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Advertiíement. 

N  this  new  edition  of  the  celebrated  Sir  William 
Temple’s  Works  his  Political  traéis  are  printed  ac- 
cording  to  the  order  of  time  ín  which  they  werc 
vvritten  ;  with  this  exception,  that  as  the  eíTay  On  the 
original  and  nature  of  government ,  and  the  Obfervations 
en  the  United  Netherlands.,  will  give  the  Reader  a  juít 
idea  of  Government  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  the 
conílitution,  revenue,  andforees  of  that  country  which 
was  the  icene  of  the  author’s  important  negotiations, 
the  fe  are  placed  firíl,  as  the  beft  introduélion  to  the 
fubfequent  traéis. 

The  Author,  unhappily  for  poílerity,  committed  to 
the  flames  the  Fh'Jl  Parí  of  the  Memoirs  of  his  negó- 
tiations,  for  reafons  which  are  gueffed  at  by  Dr.  Swift 
(fee  Vol.  II.  p.  486.)  but  to  fupply  that  lofs  he  permit- 
ted  the  publication  of  the  Letters  he  vvrote  during  the 
period  which  made  the  fubjeél  of  that  part  :  thofe 
Letters  are  therefore,  in  this  edition,  prefixed  to  the 
Secsnd  Part  of  his  Memoirs . 
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O  F 

Sir  W1LLIAM  TEMPL  E. 

\Written  by  a  particular  Fnend.] 


SIR  William  Temple  was  defcended  from 
a  younger  branch  of  the  family  of  the  Tem^ 
ples,  of  Temple-hall,  in  Leicefterfhire.  Sir 
Richard  Temple,  of  the  eider  branch,  pretended 
that  his  anceftors  carne  in  with  the  Conqueft,  and  had 
the  pedigree  diftinót  from  King  John’s  time,  when 
they  were  pofleíTed  of  great  eftates  •,  but,  having 
taken  the  unfortunate  fide  in  Richard  the  Third’s 
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time,  loíl  all  but  Temple» hall,  which  was  afterwards 
fold,  and  could  never  be  recovered,  either  by  Sir 
William  Temple,  or  his  father. 

His  grandfather  was  Sir  William  Temple,  an 
eighth  fon,  bred  up  at  King’s  college  in  Cambridge, 
defigned  for  the  law,  but  he  fell  into  the  more  re- 
fined  and  philofophical  ftudies  of  that  age ;  and  writ 
on  thofe  fubjeóts  two  treatifes  in  very  elegant  Latiri, 
which  he  dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who  firft 
prevailed  with  him  to  leave  the  college,  and  accom- 
pany  him  abroad,  and  there  died  in  his  arms  ;  after  ' 
he  had  before  his  death  recommended  him  to  the 
great  Earl  of  EíTex,  who  was  then  in  the  heighth  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  favour,  and  whofe  Secretary  he 
v/as  till  the  tragical  end  of  his  life.  Sir  William 
not  only  fell  with  him  from  the  profpeft  of  fo  great 
fortunes,  but  was  purfued  by  Cecil,  and  at  laft  fent 
over  to  Ireland,  where  he  followed  the  courfe  of  his 
ftudies  in  the  college,  of  which  he  was  choíen  Pro- 
voft,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  feventy-three  years, 
and  lies  buried  there. 

His  eldeft  fon  John  Temple  was  fent  young 
abroad,  and  afterwards  bred  in  the  court  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft  ;  and  by  him  made  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls  in  Ireland  :  he  married  a  fifter  of  the  famous 
Dr.  Hammond,  and  by  her  had  four  fons  and  one 
daughter,  who  all,  except  one  fon,  furvived  him. 
He  lived  at  Dublin,  and  was  of  the  Privy  Council 
there,  and  in  particular  friendfhip  and  confidence 
with  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  then  declared  Lord- 
.Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  when  the  rebellion  there,  in 
1640,  brokeout;  in  the  tranfadtions  of  which  re- 
markable  year  he  was  deeply  engaged  ;  and,  upon 
the  changes  in  the  King’s  counfels  and  affairs,  was 
imprifoned  with  three  more  Privy  Counfellors,  for 
oppofing  the  ceííation  which  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
was  commanded  to  make  with  the  Iriíh  rebels. 


In 


Sir  William  Temple.  it 

Jn  1644,  he  was  exchanged,  and  fent  for  by  the 
Parliament  in  England,  in  which  he  fat  till  1648,  and 
was  then  turned  out  with  thofe  they  called  the  fe- 
cluded  members,  for  joining  with  them  ia  voting  for 
the  conditions  of  the  peace  then  treated  with  the 
King  in  the  lile  of  Wight.  During  the  fad  fcene 
which  followed  his  execrable  morder,  he  continued 
to  live  privately  in  London  till  the  happy  reftoration 
in  1660,  when  he  returned  to  the  place  of  Maíler  of 
the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  where  he  lived  in  g’reat  plenty 
and  efteem,  and  there  died  in  the  year  77,  which  was 
the  lame  of  his  age,  and  lies  buried  by  his  father  in 
Dublin  college. 

His  eldeíl  fon,  William  Temple,  was  born  at 
London,  in  1628,  firít  fent  to  fchool  at  Penfhurít  in 
Kent,  under  the  care  of  his  únele  Dr.  Henry  Plam- 
mond,  then  Miniíter  of  that  parifh,  and  from  thence, 
at  ten  years  oíd,  to  Mr.  Leigh,  fehoolmaíter  of 
Biíhop-ftratford,  to  whom,  he  ufed  to  fay,  he  was  be- 
holden  for  all  he  knew  of  Greek  and  Latin :  having 
attained  to  all  that  was  to  be  learned  there,  at  fifteea 
he  returned  home,  the  diforders  of  that  time  having 
hindered  his  going  to  the  univerfity  till  leventeen, 
when  he  was  placed  in  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge, 
under  Dr.  Cudworth.  At  nineteen  he  began  his  tra- 
vels  into  France,  in  1648,  a  time  fo  difmal  to  Eng- 
land,  that  none  but  they,  who  were  the  occafion  of 
thofe  troybles  and  confufionsin  their  country,  could 
be  forry  to  leave  it :  he  chofe  to  pafs  through  the  lile 
of  Wight,  where  his  Májeíly  was  then  prifóner  in 
Cariíbrook  caíble,  and  met  there  with  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Oíborn,  daughter  to  Sir  Peter  Oftorn,  then  Gover- 
ñor  of  Guernfey  for  the  King,  who  Was  going  with 
her  brother,  to  their  father  at  St.  Maloes ;  he  made 
that  journey  with  them,  and  there  began  an  amour 
with  that  young  lady,  which  laíled  feven  years,  and 
then  ended  in  a  happy  marriage.  Fie  paífed  two  years 
Yol.  I,  *  B  in 
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ln  France,  learned  French  perfeétly,  and  foon  after 
made  a  tour  into  Holland,  Flanders,  and  Germany, 
in  which  he  grew  as  perfeót  a  mafter  of  Spaniíh,  and* 
after  his  return  in  1654,  he  married  Mrs.  Oíborn 
andr  during  the  ufurpation,  paffed  his  time  privately 
with  his  father,  two  brothers  and  a  fifter,  then  in  Iré- 
land,  alk,  happy  in  that  perfeét  kindnefs  and  agree- 
nient  which  has  been  fo  often  taken  notice  of  ira 
íheir  family* 

The  five  years  Fie  lived  there  were  fpent  chiefly 
in  his  clofet,  in  improving  himfelf  in  hiftory  and 
philofophy ;  and  at  that  time  he  liad  five  children* 
which  he  buried  there.  He  refufed  all  folicitations. 
of  entering  into  any  employment  under  the  ufurper* 
and,  at  the  happy  reftoration  in  1660,  was  chofera 
member  of  the  Convention  in  Ireland ;  and  whilífc 
every  body  was  vying,  who  íhould  make  moíl  court 
to  the  King,  a  pole  bilí  was  read.  Though  he  and 
many  others  thought  it  to  the  height  of  what  the  na- 
tion  coirld  bear,  the  Lords  Juftices,  whiiíl  it  was  de- 
bating,  fent  a  meflage  to  the  houfe,  to  defire  it 
might  be  doubled  which,  amongft  a  great  many  that 
diíliked  it,  Sir  William  Temple  only  oppofed* 
though  the  reft  afterwards  joined  with  him  :  the 
Lords  Juftices,  that  heard  whence  the  difficulty  carne,, 
fent  fome  to  reafon  it  with  him  ;  his  anfwer  was,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  lay  to  it  out  of  the  houfe  ;  where 
they  chofe  a  time  to  pafs  it  in  his  abfence.  This 
made  a  great  deal  of  talk,  and  brought  him  into 
more  converfation  and  bufinefs,  than  he  had  been: 
ufed  to  in  that  country. 

After  this  a  Parliament  was  called  there,  and  he 
chafen,  with  his  father,  for  the  county  of  Caílow,, 
and  often  turned  the  houfe  in  their  warmeft  debates,, 
by  never  entering  into  any  of  their  parties  and  fac- 
tions,  not  minding  whom  he  angered,  or  pleafed. 
In  1662,  he  was  chofera  one  of  the  Commiffioners 
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to  be  fent  from  rhat  Parliament  to  the  King,  and  then 
waited  o n  the  newLord-Lieutenant  rhe  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  :  foon  after,  he  returned  into  Ireland,  but  with‘ 
a  refolution  of  quitting  that  kingdom,  and  remoV- 
ing  his  family  into  England  :  at  his  return  he  begari 
to  obíerve  a  very  different  countenance  in  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  from  what  he  liad  found  before,  and 
foon  grew  to  ha  ve  ib  much  (liare  in  his  kindnefs  and 
efleem,  that  the  Duke  complained  to  him,  that  he 
was  the  only  man  in  Ireland,  that  had  never  aíked 
him  any  thing ;  and,  when  he  toid  him  his  defign  of 
carrying  his  family  into  England,  faid,  he  fhould  at 
leaft  give  him  leave  to  write  in  his  favour  to  the  two 
great  Miniílers,  the  Lord  Chancellar  and  Earl  of 
Arlington ;  and  did  it  fo  much  to  his  advantage,  that 
his  recommendation  gave  Sir  Wílliam  Temple  the 
firíl  entrance  into  their  good  graces,  and  the  good 
opinión  of  the  King  •,  which  he  made  no  other  ufe 
oí,  than  to  tell  Lord  Arlington,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  that  ifhis  Majeíly  had  any  employment  abroad, 
which  he  thought  fuch  a  man  as  he  capable  of  ferv- 
ing  him  in,  he  fhould  be  very  happy  in  it,  but  de- 
fired,  it  might  not  carry  him  into  the  northern  cli- 
mates,  which  he  had  a  great  averfion  to :  Lord  Ar¬ 
lington  faid,  he  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  there  was 
at  that  time  no  other  undifpofed  of,  but  that  of  going 
En  voy  to  S  weden. 

In  1665,  about  the  beginning  of  the  firíl  Dutch 
War,  Lord  Arlington  fent  a  mefienger  to  him  to  come 
immediately  to  his  houfe  *,  which  he  did,  and  found 
his  bufineís  was  to  tell  him,  the  King  had  occafian  to 
fena  one  abroad  upon  an  aíiair  of  the  greateíl  trufr 
and  importance,  and  that  he  had  refolved  to  make 
him  the  firíl  oírer  of  it,  but  that  he  muft  know  pre- 
fently  whether  he  would  accept  of  it,  or  no,  with- 
out  teliing  him  what  it  was,  and  be  content  to  oro 
in  three  or  four  days,  vvithout  faying  more  of  it  to 
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any  of  his  fricnds :  after  having  confidered  a  lítele* 
he  told  my  Lord,  he  took  him  to  be  his  friend,  and. 
fince  he  muft  confuir  with  no  body  elfe,  would  be  ad- 
viíed  by  him  :  he  faid,  his  advice  was,  that  he  fhould 
not  refufe  it,  whether  he  liked  it  or  no,  as  an  entrance' 
into  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  and  the  way  to  fomething 
he  might  like  better ;  and  then  told  him,  it  was  to 
go  to  the  Biíhop  of  Munfter,,  and  conclude  a  treaty 
between  the  King  and  him,  by  which  the  Biíhop 
fhould  be  obliged,  upon  receiving  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  to  enter  immediately  with  his  Majefty  into 
the  war  with  Holland.  In  July  he  began  his  jour- 
ney  to  Coefvelt,  and  not  long  after  the  fecret  carne 
out,  that  he  liad  in  very  fevv  days  concluded  and 
figned  the  treaty  there,  in  which  his  perfeét  know- 
ledge  in  Latín,  which  he  had  retained,  was  of  no 
little  advantage  to  him,  the  Biíhop  converfmg  in  no 
other  language.  After  figning  the  treaty,  he  went 
to  BruíTels,  faw  the  firft  payment  made,  and  received 
the  news  that  the  Biíhop  was  in  the  field,  by  which 
this  negociation  began  firft  to  be  difcoverea  i  but  no 
body  fufpeóted  the  part  he  had  in  it,  wlio  continued 
privately  at  BruíTels  till  it  was  whifpered  to  the  Mar- 
quís  Caftel-Rodrigo  their  Governor,  that  he  carne 
upon  fome  particular  errand  (which  he  was  then  at 
liberty  to  own)  who  thereupon  fent  to  defire  his  ac- 
quaintance,  and  that  he  might  fee  him  in  prívate* 
to  which  he  eanly  confented.  Soon  after  a  corrtmif- 
íion  was  fent  him  to  be  Refident  at  Bruííels  (which  he 
had  wiíhed  for  in  his  travels  thither  fo  many  years 
before)  with  a  patent  for  a  Baronet. 

In  April  1666,  Sir  William  Temple  fent  for 
his  family  into  Flanders,  but  before  their  arrival  was 
pofted  again  into  Munfter,  to  prevent  the  Biíhop’s 
making  peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  he  threatened  to 
do,  upon  the  ill  payments  from  England,  and  figned 
ít  at  Cleve  the  very  night  Sir  William  Temple 
carne  to  Munfter  j  who,  fijiding  nothing  was  to  be 

done. 


Sir  William  Temple.  xlit 

/ 

á  me,  prefently  returned  to  BruíTels,  where  he  paíTed 
one  year  vvith  great  pleafure  and  fatisfaótion  :  befo  re 
the  end  of  it  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  was  concluded 
slc  Breda  *,  and  the  fpring  after,  in  1667,  a  new  war 
broke  out  between  France  and  Spain,  which  began 
by  the  French  feizing  feveral  towns  in  Flanders  be- 
fore  they  had  time  or  warning  enough  to  make  any 
refiílance ;  by  which  they  fell  fo  faft  into  their  hands 
that  BruíTels  was  alarmed  at  their  near  approaches, 
and  Sir  William  Temple,  knowing  that  they  had 
not  fufficient  troops  to  defend  the  town,  fent  his  La¬ 
dy  and  family  into  England,  but  ftaid  there  with  his 
fifter  till  Chrifltmas  following,  when  the  King  fent 
for  him  to  come  over  privately,  and  with  orders  to 
país,  through  Holland,,  and  make  Monfieur  De  Witt 
a  vifit  in  the  way,  which  produced  the  great  nego- 
tiation  of  the  triple  alliance.  Upon  which,  in  five 
days  after  his  arrival  at  Court,  he  was  difpatched 
back  to  the  Hague,  and  in  as  many  he  concluded 
that  famous  treaty  between  England,  Sweden,  and 
Holland,  lo  furpriíing  at  that  time,  and  fo  much  ap- 
plauded ;  and  with  this  began  a  truft  and  confidence 
between  him  and  Monfieur  de  Witt5  from  the  ex- 
perience,  as  well  as  affurance  of  truth  and  fairnefs 
in  their  dealings  on  both  fides,  which  helped  much  to 
the  eafe  and  difpatch  of  thofe  they  v/ere  engaged  in, 
After  the  ratifications  v/ere  over,  he  had  orders  to  re- 
turn  to  BruíTels,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  with  the 
Spaniards  to  confent  to  a  peace  with  France,  which 
was  treated  the  next  fummer,  in  1 668,  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  whither  he  was  fent  Ambaffador  extraordinary 
and  Mediator,  and  with  his  collegue  Sir  Lionel  Jen- 
kins,  after  many  difficulties  and  delays,  at  laíl  brought 
it  to  a  happy  concluíion. 

Soon  after,  he  was  fent  AmbaíTador  extraordinary 
to  the  States  General,  with  inftruélions  to  confirm 
the  triple  alliance,  and  folicit  the  Emperor  and  Ger¬ 
mán  Princes,  by  their  Minifters,  to  enter  into  it  *,  anc! 
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being  the  firít  Englifh  AmbaíTador,  that  had  been 
íhere  fince  King  james’s  time,  he  was  received  and 
diftinguiíhed  by  all  marks  of  regard  and  efteem  they 
could  exprefs  for  his  charaóter  and  perfon  ;  and,  by 
the  good  opinión  he  had  gained,  was  able  to  bring 
the  States  into  fuch  meafures,  as,  M.  de  Witt  faid 
he  was  íure,  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  other  man 
to  do :  he  lived  in  confidence  with  that  great  Minif- 
ter,  by  orderfrom  the  King,  andin  confcant  and  fami-. 
liar  converfation  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  then  eigh- 
teen  years  oíd  •,  than  which  no  man  could  have  a  more 
difficult  part  to  aét ;  and  he  compaffed  thechief  deíign 
or  his  embafly,  in  engaging  the  Emperor  and  Spain 
in  the  meafures  that  were  then  defired  :  but  in  this 
time  happened  Madam’s  journey  into  England,  fo 
well  known  to  have  changed  them  all ;  and  though 
he  had  obferved  a  difpofition  in  the  Court  before,  to 
complain  of  the  Dutch  upon  fmall  occafions,  very 
unlike  what  he  left  it  in,  yet  fufpefted  nothing  till 
Lord  Aríington,  in  September  1669  hurried  him 
over,  by  telling  him,  as  foon  as  he  received  his  letter 
]he  íhould  put  his  foot  into  the  ftirrup.  When  he 
carne  to  him,  whom  he  always  faw  the  firft,  and 
thought  he  had  never  more  reafon  to  make  haíle,  he 
found  he  had  not  one  word  to  fay  to  him  ;  and,  af- 
ter  making  him  wait  a  great  while,  only  aíked  him 
feveral  indifferent  queftions  about  his  journey,  and  he 
was  received  next  day  as  coldly  by  the  King.  The  fe- 
cret  foon  carne  out,  and  Sir  William  Temple  was 
preífed  to  retum  to  the  Hague,  and  make  way  for  a 
war  with  Holland,  with  which,  lefs  than  two  years 
before,  he  had  been  fo  much  applauded  for  having 
made  fo  ftrift  an  alliance  ;  but  he  excufed  himfelf 
from  having  any  fnare  in  it,  which  fo  much  provoked 
the  Lord  Trealurer  Clifford,  that  he  refufed  to  pay 
him  an  arrear  of  two  thouíand  pounds,  due  from  his 
embairy.  All  this  paífed  without  unkindnefs  from 
the  King  ^  but  my  Lord  Arlington’s  ufige,  fo  unlike 
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tfee  friendíhip  he  had  profefíed,  was  refented  by  Sir 
William  Temple. 

He  now  retired  to  a  houfe  he  liad  purchafed  a t 
Shene,  near  Richmond  *,  and,  in  this  mterval  of  his 
leifure  and  retreat,  writ  his  Objervations  on  the  United 
Provinces ,  and  one  part  of  his  Mifcellanies . 

About  the  end  of  the  fummer,  1673,  the  King 
growing  weary  of  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  which  was 
íiked  by  few  at  'Court,  and  none  any  where  elle,  fent 
for  Sir  William  Temple,  who  was  ever  wanted 
upon  that  occafion,  to  go  into  Holland  and  conclude 
the  peace  -,  towards  which  overtures  began  now  to 
be  made  on  both  fides  ;  but,  powers  having  been  fent 
at  this  time  from  thence  to  the  Marquis  de  Frefno 
the  Spaniíli  Ambafíador  at  London,  Sir  William 
Temple  was  ordered  to  treat  it  with  him,  and  in 
three  days  it  was  concluded,  and  the  point  of  the  flag 
carried,  that  had  been  fo  long  contefted.  Upon  this 
Lord  Arlington  offered  him  the  embafíy  into  Spain, 
which,  for  want  of  his  father’s  confent,  who  was  then 
oíd  and  infirra,  he  refufed  ;  and,  foon  after,  the  placo 
of  Secretary  of  State,  for  want  of  fix  thoufand  pounds, 
which  he  was  to  lay  down  for  it,  and  could  not 
ípare. 

In  June,  1674,  he  was  again  fent  Ambafíador  in¬ 
to  Holland,  with  offer  of  the  King’s  mediation  be- 
tween  France  and  the  Confederates,  then  at  war; 
which  was  not  long  after  accepted  ;  and  Lord  Berke- 
ley,  Sir  Vv^illiam  Temple,  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
were  declared  Ambaflfadors  and  Mediators,  and 
Nimeguen  (which  he  had  propoled)  was  confented  * 

to  at  laft  by  all  parties  to  be  the  place  of  treaty.  Dur- 
ing  his  ftay  at  the  Hague,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
who  was  fond  of  fpeaking  Englifh,  and  of  their  plain 
way  of  eating,  conftantly  dined  and  fupped  once 
or  twice  a  week  at  his  houfe,  who  thereby  grevv  fo 
much  into  the  Prince's  efteem  and  confidence,  as  gave 
him  fo  great  a  part  in  that  confiderable  affair  of  his 
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marriage  with  Lady  Mary,  fo  well  known  in  the 
world,  and  lo  particularly  related  in  his  Memcirs. 
One  advantage  he  made  of  it  frotn  an  accident,  that 
then  happened,  may  be  worth  mentioning,  becaufe 
he  reckoned  ic  himfelf  amongft  the  good  fortunes 
ol  his  life.  There  were  five  Engliihmen  taken  and 
brought  to  the  Hague  whilft  he  was  there,  and  in 
the  Prince’s  abfence,  who  were  immediately  tried, 
and  condemned  by  a  council  of  war,  for  deferting 
their  colours  :  fome  of  his  fervants  had  the  curiofity 
to  vifit  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  and  carne 
home  with  a  deplorable  ítory,  that,  by  what  they 
had  heard,  it  ieemed  to  be  a  miftake ;  and  that  they 
were  all  like  to  die  ¡nnocent ;  but,  however,  that  it  was 
without  remedy,  that  their  graves  were  digging,  and 
they  were  to  be  íliot  next  morning.  Sir  William 
Temple  left  nothing  unattempted  to  preven t  their 
fudden  execution,  and  fent  to  the  officers  to  threaten 
them,  that  he  would  complain  firft  to  the  Prince,  and 
then  to  the  King,  who,  he  was  fure,  would  demand 
reparation,  if  fo  many  of  his  fubjeóts  fuffered  unjuft- 
ly :  but  nothing  would  move  them,  till  he  made  it 
his  laft  requeft  to  reprieve  them  one  day,  in  which 
the  Prince  happened  to  come  within  reach  of  return- 
ing  an  anfwer  to  a  mefíage  he  fent ;  upon  which 
they  were  releafed.  The  firft  thing  they  did  was  to 
go  and  fee  their  graves,  and  the  next  to  come  and 
fhank  Sir  William  Temple  upon  their  knees. 

In  July  1676,  he  removed  his  family  to  Nimeguen, 
where  he  paffed  that  year  without  making  any  pro- 
grefs  in  the  treaty,  that  from  feveral  accidents  was 
then  at  a  ftand ;  and,  the  year  after,  his  fon  was  fent 
over  with  letters  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  to  order 
him  to  return  and  fucceed  Mr.  Coventry  in  his  place 
pf  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  made  fome  difficulties 
of  refigning,  unlefs  he  had  leave  to  ñame  his  fuccei- 
for ;  w-hich  the  King  refufed,  and  fell  into  an  ill  hu- 
rnpur  upon  it.  Sir  William  Temple,  w'ho  was  not 
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fond  of  the  change,  deíired  his  Majefty  to  let  it  alone 
till  all  parties  were  agreed,  and  the  treatv,  he  was 
then  engaged  in,  concluded,  to  which  he  did  not  re- 
turn  that  year.  About  this  time,  the  Prince  of  O- 
range,  having  the  King’s  leave  to  come  over,  foon 
after  married  Lady  Mary  ^  and  from  this  happened 
another  occafion  of  unkindnefs  between  Lord  Arling- 
ton  and  him  ;  my  Lord  Treafurer,  who  was  relat- 
ed  to  Sir  William  Temple’s  Lady,  and  he  being 
only  in  the  fecret  of  all  that  affair ;  upon  which  Lord 
Arlington  faid  a  very  good  thing,  though  not  in  very 
good  humour,  That  fome  things  were  fo  ill  in  them- 
felves,  that  the  manner  ofdoingthem  could  not  mend 
them,  and  others  fo  good,  that  the  manner,  they  were 
done  in,  could  not  fpoil  them  ;  and  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange’s  match  was  of  the  laft  fort.  Lord  Arling- 
ton’s  coldnefs  to  Sir  William  Temple  began  from 
his  early  acquaintance  with  the  Lord  Treafurer  (they 
having  travelled  young  together)  and  his  relation  to 
him  by  marriage  ;  and  he  being  now  chicf  Minifter 
in  Lord  Arlington’s  room,  and  they  two  living  in  the 
laft  degree  of  ill  intelligence  with  one  another,  it  was 
impoftible  to  keep  the  favour  of  both  thefe  great  men, 
which  was  the  true  reafon  of  Lord  Arlington’s  falling 
out  with  him,  with  whom,  from  circumftances  better 
forgot  than  repeated,  he  could  not  afterwards  live 
well.  After  the  Prince  and  Princefs  were  gone  into 
Holland,  the  inclination  at  Court  always  leaning  to- 
wards  France,  the  King  would  have  engaged  Sir 
W  i  l  l  i  a  m  Temple  in  fome  negotiations  with  that 
crown,  fo  contrary  to  thofe  he  had  been  before  con¬ 
cerned  in,  and  which  he  was  fo  ill  fatisfied  with,  that 
he  offered  to  give  up  his  pretenfions  to  the  Secretary’s 
place,  which  he  defired  my  Lord  Treafurer  to  ac- 
quaint  his  Majefty  with,  and  fo  went  to  Shene  with 
the  hopes  of  being  taken  at  his  word,  growing  very 
weary,  as  Monfieur  de  Witt  ufed  to  exprefs  it,  of  the 
perpetual  fluftuation  he  had  obferved  in  all  our  coun- 
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fels  lince  Queen  Elifabeth’s  reign.  But,  upon  difcove- 
Yy  of  the  Fiench  defigns  not  to  evacúate  the  Spanifh 
towns  agreed  on  by  the  treaty  to  be  delivered  up,  the 
Kmg  commanded  him  to  go  upon  a  third  embaííy  to 
the  States,  with  whom  he  concluded  a  treaty,  by 
which  England  was  engaged,  upon  the  refufal  of  the 
Frenen  to  evacúate  the  towns  in  forty  days,  to  de- 
clai-e  im  medíate  war  with  France :  bur,  before  half 
that  time  vyas  run  out,  one  De  Crofs  was  fent  from 
our  Court  into  Holland,  upon  an  errand  that  damp- 
ed  all  the  good  humour  that  treaty  had  given  them 
tli ere,  and  the  life  it  had  put  into  all  their  affairs;  and 
iuch  ludden  and  furprifing  changes  in  our  own,  which 
Sir  William  Temple  had  feen  too  often  to  be  a- 
ítoniíhed  at,  gave  him  a  diftafte  to  all  publick  employ- 
ments. 

In  1679,  he  went  back  to  Nimeguen,  where  the 
French  delayed  figning  the  treaty  to  the  laft  hour 
which  after  he  had  concluded,  he  returned  to  the 
Hague,  from  whence  he  was  foon  fent  for  to  enter 
upon  the  Secretary’s  place,  which  Mr.  Coventry  was 
at  laft  refolved  to  part  with,  and  my  Lord  Sunder- 
land,  who  was  newly  come  into  the  other,  prefled 
him  with  lo  much  earneftnefs  to  accept  of.  Fie  very 
unwillingly  obeyed  his  Majefty’s  commands  to  come 
over,  having  long  had  at  lieart  a  vifit  he  had  promifed 
to  make  the  Great  Duke,  as  ibón  as  his  embaííy  was 
ended  ;  having  begun  a  particular  acquaintance  with 
him  in  England,  and  kept  up  a  correfpondence  ever 
lince.  Befides,  having  fo  ill  fucceeded  in  the  defigns 
(which  no  man  ever  more  fteadily  purfued  in  the 
courfe  of  his  employments)  of  doing  his  country  the 
beft  fervice,  and  advancing  its  honour  and  greatnefs 
to  the  height  he  thought  it  capable  of  being  raifed  to, 
he  refolved  to  aík  leave  of  the  King  to  retire  ;  and  in- 
deed  no  body  could  have  engaged  in  public  affairs 
with  a  worfe  profpeít  than  there  was  at  this  time,  or 
in  a  more  unpleafant  feene  j  the  Popiíh  plot  being 
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newly  broke  out,  which  the  King  believed  nothing 
of,  the  people  frighted,  and  the  Parliament  violent  in 
rhe  profecution  of  it.  In  this  melancholy  poílure  of 
affairs,  Sir  William  Temple  carne  to  Court,  as  all 
his  friends  hoped,  with  the  defign  of  entering  upon  the 
Secretary’s  place,  which  he  made  a  difficulty  of,  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
thonght  the  public  bufinefs  would  fuffer  thereby  in 
fo  critical  a  time,  in  which  the  contefts  ran  fo  high 
between  the  two  parties,  that  the  King  thought  fit  to 
fend  the  Duke  into  Flanders,  and  the  Parliament  to 
put  my  Lord  Treafurer  into  the  Tower.  After  this 
his  Majefty  again  preífed  Sir  William  Temple  to  be 
Secretary  of  State,  ufing  this  argument,  That  he  had 
now  no  boay  to  confult  with  at  a  time  that  he  wanted 
the  beít  advice.  That  which  Sir  William  Temple 
gave  him  was,  to  truft  his  affairs  no  more  in  any  one 
hand,  but  chufe  fo  many  men  as  he  pleaied  for  his 
Privy  Council,  whom  he  íhould  wholly  truíl  and  ad¬ 
vi  fe  with ;  which  in  few  days  the  King  confented  to, 
and  the  choice  of  the  perfons  was  wholly  concerted  be¬ 
tween  his  Majefty  and  Sir  William  Temple,  who 
had  leave  next  day  to  acquaint  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor,  Lord  Sunderland,  and  Lord  Effex  v/ith  it ;  who 
all  approved  of  the  refolution,  but  thought  it  the 
greateft  point  that  ever  was  gained  by  any  Miniíter  •, 
and,  three  days  after  the  oíd  council  was  diífolved, 
.this  new  one  was  eftabliílied,  of  which  Sir  William 
Temple  v/as  one. 

In  1680,  the  councils  began  again  to  be  changed, 
opon  the  King’s  having  been  very  ill  the  end  of  the 
fummer  *,  and  the  Duke’s  returning  privately  to 
Court,  and  his  treatment  from  fome  of  thofe  perfons, 
whom,  from  the  King’s  diílike,  if  not  averffon  to, 
he  found  fo  difficult  to  bring  into  his  favour  and  bu- 
finefs,  gave  him  a  frefh  diftalte  to  Court  and  councils, 
whither  he  feldom  went  *,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
publilhed  in  the  Third  Part  of  the  Memoirs ,  that 

were 


XX  The  LIFE  of 

were.only  written  fas  he  expreffed  it  in  the  original, 
now  in  the  har.ds  of  one  oí  his  family)  for  the  prívate 
íatisfacíion  of  his  friends. 

^  Soon  after  this,  the  King  fent  for  Sir  William 
I  emple  again,  and  propofed  his  going  AmbalTador 
into  Spain,  and  give  credit  to  an  alliance  pretended  to 
be  made  with  that  crown,  againft  the  meeting  of  the 
Parliament;  upon  which  the  French  Ambafiadors, 
múch  diíTatisfied,  faid,  it  was  enough  to  give  vigour 
to  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  When  his  equipage  was 
almoíl  ready,  and  part  of  the  money  for  it  paid,  the 
King  changed  his  mind,  and  told  him,  he  would  have 
him  defer  his  journey  till  the  end  of  the  feffions  of 
Parliament,  of  which  he  was  chofen  a  member  for 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  in  which  the  fac- 
tions  ran  fo  high,  that  he  faw  it  impoífible  to  brino- 
them  to  any  temper.  The  Duke  was  fent  into  Scot° 
land  :  that  would  not  fatisfy  them,  ñor  any  thing 
but  a  bilí  of  excluñon,  againft  which  he  always  de- 
clared  himfelf,  being  a  legal  man,  and  faid,  his  en- 
deavours  fhould  ever  be  to  unite  the  Royal  Family, 
but  that  he  would  never  enter  into  any  counfels  to 
divide  them.  This  famous  bilí  after  long  contefts 
was  thrown  out,  and  tiie  Parliament  diflolved ,  and 
it  was  upon  his  Majefty’s  taking  this  refolution  with- 
out  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  contrary  to 
what  he  had  promifed,  that  Sir  William  Temple 
ípoke  fo  boldly  there,  and  was  fo  ill  ufed  for  taking 
that  liberty,  by  fome  of  thofe  friends  who  had  been 
moft  earneft  in  promoting  the  laft  change.  Upon 
this  he  grew  quite  tired  with  public  buíinefs,  refuíed 
the  offer  he  had  of  ferving  again  for  the  univerfity 
in  the  next  Parliament,  that  was  foon  after  called 
and  met  at  Oxford,  and  was  uneafy  with  the  ñame 
-  of  a  Privy  Counfellor,  which  he  foon  got  rid  of ; 
and  the  Duke  being  returned,  and  all  the  councils 
changed.  Lord  Sunderland’s,  Efiex’s,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Temple’s  ñames  were  by  the  King’s  order  all 
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flruck  out  of  the  Council-book  together ;  upon 
which  he  took  occañon  to  fend  the  King  word,  Thac 
he  vvould  live  the  reíd  of  his  life  as  good  a  fubjeét  as 
any  in  his  kingdoms,  but  never  more  meddie  with 
public  affairs  :  the  King  aífured  him  that  lie  was  not 
at  all  angry ;  and  thougli  he  lived  from  that  time 
at  Shene  till  1685,  without  ever  feeing  the  town  or 
Court,  and  had  the  privilege  of  returning  no  vilits 
that  were  made  from  thence  by  perfons  of  the  beíd 
quality  and  fortune,  who  during  thofe  five  years 
frequented  his  houfe  and  table,  yethe  never  failed  of 
waiting  on  his  Míyefty  whenever  he  carne  into  th® 
neighbourhood,  and  no  body  was  better  received  by 
his  own  mafter  whilft  he  lived,  and  by  King  James 
afterwards,  who  often  turned  the  whole  converfation 
to  him,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  room  at  Richmond. 

About  this  time  his  only  fon  Mr.  Temple  (and 
the  only  child  he  had  now  left,  having  a  few  years 
before  loft  his  favourite  daughter  Diana  of  the  fmall- 
pox  at  fourteen  years  of  age)  was  married  in  France 
to  Mademoifelle  Rambouillet,  a  rich  heirefs,  and 
only  daughter  of  Monfieur  Duplelüs,  a  French  pro- 
teftant  of  a  very  good  family,  a  young  Lady  very 
eminent  then  for  her  rare  accomplifhments  oí  body 
and  mind,  and  more  ib  fince  for  her  great  piety  and 
charity,  with  whom  he  lived  near  four  years  very  hap  - 
pily,  and  at  his  death  (that  was  a  cruel  blow  to  his 
father  in  depriving  him  of  fuch  an  only  heir  of  his 
parts  and  virtues,  as  well  as  his  fortune)  he  leít  only 
two  daughters  that  are  now  livi.ng,  the  eldeft  of 
which  is  married'  to  Mr.  John  Temple,  younger  fon 
to  Sir  John  Temple  who  was  Sir  William  Temfle’s 
fecond  brother,  and  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  lawyers 
in  Ireland,  and  had  been  Solicitor  and  Attorney-Ge- 
neraí  tliere  many  years ;  to  whom  Arcltbiíhop  Shel- 
don  made  a  fingular  compliment,  that  he  had  the 
curfe  oí  the  gofpel,  becaufe  all  men  fpoke  well  of  him. 
Mr.  Temple’s  ycungeít  daughter  is  married  to  Mr. 
c  Nidiolas 
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Nicholas  Bacon,  of  Shrubland  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
íolk. 

Sir  William  Temple  continued  a  ye2r  at  Shene, 
and,  having  purchafed  a  fmall  feat  called  Moor  Park’ 
near  Farnham  in  Surrey,  which  he  took  a  great  fancy 
to  for  its  folitnde  and  retirement,  and  the  healthy  and 
pleafant  fituation,  and  being  much  afflided  with  the 
gout,  and  broken  with  age  and  infirmities,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  and  in  No- 
vember,  1686,  in  his  way  thither,  waited  on  King 
James,  then  at  Windfor,  and  begged  his  favour  and 
protection  to  one  that  would  always  live  a  good  fub- 
je¿t,  but,  whatever  happened,  never  enter  again  upon 
any  public  employment,  and  deftred  his  Majefty  ne¬ 
ver  to  give  credit  to  whatever  he  might  hear  to  the 
contrary  :  the  King,  who  ufed  to  fay,  Sir  William 
Temple’s  charafter  was  always  to  be  believed,  pro- 
mifed  him  what  he  defired,  made  him  fome  reproaches 
for  not  coming  into  his  fervice,  vrhich  he  faid  was  his 
own  fault,  and  kept  his  word  as  faithfully  to  SirWiL- 
liam  Tepaple,  as  he  d id  to  his  Majefty  during  the 
furprifing  turn  of  affairs  that  foon  after  followed  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange’s  coming  over,  which,  what¬ 
ever  people  may  fufpedt,  was  fo  great  a  fecret  to  him, 
that  there  is  nothing  furer,  than  that  he  was  not  only 
wholly  unacquainted  with  it,  but  one  of  the  laft  men 
ín  England  that  believed  it. 

At  the  time  of  this  happy  revolution  in  1688, 
Moor  Park  growing  unfafe  by  lying  in  the  way  of 
both  armies,  he  went  back  to  the  houfe  he  had  given 
up  to  his  fon  at  Shene,  who  had  been  very  uneaíy  at 
being  denied  the  leave  he  had  fo  impatiently  begged 
of  his  father,  to  go  and  meet  the  Prince  of  Orange  at 
his  landing,  which,  in  telling  his  principies  of  never 
engaging  in  any  thing  that  feemed  to  divide  the  Royal 
Family,  I  have  already  given  the  beft  and  trueft  rea- 
fon  of.  After  King  James’s  abdicación,  and  the 
Prince’s  arrival  at  Windfor,  Sir  William  Temple 
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went  to  wait  upan  his  Highnefs,  and  carried  his  fon  ; 
the  Prince  prefied  him  to  enter  into  his  lervice,  and 
to  be  Secretary  of  State  ;  íaid,  it  was  in  kindnefs  to 
him  that  he  had  not  beca  acquainted  with  his  de- 
fign  ;  carne  to  him  two  or  three  times  at  Shene,  and 
feveral  of  his  friends  made  him  very  uneafy,  in  laying 
to  his  heart  how  much  the  Prince  (who  was  his  friend) 
his  country,  and  his  religión,  muít  fuffer  by  his  obfti- 
nate  refufal  to  engage  in  their  defence,  that  muít  give 
the  world  an  ill  opinión  of  this  great  undertaking> 
and  make  them  miftruít  fome  ill  defign  at  the  bottom, 
which  a  man  of  his  truth  and  honour  did  not  care  ta 
be  concerned  in  :  and,  though  he  continued  uníhaken 
in  his  refolutions,  and  very  firm  in  keeping  the  pro- 
mife  he  had  made  King  James,  that  was  mentioned 
before,  yet  he  was  very  fenfible  of  the  trouble  and 
uneafinefs  the  Prince  and  all  his  friends  expreíTed  at 
it,  and  was  the  gladder  to  return  to  his  retirement  at 
Moor  Park,  about  the  end  of  the  year  1689,  to  be 
out  of  the  way  of  any  more  folicitations  of  that 
kind. 

From  that  time  he  turned  himfelf  wholly  to  the 
cares  and  amufements  of  a  country  life,  faw  little 
company  in  a  place  fo  defolate,  had  the  honour  of 
being  olten  confulted  by  King  William  in  fome  of 
his  fecret  and  important  affairs,  and  of  a  vifit  from 
him  in  his  way  from  Wincheíter,  and  ufed  to  wait  up¬ 
on  his  Majefty  at  Richmond  and  Windfor,  where  he 
was  always  very  graciouíly  received  with  that  eafinefs 
and  familiarity,  and  particular  confidence,  that  had 
begun  in  Holland  fo  many  years  before. 

In  1694,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  Lady, 
who  was  a  very  extraordinary  woman,  as  well  as  a 
good  wife,  of  whom  nothing  more  need  be  faid  to 
her  advantage,  than  that  ilie  was  not  only  much 
efteemed  by  her  own  friends  and  acquaintance,  fome 
of  whom  were  perfons  of  the  greateft  figure,  but  va- 
lued  and  diftinguiíhed  by  fuch  good  judgés  of  true 
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merit  as  King  Wiliiam  and  Queen  Mary,  with  whom 
ílie  had  the  honour  to  keep  a  conílant  correfpondence, 
being  juftly  admired  for  her  fine  ftyle  and  turn  of  wi t 
ín  writing  letters,  and  whom  íhe  outlived  about  a 
month ;  the  deep  affliótion  for  her  Majefty’s  moft 
deplorable  death  having  haftened  her  own.  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Temple  was  then  paíl  fixty,  at  which  age  he 
pra&ifed  what  he  had  fo  often  declared  to  be  his 
opinión,  that  an  oíd  man  ought  then  to  conclude 
himfelf  no  longer  of  ufe  in  the  worid,  but  to  himfelf 
and  his  friends.  He  lived  four  years  after,  extreme- 
ly  affiifted  with  the  gout,  which  at  laft  wore  out  his 
life  ;  and,  with  the  help  of  age  and  a  natural  decay 
of  ftrength  and  fpirits,  ended  it  in  January,  1698, 
in  his  feventieth  year.  He  was  buried  privately  in 
Weftminfter- Abbey,  according  to  his  direclions  in  his 
will,  that  were  in  thefe  words : 

46  I  do  order  my  body  to  be  interred  in  the  weft 
v  ifie  of  Weftminfter- Abbey,  near  thofe  two  dear 
44  pledges,  my  wife  and  my  daughter  Diana,  that 
4 6  lie  there  already;  and  that,  after  mine  and  my 
<c  fifter  Giffard’s  deceafe,  a  large  ftone  of  black 
“marble  may  be  fet  up  againft  the  wall,  with  this 
*4  ínfcription : 

cc  Sibi  fui f que  chariffimis , 

“  Di  anal  Temple  dileffiijfima  filice , 

<c  Dorothe^l:  Osborn  ccnjunbiijfim¿e  conjugiy 
“  Et  MartpiíE  Giffard  óptima  forori , 

44  Hcc  qualecunque  monumentum 
44  Peni  curavit 

44  Gulielmus  Temple,  Baronet  tus.” 

This  marble  monument  was  according  to  his  ór* 
der  fet  up  after  the  Lady  Giffard’s  death  in  1722, 
who  refembled  him  in  his  genius,  as  well  as  iñ  his 
perfon,  and  left  behind  her  the  character  of  one  of  the 
beft  and  moít  conftant  friends  in  the  worid, 
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ÍThink  nothing  harder  than  to  write  any  body’s 
charader,  and  that  of  a  friend  is  ftill  more  difíi- 
cult :  if  one  tells  truth,  it  is  thought  partiality  ; 
and  if  one  does  not,  it  is  a  real  piece  of  injuftice.  I 
will  try  (by  iaying  little)  to  avoid  both  imputations. 

Sir  William  Temple’s  perfon  is  beíl  known  by 
his  pidures  and  prints  :  he  was  rather  tall,  than  low 
his  fhape,  when  young,  very  exad *,  his  hair  a  dark 
brown,  and  curled  naturally,  and,  whilft  that  was  e- 
fteemed  a  beauty,  no  body  had  it  in  greater  perfedion  ; 
his  eyes  grey,  but  lively  ;  and  his  body  lean,  but  ex¬ 
treme  adive,  fo  that  none  acquitted  themfelves  bet- 
ter  at  all  forts  of  exercife. 

He  had  an  extraordinary  fpirit  and  life  in  his  hu- 
mour,  with  fo  agreeable  turns  of  wit  and  fancy  in  his 
converfation,  that  no  body  was  welcomer  in  all  forts 
of  cornpany  ^  and  lome  have  obferved,  that  he  never 
had  a  rnind  to  make  any  body  kind  to  him,  without 
compaíTmg  his  defign. 

He  was  an  exacl  obferver  of  truth,  thinking  none 
that  had  failed  once  ought  ever  to  be  truíled  again  ^ 
of  mee  points  of  honour ;  of  great  humaíiity  and 
good  nature,  taking  pleafure  in  making  others  eafy 
and  happy  ^  his  paífions  naturally  warm  and  quick, 
but  tempered  by  reafon  and  thought ;  his  humour 
gay,  but  very  unequal  frorn  cruel  fits  of  fpleen  and 
melancholy,  being  íubjed  to  great  dámps  from  fud- 
den  changes  oí  weather,  but  chiefly  from  the  croíTes 
ánd  furprifing  turns  in  his  bufinefs,  and  dikippoint- 
ments  he  met  with  fo  often  in  his  endeavours  to  con- 
tribute  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  country, 
which  he  thought  himfelf  two  or  three  times  fo  near 
compaíTmg,  that  he  could  not  think  with  patience  of 
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what  had  hindered  it,  or  of  thofe  that  he  thought  had 
been  the  occafion  of  his  difappointments. 

He  neverfeemed  bufy  in  his  greateft  employments* 
was  a  great  lover  of  liberty,  and  therefore  hated  the 
fervitude  of  courts  -5  faid  he  could  never  ferve  for 
wages,  ñor  be  bufy  (as  one  is  fo  often  diere)  to  no 
purpoíe  ;  and  never  was  willing  to  enter  upon  any 
employment  but  that  of  a  public  Minifter. 

He  had  been  a  paffionate  lover,  was  a  kind  huíband, 
a  fond  and  indulgent  father,  a  good  mafter,  and  the 
beft  friend  in  the  world ;  and,  knowing  himfelf  to  be 
fo,  was  impatient  of  the  leaft  fufpicion  or  jealoufy  from 
thofe  he  lo  ved.  He  was  ever  kind  to  the  memory  of 
thofe  he  had  once  liked  and  eftecmed  j  wounded  to  the 
heart  by  grief,  upon  the  many  loíTes  of  his  children 
and  friends,  till  recovered  by  reafon  and  philofophy, 
and  that  perfedt  rengnation  to  Almighty  God,  which 
he  thought  fo  abfolute  a  part  of  our  duty ;  upon  thofe 
fad  occaíions  often  faying,  His  holy  ñame  be  praifed : 
His  wiü  be  done. 

He  was  not  without  ítrong  averílons,  fo  as  to  be 
uneafy  at  the  firít  fight  of  fome  he  diíliked,  and  impa¬ 
tient  of  their  converfation  •,  apt  to  be  warm  in  difputes 
and  expoftulations,  which  made  him  líate  the  one,  and 
avoid  the  other,  which,  he  ufed  tofay,  might  fometimes 
do  well  between  lovers,  but  never  between  friends ; 
he  turned  his  converfation  to  what  was  more  eafy  and 
pleafant,  efpecially  at  table,  where,  he  faid,  ill  hu- 
mour  ought  never  to  come,  and  his  agreeable  talk  at 
it,  if  it  had  been  fet  down,  would  have  been  very  en- 
tertaíning  to  the  reader,  as  well  as  it  was  to  ib  many 
that  heard  it.  He  had  a  very  familiar  way  or  ce-n- 
verfing  with  all  forts  of  people,  from  the  greateft 
princes  to  the  meaneíl  fervants,  and  even  children, 
whofe  imperfeót  language  and  natural  and  innocent 
talk  he  was  fond  of,  and  made  en-tertainment  out  of 
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cvery  thing  that  could  afForcl  it  ;  when  that  he  liked 
bdl  failed,  the  next  ferved  turn. 

He  lived  healthfui  till  forty-two,  then  began  to  be 
troubled  with  rheums  upon  his  teeth  and  eyes,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  air  of  Holland,  and  which  ended, 
when  he  was  forty-feven,  in  the  gout,  upon  which  he 
grew  very  melancholy,  being  then  AmbaíTador  at  the 
Hague  ;  he  faid,  a  man  was  never  good  for  any  thing 
after  it •,  and  tho5  he  continued  in  bufinefs  near  three 
years  longer,  ’twas  always  with  defign  of  winding  him- 
íelf  out  as  faíl  as  he  could  *,  and  making  good  his  own 
rules,  that  no  body  íhould  makc  love  after  forty,  ñor 
be  in  bufinefs  after  fifty :  and  tho?  from  this  time  he 
had  frequent  returns  of  ill  health,  he  never  cared  to 
conful t  phyficians  \  faying,  he  hoped  to  die  without 
them  ;  and  truíled  wholly  to  the  care  and  advice  of 
his  friends,  which  he  often  expreííed  himfelf  fo  happy 
in,  as  to  want  nothing  but  health  ;  which  fince  riches 
could  not  help  him  to,  he  defpifed  them. 

He  was  born  to  a  moderare  eílate,  and  did  not 
much  increafe  it  during  his  employments,  which,  he 
teils  his  fon  in  his  letter  to  him  before  the  fecond  part 
of  his  Memoirs ,  c  it  is  fit,  íhould  contribute  fome- 
c  thing  to  his  entertainment,  fince  they  had  done  fo 
c  little  to  his  fortunes  *,  upon  which  he  could  make 
*  him  no  excufe,  fince  it  was  fo  often  in  his  power, 
c  that  it  v/as  never  in  his  thoughts,  which  were  ever 
c  turned  upon  how  much  lefs  he  wanted,  rather  than 
c  how  much  more.5  And  in  a  fine  ftrain  of  philo 
fophy  he  concludes,  c  If  yours  have  the  fame  turn, 
c  you  will  be  but  too  rich  ;  if  the  contrary,  you  wilí 
c  be  ever  poor.5  King  Charles  II.  gave  him  the  re- 
verfion  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  place  in  Ireland, 
after  his  father,  who  kept  it  during  his  life ;  and  the 
prefents  made  him,  in  his  feveral  embaílies,  were 
chiefiy  laid  out  in  building  and  planting,  and  in  pur- 
chafing  oíd  ílatues  and  piílures,  that  ftill  remain  in 
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his  family,  which  were  his  only  expence  or  extrava- 
gance,  but  not  too  great  for  his  income.  Thofe  that 
knew  him  little,  thought  him  rich;  to  whom  he 
ufed  to  anfwer  pleafantly,  that  he  wanted  nothing 
but  an  eftate  ;  and  yet  no  body  was  more  generous 
to  his  friends,  or  more  charitable  to  the  poor,  in 
giving  often,  to  true  objeéts  of*  charity,  an  hundred 
pounds  at  a  time,  and  fometimes  three  hundred. 

His  religión  was  that  of  the  church  of  England, 
in  which  he  was  born  and  bred ;  how  loofe  fo- 
ever  Riíhop  Burnet,  in  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  times, 
reprefents  his  principies  (from  that  common-place 
of  hearfay  that  runs  through  the  whole,  for  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  Sir  William)  yet  there  is  no 
ground  for  fuch  uncharitable  refiedlions  given  in  his 
writings,  in  which  his  excellent  letter  to  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  EíTex  is  a  convincing  proof  both  of  his  piety 
and  eloqtience;  and  to  that  pichare,  drawn  by  him- 
felf  in  his  works,  I  refer  thofe  that  care  either  to 
know  or  to  imítate  him. 
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Written  in  the  Tear  1672* 


H  E  nature  of  man  feems  to  be  the  fame 
in  all  times  and  places,  but  varied,  like 
their  ftatures,  complexions,  and  features 
by  the  forcé  and  influence  of  the  feveral 
dimates  where  they  are  born  and  bred  ^  which  pro¬ 
duce  in  them,  by  a  different  mixture  of  the  humours, 
and  operation  of  the  air,  a  different  and  unequal  courfe 
of  imaginations  and  paíiions,  and  confequently  of  dif- 
courfes  and  aótions. 

Thefe  differences  incline  men  to  feveral  cuftoms, 
educations,  opinions,  and  laws,  which  form  and  go- 
vern  the  feveral  nations  of  the  world,  where  they  are 
not  interrnpted  by  the  violence  of  fome  forcé  from 
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without,  or  fome  fadtion  within,  which,  like  a  great 
blow,  or  a  ^reat  difeafe,  may  either  change  or  deftroy 
the  very  fraíne  of  a  body ;  though,  if  it  íives  to  reco- 
ver  ftrength  and  vigour,  it  commonly  returns  in  time 
to  its  natural  conftituticn,  or  lomething  near  it. 

(I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  changes  and  revolutions  of 
State,  or  inílitutions  of  government,  that  are  made 
by  the  more  immediate  and  evident  operation  of 
divine  vvill  and  providence  ;  being  the  themes  of  di¬ 
vines,  and  not  of  common  men  ;  and  the  fubjeéls  of 
our  faith,  not  of  reafon.) 

This  may  be  the  caufe  that  the  fame  countries  have 
generally  in  all  times  been  ufed  to  forms  of  govern¬ 
ment  much  of  a  fort ;  the  lame  nature  ever  continu- 
ing  under  the  fame  climate,  and  making  returns  into 
its  oíd  channel,  though  fometimes  led  out  of  it  by 
perfuafions,  and  fometimes  beaten  out  by  forcé. 

Thus  the  more  northern  and  fouthern  nations  (ex¬ 
tremes,  as  they  fay,  ftill  agreeing)  have  ever  lived  un* 
der  fingle  and  arbitrary  dominions ;  as  all  the  regions 
of  Tartary  and  Mufcovy  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  Afric 
and  India  on  the  other:  while  thofe  under  the  more 
températe  climates,  efpecially  in  Europe,  have  ever 
been  ufed  to  more  modérate  governments,  running 
anciently  much  into  commonwealths,  and  of  later  ages 
into  principalities  bounded  by  laws  which  diíFer  íefs 
in  nature  than  in  ñame. 

For,  though  the  oíd  diftinclions  run  otherwife, 
there  feem  to  be  but  tv/o  general  kinds  of  government 
in  the  world  ;  the  one  exercifed  according  to  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  commands  and  will  of  fome  fingleperfon  ;  and 
the  other  according  to  certain  orders  or  laws  intro- 
duced  by  agreement  or  cuftom,  and  not  to  be  chan- 
ged  without  the  conlent  of  rnany. 

But  under  each  of  thefe  may  fall  many  more  par¬ 
ticular  kinds  than  can  be  reduced  to  the  common 
fecads  of  government  receiyed  in  the  fchools.  For 
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thoíc  of  the  firft  fort  differ  according  to  the  difpo- 
fitions  and  humours  of  him  that  rules,  and  oí  them 
that  obey  ;  as  fevers  do  according  to  the  temper  of  the 
perfons,  and  accidents  of  the  feafons.  And  thofe  of 
the  other  fort  differ  according  to  the  quality  or  num- 
ber  of  the  perfons  upon  whom  is  devolved  the  au  • 
thority  of  making,  or  power  of  executing,  laws. 

Norwill  any  man,  that  underftands  the  ftate  oí  Po- 
land,  and  the  United  Provinces,  be  well  able  to  rango 
them  under  any  particular  ñames  of  government  that 
have  been  yet  invented. 

The  great  fcenes  of  aótion,  and  fubjefts  of  ancient 
ftory,  Greece,  Italy,  and  Sicily,  were  all  dividecl  into 
fmall  commonwealths,  till  íwallowed  up  and  made 
provinces  by  that  mighty  one  of  Rome,  together  with 
Spain,  Gaul,  andGermany.  Thefe  were  before  com- 
pofed  of  many  fmall  governments,  among  which  the 
cides  were  generally  under  commonwealths,  and  the 
countries  under  feveral  Princes,  who  were  Generáis  in 
their  wars,  but,  in  peace,  lived  without  armies  or 
guards,  or  any  inftruments  of  arbitrary  power ;  and 
were  only  chief  of  their  councils,  and  oí  thofe  affem- 
blies  by  wnofe  conful tations  and  authority  the  great 
affairs  and  aftions  among  them  were  refolved  and  en- 
terprifed. 

Through  all  thefe  regions,  fome  of  the  fmaller  States, 
but  chiefly  thofe  of  the  cides,  fell  often  under  tyran- 
nies,  which  fpring  naturally  out  of  popular  govern¬ 
ments  ;  while  the  meaner  fort  of  the  people,  oppref- 
fed  or  ill  protefted  by  the  richer  and  greater,  give 
themfelves  up  to  the  conduól  of  fome  one  man  in  chief 
credit  among  them,  and  fubmit  all  to  his  will  and 
difcretion,  either  running  eafily  from  one  extreme  to 
another,  or  contented  tofee  thofe,  they  hated  and  fear- 
ed  before,  now  in  equal  condition  with  themfelves;  or 
becaufe  a  multitude  is  incapable  of  íraming  orders, 
though  capable  of  conferving  them  :  or  that  every 
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man  comes  to  find  by  experience,  that  confuíion  and 
popular  tumuits  have  worfe  effeíts  upon  common  fafe- 
ty,  than  the  rankeít  tyranny.  For  it  is  eafier  to  pleafc 
the  lunnour,  and  either  appeafe  or  refift  the  fury,  of 
one  Tingle  man,  than  oí  a  multitude.  And,  taking 
each  or  them  in  their  extremes,  the  rage  of  a  tyrant 
may  oe  like  that  or  fire,  which  confumes  what  it  reach- 
es^but  by  degrees,  and  devouring  one  houle  after  an- 
otner  ;  whereas  the  rage  of  people  is  like  that  of  the 
tea,  which,  once  breaking  bounds,  overfiows  a  coun- 
try  with  that  iuddennefs  and  violence,  as  leaves  no 
hopes  either  oí  flying  or  refifting,  till,  with  the  change 
oí  tides  or  winds,  it  returns  of  itfelf. 


The  forcé  and  variety  of  accidents  is  fo  great,  that 
it  will  not  perhaps  bear  reafoning,  or  inquiry,  how  it 
comes  about  that  fingle  arbitrary  dominión  feems  to 
have  been  natural  toAfia  and  Afric,  andtheother  fort 
to  Europe.  For  though  Carthage  was  indeed  a  com~ 
monwealth  in  Afric,  and  Macedón  a  kingdom  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  yet  the  firíl  was  not  native  of  that  foil  (being  a 
colony  of  the  Tyrians,  as  there  were  fome  other  fmall 
ones  of  the  Grecians  upon  the  fame  coaíís)  and  the 
King  of  Macedón  governed  by  laws,  and  the  confent, 
as  well  as  councils,  of  the  nobles ;  not,  like  the 
Kings  of  Perfia,  by  humour  and  will ;  as  appears  by 
the  event  of  their  quarrel,  while  fo  few  fubjecfs  con¬ 
quered  lo  many  llaves, 

Yet  one  reafon  may  be,  thatSicily,  Greece,  and  Xta- 
ly  (which  were  the  regions  of  commonwealths)  were 
plantee!  thickwith  rich  and  populous  cides  (occafioned 
by  their  being  fo  far  encompaífed  with  the  fea)  and 
the  vein  of  all  rich  cides  ever  inclines  to  that  kind  of 
government ;  whether  it  be,  that,  where  many  grow 
rich,  many  grow  to  power,  and  are  harder  to  be  fub- 
jefted  ;  or,  where  men  grow  to  great  pofTeíTions,  they 
grow  more  intent  upon  laíety,  and  therefore  defire  to 
'pe  governed  by  laws  and  magiílrates  of  their  own 

choice» 
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dhoice,  fearingall  armedand  arbitrary  power;  or  that 
the  finall  compafs  of  cities  makes  the  eafe  and  conve- 
nience  of  affemblies  and  councils ;  or  that  converfa- 
tion  fharpens  men5s  wits,  and  makes  too  many  rea- 
jbners  in  matters  of  government. 

The  contrary  of  all  this  happens  in  countries  thin 
inhabited,  and  efpecially  in  vaíl  campania’s,  fuch  as 
are  extended  through  Afia  and  Afric,  where  there 
are  few  cities  beíides  what  grow  by  the  reíidence  of 
the  Kings  or  their  governors.  The  people  are  poorer, 
and,  having  little  to  lofe,  have  little  to  care  for,  and 
are  lefs  expofed  to  the  defigns  of  power  or  violence. 
The  aíTembling  of  perfons,  deputed  from  people  at 
great  diítances  one  from  another,  is  trouble  to  them 
that  are  fent,  and  charge  to  them  that  fend.  And, 
where  ambition  and  avarice  have  made  no  entrance, 
the  defire  of  leifure  is  much  more  natural,  than  of 
bufinefs  and  care  :  beíides,  men  converfing  all  their 
lives  with  the  woods  and  the  íields,  and  the  herds, 
more  than  with  one  another,  come  to  know  as  little 
as  they  defire  ;  ufe  their  fenfes  a  great  deal  more  than 
their  reafons ;  examine  not  the  nature  or  the  tenure 
of  power  and  authority ;  find  only  they  are  fit  to 
obey,  becaufe  they  are  not  fit  to  govern ;  and  fo  come 
to  fubmit  to  the  will  of  him  they  found  in  power,  as 
they  do  to  the  will  of  heaven,  and  confider  allchanges 
of  conditions,  that  happen  to  them  under  good  or  bad 
Princes,  like  good  or  ill  feafons,  that  happen  in  the 
weather  and  the  air. 

It  may  be  faid  further,  that,  in  the  more  intem- 
perate  climates,  the  fpirits,  either  exhaled  by  heat,  or 
comprefied  by  coid,  are  rendered  faint  and  íluggiíh ; 
and  by  that  reafon  the  men  grow  tamer,  and  fitter  íor 
fervitude.  That,  in  more  temperare  regions,  the  fpi¬ 
rits  are  ítronger,  and  more  aftive,  whereby  men  be- 
come  bolder  in  the  defence  or  recovery  oí  their  líber- 
•fíes. 
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But  all  governmcnt  is  a  reftraint  upon  liberty; 
and,  under  all,  the  dominión  is  equally  abfolute 
where  it  is  in  the  laíl  refort. 

So  that  when  men  feem  to  contend  for  liberty,  it 
is  indeed  but  for  the  change  of  thofe  that  rule,  or  for 
the  forms  of  government  they  have  formerly  been 
ufed  to,  and  (being  grown  weary  of  the  prefent)  now 
begin  to  regret  *,  though  when  they  enjoyed  them  it 
was  not  without  fome  preífure  and  complaint.  Ñor 
can  it  be,  in  the  other  cafe,  that  when  vaíl  numbers 
of  men  fubmit  their  lives  and  fortunes  abfolutely  to 
the  wül  of  one,  it  fhould  be  want  of  heart,  but  muft 
be  forcé  of  cuftom,  or  opinión,  the  true  ground  and 
foundation  of  all  government,  and  that  which  fub- 
je¿ts  power  to  authority.  For  power,  arifing  from 
ftrength,  is  always  in  thofe  that  are  governed,  wffio 
are  many :  but  authority,  arifing  from  opinión,  is  in 
thofe  that  govern,  who  are  few. 

This  diftinélion  is  plain  in  the  forms  of  the  oíd 
Román  State,  where  laws  were  made,  and  refolutions 
taken,  authoritate  fenatus ,  and  jujjk  populi .  The  fenate 
were  authors  of  all  counfeis  in  the  State ;  and  what 
was  by  them  confulted  and  agreed,  was  propofed  to 
the  people,  by  whom  it  was  enafted,  or  commanded ; 
becaufe  in  them  was  the  power  to  make  it  be  obeyed. 
But  the  great  opinión  which  the  people  liad  at  firít  of 
the  perfons  of  the  Senators,  and  afterwards  of  their 
íamilies  (which  were  calied  Patricians)  gained  eafy  af- 
fent  to  what  was  thus  propofed,  the  authority  of  the 
perfons  adding  great  weight  to  the  reafon  of  the  things. 
And  this  went  fo  far,  that  though  the  choice  of  all 
magiftrates  was  wholly  in  the  people,  vet,  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  they  chafe  none  but  Patricians  into 
the  great  offices  of  State,  either  civil  or  military.  But 
when  the  people  began  to  lofe  the  general  opinión 
they  had  of  the  Patricians,  or  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to  be- 
lieve  fome  among  themfelves  were  as  able  and  fit,  as 
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íhefe,  to  advife  the  State,  and  lead  their  armies,  they 
then  pretended  to  fhare  with  the  Senate  in  the  magif- 
tracv,  and  bring  in  Plebeians  to  the  offices  of  chiefeft 
power  and  dignity.  And  herenpon  began  thofe  fe- 
ditions  which  fo  long  diítempered,  and  jit  length 
puined,  that  State. 

AUTHORITY  arifes  from  the  opinión  of  wif- 
dom,  goodnefs,  and  valour  in  the  perions  who  poi- 
fefs  it. 

Wifdom  is  that  which  malees  men  judge  what  are 
the  beft  ends,  and  what  the  beft  means  to  attain  them; 
and  gives  a  man  advantage  among  the  weak  and  the 
ignorant,  as  íight  among  the  blind  ;  which  is  that  oí 
counfel  and  direétion  :  this  gives  authority  to  age 
among  the  younger,  till  thefe  being  at  certain  years 
change  their  opinión  of  the  oíd,  and  of  themfelves. 
This°gives  it  more  abfolute  to  a  pilot  at  fea,  whom  all 
the  paflengers  fuffer  to  íteer  them  as  he  pleafes, 

Goodnefs  is  that  which  makes  men  prefer  their  du- 
ty  and  their  promife,  before  their  paffions  or  their 
intereft ;  and  is  properly  the  objeft  of  truft  :  in  our 
language,  it  goes  rather  by  the  ñame  of  honefty ; 
though°  what  we  cali  an  honeít  man,  the  Romans 
called  a  good  man  :  and  honefty  in  their  language, 
as  well  as  in  French,  rather  fignifies  a  compofition  of 
thofe  qualities  which  generally  acquire  honour  and 
efteem  to  thofe  who  poflefs  them. 

Valour,  as  it  gives  awe,  and  promifes  protecrion, 
to  thofe  who  want  either  heart  or  ftrength  to  defend 
themfelves  :  this  makes  the  authority  of  men  among 
women;  and  that  of  a  mafter-buck  in  a  numerous 
herd,  though  perhaps  not  ftrong  enough  for  any  two 
of  them  •,  but  the  impreffion  of  íingle  íear  holds  when 
they  are  all  together,  by  the  ignorance  of  uniting.  . 

Eloquence, 
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Eloquence,  as  it  paffes  for  a  mark  of  wirdom ;  beau- 
ty, ofgoodneís;  and  nobility,  of  valour  (which  was 
its  original)  nave  likewife  ever  íbme  effedt  upon  the 
opinión  of  the  people;  but  a  very  great  one  when  they 

are  really  joined  with  the  qualities  they  promife  or 
refemble. 

There  is  yet  another  fource  from  which  ufually 
íprings  greater  authority  than  from  all  the  reft;  which 
is  the  opinión  of  divine  favour  or  defignation  of  the 
perfons,  or  or  the  races  that  govern.  This  made  the 
Kings  among  the  heathens  ever  derive  themfelves,  or 
their  anceítors,  from  íbme  God ;  pafiing  thereby  for  hé¬ 
roes,  that  is,  perfons  iffued  from  the  mixture  of  divine 
and  human  race,  and  of  a  middle  nature  between  Gods 
and  men  :  others  joined  the  mitre  to  the  crown,  and 
thereby  the  reverence  of  divine,  to  the  refpedtof  civil 
power.  This  made  the  Caliphs  of  Perita  and  Egypt, 
and  the  great  Emperors  of  Arabia,  derive  themfelves  by 
feveral  branches  from  their  great  prophet  Mahomet : 
the  Yncas  in  Perú  from  the  Sun:  and  the  Ottoman 
race  to  be  adored  among  the  Turks,  as  defigned  by 
Heaven  for  perpetual  empire.  And  the  facring  of  the 
Kings  of  F ranee  (as  Loyfel  fays)  is  the  fign  of  their 
íovereign  prieíthood,  as  weli  as  kingdom  ;  and  in  the 
right  thereof  they  are  cap^ble  of  holding  all  vacant  be- 
nefices  of  the  church. 

Piety,  as  it  is  thought  a  way  to  the  favour  of  God  ; 
and  fortune,  as  it  looks  like  the  effedt  eitlier  of  that, 
or  at  leaft  of  prudence  and  courage,  beget  authority. 
As  likewife  fplendor  oí  hving  in  great  paiaces,  with 
numerous  attendance,  much  obfervance,  and  rich  ha- 
bits  difFering  from  common  men  :  both  as  it  feems  to 
be  the  reward  of  thofe  virtues  already  named,  or  the 
effeít  of  fortune ;  or  as  it  is  a  mark  of  being  obeyed 
by  many. 
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From  allthefe  authority  arifés,  but  is  by  nothingfo 
much  ftrengthened  and  confirmad  as  by  cuítom.  Fot- 
no  man  eafily  diítruíls  the  perfons,  or  difputes  the 
things,  which  he  and  all  men  that  he  knows  of  have 
been  always  bred  up  to  obferve  and  believe  ;  or,  if 
he  does,  he  will  hardly  hope  or  venture  to  introduce 
opinions  wherein  he  knows  no ne  or  few  of  his  mind, 
and  thinks  all  others  will  defend  thofe  already  recei- 
ved :  fo  as  no  man  or  party  can  oífer  at  the  change 
of  a  government  eftablifhed  without  firft  gaining  new 
authority  by  the  íleps  already  traced  out ;  and  in  fome 
degree  debañng  the  oíd  by  appearance  or  impreffions 
of  contrary  qualities  in  thofe  who  before  enjoyed  ir. 
This  induces  a  general  change  of  opinión  concerning 
the  perfon  or  party  like  to  be  obeyed  or  followed  by 
the  greateíl  or  ftrongeft  part  of  the  people  :  accord- 
ing  to  which,  the  power  or  weaknefs  of  each  is  to  be 
meafured.  So  as  in  effeft  all  government  may  be 
eíleemed  to  grow  ftrong  or  weak,  as  the  general  opi¬ 
nión  of  thefe  qualities  in  thofe  that  govern  is  leen  to 
leífen  or  increafe. 

And  power  muít  be  allowed  to  folio vv  authority  in 
all  civil  bodies  ^  as  in  natural,  the  motions  of  the  bo- 
dy  follow  thofe  of  the  mind  ;  great  numbers  ever  a£i> 
ing  and  purfuing  what  the  few  (whom  they  truft)  be- 
gin  or  advife. 


FROM  thi$  principie,  and  from  the  difcovery 
of  fome  natural  authority,  may  perhaps  be  deduced 
a  truer  original  of  all  govern ments  among  men,  than 
from  any  contraéis:  though  thefe  be  given  us  by  the 
great  writers  concerning  politics  and  laws.  Some  ot 
them  lay  for  their  foundation,  that  men  are  fociable 
creatures,  and  naturally  difpofed  to  live  in  numbers 
and  troops  together.  Others,  that  they  are  naturally 
creatures  of  prey,  and  in  a  líate  of  war  one  upon  an- 

other ; 


/ 


3  0  ¿ín  ¿Jfay  upon  the  original 

orlier ;  ío  as  to  avoicl  confufion  in  the  firft  cafe,  and 
violence  in  the  other,  they  fcundcutthe  necdlity  cf 
agreeing  upon  lome  orders  and  rules,  by  which  every 
man  gives  up  his  common  right  for  fome  particular 
poílelilon,  and  his  power  to  hurt  and  fpoil  others  for 
the  privilege  of  not  being  hurt  or  fpoiled  himfelf* 
And  the  agreement  upon  fuch  orders  by  mutual  con¬ 
tradi,  with  the  confent  to  execute  them  by  common 
ñrength  and  endeavours,  they  make  to  be  the  rife  of 
aií  civil  governments. 

I  know  not  whether  they  confider  what  it  is  that 
makes  fome  creatures  fociable,  and  others  live  and 
range  more  alone,  or  in  fmaller  companies ;  but  I  fup~ 
pofe  thofe  creatures  whofe  natural  and  neceífary  food 
is  eafy  and  plentiful,  as  grafs,  or  plants,  or  fruits  (the 
common  produót  of  the  earth)  are  the  fociable  crea- 
tures,  becaufe,  where-ever  they  go,  they  ufually  find 
what  they  want,  and  enough  for  them  all,  without  in- 
duílry  or  contention.  And  thofe  live  more  alone, 
whofe  food  (and  therefore  prey)  is  upon  other  fenfitive 
creatures,  and  fo  not  attained  without  purfuit  and  vi¬ 
olence,  and  feldom  in  fuch  quantities  at  once,  as  to 
fatisfy  the  hunger  of  great  numbers  together.  Yet 
this  does  not  hold  fo  far,  but  that  ravens  are  feen  in 
flocks  where  a  carrion  lies,  and  wolves  in  herds  to  run 
down  a  deer.  Nay,  they  feed  quietly  together  while 
there  is  enough  for  them  all ;  quarrelonly  when  it  be- 
gins  to  fail  ;  and  when  it  is  enaed,  they  fcatter  to  feek 
out  new  encounters.  Befides,  thofe,  called  fociable, 
quarrel  in  hunger  and  in  luft,  as  well  as  the  others  *, 
and  the  bull  and  the  rana  appear  then  as  much  in  fu- 
ry  and  war,  as  the  lion  and  the  bear.  So  that,  if 
mankind  muíl  be  ranged  to  one  of  thefe  forts,  I  know 
not  well  to  which  it  will  be  :  and  confidering  the  great 
differences  of  cuftoms  and  difpofitions  in  feversl  men, 
and  even  in  the  fame  men  at  feveral  times,  I  veiy 
much  doubt  they  muíl  be  diyided  into  feveral  forms. 

Ñor 
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Ñor  do  I  know,  if  men  are  like  ílieep,  why  they  need 
any  government ;  or,  if  they  are  like  wolves,  how 
they  can  fuffer  it.  Ñor  have  I  read  where  the  orders 
of  any  ftate  have  been  agreed  on  by  mutual  contraed; 
among  great  numbers  of  men,  meeting  together  in 
that  natural  ftate  of  war,  where  every  man  takes  him- 
felf  to  have  equal  right  to  every  thing.  But  often, 
where  fuch  orders  have  been  invented  by  the  wifdom, 
and  received  by  the  authority,  of  fome  one  man,  un- 
der  the  ñame  of  a  lawgiver ;  and  where  this  has  not 
happened,  the  original  of  government  lies  as  undiieo- 
vered  in  ftory,  as  that  of  time  :  all  nations  appearing, 
upon  the  firft  records  that  are  left  us,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Kings,  or  Princes,  or  fome  other  magif- 
trates. 

Befides,  this  principie  of  contradi,  as  the  original 
of  oovernment,  feems  calculated  for  the  account  given 
by  fome  of  the  oíd  poeís,  of  the  original  of  man, 
whom  they  raife  out  of  the  ground  by  great  numbers 
at  a  time,  in  perfed  ítature  and  ftrength.  Whereas,  if 
\ve  deduce  the  feveral  races  of  mankind  in  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  world  from  generation,  vve  muft  imagine 
the  firft  numbers  of  them,  who  in  any  place  agree  up¬ 
on  any  civil  conftitutions,  to  aífemble  not  as  fo  many 
fingle  heads,  but  as  fo  many  heads  of  families,  whom 
they  reprefent,  in  the  framing  any  compaól  or  com- 
mon  accord ;  and  confequently,  as  perfons  who  have 
already  an  authority  over  fuch  numbers  as  their  fami¬ 
lies  are  compofed  of. 

For  if  we  confider  a  man  multiplying  his  kind  by 
the  birth  of  many  children,  and  his  cares  by  providing 
even  necefíary  food  for  them,  till  they  are  able  to  do 
it  for  themfelves  (which  happens  much  later  to  the 
generations  of  men,  and  makes  a  much  longer  de- 
pendence  of  children  upon  parents,  than  we  can  ob« 
íerve  among  any  other  creatures  :)  if  we  confider  not 
only  the  cares,  but  the  induftry  he  is  forced  to,  for 
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the  neceiTary  fuílenance  of  his  helplefs  brood,  either 
in  gathering  the  natural  fruits,  or  raiíing  thofe  which 
are  purchafed  with  labour  and  toil ;  if  he  be  forced 
íor  l'upply  of  this  ftock  to  catch  the  tamer  creatures, 
and  hunt  the  wilder,  fometimes  to  exercife  his  cou~ 
rage  in  defending  his  little  family,  and  fighting  with 
the  ítrong  and  lavage  beaíts  (that  would  prey  upon 
hitn  as  he  does  upon  the  weak  and  the  mild;)  if  we 
fuppofe  him  difpoíing  with  difcretion  and  order  what- 
ever  he  gets  among  his  children,  according  to  each 
oí  their  hunger  or  need,  fometimes  laying  up  for  to- 
morrow  what  was  more  than  enough  for  to-day,  at 
other  times  pinching  himfelf,  rather  than  íiiffering  any* 
of  them  íhould  want  *,  and  as  each  of  them  grows  up, 
and  able  to  fhare  in  the  common  fupport,  teaching 
him  both  by  leííon  and  example,  what  he  is  now  to 
do  as  the  fon  of  this  family,  and  what  hereafter  as 
the  father  of  another  ;  inftrufting  them  all,  what  qua- 
lities  are  good,  and  what  are  ill,  for  their  health  and 
life,  or  common  fociety  (which  will  certainly  compre  - 
hend  whatever  is  generally  efteemed  virtue  or  vice  a- 
mong  rnen)  cheriíhing  and  encouraging  difpofitions  to 
the  good ;  disfavouring  and  puniíhing  thofe  to  the  ill ; 
and  laílly,  among  the  various  accidents  of  life,  liftinsr 
up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  when  the  earth  affords  him  no 
relief *,  and  having  recourfe  to  a  higher  and  a  o-reater 
nature,  whenever  he  finds  the  frailty  of  his  own ;  we 
muít  needs  conclude,  that  the  children  of  this  man 
cannot  fail  of  being  bred  up  with  a  great  opinión  of 
his  wifdom,  his  goodnels,  his  valour,  and  his  piety. 
And,  if  they  lee  conftant  plenty  in  the  family,  they 
believe  well  of  his  fortune  too. 

And  from  all  this  muít  naturally  arife  a  great  pa¬ 
ternal  authority,  which  difpofes  his  children  (at  leaít 
till  the  age  when  they  grow  fathers  themfelves)  to  be¬ 
fe  ve  what  he  teaches,  to  follow  what  he  ad viles,  and 
obey  what  he  commands. 
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Thus  the  father,  by  a  natural  right  as  well  as  au- 
thority,  becomes  a  governor  in  this  little  State ;  and 
if  his  life  be  long,  and  his  generations  many  (as  well  as 
thofe  of  his  children)  he  grows  the  governor  or  Kino- 
of  a  nation,  and  is  indeed  a  pater  fatria,  as  the  beft 
Kings  are,  and  as  all  Íhoiíld  be ;  and  as  thofe,  which 
are  not,  are  yet  content  to  be  called.  Thus  the  pe¬ 
culiar  compellation  of  the  King,  in  Trance,  is  by  the 
ñame  of  Sire,  which  in  their  ancient  language  is  no- 
thing  elfe  but  father,  and  denotes  the  Prince  to  be  the 
father  of  the  nation.  For  a  nation  properly  fignifies 
a  great  number  of  families,  derived  from  the  fame 
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blood,  born  in  the  fame  country,  and  living  under the 
fame  government  and  civil  conftitutions  *,  as  Patria 
does  the  land  of  oür  father,  and  fo  the  Dutch,  by  ex- 
preffions  of  dearnefs,  inftead  of  our  country,  fay  our 
father-land.  With  fuch  nations  we  find  in  Scripture 
all  the  lands  of  Judea,  and  the  adj  acent  territories,  were 
planted  of  oíd ;  with  fuch  the  many  feveral  provin- 
ces  of  Greece  and  Italy,  when  they  began  firft  to  ap- 
pear  upon  the  records  of  ancient  ftory  or  tradition ; 
and  with  fuch  was  the  main  land  of  Gaul  inhabited  in 
the  time  of  Crefar  ;  and  Germany  in  that  of  Taci'tus. 
Such  were  the  many  branches  of  the  oíd  Britifh  nation  ; 
the  Scepts  among  the  Iriíh  ;  and  fuch  the  infinite  va- 
riety  and  numbers  of  nations  in  Afric  and  America 
upon  the  firft  difeoveries,  diftinguifhed  by  their  feveral 
ñames,  and  living  under  their  feveral  Kings  or  Princes, 
till  they  carne  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  greater  empires. 

Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  natural  and  orip-inal 
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governments  of  the  world,  fpringing  from  a  tacit  de- 
ference  of  many  to  the  authority  of  One  fingle  perlón. 
Under  him  (if  the  father  of  the  family  or  nation)  the 
eider  of  his  children  comes  to  acquire  a  degree  of  au¬ 
thority  among  the  younger,  by  the  lame  means  the 
father  did  among  them ;  and  to  (liare  with  him  irr 
the  confultation  and  conduél  of  their  common  aftairs. 
Yol.  I  D  And 
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And  this,  together  with  an  opinión  of  wifdom  from. 
experience,  may  have  brought  in  the  authority  of  the 
elders  fo  often  mentioned  among  the  Jews  •,  and  in 
general  of  aged  men,  nofr  only  in  Sparta  and  Rome, 
but  all  other  places  in  lome  degree,  both  civil  and 
barbarous.  For  the  ñames  of  Lord,  Sigmory  Seigneur, 
Settnor ,  in  the  Italian,  French,  and  Spanifh  languages, 
feem  to  have  at  firíl  imported  only  eider  men,  who 
thereby  were  grown  into  authority  among  the  ieveral 
governments  and  nations,  which  feated  themfelves  in 
thoíe  countries  upon  the  fall  of  the  Román  empire. 

This  perhaps  brought  in  vogue  that  which  is  called 
the  authority  of  the  ancients  in  matters  of  opinión, 
though  by  a  miítaken  fenfe  •,  for  I  fuppofe  authority 
may  be  reafonably  allowed  to  the  opinión  of  ancient 
men  in  the  prefent  age  •,  but  I  know  not  why  it  Ihould 
be  fo  to  thofe  of  men  in  general  that  lived  in  ages 
Ion  o-  fince  paft  •,  ñor  why  one  age  of  the  world  ihould 
be  wifer  than  another  •,  or,  if  it  be,  why  it  Ihould  not 
be  rather  the  latter,  than  the  former,  as  having  the 
fame  advantage  of  the  general  experience  of  the  world, 
that  an  oíd  man  has  of  the  more  particular  experi- 

ments  of  íife. 

XHUS  a  famiíy  feems  to  become  a  little  king- 
dom,  and  a  kingdom  to  be  but  a  great  family. 

Ñor  is  it  unlikely  that  this  paternal  jurifdi<5hon  in 
its  fucceffions,  and  with  the  help  of  accidents,  may 
have  branched  out  into  the  feveral  heads  of  govern- 
ment  commonly  received  in  the  fchools.  For  a  fami¬ 
ly,  governed  with  order,  will  fall  naturally  to  the  fe- 
veral  trades  of  huíbandry,  which  are  tillage,  garden- 
incr,  and  pafturage  (the  produT  whereof  was  the  on- 
o-inal  riclies.)  For  the  managing  of  thefe  and  their 
mcreafc,  and  the  affiftance  of  one  man,  who  perhaps 
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ís  to  feed  twenty,  it  may  be  a  hundred  chlldren  (fince 
it  is  not  eafily  told  how  far  generations  may  extend 
with  the  arbitrary  choice  and  numbers  of  women, 
praótifed  ahciendy  in  moft  countries)  the  ufe  of  fer¬ 
vants  comes  to  be  neceffary.  Theíe  are  gained  by 
viftory  and  captives,  or  by  fugitives  out  of  fome 
worfe  governed  family,  where  either  they  cannot  or 
like  not  to  live,  and  fo  fell  their  liberty  to  be  aflured 
of  what  is  neceífary  to  life ;  or  elfe  by  the  debafed  na¬ 
ture  of  fome  of  the  children  vvho  feem  born  to  drud- 
gery,  or  who  are  content  to  increafe  their  pains  that 
they  may  leffen  their  cares,  and  upon  fuch  terms  be- 
come  fervants  to  fome  of  their  brothers  whom  they 
moft  efteem  or  chufe  fooneft  to  live  with. 

The  family,  thus  increafed,  is  ftill  under  the  father’s 
common,  though  not  equal  care  •,  that  what  is  due  to 
the  fervants  by  contraft,  or  what  is  fit  for  them  to 
enjoy,  may  be  provided,  as  well  as  the  portions  of  the 
children  ;  and  that  whatever  they  acquire  by  their  in- 
duftry  or  ingenuity  (beyond  what  the  mafters  expeft, 
or  exa&  from  them  by  the  conditions  of  their  fervi- 
tude)  fhould  be  as  much  their  property  as  any  divi- 
fions  of  land  or  of  ftock  that  are  made  to  the  fons ; 
and  the  poffelTion  as  fecure,  unlefs  forfeited  by  any  de- 
merit  or  oftence  againft  the  cuftoms  of  the  family, 

which  grow  with  time  to  be  the  orders  of  this  little 
State. 

Now  the  father  of  a  family  or  nation,  that  ufes  hi$ 
fervants  like  children  in  point  cf  juftice  and  care  *, 
and  adviíes  with  his  children  in  what  concerns  the 
comnionweal,  and  thereby  is  willingly  followed  and 
obeyed  by  them  all ;  is  what  1  fuppofe  the  ichools^ 
mean  by  a  Monarch.  And  he  that  by  haríhnefs  of 
nature,  wilfulnefs  of  humour,  intemperance  of  paf- 
lions,  and  arbitrarinefs  of  commands,  ufes  his  children 
like  fervants,  is  what  they  mean  by  a  Tyrant.  And 
where  as  the  firít  though  t  himfelf  fafe  in  the  love  and 
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obedience  of  his  chiídren  ;  the  other,  knowing  that 
he  is  feared  and  hated  by  them,  thinks  he  cannot  be 
fafe  among  his  chiídren,  bu:  byputting  arms  into  the 
hands  of  íüch  of  his  fervants  as  he  thinks  moft  at  his 
will ;  which  is  the  original  of  guards.  For  againft  a 
foreign  enemy,.  and  for  defence  of  evident  intereft, 
all  that  can  bear  arms  in  a  nation  are  foldiers.  Their 
caufe  is  common  fafety ;  their  pay  is  honour ;  and, 
when  they  have  purchafed  thefe,  they  return  to  their 
homes  and  former  conditions  of  peaceable  lives.  Such 
were  all  the  arañes  of  Greece  and  of  Rome  in  the  firíl 
ages  of  their  ftates.  Such  wcre  their  ge ns  d’ordonnance 
in  F ranee,  and  the  train-bands  in  England  :  butftand- 
ing  troops,  and  in  conftant  pay,  are  properly  fervants 
armed,  who  ufe  the  lance  and  the  fword,  as  other 
fervants  do  the  fickle  or  the  bilí,  at  the  command 
and  will  of  thofe  who  entertain  them.  And  there- 
fore  martial  law  is  of  all  other  the  moft  abfolute,  and 
not  like  the  government  of  a  father,  but  a  mafter. 

And  this  ¿rings  in  another  fort  of  power  diflinófe 
from  that  already  deicribed,  which  follows  authority 
and  confifts  in  the  willing  obedience  of  the  people  ; 
but  this  in  the  command  of  foidiers,  who  as  fervants 
are  bound  to  execute  the  will  and  orders  of  thofe  that 
lead  them.  And  as  authority  follows  the  qualities 
before-mentioned,  fo  this  power  follows  riches,  or  the 
opinión  of  it ;  a  multitude  of  fervants  being  his  that 
is  able  to  maintain  them.  And  thefe  kind  of  forcea 
come  to  be  ufed  by  good  Princes,  only  upon  necefilty 
of  providing  for  their  defence  againft  great  and  armed 
neighbours  or  enemies  *,  but  by  ill  ones  as  a  fupport 
of  deeayed  authority,  or  as  they  lofe  the  forcé  oí  that 
which  is  natural  and  paternal,  and  fo  grow  to  fet  up 
an  intereft  of  thofe  that  govern,  different  from  that 
of  thofe  that  are  governed,  which  ought  ever  to  be 
the  fame. 
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Yet  thisfeems  a  much  vveakcr  principie  of  govern- 
tnent  than  the  other;  for  the  nurnber  of  foldiers  can 
jnever  be  great  in  proportion  to  that  of  people,  no 
more  than  the  number  of  thofe  that  are  idle  in  a  coun- 
try,  to  that  of  thofe  vvho  live  by  labour  or  induítry  : 
lo  as  if  the  people  come  to  unite  by  any  ftrong  paf~ 
fion,  or  general  interdi,  or  under  the  wife  conducl  of 
any  authority  well  rooted  in  their  minds,  they  are 
mafters  of  armies.  Befides,  the  humour  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  runs  infenfibly  among  the  very  foldiers,  fo  as  ic 
íeems  much  alike  to  keep  oíf  by  guards  a  general  in¬ 
fección,  or  an  univerfai  fedition  ;  for  the  diítemper  in 
both  kinds  is  contagious,  and  feizes  upon  the  defen- 
ders  themfelves.  Befides,  common  pay  is  a  faint  prin¬ 
cipie  of  courage  and  aélion,  in  comparifon  of  religión, 
liberty,  honour,  revenge,  or  neceílity ;  which  malee 
every  foldier  have  the  quarrel  as  much  at  heart  as  their 
leaders,  and  feem  to  have  fpirited  all  the  great  actions 
and  revolutions  of  the  world.  And,  laftly,  without 
the  forcé  of  authority  this  power  of  foldiers  grows 
pernicious  to  their  mafter,  who  becomes  their  fervant, 
and  is  in  danger  of  their  mutinies  as  much  as  any 
government  can  be  of  the  feditions  of  a  people. 

If  the  father  of  our  family  govern  it  with  prudence9 
goodnefs,  and  fuccefs,  and  bis  eldeft  fon  appear  heir 
to  the  virtues  and  worth  of  his  father,  he  fuccecds  in 
the  government  by  a  natural  right,  and  by  the  ílrength 
of  an  authority  both  derived  from  his  father,  and  ac- 
quired  by  his  own  perfonal  qualities :  but  if  either  the 
eldeft  fon,  by  qualities  degenerate  and  ill,  happen  to 
lofe  all  truft  and  opinión  (and  thereby  authority)  in  tlie 
family ;  or  elfe  to  die  before  his  time,  and  leave  a 
child  in  his  room  ;  when  the  father  comes  to  fail,  then 
the  children  fall  into  counfels  of  eleítion,  and  either 
prefer  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  tlien  living,  or  perhaps 
one  later,  and  fo  remoter  in  birth,  aceording  as  he 
¿nay  have  acquired  authority  by  thofe  qualities  which 
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naturally  produce  it,  and  promife  the  beft  conduct 
and  protedlion  to  the  common  affairs  of  the  family. 

Where  the  father  comes  to  lofe  his  authority,  many 
of  the  eider,  or  wifer,  of  the  fons  increafe  in  theirs  by 
the  fame  degree  ;  and  when  both  thefe  arrive  at  a  cer- 
tain  height,  the  nature  of  the  government  is  ready  for 
a  change  ;  and  upon  the  father’s  death,  or  general  de- 
feítion  of  the  family,  they  fucceed  in  his  authority, 
whilíl  the  humour  of  the  whole  bodv  runs  againft  the 
fucceífion  or  eieétion  of  any  fingle  perfon,  which  they 
are  grown  v/eary  of  by  fo  late  an  exampie  •,  and  thus 
comes  in  what  they  cali  an  Ariítocracy.  But  authority 
contraíling  itfelf  (as  it  feems  natural  to  do  till  it  ends 
in  a  point  or  íingle  perfon)  this  government  falls  fome- 
timesinto  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  eítabliíh  itin  their 
families  ;  and  that  is  calied  an  Oligarchy.  If  the  au¬ 
thority  come  to  be  ioíl  in  either  of  thefe  forms,  while 
the  children  of  the  family  grow  into  the  manners  and 
qualities,  and  perhaps  into  the  condition  andpoverty, 
of  fervants ;  and  while  many  of  the  fervants,  by  in~ 
duftry  and  virtue,  arrive  at  riches  and  eíteem;  then 
the  nature  of  the  government  inclines  to  a  Democracy, 
or  popular  State,  which  is  neareft  confufion,  or  Anar- 
chy  ;  and  often  runs  into  it,  unlefs  upheld  or  direfted 
by  the  authority  of  one,  or  oí  fomefew  in  the  State, 
though  perhaps  without  titles,  or  marks  of  an  extra- 
ordinary  office  or  dignity. 


GOVERNMENTS,  founded  upon  contradi,  may 
have  fucceeded  thofe  founded  upon  authority:  but 
the  íiríl  of  thein  íhould  rather  feem  to  have  been  a- 
greed  between  Princes  and  fubjedts,  than  between  men 
of  equal  rank  and  power.  For  the  original  of  fub- 
jedHon  was,  I  fuppoie,  when  one  nation  warring 
trainft  another  (for  things  neceíTary  to  life,  or  for\vo- 
men}  or  for  extern  of  land)  óyercame  their  enemies-. 
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if  they  only  won  a  battle,  and  put  their  enemies  to 
flight,  thofe  they  took  prifoners  became  their  íla ves, 
and  continued  fo  in  their  generations,  unlefs  infran- 
chifed  by  their  mafters  :  but  if,  by  great  flaughter,  or 
frequent  vidories,  they  fubdued  the  very  courages  of 
their  enemies,  while  great  numbers  of  them  remained 
alive  ;  then  the  vanquiíhed  nation  became  íubjed  to 
the  conquerors  by  agreement,  and  upon  certain  condi- 
tions  of  fafety  and  protedion,  and  perhaps  equal  en- 
joyment  of  liberties  and  cuíioms  with  the  common 
natives  under  the  other  government:  if,  by  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  fucceííes  and  additions,  a  nation  extended  itfelf 
over  vaft  trads  of  land  and  numbers  of  people,  ít 
thereby  arrived  in  time  at  the  ancient  ñame  of  king- 
dom,  or  modern  of  empire. 

After  fuch  a  vidory,  the  chiefeíl  of  the  conquering. 
nations  become  rich  and  great  upon  the  divifions  ot 
lands,  of  fpoils,  and  of  flaves  :  by  all  which  they  grow 
into  power,  are  Lords  in  their  own  lands,  and  over 
thofe  that  inhabit  them,  with  certain  rights  or  jurif- 
didions,  and  upon  certain  homages  referved  to  the 
Prince.  The  cuftom  of  employing  thefe  great  per- 
fons  in  all  great  offices  and  councils  grows  to  pafs 
for  a  right  as  all  cuftom  does  with  length  and  forcé 
of  time. 

The  Prince  that  governs  according  to  the  condi- 
tíons  of  fubjedion  at  firft  agreed  upon  (of  which  ufe  is 
the  authentic  record)  and  according  to  the  ancient 
cuftoms,  which  are  the  original  laws  (and  by  which 
the  right  of  fucceffion  in  the  Crown,  as  well  as  pri¬ 
vare  inheritance  and  common  juftice,  is  direded  and 
eftabliffied)  is  called  a  lawful  fovereign ;  he  that 
breaks  and  violates  thefe  ancient  conílitutions  (efpe- 
cially  that  of  fucceffion)  is  termed  an  ufurper. 

A  free  nation  is  that  which  has  never  been  con¬ 
quered,  or  thereby  entered  into  any  conditions  of  fub¬ 
jedion  ;  as  the  Romans  were,  before  they  were  íub- 
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cjued  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals;  and  as  the  Turks 
íeem  to  be  at  this  time,  who,  having  been  called  from 
Scythia  to  affift  the  Grecian  empire  againft  that  of 
the  Saracens,  made  themfeives  maílers  of  both. 

In  countries  íafer  from  foreign  invafions  either  by 
feas  or  rivers,  by  mountains  and  paíTes,  orgreat  tradts 
of  rough,  barren,  and  uninhabited  lands,  people  lived 
generaiiy  in  fcattered  dwellings,  or  fmali  villages  : 
but,  where  invafion  is  eafy,  and  pafiage  open,  and 
bórdenme;  nations  are  preat  and  valiant  :  men  croud 
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together,  and  feek  their  fafety  from  pumbers  better 
ynited,  and  from  walls  and  othcr  fortifications,  the 
ufe  whereof  is  to  make  the  few  a  match  for  the  many, 
fo  as  they  may  fight  or  treat  on  equal  terms.  And 
this  is  the  original  of  cities ;  but  the  greatnefs  and 
riches  of  thern  increafe  according  to  the  commodiouf- 
nefs  of  their  íituation,  in  fertile  countries,  or  upon 
rivers  and  havens,  which  furpafs  the  greateíl  fertility 
of  any  foi!,  in  furniíhing  plenty  of  all  things  neceífary 
to  life  or  luxury. 

When  families  meet  together,  furround  themfeives 
by  walls,  íall  into  order  and  laws  (either  invented  by 
the  wifdom  of  fome  one,  or  fome  few  men,  and  from 
the  evidence  of  their  public  utility  received  by  all  *,  or 
elfe  introduced  by  experience  and  time)  and  thefe  cities 
preferve  themfeives  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pofTef- 
fions,  and  obfervance  of  their  inftitutions  againft  all 
invafions  •,  and  never  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  will 
of  any  conqueror,  or  condition  of  any  abfolute  fub- 
jeítion  ;  they  are  called  free  cities  •  and  of  fuch  there 
were  many  of  oid,  in  Greece  and  Sicily,  deducing  their 
original  from  fome  one  founder  or  iawgiver :  and  are 
many  now  in  Germany  fubjeft  to  no  laws  but  their 
pwn,  and  thofe  ol  the  Empire,  which  is  an  unión  of 
many  íqvereign  powers,  by  whofe  general  confent  in 
their  diets  all  its  conftitu ticas  are  framed  and  efta» 
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Commonwealths  were  nothing  more  in  their  origi  ¬ 
nal,  but  free  cines,  though  fometimes  by  forcé  of 
orders  and  difcipline,  or  of  a  numerous  and  valiant 
people,  they  have  extended  themfelves  into  mighty 
dominions  •,  and  often,  by  fituation  and  trade,  grow 
to  valí  riches,  and  thereby  to  great  power,  by  forcé  of 
mercenary  arms.  And  thefe  ieem  to  be  more  arti¬ 
ficial,  as  thofe  of  a  fingle  perfon  the  more  natural,  go- 
vernments  •,  being  forced  to  lupply  the  want  of  au  - 
thority  by  wife  inventions,  orders,  and  inftitutions. 

For  authority  can  never  be  fo  great  in  many  as  in 
one,  becaufe  the  opinión  of  thofe  qualities,  which 
acquire  it,  cannot  be  equal  in  feveral  perfons. 

Thefe  governments  feem  to  be  introduced,  either 
by  the  vviidorn  and  moderation  of  lome  one  lawgiver, 
who  has  authority  enough  with  the  people,  to  be  fol- 
jowed  and  obferved  in  all  his  orders  and  advices  ;  and 
yet  prefer  that  which  he  efteems  public  utility,  before 
any  intereft  or  greatnefs  of  his  own  (fuch  were  Ly- 
curgus  in  Sparta,  and  Solon  in  Athens,  and  Timoleon 
in  Syracufe :)  or  elfe  by  the  confluence  of  many  families 
out  of  fome  countries  expofed  to  fome  fierce  or  barba- 
rous  invafions,  into  places  fortified  by  nature,  and  fe- 
cure  from  the  fury  and  mifery  of  fuch  conquefts  (fuch 
wereRhodes  of  oíd,  and  feveral  fmall  iflands  upen  the 
coafts  of  lonia  ;  and  fuch  was  Venice,  founded  upen 
the  inundarían  of  the  barbarous  nations  over  Italy  :)  or 
laílly,  by  the  fupprefiion  and  extinflion  cf  fome  ty- 
ranny,  which,  being  thrown  oíf  by  the  violent  indig¬ 
nación  of  an  opprefied  people,  malees  way  for  a  popu¬ 
lar  government,  or  at  leafb  fome  form  very  contrary 
to  that  which  they  lately  execrated  and  deteíled  :  fuch 
were  Reme  upon  the  expulfion  of  the  Tarquins,  and 
the  United  Provinces  upon  their  revolt  from  Spain. 
Yet  are  none  of  thefe  forms  to  be  raifed  or  upheld  with- 
out  the  influente  of  authority,  acquired  by  the  forcé 
of  opinión  of  thofe  virtues  <ibove-myntioned,  which 
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concurred  in  Brutus  among  the  Romans,  and  in  Princc 
AVilliam  of  Orange  among  thofe  of  the  Netherlands. 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  arguments  or  comparifons 
óf  the  feveral  forms  of  government  that  have  been, 
or  are  in  the  world ;  wherein  that  caufe  feems  com- 
monly  the  better,  that  has  the  better  advócate,  or  is 
advantaged  by  frefher  experience,  and  impreílions  of 
good  or  evil,  from  any  of  the  forms  among  thofe  that 
judge  :  they  have  aii  their  heights  and  their  falls,  their 
ítrong  and  weak  fides  \  are  capable  of  great  perfeítions, 
andiubjeít  to  great  corruptions;  and  though  the  pre- 
ference  feem  already  decided  in  what  has  been  faid  of 
a  fingle  perlón  being  the  original  and  natural  govern* 
ment  ^  and  that  it  is  capable  of  the  greateft  authority 
(which  is  the  foundation  of  all  cafe,  fafety,  and  order 
in  the  governments  of  the  world)  yet  it  may  perhaps 
be  the  moft  reafonably  concluded,  That  thofe  forms 
are  beft,  which  have  been  longeít  received  and  autho- 
rized  in  a  nation  by  cuítom  and  ufe ;  and  into  which 
the  humours  and  manners  of  the  people  run  with  the 
moít  general  and  ítrongeft  current. 

Or  elfe,  that  thofe  are  the  beft  governments, 
where  the  beft  men  govern  ;  and  that  the  difference 
¿s  not  fo  great  in  the  forms  of  magiftracy,  as  in  the 
perfons  of  magiftrates ;  which  may  be  the  fenfe  of 
what  was  faid  of  oíd  (taking  wife  and  good  men  to 
be  meant  by  philofophers)  that  the  beft  governments 
were  thofe,  where  Kings  were  philofophers,  or  philo¬ 
fophers  Kings- 

é 

\ 

THE  fafety  and  firmnefs  of  any  frame  of  go¬ 
vernment  may  be  beft  judged  by  the  rules  of  Ar- 
chiteflure,  which  teach  us  that  the  Pyramid  is  of  all 
figures  the  firmeft,  and  leaft  fubject  to  be  fhaken  or 
overthrown  by  any  concuffions  or  accidents  from  the 
earth  or  air  ¿  and  it  grows  ftill  fo  much  the  firmer, 

by 
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by  how  much  broader  the  bottom  and  fharper  the 
top. 

The  ground,  upon  which  all  government  ítands,  is 
the  confent  of  the  people,  or  the  greateft  or  ftrongeft 
part  of  them  ;  whether  this  proceed  from  reflexions 
upon  whar  is  paft,  by  the  reverence  of  an  authority 
under  which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  for  many 
ases  been  born  and  bred *,  or  from  a  fenfe  of  what  is 
prefent,  by  the  eafe,  plenty,  and  iafety  they  enjoy  *,  or 
from  opinions  of  what  is  to  come,  by  the  fear  they 
have  from  the  prefent  government,  or  hopes  from 
another.  Now  that  government  which  by  any  of  thefe, 
or  all  thefe  ways,  takes  in  the  confent  of  the  greateft 
number  of  the  people,  and  confequently  their  defires 
and  refolutions  to  fupport  it,  may  juftly  be  faid  to 
have  the  broadeft  bottom,  and  to  ftand  upon  the  lar- 
geft  compafs  of  ground  ;  and,  ir  it  termínate  in  the 
authority  of  one  í ingle  perfon,  it  may  likewiíe  be  faid 
to  have  the  narroweft  top,  and  ío  to  make  the  figure 
of  the  firmeft  fort  of  pyramid. 

On  the  contrary,  a  government  which  by  alienating 
the  affeítions,  lofing  the  opinions,  and  crofíing  the 
interefts  of  the  people,  leaves  out  of  its  compaís  the 
greateft  part  of  their  confent,  may  juftly  be  faid,  in 
the  fame  degrees  it  thus  lofes  ground,  to  narrow  its 
bottom  :  and  if  this  be  done  to  ferve  the  ambition, 
humour  the  paffion,  fatisfy  the  appetites,  or  advance 
the  power  and  interefts  not  only  of  one  man,  but  of 
two,  or  more,  or  many  that  come  to  fhare  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  by  this  means  the  top  may  be  juftly  faid 
to  grow  broader,  as  the  bottom  narrower  by  the  other. 
Now  by  the  fame  degrees  that  either  of  thefe  happen, 
the  ftability  of  the  figure  is  by  the  firme  leífened  and 
impaired  •,  fo  a$  at  certain  degrees  it  begins  to  grow 
fubjedt  to  accidents  of  wind  and  weather  •,  and  at  cer¬ 
tain  others,  it  is  fu  re  to  fall  of  itfelf,  or  by  the  leaft 
íhake  that  happens  to  the  ground. 
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By  thefe  meafures  it  will  appear,  that  a  monarchy 
where  the  Prince  governs  by  the  affefíions,  and  ac- 
cording  to  the  opinions  and  interefts,  of  his  people, 
or  the  bulk  of  them  (that  is,  by  many  degrees  the 
greateft  or  ftrongeft  part  ofthem)  makes  of  all  others 
the  fafeíl  and  firmeft  government :  and  on  the  con- 
trary,  a  popular  State  which  is  not  founded  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  humours  and  intereftof  the  people,  but  only  of 
the  perfons  who  fhare  in  the  government,  or  depend 
upon  it,  is  of  all  others  the  moít  uncertain,  unftable, 
andfubjcót  to  the  moít  frequent  and  eafy  changes. 

That  a  monarchy  the  lefs  it  takes  in  of  the  people’s 
opinions  and  intereíls,  and  the  more  it  takes  in  of  the 
paffions  and  intereít  of  particular  men  (befides  thofe 
of  the  Prince,  and  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  people) 
the  more  unftable  it  grows.,  and  the  more  endangered 

O  ^  '  O 

by  every  ftorm  in  the  air,  or  every  íhake  of  the  earth  : 
and  a  commonwealth,  the  more  it  takes  in  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  humour  and  bent  of  the  people,  and  the  more 
it  fpires  up  to  a  head  by  the  authority  of  fome  one  per- 
fon  founded  upon  the  íove  and  eífeem  of  the  people  ; 
the  firmer  it  ftands,  and  lefs  fubjeót  to  danger  or 
ohange  by  any  concuíiions  of  earth  or  of  air. 

’Tis  true  that  a  pyramid  reverted  may  ftand  a 
while  upon  its  po.int,  if  balanced  by  admirable  íkilL 
and  held  up  by  perpetual  care,  and  there  be  a  calm 
in  the  air  about  it :  nay,  if  the  point  be  very  hard  and 
ftrong,  and  the  foil  very  yielding  and  foft,  it  may 
píerce  into  the  ground  with  time,  ib  as  to  grow  the 
firmer  the  longer  it  ífands :  but  this  laft  can  never 
happen  if  either  the  top  of  the  figure  be  weak  orfoft, 
or  if  the  foil  be  hard  and  rough  •,  and  at  the  beft  it  is 
fubjeél  to  be  overthrown,  if  not  by  its  own  weight, 
yet  whenever  any  foreign  weight  fhall  chance  to  fa.ll 
upon  any  part  of  it ;  and  the  firft  rnuft  overturn  when¬ 
ever  there  happens  any  unequaüty  in  the  balance,  or 
any  nerdinence  in  the  hands  that  fet  it  up  j  and,  even 
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without  eirher  of  thofe,  whenever  there  arifes  any  vi- 
ólence  to  íhake  it,  either  from  the  winds  abroad,  or 
thofe  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  where  it  ftands. 

I  will  not  pretend  from  thi's  fcheme  to  prefage  or 
judge  of  the  future  events  that  may  attend  any  go- 
vernments  ;  which  is  the  bufmefs  of  thofe  that  are 
more  concerned  in  them  than  I  am,  and  write  with 
other  defigns  than  that  alone  of  diícovering  and  clear- 
íng  truth  :  but  I  think  any  man  may  deduce  from  it 
the  caules  of  the  feveral  revolutions  we  may  find  up- 
on  record  to  have  happened  in  the  governments  of  the 
v/orld;  except  fuch  as  have  been  brought  about  bv 
the  unrefiftable  forcé  and  conquefts  of  fome  nations 
over  others  whom  they  very  much  furmounted  in 
ftrength,  courage,  and  numbers  :  yet  the  brave,  long, 
and  almoftincredible  aeferrces  that  have  ftill  beenmade 
by  thofe  governments,  which  were  rooted  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  affeótions,  efteem,  and  interefts  of  the  nation,  make 
it  fyem  probable  that  almoft  all  the  conquefts  we  read 
of  have  been  made  way  for,  or  in  fome  meafure  fací- 
litated,  if  not  affifted,  by  the  weaknefs  of  the  conquer¬ 
ed  government,  grown  from  the  difefteem,  diflatisfae- 
tion,  or  indifferency  of  the  people ;  or  from  thofe  vi- 
cious  and  effeminate  conftitutions  of  body  and  mind 
among  them,  which  ever  grow  up  in  the  corrupt  air 
of  a  wreak  or  loofe,  a  vicious  or  a  faólious  State  ;  and 
fuch  can  nbyer  be  ftrong  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
ñor  confequently  firm  upon  that  which  is  the  truc 
bottom  of  all  governments  in  the  world. 

Thus  the  fmall  Athenian  State  refifted  with  fuccefs 
the  vaft  power  and  forces  of  the  Perfrans  in  the  time 
of  MiltiadesandThemiftocles;  Rome  thofe  of  the  Gañís, 
in  the  time  of  Camillus,  and  the  vaft  armies  colleéted 
from  Afric,  Spain,  and  the  greateft  part  of  Italy,  m- 
the  Carthaginian  wars  (under  the  conduíl  of  feveral 
great  Captains,  but  chieñy  Fabius  and  Scipio  :)  ti  le 
Ettle  principality  of  Epire  was  invincible  by  the  whole 
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pov/er  °f  the  Turks  in  three  feveral  invaíions  uncíer 
rheir  Prince  Caftriot  (commonly  called  Scanderbeg  :) 
the  kingdom  of  León  and  Oviedo,  by  all  the  wars  of 
the  Moors  or  Saracens  for  many  ages  •,  the  State  of 
Venice,  by  thofe  of  the  Turks  :  the  Switzers,  by  the 
power  of  the  Emperors  ;  and  the  Hollanders  by  that 
of  Spain  ;  becaufe  in  all  thefe  wars  the  people  were 
both  united  and  fpirited  by  the  common  love  of  their 
country,  their  liberty,  or  religión,  or  by  the  more 
particular  efteem  and  love  of  their  Princes  and  leaders. 

In  the  conqueft  of  the  Lydians  by  Cyrus,  and  the 
Períians  by  Alexander ;  of  the  great  Afian  and  Egyp- 
tian  Kings  by  the  Román  State  ;  and  of  all  the  Ro¬ 
mán  provinces  by  the  feveral  Northern  (or,  as  they 
were  ufually  called,  barbarous)  nations ;  of  the  Spa- 
niards  by  the  Moors  ;  the  Gauls  by  the  Franks ;  and  of 
our  ancient  Britons  by  the  Saxons ;  it  is  eafy  and  ob- 
vious  to  obferve  that  the  refiítances  were  rendered  faint 
and  weak,  ei  ther  by  the  foft  and  effeminate  difpofitions 
of  the  people  grown  up  under  the  eafinefs,  or  exam- 
pies  of  vicious  or  luxurious  Princes  v/hom  they  nei- 
ther  honour  ñor  willingly  obey  *,  or  elfe  by  the  com¬ 
mon  hatred  and  difdain  of  their  prefent  fervitude, 
which  they  were  content  to  change  for  any  other  that 
carne  in  their  way-,  orlafily,  by  the  diílraóted  faólions 
of  a  difcontented  nation,  who  agreed  in  no  one  com¬ 
mon  defign  or  defence  ;  ñor  under  any  authority 
grounded  upon  the  general  love  or  efteem  of  the  people, 

Of  inftability  and  changes  of  government  arrived 
by  narrowing  their  bottoms,  which  are  the  confent  and 
concurrence  of  the  peopie’s  affeftions  and  interefts,  all 
fíories  and  ages  afford  continual  example.  From  henee 
proceecled  the  frequent  tumults,  feditions,  and  altera- 
tions  in  the  commonwealths  of  Athens  and  Rome,  as 


often  as  either  by  the  charms  of  orators,  or  the  fvvray 
of  men  grown  to  unufual  power  and  riches,  the  go- 
vernments.were  engaged  in  caunfels  or  aftions  contra- 
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*  ry  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  people.  Henee  the 
feveral  violent  changes  that  have  arrived  in  the  races 
or  perfons  of  the  Princes  of  England,  France,  or  Spain  : 
ñor  has  the  forcé  hereof  appeared  any  where  more  vi- 
fible  than  in  France,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
and  a  conílant  íucceffion  of  minions  (as  they  were  then 
called)  where  all  was  conduóled  by  the  private  paf- 
fions,  humours,  and  interefts  of  a  few  perfons  in  fole 
confidence  with  the  King,  contrary  to  thofe  more  pub- 
lic  and  current  of  the  people  ;  till  he  carne  to  lofe  at 
firft  allefteem,  and  afterwards  obedience,  and,  at  laft, 
his  life  in  the  troubles  given  him  by  the  League. 

That  government  was  in  the  fame  manner  expofed 
to  the  dominión  of  fucceeding  favourites  during  the 
regeney  of  the  Queen-mother,  in  the  minority  of 
Lewis  XIII.  which  occafioned  perpetual  commotions 
in  that  State,  and  changes  in  the  miniftry ;  and 
would  certainly  have  produced  thofe  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  too,  if  Richlieu,  having  gained  the  abfolute 
afeendant  in  that  Court,  had  not  engaged  in  the  de- 
figns,  at  firft,  of  a  war  upon  the  Hugonots,  and,  af- 
ter  that  was  ended,  upon  Spain  ;  in  both  which  he  fei! 
in  with  the  current  humour  and  dilpofitions  of  the  peo- 
pie  ;  which,  with  the  profperous  fuccefíes  of  both 
thofe  enterprifes,  helped  to  bear  up  him  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  againft  all  the  hatred  and  continua!  prac- 
tices  of  the  great  ones  in  the  kingdom. 

But  the  two  freíheft  examples  may  be  drawn  from 
the  revolutions  of  England  in  the  year  íixty,  and 
of  Flolland  in  feventy-two.  In  the  firft,  the  ufurp- 
ed  powers,  that  had  either  defigned  no  root,  or  at 
ieaft  drawn  none  but  only  in  the  aífe&ions  and  interefts 
of  thofe  that  were  engaged  with  the.  government; 
thought  themfelves  fecure  in  the  ftrength  of  an  unfoi.1- 
ed  armyof  above  íixty  thoufand  men,  and  in  a  reve- 
nue  prbpor donadle,  raifed  by  the  awe  of  their  torces, 
though  with  the  mock-forms  of  legal  fupplies  by  pre¬ 
tended 
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tended  Parliaments  ;  yet  we  faw  them  forced  to  giva 
way  to  the  bent  and  curren t  humour  of  the  people,  in 
íavour  of  their  ancient  and  lawful  government ;  and 
this  mighty  army,  of  a  fudden,  lofe  their  heart  and 
their  ftrength,  abandon  what  they  had  fo  long  called 
their  caufe  and  their  intereft,  and  contení  themfelves 
to  be  moulded  again  into  the  mafs  of  the  people  ^  and, 
by  confpiring  with  the  general  humour  of  the  nation, 
malte  way  for  the  King’s  glorious  reftoration  without 
a  drop  of  blood  drawn  in  the  end  of  a  quarrel,  the 
beginning  and  courfe  whereof  had  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
kingdom. 

For  the  other  in  Holland,  the  conftitution  of  their 
government  had  continued  twenty  years  in  the  hands 
of  their  popular  magiftrates,  after  the  exclufion  or 
intermilTion  of  the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  Orange, 
upon  the  death  of  the  laftPrince,  andinfaneyof  this. 
The  chief  direction  of  their  affairs  had  for  eighteen 
years  lain  conftantly  in  the  hands  of  their  Penfioner 
De  Witt,  a  minifter  of  the  greateft  authority  and  fuffi- 
ciency,  the  greateft  application  and  induftry  that  was 
ever  known  in  their  State.  In  the  courfe  of  his  minif- 
try,  he  and  his  party  had  reditced  not  only  all  the  ci¬ 
vil  charges  of  the  government  in  his  Province,  but  in 
a  manner  all  the  military  commands  in  the  army,  out 
of  the  hands  of  perfons  aífeótionate  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange,  into  thofe  efteemed  íure  and  faft  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  their  more  popular  State.  And  all  this  had 
been  attended,  for  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  with  the 
perpetual  fuccefs  of  their  affairs,  by  the  growth  of 
their  trade,  riches,  and  power  at  home,  and  the  com 
fideration  of  their  neighbours  abroad  :  yet  the  general 
humour  of  kindnefs  in  the  people  to  their  own  form 
of  government,  under  the  Princes  of  Orange,  grew 
up  with  the  age  and  virtues  of  the  young  Prince,  fo 
as  to  raife  the  profpeéf  of  fome  unavoidable  revolu- 
tions  amono:  them,  for  fe  ve  ral  years  before  it  arrived. 

And 
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And  we  have  feen  it  grovv  to  that  heighth  in  chis  pre- 
fent  year,  upon  the  Prince’s  Corning  to  the  two  and 
twentieth  of  his  age  (the  time  affigned  him  by  their 
conftitutions  for  his  entering  upon  the  public  charles 
of  their  rnilice)  that,  though  it  liad  found  them^in 
peace,  it  muft  have  occafioned  lome  violent  fedition 
in  their  State:  but,  meeting  vvith  the  conjunéture  of 
a  foreign  invafion,  it  broke  out  into  fo  furious  a  ra^e 
of  the  people,  and  fuch  general  tumults  through  tíie 
whole  country,  as  ended'in  the  blood  of  their° chief 
minifters  ;  in  the  difplacing  all  that  were  fufpected  to 
be  of  their  party  throughout  the  government ;  in  the 
ful!  reftituticn  of  the  .Prince’s  authority  to  the  higheft 
point  any  of  his  anee  lio  rs  ever  enjoyed  büt,  withalj 
in  fuch  a  dillraólion  of  their  counfels,  and  their  ac- 
tions,  as  made  way  for  the  eafy  fuccefies  of  the  FrencK 
¡nvaíion,  for  the  lofs  of  almoíl  five  of  their  Provinces 
in  two  months  time,  and  for  the  general  prelages  of 
ütter  ruin  to  their  State, 
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JF  JT ^  ^  d  JV  G  lately  feen  the  State  of  the  United  Pro* 
£f~j[  vine  es,  after  aprodigious  growth  in  riches,  beautyy 
extent  of  commerce ,  and  nnmber  of  inhabitants , 
arrived  at  length  to  fuch  a  height  ( by  the  firength  of  their 
natives ,  their  fortified  towns  and  fianding-f orces,  with  a 
confian t  revenus  preportioned  to  the' fupport  of  all  this 
greatnefs )  as  made  them  the  envy  of  fióme,  the  fear  of  others% 
and  the  wonder  of  all  their  neighbours : 

JVe  have ,  this  fummer  paft ,  beheld  the  fame  State,  in 
the  midfi  of  great  appearing  fafety,  order,  firength ,  and’ 
Vigour,  ahnofi  ruine  d  and  broken  to  pie  ce  s  in  fióme  few 
days,  and  by  very  few  blows  %  and  reduced  in  a  manner 
to  its  firfi  principies  of  weaknefs  and  difirefs ;  expofed, 
cppreffed,  and  very  near  at  merey :  their  inland  provinces 
JwallGwed  up  by  an  invafion,  almofi  as  fudden r  and  unre -- 
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Jified,  as  the  inundations  to  which  líe  others  are  fuljcft  i 
and  the  remainders  of  their  State  rather  kept  alive  by  neg- 
lett  or  dijconcert  of  its  enemies ,  than  by  any  jlrength  of 
iiature ,  or  endeavours  at  its  own  recovery . 

Now¿  becaufe  fuch  a  greatnefs ,  and  fuch  a  fall  of  this 
State ,  feem  revolutions  unparalleled  in  any  flor  y,  and  hard- 
ly  conceived  even  by  thofe  who  bave  late/y  feen  them -9  I 
thought  it  migbt  be  worth  an  idle  matís  time  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  tbis  ccmmonwealth ,  the 
canjes  of  their  greatnefs 9  and  the  feps  towards  their  fall  i 
which  were  all  made  by  motions ,  perhaps  little  taken  no - 
tice  of  by  common  eyes ,  and  alrnoft  undi fe  entibie  to  any  man 
that  was  not  placed  to  the  beft  advantage ,  and  femething 
concerned ,  as  well  as  much  inclined ,  to  obferve  them . 

hhe  ufual  dnty  of  employtnents  abroada  impofed  not  on- 
íy  by  cuftom ,  but  by  orders  of  State ,  made  it  ftfor  me  to 
prepare  fome  formal  account  of  this  country  and  govern - 
ment ,  after  two  years  embaffy  in  the  midji  of  fo  great  con¬ 
juntares  and  negotiations  amoHg  them .  And  fuch  a  re- 
wolution  as  has  fince  happened  there ,  though  it  may 
ha-ve  made  thefe  difeourfes  little  impertant  to  bis  Ma- 
jefty,  or  his  council ;  yet  it  will  not  have  rendered  them 
lefs  agreeable  to  common  eyes ,  who,  like  menthat  Uve  near 
the  fea,  will  r un  cut  upon  the  clijfs  to  gaze  at  it  in  a  florm9 
though  they  would  not  look  out  of  their  Windows  to  fee  it 
in  a  calm . 

Befdes .  at  a  time  when  the  ations  of  this  [cene  take  up, 
fo  generally,  the  eyes  and  difeourfes  of  their  neighbours , 
and  the  maps  of  their  country  grew  fo  much  in  reqiieft  *,  1 
thought  a  map  of  their  State  alnd  government  would  not  be 
unwelcome  to  the  world ,  fince  it  is  full  as  neccffary  as  the 
others  to  underftand  the  late  revolutions  and  changos  among 
toem .  And  as  no  mari  s  ficry  can  be  well  written  tiil  be 
ís  dead ;  fo  the  account  of  this  State  cculd  not  be  well 
groen  till  its  fal\  which  may  jujtly  be  dated  from  the 
t venís  of  laft  fummer  (whatever  fortunes  may  further  at- 
tend  them)  fince  therein  we  have  feen  the  fuddcn  and  vi - 
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olent  dfifolution  of  that  more  popular  government ,  which' 
had  continued ,  and  made  Jo  much  nofie ,  for  above  twenty 
years ,  z7z  ¿7?  world ,  without  the  exercife  or  injíuence  of  the 
authority  of  the  Princes  of  Orange ,  ¿z  ejfential  in 

the  firjl  conftitutions  of  their  State .  jV¿?r  c¿z/z  I  wholly  lofe 
my  pains  in  this  adv enture,  when  I  fio  allgahi  the  eafe  of 
anfwering  this  way,  at  once ,  thofe  many  quejlions  1  have 
lately  been  ufed  to  upon  this  cccafwn :  which  made  me  firjl 
objerve ,  and  wonder ,  honJi>  ignorant  we  were ,  generally ,  7z 
the  ajjairs  and  conjlitutions  of  a  country ,  fo  much  in  our 
eye,  the  common  road  of  our  travels ,  w.ell  as  fubjebl  of 
our  talk ,  and  which  we  have  been ,  of  late  >  #0/  curious y 

but  concerned ,  /£?  know. 

I  am  very  fenjible ,  how  ?//  ¿z  /ra¿?V  //  write,  wbere 
much  is  ventar ed ,  ¿zzz7  ’little  can  be  gained ;  fince  whoever 
do  es  it  ilf  isfure  of  contempt ;  ¿z,W  the  jujlliejt  that  can  be, 
when  no  man  provokes  him  to  dif cover  his  own  fe  lites,  or 
to  trouble  the  world .  If  be  writes  well ,  he  rafes  the  en- 
vy  of  thofe  wits  that  are  pojfejfed  of  the  vogue,  and  aro 
jealous  of  their  preferment  there ,  r/  z7  ¿zz  leve,  or 

in  Jlate  *,  ¿zzz¿/  7¿z-z;£  found,  that  the  nearejl  way  to  their 
own  reputation  lies ,  cr  wrong ,  7y  derifion  ofother 

men .  But ,  however ,  /¿zzzz  zzz  jDzz/zz  ;  /¿r  z7  is  the  af- 
fe biatlon  of  pra  fie,  that  makes  the  fear  of  reproach ; 

Iwrite  without  other  dejignthan  of  entertaining  very  idk 
men ,  ¿zz/7,  among  them ,  myfelfi  For  I  mujl  confefs ,  that 
being  wholly  ufelefs  to  the  public,  and  unaequainted  with 
the  cares  of  increafing  riches  ( which  bufy  the  world  >  J  tózzg* 
grown  coid  to  the  pleafures  of  y cunger  or  livelier  men ;  ¿zzz7 
having  ended  the  entertainments  of  bnilding  and  planting , 
f which  ufe  to  fucceed  them  ;  J  finding  little  t afile  in  common 
converfiaticn ,  trouble  in  much  reading ,  frcni  the  care 
of  my  eyes  fince  an  illnefs  contrabted  by  many  unnecefifary 
diligences  in  my  employments  abroad :  there  can  hardly  be 
found  an  idler  man  than  I,  zz¿?r,  confiequently ,  ex-< 

cufable  for  giving  way  to  fuch  nmufements  as  this :  having 
nothing  to  do ,  ¿W  ¿0  ¿vz/Vy  ¿zz/*  0/  ¿z  prívate  Ufe  and 
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fortune ,  which,  as  I  know  no  man  envíes ,  fo,  I  thank  God, 
no  man  can  reproach. 

«  /  not  ignorant ,  that  the  veín  of  re  adanes  never  ran 

’T  Y  •  ^  O 

/¿/V  d  feldom  goes  farther  than  the 

defign  of  raifing  a  Jiock  to  farnifh  fome  calling  or  conver - 
fation :  the  deftre  of  knowledge  being  either  laughed  cut 
úf  doors  by  the  wit  that  pie  afes  the  age ,  or  b  caten  out  by 
intereft  that  fo  muelo  pojjefjes  it  *,  and  the  amufement  of 
books  giving  way  to  the  líber ties  or  refinements  of  pie afure 
that  were  formerly  lefs  known ,  or  lejs  avowed  than  now . 
Yet  fome  ihere  will  alvo  ay  s  be  found  in  the  wcrld ,  voleo  afk 
no  more  at  their  idle  hours ,  than  to  forget  themfelves  *, 
whether  that  be  brought  about  by  drink  or  play ,  ¿y  love  or 
büjinefs ,  ¿y  diverfions  as  idle  as  this ,  i/  ¿7//  ¿z 

.  Befidzs ,  it  may  poffibly  fall  out ,  at  one  time  or  other 9 
that  fome  Brinca,  orgreat  Minifler,  may  not  be  i llpleafed 
in  thefe  kind  of  memorials  (upon  fuch  a  fubjecl)  to  trace 
the  fieps  of  trade  and  riches,  of  order  and,  power  in  a 
State,  and  thofe  likewife  of  weak  or  violent  counfels,  of 
corrupt  or  ill  condubl,  of faStion  or  obftinacy ,  which  de  cay 
■and  diffolve  the  firmejl  governments ;  that  fo,  by  refieftions 
upon foreign  events,  they  may  provide  the  better  a)id  the 
earlier  againjl  thofe  at  borne ,  and  rafe  their  oven  honour 
and  happinef  by  equal  degrees  with  the  profperity  and 
fnfety  of  the  nations  they  govern. 

For,  under  favour  of  thofe  who  would  pafs  for  volts  in 
our  age,  by  faying  things  which,  David  tells  us,  the  foot 
faid  in  his \  and  fet  up  with  bringing  thofe  ve  ares  to 
rnarket ,  which,  God  knows,  have  been  always  in  the  world 9 
though  kept  up  in  corners,  becaufe  they  tifed  to  mark  their 
owners,  in  former  ages,  with  the  ñames  of  buffoons,  pro¬ 
fane  or  impudent  men  who  deride  all  form  and  order,  as 
well  as  piety  and  truth,  and,  under  the  notion  of  fopperies 5 
.ende av our  to  diffolve  the  very  bonds  cf  all  civil  fociety, 
.though  by  the  favour  and  prrotedlion  thereof  they  than- 
felves  enjoy  fo  muelo  greater  proportions  Gf  wealth  and  of 
pleafures,  than  would  fall  to  their  fhare  if  all  lay  in  com - 
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tnon,  as  they  feem  to  defign  (for  then  fnch  pojfejfioks  would 
belong  of  right  to  the  ftrongejt  and  bravefi  amcng  us.) 

Under  favour  of  fuch  men ,  /  believe  it  will  be  found ,  at 
pite  time  cr  cther ,  by  all  who Jhall  try ,  that ,  whilft  human 
nature  continúes  what  it  is ,  the  Jame  orders  in  State ,  thé 
fame  difcipline  in  armies ,  the  fame  rever  e'nce for  things  fa- 
cred  and  refpebl  of  civil  injlitutions ,  the  fame  virtues  and 
dijpofitions  of  Princes  or  Magiftrates ,  derived ,  ¿y  ínter efi 
or  imitation ,  the  cuftoms  and  humours  of  the  peopley 

will  ever  have  the  fame  effecfs  upon  the  ftrength  and  great - 
nefs  of  all  governments,  and  upon  the  honour  and  autho 
rity  of  thofe  that  rule ,  as  well  as  the  happinefs  and  fafety 
of  th  o  fe  that  obey. 

Ñor  are  we  to  think  Princes  themfelves  lofers,  or  lefs 
entertained ,  when  we  fee  them  employ  their  time  and  their 
thoughts  in  fo  ufeful  fpeculations ,  and  to  fo  glorious  ends ; 
but  that  rather  thereby  they  attain  their  true  prerogative 
of  being  happier ,  as  well  as  greater,  than  Jubjebis  can  be , 
For  all  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  that  any  man  can  enjoy ,  are 
within  thereach  of  a  prívate  fortune  and  ordinary  contri- 
vanee  ;  grow  fainler  with  age ,  and  duller  with  ufe  \  mufi 
be  revived  with  intermiffions,  and  watt  upon  the  returns 
cf  appetite ,  which  are  no  more  at  cali  of  the  rich  than  the 
poor .  Fhe  flafhes  of  wit  and  good  humour  that  rife  f rom 
the  vapours  of  wine,  are  little  different  from  thofe  that 
proceed  from  the  heats  of  Iblood  in  the  firfl  approaches 
of  fevers  or  frenzies ,  and  are  to  be  valued ,  but  as  ( in- 
deed)  they  are ,  the  effetls  of  dijl emper.  But  the  plea¬ 
fures  of  imagination ,  as  they  heighten  and  refine  the 
very  pleafures  of  fenfe,  fo  they  are  of  larger  extent y  and 
longer  duraíion  \  and  if  the  mojí  fenfual  man  will  confefs 
there  is  a  pleafure  in  pleafing  he  mufi  likewife  allow 
there  is  good  to  a  marís  felf  in  doing  good  to  others :  and 
f  he  further  this  extends ,  the  higher  it  rifes ,  and  the  longer 
it  lafts.  Befides ,  there  is  beauty  in  order ,  and  there  are 
charms  in  well-deferved  praife :  and  b  o  th  are  the  greater , 
by  how  much  greater  the  fubjebl  \  as  the  firjl  appearing  in 
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m  well-framed  and  wdl-governed  State ,  and  the  other 
arifing  from  noble  and  generous  abiions.  Ñor  can  any 
veins  of  good  humour  be  greater  tban  thoje  that  fwell  by 
the  fuccejs  of  wife  counfels 9  and  by  the  fortúnate  events  of 
public  affairs ;  fince  a  man  that  takes  pleafure  in  doing 
good  to  ten  th  oufan  d ,  mujl  needs  have  more ,  than  he  that 
takes  none  but  in  doing  good  to  himfelf 

But  thefe  thoughts  lead  me  too  far ,  and  to  little  purpofe  j 
therefore  I  jhall  leave  them  for  thofe  I  had  firft  in  my 
head ,  concerning  the  State  of  the  United  Provinces . 

And  whereas  the  greatnefs  of  their  Jlrength  and  reve - 
núes  grew  out  of  the  vajtnefs  of  their  trade>  into  which 
their  religión ,  their  manners  and  dfpofitionsy  their  fitua- 
iion ,  and  the  form  of  their  government,  were  the  chief  in¬ 
grediente  \  and  this  laft  had  been  raifed ,  partly  upon  an 
oíd  foundation,  and  partly  with  m ateríais  brought  together 
by  many  and  various  accidents :  it  will  be  neceftary ,  for  the 
furvey  of  this  great  frame ,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  rife 
andprogrefs  of  their  State ,  by  pointing  out  the  mojí  remark- 
able  occafions  of  the  firft ,  andpericds  of  the  other  \  to  dif- 
cover  the  nature  and  conftitutions  of  their  government  in 
its  feveral  parts ,  and  the  motions  of  it ,  from  the  firft  and 
fmalleft  wheels  \  to  obferve  what  is  peculiar  to  them  in 
their  fituation  or  difpofitions 5  and  what  in  their  religión ; 
to  take  a  furvey  of  their  trade,  and  the  caufes  of  it  \  of 
the  for c es  and  revenues  which  compofed  their  greatnefs , 
and  the  circumftances  and  conjuntares  which  confpired  to 
their  fall.  And  thefe  are  the  heads  that  Jhall  make  the 
onder  and  arguments  in  the  feveral  parts  of  thefe  Obfer v 
vaticns. 
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C  II  A  P.  I. 

Of  the  rife  and progrefs  of  the  United  Provinces . 


J  Hoever  will  take  a  view  of  the  rife  of  this  com- 


monwealth,  muíl  trace  it  up  as  high  as  the 


firíl  commotions  in  the  Seventeen  Provinces 
under  the  Duchéis  of .  Parma’s  government,  and  the 
írue  caufes  oí  that  more  ayowed  and  general  revolt  in 
the  Duke  of  Alva’s  time  :  and,  to  find  out  the  natural 
Ip  rings  of  thofe  revolutions,  muíl  refleót  upon  that 
fort  of  government  under  which  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces  iived  for  fo  many*  ages  paíl,  in  the 
Tubje¿tion  of  their  feveral  Dulces  or  Counts,  till,  by 
marriáges,  fucceffions,  or  conqueít,  they  carne  to  be 
united  in  the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  under  Philip  fur- 
named  The  Good  :  and  afterwards  in  that  of  Auftria, 
under  Philip  father  of  Charles  the  fifth  ;  and  laftly,  in 
the  'perfon  of  that  great  Emperor  incorporated  with 
thofe  vaft  dominions  of  Germany  and  Spain,  Italy  and 
the  Indies. 

Ñor  will  it  be  from  the  purpofe,  upon  this  fearch,  to 
run  a  little  higher  into  the  antiquities  of  thefe  coun- 
tries ;  for  though  moft  men  are  contented  only  to  fee 
a  river  as  it  runs  by  them,  and  talk  of  the  changes  in 
it  as  they  happen ;  when  it  is  troubled,  or  when  olear; 
'when  it  drowns  the  country  in  a  fiood,  or  forfakes  it 
ín  a  drought  :  yet  he  that  would  know  the  nature  of 
the  water,  and  the  caufes  of  thofe  accidents,  (fo  as  to 
guefs  at  their  continuance  or  return)  muíl  find  out  its 
fource,  and  obferve  with  what  ílrength  it  rifes,  what 
length  it  runs,  and  how  many  fmall  ítreams  fall  in, 
and  feed  it  to  fuch  a  height,  as  make  it  either  delierht- 
ful  or  terrible  to  the  eve,  and  uleful  or  dangerous  to 
the, country  about  it. 

The  numbers  and  fury  of  the  northern  nations,  un¬ 
der 
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der  many  different  ñames,  having  by  feverai  inunda- 
tions  broken  down  the  whole  frame  of  the  Román  em¬ 
pire  (extended  in  their  provinces  as  far  as  the  Rhine) 
either  gave  a  birth,  or  made  way  for  rhe  feverai  king- 
doms  and  principalities  that  have  fince  continued  m 
the  parts  of  Europe  on  this  fide  thatriver,  which  made 
the  ancient  limits  of  the  Gallick  and  Germán  nations. 
The  traót  of  land,  which  we  ufually  cali  the  Low- 
Countries,  was  fo  wafted  by  the  invafions  or  marches 
of  this  raging  people  (who  pafied  by  them  to  greater 
conquefts)  that  the  inhabitants  grew  thin  *,  and,  being 
fecure  of  nothing  they  poffefied,  fell  to  feek  the  fup- 
port  of  their  lives,  rather  by  hunting,  or  by  violence, 
than  by  labour  and  induítry ;  and  thereby  the  grounds 
carne  to  be  uncultivated,  and  in  the  courfe  of  years 
turned  either  to  fcreft,  or  marfhes  ;  which  are  the  two 
natural  foils  of  all  defolated  lands  in  the  more  tempé¬ 
rate  regions.  For  by  foaking  of  frequent  fhowers, 
and  the  courfe  of  waters  from  the  higher  into  lower 
grounds,  when  there  is  no  iífue  that  helps  them 
to  break  out  into  a  channel,  the  fat  land  grows  to  be 
a  mixture  of  earth  and  water,  and  neither  of  common 
ufe  ñor  paflage  to  man  or  beaft,  which  is  called  a 
rnaríh.  The  higher,  and  fothe  drier  parts,  moiítened 
by  the  rain,  and  warmed  by  the  fun,  íhoot  forth  fome 
forts  of  plants,  as  naturally  as  bodies  do  fome  forts  of 
hair,  which  being  preferved  by  the  defolatenefs  of  a 
place  untrodden,  as  well  as  untilled,  grow  to  fuch  trees 
or  íhrubs  as  are  natural  to  the  foil ;  and  thofe  in  time, 
producing  both  food  and  fhelter  for  feverai  kind  of 
beafts,  make  the  lort  of  country  we  cali  a  Foreft. 

And  fuch  was  Flanders  for  many  years  bcfore  Char- 
lemaign’s  time,  when  the  power  of  the  Francs,  having 
raifed  and  eífablillied  a  great  kingdom  of  their  own, 
upon  the  entire  conqueft  of  Gaul,  began  to  reduce  the 
diforders  of  that  country  to  the  form  of  a  civil,  or  (at 
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leaft)  military  government ;  to  make  divifions  and 
diftributions  of  lands  and  jurifdidtions,  by  the  bounty 
of  the  Prince,  or  the  fcrvices  of  his  chief  followers 
and  commanders :  to  one  of  whom  a  great  extent  of 
this  land  was  gíven,  with  the  title  of  Forefter  of  Flan- 
ders.  This  office  continued  for  feveral  defcents,  and 
began  to  civilize  the  country,  by  repreffing  the  vio 
lence  of  robbers  and  fpoikrs,  who  infefted  the  woody 
and  faft  places,  and  by  encouraging  the  milder  peo- 
pie  to  fall  into  civil  focieties,  to  truft  to  their  induftry 
for  fubfiftance,  to  laws  for  protection,  and  to  their 
arms  united  under  the  care  and  conduct  of  their  go- 
vernors,  for  fafety  and  defence. 

In  the  time  of  Charlemaign,  as  fome  write,  or,  as  o- 
thers,  in  that  of  Charles  the  Bald,  Flanders  was  erect- 
ed  into  a  county,  which  changed  the  title  of  Forefter 
for  that  of  Count,  without  interrupting  the  lucceffion. 

What  the  extent  of  this  county  was  at  firft,  or  how 
far  the  jurifdiftion  of  Forefters  reached,  I  cannot  af- 
firm ;  ñor  whether  it  only  bordered  upon,  or  included 
the  lower  parts  of  the  vaft  woods  of  Ardenne,  which, 
in  Charlemaign’s  time,  was  all  foreft  as  far  as  Aix, 
and  the  rough  country  for  fome  leagues  beyond  it, 
and  was  ufed  commonly  by  that  Emperor  for  his 
hunting  :  this  appears  by  the  ancient  records  of  that 
city,  which  attribute  the  difcovery,  or,  at  leaft,  re- 
trieving  the  knowledge  of  thofe  hot  baths,  to  the  for¬ 
tune  of  that  Prince  while  he  was  hunting :  for  his 
horfe,  poching  one  of  his  legs  into  fome  hollow  ground, 
made  way  for  the  fmoking  water  to  break  out,  and 
gave  occafton  for  the  Emperor’s  building  that  city, 
and  making  it  his  ufual  feat,  and  the  place  of  coro- 
nation  for  the  foliowing  Emperors. 

Holland,  being  an  ifland  made  by  the  dividing 
branches  of  the  ancient  Rhine,  and  called  formerly 
Batavia,  was  efteemed  rather  a  part  of  Germany  than 
Gaul  (between  which  it  v/as  feated )  in  regard  of  its 
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being  planted  by  tlie  Catti,  a  great  and  ancient  peo- 
pie  of  Germany,  and  was  treatcd  by  the  Romans  ra- 
iher  as  an  allied  than  fubjefted  province *,  who  drew 
from  thence  no  other  tribute  befides  bands  of  foldiers 
much  efteemed  for  their  valour,  and  joined  as  auxi¬ 
liarles  to  their  legions  in  their  Gallic,  Germán,  and 
Britiíh  warS. 

1 1  is  probable,  this  iíland  changed  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  inhabitants  and  cuftoms,  as  well  as  ñames,  upon 
the  inroads  of  the  barbarous  nations,  but  chiefiy  of 
the  Normans  and  Danés,  from  whofe  countries  and 
language  the  ñames  of  Holland  and  Zealand  feem  to 
be  derived.  But,  about  the  year  860,  a  fon  of  the 
Count  of  Frize,  by  a  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Lewis 
II,  was  by  him  inftituted  Count  of  Holland,  and  gave 
beginning  to  that  title  ;  which,  running  fince  that  time 
through  fo  many  direfit  or  collateral  lucceffions  and 
fome  ufurpations,  carne  to  an  end  at  laft  in  Philip  II. 
King  of  Spain,  by  the  defección  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

Under  thefe  firft  Foreílers  and  Counts  (who  began  to 
take  thofe  wafted  countries  and  mixed  people  into  their 
care,  and  tointend  the  growth,  ftrength,  and  riches  of 
their  fubjeéls,  which  they  efteemed  to  be  their  own) 
many  oíd  and  demolifhed  caftles  were  rebuilt,  many  new 
ones  ereéled,  and  given  by  the  Princes  to  thofe  of  their 
íubjeéls  or  friends  whom  they  moíl  loved  or  efteemed, 
with  large  circuits  of  land  for  their  fupport,  and  feig- 
neurial  jurifdiftion  over  the  inhabitants  *,  and  this  upon 
feveral  eafy  conditions,  but  chiefly  of  attendance  on 
their  Prince  at  the  necefíary  times  of  either  honouring 
bim  in  peace,  or  ferving  him  in  war.  Nay  poflibly, 
fome  of  thofe  feigneuries  and  their  jurifdiétions  may, 
as  they  pretend,  have  been  the  remains  of  fome  oíd 
principalities  in  thofe  countries  among  the  Gallick  and 
Germán  nations,  the  firft  inftitutions  whereof  were 
Joft  in  the  immenfity  of  time  that  preceded  the  Ro- 
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man  diícoveries  or  conqueft,  and  might  be  derived 
perhaps  from  the  firft  paternal  dominión,  or  concur- 
rence  of  loofe  people  into  orderly  neighbourhoods, 
with  a  deference,  if  not  fubjeéüon,  to  the  wifeft  or 
braveft  among  them. 

Under  the  fame  Counts  were  either  founded  or  re- 
ftored  many  cities  and  towns ;  of  which  the  oíd  had 
their  ancient  freedoms  and  jurifdiótions  confirmed,  or 
others  annexed;  and  the  new  had  either  the  fame 
granted  to  them  by  example  ot  the  others,  or  great 
immunities*  and  privileges  for  the  encouragement  of 
inhabitants  to  come  and  people  in  them  :  all  thefe 
conftitutions  agreeing  much  in  fubílance,  perhaps  by 
imitation,  or  elfe  by  the  agreeing  nature  of  the  people 
for  whom,  or  by  whom,  they  were  framed,  but  dif- 
fering  in  form  according  to  the  diíference  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal,  or  the  feveral  natures,  cuftoms,  and  intereíls 
of  the  Princes,  whofe  conceffions  many  of  them  were5 
and  all  their  permiílions. 

Another  conftitution,  which  entered  deep  into  their 
government,  may  be  derived  from  another  fource. 
For  thofe  Northern  nations,  whofe  unknown  lan- 
guage  and  countries  perhaps  made  them  be  called 
Barbarous  (though  indeed  almoíl  all  nations  out  of 
Italy  and  Greece  were  ftyled  fo  by  the  Romans)  but 
whofe  vkdoñes  in  obtaining  new  feats,  and  orders  in 
poíTeíTmg  them,  might  make  us  allow  them  for  a 
better  policied  people,  than  they  appeared  by  the  vaít- 
nefs  of  their  multitude,  or  the  rage  of  their  battles  : 
wherever  they  pafíed,  and  feated  their  colonies  and 
dominions,  they  left  a  conftitution  which  has  fince 
been  called,  in  moft  European  languages,  the  States ; 
confifting  of  three  orders,  Noble,  Ecclefiaftical,  and 
Popular,  under  the  limited  principality  of  one  perfon, 
v/ith  the  ftyle  of  King,  Prince,  Duke,  orCount.  The 
remainders,  at  leaft,  or  traces  hereof,  appear  ftill  in 
all  the  principalities  founded  by  thofe  people  in  Italy, 
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France,  and  Spain  ;  and  were  of  a  piece  with  the  pre- 
fent  conílitutions  in  moft  of  the  great  dominions  ‘on 

the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  it  feems  to  have 

/. 

been  a  temper  firíl  introduced  b y  them  between  the 
tyranny  of  the  eaftern  kingdoms,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  Grecian  or  Román  commonwealths. 

It  is  true,  the  Goths  were  gentiles  when  they  firffc 
broke  into  the  Román  Empire,  till  one  great  fwarm  of 
this  people,  upon  treaty  with  one  of  the  Román  Em- 
perors,  and  upon  conceífions  of  a  great  traft  of  land 
to  be  a  feat  for  their  nation,  embraced  at  once  the 
chriftian  faith.  After  which,  the  fame  people  break- 
ing  out  of  the  limits  liad  been  allowed  them,  and  by 
frefh  numbers  bearing  all  down  where  they  beat  their 
march  ;  as  they  were  a  great  means  of  propagating  re¬ 
ligión  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  where  they  extended 
their  conquefts  ;  fo  the  zeal  of  thefe  new  profelytes, 
warmed  by  the  veneration  they  had  for  their  Biíhops 
and  Paítors,  and  enriched  by  the  fpoils  and  pcíTefiions 
of  fo  vaft  countries,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  that 
introduced  the  maintenance  of  the  churches  and  cler- 
gy,  by  endowments  of  lands,  lordfhips,  and  vaífals, 
appropriated  to  them ;  for  before  this  time  the  au- 
thority  of  the  priefthood  in  all  religions  feemed  v/holly 
to  confift  in  the  people’s  opinión  of  their  piety,  learn- 
ing,  or  virtues,  or  a  reverence  for  their  charaóter  and 
myftical  ceremonies  and  inílitutions  *,  tlieir  fupport, 
or  their  revenues,  in  the  voluntary  oblations  of  pious 
men,  the  bounty  of  Princes,  or  in  a  certain  fhare  out 
of  the  labours  and  gains  of  thofe  who  lived  under 
their  cure,  and  not  in  any  fubjeélion  of  men’s  lives  or 
fortunes,  which  belonged  wholly  to  the  civil  power: 
and  Ammianus,  though  he  taxes  the  luxury  of  the  Bi~ 
fhops  in  Valentinian’s  time,  yet  he  fpeaks  of  their  fi¬ 
ches,  which  occafioned  or  fomented  it,  as  ariíing  wholly 
from  the  oblations  of  the  people.  But  the  devotion 
of  thefe  new  Chriítians  introducing  this  new  form  of 
2  •  .  endowing 
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endowing  their  churches ;  and  afterwards  Pepín  and 
Eharlemaign,  Rings  of  the  Francs,  upon  their  vi&ories 
in  Italy,  and  the  favour  of  the  Román  Biíhop  to  their 
míe  and  arms,  having  annexed  great  territories  and 
jurifdidtions  to  that  fee ;  this  example,  or  cuílom,  was 
followed  by  moíl  Princes  of  the  northern  races  through 
the  reít  of  Europe,  and  brought  in  to  the  clergy  great 
po ile Ilion s  of  lands,  and  by  a  necelíary  confequence  a 
great  ffiare  of  temporal  power,  from  the  dependences 
of  their  fubjects  or  tenants ;  by  which  means  they 
carne  to  be  generally  one  of  the  three  orders  that 
compofed  the  aflembly  of  the  States  in  every  country. 

This  conílitution  of  the  States  had  been  eftablifhed* 
from  time  immemorial  in  the  levcral  provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  and  was  often  aífembled  for  de- 
termining  difputes  about  fucceffion  of  their  Princes, 
where  doubtful  or  contefted  ;  for  deciding  thofe  be- 
tween  the  greift  towns ;  for  raifing  a  milice  for  the 
defence  of  their  country  in  the  wars  of  their  neio-h- 
bours ;  for  advice  in  time  of  dangers  abroad,  or  dif- 
contents  at  home  ;  but  always  upon  the  new  fuccef¬ 
fion  of  a  Pnnce,  and  upon  any  new  impofitions  that 
were  necefiary  on  the  people.  The  ufe  of  this  aífem- 
bly  was  another  of  thofe  liberties,  whereof  the  inha- 
bitants  of  thefe  provinces  were  fo  fond  and  fo  tena- 
cious.  The  reft,  befides  thoíe  ancient  privileges  al- 
ready  mentioned  of  their  towns,  were  conceffions  and 
graces  of  íeyeral  Princes ;  in  particular,  exemptions. 
or  ímmumties,  juriídifiion  both  in  choice  and  exer- 
cife  of  magiftracy  and  civil  judicature  within  them- 
felves ;  or  elfe  in  tne  cuíloms  of  ufing  none  but  natives 
in  charges  and  offices,  and  paffing  all  weighty  affairs 
by  the  great  council  compofed  of  the  great  Lords  of 
the  country,  who  were  in  a  manner  all  temporal, 
there  being  but  three  Biíhops  in  all  the  Seventeen 
Provinces  till  the  time  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain. 

The  rcvenues  of  thefe  Princes  confiíted  in  their  ari- 
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cient  demefnes,  in  fmall  cuftoms  (which  yet  grew 
confiderable  by  the  greatnefs  of  trade  in  the  maritime 
towns)  and  in  the  voluntary  contributions  of  their 
iubjedts,  either  in  the  States  or  in  particular  cities,  ac- 
cording  to  the  neceífities  of  their  Prince,  or  the  af- 
feftions  of  the  people.  Now  were  thefe  frequent  ; 
for  the  forces  of  thefe  Counts  were  compofed  of  fuch 
Lords,  who,  either  by  their  governments  or  other  of¬ 
fices,  or  by  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  were  obliged  to  at- 
tend  their  Prince  on  horfeback>  with  certain  numbers 
of  men  upon  all  his  wars  :  or  elle  of  a  milice,  which 
was  called  Les  gens  d’  ordonnance ,  who  ferved  on  foot, 
and  were  not  unlike  our  trained-bands  ;  the  ufe,  or  at 
leaft  ftyle,  whereof  was  renewed  in  Flanders  upon  the 
laíl  war  with  France  in  1667,  when  the  Count  Eg- 
inont  was  made,  by  the  Governor,  General  des  gens 
d9  ordonnance . 

Thefe  forces  were  defrayed  by  the  cities  or  coun- 
tries,  as  the  others  were  raifed  by  the  Lords  when  oc~ 
cafion  rcquired  ;  and  all  were  licenfed  immediately 
when  it  was  paft,  fo  that  they  were  of  little  charge 
to  the  Prince.  His  wars  were  but  with  other  Princes 
of  his  own  fize,  or  competitors  to  his  principality  p 
or  fometimes  with  the  mutinies  of  his  great  towns  ^ 
íhort,  though  violent  5  and  decided  by  one  battle  or 
fiege  ;  unlefs  they  feil  into  the  quarrels  between  Eng- 
land  and  France,  and  then  they  were  engaged  but  in 
the  fkirts  of  the  war,  the  grofs  of  it  being  waged  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Kings,  and  thefe  fmalier  Princes  made 
ufe  of  for  the  credit  of  alliance,  or  lbmetimes  the  com- 
modioufnefs  of  a  diveríion,  rather  than  for  any  great 
Weightthey  made  in  the  main  of  the  affair. 

The  moíl  frequent  wars  of  the  Counts  of  Holland 
were  with  theFrizons,  a  part  of  the  oíd  Saxons ;  and 
the  fierceft  battles  of  fome  of  the  Counts  of  Flanders 
were  with  the  Normans,  who  pafíed  that  way  into 
France,  and  were  the  laft  of  thofe  ruitions  that  have 
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infefted  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  Europe.  I  have 
fometimes  thought,  how  it  lhou!d  have  come  to  pafs, 
that  the  infinite  iwarm  of  that  vaft  northern  hive, 
which  lo  often  fhook  the  world  like  a  great  tempeft, 
and  overfiovved  it  like  a  great  torrent;  changing  ñames, 
and  cuftoms,  and  government,  and  language,  and  the 
very  face  of  nature,  wherever  they  •  feated  them¬ 
felves  ;  which,  upon  récord  of  ftory,  under  the  ñame 
of  Gauls,  pierced  into  Greece  and  Italy,  facking 
Rome,  and  beíieging  the  Capitol  in  Camillus’s  time ; 
under  that  of  the  Cimbers,  marched  through  France, 
to  the  very  confines  of  Italy,  defended  by  Marius 
under  that  of  Hunns  or  Lombards,  Viiigoths,  Goths, 
and  Vandals,  conquered  the  whole  forces  of  the  Ro¬ 
mán  empire,  facked  Rome  thrice  in  a  fmall  compafs 
of  years,  feated  their  kingdoms  in  Spain  and  Afric, 
as  well  as  Lombardy  ;  and,  under  that  of  Danés  or 
Normans,  poíTeíTed  themfelves  of  England,  a  great 
part  of  France,  and  even  of  Naples  and  Sicily  :  how 
(I  fay)  thefe  nations,  which  feemed  to  fpawn  in  every 
age,  and  at  fome  intervals  of  time  difcharged  their 
own  native  countries  of  fo  vaft  numbers,  and  with 
fuch  terror  to  the  world,  íliould,  about  feven  or 
eight  hundred  years  ago,  leave  off  the  ule  of  thefe  fu- 
rious  expeditions,  as  if  on  a  fudden  they  fhould  have 
grown  barren,  or  tame,  or  better  contented  with  their 
own  ill  climates.  But,  I  fuppofe,  we  owe  this  bene- 
fit  wholly  to  the  growth  and  progreís  of  chriftianity 
in  the  north,  by  which,  early  and  undiftinguifhed 
copulation,  or  multitude  of  wives,  were  either  re- 
ftrained  or  abrogated :  by  the  fame  means  learning 
and  civility  got  footing  among  them  in  lome  degree', 
and  inclofed  certain  circuits  of  thofe  vaft  regions,  by 
the  diftinétions  and  bounds  of  kingdoms,  principalr- 
íies,  or  commonakies.  Men  began  to  leave  their 
wilder  lives,  fpent  without  other  cares  or  pleafures5 
than  of  foodj  or  of  luít  ^  and  betook  themfelves  to 
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the  cafe  and  entertainment  of  focieties  :  with  ordcr 
and  labour,  riches  began,  and  trade  followed  *,  and 
thefe  made  way  for  luxury,  and  that  for  many  dileafes 
or  ill  habits  of  body,  which,  unknown  to  the  former 
and  limpie  ages,  began  to  fhorten  and  weakcn  both 
life  and  procreation.  Befides,  the  divifions  and  cir- 
cles  of  dominión  occafioned  wars  between  the  feveral 
nations,  though  of  one  faith  ;  and  thofe  of  the  Poles, 
Hungarians,  and  Mufcovites,  with  the  Turks  or  Tar* 
tars,  made  greater  flaughters  j  and  by  thefe  accidents, 
I  fuppofe,  the  numbers  of  thofe  fertile  broods  have 
been  leffened,  and  their  limits  in  a  meafure  confined 
and  we  have  had  thereby,  for  fo  long  together,  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  world,  the  honour  and  liberty  of  draw- 
ing  our  own  blood,  upon  the  quarrels  of  humour  or 
avarice,  ambition  or  pride,  without  the  afliítance,  or 
need,  of  any  barbarous  nations  to  deftroy  us. 

But  to  end  this  digreílion,  and  return  to  the  Low- 
Countries,  where  the  government  lafted,  in  the  form 
and  manner  defcribed  (though  in  feveral  principalities) 
till  Philip  of  Burgundy,  in  whom  all  the  Seventeen 
Provinces  carne  to  be  United. 

By  this  great  extent  of  a  populous  country,  and 
the  mighty  growth  of  trade  in  Bruges,  Ghent,  and 
Antwerp  (attributed  by  Comines  to  the  goodnefs  of 
the  Princes,  and  eafe  and  fafety  of  the  people)  both 
Philip,  and  his  fon  Charles  the  Hardy,  found  them- 
felves  a  match  for  France,  then  much  weakened,  as 
well  by  the  late  wars  with  England,  as  the  faítions 
of  their  Princes.  And  in  the  wars  with  France  was 
the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  under  Charles,  and  Maximi* 
lian  of  Auftria  (who  married  his  daughter  and  heir) 
and  afterwards  under  Charles  V.  their  grand-child, 
almoft  conftantly  engaged ;  the  courle,  fucceífes,  and 
revolutions  whereof  are  commonly  known. 

Philip  of  Burgundy,  who  began  them,  was  a  good 
and  wife  Prince,  loved  by  his  fubjefts,  and  efteemed 
Vol.  L  F  by 


i 


74  Obfervations  upon  the  United  Frovinceí- 

„  • 

by  his  enemies;  and  took  his  meafgres  fo  well,  thar9 
upon  the  declining  of  the  Englifh  greatnefs  abroad 
by  their  diffenfions  at  home,  he  ended  his  quarrels  ira 
France,  by  a  peace,  with  fafety  and  honour;  fo  that 
he  took  no  pretence  frorn  his  greatnefs,  or  his  wars, 
to  change  any  thing  in  the  forms  of  his  government : 
but  Charles  the  Hardy,  engaged  more  rafhly  againft 
France  and  the  Switzers,  began  to  afk  greater  and 
frequent  contributions  of  his  fubjefts  ;  which,  gained 
at  firíl  by  the  credit  of  his  father’s  government  and 
his  own  great  defigns,  but  fpent  in  an  unfortunate 
war,  made  his  people  difcontented,  and  him  dif- 
efteemed,  till  he  ended  an  unhappy  life,  by  an  un^ 
timely  death,  in  the  battle  of  Nancy. 

In  the  time  of  Maximilian,  feveral  Germán  troops 
were  brought  down  into  Flanders,  for  their  defence 
againíl  France;  and  in  that  of  Charles  V.  .much 

O  ^ 

greater  forces  of  Spamards  and  Italians,  upon  the 
fame  occafion  ;  a  thing  unknown  to  the  Low-Coun- 
try-men  in  the  time  of  their  formcr  Princes.  But, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  Emperor’s  reign* 
who  was  commonly  on  the  fortúnate  hand,  his  great¬ 
nefs  and  fame,  increafing  together,  either  diverted 
or  fuppreífed  any  difcontents  of  his  fubjefts  upon  the 
increafe  of  their  payments,  or  the  grievance  of  fo  ma- 
ny  foreign  troops  among  them.  Befides,  Charles  was 
of  a  gentle  and  a  generous  nature ;  and,  being  born 
in  the  Low  Countries,  wras  naturally  kind  and  eafy  ta 
that  people,  whofe  cuftoms  and  language  he  always 
ufed  when  he  was  among  them,  and  employed  all 
their  great  men  in  the  charges  of  his  court,  his  go¬ 
vernment,  or  his  armies,  through  the  feveral  parts  of 
his  vaft  dominions ;  fo  that,  upon  the  laft  great 
aótion  of  his  life,  which  was  the  refignation  of  his 
crowns  to  his  fon  and  brother,  he  left  to  Philip  II.  the 
Seventeen  Provinces  in  a  condition  as  peaceable* 
and  as  loyal,  as  either  Prince  or  fubjefts  could  defire. 

Philip 
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Philip  II.  coming  to  the  poflcílion  of  fo  many  and 
great  dominions,  about  the  year  1556,  after  lome  tid¬ 
al  of  good  and  ill  fortune  in  the  war  with  F ranee 
(which  was  left  him  by  his  father,  like  an  incum- 
brance  upon  a  great  eftate)  reílored,  by  the  peace  of 
Cambray,  not  only  the  quiet  of  his  own  countries, 
but  in  a  manner  of  all  Chriítendom,  which  was  in 
fome  degree  or  other  engaged  in  the  quarrel  of  thefe 
Princes.  After  this,  he  refolved  to  return  into  Spain, 
and  leave  the  Low-Countries  under  a  fubordinate 
government,  which  had  been  till  Charles  V’s  time 
the  conílant  feat  of  their  Princes,  and  íhared  the  pre- 
fence  of  that  great  Emperor,  with  the  reft  of  his  do¬ 
minions.  But  Philip,  a  Spaniard  born,  receiving 
from  the  climate  or  education  of  that  country  the 
fevercnefs  and  gravity  of  the  nation,  which  the  Fie- 
mings  called  refervednefs  and  pride ;  conferring  the 
offices  of  his  houfe,  and  the  honour  of  his  council 
and  confidence,  upon  Spaniards,  and  thereby  intro- 
ducing  their  cuítoms,  habits,  and  language  into  the 
Court  of  Flanders ;  continuing,  after  the  peace,  thoíe 
Spaniffi  and  Italian  forces,  and  the  demand  of  fup- 
plies  from  the  States  which  the  war  had  made  necef- 
fary  and  the  eafier  íupported,  he  foon  left  off  being 
loved,  and  began  to  be  feared,  by  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces. 

But  Philip  II.  thought  it  not  agreeing  with  the 
pomp  and  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auítria,  alreadr 
at  the  head  of  fo  mighty  dominions,  ñor  with  his  de- 
figns  of  a  yet  greater  empire,  to  confider  the  difeon- 
tents  or  grievances  of  lo  fmall  a  country ;  ñor  to  be 
ümited  bv  their  ancient  forms  of  government :  and 
thererore,  at  his  departure  for  Spain,  and  fubfti- 
tution  of  his  natural  fifter  the  Duchéis  of  Parma  for 
Governefs  of  the  Low-Countries,  affiíled  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  Granveíl,  he  left  her  inftrufled  to  continué 
the  foreign  troops,  and  the  demand  of  rnoney  from 
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the  States  for  their  fupport,  which  was  now  by  á 
long  courfe  of  war  grown  cuílomary  among  them, 
and  the  fums  only  difputed  between  the  Prince  and 
the  States  •,  to  eftabliíh  the  fourteen  Biíhops,  he  had 
agreed  with  the  Pope,  íhould  be  added  to  the  three 
that  were  anciently  ih  the  Low-Countries  •,  to  revive 
the  edi£ts  of  Charles  V.  againft  Luther,  publifhed  in 
a  diet  of  the  empire  about  the  year  1550,  but  eluded 
in  the  Low-Countries  even  iri  that  Emperor’s  time ; 
and  thereby  to  máke  way  for  the  inquifition  with  the 
farne  courfe  it  had  received  in  Spain,  of  which  the  Lu- 
therans  here,  and  the  Moors  there,  were  made  an 
equai  pretence.  And  thefe  points,  as  they  carne  to 
be  owned  and  executed,  made  the  firft  commotions 
of  men’s  minds  in  the  Provinces. 

The  hatred  of  the  people  againft  the  Spaniafds,  and 
the  infolences  of  thoi'e  troops,  with  the  charge  of  their 
fupport,  made  them  looked  upon  by  the  inhabitants 
in  o-e ne ral,  as  the  inftruments  of  their  oppreffion  and 
flavery,  and  not  of  their  defence,  when  a  general  peace 
had  left  them  nó  enemies :  and  therfefore  the  States 
beo-an  here  their  complaints,  with  a  general  confent 
and  p afilón  of  all  the  nobles,  as  well  as  towns  and 
country.  And  upon  the  delays  that  were  contrived, 
or  fell  in,  the  States  firft  refufed  to  raife  any  more 
monies,  either  for  the  Spaniards  pay,  or  their  own 
ftanding  troops ;  and  the  people  ran  into  fo  great 
defpairf  that  in  Zealand  they  abfolutely  gave  over  the 
working  at  their  digues,  luffering  the  íeato  gain  every 
tide  upon  the  country  •,  and  relblving  (as  they  faid) 
rather  to  be  devoured  by  that  element,  than  by  the 
Spaniíh  foldiers  :  fo  that,  after  many  difputes  and  im 
trio-ues  between  the  Governefs  and  the  Provinces, 
the  King,  upon  her  remonftrances,  was  induced  to 
their  removal-,  which  was  accordingly  performed 
wñth  great  joy  and  applaufe  oí  the  people. 

The  erefting  of  fourteen  new  Bifhops  fees  raifed 
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the  next  conteft.  The  great  Lords  looked  upon  this 
innovation  as  a  leíTening  of  their  power,  by  introdu- 
cing  lo  many  new  men  into  the  great  council.  The 
Abbots  (out  of  vvhofe  lands  they  vvere  to  be  endowed) 
pleaded  againft  it,  as  a  violent  ufurpation  upon  the 
rights  of  the  Church,  and  the  will  of  the  dead,  who 
had  given  thofe  lands  to  a  particular  ufe.  The  com- 
mons  murmured  at  it,  as  a  new  degree  of  oppreffion 
upon  their  confcience  or  liberty,  by  the  ereding  fo 
many  new  fpiritual  courts  of  judicature,  and  fo  great 
a  number  of  judges,  being  feventeen  for  three  that 
were  before  in  the  country,  and  thofe  depending  ab- 
folutely  upon  the  Pope,  or  the  King.  And  all  men 
declaimed  againft  it,  as  a  breach  of  the  King’s  oath, 
at  his  acceffion  to  the  government,  for  the  preferving 
the  Church  and  the  laws  in  the  fame  ftate  he  found 
them.  However  this  point  was  gained  entirely  by 
the  Governefs,  and  carried  over  the  head  of  all  od- 
polition,  though  not  without  leaving  a  general  dif- 
content. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  ill  hutnours  ftirring  in  Flan- 
ders,  the  wars  of  religión  breaking  out  in  France 
drove  great  numbers  of  Calvinifts  into  all  thofe  parts 
of  the  Low-Countries  that  confine  upon  France,  as 
the  troubles  of  Germany  had  before  of  Lutherans  in¬ 
to  the  provinces  about  the  Rhine  ;  and  the  perfecu- 
tions  under  Queen  Mary  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land  into  Flanders  and  Brabant,  by  the  great  com- 
merce  of  this  kingdom  with  Bruges  and  Antwerp. 

Thefe  accidents  and  neighbourhoods  filled  thefe 
countries,  in  a  fmall  traft  of  time,  with  fwarmsof  the 
reformed  profeííors  :  and  the  admirador  of  their  zeal, 
the  opinión  of  their  dodrine  and  piety,  the  compaf- 
fion  of  their  fufferings,  the  infufion  of  their  difcontents, 
or  the  humour  of  the  age,  gained  them  every  day 
many  profelytes  in  the  Low-Countries,  fome  among 
the  nobles,  many  among  the  villages,  but  moft  a  - 
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mong  the  cides,  whofe  trade  and  riches  were  much 
increafed  bv  thefe  new  inhabitants ;  and  whofe  in- 
tereíl  thereby,  as  well  as  converfation,  drew  them  on 
to  their  favour. 

This  made  work  for  the  inquifition,  though  mode- 
rately  exercilcd  by  the  prudence  and  temper  of  the 
Governefs,  mediatine  between  the  rio-our  of  Granvell, 
ín  ítraining  up  to  the  higheít  his  maíter’s  authority  and 
the  execution  of  his  commands  upon  all  occafions, 
and  the  refolutenefs  of  the  Lords  of  the  Provinces 
to  temper  the  King’s  edidts,  and  proteít  the  liberties 
of  their  country  againíl  the  admiffion  of  this  new  and 
arbitrary  judicature,  unknown  to  all  ancient  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  for  that  not  lefs  odious 
to  the  people,  than  for  the  cruelty  of  their  executions. 
For,  before  the  inquifition,  the  care  of  religión  was 
in  the  Bifhops,  and  before  that  in  the  civil  magiítrates 
throughout  the  Provinces. 

Upon  angry  debates  in  council,  but  chiefly  upon 
the  univerfal  miniftry  of  Granvell,  a  Burgundian  of 
mean  birth,  grown  at  laft  to  be  a  Cardinal,  and  more 
famous  for  the  greatnefs  of  his  parts,  than  the  goodnefs 
of  his  life,  the  chief  Lords  of  the  country  (among 
whom  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Counts  Egmont  and 
Horne,  the  Marquis  of  Berghen  and  Montigny,  were 
moft  considerable)  grew  to  fo  violent  and  implacable 
an  hatred  of  the  Cardinal  (whether  from  paffion  or 
intereft)  which  was  fo  univerfally  fpread  through  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  either  by  the  caufes  of  it, 
or  the  example,  that  the  Lords  firít  refufed  their  at- 
tendance  in  council,  protefting,  not  to  endure  the 
fight  of  a  man  fo  abfolute  there,  and  to  the  ruin  of 
their  country  :  and  afterwards  petitioned  the  King, 
in  the  nameof  the  whole  country,  for  his  removal: 
upon  the  delay  whereof,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
inquifition,  the  people  appeared,  upon  daily  occafions 
and  accidents,  heated  to  that  degree,  as  threatened  a 


Chap.  í.  Of  íheir  rife  and progrefs .  yg 

general  combuftion  in  the  whole  body  whenever  the 
leaft  flame  íhould  bréale  out  in  any  part. 

But  the  King  at  length  confented  to  Granveirs  re¬ 
céis,  by  the  opinión  of  the  Duchéis  of  Parma,  as  well 
as  the  puriuit  of  the  Provinces  :  whereupon  the  Lords 
reaffumed  their  places  in  council ;  Count  Egmont 
was  ient  into  Spain  to  repreient  the  grievances  of  the 
Provinces  •,  .and  being  favourably  diipatched  by  the 
King,  eipecially  by  remitting  the  rigour  of  the  ediófs 
about  religión  and  the  inquiíition,  ají  noiie  of  diícqn- 
tent  and  tumult  was  appeaied,  the  Lords  were  made 
uie  of  by  the  Governeis  in  the  couniel  and  conduft 
of  affairs,  and  the  Governeis  was  by  the  Lords  both 
obeyed  and  honoured. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 565,  there  was  a  con- 
ference  at  Bayonne  between  Catherine  Queen  mother 
of  France  and  her  ion  Charles  IX.  (though  very 
young)  with  his  fifter  Iiabella  Queen  of  Spain  :  in 
which  no  other  perion  but  the  Duke  of  Alva  inter- 
vened,  being  deputed  thither  by  Philip,  who  excuied 
his  own  preience,  and  thereby  made  this  interview 
pais  for  an  effeft:  or  expreffion  of  kindneis  between 
the  mother  and  her  children.  Whether  great  reíolu- 
tions  are  the  more  fuípeóted  where  great  iecrefy  is 
obferved,  or  it  be  true,  what  the  Prince  of  Orange 
affirmed  to  have  by  accident  difeovered,  that  the  ex- 
ürpation  of  all  families,  which  íhould  profefs  the  new 
religión  in  the  French  or  Spaniíh  dominions,  was  here; 
agreed  on,  with  mutual  affiftan.ee  of  the  two  crowns  ; 
it  is  certain,  and  was  owned,  that  matters  of  religión 
were  the  fubjeft  of  that  conference  •,  and  that  íoon 
after,  in  the  íame  year,  carne  letters  from  King  Philip 
to  the  Duchéis  of  Parma,  diíclaiming  the  interpretation 
which  had  been  given  to  his  letters  by  Count  Egmont, 
declaring,  his  pleaíure  was,  that  all  heredes  íhould  be 
put  to  death  without  remiffion  ;  that  the  Emperor’s  e- 
and  the  council  of  Trent,  íhould  be  publifhed  and 
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obfcrved;  and  commanding,  that  the  utmoft  aífiílance 
of  the  civil  power  fhould  be  given  to  the  inquifition. 

When  this  was  divulged  at  firft,  the  aftonifliment; 
was  great  throughout  their  provinces  •,  but  that  foon 
gave  way  to  their  rage,  which  began  to  appear  in  their 
looks,  in  their  fpeeches,  their  bold  meetings  and  libéis ; 
and  was  increafed  by  the  miferable  fpeótacles  of  fo  ma- 
ny  executions  upon  account  of  religión :  the  conílancy 
of  the  fufferers  and  compafílon  of  the  beholders  con- 
fpiring  gencrally  to  leñen  the  opinión  of  guilt  or  critne, 
and  heighten  a  deteílation  of  the  punifhment,  and  de- 
fire  of  revenge  againíl  the  authors  of  that  counfel,  of 
whom  the  Duke  of  Alva  was  efteemed  the  chief. 

Inthe  beginning  of  the  year  1566,  began  an  open 
mutiny  of  the  citizens  in  many  towns,  hindering  exe¬ 
cutions,  and  forcing  prifons  and  officers ;  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  confederacy  of  the  Lords,  never  to 
fuffcr  the  inquifition  in  the  Low-Countries,  as  con- 
trary  to  all  laws,  both  facred  and  profane,  and  ex- 
ceeding  the  cruelty  of  all  former  tyrannies ;  upon 
which,  all  refolutions  of  forcé  or  rigour  grew  unfafe 
íor  the  government,  now  too  weak  for  fuch  a  revolu- 
tion  of  the  people  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  Brederode^ 
in  confidence  of  the  general  favour,  carne  at  the  head 
of  two  hundred  gentlemen,  through  the  Provinces,  to 
Brufiels,  and  in  bold  terms  petitioned  the  Governefs 
for  abolifhing  the  inquifition  and  edifts  about  reli¬ 
gión,  and  that  new  ones  fhould  be  framed  by  a  con- 
vention  of  the  States. 

The  Governefs  was  forced  to  ufe  gentle  remedies 
to  fo  violent  a  difeaíe  ;  to  receive  the  petition  without 
ílievv  of  the  refentment  fhe  had  at  heart,  and  to  pro- 
mife  a  reprefentation  of  their  delires  to  the  King  ^ 
which  was  accordingly  done :  but  though  the  King 
was  ftartled  with  fuch  confequences  of  his  laft  com- 
mands,  and  at  length  induced  to  recall  them ;  yet, 
whether  by  the  flowneís  of  his  nature,  or  the  forms  of 
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the  Spaniíh  Court,  the  anfwer  carne  too  late  :  and  as 
all  his  former  concefllons,  either  by  delay  or  teftimo- 
nies  of  ill  will  or  meaning  in  them,  had  loft  the  good 
grace,  fo  this  loft  abfolutely  the  effeft,  and  carne  in- 
to  the  Low-Countries  when  all  was  in  fíame  by  an 
infurreótion  of  the  meaner  people  through  many  great 
towns  of  Flanders,  Holland,  and  Utrecht,  who  fell 
violently  upon  the  fpoil  of  churches,  and  deftruítion 
of  images,  with  a  thoufand  circumftances  of  barba- 
rous  and  brntifh  fury  •,  which,  with  the  inftitution  of 
confiftories  and  magiftrates  in  each  town  among  thofe 
of  the  reformed  profe  ilion,  with  public  confederacies 
and  diftinítions,  and  prívate  contributions  agreed 
upon  for  the  fupport  of  their  common  caufe,  gave  the 
firft  date  in  this  year  of  1566  to  the  revolt  of  the 
Low-Countries. 

But  the  nobility  of  the  country,  and  the  richeft  of 
the  people  in  the  cides,  though  unfatisfied  with  the 
government,  yet  feeling  the  effedts,  and  abhorring^ 
the  rage,  of  popular  tumults,  as  the  worft  mifchief 
that  can  befal  any  State  ;  and  encouraged  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  King’s  concefllons,  began  to  unite  their 
counfels  and  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Governefs,  and 
to  employ  themfelves  both  with  great  vigour  and 
Joyalty  for  fupprefling  the  late  infurreódons,  that 
had  feized  upon  many,  and  fhaked  moft  of  the  cities 
of  the  Provinces  ^  in  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Count  Egmont  were  great  inftruments,  by  the  au- 
thority  of  their  great  charges  (one  being  Governor  of 
Holland  and  Zealand,  and  the  other  of  Flanders) 
but  more  by  the  general  love  and  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  :  until  by  the  reducing  Valenciennes,  Maeftricht, 
and  the  Burfe,  by  arms  •,  the  fubmiflion  of  Antwerp 
and  other  towns ;  the  defediion  of  Count  Egmont 
from  the  counfels  of  the  Confedérate  Lords  (as  they 
were  called*,)  the  retreat  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  in- 
to  Germany ,  and  the  death  of  Brederode,  with  the 
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news  and  preparations  of  King  Philip’s  fudden  jour- 
ney  into  the  Low-Countries,  as  well  as  the  prudence 
and  moderation  of  the  Duchefs  in  governino-  all 
thefe  circumftances ;  the  whole  eftate  of  the  Provin¬ 
ces  was  perfectly  reílored  to  its  former  peace,  obe¬ 
diente,  and,  at  leaft,  appearance  of  loyalty. 

King  Philip,  whether  having  never  really  decreed 
his  journey  into  Flanders,  or  diverted  by  the  pacifica- 
tion  of  the  Provinces,  and  apprehenfion  of  the  Moors 
rebelling  in  Spain,  or  a  diílruft  of  his  fon  Prince 
Charles  s  violent  paffions  and  diípolitions,  or  the  ex- 
peftation  of  what  had  been  reíblved  at  Bayonne  °row- 
mg  ripe  for  execution  in  France,  gave  over  tlie  dif- 
courfe  of  feeing  the  Low-Countries  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  took  up  the  refolution  for  difpatching  the  Duke 
of  Alva  thither  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
fand  veteran  Spaniíh  and  Italian  troops,  for  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Governefs,  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
the  fuppreffing  and  punilhment  of  all  who  had  been 
authors  or  fomenters  of  the  late  feditions. 

This  refult  was  put  fuddenly  in  execution,  thouo-h 
wholly  againft  the  advice  of  the  Duchefs  of  Parma 
in  Flanders,  and  the  Duke  of  Feria  (one  of  the  chief 
minifters)  in  Spain,  who  thought  the  preíent  peace 
of  the  Provinces  ought  not  to  be  invaded  by  new  oc- 
cafions;  ñor  the  royal  authority  leifened  by  beino- 
made  a  party  in  a  war  upon  his  fubjefts  •,  ñor  a  m£ 
niíler  employed  where  he  was  fo  profelfedly  both 
hating  and  hated,  as  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  the  Low- 
Countries. 

But  the  King  was  unmoveable-,  ío  that,  inthe  end 
of  the  year  of  1567,  the  Duke  of  Alva  arrived  there 
with  an  army  of  ten  thoufand,  the  beft  Spaniíh  and 
Italian  fokhers,  under  the  command  of  the  choiceíl 
officers,  which  the  wars  of  Charles  V.  or  Philip  II. 
had  bred  up  in  Europe ;  which,  with  two  thoufand 
Germans  the  Duchefs  of  Parma  had  raifed  in  the  laft 
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tumults,  and,  under  the  command  of  fo  oíd  and  re- 
nowned  a  General  as  the  Duke  of  Alva,  made  up  a 
forcé,  which  nothing  in  the  Low-Countries  could 
look  in  the  face  with  other  eyes,  than  of  aftoniíhment, 
fubmifíion,  or  defpair. 

Upon  the  firft  report  of  this  expedition,  the  trading 
people  of  the  towns  and  country  began  in  vaft  num- 
bers  to  retire  out  of  the  provinces  ;  fo,  as  the  Duchefs 
wrote  to  the  King,  that,  in  few  days,  above  a  hun- 
dred  thoufand  men  had,  left  the  country,  and  with- 
drawn  both  their  money  and  goods,  and  more  were 
following  every  day  :  fo  great  aníipathy  there  ever 
appears  between  merchants  and  foldiers ;  whilft  one 
pretends  to  be  fafe  under  laws,  which  the  other  pre- 
tends  fhall  be  fubjeél  to  his  fword  and  his  will.  And 
upon  the  firft  aólíon  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  after  his  ar¬ 
rival,  which  was  the  feizing  of  the  Counts  Egmont 
and  Horne,  as  well  as  the  fufpeóted  death  of  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Berghen,  and  imprifonment  of  Montigny  in 
Spain  (whither,  fome  months  before,  they  had  been 
fent  with  commiffion  and  inftruótions  from  the  Du¬ 
chefs)  fhe  immediately  defired  leave  of  the  King  to 
retire  out  of  the  Low-Countries. 

This  was  eafily  obtained,  and  the  Duke  of  Alva 
inveíted  in  the  government,  with  powers  never  giveri 
before  to  any  Governor  :  a  council  of  twelve  was  e- 
reíled  for  trial  of  all  crimes  committed  againft  the 
King’s  authority,  which  was  called  by  the  people, 
The  Council  of  Blood.  Great  numbers  were  con- 
demned  and  executed  by  fentence  of  this  council, 
upon  account  of  the  late  iníurre&ions  ;  more  by  that  of 
the  inquifition,  againft  the  parting  advice  of  the  Du¬ 
chefs  of  Parma,  and  the  exclamation  of  the  people  at 
thofe  ilWal  courts.  The  town  ítomached  the  breach 

o 

of  their  charters,  the  people  of  their  liberties,  the 
Knights  of  the  Golden-Fleece  the  charters  of  their  or- 
der,  by  thefe  new  and  odious  courts  of  judicature : 

all 
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all  complain  of  the  difufe  of  the  States,  of  the  intro- 
duftion  of  armies,  but  all  in  vain  :  the  King  was 
confian  t  to  what  he  had  determined  ;  Alva  was  in 
his  nature  cruel  and  inexorable  j  the  new  army  was 
fierce  and  brave,  and  deíirous  of  nothing  fo  much  as 
a  rebellion  in  the  country ;  the  people  were  enraged, 
but  awed  and  unheaded  :  all  was  feizure  and  procefs, 
confiícation  and  imprilonment,  blood  and  horror,  in- 
folence  and  deje¿lion,  puniíhments  executed,  and  nre- 
ditated  revenge :  the  fmaller  branches  were  lopt  off 
apace  ;  the  great  ones  were  longer  a  hewing  down. 
Counts  Egmont  and  Home  lafted  feveral  months ; 
but,  at  length,  in  fpite  of  all  their  fervices  to  Charles 
V.  and  to  Philip,  as  well  as  of  their  new  merits  in  the 
quieting  of  the  Provinces,  and  of  fo  great  fuppüca- 
tions  and  interceffions  as  were  made  in  their  favour, 
both  in  Spain  and  in  Flanders,  they  were  publickly 
beheaded  at  Bruflels  ;  which  feemed  to  break  all  pa- 
tience  in  the  people,  and,  by  their  end,  to  give  thofe 
commotions  a  beginning,  which  coft  Europe  fo  much 
blood,  and  Spain  a  great  part  of  the  Low-Country 
Provinces. 

After  the  procefs  of  Egmont  and  Plome,  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  who  was  retired  into  Germany,  was  fum- 
moned  to  his  trial  for  the  fame  crimes,  of  which  the  ■ 
others  had  ’oeen  accufed ;  and,  upon  his  not  appear- 
ing,  was  condemned,  proclaimed  traitor,  and  his  whole 
eílate  (which  was  very  great  in  the  Provinces,  and  in 
Burgundy)  feized  upon,  as  forfeited  to  the  King. 
The  Prince,  treated  in  this  manner  while  he  was 
quiet  and  unarmed  in  Germany,  employs  all  his  ere- 
di  t  with  thofe  Princes  engaged  to  him  by  alliance  or  *. 
by  common  fears  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  throws  off 
all  obedience  to  the  Duke  of  Alva,  raifes  forces,  joins 
with  great  numbers  flocking  to  him  out  of  the  Pro-  . 
vinces,  all  enraged  at  the  Duke  of  Alva’s  cruel  and 
srbitrary  govemment,  and  refolved  to  revenge  the 

Count 
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Count  Egmont’s  death  (who  had  ever  been  the  dar- 
ling  of  the  people.)  With  theíe  troops  he  enters 
Friezland,  and  invades  the  outward  parts  of  Brabarn, 
receives  fuccour  from  the  Proteílants  of  France,  then 
in  arms  under  the  Prince  of  Conde :  and  after  many 
various  encounters  and  fuccefíes,  by  the  great  conduÁ 
of  Alva,  and  valour  of  his  veteran  army,  being  hin- 
dered  from  feizing  upon  any  town  in  Brabant  (which 
both  of  them  knew  would  fhake  the  fidelity  of  the 
Provinces)  he  is  at  length  forced  to  break  up  his  ar~ 
my,  and  to  retire  into  Gcrmany.  Hereupon  Alva 
returns  in  triumph  to  Bruffels :  and^  as  if  he  had 
made  a  conqueft,  inftead  of  a  defence,  caufes,  out 
of  the  cannon  taken  from  Lewis  of  Naftau,  his  ftatue 
to  be  caft  in  brafs,  treading  and  infulting  upon  two 
fmaller  ftatues  that  reprefented  the  two  eílates  of  the 
Low-Countries  •>  and  this  to  be  ereóled  in  the  citadel 
he  had  built  at  Antwerp  for  the  abfolute  fubjeóting 
of  that  rich,  populous,  and  mutinous  town. 

Nothing  had  raifed  greater  indignation  among  the 
Flemings,  than  the  public  fight  and  oftentation  of 
this  ftatue  *,  and  the  more,  becaufe  they  knew  the 
boaft  to  be  true,  finding  their  ancient  liberties  and 
privileges  (the  inheritance  of  fo  many  ages,  or  boun- 
ty  of  fo  many  Princes)  all  now  proftrate  before  this 
one  man’s  fword  and  will,  who  from  the  time  of 
Charles  V.  had  ever  been  efteemed  an  enerriy  of  their 
nation,  and  aüthor  of  all  the  counfels  for  the  abfolute 
fubduiñg  their  country. 

But  Alva,  moved  with  no  rumours,  terrified  with 
no  threats  from  a  broken  and  unarmed  people,  and 
thinking  no  meafures  ñor  forms  were  any  more  ne- 
cefíary  tó  beobferved  in  the  Low-Countries,  pretends 
greater  fums  are  neceflary  for  the  pay  and  reward  cf 
his  viftorious  troops,  than  were  annually  granted,  up¬ 
on  the  King’s  requeft,  by  the  States  of  the  provinces : 
and  therefore  demands  a  general  tax  of  the  hun- 

dredth 
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dredth  part  of  every  man’s  eílate  in  the  Lo w-Coun tries, 
to  be  raifed  at  once ;  and,  for  the  future,  the  twentieth 
of  all  immoveables,  and  the  tenth  of  alí  that  was  fold. 

The  States  with  much  reludtancy  confent  to  the 
firít,  as  a  thing  that  ended  at  once ;  but  refufed  the 
other  two,  alledging  the  poverty  of  the  Provinees, 
and  the  ruin  of  trade.  Upon  the  Duke’s  períifting, 
they  petition  the  King  by  meflengers  into  Spain,  but 
without  redrefs  •,  draw  out  the  year  in  contefts,  fome* 
times  ítomachful,  fometimes  humble,  with  the  Go- 
vernor ;  till  the  Duke,  impatient  of  further  delay, 
caufes  the  edi¿t,  without  confent  of  the  States,  to  be 
publifhed  at  BruiTels.  The  people  refufe  to  pay,  the 
foldiers  begin  to  levy  by  forcé,  the  townfmen  all  íhut 
up  their  lhops,  the  people  in  the  country  forbear  the 
markef,  fo  as  not  fo  much  as  bread  or  meat  is  to  be 
bought  in  the  town.  The  Duke  is  enraged,  and  calis 
the  foldiers  to  arms,  and  commands  feveral  of  the  in* 
habitants,  who  refufed  the  payments,  to  be  hanged 
that  very  night  upon  their  fign-poíts ;  which  nothTng 
moves  the  obftinacy  of  the  people  :  and  now  the  of- 
ficers  of  the  guards  are  ready  to  begin  the  executions, 
when  news  comes  to  town  of  the  taking  of  the  Briel 
by  the  Gueufes,  and  of  the  expettation  that  had  been 
givenof  a  fudden  revolt  in  theProvince  of  Holland. 

This  unexpefted  blow  ílruck  the  Duke  of  Alva  ; 
and  forefeeing  the  confequences  of  it,  becaufe  he  knew 
the  ftubble  was  dry,  and  now  he  found  the  fire  was 
fallen  in,  he  thought  it  an  ill  time  to  make  an  end  of 
the  tragedy  in  Brabant,  whilft  a  new  feene  was  opened 
in  Holland ;  and  fo,  giving  over  for  the  prefent  his 
taxes  and  executions,  applies  his  thoughts  to  the  fup- 
prefiion  of  this  new  enemy,  that  broke  in  upon  him 
from  the  fea ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  the  bottom  and 
reach  of  the  defign,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  ftrength 
of  their  forces,  were  to  the  Duke  the  lefs  known,  and 
the  more  fulpe&ed.  Now,  becaufe  this  feizure  of  the 

Briel 
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Briel  began  the  fecond  great  commotion  of  the  Low- 
Countries  in  1 570,  and  that  which  indeed  never  end- 
ed,  but  in  the  lofs  of  thofe  Provinces,  whcre  the  death 
of  the  Spanifh  and  Royal  Government  gave  life  to  a 
new  commonwealth,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  know, 
what  fort  of  men,  and  by  what  accidents  United,  and 
by  what  fears  or  hopes  emboldened,  were  the  firít  au- 
thors  of  this  adventure. 

Upon  Brederode’s  delivering  a  petition  to  the  Du¬ 
chéis  of  Parma  againft  the  inquifitíon,  and  for  fome 
liberty  in  point  of  religión,  thofe  perfons,  which  at- 
tended  him,  looking  mean  in  their  cloaths  and  their 
garb,  were  called  by  one  of  the  courtiers,  at  their  en¬ 
trance  into  the  palace,  gueufes ,  which  fignifies  beg- 
gars ;  a  ñame,  though  raifed  by  chance,  or  by  fcorn, 
yet  affefted  by  the  party,  as  an  expreílion  of  humili- 
ty  and  diítrefs,  and  ufed  ever  after  by  both  fides  as 
a  ñame  of  diílindtion  comprehending  all  who  dif* 
fented  from  the  Román  Church,  how  diíferent  foever  ' 
in  opinión  among  themfelves. 

Thefe  men,  fpread  in  great  numbers  through  tlie 
whole  extent  of  the  Provinces  by  the  accidents  and 
diípoíitions  already  mentioned,  after  the  appeaíing  of 
their  firft  fedition  were  broken  in  their  common  coun- 
fels ;  and  by  the  cruelty  of  the  inquifition,  and  rigour 
of  Alva,  were  in  great  multitudes  forced  to  retire  out 
ofthe  Provinces,  at  leaft,  fuch  as  had  means  or  hopes 
of  fubfifting  abroad  :  many  of  the  poorer  and  more 
defperate  fled  into  the  woods  of  the  upper  countries 
(where  they  are  thick  and  wild)  and  lived  upon  fpoil  j 
and,  in  the  firft  defcent  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s 
forces,  did  great  mifchief  to  all  lcattered  parties  of 
the  Duke  of  Alva’s  troops  in  their  march  through 
thofe  parts.  But,  after  that  attempt  of  the  Prince 
ended  without  fuccefs,  and  he  was  forced  back  into 
Germany,  the  Count  of  Marcke,  a  violent  and  im¬ 
placable  enemy  to  the  Duke  of  Alva  and  his  govern- 
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ment,  with  many  others  of  the  broken  troops  (whom 
the  fame  fortune  and  difpofition  had  left  together  in 
Friezland)  manned  out  fome  íhips  of  frnall  forcé,  and 
betook  themfelves  tofea;  and,  with  commiffions  from 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  began  to  prey  upon  all  they 
could  mafter,  that  belonged  to  the  Spaniards.  They 
fometimes  fheltered  and  watered,  and  fold  their  prizes 
in  fome  creeks  or  fmall  harbours  of  England,  though 
forbidden  by  Queen  Elizabeth  (then  in  peace  with 
‘  Spain  y)  fometimes  in  the  river  Ems,  or  fome  fmall 
ports  of  Friezland  ;  till  at  length,  having  gained  con- 
íiderable  riches  by  thefe  adventures,  whether  to  fell, 
or  to  refrefh*  whether  driven  by  ítorm,  or  led  by  de* 
íign  (upon  knowledge  of  the  ill  blood  which  the  new 
taxes  had  bred  in  all  the  Provinces)  they  landed  in  the 
iíland  of  the  Briel,  alTaulted  and  carried  the  town, 
pulled  down  the  images  in  the  churches,  profeíTed  o* 
penly  their  religión,  declared  againíl  the  taxes  and  ty~ 
ranny  of  the  Spanifh  government,  and  were  immedi* 
ately  followed  by  the  revolt  of  moft  of  the  towns  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  V/eft-Friezland,  who  threw 
out  the  Spanifh  garrifons,  renounced  their  obedience 
to  King  Philip,  and  fwore  fidelity  to  the  Prince  of  O- 
.tange. 

The  Prince  returnedoutof  Germany  with  newforces, 
and,  making  ufe  of  this  fury  of  the  people,  contented 
not  himfelf  with  Holland  and  Zealand,  but  marched 
Up  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Provinces,  within  five 
leagues  of  BruíTels,  feizing  upon  Mechlin,  and  many 
other  town-,  with  fo  great  confent,  applaufe,  and  con- 
courfe  of  people,  that  the  whole  Spanifh  dominión 
feemed  now  ready  to  expire  in  the  Low-Countries,  if 
it  had  not  been  revi  ved  by  the  mafiacre  of  tile  ProteíE 
ants  at  Paris  •,  which,  contrived  by  joint  counfels  with 
King  Philip,  and  afted  by  a  Spanifh  party  in  the  Court 
of  France,  and  with  fo  fatal  a  blow  to  the  contrary 
.fa&ion,  encouraged  the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  damped 
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the  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  fume  degrce ;  fo  that  one 
gathers  ílrength  enough  to  defend  the  heart  of  the 
Provinces,  and  the  other  retires  inro  Holland,  and 
makes  that  the  feat  of  the  war. 

This  country  was  ftrong  by  its  nature  and  feat  a- 
mong  the  vvaters  that  encompafs  and  divide  it ;  but 
more  by  a  rougher  fort  of  people,  at  that  time  lefs 
foftened  by  trade  or  by  riches,  leis  ufed  to  grants  of 
money  and  taxes,  and  proud  of  their  ancient  fame, 
recorded  in  the  Román  (lories,  of  being  obílinate  de- 
fenders  of  their  liberties,  and  novv  moíl  implacable 
haters  of  the  Spaniíh  ñame. 

All  thefe  difpofitions  were  increafed  and  hardened 
in  the  war  that  enfued  under  the  Duke  of  Alva’s  con- 
du6t,  or  his  fons  ;  by  the  ílaughter  of  all  innocent  per- 
fons  and  fexes  upon  the  taking  of  Naerden,  where 
the  houfes  were  burnt,  and  the  walls  levelled  to  the 
ground  ;  by  the  defperate  defence  oí  Haerlem  for  ten 
months,  with  all  the  pradlices  and  réturns  of  ignomi- 
ny,  cruelty,  and  fcorn  on  both  fides,  while  the  very 
women  liíted  themfelves  in  companies,  repairéd  brea- 
ches,  gave  alarms,  and  beat  up  quarters,  till,  all  being 
famiíhed,  four  hundred  burghers  (after  the  fufrender) 
were  killed  in  coid  blood,  among  many  other  ex- 
ampies  of  an  incenfed  conqueror  ^  which  made  the 
humour  of  the  parties  grow  more  defperate,  and  their 
hatred  to  Spain  and  Alva  incurable. 

The  fame  army  broken  and  forced  to  rife  from  be¬ 
fóte  Alcmaer,  after  a  long  and  fierce  fiege  in  Alva’s 
time  *  and  from  befóte  Leyden  in  the  time  of  Requife* 
ñes  (where  the  boors  themfelves  opened  the  íluices, 
and  drowned  the  country,  refolving  to  mifchief  the 
Spaniards  at  the  charge  of  their  own  ruin)  gave  the 
great  turn  to  affairs  in  Holland. 

TheKing  grows  fenfible  of  danger,  and  apprehen- 
five  of  the  total  defeílion  of  the  Provinces  ;  Alva 
weary  of  his  government,  finding  his  violent  counfels 
Yol.  I.  G  and 
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and  proceedings  had  raifed  a  fpirit,  which  was  quiet 
before  he  carne,  and  was  never  to  be  laid  any  more. 
The  Duke  is  recalled,  and  the  war  goes  on  under  Re* 
quifenes  ;  who  dying  íuddenly  and  without  provifions 
made  by  the  King  for  a  fuccefíor,  the  government,  by 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  devolved  by  way  of  interim 
upon  the  Great  Council,  which  laíted  fome  time,  by 
the  delay  of  Don  John  of  Auftria’s  coming,  who  was 
deelared  the  new  Governor. 

But,  in  this  interim,  the  ftrength  of  the  difeafe  ap- 
pears  ;  for,  upon  the  mutiny  of  fome  Spanifh  troops 
for  want  of  their  pay,  and  their  feizing  Aloft,  a  town 
near  BruíTels,  the  people  grow  into  a  rage,  the  tradef- 
men  give  over  their  íhops,  and  the  country-men  their 
labour*  and  all  run  to  arms  :  in  BruíTels  they  forcé  the 
Senate,  pulí  out  thofe  men  they  knew  to  be  moít  ad- 
di¿ted  to  the  Spaniards,  kill  fuch  of  that  nation  as 
they  meet  in  the  ílreets,  and  all  in  general  cry  out  for 
the  expulílon  of  foreigners  out  of  the  Low-Countries, 
and  the  afíembliho;  of  the  States  :  to  which  the  Coun* 
cil  is  forced  to  confent.  In  the  mean  time,  the  chieí 
perfons  of  the  Provinces  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Priñce  of  Orange,  to  carry  on  the  common  affairs 
of  the  Provinces  by  the  fame  counfels  •,  fo  as,  when 
the  Eftates  aífembled  at  Ghent,  without  any  contefl 
they  agreed  upon  that  a 6t,  which  was  called  The  paci - 
fi catión  of  Ghent ,  iii  the  year  1576,  whereof  the  chief 
articles  were,  Ihe  txpidjion  of  all  f creí gn  foldiers  out  of 
the  Provinces:  'ref  oring  all  the  ancient  forms  cf  gcvern - 
rnent :  and  referring  matters  cf  Religión  in  each  Provine  i 
to  the  provincial  Eftates :  and  that ,  for  performance  there - 
cfy  the  reft  of  the  Provinces  fhould  for  ever  be  confedérate 
,  with  Holland  and  Zeeland.  And  this  made  the  firft 
period  of  the  Low-Country  troubles,  proving  to 
King  Philip  a  dear  experience  how  little  the  beft  con- 
duét,  and  boldeft  armies,  are  able  to  vithftand  the 
t#rrent  of  a  ítubfaorn  and  enraged  people,  which  ever 
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bears  all  down  before  it,  till  it  comes  to  be  divided  in- 
to  difterent  channels  b y  arts,  or  by  chance  ;  or,  till 
the  fprings,  which  are  the  humours  that  fed  it,  com,e 
to  be  íbent,  or  dry  up  of  themfelves. 

The  foreign  forces,  refufing  todepart,  are  declared 
rebels  •,  whereupon  the  Spaniíh  troops  forcé  and  plun- 
der  feveral  towns,  and  Antwerp  among  the  reft  (by 
advantage  of  the  citadel)  with  equal  courage  and  ava¬ 
rice  ;  and  defend  themfelves  in  feveral  holds  from  the 
forces  of  the  States,  till  Don  John’s  arrival  at  Luxem- 
burgh,  the  only  town  of  the  Provinces  where  he 
thought  himfell  late,  as  not  involved  in  the  defedlion 
of  the  reíh 

The  Eílates  refufe  to  admit  him  without  his  accept- 
ing  and  conñrming  the  pacificación  of  Ghent ;  which 
at  length  he  does,  by  leave  from  the  King,  and  enters 
upon  the  government  with  the  difmiffion  of  all  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  which  return  into  Italy.  But  foon  after, 
Don  John,  whether  out  of  indignation  to  fee  himfelf 
but  a  precarious  Governor,  without  forcé  or  depen- 
dence  ;  or  definng  new  occaíions  of  fame  by  a  war ; 
or  inftrufted  from  Spain  upon  new  counfels,  takes  the 
occaíion  of  complimenting  Queen  Margaret  of  Na- 
varre  upon  her  journey  out  of  France  to  the  Spaw, 
°n  a  farden  feizes  upon  the  caítle  of  Namur. 
Whereupon  the  Provinces  for  the  third  time  throw  off 
their  obedience,  cali  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  BruíTels, 
where  he  is  made  Prote&or  of  Brabant  by  the  States 
of  that  Province,  and  preparations  are  made  on  both 
lides  for  the  war ;  while  Spain  is  bufy  to  form  new 
armies,  and  draw  them  together  in  Namur  and  Lux- 
emburgh,  the  only  Provinces  obedient  to  that  crown, 
and  all  the  reft  agree  to  eleól  a  Governor  of  their  own, 

and  fend  to  Matthias  the  Emperor’s  brother,  to  offer 
him  the  charge. 

At  this  time  began  to  be  formed  the  male-content 
party  in  the  Low-Countries ;  -which  though  agreeing; 
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with  the  reft  in  their  hatred  to  the  Spaniárds,  and  de- 
fence  of  their  liberties  and  laws,  yet  were  not  inclined 
to  íhake  off allegiance  to  their  Prince,  ñor  change  their 
oíd  and  eílabliíhed  religión  :  and  thefe  were  headed  by 
the  Duke  of  Arefchot,  and  leveral  great  men,  the  more 
averíe  from  a  general  defection,  by  emulation  or  envy 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  greatnefs,  who  was  now 
grown  to  have  all  the  influence  and  credit  in  the  colin¬ 
déis  of  the  league. 

By  the  affiítance  of  this  party,  after  Don  John’s 
fudden  death,  the  Duke  of  Parma,  fucceeding  him, 
gained  ílrength  and  reputation  upon  his  coming  to 
the  government,  and  an  entrance  upon  that  great  fcene 
of  glory  and  viótory,  which  made  both  his  perfon  fo 
renowned,  and  the  time  of  his  government  fignalized 
by  fo  many  fieges  and  battles,  and  the  reduétion  of  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  provinces  to  the  fub- 
jedtion  of  Spain. 

Upon  the  growth  of  this  party,  and  for  diftinótiort 
from  them,  who,  purfuing  a  middle  and  dangerous 
counfel,  were  at  length  to  become  an  acceflion  to  one 
of  the  extremes ;  the  more  northern  Provinces,  meet- 
ing  by  their  deputies  at  Utrecht,  in  the  year  1579, 
framed  an  a¿t  or  aliiance,  which  was  ever  after  calied 
the  Union  of  Utrecht ;  and  was  the  original  conflátil- 
tion  and  frameof  that  commonwealth,  which  has  lince 
been  fo  well  known  in  the  world  by  the  ñame  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

This  unión  v/as  grounded  upon  the  Spaniards  breach 
of  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  new  invaíion  of  fome 
towns  in  Guelderland  •,  and  was  not  pretended  to  di¬ 
vide  thefe  Provinces  from  the  generality,  ñor  from  the 
faid  pacification ;  but  to  ítrengrhen  and  purfue  the 
ends  of  it,  by  more  vigorous  and  united  counfels  and 
arms. 

The  chief  forcé  of  this  unión  confiíls  in  thefe  points, 
drawn  out  of  the  inftrument  itfelf : 
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Thefeven  Provinces  unite  themfelves  fo,  as  if  they 
were  but  one  Province,  and  fo,  as  never  to  be  divid- 
ed  by  teftament,  donation,  exchange,  fale,  or  agree- 
•ment :  referving  to  each  particular  Province  and  city 
all  privileges,  rights,  cuftoms,  and  ftatutes  :  in  ad- 
judging  whereof,  or  differences  that  íhall  arife  between 
any  of  the  Provinces,  the  reft  íhall  not  intermecldle 
further,  than  to  intercede  towards  an  agreement. 

They  bind  themfelves  to  affift  one  anotherwith  life 
and  fortunes  againft  all  forcé  and  aílault  made  upon  any 
of  them,  whether  upon  pretence  of  royal  majefty,  of 
reftoring  Catholic  religión,  or  any  other  wh atfoe ver, 

All  frontier-towns  belonging  to  the  unión,  if  oíd,  to 
be  fortified  at  the  charge  of  the  Province  where  they  lie; 
if  new,  to  be  erefted  at  the  charge  of  the  generality. 

All  impoíls  and  cuftoms,  from  three  months  to  three 
months,  to  be  offered  to  them  that  bid  moft ;  and, 
vvith  the  incomes  of  the  royal  majefty,  to  be  employed 
for  the  common  defence. 

All  inhabitants  to  be  lifted  and  trained  within  a 
month,  from  18  to  6o  years  oíd.  Peace  and  war  not 
to  be  made  without  confent  of  all  the  Provinces  :  other 
cafes,  that  concern  the  management  of  both,  by  moft 
voices.  Differences  that  fhall  arife  upon  the  firft,  be* 
tween  the  Provinces,  to  befubmitted  to  the  Stadtholders. 

Neighbouring  Princes,  Lords,  lands,  and  cities,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  unión,  by  confent  of  the  Provinces, 

tor  religión,  thofe  of  Holland  and  Zealand  to  aít 
in  it  as  feems  good  unto  themfelves.  The  other  Pro¬ 
vinces  may  regúlate  themfelves  according  to  the  te¬ 
nor  eftabliíhed  by  Matthias,  or  elle  as  they  íhall  judge 
to  be  moft  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  their  particu¬ 
lar  Provinces ;  provided  every  one  remain  free  in  hi$ 
religión,  and  no  man  be  examined  or  entrapped  for 
that  caufe,  according  to  the  pacification  of  Ghent. 

In  cafe  of  any  difíenfion  or  differences  between  Pro¬ 
vinces,  if  it  concern  one  in  particular,  it  fhal}  be  ac- 
Commodated  by  the  others ;  if  it  concern  all  in  gene- 
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íal,  by  the  Stadtholders  :  in  both  which  cafes,  fentencc 

to  be  pronounced  within  a  month,  and  without  appeal 
or  revifion. 

1  he  States  to  be  held  as  has  been  formerly  uíed  ; 
and  the  mint  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  hereafter  be 
agreed  by  all  the  Provinces. 

Interpretation  ofthefe  árdeles  to  re  main  in  the  States; 
but,  in  cafe  of  their  differing,  in  the  Stadtholders. 

They  bind  themfelves  to  fall  upon  and  imprifon 
any  that  fhall  aét  contrary  to  thefe  articles ;  in  which 
cafe  no  privilege  ñor  exemption  to  be  valid. 

This  aét  was  figned  by  the  deputies  of  Guelderland, 
Zutphen,  Holland,  Zealand,  Utrecht,  and  the  Om- 
lands  of  Frize,  Jan.  23,  1579,  but  was  not  figned  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange  till  May  following,  and  with  this 
fignification,  judging  that  by  the  fame  the  fuperiority 
and  authority  of  Arch-Duke  Matthias  is  not  leflened. 

In  the  fame  year,  this  unión  was  entered  and  fioned 
by  the  cides  of  Ghent,  Nimmeguen,  Arnhem,  Lee- 
warden,  with  fome  particular  nobles  of  Friezland, 
Venlo,  Ypres,  Antwerp,  Breda,  and  Bruges.  And 
thus  thefe  Provinces  became  a  commonwealth,  but  in 
fo  low  and  uncertain  a  ftate  of  affairs,  by  reafon  of  the 
various  motions  and  affedions  of  men’s  minds,  the  dif-, 
ferent  ends  and  interefts  of  the  feveral  parties,  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  other  Provinces ;  and  the  mighty  power 
and  preparations  of  the  Spaniíh  monarchy  to  opprefs 
them,  that  in  their  firft  coin  they  caufed  a  íhip  to  be 
ílamped,  labouring  among  the  waves  without  fails  or 
oars  ;  and  thefe  words,  Incertum  quo  fata  ferant. 

I  thought  ib  particular  a  deduétion  neceíTary  to 
difeover  the  natural  caufes  of  this  revolution  in  the 
J.ow-Coun tries,  which  has  fince  had  ib  great  a  part, 
for  near  ¿  hundred  years,  in  all  the  aélions  and  nego- 
tiations  of  Chriftendom ;  and  to  find  out  the  true  in¬ 
centives  for  that  obílinate  love  for  their  liberties,  and  in- 
vincible  hatred  for  the  Spaniíh  nation  and  government, 
which  laid  the  foundationof  this  commonwealth ;  and 
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this  laft  I  take  to  have  been  the  ftronger  paflón,  and 
of  the  greater  effedt,  both  in  the  bold  counfels  of  con- 
trafting  their  unión,  and  the  defperate  refolutions  of 
defending  it.  For,  not  longafter,  the  whole  councilof 
this  new  State,  being  prefied  by  the  extremities  of  their 
aífairs,  paffing  by  the  form  of  government  in  the  way 
of  a  commonwealth,  made  an  earneíl  and  folemn  oífer 
of  the  dominión  of  thefe  Provinces  both  to  England 
and  France  \  but  were  refufed^by  both  crowns  *,  and, 
though  they  retained  the  ñame  of  a  free  people,  yet 
they  foon  loft  the  eafe  of  the  liberties  they  contended 
for,  by  the  abfolutenefs  of  their  magiftrates  in  the  fe- 
veral  cities  and  provinces,  and  the  extreme  preliure  of 
their  taxes,  which  fo  long  a  war,  with  fo  mighty  an 
enemy,  made  neceífary  for  the  fupport  of  their  State* 
But  the  hatred  of  the  Spanifh  government  under 
Alva  was  fo  univerfal,  that  it  made  the  revolt  gene¬ 
ral  through  the  Provinces,  running  through  all  religi- 
ons,  and  all  orders  of  men,  as  appeared  by  the  pacifi- 
cation  of  Ghent  •  till,  by  the  divifion  of  the  parties, 
by  the  powers  of  fo  vaíi  a  monarchy  as  Spain  at  that 
time,  and  by  the  matchlefs  condudt  and  valour  of  the 
Dukeof  Parma,  this  humour,  like  poifon  in  a  ftrong 
conftitution,  and  with  the  help  of  violent  phyfic,  was 
expelled  from  the  heart,  which  was  Flanders  and  Bra- 
bant  (with  the  reft  of  the  ten  Provinces)  into  theout- 
ward  members  ;  and,  by  their  being  cut  off,  the  body 
was  faved.  After  which,  the  molí  infiamed  fpirits  be¬ 
ing  driven  by  the  arms  of  Spain,  or  drawn  by  the  hopes 
of  liberty  andfafety,  into  the  United  Provinces  out  of 
the  reft,  the  hatred  of  Spain  grew  to  that  heighth,  that 
they  were  not  onlywilling  to  fubmit  to  any  new  do¬ 
minión,  rather  than  return  to  the  oíd ;  but  when  they 
could  ftnd  no  mafter  to  proteft  them,  and  their  affairs 
grew  defperate,  they  were  once  certainly  upon  the  coum 
leí  of  burning  their  great  towns,  wafting  and  drowning 
wlw  they  could  of  their  own  country,  and  going  to  feek 
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fome  new  leats  in  the  Indies.  Which  they  might  have 
executed,  if  they  had  found  íhipping  enough  to  carry 
oír  ah  their  numbers,  and  had  not  been  detained  by 
the  compafnon  of  thofe  which  muft  have  been  left  be- 

hind  at  the  mercy  of  an  incenfed  and  conquering 
mafter.  ^  S 

The  Spanifh  andltalian  writers  content  themfelvesto 
attribute  the  caufes  of  thefe  revolutions  to  the  change 
of  religión,  to  the  native  ftubbornnefs  of  the  people, 
and  to  the  ambition  ot  the  Princes  of  Orange  :  but 
religión,  without  mixtures  of  ambition  and  intereft, 
Works  no  fuch  violent  effeíts,  and  produces  rather 
the  examples  of  conftant  fufferings,  than  of  defperate 
aftions.  I  he  nature  of  the  people  cannot  change  of  a 
fudden,  no  more  than  the  climate  which  infufes  it;  and 
no  country  hath  brought  fórth  better  fubjects,  than 
many  of  thefe  Provinces,  both  before  and  fince  thefe 
commotions  among  them  ;  and  the  ambition  of  one 
man  could  neither  have  defigned  ñor  atchieved  fo  great 
an  adventure,  had  it  not  been  leconded  with  univerfal 
difcontent ;  ñor  could  that  have  been  raifed  to  fo  great 
an  heighth  and  heat  without  ib  many  circumftances  as 
fell  in  from  an  unhappy  courfe  of  the  Spanifh  counfels 
to  kindle  and  foment  it.  For  though  it  had  been  hard 
to  head  fuch  a  body,  and  give  it  fo  ftrong  a  principie 
of  life,  and  fo  regular  motions,  without  the  accident 
of  fo  great  a  Governor  in  the  Provinces,  as  Prince 
William  of  Orange,  a  man  of  equal  abilities  in  counfel 
and  in  arms  ;  cautious  and  reíblute,  affable  and  levere, 
fupple  to  occafions  and  yet  conftant  to  his  ends ;  of 
mighty  revenues  and  dependance  in  the  Provinces,  of 
great  credit  and  alliance  in  Germany ;  efteemed  and 
honoured  abroad,  but  at  home  infinitely  loved  and 
trufted  by  the  people,  who  thought  him  affeftionate 
to  their  country,  fincere  in  his  profeflions  and  defigns, 
able  and  w  lling  todefend  their  liberties,  and  unlikely 
to  invade  them  by  any  ambition  of  his  own  5  yet  aíl 
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thefe  qualities  might  very  well  have  been  confined  to 
the  duty  and  fervices  of  a  fubjeft,  as  they  were  in 
Charles  V’s  time,  without  the  abfence  of  the  King, 
and  the  people’s  opinión  of  his  ill-will  to  their  nation 
and  the  laws ;  without  the  continuance  of  foreign 
troops  after  the  wars  were  ended,  the  ereíling  of  the 
new  Bifhops  fees,  and  introducing  the  inquifition;  the 
fole  miniftry  of  Grandvell,  and  exclufion  of  the  Lords 
from  their  ufual  part  in  counfels  and  affairs  ;  the  go- 
vernment  of  a  man  fo  hated,  as  the  Duke  of  Alva; 
the  rigour  of  his  profecutions,  and  the  infolence  of  his 
ílatue-,  and,  laftly,  without  the  death  of  Egmont,  and 
the  impofition  of  thetenth  and  twentieth  part,  againft 
the  legal  forms  of  government  in  a  country  where  a 
long  derived  fucceffion  liad  made  the  pcople  fond  and 
tenacious  of  their  ancient  cuftoms  and  laws. 

Thefe  were  the  leeds  of  their  hatredtoSpain;  whicb, 
increafing  by  the  courle  of  about  threefcore  years  war, 
was  not  allayed  by  a  long  fucceeding  peace ;  but  will  ap- 
pear  to  have  been  an  ingredient  into  the  fall,  as  it  was 
into  the  rife,  of  this  State  ;  which,  having  been  thus 
planted,  carne  to  be  conferved  and  cultivated  by  many 
accidentsandinfluences  from  abroad ;  but,  thofe  having 
had  no  part  in  the  conftitution  of  their  State,  ñor  the 
frame  of  their  government,  I  will  content  myfelf  to 
mention  only  the  chief  of  them,  which  moflf  contri- 
buted  to  preferve  the  infancy  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  make  way  for  its  growth ;  the  caufes  of  its  fuc¬ 
ceeding  greatnefs  and  riches  being  not  to  be  fought  for 
in  the  events  of  their  wars,  but  in  the  inftitutions  and 
orders  of  their  government,  their  cuftoms,  and  trade, 
which  will  make  the  arguments  of  the  enfuing  chapters. 

When  Don  John  threw  off  the  conditions  he  had  at 
firft  accepted  of  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  and  by  the 
iurprife  of  Namur  broke  into  arms,  the  Eftates  of  the 
Provinces  offered  the  government  of  their  country  to 
jVIatthias,  brqther  to  the  Emperor,  as  a  temper  between 
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thcir  return  to  the  obedience  of  Spain,  and  thc  popu¬ 
lar  government  which  was  moulding  in  the  northern 
Provinces.  But  Matthias,  arriving  without  the  ad- 
vice  or  fupport  of  the  Emperor,  or  credit  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  and  having  the  Prince  of  Orange  given  him 
for  his  Lieutenant-General,  was  only  a  cypher,  and 
his  government  a  piece  of  pageantry,  which  paífed 
without  effed,  and  was  foon  ended :  fo  that,  upon 
the  Duke  of  Parma’s  taking  on  him  the  government, 
lome  new  protedion  was  necefíary  to  this  infant  State, 
that  had  not  legs  to  fupport  it  againíl  fuch  a  ftorm  as 
was  threatened  upon  the  return  of  the  Spaniíh  and  Ita- 
lian  forces  to  make  the  body  of  a  formidable  army 
which  the  Duke  of  Parma  was  forming  in  Namur 
and  Luxemburgh. 

Since  theconference  of  Bayonne,  between  the  Queen- 
mother  of  France  and  her  daughter  Queen  of  Spain, 
thofe  two  crowns  had  continued,  in  the  reign  of  Francis 
and  Charles,  to  affift  one  another  in  the  common  defign 
there  agreed  on,  of  profecuting  with  violence  thofe 
they  called  the  Heredes,  in  both  their  dominions.  The 
peace  held  conílant,  if  not  kind,  between  England  and 
Spain  ;  fo  as  King  Philip  had  no  wars  upon  his  hands 
in  Chriftendom  during  thefe  commotions  in  the  Low- 
Countries;  and  the  boldnefs  of  the  confederates,  in 
their  firft  revolt  and  unión,  feemed  greater  at  fuch  a 
time  than  the  fuccefe  of  their  reñftances  afterwards, 
when  fo  many  occafions  fell  in  to  weaken  and  divert 
the  forces  of  the  Spaniíh  monarchy. 

For  Henry  111.  coming  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  at  firft  only  fettered  and  controuled  by  the  fadion 
of  the  Guifes,  but  afterwards  engaged  in  an  open  war 
(which  they  had  raifed  againíl  him,  upon  pretext  of 
preferving  theCatholic  religión,  and  in  a  conjundion 
of  counfels  with  Spain)  was  forced  into  better  mea- 
fures  with  the  Hugonots  of  his  kingdom,  and  fell 
into  ill  iptelligence  with  Philip  IL  fo  as,  Queen  EYu 
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fabeth  having  declined  to  undertake  openly  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  Low-Country  Provinces,  it  was,  by 
the  concurring  refolution  of  the  States,  and  the  con- 
lent  of  the  French  Court,  devolved  upon  the  Duke 
of  Alenfon,  brother  to  Henry  III. 

But  this  Prince  cntered  Antwerp  wlth  an  ill  prefage 
to  the  Flemings,  by  an  attempt  which  a  Bifcainer  made 
the  fame  day  upon  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  life,  fhoot- 
ing  him,  though  not  mortally,  in  the  head :  and  he 
continued  his  fhort  government  with  fuch  mutual  dif- 
taftes  between  the  French  and  the  Flemings  (the  heat 
and  violence  of  one  nation  aoreeino;  ill  with  the  cuftoms 
and  liberties  of  the  other)  that  the  Duke,  attempting 
to  make  himfelf  abfolute  mafter  of  the  city  of  Antwerp 
by  forcé,  was  driven  out  of  the  town,  and  thereupon 
retired  out  of  the  country  with  extreme  refentment  of 
the  Flemings,  and  indignation  of  the  French,  fo  as, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  being  not  lóng  after  aííafiinated 
at  Delph,  and  the  Duke  of  Parma  increafing  daily  in 
reputation  and  in  forcé,  and  the  male-content  party 
falling  back  apace  to  his  obedience,  an  end  was  pre- 
íaged  by  moft  men  to  the  affairs  of  the  confederates. 

But  the  root  was  deeper  and  not  fo  eaíily  fhaken  : 
for^  the  United  Provinces,  after  the  unhappy  tranf- 
aítions  with  the  French  under  the  Duke  of  Alenfon, 
re-afiurned  their  unión  in  1583,  binding  themfelves, 
in  cafe  by  fury  of  the  war  any  point  of  it  had  not 
been  obfervcd,  to  endeavour  from  that  time  to  fee  it 
effeíted  :  in  cafe  any  doubt  had  happened,  to  fee  it 
cleared  :  and  any  difficulties,  compofed  :  and,  in  re- 
gard  the  article  concerning  religión  had  been  fo  framed 
in  the  unión,  becaufe  in  all  the  other  Provinces,  be- 
fides  Holland  and  Zealand,  the  Romifh  religión  was 
then  ufed,  but  now  the  Evangélica!,  it  was  agreed  by 
all  the  Provinces  of  the  unión,  that,  from  this  time, 
in  them  all,  the  Evangélica!  reformed  religión  íliould 
alone  be  openly  preached  and  exerqfed, 
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-  They  were  fo  far  from  being  broken  i n  their  deíigns 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  death,  that  they  did  all  the 
honour  that  could  be  to  his  memory,  íubftituted  Prince 
Maurice,  his  fon,  though  but  fixteen  years  oid,  in  all 
his  honours  and  commands,  and  abfolutely  refufed  all 
overtures  that  were  made  them  of  peace,  refolving 
upon  all  the  moíl  defperate  aftions  and  fufferings, 
rather  than  return  under  the  Spaniíh  obedience. 

But  thefe  fpirits  were  fed  and  heiujitened,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  the  hopes  and  countenance  given  them 
about  this  Time  from  England  :  for  Queen  Elifabeth 
« and  Philip  II,  though  they  ílill  preferved  the  ñame 
of  peace,  yet  had  worn  out,  in  a  manner,  the  effeóts  as 
~well  as  the  difpofitions  of  it,  whilít  the  Spaniards  fo- 
mented  and  affifted  the  infurredtions  of  the  Irifh,  and 
Queen  Elifabeth  the  new  commonwealth  in  the  Low- 
Countries  ;  though  neither  direítly,  yet  by  counte¬ 
nance,  money,  voluntary  troops,  and  ways  that  were 
equally  felt  on  both  fides,  and  equally  underílood. 

King  Philip  had  lately  increafed  the  greatnefs  of  his 
empire  by  the  inheritance  or  invafion  of  the  kingdom 
of  Portugal,  upon  King  Sebaftian's  lofs  in  Africa :  but 
I  know  not  whether  he  had  increafed  his  power  by  the 
acceífion  of  a  kingdom  with  a  difputed  title  and  a 
difcontented  people,  who  could  neither  be  ufed  like 
good  fubjeíts,  and  governed  -without  armies,  ñor  like 
a  conquered  nation,  and  fo  made  to  bear  the  charge  of 
their  forced  obedience.  But  this  addition  of  empire, 
with  the  vaft  treafure  flowing  every  year  out  of  the  In- 
dies,  had  without  queftion  raifed  King  Philip’s  ambi- 
tion  to  vafter  defigns ;  which  made  him  embrace,  at 
once,  the  proteftion  of  the  League  in  France  againft 
Henry  III.  and  IV.  and  the  donation  made  him  of 
Ireland  by  the  Pope,  and  fo  embark  himfelf  in  a  war 
with  both  thofe  crowns,  while  he  was  bearded  with 
the  open  arms  and  defiance  oí  his  own  fubjedts  iii  the 
Low-Ccuntries, 


But 
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But  ít  is  hard  to  be  imagined,  how  far  the  fpiritof 
ene  great  man  goes  in  the  fortunes  of  any  army  or  ftate, 
The  Duke  of  Farm  a  comingto  the  government  with- 
out  any  footing  in  more  than  twoof  the  fmalléíl  Pro¬ 
vinces,  colleéting  an  army  from  Spain,  Italy,  Germany, 
and  the  broken  troops  of  the  country  left  him  by  Don 
John,  having  all  the  other  Provinces  confederated 
againíl:  him,  and  both  England  and  France  beginning 
to  take  open  part  in  their  defence  *  yet,  by  forcé  of 
his  own  valour,  conduót,  and  the  difcipline  of  his  army, 
with  the  difintereíled  and  generous  qualities  of  his 
mind,  winning  equally  upon  the  hearts  and  arms  of  the 
revolted  countries,  and  piercing  through  the  Provinces 
with  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  fucceífes,  and  the  reco- 
very  of  the  molí  important  towns  in  Flanders  •,  at  laft, 
by  the  taking  of  Antwerp  and  Groninguen,  reduced 
the  aífairs  of  the  unión  to  fo  exyeme  diftrefs,  that,  be- 
ing  grown  deftitute  of  all  hopes  and  fuccours  from 
France  (then  deep  engaged  in  their  own  civil  wars)  they 
threw  themfelves  wholly  at  the  feet  of  Queen  Elifabeth, 
imploring  her  proteílion,  and  offering  her  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  country.  The  Queen  refufed  the  do¬ 
minión,  but  entered  into  articles  with  their  Deputies  in 
1585,  obliging  herfelf  to  very  great  fupplies  of  men 
and  of  monies,  lent  them  upon  the  fecurity  of  the  Briel, 
Flufhing,  and  Ramekins-,  whichwere  performed,  and 
Sir  John  Norris  íent  over  to  command  her  forces  ^ 
and  afterwards  in  87,  upon  the  war  broken  out  with 
Spain,  and  the  mighty  threats  of  the  Spanifh  armada, 
íhe  fent  over  yet  greater  forces  under  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  whom  the  States  admitted,  and  fwore  obe- 
dience  to  him  as  Governor  of  their  United  Provinces. 

•  But  this  government  lafted  not  long,  diftaftes  and 
fufpicions  foon  breaking  out  between  Leicefter  and  the 
States  •,  partly  from  the  jealouíy  of  his  affedting  an 
abfolute  dominión  and  arbitrary  difpoíal  of  all  offices, 
but  chiefly  ofthe  Qvieen’s  intentions  to  make  a  peace 

with 
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with  Spain  ;  and  the  eafy  lofs  of  fome  of  their  town£ 
by  Governors  placed  in  them  by  the  Earl  of  Leicefter, 
increafed  their  difcontents.  Notwithftanding  this  ill 
intercourfe,  the  Queen  re-aíTures  them  in  both  thofe 
points,  diíapproves  fome  of  Leicefter’s  proceedings,  re- 
ce  i  ves  frank  and  hearty  aíliítances  from  them  in  her  na- 
val  preparations  againft  the  Spaniards ;  and  at  length, 
upon  the  diforders  increafing  between  the  Earl  of  Lei^ 
cefter  and  the  States,  commandshim  to  refign  his  go- 
vernment,  and  releafe  the  States  of  the  oath  they  had 
taken  to  obey  him.  And,  after  all  this  had  paft,  the 
Queen,  eafily  facrificing  all  particular  refentments  to 
the  intereít  of  her  crown,  continued  her  favour,  pro* 
teítion,  and  affiftances  to  the  States,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  her  reign,  which  were  returned  with  the  great- 
eíl  deference  and  veneration  to  her  perfon,  that  was 
ever  paid  by  them  to  any  foreign  Prince,  and  continúes 
ñill  to  her  ñame  in  the  remembrance,  and  frequently 
in  the  mouths,  of  all  forts  of  people  among  them. 

.  After  Leicefter’s  departure,  Prince  Maurice  was,  by 
the  confent  of  the  unión,  chofen  their  Governor,  but 
with  a  refervation  to  Queen  Elifabeth ;  and  cntered 
thatcommand  with  the  hopes  which  he  made  good  in 
the  execution  of  it  for  many  years  ;  provingthe  great- 
eft  Captain  of  his  age,  famous,  particularly,  in  the 
difcipline  and  ordonance  of  his  armies,  and  the  ways 
of  fortification  by  him  firíl  invented  or  perfeded,  and 
íince  his  time  imitated  by  all. 

,  But  the  great  breath,  that  was  given  the  States  in 
the  heat  of  their  aífairs,  was  by  the  íharp  wars  made 
by  Qiieen  Eliiabeth  upon  the  Spaniards  at  fea  in  the 
Indies,  and  the  expeditions  of  Liíbon  and  Cádiz,  and 
by  the  declining  affairs  of  the  League  in  France,  for 
whofe  fupport  Philip  II.  was  fo  paffionately  engaged, 
that  twice  he  commanded  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  in- 
terrupt  the  courfe  of  his  vidories  in  the  Low-Coun- 
tries,  and  march  into  France  for  the  relief  of  Roan  and. 

París ; 
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París ;  which  much  augmented  the  rcnown  of  this 
great  Captain,  but  as  much  impaired  the  ílate  of  the 
Spanifh  affairs  in  Flanders.  For,  in  the  Duke  of  Par- 
ma’s  abfence,  Prince  Maurice  took  in  all  the  places 
held  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  other  íide  the  Rhine 
which  gave  them  entrance  into  the  United  Provi nces. 

The  fucceffion  of  Hcnry  IV.  to  the  crown  of  Franco 
gave  a  mighty  blow  to  the  defigns  of  King  Philip ; 
and  a  much  greater,  the  general  obedience  and  ac- 
knowledgment  of  him  upon  his  change  of  religión. 
With  this  King  the  States  began  to  enter  a  con- 
fidence  and  kindnefs,  and  the  more  by  that  which 
interceded  between  him  and  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land,  who  had  all  their  dependence  during  her  life. 
But,  after  her  death,  King  Henry  grew  to  have 
^greater  credit  than  ever  in  the  United  Provinces ; 
though  upon  the  decay  of  the  Spanifh  power,  under 
the  afcendant  of  this  King,  the  States  fell  into  very 
early  jealoufies  of  his  growing  too  great,  and  too  near 
them  in  Flanders. 

With  the  Duke  of  Parma  died  all  the  difcipline,  and 
with  that  all  the  fortunes,  of  the  Spanifh  arms  in  Flan- 
ríers :  the  frequent  mutinies  of  their  foldiers,  dangerous 
in  effe¿t  and  in  example,  were  more  talked  of  than  any 
other  of  their  aétions,  in  the  íhort  government  of  Manf- 
field,  Erneít,  and  Fuentes,  tili  the  oíd  difcipline  of 
their  armies  began  to  revive,  and  their  fortune  a  little 
to  refpire,  under  the  new  government  of  Cardinal  AF 
bert,  who  carne  into  Flanders  both  Governor  and 
Prince  of  the  Low-Countries,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty 
army  drawn  out  of  Germany  and  ltaly,  to  try  the  laít 
effort  of  the  Spanifh  power,  either  in  a  profperous  war, 
or,  at  leaít,  in  making  way  for  a  neceffary  peace. 

But  the  choice  of  the  Arch-Duke,  and  this  new 
authority,  had  a  deeper  root  and  defign,  than  at  firfc 
appeared  •,  for  that  mighty  King  Philip  II,  born  to  fo 
vaíl  pofieffions,  and  to  fo  much  vafter  defires,  after  a 

•  long 
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long  dream  of  raifing  his  head  into  the  clouds,  founcí 
it  now  ready  to  lie  down  in  the  duft :  his  body  broken 
with  age  and  infirmities,  his  mind  with  cares  and  dif- 
tempered  thoughts  and  the  royal  fervitude  of  a  foli- 
citous  life*  he  began  to  fee,  in  the  glafs  of  time  and 
experience,  the  true  Ihapes  of  all  human  greatnefs  and 
defigns ;  and  finding  to  what  airy  figures  he  had  hi- 
therto  facrificed  his  health,  and  eafe,  and  the  good  of 
his  life,  he  now  turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  reft  and 
quiet,  which  he  had  never  yet  allowed  either  the  world, 
or  himfelf :  his  defigns  upon  England,  and  his  invin- 
cible  armada*  had  ended  in  fmoke :  thofe  upon  France* 
in  events  the  moíl  contrary  to  what  he  had  propofed : 
and  inftead  of  maítering  the  liberties,  and  breaking  the 
ftomach,  of  his  Low-Country  fubjeéts,  he  had  loft  feven 
of  his  Provinces,  and  held  the  reíl  by  the  tenure  of  a 
war  that  cofl  him  more  than  they  were  worth.  He 
had  made  lately  a  peace  with  England,  and  defired  it 
with  France ;  and*  though  he  feorned  it  with  his  re- 
volted  fubje&s  in  his  own  ñame*  yet  he  wiflied  it  in 
anotherV,  and  was  unwilling  to  entail  a  quarrel  upon 
his  fon,  which  had  croffed  his  fortunes  and  bufied  his 
thoughts  all  thecourfe  of  his  reign.  Fie  therefore  re- 
folved  to  commit  thefe  two  defigns  to  the  management 
of  Arch-Duke  Albert,  with  the  ftyle  of  Governor  and 
Prince  of  the  Lo w-Coun tries ;  to  the  end,  that,  if  he 
could  redute  the  Provinces  to  their  oíd  fubjeftion,  he 
íhould  govern  them  as  Spaniíh  dominions  ;  if  that  was 
once  more  in  vain  attempted,  he  íhould  by  a  marriage 
with  Clara  Ifabeila  Eugenia  (King  Philip3s  beloved 
daughter)  receive  thefe  Provinces  as  a  dowry,  and  be- 
come  the  Prince  of  them,  with  a  condition  only  of 
their  returning  to  Spain  in  cafe  of  Ifabella’s  dying 
without  iífue.  King  Philip  believed,  that  the  prefence 
of  a  natural  Prince  among  his  fubjeds ;  that  the  birth 
and  cuftoms  of  Arch  Duke  Albert,  being  a  Germán  i 
the  generousandobliging  difpofitions  of  Ifabeila,  might 
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gain  furher  upon  this  ftubborn  people,  than  all  the 
forcé  and  rigour  of  his  former  counfels  ;  and,  at  the 
worft,  that  they  might  malee  a  peace,  if  they  could 
not  a  war,  and  without  interefting  the  honour  and 
greatnefs  of  the  Spanifh  crown. 

In  purfuit  of  this  determination*  like  a  wife  King, 
whilehe  intended  nothing  but  peace,  he  made  prepa- 
rations  as  if  he  defigned  nothing  but  war ;  knowing 
that  his  o;vn  defires  of  peace  would  fignify  nothing, 
unlefs  he  could  forcé  his  enemies  to  delire  it  too.  He 
therefore  fent  the  Arch-Duke  ihto  Flanders,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  an  army,  that*  believing  the  peace  with 
France  muft  be  the  firíl  in  order^  and  make  wayfor 
either  the  war  or  peace  afterwards  in  the  Low-Coun- 
tries,  hemarched  into  France,  and  tookAmiensthechief 
city  of  Picardy,  and  thereby  gave  fuch  an  alarm  to  the 
French  Court,  as  they  little  expedted,  and  had  never 
received  in  the  former  wars.  But  while  Albert  bent  the 
whole  forcé  of  the  war  upon  France,  till  he  determineci 
it  in  a  peace  with  that  crown,  Prince  Maurice,  who  had 
taken  Groninguen  in  the  time  of  Erneft,  now  maftered 
Linghen,  Groll,  and  other  places  in  OveryíTel,  thereby 
adding  thofe  Provinces  entire  to  the  body  of  the  unión ; 
and,  at  Albert’s  return  into  Flanders,  entertained  him 
with  the  battle  of  Newport,  won  by  the  defperate  cou¬ 
page  of  the  Engliíh  under  Sir  Francis  Vere,  where  Al- 
bert  was  wounded,  and  very  near  being  taken. 

After  this  lofs,  the  Arch-Duke  was  yet  comforted 
and  relieved  by  the  obfequious  affedions  and  obedience 
Df  his  new  fubjefts,  fo  far  as  to  refolve  upon  the  íiege 
of  Oílend  ;  which  having  fome  time  continued,  and 
being  almoít  diíheartened  by  the  ftrength  of  the  place 
and  invincible  courage  of  the  defendants,  he  was  re» 
cruited  by  a  body  of  eight  thouland  Iialians,  under  the 
Marquis  Spinola,  to  whom  the  profecution  of  this  íiege 
was  committed :  he  took  the  place  after  three  years 
íiege,  not  by  any  want  of  men  or  proviíions  withm 

Yo u  L  H  (the 


ioó  Qhfervations  upan  t he  United  Provine 

(the  haven,  and  relief  by  fea,  being  open  all  the  time) 
but  perfeftly  for  want  of  ground>  which  was  gained 
foot  by  foot,  till  not  fo  much  was  left,  as  would  hold 
men  tó  defend  it :  a  great  ex&mple,  how  impoffible 
it  is  to  defend  any  town,  that  cannot  be  relieved  by 
an  arrny  ftrong  enough  to  raife  the  fiege. 

Prince  Maurice,  though  he  could  not  fave  Oftend* 
rnade  yet  amends  for  its  lofs,  by  the  taking  of  Grave 
and  Síuyce ;  fo  as  the  Spaniards  gained  little  but  the 
honour  of  the  enterprife  :  and  Philip  II.  being  dead, 
about  the  time  of  the  Arch-Duke  and  Duchefsas  arri¬ 
val  in  Flanders,  and,  with  him*  the  perfonal  refentment 
of  that  war,  the  Arch.-Duke,  by  confent  of  the  Spaniíh 
Court,  began  ta  apply  his  thoughts  wholly  to  a  peace  ^ 
which  another  circumftance  had  made  more  neceílary* 
than  any  of  thofe  already  mentioned. 

As  the  Dutclí  commonwealth  was  born  out  of  the 
fea,  fo  out  of  the  fame  element  it  drew  its  firíl  ílrength 
and  confideration,  as  well  as  afterwards  its  riches  and 
greatnefs :  for,  before  the  revolt,  the  fubjefts  of  the 
Low-Countries,  thoueh  never  allowed  the  trade  of 
the  Indies  but  in  the  Spaniíh  fleets  and  under  Spaniíh 
covert,  yet  many  of  them  had  in  that  manner  made  the 
voyages,  and  become  íkilful  pilots,  as  v/ell  as  verfed 
in  the  wavs,  and  feníible  of  the  infinite  gains,  of  that 
trade.  And  after  the  unión,  a  greater  conflucnce  of 
people  falling  down  into  the  United  Provinces,  than 
could  manage  their  ftock,  or  find  employment  atland, 
great  multitudes  turned  their  endeavours  tofea;  and, 
having  loft  the  trade  of  Spain  and  the  Straits,  feU  not 
only  into  that  of  England,  France,  and  the  northern- 
feas,  but  ventured  upon  that  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  at 
firffc  with  fmall  forces  and  íuccefs ;  but  in  courfe  of 
time,  and  by  the  inílitudon  of  an  Eaft-India  compa- 
ny,  this  carne  to  be  puríued  with  fo  general  applica- 
tion  of  the  Provinces,  and  fo  great  advantage,  that 
they  made  themíelves  maílers  of  moít  of  the  tiiecolonies 

and* 
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and  forts  planted  there  by  the  Portuguefe  (now  fub- 
jefts  of  Spain.)  The  Dutch  íeamen  grew  as  weJl  ac- 
quainted  with  thofe  vaft  feas  and  coafts  as  with  their 
own ;  and  Holland  became  the  great  magazine  of 
all  the  commodities  of  thofe  eaftern  regions. 

In  the  Weíl-Indies  their  attempts  were  neither 
fo  frequent  ñor  profperous,  the  Spaniíh  plantations 
there  being  too  numerous  and  ftrong ;  but  by  the 
multitude  of  their  íhipping,  fet  out  with  public  or 
private  commifíions,  they  infeíled  the  feas,  and  be- 
gan  to  wait  for,  and  threaten,  the  Spaniíh  Indian  fleets, 
and  fometimes  to  attempt  their  coafts  in  that  new 
world,  (which  was  to  touch  Spain  in  the  moft  fenfi- 
ble  part)  and  gave  their  Court  the  ftrongeft  motives 
to  endeavour  a  peace,  that  might  íecure  thofe  trea- 
iures  in  their  way,  and  preferve  them  in  Spain,  by 
ftopping  the  iíTue  of  thofe  vaft  fums,  which  were  conti- 
nually  tranftnitted  to  maintain  the  Low  Country  wars. 

Thefe  refpe&s  gave  the  firft  rife  to  a  treaty  of  peace, 
the  propofal  whereof  carne  wholly  from  the  Spaniards  ¡ 
and  the  very  mention  of  it  could  hardly  at  firft  be  fa- 
ítened  upon  the  States;  ñor  could  they  ever  be  pre- 
vailed  with  to  make  way  for  any  negotiation  by  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  till  the  Arch-Duke  had  declared, 
he  would  treat  with  them  as  with  free  Provinces,  upon 
whom,  neither  he,  ñor  Spain,  had  any  pretence.  ’ldow- 
ever,  tne  aff'air  was  purfued  with  fo  much  art  and  in- 
duftry  on  the  Arch-Duke’s  part,  and  with  fo  paf- 
ftonate  delires  of  the  Spaniíli  Court  to  end  this  war, 
that  they  were  content  to  treat  it  at  the  Hague,  the 
¿eat  of  the  States-General ;  and,  for  the  trreater  ho- 
nour,  and  better  conduft  of  the.whole  bufinefs,  ap- 
pomted  the  four  chief  minifters  of  the  Arch-Duke’s 
rfieir  commiftloners  to  attend  and  puifue  it  there  ; 
«nú)  were,  their  Camp-Mafter-Generai  Spinola,  the 
j  rcnuent  of  the  Council,  and  the  two  Secretarles  of 
t>tate  and  of  War  in  Flanders. 
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On  the  other  íide,  in  Holland  all  the  pacestowards 
this  treaty  were  made  with  great  coldnefs  and  arro¬ 
gante,  raifing  punbtilious  difficulties  upon  every  word 
oí  the  Arch-Duke’s  declaration  of  -treating  them  as 
free  Provinces,  and  upon  Spain’s  ratification  of  that 
íorm  ;  and  forcing  them  to  fend  expreíTes  ínto  Spain, 
upon  every  occafion,  and  to  attend  the  length  of  thofe 
returns.  For  the  profperous  fuccefs  of  their  arms  at 
íand,  in  the  courfe  of  above  thirty  years  war,  and  the 
mighty  growth  of  their  naval  power,  and  ('under  that 
protcÁion)  of  their  trade,  had  made  the  whole  body 
oí  their  militia,  both  at  land  and  fea,  averíe  from  this 
treaty,  as  well  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  ; 
whofe  invetérate  hatred  againft  Spain  vías  ílill  as 
fierce  as  ever  •,  and  who  had  the  hopes  o/  difpofitions 
of  raifing  their  fortunes  by  the  war,  whereof  they  had 
ib  many  and  great  examples  among  them. 

But  there  was,  at  the  bottom,  one  foreign,  and  an~ 
other  domeftic  confideration,  which  made  way  for  this 
treaty,  more  than  all  thofe  arguments  that  were  the 
common  themes,  or  than  all  the  offices  of  the  neigh- 
bour  Princes,  who  concerned  themíelves  in  this  affair, 
either  from  intereft  of  their  own,  or  the  defires  of  end- 
íng  a  war,  which  had  fo  long  exercifed,  in  a  manner, 
the  arms  of  all  Chriftendom  upon  the  ítage  of  the 
Low-Countries.  The  greatnefs  of  the  Spaniíh  mon- 
archy,  ío  formidable  under  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II,. 
began  now  to  decline  by  the  vaft  defigns,.  and  unfor- 
tunate  events,  of  fo  many  ambitious  counfels  :  and, 
on  the  other  fide,  the  affairs  of  Henry  IV.  of  France 
were  now  at  the  greateft  height  and  felicity,  after  ha- 
ving  atchieved  fo  manv  adven-tures,  with'  incredible 
conftancy  and  valour,  and  ended  all  his  wars  in  a  peace 
with  Spain.  The  Dutch  imagined,  that  the  hor.  ípirits 
of  the  French  could  nct  continué  lono-  without  lome 
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exercife  ;  and  that,  to  prevent  it  at  home,  it  might  be 
nsceifary  for  that  King  to  give  it  them  abroada-  that 
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no  enterprife  lay  fo  convenient  for  him,  as  that  upon 
Flanders,  which  had  anciently  been  part  of  the  Gallic 
íiation,  and  whofe  firft  Princes  derived  and  held  of 
the  Kings  of  France.  Befides,  they  had  intimations, 
that  Flenry  IV.  was  taken  up  in  great  preparations  of 
war,  which  they  doubted  would  at  one  time  or  other 
fall  on  that  fide,  at  leaft  if  they  were  invited  by  any 
greater  decays  of  the  Spanifh  power  in  Flanders  :  and 
they  knew  very  well,  they  íhould  lie  as  much  at  the 
mercy  of  fuch  a  neighbour  as  France,  as  they  had  for- 
merly  done  of  fuch  a  mafter  as  Spain.  For  the  Spanifh 
power  in  Flanders  was  fed  by  treafures  that  carne  by 
long  and  perilous  voyages  out  of  Spain  by  troops 
drawn  either  from  thence,  or  from  Italy  or  Germany, 
with  much  calualty,  and  moreexpence:  their  territory 
of  the  ten  jProvinces  was  fmall  and  awed  by  the  neigh- 
bourhood  and  jealoufies  both  of  England  and  France. 
But,  if  France  were  once  mafter  of  Flanders,  the  body 
of  that  empire  would  be  fo  great,  and  fo  entire ;  fo 
abounding  in  people,  and  in  riches  ^  that  whenever 
they  found,  or  made,  an  occafion  of  invading  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  they  had  no  hopes  of  preferving  them- 
lelves  by  any  oppofition  or  diverfion :  and  the  end  of 
their  mighty  refiítances  againft  Spain  was,  to  have  no 
mafter ;  and  not  to  change  one  for  another,  as  they 
íhould  do  in  this  cafe  :  therefore  the  moft  intelligent 
among  their  civil  minifters  thought  it  fafeft,  by  a 
peace,  to  give  breath  to  the  Arch-Duke’s  and  Spanifh 
power,  and,  by  that  means,  to  leílen  the  invitation  of 
the  arms  of  France  into  Flanders,  under  fo  great  a  King. 

For  what  was  domeltic :  the  credit  and  power  of 
Prince  Maurice,  built  at  firft  upon  that  of  his  father, 
but  much  raifed  by  his  ov/n  perional  virtues  and  qua- 
íities,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  was  now  grown  ío 
high  (the  Prince  being  Governor  or  Stadtholder  of  four 
of  the  Provinces,  and  two  of  his  coufins  of  the  other 
three)  that  feveral  of  the  States  headed  by  Barnevek, 
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Penfioner  of  Holland,  and  a  man  of  great  abilitics  and 
authority  amongthem,  became  jealous  of  the  Prince’s 
power,  aud  pretended  to  fear  the  growth  of  it  to  an 
abfolute  dominión  2  they  knew,  it  would  increafe  by 
the  continuance  of  a  war  which  was  wholly  managed 
by  the  Prince  ;  and  thought  that  in  a  peace  it  would 
diminifh  and  give  way  to  the  authority  of  civil  power : 
which  diípofed  this  whole  party  to  defire  the  treaty, 
and  to  advance  the  progrefs  and  ifiue  of  it  by  all  their 
aíiiftances.  And  theíe  different  humours  ílirring  in  the 
heart  of  the  States  with  almoft  equal  ftrength  and 
vigour,  the  negotiation  of  a  peace  carne  to  be  ended, 
after  long  debates  and  infinite  endeavours  ;  breaking3 
in  appearance,  upon  the  points  of  religión  and  the  In- 
dian  trade  ;  but  yet  carne  to  knit  again,  and  conclude 
in  a  truce  of  twelve  years,  dated  in  the  year  1609^ 
whereof  the  moft  eífential  points  werc,  the  declaration 
of  treating  with  them  as  free  Provinces ;  the  ceífation 
of  all  aóts  of  hoftility  on  both  fides  during  the  truce; 
the  enjoyment,  for  that  fpace,  of  all  that  each  party 
poífefied  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  ;  that  no  new  for- 
tification  íhould  be  raifed  on  either  fide  ;  and  that  free 
commerce  fhould  be  reftored  on  all  parts  in  the  fame 
manner  as  it  v/as  before  the  wars. 

And  thus  the  State  of  the  United  Provinces  carne 
to  be  acknowledged  as  a  free  commonwealth  by  their 
ancient  mafter,  having  before  been  treated  fo  by  moft 
of  the  Kings  and  Princes  of  Europe,  in  frequent  arri¬ 
badles  and  negotiations.  Among  which,  a  particu¬ 
lar  preference  was  given  to  the  Englifh  crown,  whole 
Ambaífador  had  feífion  and  vote  in  their  Cpuncil  of 
State,  by  agreement  with  Queen  Elifabeth,  and  in 
acknowledgment  of  thofe  great  afiiftances  which  gave 
life  to  their  State  when  it  was  upon  the  point  of  ex- 
piring  :  though  the  Dutch  pretend,  that  privilege  was 
given  to  the  Ambaífador,  by  virtue  of  the  pofieífion 
this  crown  had  of  the  Briel,  Fluftiing,  and  Ramekins ; 
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and  that  it  was  to  ceafe  upon  the  reftitution  of  thofe 
towns,  and  repayment  of  thofe  fums  lent  by  the  Queen. 

In  the  very  time  of  treating  this  truce,  a  league  was 
concluded  between  Henry  IV.  of  France  and  the  States, 
for  preferving  the  peace,  if  it  carne  to  be  concluded  ; 
or,  in  cafe  of  its  failing,  for  affiftance  of  one  another 
with  ten  thoufand  men  on  the  King’s  part,  and  five 
thoufand  on  the  States.  Ñor  did  that  King  make  any 
difficulty  of  continuing  the  two  regiments  of  foot  and 
two  hundred  horfe  in  the  States  fervice,  at  his  own 
charge,  after  the  truce,  which  he  had  maintained  for 
feveral  years  before  it :  omitting  no  provifions  that 
might  tie  that  State  to  his  intereíl,  and  make  him  at 
prefent  arbiter  of  the  peace,  and  for  the  future  of  the 
war,  if  the  truce  Ihould  come  to  be  broken,  or  to  ex¬ 
pire  of  itfelf. 

By  what  has  been  related  it  will  eafily  appear,  that 
no  State  was  ever  born  with  ítronger  throws,  or  nurfed 
up  With  harder  fare,  or  inured  to  greater  labours  or 
dangers  in  the  whole  courfe  of  its  youth  *,  which  are 
circumítances  that  ufually  make  ftrong  and  healthy 
bodies :  and  fo  this  has  proved,  having  never  had 
more  than  one  difeafe  break  out,  in  the  fpace  of  ninety- 
three  years,  which  may  be  accounted  tbe  age  of  this 
State,  reckoning  from  the  unión  of  Utrecht,  emtered  by 
the  Provinces  in  1 579.  But  this  difeafe,  like  thofe  of 
the  feed  or  conception  in  a  natural  body,  though  it 
firft  appeared  in  Barnevelt’s  time,  breaking  out  upon 
the  negotiations  of  Spain,  and  feemed  to  end  with 
his  death,  (who  was  beheaded  not  many  years  after) 
yet  has  it  ever  fince  continued  lurking  in  the  veins  of 
this  State,  and  appearing  upon  all  revolutions  that 
feem  to  favour  the  predominancy  of  the  one  or  other 
humour  in  the  body  j  and,  under  the  ñames  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange’s  and  the  Arminian  party,  has  ever  maue 
the  weak  ñde  of  this  State  *,  and,  whenever  their  pe- 
riod  comes,  will  prove  the  occafion  of  their  fall. 
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The  ground  of  this  ñame  of  Arminian  was,  that 
whilft  Barnevelt  s  party  accufed  thofe  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  s,  as  being  carelefs  of  their  liberties,  fo  dearly 
bought;  as  devoted  to  the  houfe  of  Orange  ;  and  dif- 
pofed  to  the  admiflion  or  an  abfolute  principality,  and, 
in  order  thereunto,  as  promoters  of  a  perpetual  war 
with  Spain  ;  fo  thofe  of  the  Princes  party  accufed 
the  others,  as  leaning  ítill,  and  looking  kindly  up¬ 
on,  their  oíd  fervitude,  and  reliíhing  the  Spaniard, 
both  in  their  politics,  by  fo  eagerly  affedting  a  peace 
with  that  crown ;  and  in  their  religión,  by  being  ge- 
nerally  Arminians  (which  was  efteemed  the  rmddle 
part  between  the  Calvin  ifts  and  the  Román  religión.) 
And,  befides  thefe  mutual  reproaches,  the  two  partieg 
have  ever  valued  themfelves  upon  the  afferting,  one  of 
the  true  and  purer  reformed  religión;  and  the  other, 
oí  the  true  and  freer  liberties  of  the  State. 

The  fortunes  of  this  commonwealth,  that  have  hap- 
pened  in  their  wars  or  negotiations,  fince  the  truce' 
with  Spain,  and  what  circumftances  or  accidents,  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  ferved  to  cultívate  their  mighty 
growth,  and  confpired  to  the  greatnefs  wherein  they 
appéared  to  the  world  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1665,  being  not  only  the  fubjeét  of  the  relations,  ’but 
even  the  obfervations,  of  this  prefent  age  ;  I  fhall 
either  íeave,  as  more  obvious  and  lefs  neceffary,  to  the 
account  I  intend  of  the  civil  government  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  or  elfe  referve  them  till  the  fame  vein  of 
leifure  or  humour  invite  me  to  continué  this  deduction 
to  the  prefent  time  •  the  affairs  of  this  State  having 
been  complicated  with  all  the  variety  and  memorable 
revolutions,  both  of  aétions  and  counfels,  that  have 
fince  happened  in  the  reft  of  Chriftendom. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  will  clofe  this  relation  with  an 
event,  which  arrived  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
truce,  and  had  like  to  have  broken  it  within  the  very 
year,  if  r;ot  prevented  by  the  offices  of  the  neighhouring 

Princes, 

*  y  m  *  \  V  »  ^ 


Chap.  I.  Of  their rife  and progrefs.  \  *3 

Princes,  but  more  by  a  change  of  humour  i n  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  confpiring  to  the  confervation  of  the  new- 
reftored  peace  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world . 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1 609,  died  the  Duke  of  Cleves 
and  Juliers,  without  heir-male,  leaving  thofe  dutchies 
to  the  pretenfions  of  his  daughters,  in  whofe  right  the 
Dukes  of  Brandenburgh  and  Nieuburgh  poíTeíTed 
themfelves  of  fuch  parts  of  thofe  territories  as  they 
firft  could  invade,  each  of  them  pretending  right  to 
the  whole  inheritancef  Brandenburgh  feeks  proteítiou 
and  favour  to  his  title  from  the  United  Provinces.  Nieu¬ 
burgh  from  Arch-Duke  Albert,  and  from  Spain, 
The  Arch-Duke,  newly  refpiring  from  fo  long  a  war, 
had  no  defire  to  intereft  himfelf  in  this  quarrel,  fur- 
ther  than  the  care,  that  the  Dutch  íhould  not  take 
advantage  of  it,  and,  under  pretext  of  affifting  one 
of  the  parties,  feize  upon  fome  of  thofe  dominions 
lying  contiguous  to  their  own.  The  Dutch  were  not 
fo  equal,  ñor  content  to  lofe  fq  fair  an  occafion,  and 
furprifed  the  town  of  Juliers  (though  pretending  only 
to  keep  it  till  the  parties  agreed  0  and  believing  that 
Spain,  after  having  parted  with  fo  rnuch  in  the  late 
truce,  to  end  a  quarrel  of  their  own,  would  not  ven- 
ture  the  breach  of  it  upon  a  quarrel  of  their  neighbours. 
But  the  Arch-Duke,  having  firft  taken  his  meafures 
with  Spain,  and  forefeeing  the  confequence  of  this  af- 
fair,  refolved  to  venture  the  whole  State  of  Flanders 
in  a  new  war,  rather  than  fuffer  fuch  an  increafe  of 
power  and  dominión  to  the  States.  And  thereupon, 
firft,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Nieuburgh,  requires 
from  them  the  reftjtiition  of  Juliers ;  and,  upon  their 
artificious  and  dilatory  anfwers,  immediately  draws 
his  forces  together,  and  with  anarmy,  under  the  comr 
mand  of  Spinola,  marches  towards  Juliers  (which  the 
States  were  in  no  care  of,  as  well  provided  for  a  bold 
defence)  but  makes  a  fudden  turn,  and  fits  down  be- 
Ibre  Wefd,  witli  fuch  a  terror  and  fúrprife  tq  the  in- 
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habitants,  that  he  carries  the  town  before  the  Dutch 
could  come  in  to  their  affiftance.  Wefel  was  a  ítrong 
town  upon  the  Rhine,  which  the  Duke  of  Branden- 
burgh  pretended  to,  as  belonging  to  the  dutchy  of 
Cleves-,  but  the  citizens  held  it  at  this  time  as  an  im¬ 
perial  town,  and  under  prote&ion  of  the  Dutch  :  who, 
amazed  at  this  fudden  and  bold  attempt  of  Spinola, 
which  made  him  maíter  of  a  pafs  that  lay  fair  for  any 
further  invafion  upon  their  Provinces  (efpecially  thofe 
on  t’other  ñde  the  Rhine)  engage  the  offices  of  both 
the  Englifh  and  French  crowns  to  mediate  an  agree- 
ment,  which  at  length  they  conciude,  fo  as  neither 
party  ffiould,  upon  any  pretence,  draw  their  forces 
into  any  part  of  thefe  dutehies.  Thus  the  Arch-Duke, 
having  by  the  fondnefs  of  peace  newly  made  a  truce 
upon  conditions  impofed  by  the  Dutch  ;  now,  by  the 
refolution  of  making  war,  obtains  a  peace  upon  the 
very  terms  propofed  by  himfelf  and  by  Spain.  An  event 
of  great  inftruñion  and  example,  how  dangerous  it 
ever  proves  for  weak  Princes  to  cali  in  greater  to  their 
aid,  which  makes  thern  a  prey  to  their  friend,  inftead 
of  their  enemy  :  how  the  only  time  of  making  an  ad¬ 
van  tageous  peace  is,  when  your  enemy  defires  it,  and 
when  you  are  in  the  beft  condition  of  purfuing  a  war ; 
and  how  vain  a  counfel  it  is,  to  avoid  a  war  by  yield- 
ing  any  point  of  intereft  or  honour ;  which  does  but 
invite  new  injuries,  encourage  enemies,  and  diíhearten 
friends, 

CHAP,  II, 

of  their  government. 

IT  Is  evident  by  what  has  been  difcourfed  in  the 
fermer  chapter  concerning  the  rife  of  this  State,, 
(which  is  to  be  dated  from  the  unión  of  Utrecht)  that 
it  cannot  properly  be  ftyled  a  commonwealth,  but  is 
¡ather  a  cpnfederacy  of  Seven  Sovereign  Provinces, 
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United  together  for  their  common  and  mutual  defence, 
without  any  dependence  one  upon  theother.  But,  to 
difcover  the  nature  of  their  government  from  the  firít 
fprings  and  motions,  it  muft  be  taken  yet  into  fmaller 
pieces,  by  which  it  vvill  appear,  that  each  of  thefe 
Provinces  is  likewife  compofed  of  many  little  ílate$ 
pr  cides,  which  have  feveral  marks  of  fovereign  power 
within  themfelves,  and  are  not  fubjeft  to  the  fovereign ty 
of  their  Province  ;  not  being  concluded  in  many  things 
by  the  majority,  but  only  by  the  univerfal  concurrence 
of  voices  in  the  Provincial  States.  For  as  the  States- 
General  cannot  make  war  or  peace,  or  any  new  allí-» 
anee,  or  levies  of  money,  without  the  confent  of  every 
Province;  fo  cannot  the  States-Provincial  conclude 
any  of  thofe  points,  without  the  confent  of  each  of 
the  cides  that  by  their  conftitution  has  a  voice  in 
that  affembly.  And  though  in  many  civil  caufes 
there  lies  an  appeal  from  the  common  judicature  of 
the  cides  to  the  provincial  courts  of  juílice  ;  yet,  in 
criminal,  there  lies  none  at  all ;  ñor  can  the  fovereign? 
ty  of  a  Province  exercife  any  judicature,  feize  upon 
any  offender,  or  pardon  any  offence  within  the  jurif- 
diétion  of  a  City,  or  execute  any  common  refolution 
or  law,  but  by  the  juílice  and  officers  of  the  city  it? 
felf.  By  this  a  certain  fovereignty  in  each  city  is  dif- 
cerned,  the  chief  marks  whereof  are,  the  power  of  ex- 
ercifing  judicature,  levying  of  money,  and  making 
war  and  peace  ;  for  the  other,  of  coining  money,  is 
neither  in  particular  cides  or  Provinces,  but  in  the 
generality  of  the  Union,  by  common  agreement. 
é  The  main  ingredients  therefore  into  the  compofi- 
tion  of  this  State  are,  the  freedom  of  the  cities,  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Provinces,  the  agreements  or  con- 
ílitutions  of  the  unión,  and  the  authority  of  the  Princes  * 
pf  Orange ;  which  malees  the  order  1  íhall  follow  in 
the  account  intended  of  this  government.  Butwhere- 
as  the^  feveral  Provinces  in  the  unión,  and  the  feve- 
tal  cities  in  each  Province,  as  they  have,  in  their  or- 
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ders  and  conílitutions,  fome  particular  differences,  as 
well  as  a  general  refemblance ;  and  the  account  of 
each  diftinftly  would  fwell  this  difcourfe  out  of  mea- 
fure,  and  to  little  purpofe  I  íhall  confine  myfelf  to 
tiie  account  of  Holland,  as  the  richeft,  ftrongeft,  and 
oí  moft  authority  among  the  Provinces  ;  and  of  Am- 
fterdam  as  that  which  has  the  fame  pre-eminencies 
among  the  cides, 

The  fovereign  authority  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam 
confiíls  in  the  decrees  or  refults  of  their  Senate,  which 
is  compofed  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  by  whom  the 
juftice  is  adminiftered,  according  to  ancient  forms,  in 
the  ñames  of  officers  and  places  of  judicature.  But 
monies  aie  levied  by  arbitrary  reíolutions  and  pro- 
portions,  according  to  what  appears  convenient  or 
fieceíTary  upon  the  c.hange  or  emergency  of  occaíions. 
Thefe  Senators  are  for  their  lives,  and  the  Seríate  was 
anciently  choíen  by  the  voices  of  the  ncher  burghers, 
or  freemen  of  the  city,  who  upon  the  deafch  of  a  Se- 
nator  met  together,  either  in  a  church,  a  rnarket,  or 
ibme  other  place  fpacious  enough  to  receive  their 
xmmbers^  and  there  made  an  ele¿tion  of  the  perfon 
to  fucceed*  by  the  majority  of  voices.  But  about  a 
hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  when  the 
towns  of  Holland  began  to  increafe  in  circuito  and 
In  people*  ib  as  thefe  frequent  aííemblies  grew  into 
danger  oí  tumult  and  diforder  upon  every  octafion, 
by  reafon  of  their  numbers  and  contention ;  this  eíeo 
tion  of  Sexiators  carne,  by  the  reíolution  of  the  burgív* 
eis  in  one  of  their  general  aííemblies,  to  be  devolví 
for  ever  upon  the  ílanding  Senate  at  that  time ;  fo 
ever  lince,*  when  any  one  of  their  numfaer  dies,  a 
Xiew  one  is  chofen  by  the  reít  of  the  Senate,  withous 
my  interventio n  of  the  other  burghers ;  which  malees, 
the  govemment  a  fort  of  Oligarchy,  and  very  diífes 
tent  frern  a  popular  gavernment,  as  it  is  generally 
^fteemed  by  thoíe,  who*  paffing  or  living  in  thefe 
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countries,  content  themfelves  with  cqmmon  obferva-* 
tions  or  inquiries.  And  this  refolution  of  the  burgh- 
ers  either  was  agreed  upon,  or  followed,  by  general 
confent  or  example,  about  the  fame  time,  in  all  the 
towns  of  the  Province,  though  with  fome  di  iteren  ce 
in  number  of  their  Senators. 

By  this  Senate  are  chófen  the  chief  Magiftrates  of 
the  town,  which  are  the  Burgomafters  and  Efchevins  : 
the  Burgomafters  of  Amíterdam  are  four,  whereof 
three  are  chofen  every  year,  fo  as  one  of  them  ftays  in 
office  two  years ;  but  the  three  laft  chofen  are  called 
the  Reigning  Burgomafters  for  that  year,  and  prefide 
by  turns,  after  the  firft  three  months  ;  for,  fo  long  af- 
ter  a  new  ele&ion,  the  Burgomafter  of  the  year  before 
prelides ;  in  which  time  it  is  fuppofed  the  new  ones 
wiil  grow  inftruaed  in  the  forms  and  dudes  of  their 

office,  and  acquainted  with  the  fíate  of  the  city’s  af- 
fairs. 

The  Burgomafters  are  chofen  by  moft  volees  of  alí 
thofe  perfons  in  the  Senate  who  have  been  either  Bur¬ 
gomafters  or  Efchevins ;  and  their  authority  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  our 
cities.  They  íepreíent  the  dignity  of  the  government, 
and  do  the  honour  of  the  city  upon  all  occafions.  Thev 
difpofe  of  all  under-offices  that  fall  in  their  time ;  and 
iflue  out  all  monies  out  of  the  ccmmon  ftock  or'trea- 
fure,  judging  alone  what  is  necefiary  for  the  fafety, 
convenience,  or  dignity  of  the  city.  They  keep  the 
key  of  the  bank  of  Amfterdam  (the  common  treafure 
of  fo  many  nations)  which  is  never  opened  without  the 
prefence  of  one  of  them  :  and  they  infpeót  and  purfue 
all  the  great  public  works  of  the  city,  as  the  Ramparts 
and  Stadthoufe,  now  almoft  finiffied  with  fo  great 
magnificence  and  fo  vaft  expence.  “ 

.  I  his  office  is  a  charge  of  the  greateft  truft,  autlio- 
rity,  and  dignity  •,  and  fo  much  the  greater  by  not 
being  of  proñt  or  advantage,  but  only  as  a  way  to 
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other  conítant  employments  in  the  city,  that  are  ib* 
The  falary  of  a  Burgomafter  of  Amíterdam  is  but 
five  hundred  guilders  a  year,  though  there  are  offices 
worth  five  thoufand  in  their  difpofal ;  but  yet  none  of 
them  known  to  have  taken  money  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions,  which  would  lofe  all  their  credit  in  the  town, 
and  thereby  their  fortunes  by  any  public  employ¬ 
ments.  They  are  obliged  to  no  fort  of  expence  more 
than  ordinary  modeft  citizens,  in  their  habits,  their 
attendance,  their  tables,  or  any  part  of  their  own  do- 
meític.  They  are  upon  all  public  occafions  waited  on 
by  men  in  falary  from  the  town  j  and  whatever  feafts 
they  make  upon  folemn  days,  or  for  the  entertain- 
ment  of  any  Princes  or  foreign  miniíters,  the  charge 
is  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treafure,  but  propor- 
tioned  by  their  own  diferetion.  At  other  times,  they 
appear  in  all  places  with  the  fimplicity  and  modeíly 
of  other  prívate  citizens.  When  the  Burgomaíters 
office  expires,  they  are  of  courfe  difpofed  into  the 
other  charges  or  employments  of  the  town,  which 
are  very  many  and  beneficial ;  unlefs  they  lofe  their 
credit  with  the  Senate  by  any  want  of  diligence  or 
fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  their  office,  which  feldom 
arrives. 

The  Efchevins  are  the  court  of  juítice  in  every 
town.  They  are  at  Amíterdam  nine  in  number ;  of 
which  feven  are  chofen  annually  ♦,  but  two  of  the  pre- 
ceding  year  continué  in  office.  A  double  number  is 
named  by  the  Senate,  out  of  which  the  Burgomaíters 
now  chufe,  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  did  in  the  former 
conftitution.  They  are  fovereign  judges  in  all  crimi¬ 
nal  caufes.  In  civil,  arter  a  certain  valué,  there  lies 
appeal  to  the  court  of  juítice  of  the  Province.  But 
they  pafs  fentence  of  death  upon  no  man  without  firít 
advifing  with  the  Burgomaíters  ;  though,  after  that 
form  is  paíTed,  they  proceed  themfelves,  and  are  not 
bound  to  íbliow  the  Burgomaíters  opinión,  but  are 
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left  to  their  own  :  this  being  only  a  care  or  favour 
of  fupererogation  to  the  life  of  a  man,  which  is  lo 
foon  cut  off,  and  never  to  be  retrieved  or  made  amends 
for. 

Under  thefe  fovereign  magiftratcs,  the  chief  fubor- 
dinate  officers  of  the  town  are,  the  Treafurers,  who  re- 
ceive  and  ¡filie  out  all  monies  that  are  properly  the 
revenues  or  ftock  of  the  city :  the  Scout,  vvho  takes 
care  of  the  peace,  feizes  all  crimináis,  and  fees  the 
fentences  of  juftice  executed,  and  whofe  authority  is 
like  that  of  a  Sheriff  in  a  county  with  us,  or  a  Con¬ 
fiable  in  aparifh :  the  Penfioner,  vvho  is  a  civil  lawyer, 
veried  in  the  cuftoms,  and  records,  and  privileges  oí 
the  town,  concerning  which  he  informs  the  magiílracy 
írpon  occaíion,  and  vindicates  them  upon  difputes  with 
other  towns ;  he  is  a  fervant  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Burgomaílers,  delivers  their  meífages,  makes  their 
harangues  upon  all  public  occafions,  and  is  not  un- 
like  the  Recorder  in  one  of  our  towns. 

In  this  city  of  Amfterdam  is  the  famous  bank„ 
which  is  the  greateft  treafure,  either  real  or  imagina- 
ry,  that  is  known  any  where  in  the  world.  The  place 
of  it  is  a  great  vault  under  the  Stadthoufe,  made 
ftrong  with  all  the  circumflances  of  doors  and  locksy 
and  other  appearing  cautions  of  fafety,  that  can  be : 
and  it  is  certain,  that  whoever  is  carried  to  fee  the 
bank,  fhall  never  fail  to  find  the  appearance  of  a  mighty 
real  treafure,  in  bars  oí  gold  and  filver,  píate,  and  in¬ 
finite  bags  of  metáis,  which  are  fuppoíed  to  be  al! 
gold  and  filver,  and  may  be  fo  for  aught  I  know.  But. 
the  Burgomaílers  only  having  the  infpeclion  of  this 
bank,  and  no  man  ever  taking  any  particular  accotmc 
oi  what  i  (Ibes  in  and  out,  froni  age  to  age,  it  is  im¬ 
ponible  to  make  any  calculation,  or  guefs,  what  pro- 
portion  the  real  treafure  may  hold  to  the  credit  of  it. 
1  herefore  the  iecurity  of  the  bank  lies  not  only  in  the 
cfleíls  that  are  in  it,  but  in  the  credit  of  the  whole 

town 
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town  or  ftate  of  Amfterdam,  whole  ftock  and  revenud 
i$  equal  to  that  of  íome  kingdoms ;  and  who  are  bound 
to  malee  good  all  monies  that  are  brought  into  their 
bank  :  the  tickets  or  bilis  hereof  make  all  the  ufual 
great  payments,  that  are  made  between  man  and  man 
in  the  town  $  and  not  only  in  moft  other  places  of  the 
United  Provinces,  but  in  many  other  trading  parts  of 
the  world.  So  as  this  bank  is  properly  a  general  eafh* 
where  every  man  lodges  his  money,  becaule  he  efteems 
it  fafer,  and  eafier  paid  in  and  out,  than  if  it  were  iri 
his  coffers  at  home  *,  and  the  bank  is  fo  far  from  pay- 
ing  any  intereft  for  what  is  there  brought  in,  that 
money  in  the  bank  is  worth  fomething  more  in  corm 
mon  payments,  than  what  runs  current  in  coin  from 
hand  to  hand  *  no  other  money  paíílng  in  the  bank,  but 
in  the  fpecies  of  coin  the  beít  known,  the  moft  aicer- 
tained,  and  the  moft  generally  cürrent  in  all  parts  of 
íhe  Higher  as  well  as  the  Lower  Germany. 

The  revenues  of  Amfterdam  arife  out  of  the  con- 
ftant  excife  upon  all  forts  of  commodities  bought  and 
fold  within  the  precinft ;  or,  out  of  the  rents  of  thofe 
houfes  or  lands  that  belong  in  common  to  the  city; 
or,  out  of  certain  duties  and  impofitions  upon  every 
houfe,  towards  the  ufes  of  charity,  and  the  repairs, 
or  adornments,  or  fortifications  of  the  place  •,  or  elfe, 
out  of  extraordinary  levies  confented  to  by  the  Senate* 
for  furnifhing  the  part  of  the  public  charge  that  is 
agreed  to  by  their  Deputies  in  the  Provincial  States, 
for  the  ufe'of  the  Province  ^  or  by  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  of  Holland  in  the  States- General,  for  fupport 
of  the  unión.  And  all  thefe  payments  are  made  into 
one  commpn  ftock  of  the  town,  not,  as  many  of  ours 
are,  into  that  of  the  parifli,  fo  as  attempts  may  be  eafier 
made  at  the  calculations  of  their  whole  reven ue  *,  and 
I  have  heard  it  affirmed,  that  what  is  paid  of  all  kinds 
to  public  ufes  of  the  States-General,  the  Province,  and 
the  city,  in  Amfterdam,  amounts  to  above  fixteen 

hundred 


Iáí 


Chap.  II.  Of  their  govérntHéHt , 

hundred  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  a-year.  But  I  en- 
tcr  into  no  computations,  ñor  give  thefe  for  any  thing 
more,  than  what  I  have  heard  from  men  who  pretend¬ 
ed  to  make  fuch  enquiries,  which,  I  confefs  I  did  not„ 
It  is  certain,  that,  in  no  town,  ftrength,  beauty*  and 
convenience  are  better  provided  for,  ñor  with  more 
unlimited  expence,  than  in  this,  by  the  magnificence  of 
their  public  buildings,  as  the  Stadthoufe  and  Arfenals ; 
the  number  and  fpacioufnefs,  as  well  as  order  and  re- 
venues,  of  their  many  hofpitals*  the  commodioufnefs 
of  their  canals,  running  through  the  chief  ftreets  of 
paflage  •,  the  mighty  ftrength  of  their  baftions  and 
ramparts ;  and  the  neatnefs,  as  well  as  convenience, 
of  their  ftreets,  fo  far  as  can  be  compafled  in  fo  great 
a  confluence  of  induftrious  people  5  all  which  could 
never  be  atchieved  without  a  charge  much  exceeding 
what  feems  proportioned  to  the  revenue  of  one  fingle 
town. 

The  Senate  chufes  the  Deputies  which  are  fent' 
from  this  city  to  the  States  of  Holland-,  the  fovereign- 
ty  whereof  is  reprefented  by  Deputies  of  the  Nobles 
andTowns,  compofing  nineteen  voices :  of  which  the 
nobles  have  only  the  firft,  and  the  cities  eighteen,  ac- 
cording  to  the  number  of  thofe  which  are  called 
Síemms ,  the  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  Province  hav- 


ing  no  voice  in  the  States.  Thefe  cities  were  originally 
but  fix,  Dort,  Haerlem,  Delf,  Leyden,  Amfterdam* 
and  Tergou  ;  but  were  increáfed,  by  Prince  William 
of  NalTau,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  by  the  addition 
of  Rotterdam,  Gorcum,  Schedam,  Schonoven,  Briel, 
Alcmaer,  Horne,  Enchufen,  Edam,  Moninckdam, 
Medenblick,  and  Permeren.  This  makes  as  great 
an  inequality  in  the  government  of  the  Province,  by 
fuch  a  fmali  city  as  Permeren  having  an  equal  voice- 
in  the  Provincial  States  with  Amfterdam  (which  pays 
perhaps  half  of  all  charge  of  the  Province)  as  feems 
to  be  in  the  States-General,  by  fo  fmali  a  Province  as 
\ol.  L  |  OveryíTe! 


!l 


122  Qhfervations  lipón  the  United  Províncei. 

Overyíiel  having  a n  eqnal  voice  in  the  States-General 
with  that  of  Holland,  which  contributes  more  than 
half  to  the  general  charge  of  the  unión.  But  this 
was  by  fome  writers  of  that  age  interpreted  to  be 
done  by  the  Princeps  authority,  to  leñen  that  of  the 
nobles,  and  balance  that  of  the  greater  cities,  by  the 
voices  of  the  ifnaller,  whofe  dependences  were  eafier 
to  be  gained  and  fecured. 

The  Nobles,  though  they  are  few  in  this  Province, 
yet  are  not  reprefented  by  all  their  number,  but  by 
eight  of  nine,  who  as  Deputies  from  their  body  have 
feñion  in  the  States  Provincial  •,  and  who,  when  one 
amontr  them  dies,  chufe  another  to  fucceed  him. 
Though  they  have  altogether  but  one  voice  equal  to 
the  fmalleíl  town  -,  yet  they  are  very  confiderable  in 
the  government,  by  poíieííing  many  of  the  beft  charges 
both  civil  and  military,  by  having  the  direélion  of  all 
the  ecclefiaftical  revenue  that  was  feized  by  the  State 
upon  the  change  of  religión,,  and  by  fending  their 
Deputies  to  all  the  councils  both  of  the  Generality  and 
the  Province,  and  by  the  nomination  of  one  Coun- 
lellor  in  the  two  great  courts  of  juítice.  They  give  their 
voice  firft  in  the  Afiembly  of  the  States,,  and  thereby 
a  sreat  weight  to  the  bufmefs  in  confultation.  The 
Penfioner  of  Holland  is  feated  with  them,,  delivers 
their  voice  for  them,  and  affifcs  at  all  their  delibera- 
« tions,  before  they  come  to  the  Affémbly.  He  is,  pro- 
perly,  burminifter  orfervant  of  the  Province,  and  fo 
•  his  place  or  rank  is  behind  all  their  Deputies  ;  but 
has  always  great  credit,  becaufe  he  is  perpetual,  or 
féldom  dilcharged  •,  though  of  right  he  ought  to  be 
chafen  or  renewed  every  fifth  year.  He  has  place  in 
all  the  feveral  afíemblies  of  the  Province,  and  in  the 
States  propofes  all  affairs,  gathers  the  opinions,  and 
forms  or  digefts  the  refolutions  •,  pretending  likewife 
a  power,  not  to  coñclude  any  very  important  aífair  by 
pluraíity  of  voices,  when  he  judges  in  his  confcience 
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he  ought  not  to  do  it,  and  that  i t  will  be  of  ill  confe- 
qtience  or  prejudice  to  the  Province.  He  is  likewife 
one  of  their  conítant  Deputies  in  the  States-General. 

The  Deputies  of  the  cities  are  draven  out  of  the 
Magiílrates  and  Senate  of  each  town :  their  number  is 
uncertain  and  arbitran^  according  to  the  cuíloms  or 
pleafure  of  the  cities  that  fend  them,  becaufe  they 
haveall  together  but  one  voice,  and  are  all  maintained 
at  their  cities  charge  :  but  commonly  one  of  the  Bur- 
gomafters  and  the  Penfioner  are  of  the  number. 

The  States  of  Holiand  have  their  fe  ilion  in  the 
court  at  the  Hague,  and  aílemble  ordinarily  four  times 
a-year,  in  February,  June,  September,  and  November. 
ín  the  former  feffions,  they  provide  for  the  filling  up 
of  all  vacan t  charges,  and  for  renewing  the  farras  of 
alí  the  feveral  taxes,  and  for  confulting  about  any 
matters  that  concern  either  the  general  good  of  the 
Province,  or  any  particular  differences  arifing  between 
the  towns.  But,  in  November,  they  meet  purpofely 
to  refolve  upon  the  continuance  of  the  charge  which 
falis  to  the  íhare  of  their  Province  the  following  year, 
according  to  what  may  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-General,  as  neceflary  for  the 
fupport  of  the  State  or  Union. 

For  extraordinary  occafions,  they  are  convoked  by 
a  coimcii  called  the  Gecommitteer  de  Rueden ,  or  the 
commiflloned  Counfelíors,  who  are  properly  a  Coun- 
cil  of  State  of  the  Province,  compofed  of  feveral  De¬ 
puties  ;  one  from  the  nobles ;  one  from  each  of  the 
chief  towns  and  but  one  from  three  of  the  írnallef 
towns,  each  of  the  three  chufmg  him  by  turns.  And 
chis  coimcii  íits  conftandy  at  the  Hague,  and  both 
propofes  to  the  Provincial  States,  at  their  extraordi- 
nary  afiemblies,  the  matters  of  deliberación,  and  exe- 
cutes  their  refolutions* 

ín  thefe  afiemblies,  though  all  are  equal  in  vgices, 
and  any  one  hinders  a  refale  yetit  feldom  happens* 
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But  thar,  united  by  one  common  bond  of  intereft,  and 
having  alione  common  end  of  public  good  they  come 
after  full  debates  to  eafy  refolutions  j  yielding  to  the 
power  of  reafon,  where  it  is  clear  and  ftrong,  and  fup- 
preffing  all  prívate  paffions  or  interefts,  lo  as  the  fmal- 
ler  partfeldom  conteíls,  harcl  or  long,  what  the  greater 
agrees  of.  When  theDeputies  of  the  States  agree  ia 
opinión,  they  fend  lome  of  their  nurnber  to  their  re- 
i'petftive  towns,  propofing  the  affair  and  the  reafons 
alledged,  and  defiring  orden  from  them  to  conclude  y. 
Vvhich  feldom  fails,  if  the  neceffity  or  utility  be  evi- 
dent :  if  it  be  more  intrícate,  or  fuffers  delay,  the 
States  adjourn  for  fuch  a  time,  as  admits  the  returnof 
all  the  Deputies  to-  their  towns  y  where  their  infiuence 
and  intereft,  and  the  impreffions  of  the  debates  in 
their  provincial  affemblies,  make  the  confent  of  the 
cities  eafier  gairred. 

Befidcs  the  States  and  Council  mentioned,  the  Pro- 
vince  has  likewife  a  Chamber  of  accounts,  who  ma- 
nage  the  general  revenues  of  the  Province :  and,  be¬ 
bdes  this  truft,  they  have  the  abfolute  difpofition  of 
the  ancient  demefne  of  Holland,  without  giving  any 
account  to  the  States  of  the  Province.  Only  at  times, 
either  upon  ufual  intervals,  or  upon  a  neceffity  of 
rhoney,  the  States  cali  upon  them  for  a  fbbñdy  of  two 
or  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  or  more,  as  they 
are  preffed,  or  conceive  the  chamber  to  be  grown  rich, 
beyond  what  is  proportioned  to  the  general  defign  of 
increafmg  the  eafe  and  fortunes  of  thofe  peffons  who 
compofe  it.  The  States  of  Holland  difpofe  of  thefe 
charges  to  men  grown  aged  in  their  fervice,  and  who 
have  paíled  through  moft  of  the  employments  of  State 
with  the  efteem  of  prudence  and  integrity  y  and  fuch 
perforo  find  here  an  honourable  and  profitable  retreat. 

The  Provinces  of  Hollandand  Zealand,  as  theyufed 
forme rly  to  have  one  Governor  in  the  time  of  the 
houfes  of  Burgundy  and  Auftria  y  fo  they  have  long 
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had  one  common  judicatura,  which  is  exercifed  by  two 
courts  of  juftice,  each  of  them  common  to  both  the 
Provinces.  The  firft:  is  compofed  of  twelve  Counfel¬ 
lors,  nine  of  Holland  and  three  of  Zealand,  of  whom 
the  Governor  of  the  Provinces  is  the  head  ;  by  the  oíd 
conílitution  ufed  to  prefide  whenever  he  pleafed,  and 
to  ñame  all  the  Counfellors  except  one,  who  was  cho- 
fen  by  the  nobles.  This  court  judges  without  appeal 
in  all  criminal  caufes ;  but  in  civil  there  lies  appeal 
to  the  other  court,  which  is  called  the  Pligh  Council, 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  but  only  by  petition 
to  the  States  of  the  Province  for  a  revilion :  when 
thefe  judge  there  is  reafon  for  it,  they  grant  letters  pa- 
tent  to  that  purpofe,  naming  fome  Syndiques  out  of 
the  towns,  who,  being  added  to  the  Counfellors  of  the 
two  former  courts,  revife  and  judge  the  caufe  in  the 
laft  refort.  And  this  courfe  feems  to  have  been  infti- 
tuted  by  way  of  fupply  or  imitation  of  the  chamber 
of  Mechlin,  to  which,  before  the  revolt  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  there  lay  an  appeal,  by  way  of  revifion,  from 
all  or  moft  of  the  provincial  courts  of  juftice,  as  there 
ftill  doth  in  the  Spanifh  Provinces  of  the  Netherl'ands.. 

The  Union  is  made  up  of  the  feven  fovereign  Pro¬ 
vinces  before  named,  who  chufe  their  refpeélive  De- 
puties,  and  fend  them  to  the  Hague,  for  the  compo- 
fing  of  three  feveral  colleges,  called  the  States-Gene- 
ral,  the  Council  of  State,  and  the  Chamber  of  accounts, 
The  fovereign  power  of  this  united  State  lies  effec- 
tívely  in  t he  Affembly  of  the  States-General,  which 
ufed  at  firft  to  be  convoked,  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
fions,  by  the  Council  of  State  *,  but  that  feldom,  in 
regardthey  ufually  confifted  of  above  eight  hundred 
perfons,  whofe  meeting  together  in  one  place,  from 
ío  many  feveral  parts,  gave  too  great  a  fhake  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  unión  ;  made  the  debates  long,  and 
fometimes  confufed ;  the  refolutions  flow,  and,  upon 
fudden  occafions,  out  of  time.  In  the  abfence  of  the' 
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States-General,  the  Council  of  State  reprefented  their 
authority,  and  executed  their  refoIuLions,  and  judged 
ot  the  neceíTity  of  a  new  convocation  ♦,  til!,  after  the 
Earl  or  Leicefter’s  departure  from  the  governrnent^ 
the  Provincial  States  defired  of  the  General,  that  they 
might,  by  their  conítant  refpeétive  Deputies,  continué 
their  affembiies  under  the  narne  of  States-General, 
which  were  never  after  afiembled  but  at  Bergen  op 
Zoom,  íor  ratitying  v/ith  more  foiemn  form  and  au- 
thority  the  truce  concluded  with  Duke  Albert  and 
Spain. 

This  defire  óf  the  Provinces  was  grounded  upon 
the  prctences  that  the  Council  of  State  convoked  them 


but  feldom,  and  at  will;  and  tiiat,  being  to  execute 
all  in  their  abfence,  they  thereby  arrogated  to  them- 
felves  too  great  an  authority  in  the  State.  But  a  more 
fecret  reafon  had  greater  weight  in  this  affair,  which 
was,  that  the  Engliíh  Ambafiador  had,  by  agreement 
with  Queen  Eliíabeth,  a  conítant  place  in  their  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State  ^  and,  upon  the  diftaftes  ariíing  between 
the  Provinces  and  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  with  fome 
jeáloufies  of  the  Queen’s  difpofition  to  make  a  peace 
with  Spain,  they  had  no  miad  that  her  Ambafiador 


íhóuld  be  prefent  any  longer  in  the  firít  digeftion  of 
their  afxairs,  which  was  then  ufually  made  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State.  And  hereupon  they  firít  framed  the  or- 
ainary  council,  called  the  States-General,  which  has 
ever  fince  paíled  by  tnat  ñame,  and  íits  conftantly  in 
the  Court  at  the  Plague,  reprefcnts  the  fovereignty  of 
the  unión,  gives  audience  and  dilpatch  to  all  foreign 
minifters ;  but  yet  is  indeed  only  a  reprefentative  of 
tne  States-General,  the  affembiies  whereof  are  wholly 
difufed. 

The  Council  of  State,  the  Admiralty,  and  the  trea^ 
fury,  are  all  fubordinate  to  this  council :  all  of  which 
are  continued  in  as  near  a  refemblance,  as  could  be,  tq 
íhe  fcveral  councils  yfed  in  the  time  when  the  Provin- 
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ces  were  fubjeít  to  their  feveral  principalities,  or  Uni¬ 
ted  under  one  in  the  houfes  of  Burgundy  and  Auftria-, 
only  the  feveral  Deputies  (compoñng  one  voice)  now 
lucceeding  the  fingle  perfons  employed  under  thefor- 
mer  government :  and  the  Hague,  which  was  the  an- 
cient  feat  of  the  Counts  of  Holland,  ítill  continúes  to 
be  fo  of  all  thefe  councils  ;  where  the  palace  of  the 
former  Sovereigns  lodges  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  Go- 
vernor,  and  receives  thele  feveral  councils  as  attend- 
ing  ftill  upon  the  fovereignty,  reprefented  by  the 
States-General. 

The  members  of  all  thefe  councils  are  placed  and 
changed  by  the  feveral  Provinces  according  to  their 
different  oragreeing  cuftoms.  I  o  the  States-General 
every  one  íends  their  Deputies,  in  what  number  they 
pleafe ;  fome  two,  fome  ten,  or  twelve  ;  which  makes 
no  difference,  becaufe  all  matters  are  carried,  not  by 
the  votes  of  perfons,  but  of  Provinces :  and  all  the 
Deputies  from  one  Province,  how  few  or  rnany  foever, 
have  one  Tingle  vote.  The  Provinces  differ  likewife 
in  the  time  fixed  for  their  deputation  ;  fome  fending 
for  a  year,  fome  for  more,  and  others  for  life.  The 
Province  of  Holland  fends  to  the  States-General  one 
of  their  nobles,  who  is  perpetual ;  two  Deputies  cho- 
fen  out  of  their  eight  chief  towns,  and  one  out  of 
North  Holland  •,  and  with  thefe,  two  of  their  provin¬ 
cial  council  of  State,  and  their  Penfioner. 

Neither  Stadtholder  or  Governor,  or  any  perfon  in 
military  charge,  has  feííion  in  the  States-General.  Every 
Province  prefides  their  week  in  turns,  and  by  the  moít 
qualified  perfon  of  the  Deputies  of  that  Province :  he 
fits  in  a  chair  with  arms,  at  the  middle  of  a  long  table 
capable  of  holding  about  thirty  perfons  •,  for  about 
that  number  this  council  is  ufually  compofed  of.  The 
Greffier,  who  is  in  nature  of  a  fecretary,  íits  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  table.  When  a  foreign  miniíler  has 
audience,  he  is  feated  at  the  middle  of  this  table,  over- 
againíl  the  Preñdent,  who  propofes  all  matters  in 
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this  afíembly ;  makes  the  Greffier  read  all  papers  j 
puts  the  queítion ;  calis  the  voices  of  the  Provinces  j 
and  foims  the  conclufion.  Or,  if  he  refufes  to  con* 
.elude  according  to  the  plurality,  he  is  obliged  to  re* 
fign  his  place  to  the  Preíident  of  the  enfuinc  week, 
who  concludes  for  him.  •  ° 

t  This  is  the  courfe  in  all  affairs  before  them,  except 
ín  cafes  of  peace  and  war,  of  foreign  aliiances,  of  rai- 
fing  or  coining  of  monies,  or  the  privileges  of  each 
Province  or  member  of  the  unión.  In  all  which,  alí 
the  Provinces  muí!  concur,  plurality  being  not  at  all 
weighed  or  obferved.  This  council  is  not° fovereign, 
but  only  reprefents  the  fovereignty ;  and  therefore, 
though  AmbaíTadors  are  both  received  and  fent  in 
their  ñame,  yet  neither  are  their  own  chofen,  ñor  fo* 
reign  miniíters  anfwered,  ñor  any  of  thofe  mention* 
ed  affairs  refolved,  without  confulting  firft  the  States 
of  each  Province  by  their  refpedive  Deputies,  and 
receiving  orders  from  them  ;  and  in  other  important 
matters,  though  decided  by  plurality,  they  frequent- 
ly  confult  with  the  Council  of  State. 

Ñor  has  this  method  or  conílitution  ever  been  bro- 
ken  fince  their  State  began,  excepting  only  in  one  af- 
fair,  which  was  in  January  166S,  when  his  Majeíty 
fent  me  over  to  propoie  a  league  of  mutual  defence 
with  this  State,  and  another  fot  the  preiervation  of 
Flanders  from  the  invafion  of  Franco,  which  had 
airead  y  conquered  a  great  part  of  the  Spaniíh  Pro¬ 
vinces,  and  left  the  reft  at  the  merey  of  the  next 
campaign.  Upon  this  occafion  I  had  the  fortune  to 
prevail  with  the  States -General  to  conclude  tnree 
treaties,  and  upon  them  draw  up  and  íign  the  feve- 
ral  inftruments,  in  the  fpace  of  five  days,  without 
paffing  the  eífential  forms  of  their  government  by 
any  recourfe  to  the  Provinces,  which  muft  likewii'e 
have  had  it  to  the  feveral  cities :  there,  I  knew,  thofe 
foreign  miniíters,  whofe  duty  and  intereft  it  was  to 
pppofe  this  aífair,  expeded  to  meet  and  to  elude  it ; 
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which  conld  not  have  failed,  in  cafe  it  had  run  that 
circle,  fince  engaging  the  voice  of  one  city  muít  have 
broken  it :  it  is  true,  that,  in  concluding  thefe  alli* 
anees  without  commiíTion  from  their  principáis,  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-General  ventured  their  heads, 
if  they  had  been  difowned  by  their  PrOvinces ;  but 
being  all  unanimous,  and  led  by  the  clear  evidence  of 
fo  diredl  and  fo  important  an  intereft  (which  muít 
have  been  loft  by  the  ufual  delays)  they  all  agreed  lo 
run  the  hazard  ;  and  were  fo  far  from  being  difown¬ 
ed,  that  they  were  applauded  by  all  the  members  of 
every  Provínce :  having  thereby  changed  the  whole 
face  of  affairs  in  Chriftendom,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion  of  the  triple  alliance  and  the  peace  of  Aix 
(which  were  concluded  about  four  monchs  after.)  So 
great  has  the  forcé  of  reafon  and  intereft  ever  prov¬ 
ed  in  this  State,  not  only  to  the  uniting  of  all  voices 
in  their  afiemblies,  but  to  the  abfolving  of  the  great- 
eft  breach  of  their  original  conftitutions ;  even  in  a 
State  whofe  fafety  and  greatnefs  has  been  chiefly 
íounded  upon  the  fevere  and  exaít  obfer vanee  of  or- 
der  and  method  in  all  their  counfels  and  executions. 
Ñor  have  they  ever  ufed,  at  any  other  time,  a ny 
greater  means  to  agree  and  unite  the  feveral  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  unión,  in  the  refolutions  neceflary,  up¬ 
on  the  moft  prefling  occafions,  than  for  the  agreeing 
Provinces  to  ñame  fome  of  their  ableft  perfons  to  go 
and^  confer  with  the  diífenting,  and  reprefent  thofe 
reaions  and  interefts  by  which  they  have  been  induced 
to  their  opinions. 


The  Council  of  State  is  compofed  of  Deputies  from 
the  feveral  Provinces,  but  after  another  manner  than 
the  States-General,  the  number  being  fixed.  Gelder- 
land  fends  two,  H  olían  d  three,  Zealand  and  Utrecht 
>íwo  a-piece,  Friezland,  Overyfiel,  and  Groninguen, 
^ach  of  them  one,  making  in  all  twelve.  They  vote 
nol  by  Provinces,  but  by  perfonal  voices  ^  and  every 
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Deputy  prefides  by  turns.  In  this  council  the  Ge  ver* 
Bor  of  the  Provinces  has  feffion*  and  a  decifive  voice; 
and  the  Treaíurer-General*  feífion*  but  a  voice  only 
deliberative  ;  yet  he  has  much  credit  here,  being  for 
lite ;  and  fo  is  the  perfon  deputed  to  this  council  from 
die  Nobles  of  Holland,  and  the  Deputies  of  the  Pro- 
vince  of  Zealand,  The  reffc  are  but  for  two,  three* 
or  four  years. 

The  Council  of  State  executes  the  refolutions  of  the 
States-General ;  confults  and  propofes  to  them  the 
mofl;  expedient  ways  of  raifmg  troops,  and  levying 
inonies,  as  well  as  the  proportions  of  both*  which 
they  conceive  neceífary  in  all  conjundlures  and  revo- 
lutions  of  the  fíate;  fuperintends  the  milice*  the  for- 
tifications,  the  contributions  out  of  the  enemies  coun- 
try*  the  forms  and  difpofal  of  all  paííports*  and  the 
affairs*  revenues,  and  government  of  all  places  con¬ 
quered  fmee  the  unión *,  which*  being  gained  by  the 
common  arms  of  the  State*  depend  upon  the  States- 
General*  and  not  upon  any  particular  Province, 

Towards  the  end  of  every  year*  this  council  forms 
a  ftate  of  the  expence  they  conceive  will  be  necelTary 
for  the  year  enfuing ;  prefents  it  to  the  States-Gene- 
ral*  defiring  them  to  demand  fo  much  of  the  States - 
Provincial*  to  be  raiied  according  to  the  ufual  propor- 
tions*  which  are*  of  iqq,ooo  gmlders*. 


Gelderiand 

Holland 

Zealand 

Utrecht 

Friezland 


Groningu en 


Grs,  St.  D„ 

56 1 2  -  05  —  00 

58*309 - OI  . —  10 

9183  — -  54  —  oz 

58  30  —  27  —  II 

1 1,661  —  —  15 - 10 

357 3  —  08  - -  04 

583°  —  37  — —  11 


Chap.  II.  Of  their  government .  j  gt 

This  petition,  as  it  is  called,  is  made  to  the  States- 
General,  in  the  ñame  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
State,  which  is  but  a  continuance  of  the  forms  ufed  in 
the  time  of  their  Sovereigns,  and  ftill  by  the  Gover- 
nors  and  council  of  State  in  the  Spanifh  Netherlands : 
petition  fignifying  barely  aíking  or  demanding,  though 
implying  the  thing  demanded  to  be  wholly  in  the  right 
and  power  of  them  that  give.  It  was  ufed  by  thefirft 
Counts  only  upon  extraordinary  occafions  and  necef- 
fities ;  but  in  the  time  of  the  houfes  of  Burgundy  and 
Auftria  grew  to  be  a  thing  of  courfe,  and  annual,  as 
it  is  ftill  in  the  Spanifh  Provinces. 

The  Council  of  State  difpofes  of  all  fums  of  mo- 
ney  deftined  for  all  extraordinary  afiairs,  and  expe- 
dites  the  orders  for  the  whole  expence  of  the  State, 
upon  the  refolutions  firft  taken,  in  the  main,  by  the 
States-General.  The  orders  muft  be  figned  by  three 
Deputies  of  feveral  Provinces,  as  well  as  by  the  Trea- 
furer-General,  and  then  regiftered  in  the  chamber  of 
acccunts,  before  the  Receiver-General  pays  them, 
which  is  then  done  without  any  difficulty,  charge,  or 
delay. 

Every  Province  raifes  what  monies  it  pleafes,  and 
by  what  ways  or  means,  fends  its  quofa,  or  fhare,  of 
the  general  charge,  to  the  Receiver  General,  and  con- 
verts  the  reft  to  the  prefent  ufe,  or  refcrves  it  for  the 
future  occafions,  of  the  Province. 

The  Chamber  of  accounts  was  ereéted  about  fixty 
years  ago,  for  the  eafe  of  the  Council  of  State,  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  ítate  all  accounts  of  all  the  feveral  recei- 
vers,  to  controul  and  regifter  the  orders  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State,  which  difpofes  of  the  finances  :  and  this 
chamber  is  compofed  of  two  Deputies  from  each  Pro¬ 
vince,  who  are  changed  every  three  years. 

Befides  thefe  colleges,  is  the  council  of  the  Admi- 
ralty  ;  who,  when  the  States-General,  by  advice  of 
the  council  of  State,  have  deftined  a  fleet  of  fuch  a 
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number  and  forcé  to  be  fet  out,  have  the  abfolute 
difpofition  of  the  marine  affairs,  as  well  in  the  choice 
and  equipage  of  all  the  feveral  íhips,  as  in  ilfuing  the 
monies  allotted  for  that  fervice. 

This  college  is  fubdivided  into  five,  of  which  three 
are  in  Holland,  viz.  one  in  Amíterdam,  another  at 
Rotterdam,  and  the  third  at  Horn :  the  fourth  is  at 
Middleburgh  in  Zeaíand,  and  the  fifth  at  Harlinguen 
in  Friezland.  Each  of  thefe  is  compofed  of  feven 
Deputies,  four  of  that  Province  where  the  coilege  re- 
fides  ,  and  three  named  by  the  other  Provinces.  The 
Admiral,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  Vice-Admiral,  has 
feffion  in  all  thefe  colleges,  and  pre fides  when  he  is 
prefent.  They  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes  commit- 
ed  at  fea ;  judge  all  pirates  that  are  taken,  and  all 
frauds  or  negligences,  in  the  payment  or  colledtions 
of  the  cuftoms  •,  which  are  particularly  affefted  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  applicable  to  no  other  ule.  This 
fund,  being  not  fufficient  in  times  of  war,  is  fuppli- 
ed  by  the  States  with  whatever  more  is  necefíary  from 
other  funds  *,  but  in  time  of  peace,  being  little  ex- 
hauíled  by  other  conílant  charge  befides  that  of  con* 
voys  to  their  feveral  fleets  of  merchants  in  all  parts, 
the  remainder  of  this  revenue  is  applied  to  the  build- 
ing  of  great  fhips  of  war,  and  furniíhing  the  feveral 
arfenals  and  flores  with  all  forts  of  provifion  neceífary 
for  the  building  and  rigging  of  more  íhips  than  can 
be  needed  by  the  courfe  of  a  long  war. 

So  foon  as  the  number  and  forcé  of  the  fleets  de» 
fxgned  for  any  expedition  is  agreed  by  the  States~Ge~ 
neral,  and  given  out  by  the  council  of  State  to  the 
Admiralty  each  particular  college  furniflies  their 
own  proportion,  which  is  known,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  feveral  Provinces,  in  all  monies  that  are  to  be 
raifed.  In  all  which,  the  Admiral  has  no  other  fhare 
or  advantage,  befides  his  bare  falary,  and  his  pro¬ 
portion  in  prizes  that  are  tak.en,  The  Captains  and 
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fuperior  officers  of  each  fquadron  are  chofen  by  thc 
feveral  colleges  ;  thc  number  of  men  appointed  for 
every  ffiip  *,  after  which,  each  Captain  ules  his  beffc 
diligence  and  credit  to  fill  his  number  with  the  beft 
men  he  can  get,  and  takes  the  whole  care  and  eharge 
of  viótualling  his  own  fhip  for  the  time  intended  for 
that  expedition,  and  fignified  to  him  by  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  this  at  a  certain  rate  of  fo  much  a  mam 
And  by  the  good  or  ili  difcharge  of  his  truft,  as  well 
as  that  of  providing  Chirurgeons,  medicines,  and  all 
things  neceflary  for  the  health  of  the  men,  each  Cap¬ 
tain  grows  into  good  or  ill  credit  with  the  feamen, 
and,  by  their  report,  with  the  Admiralties  ;  upon 
whofe  opinión  and  efteem  the  fortune  of  all  fea-of- 
ftcers  depends  :  fo  as,  in  all  their  expeditions,  there 
appears  rather  an  emulation  among  the  particular 
Captains,  who  fhall  treat  his  feamen  beft  in  thefe 
points,  and  employ  the  monies  allotted  for  their  vic- 
tualling  to  the  beft  advantage,  than  any  little  knaviíh 
praótices,  of  filling  their  own  purfes  by  keeping  their 
men’s  bellies  empty,  or  forcing  them  to  corrupted 
unwholefome  diet :  upon  which,  and  upon  cleanlinefs 
in  their  fhips,  the  health  of  many  people  crowded  up 
into  fo  little  room  feems  chiefly  to  depend. 

The  falaries  of  all  the  great  officers  of  this  State 
are  very  fmall :  I  have  already  mentioned  that  of  a 
Burgomafter’s  of  Amfterdam  to  be  about  fifty  pounds 
Sterling  a-year :  that  of  their  Vice- Admiral  (for,  fince 
the  laft  Prince  of  Orange’s  death,  to  the  year  1670, 
there  had  been  no  Admiral)  is  five  hundred,  and  that 
of  the  Penfioner  of  Holland  two  hundred. 

The  greatnefs  of  this  State  feems  much  to  confift 
in  thefe  orders,  hovv  confufed  foever,  and  of  difiere nt 
pieces,  they  may  feem  ;  but  more  in  two  main  effeéts 
of  them,  which  are,  the  good  choice  of  the  officers  of 
chief  truft  in  the  Cides,  Provinces,  and  State :  and 
the  great  fimplicity  and  modefty  in  the  common  port 
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or  living  of  their  chiefeft  miniíters ;  without  which'5 
the  abfolutenefs  of  the  Senates  in  each  town,  and  the 
immenfity  of  taxes  through  the  whole  State,  would 
never  be  endured  by  the  people  with  any  patience;  be- 
ing  both  of  them  greater  than  in  many  of  thofe  go- 
vernments  which  are  eíteemed  moíl  arbitrary  among 
their  neighbours.  But,  in  the  afiemblies  and  debates 
of  their  Senates,  every  man’s  abilities  are  difcovered, 
as  their  difpofitions  are  in  the  conduft  of  their  lives 
and  domeftique  among  their  fellow-citizens.  The  ob-* 
iervation  of  thefe  either  raifes,  or  fupprefies,  the  ere- 
$it  of  particular  men,  both  among  the  people,  and 
the  Senates,  of  their  towns ;  who,  to  maintain  their 
avithority  with  lefs  popular  envy  and  difeontent,  give 
much  to  the  general  opinión  of  the  people  in  the 
choice  of  their  Magiílrates :  by  this  means  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that,  though  perhaps  the  nation  generally 
be  not  wife,  yet  the  government  is,  becaufe  it  is 
compofed  of  the  wifeíl  of  the  nation  *  which  maygive 
it  an  advantage  over  many  others,  where  ability  is  of 
more  common  growth,  but  of  lefs  ufe  to  the  public  * 
if  it  happens  that  neither  wifdom  ñor  honefty  are 
the  qualities  which  bring  men  to  the  management 
of  ftate-affairs,  as  they  ufually  do  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

Beüdes,  though  thefe  people,  who  are  naturally  coid 
and  heavy,  may  not  be  ingenious  enough  to  furnilh  a 
pleafant  or  agreeable  converfation,  yet  they  want  not 
plain  downright  fenfe  to  underftand  and  do  their  bu- 
finefs  both  public  and  private,  which  is  a  talent  ve- 
ry  different  from  the  other;  and  I  know  not  whether 
they  often  meet :  for  the  firít  proceeds  from  heat  of 
the  brain,  which  makes  the  fpirits  more  airy  and  vo¬ 
ladle,  and  thereby  the  motions  of  thought  lighter 
and  quicker,  and  the  range  of  imagination  much 
greater  than  in  coid  heads  where  the  fpirits  are  more 
earthy  and  dull :  thought  rnoves  ílower  and  heavier. 
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bu t  thereby  the  impreíílons  of  i t  are  dccper,  and  laft 
longer;  one  imaginátion  being  not  lo  frequently* 
ñor  lo  eaíily,  effaced  by  another,  as  where  new  enes 
are  continually  arifmg,  This  makes  duller  nien  more 
conftant  and  fteady,  and  quicker  men  more  incon- 
ftant  and  uncertain  •,  whereas  the  greateíl  ability  in 
bufinefs  feems  to  be  the  fteady  purfuit  of  fome  one 
thing,  tili  there  is  an  end  of  it,  with  perpetual  ap- 
plication  and  endeavour  not  to  be  diverted  by  every 
reprefentation  of  new  hopes  or  fears  of  difficulty  or 
danger,  or  of  fome  better  defign.  The  firft  of  thefe 
talents  cuts  like  a  razor,  the  other  like  a  hatchet  j 
one  has  thinneís  of  edge,  and  finenefs  of  metal  and 
temper,  but  is  eafily  turned  by  any  fubftance  that  is 
hard  and  refifts  :  the  other  has  toughnefs  and  weight 
which  makes  it  cut  through,  or  go  deep  wherever 
it  falls ;  and  therefore  one  is  for  adornment,  the  other 
for  ufe. 

It  may  be  faid  further,  that  the  heat  of  the  heart 
commonly  goes  along  with  that  of  the  bram ;  Ib  that 
paílions  are  warnier,  where  imaginations  are  quicker  : 
and  there  are  few  men  (unlefs  in  cafe  of  fome  evident 
natural  defedt)  but  have  fenfe  enough  to  diftinguiíh 
in  grofs  between  right  and  wrong,  between  good  and 
bad5  when  reprefented  to  them;  and  confequently 
have  judgment  enough  to  do  their  bufinefs,  if  it  be 
left  to  itíelf,  and  not  fwayed  ñor  corrupted  by  lome 
humour  or  paffion,  by  anger  or  pride,  by  love  or  by 
fcorn,  ambition  or  avance,  delight  or  revende  *  ío 
as  that  the  coldnefs  of  paffion  feems  to  be  the  natural 
ground  of  ability  and  honefty  among  men,  as  the  go- 
vernment  or  moderation  of  them  the  great  end  of 
philofophical  and  moral  inftruótions.  Thefe  fpecula- 
tions  may  perhaps  a  little  leííen  the  common  won- 
der,  how  we  íhould  meet  with  in  one  nation  lo  little 
fhew  of  parts  and  of  wit,  and  fo  great  evidence  of 
wifdoni  and  prudence,  as  has  appeared  in  the  con- 
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duót  and  fucceíles  of  this  State,  for  near  an  hundred 
years ;  which  needs  no  other  teftimony,  than  the 
mighty  growth  and  power  it  arrived  to  frofn  fo  weak 
and  contemptible  feeds  and  beginnings. 

The  other  circumítance  I  mentioned,  as  an  occa- 
fion  of  their  greatnefs,  was  the  fimplicity  and  modefty 
of  their  Magiflrates  in  their  way  of  living,  which  is  fo 
general,  that  I  never  knew  one  among  them  exceed 
the  common  frugal  popular  air :  and  fo  great,  that, 
of  the  two  chief  officers  in  my  time,  Vice- Admira! 
De  Ruiter  and  the  Penfioner  De  Witt  (one  generally 
eíteemed  by  foreign  nations  as  great  a  feaman,  and 
the  other  as  great  a  ftatefman,  as  any  of  their  age) 
I  never  faw  the  firft  in  cloaths  better  than  the  conv 
moneít  fea-captain,  ñor  with  above  one  man  following 
him,  ñor  in  a  coach  ;  and,  in  his  own  houfe,  neither 
was  the  fize,  building,  furniture,  or  entertainment,  at 
all  exceeding  the  ufe  of  every  common  merchant  and 
tradeíman  in  his  town.  For  the  Penfioner  De  Witt* 
who  had  the  great  influence  in  the  government,  the 
whole  train  and  expence  of  his  domeftique  went  very 
equal  with  other  common  Deputies  or  miniílers  of  the 
State  ;  his  habit  grave,  and  plain,  and  popular ;  his 
table,  what  only  ferved  turn  for  his  family,  or  afriend  *, 
his  train  (befides  commiífaries  and  clerks  kept  for 
him,  in  an  office  adjoining  to  his  houfe,  at  the  pub- 
lie  charge)  was  only  one  man,  who  performed  all  the 
meniai  iervice  of  his  houfe  at  home ;  and,  upon  his 
vifits  of  ceremony,  putting  on  a  plain  livery-cloak, 
aitended  his  coach  abroad  :  for,  upon  other  occafions, 
he  was  feen  ufually  in  the  ftreets  on  foot,  and  alone, 
like  the  commoneft  burgher  of  the  town.  Ñor  was 
this  manner  of  life  affeéted,  or  ufed  only  by  thefe  par¬ 
ticular  men,  but  was  the  general  faffiion  and  mode 
among  all  the  magiftrates  of  the  State :  for  I  fpealc 
no t  oí  the  miütary  officers^  who  are  reckoned  their 
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fervants,  and  live  in  a  different  garb,  though  generally 
modeíler  than  in  other  countries. 

Thus  this  ftomachful  people,  vvho  could  not  endure 
the  leaft  exerciie  of  arbitrary  power  or  impofitions,  or 
the  fight  of  any  foreign  troops,  under  the  Spaniíh  go¬ 
vernment,  have  fince  been  inured  toallof  them,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  under  their  own  popular  magiftrates  ; 
bridled  with  hard  laws,  terrified  with  fevere  execu- 
cutions,  environed  with  foreign  forces  •,  and  opprefled 
with  the  moft  cruel  hardfhip  and  variety  of  taxes  that 
was  ever  known  under  any  government ;  but  all  thir, 
whilíl  the  way  to  office  and  authority  lies  thiough 
thofe  qualities  which  acquire  the  general  efteem  or 
the  people;  whilíl  no  man  is  exempted  from  the 
danger  and  current  of  laws ;  whilíl  foldiers  are  con- 
fined  to  frontier  garrifons  (the  guard  of  inland  or 
trading  towns  being  left  to  the  burghers  themfelves  ;) 
and  whilíl  no  great  riches  are  leen  to  enter  by  public 
payments  into  prívate  purfes,  either  to  raife  families, 
or  to  feed  the  prodigal  expences  of  vain,  extravagante 
and  luxurious  men  ;  but  all  public  monies  are  applied 
to  the  fafety,  greatnefs,  or  honour  of  the  State,  and 
the  Magiftrates  themfelves  bear  an  equal  íhare  in  all 
the  burdens  they  impofe. 

The  authority  of  thePrincesof  Oran  ge,  though  in- 
termitted  upon  the  untimely  death  of  thelaft,  and  in- 
faney  of  this  prefent  Prince ;  yet,  as  it  muíl  be  ever 
acknowledged  to  have  had  a  moft  eífential  part  in  the 
firíl  frame  of  this  government,  and  in  all  the  fortunes 
thereof,  during  thewhole  growth  and  progrefs  of  the 
State  :  fo  has  it  ever  preferved  a  very  ftrong  root,  not 
only  in  íix  of  the  Provinces,  but  even  in  the  general 
and  popular  affeólions  of  the  Province  of  Holland  it- 
felf,  whofe  States  have,  for  thefe  laíl  twenty  years,  fo 
much  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  or  exelude  it. 

This  began  in  the  perfon  of  Prince  Williain  of 
Naflau,  at  the  very  birth  of  the  State,  and  not  fo 
Vol.  I.  K  much 
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much  by  the  quality  of  being  Governor  of  Hollarte! 
and  Zealand  in  Charles  V5s  and  Philip  II’s  time, 
as  by  the  efteem  of  fo  great  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and 
courage,  as  excelled  in  that  Prince,  and  feems  to  have 
been  from  him  derived  to  his  whole  race ;  being,  in- 
deed,  the  qualities  that  naturally  acquire  efteem  and 
authority  among  the  people,  in  aÚ  governments.  Ñor 
has  this  nation  in  particular,  fince  the  time  perhaps 
of  Civilis,  ever  been  without  fome  head,  under  fome 
ytle  or  other  •,  but  always  an  head  fubordinate  to  their 
íaws  and  cuftoms,  and  to  the  fovereign  power  of  the 
State. 

In  the  firft  conftitution  of  this  government,  after 
the  revolt  from  Spain,  all  the  power  and  rights  of 
Prince  William  of  Orange,  as  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vinces,  feem  to  have  been  carefully  referved.  But  thofe 
which  remained  inherent  in  the  Sovereign,  were  de¬ 
volved  upon  the  aflembly  of  the  States-General,  fo  as 
in  them  remained  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war, 
and  all  foreign  alliances,  and  of  raifing  and  coining  of 
monies  :  in  the  Prince,  the  command  of  all  land  and 
fea  forces,  as  Captain-general  and  Admiral,  and  there- 
bv  the  difpofition  of  all  military  commands,  the 
power  of  pardoning  the  penalty  of  crimes,  thechufing 
of  magiftrates  upon  the  nomination  of  the  towns  ^ 
for  they  prefented  three  to  the  Prince  who  elefted  one 
out  of  that  number.  Originally  the  States-General 
were  convoked  by  the  council  of  State,  where  the 
Prince  had  the  greateft  influence ;  ñor,  fince  that 
change,  have  the  States  ufed  to  refolve  any  important 
matter  without  his  advice.  Befides  all  this,  as  the 
States-General  reprefented  the  fovereign ty,  fo  did  the 
Prince  of  Orange  the  dignity,  of  this  State,  by  public 
guards,  and  the  attendance  of  all  military  officers ; 
by  the  application  of  all  foreign  minifters,  and  all  pre¬ 
tendeos  at  home ;  by  the  fplendor  of  his  court  and 
magnificence  of  his  expence  j  fupported  not  only  by 


Chap.  II.  Of  their  governnjent .  iig 

the  peníions  and  rights  of  his  feveral  charges  and 
commands,  but  by  a  mighty  patrimonial  revenue  in 
Jands  and  fovereign  principalities  and  lordfhips,  as 
well  in  France,  Germany,  and  Burgundy,  as  in  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces  ;  lo  as  Prince 
Henry  was  ufed  to  anfwer  fome  that  woukl  have  flat- 
tered  him  into  the  defigns  of  a  more  arbitrary  power, 
that  he  had  as  much  as  any  wife  Prince  woukl  delire 
in  that  State  ;  lince  he  wanted  none  indeed,  befides 
that  of  punifhing  men,  and  raifing  money ;  whereas 
he  had  rather  the  envy  of  the  firll  íhoukl  lie  upon  the 
forms  of  the  government,  and  he  knew  the  other 
could  never  be  fupported,  without  the  confent  of  the 
people,  to  that  degree  which  was  necefíary  for  the  de- 
fence  of  ío  frnall  a  State  againíl  fo  mighty  Princes  as 
their  neighbours. 

Upon  thefe  foundations  was  this  State  firft  eíla- 
bliíhed,  and  by  thefe  orders  maintained  till  the  death 
of  the  laft  Prince  of  Orange  :  when,  by  the  great  in- 
fluence  of  the  Province  of  Holland  among  the  reft, 
the  authority  of  the  Princes  carne  to  be  Ihared  amono’ 
the  feveral  magiftracies  of  the  State :  thofe  of  the 
cities  aíiumed  the  laft  nomination  of  their  feveral  Ma- 
giftrates;  the  States  Provincial,  the  difpofal  of  all 
military  commands  in  thofe  troops,  which  their  Atare 
was  to  pay ;  and  the  States-General,  the  command 
of  the  armies,  by  officers  of  their  own  appointment, 
fubftituted  and  changed  at  their  will.  No  power  re- 
mained  to  pardon  what  was  once  condemned  by  ricrour 
of  law  ;  ñor  any  perfon  to  reprefent  the  port  and'dig- 
nity  of  a  Sovereign  State :  both  which  could  not  fai! 
of  being  fenfibly  mifled  by  the  people  ;  fince  no  man 
in  particular  can  be  fecure  of  oífending,  or  woukl  there- 
fore  abfolutely  defpair  of  impunity  himfeif,  though  he 
would  have  others  do  fo  •,  and  men  are  generatly 
pleafed  with  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  a  government, 
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tiot  only  as  it  is  an  amufement  for  idle  people,  but  as 
it  is  a  mark  of  the  greatnefs,  honour,  and  riches  of 
their  country. 

However,  thefe  defeífs  were  for  near  twenty  years 
iupplied  in  fome  nieafure,  and  this  frame  fupported, 
by  the  great  authority  and  riches  of  the  Province  of 
Holland,  which  drew  a  fort  of  dependence  from  the 
other  fix-,  and  by  the  great  fufHciency,  integrity,  and 
conftancy  of  their  chief  Minifter,  and  by  the  effed  of 
both  in  the  profperous  fuccefles  of  their  aífairs  :  yet, 
Having  been  a  conftitution  ítrained  againft  the  current 
vein  and  humour  of  the  people,  it  was  always  evident, 
that,  upon  the  grovvth  of  this  young  Prince,  the  great 
virtues  and  qualities  he  derived  from  the  mixture  of 
fueh  royal  and  fueh  princely  blood,  could  notfail,  in 
time,  of  raifing  his  authority  to  equal  at  leaft,  if  not 
to  furpafs,  that  of  his  glorious  anceftors. 

Bécaufe  the  Curious  may  defire  to  know  fomethino- 
of  the  other  Provinces,  as  well  as  Holland,  at  leaft  in 
general,  and  where  they  differ ;  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  the  conftitutions  of  Gelderland,  Zealand,  and  U- 
trecht  agree  much  with  thofe  of  Holland  •,  the  States 
in  each  Province  being  compofed  of  Deputies  from 
the  Nobles  and  the  cities:  but  with  thefe  fmall  diffe- 
rences  ■,  in  Gelderland,  all  the  Nobles,  that  have  cer- 
tain  fees  or  lordíhips  in  the  Province,  have  fefiion ; 
they  compofe  one  half  of  the  States,  and  the  Deputies 
of  the  towns  the  other ;  and,  though  fome  certain  per- 
fons  among  them  are  deputed  to  the  States-General, 
yet  any  of  the  Noble;  of  Gelder  may  have  place  there, 
if  he  will  attend  at  his  own  charge. 

In  Zealand,  the  nobility  having  been  extinguifhed 
in  the  Spaniíh  wars,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  pof- 
fefting  the  marquifates  of  Fluíliing  and  Terveer,  his 
Highnefs  alone  makes  that  part  of  the  States  in  the 
Province,  by  the  quality  and  title  of  firft  or  fole 
Noble  of  Zealand ;  and  thereby  has,  by  his  Deputy, 
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thefiríl  place  and  voice  in  the  States  of  the  Province, 
the  Council  of  State,  and  Chamber  of  accounts  :  as 
Sovereign  of  Fluíhing  and  Terveer,  he  likewife  ere- 
ates  the  Magiftrates,  and  conlcquently  difpofes  the 
voices,  not  only  of  the  Nobles,  but  alfo  of  two  towns  j 
whereas  there  are  in  all  but  lix  that  lend  their  Depu- 
ties  to  the  States,  and  make  up  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Province. 

In  Utrecht,  beíides  the  Deputiesof  the  Nobles  and 
towns,  eight  Delegates  of  the  Clergy  have  feífion,  and 
make  a  third  member  in  the  States  of  the  Province. 
Thefe  are  elefted  out  of  the  four  great  Chapters  of 
the  town,  the  preferments  and  revenues  whereof 
(though  anciently  ecclefiaftical)  yet  are  now  poífeíled 
by  lay-perfens,  who  are  moft  cf  them  gentlemen  of 
the  Province. 

The  government  of  the  Province  of  Friezland  is 

wholly  diíferent  from  that  of  the  four  Provinces 

already  mentioned ;  and  is  compofed  of  four  mem- 

bers,  which  are  called,  the  Quarter  of  Oftergo,  confift- 

ing  of  eleven  Baillages ;  of  Weftergo,  confifting  of 

nine  ;  and  of  Seveawolden,  confifting  of  ten.  Each 

Baiílage  comprehends  a  certain  number  of  villages, 

ten,  twelve,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  according  to  their  fe- 

veral  extents.  The  fourth  member  confifts  of  the 

towns  of  the  Province,  which  are  eleven  in  number. 

Thefe  four  members  have  each  of  them  right  of 

fending  their  Deputies  to  the  States,  that  is,  two  cho- 

fen  out  of  every  Baiílage,  and  two  out  of  every  town. 

And  thefe  reprefent  the  fovereignty  of  the  Province, 

and  delibérate  and  conclude  of  all  affairs,  of  what 
•  *  ' 

mportance  foever,  without  any  recourfe  to  thofe  who 
deputed  them,  or  obligation  to  know  their  intentions; 
which  the  Deputies  of  all  the  former  Provinces  are 
ftriflly  bound  to,  and  either  muft  follow  the  inftruc- 
tions  they  bring  with  them  to  the  aflembly,  orknovv 
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the  refolutión  of  their  principáis,  befcre  they  concludé 
of  any  new  aftair  tliat  ariíes. 

In  the  other  Provinces,  the  nobles  of  the  towns 
chufe  the  Deputies  which  compofe  the  State;  but, 
in  Friezland,  the  conílitution  is  of  quite  another 
fort :  for  every  Baillage,  which  is  compofed  of  a  cer-  . 
tain  extent  of  country  and  number  of  villages  (as  has 
been  faid)  is  governed  by  a  Bailie,  whom,  in  their 
language,  they  cali  Greetman ;  and  this  officer  governs 
his  circuit,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  certain  number  of 
perfons  who  are  called  his  aflfeíTors,  who  together 
judge  of  all  civil  caufes  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  with 
appeal  to  the  court  of  juftice  of  the  Province.  When 
the  States  are  convoked,  every  Bailie  aflembles  toge¬ 
ther  all  the  perfons  of  what  quality  foever,  who  pof- 
fefs  a  certain  quantity  of  lands  within  his  diftriót ;  and 
thefe  men,  by  moft  voices,  ñame  the  two  Deputies 
which  each  Baillage  fends  to  the  afíembly  of  the 
States. 

This  afíembly,  as  it  reprefents  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Province,  ib  it  difpofes  of  all  vacant  charges, 
chufes  the  nine  Deputies  who  compofe  that  perma- 
nent  coliche  which  is  the  Ccuncil  of  State  of  the  Pro- 
vince,  and  likewife  twelve  Counfellors  (that  is,  three 
for  every  quarter)  who  compofe  the  court  of  juftice 
of  the  Province,  and  judge  of  all  civil  caufes  in  the 
laft  refort,  but  of  all  criminal  frcm  the  firft  inftance, 
there  being  no  other  criminal  jurifdiftion,  but  this 
only,  through  the  Province ;  whereas,  in  the  other 
Provinces,  there  is  no  town  which  has  it  not  with¬ 
in  itfelf ;  and  feveral,  both  Lords,  and  villages,  have 
the  high  and  low  juftice  belonging  to  them. 

In  the  Province  of  Groninguen,  which  is  upon  the 
fame  traól  of  land,  the  eledlions  of  the  Deputies 
out  of  the  country  are  made  as  in  Friezland,  by 
perfons  poíTeíTed  of  fet  proportions  of  land ;  but,  in 
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Overyífel,  all  Nobles  who  are  qualified  by  having 
feigneurial  lands,  malee  a  part  of  the  States. 

Thefe  three  Provinces,  with  Weftphalia,  and  all 
thofe  countries  between  the  Wezer,  the  Y fiel,  and 
the  Rhine,  were  the  featof  the  ancient  Frizons,  who, 
under  the  ñame  of  Saxons  (given  them  from  the  wea- 
pon  they  wore,  made  like  a  feithe,  with  the  edge  out- 
wards,  and  called  in  their  language  Seaxes)  were  the 
fierce  conquerors  of  our  Britifti  Iíland,  being  called 
in  upon  the  defertion  of  the  Román  forces,  and  the 
cruel  incurñons  of  the  Pifts,  againít  a  people  whofe 
long  wars,  at  firft  with  the  Romans,  and  afterwards 
fervitude  under  them,  had  exhauíled  all  the  braveít 
blood  of  their  nation,  either  in  their  own,  or  their 
malters,  fucceeding  quarrels,  and  depreífed  the  hearts 
and  courages  of  the  reft. 

The  Biíhop  of  Munfter,  whofe  territories  lie  in  this 
tradl  of  land,  gave  me  the  firft  certain  evidences  of 
thofe  being  the  feats  of  our  ancient  Saxons,  which 
have  fince  been  confirmed  to  me  by  many  things  I 
have  obferved  in  reading  the  ftories  of  thofe  times, 
and  by  what  has  been  aífirmed  to  me  upon  enquiry  of 
the  Frizons  oíd  language  having  ftill  lo  great  aífinity 
with  our  oíd  Englifh,  as  to  appear  eafily  to  have 
been  the  fame  ;  moft  of  their  words  ftill  retaining  the 
fame  fignification  and  found,  very  different  from  the 
language  of  the  Hollanders.  This  is  the  moft  re- 
markable  in  a  little  town  called  Malcuera  upon  the 
Zudder  fea,  in  Friezland,  which  is  ftill  built  after 
the  fafhion  of  the  oíd  Germán  villages,  deferibed  by 
Tacitus ;  without  any  ufe  or  obfervation  of  fines  or 
angles,  but  as  if  every  man  had  built  in  a  common 
field,  juft  where  he  had  a  mind,  fo  as  a  ftranger,  when 
he  goes  in,  muft  have  a  guide  to  find  the  way  out 
again. 

Upon  thefe  informations  and  remarks,  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  account  afterwards  given  me  oí  the  conftitu- 
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tions  or  the  Province  of  Friezland,  lo  el  i  fíe  re  nt  from 
the  others ;  I  began  to  make  refleétions  upon  them  as 
the  likelieft  origináis  of  many  ancient  conftitutions  a- 
mong  us,  of  which  no  others  can  be  found,  and  which 
may  ieem  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  Saxons  here, 
and  by  their  long  and  abfolute  poíleffion  of  that  part 
oí  the  iíle,  called  England,  to  have  been  fo  planted 
and  rooted  among  us,  as  to  have  waded  fafe,  in  a 
great  meafure,  through  the  fucceeding  inundations 
and  conquefts  of  the  Daniíh  and  Norman  nations. 
And,  perhaps,  there  may  be  much  matter  found  for 
the  curious  remarles  of  lome  diligent  and  ftudious  an- 
tiquaries,  in  the  comparifons  of  the  Bailli  or  Greet- 
man  among  the  Frizons,  wifh  our  SherifF:  of  their 
AíTeffors,  with  our  juílices  of  the  peace :  of  their 
judging  civil  caufes  in  their  diftriít,  upon  the  firft 
refort,  but  not  vvithout  appeal,  with  the  courfe  of 
our  Quarter-SeíTions :  of  their  chief  judicature,  be- 
ing  compofed  of  Counfellors  of  four  leveral  quarters, 
with  our  four  circuits.  Of  thefe  being  the  common 
criminal  judicature  of  the  country :  oí  the  compofi- 
tion  of  their  States,  with  our  Parliament,  at  leaft, 
our  houfe  of  Commons :  in  the  particulars  of  two 
Deputies  being  chofen  from  each  town,  as  v/ith  us, 
and  two  from  each  Baillage,  as  from  each  county 
here :  and  thefe  laíl  by  volees  of  all  perfons  poflefled 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  and  at  a  meeting  af- 
fembled  by  the  Greetman  to  that  purpofe :  and  thefe 
Deputies  having  power  to  refolve  of  all  matters  with- 
out  refort  to  thofe  that  chufe  them,  or  knovvledge 
of  their  intentions  ■,  which  are  all  circumílances 
agreeing  with  our  conftitutions,  but  abfolutely  dif- 
fering  from  thofe  of  the  other  Provinces  in  the  U- 
nited  States,  and  from  the  compofition,  I  think,  of 
the  States,  either  now,  or  formerly,  ufed  in  the  other 
nations  of  Europe. 
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Tg  this  original,  I  fuppofe,  we  likewife  owe  what 
I  have  often  wondered  at,  that  in  England  we  neither 
fee,  ñor  find  upon  record,  any  Lord,  or  lordfhip  that 
pretends  to  have  the  exercife  of  judicature  belonging 
to  it,  either  that  which  is  called  high  or  low  juítice, 
which  feems  to  be  a  badge  of  fome  ancient  fovereign- 
ty :  though  we  fee  them  ver  y  frequent  among  our 
neighbours,  both  under  more  arbitrary  monarchie* 
and  under  the  moít  free  and  popular  States. 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  their  Jituation . 

HOlland,  Zealand,  Friezland,  and  Groninguen 
are  feated  upon  the  fea,  and  make  the  ítrength 
and  greatnefs  of  this  State :  the  other  three,  with  the 
conquered  towns  in  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Cleve, 
make  only  the  outworks  or  frontiers,  ferving  chiefly 
forfafety  and  defence  of  thefe.  No  man  can  tell  the 
Frange  and  mighty  changes,  that  may  have  been  made 
in  the  face  and  bounds  of  maritime  countries,  at  one 
time  or  other,  by  furious  inundations,  upon  the  un- 
ufual  concurrence  of  land-floods,  winds,  and  tides ; 
and  therefore  no  man  knows,  whether  the  Province 
of  Holland  may  not  have  been,  in  fome  paft  ages,  all 
wood,  and  rough  unequal  ground,  as  fome  oíd  tra- 
ditions  go ;  and  levelled  to  what  we  fee,  by  the  fea’s 
breaking  in,  and  continuing  long  upon  the  land, 
fince  recovered  by  its  recefs,  and  with  the  help  of 
induílry.  For  it  is  evident,  that  the  fea,  for  fome 
fpace  of  years,  advances  continually  upon  one  coaíf, 
retiring  from  the  oppofite ;  and,  in  another  age, 
quite  changes  this  courfe,  yielding  up  what  it  had 
feized,  and  feizing  what  it  had  yielded  up,  without 
any  reafon  to  be  given  of  fuch  contrary  motions. 
But,  I  fuppofe,  this  great  change  was  made  in  Hol¬ 
land, 
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land,  when  the  fea  firíl  parted  England  from  the  con- 
tinent,  breaking  through  a  neck  of  land  betweenDo' 
ver  and  Calais ;  which  may  be  a  tale,  but  I  am  fure 
is  no  record.  It  is  certain,  on  the  contrary,  that  fix- 
teen  hundred  years  ago  there  was  no  ufual  mention 
or  memory  of  any  fuch  changes ;  and  that  the  face  of 
all  thefe  coafts,  and  nature  of  the  foil,  efpecially  that 
of  Holland,  was  much  as  it  is  now ;  allowing  only 
the  improvements,  of  riches,  time,  and  induftry ; 
which  appears  by  the  defcription  made  in  Tacitus% 
both  of  the  limits  of  the  iíle  of  Batavia,  and  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  as  well  as  the  climate,  with  the  very  ñames 
and  courle  of  rivers,  ítill  remaining. 

Itis  likely,  the  changes  arrived  íince  that  age  in 
thefe  countries  may  have  been  made  by  ítoppages 
grown  in  time  with  the  rolling  of  fands  upon  die 
mouths  of  three  great  rivers,  which  difembogued  in¬ 
to  the  fea  through  the  coafts  of  thefe  Provinces ;  that 
is,  the  Rhine,  the  Maes,  and  the  Scheld.  The  an- 
cient  Rhine  divided,  where  Skenckfconce  now  ftands, 
into  mo  rivers ;  of  which,  one  kept  the  ñame,  til], 
running  near  Leyden,  it  fell  into  the  fea  at  Catv/ick; 
where  are  ftill  feen,  at  low  tides,  the  foundations  of 
an  ancient  Román  Caftle  that  commanded  the  mouth 
of  this  river :  but  this  is  wholly  ftopped  up,  though 
a  great  canal  ftill  preferves  the  ñame  of  the  oíd  Rhine. 
The  Maes,  running  by  Dort  and  Rotterdam,  fell, 
as  it  now  does,  into  the  fea  at  the  Briel,  with  micrh- 
ty  iífues  of  water  j  but  the  fands,  gathered  for  three 
or  four  leagues  upon  this  coaft,  make  the  haven  ex¬ 
treme  dangerous,  without  great  íkill  of  pilots,  and 

b  *  Rhenus — apud  principium  agri  Bataví  velutin  dúos  amnes  di- 
viditur—ad  Gallicam  ripam  latior  et  placidior,  verfo  cognomento 
Vahalem  accolae  dicunt,  mox  id  quoque  vocabulum  mutat  Mofa 
Bumine,  ejufque  immenfo  ore  eundem  in  oceanum  eíFunditur. 

Cum  interim  flexu  autumni,  et  crebris  imbribus  íiiperfufus  amnis, 
paluílrem  humilemque  infulam  in  faciem  ílagni  opplevit. 
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ufe  of  pilot-boats,  that  come  out  with  every  tide,  to 
welcome  and  fecure  the  íhips  bound  for  that  river : 
and  it  is  probaole,  that  thefe  fands,  having  obílruóted 
the  frce  courfe  of  the  river,  have  at  times  caufed  or 
increafed  thofe  inundations,  out  of  which  fo  many 
iflands  have  been  recovered,  and  of  which  that  part 
of  the  country  is  fo  much  compofed. 

The  Scheld  feems  to  have  had  its  iíTue  by  Walche- 
rin  in  Zealand,  which  was  an  iíland  in  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  till  the  inundations  of  that,  and  the  Maes, 
feem  to  have  been  joined  together  by  fome  great 
helps  or  irruptions  of  the  fea,  by  which  the  whole 
country  was  overwhelmed,  which  now  makes  that 
inland  fea  that  ferves  for  a  common  paífage  betweea 
Holland,  Zealand,  Flanders,  and  Erabant :  the  fea, 
for  fome  leagues  from  Zealand,  lies  generally  upon 
fuch  banks  of  fand,  as  it  does  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
Maes,  though  feparated  by  fomething  better  chan- 
néls  than  are  found  in  the  other. 

That  which  feems  likelieft  to  have  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  ftopping  up  wholly  one  of  thefe  rivers,  and 
obftrudling  the  others,  is  the  courfe  of  weíterly  winds 
(which  drive  upon  this  fhore)  being  fo  much  more 
conftant  and  violent  than  the  Eaft  :  for,  taking  the 
feafons  and  years  one  with  another,  I  fuppofe,  there 
will  be  obferved  three  parts  of  Wefterly  for  one 
Eaílerly  wind  :  befides,  that  thefe  generally  attend 
the  calm  frofts  and  fair  weather ;  and  the  other  ítor- 
my  and  foul.  And  I  have  had  occafion  to  make  ex- 
periment  of  the  fands  rifing  and  finking  before  a  ha- 
ven,  by  two  fits  of  thefe  contrary  winds,  above  four 
feet.  This,  I  prefume,  is  likewife  the  natural  reafon 
of  fo  many  deep  and  commodious  havens  found  up¬ 
on  all  the  Engliíh  fide  of  the  channel,  and  fo  few 
(or  indeed  none)  upon  the  French  and  Dutch  :  an 
advantage  feeming  to  be  given  us  by  nature,  and  ne- 

ver 
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ver  to  be  equalled  by  any  art  or  expence  of  our  neigh- 
bours. 

I  remember  no  mention  in  ancient  authors  of  that 
which  ís  now  called  the  Zudder  fea ;  which  malees 
me  imagine  that  it  may  have  been  formed  likewife  by 
lome  great  inundation,  breaking  in  between  the  Tef- 
fel-iflands,  and  others,  that  lie  ítill  in  a  line  conti- 
guous,  and  like  the  broken  remainders  of  a  conti- 
nued  coaft.  Xhis  feems  more  probable,  from  the 
great  fhallownefs  of  that  fea,  and  flatnefs  of  the 
fands,  upon  the  whole  extent  of  it;  from  the  vio- 
lent  rage  of  the  waters  breaking  in  that  way,  which 
threaten  the  parts  of  North-Holland  about  Meden- 
blick  and  Enchufen,  and  brave  it  over  the  higheít 
and  ílrongeíl  digues  of  the  Province,  upon  every 
high  tide,  and  ítorm  at  North-Weíl;  as  likewife 
from  the  ñames  of  Eaít  and  Weít  Friezland,  which 
lhould  have  been  one  continent,  till  divided  by  this 
fea:  for,  in  the  time  of  Tacitus%  no  other  diilinc- 
tion  was  known,  but  that  of  greater  or  leífer  Frizons, 
and  that  only  from  the  mealure  of  their  numbers,  or 
forces;  and,  thougn  they  were  faid  to  have  great 
lakes  among  them,  yet  that  word  feems  to  import 
they  were  of  freíh  water,  which  is  made  yet  plainer 
by  the  w'ord d  ambiunt,  that  íhews  thofe  lakes  to  have 
been  inhabited  round  by  thefe  nations ;  from  all  this 
I  lhould  guefs,  that  the  more  inland  part  of  the  Zud¬ 
der  fea  was  one  of  the  lakes  there  mentioned,  be¬ 
tween  which  and  the  TeíTel  and  Ulie  iílands  there  lay 
anciently  a  great  tracl  of  land  (where  the  fands  are 
ílill  lo  fhallow,  and  fo  continued,  as  leems  to  make 
it  evident)  but  fince  covered  by  fome  great  irrupti- 
ons  of  waters,  that  joined  thofe  of  the  fea  and  the 
lake  together,  and  thereby  made  that  great  bay,  now 

c  A  fronte  Frifii  excipiunt :  majoribns  minoribufque  Frifiis  voca- 
bulum  eíi,  ex  modo  virium :  utraeque  nationes  ufque  ad  oceanum 
Rheno  praetexuntur. 

*  Ambiuntque  imraenfjs  infuper  lacus.  Tacit.  De  mor.  Ger. 

called 
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called  the  Zudder  fea,  by  favour  whereof  the  town 
of  Amfterdam  has  grown  to  be  the  moft  frequented 
haven  of  the  world. 

Whatever  it  was,  whether  nature  or  accident,  and 
npon  what  occaficn  foever  it  arrived,  the  foii  of  the 
whole  Province  of  Holland  is  generally  fíat,  like  the 
fea  in  a  calm,  and  looks  as  if,  after  a  long  conten- 
tion  between  land  and  water,  which  it  fhould  belong 
to,  it  had  at  length  been  divided  between  them  :  for 
to  confider  the  great  rivers,  and  the  ftrange  number 
of  canals  that  are  found  in  this  Province,  and  do  not 
only  lead  to  every  great  town,  but  almoft  to  every 
village,  and  every  farm-houfe  in  the  country*,  and 
the  infinity  of  fails  that  are  feen  every- where  courfing 
up  and  down  upon  them ;  one  would  imagine  the 
water  to  have  fhared  with  the  land,  and  the  people 
that  live  in  boats  to  hold  fome  proportion  with  thofe 
that  live  in  houfes.  And  this  is  one  great  advantage 
towards  trade,  which  is  natural  to  the  fituation,  and 
not  to  be  attained  in  any  country  where  there  is  not 
the  fame  level  and  foftnefs  of  foil,  which  makes  the 
cutting  of  canals  fo  eafy  work,  as  to  be  attempted 
almoft  by  every  prívate  man  :  and  one  horfe  fhall 
draw  in  a  boat  more  than  fifty  can  do  in  a  cart : 
whercas  carriage  makes  a  great  part  of  the  price  in  ail 
heavy  commodities :  and,  by  this  eTy  way  of  travel- 
ling,  an  induftrious  man  lofes  no  time  from  his  bu- 
finefs,  for  he  writes,  eats,  or  fleeps,  while  he  goes *, 
whereas  the  time  of  labouring  or  induftrious  men  is 
the  greateft  native  commodity  of  any  country. 

There  is,  befides,  one  very  great  lake  of  freíh  wa¬ 
ter  ftill  remaining  in  the  midft  of  this  Province,  by 
the  ñame  of  Harle  Maer,  which  might,  as  they  íay, 
be  eafily  drained,  and  would  thereby  make  a  mighty 
addition  of  land  to  a  country  where  nothing  is  more 
wanted  •,  and  receive  a  great  quantity  of  people,  in 
which  they  abound,  and  who  make  their  greatnefs  and 

riclies. 
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riches.  Much  difeourfe  there  has  been  about  fuch  arí 
#ttempt ;  but  the  city  of  Leyden,  having  no  other 
way  of  refrefhing  their  town,  or  renewing  the  wa¬ 
ter  of  their  canals,  but  from  this  Maer,  v/ill  never 
•  confent  to  i t.  On  the  other  fide,  Amíterdam  will 
ever  oppofe  the  opening  and  cleanfing  of  the  oíd 
channel  of  the  Rhine,  which,  they  fay,  might  eafily 
be  compaífed,  and  by  which  the  town  of  Ley  den 
would  grow  maritime,  and  fhare  a  great  part  of  the 
trade  now  engrofled  by  Amíterdam.  There  is  in 
North-Holland  an  eflay  already  made  at  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  draining  thefe  great  lakes,  by  one  of  about 
two  leagues  broad  having  been  made  firm  land,  with- 
in  thefe  forty  years  :  this  makes  that  part  of  the 
country  called  the  Bemfter,  being  now  the  richeít 
foil  of  the  Province,  lying  upon  a  dead  fíat,  divided 
with  canals,  and  the  ways  through  it  diítinguifhed 
with  ranges  of  trees,  which  make  the  pleafanteíl  fum- 
mer  landfcape  of  any  country  I  have  feen  of  that 
fort. 

Another  advantage  of  their  íltuation  for  trade  is 
made  by  thofe  two  great  rivers  of  the  Rhine  and 
Maes,  reaching  up,  and  navigable  fo  mighty  a  length, 
into  fo  rich  and  populous  countries  of  the  higher  and 
lower  Germany  •,  which  as  it  brings  down  all  the  com- 
modities  from  thofe  parts  to  the  magazines  of  Hol- 
land,  that  vent  them  by  their  fhipping  into  all  parts 
of  the  world,  where  the  market  calis  for  them ;  fo, 
with  fomething  more  labour  and  time,  it  returns  all 
the  merchandizes  of  other  parts  into  thofe  countries 
that  are  feated  upon  thofe  ftreams.  For  their  com- 
modious  feat,  as  to  the  trade  of  the  Straits,  or  Baltic, 
or  any  parts  of  the  ocean,  I  fee  no  advantage  they 
have  of  moft  parts  of  England ;  and  they  muft  cer- 
tainly  yield  to  many  w-e  poíiefs,  if  we  had  other  equai 
circumftances  to  valué  them. 
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The  lownefs  and  flatnefs  of  their  lands  maltes  in  a 
great  meafure  the  richnefs  of  their  l'oil,  that  is  eafily 
overflowed  every  winter,  fo  as  the  whole  country,  at 
that  feafon,  feems  to  lie  under  water,  which,  in  fpring, 
is  driven  out  again  by  milis.  But  that  which  mends 
the  earth,  fpoils  the  air,  which  would  be  ail  fog  and 
mift,  if  it  were  not  clearecl  by  the  fharpnefs  of  their 
frofts,  which  never  fail  with  every  Eaft  wind  for  a- 
bout  four  months  of  the  year,  and  are  much  fiercer 
than  in  the  fame  latitude  with  us,  becaufe  that  wind 
comes  to  them  over  a  mighty  length  of  dry  conti- 
nent ;  but  is  moiílened  by  the  vapours,  or  foftened 
by  the  warmth  of  the  fea’s  motion,  before  it  reaches 
us. 

And  this  is  the  greateft  difadvantage  of  trade  they 
receive  from  their  fituation,  though  neceífary  to  their 
health ;  becaufe  many  times  their  havens  are  all  íhut 
up  for  two  or  three  months  with  ice,  when  ours  are 
open  and  free. 

The  fierce  íharpnefs  of  thefe  winds  makes  the 
changes  of  their  weather  and  feafons  more  violent  and 
furprifing,  than  in  any  place  I  know  ;  fo  as  a  warm 
faint  air  turns  in  a  night  to  a  flharp  froft,  with  the 
wind  coming  into  the  North-Eaft :  and  the  contrary 
with  another  change  of  wind.  The  fpring  is  much 
íhorter,  and  lefs  agreeable,  than  with  us  ;  the  winter 
much  colder,  and  fome  parts  of  the  fummer  much 
hotter,  and  I  have  known,  more  than  once,  the  vi- 
olence  of  one  give  way  to  that  of  the  other,  like  the 
coid  fit  of  an  agüe  to  the  hot,  without  any  good  tem~ 
per  between. 

The  flatnefs  of  their  land  expofes  it  to  the  danger 
of  the  fea,  and  forces  them  to  infinite  charge  in  the 
continual  fences  and  repairs  of  their  banks  to  oppofe 
it;  which  employ  yearly  more  men,  than  all  the 
corn  of  the  Province  of  Holland  could  maintain  (as 
one  of  their  chief  Minifters  has  told  me.)  They  have 

lately 
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lately  found  the  common  fea-weed  to  be  the  beft  mar- 
terial  for  thefe  digues,  which,  faftened  with  a  thin 
mixture  of  earth,  yields  a  little  to  the  forcé  of  the  fea, 
and  returns  when  the  waves  give  back :  whether  they 
are  thereby  the  fafer  agamí!  water,  as,  they  fay,  houfes 
that  fhake  are  againft  wind  j  or  whether,  as  pious 
naturalifts  obferve,  all  things  carry  about  them  that 
which  ferves  for  a  remedy  againft  the  mifchief  they 
do  in  the  world. 

The  extreme  moifture  of  the  air  I  take  to  be  the 
occafion  of  the  great  neatnefs  of  their  houfes,  and 
cleanlinefs  in  their  towns.  For  without  the  help  of 
thofe  cuftoms  their  country  would  not  be  habitable 
by  fuch  crowds  of  people,  but  the  air  would  cor- 
rupt  upon  every  hot  feafon,  and  expofe  the  inha- 
bitants  to  general  and  infeftious  difeafes ;  which  they 
hardly  efcape  three  fummers  together,  efpecially  a- 
bout  Leyden,  where  the  waters  are  not  fo  eafily  re- 
newed ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  it  is,  that  Ley- 
den  is  found  to  be  the  neateft  and  cleanlieft  kept,  of 
all  their  towns. 

The  fame  moifture  of  air  makes  all  metáis  apt  to 
ruft  and  wood  to  mould ;  which  forces  them,  by  con¬ 
tinua!  pains  of  rubbing  and  fcowering,  to  feek  a  pre- 
vention,  or  cure  :  this  makes  the  brightnefs  and  deán- 
nefs  that  feems  affeéted  in  their  houfes,  and  is  called 
natural  to  them,  by  people  who  think  no  further.  So 
the  deepnefs  of  their  foil,  and  wetnefs  of  feafons, 
which  would  render  it  unpaflable,  forces  them,  not 
only  to  exaílnefs  of  paving  in  their  ftreets,  but  to  the 
expence  of  fo  long  cawfeys  between  many  of  their 
towns,  and  in  their  highways :  as,  indeed,  inoft  na- 
tional  cuftoms  are  the  effed  of  fome  unfeen  or  unob- 
ferved  natural  caufes  or  neceflities. 


[i53] 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Of  their  people  and  difpofitions. 

THE  people  of  Holland  may  be  divided  intó 
thefe  feveral  dalles  :  the  clowns  or  boors  (as 
they  cali  them)  who  cultívate  the  land :  the  mariners 
or  fchippers,  who  fupply  their  fhips  and  inland-boats  : 
the  merchants  or  traders,  who  fill  their  towns :  the 
Renteeners,  or  men  that  live  in  all  their  chief  citiss 
upon  the  rents  or  intereft  of  eftates  fórmerly  acqui- 
red  in  their  families  ;  and  the  Gentlemen*  and  officers 
of  their  armies. 

The  firít  are  a  race  of  people  diligent  rather  than 
íaborious ;  dull  and  ílow  of  underftanding,  and  fo 
not  dealt  with  by  haíly  words,  but  managed  eafily 
by  foft  and  fair ;  and  yielding  to  plain  reafon,  if  you 
give  them  time  to  underftand  it.  In  the  country  and 
villages  not  too  near  the  great  towns,  they  feem  plain 
and  honeft,  and  content  with  their  own ;  fo  that  if, 
in  bounty,  you  give  them  a  fhilling  for  what  is  worth 
but  a  groat,  they  will  take  the  current  pnce,  and 
give  you  the  reft  again  ;  if  you  bid  them  take  it, 
they  know  not  what  you  mean,  and  fometimes  aík, 
if  you  are  a  fool.  They  know  no  other  good  but  the 
fupply  of  what  nature  requires,  and  the  common  in- 
creafe  of  wealth.  They  feed  moflí  upon  herbs,  roots, 
and  milks  ;  and  by  that  means,  I  fuppofe,  neither 
their  ftrength  ñor  vigour  feem  anfwerable  to  the  fize 
or  bulk  of  their  bodies. 

The  mariners  are  a  plain,  but  much  rougher  people ; 
whether  from  the  element  they  live  in,  or  from  their 
íbod,  which  is  generally  fifh  and  corn,  and  heartier 
than  that  of  the  boors.  They  arefurly  and  ill-man- 
nered,  which  is  miftaken  for  pride ;  but,  I  believe,  is 
learned,  as  all  manners  are,  by  the  converfation  we 
\ql,  l  L  ufe, 
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üfe.  Now  theirs  lying  only  among  one  another,  or 
with  winds  and  waves,  which  are  not  moved  or 
wrought  upon  by  any  language  or  obfervance,  or  to 
be  dealt  with,  but  by  pains  and  by  patience  ;  thefe  are 
all  the  qualities  their  mariners  have  learned  ;  their  va- 
loür  is  paffive  rather  than  aótive ;  and  their  language 
is  little  more,  than  what  is  of  neceíTary  ufe  to  their 
bufinefs. 

The  merchants  and  tradefmen,  both  the  greater 
and  mechanic,  iiving  in  towns  that  are  of  great  refort, 
both  by  ftrangers  and  pafíengers  of  their  own,  are 
more  mercurial  (wit  being  fharpened  by  commerce 
and  converfation  of  cines)  though  they  are  not  very 
inventive,  which  is  the  gift  of  warmer  heads ;  yet  are 
they  great  in  imitation,  and  fo  far,  many  times,  as 
goes  beyond  origináis :  of  mighty  induítry,  and  con- 
ftant  application  to  the  ends  they  propofe  and  purfue, 
They  make  ufe  of  their  fkill,  and  their  wit,  to  take 
advantage  of  other  men’s  ignorance  and  folly  they 
dealwith  •,  are  great  exaóters,  where  the  law  is  in  their 
own  hands :  in  other  poin'ts,  where  they  deal  with 
men  that  underfland  like  themfelves,  and  are  under 
the  reach  ofjuílice  and  laws,  they  are  the  plaineíland 
beít  dealers  in  the  world  ;  which  feems  not  to  grow 
fo  much  from  a  principie  of  confcience,  or  morality, 
as  from  a  cuftom  or  habit  introduced  by  the  neceífity 
of  trade  among  them,  which  depends  as  much  upon 
common  honefty,  as  war  does  upon  difcipline ;  and 
without  which  all  would  break  up,  merchants  would 
turn  pedlars,  and  foldiers  thieves. 

Thofe  families,  which  live  upon  their  patrimonial 
eílates  in  all  the  great  cities,  are  a  people  differently 
bred  and  mannered  from  the  traders,  though  like  them 
in  the  modeíty  of  garb  and  habit,.  and  the  párfimony 
of  livino-.  Their  youth  are  generally  bred  up  at  fchools, 
and  at  the  univerílties  at  Leyden  orUtrecht,  in  the 
common  ftudies  of  human  learning,  but  chieñy  of  the 
c  "  civil 
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civil  law,  which  is  that  of  their  country,  at  leaft  as 
far  as  it  is  fo  in  Frailee  and  Spain.  For  (as  much  as  I 
underftand  of  thofe  countrics)  no  decifions  or  decrees 
of  the  civil  law,  ñor  conftitutions  of  the  Román  Em- 
perors,  have  the  forcé  or  current  of  law  among  them, 
as  is  commonly  believed,  but  only  the  forcé  of  reafons 
when  alledged  before  their  courts  of  judicature,  as  far 
ás  the  authority  of  men  eíteemed  wife  paífes  for  rea- 
fon  :  but  the  ancient  cuftoms  of  thofe  feveral  coun- 
tries,  and  the  ordonnances  of  their  Kings  andPrinces, 
confented  to  by  the  Eftates,  or  in  France  verified  by 
Parliaments,  have  only  the  ftrength  and  authority  of 
law  among  them, 

Where  thefe  families  are  rich,  their  youths,  after 
the  courfe  of  their  ftudies  at  lióme,  travel  for  fome 
years,  as  the  fons  of  our  gentry  ufe  to  do  ;  but  their 
journeys  are  chiefly  into  England  and  France,  not 
much  into  Italy,  feldomer  into  Spain,  ñor  often  into 
the  more  ñor  them  coun  tries,  unlefs  in  company  or 
train  of  their  public  Minifters.  The  chief  end  of  their 
breeding  is,  to  make  them  fit  for  the  fervice  of  their 
country  in  the  magiílracy  of  their  towns,  their  Pro- 
vinces,  and  their  State.  And  of  thefe  kind  of  men 
are  the  civil  officers  of  this  government  generally  com- 
pofed,  being  defeended  of  families  who  have  many 
times  been  conftantly  in  the  magiílracy  of  their  na- 
tive  towns  for  many  years,  and  fome  for  feveral  ages. 

Such  were  moíl  or  all  of  the  chief  Minifters,  and 
the  perfons  that  compofed  their  chief  councils,  in  the 
time  of  my  refidence  among  them ;  and  not  men  of 
mean  or  méchame  trades,  as  it  is  commonly  received 
among  foreigners,  and  makes  the  fubjeél  of  comical 
jefts  upon  their  government.  This  does  not  exelude 
many  merchants,  or  traders  in  grofs,  from  being  of¬ 
ten  feeíi  in  the  offices  of  their  cities,  and  fometimes 
deputed  to  their  States  ;  ñor  feveral  of  their  States 
from  turning  their  ftocks  in  the  management  of  foqie 

L  2  very 
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Very  beneficial  trade  by  fervants,  and  houfes  mairi- 
tained  to  that  purpoíe.  But  the  generality  of  the  States 
and  Magiítrates  are  of  the  other  fort  *,  their  eftates 
confifting  in  the  penfions  of  their  public  charges,  in 
the  rents  of  lands,  or  intereft  of  money  upon  the 
Cantores,  or  in  aftions  of  the  Eaft-India  compan^ 
or  in  íharés  upon  the  adventures  of  great  trading  mer- 
chants. 

Ñor  do  thefe  families,  haBituated  as  it  were  to  the 
magiftracy  of  their  towns  and  provinces,  ufually  ar^ 
rive  at  great  or  exceffive  riches ;  the  falaries  of  pub¬ 
lic  employments  and  intereft  being  low,  but  the  re- 
venue  of  lands  being  yet  very  much  lower,  and  feb 
dom  exceeding  the  profit  of  two  ín  the  hundred.  They 
content  themielves  with  the  honour  of  being  ufeful 
to  the  public,  with  the  efteeríl  of  their  cities  or  their 
country,  and  with  the  eafe  of  their  fortunes  *,  which 
feldom  fails,  by  the  frugality  of  their  living,  gro\Vri 
üniverfal  by  being  (I  fuppofe)  at  firft  neceffary,  btltr 
fince  honourable,  among  them. 

The  mighty  growth  and  excefs  of  riches  is  feen  a- 
mong  the  merchants  and  traders,  whofe  applicatiorí 
lies  wholly  that  way,  and  who  are  the  better  content 
to  have  fo  little  lloare  in  the  government,  deñring  only 
fecurity  in  what  they  poíTefs  ;  troubled  with  no  cares 
but  thofe  of  their  fortunes,  and  the  management  of 
their  trades,  and  turning  the  reft  óf  their  time  and 
thought  to  the  divertifement  of  their  lives.  Yet  thefe, 
when  they  attain  great  wealth,  chufe  to  breed  up 
their  fons  in  the  way,  and  marry  their  daughters  in- 
to  the  families,  of  thofe  others  moft  generally  credi- 
ted  in  their  towns,  and  verted  in  their  magiftracies ; 
and  thereby  introduce  their  families  into  the  way  of 
government  and  honour,  which  confifts  not  here  in 
titles,  but  ín  public  employments.. 

The  next  rank  among  them  is  that  of  their  Gen- 
tlemen  or  Nobles,  who,  in  the  province  of  Holland 
.  •  . 
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(to  which  I  chiefly  confine  thefe  obfervations)  are  ve- 
ry  few,  moft  of  the  families  having  been  extinguifh-r 
ed  in  the  long  wars  with  Spain.  But  thofe  that  re- 
main,  are  in  a  manner  all  employed  in  the  military 
or  civil  charges  of  the  Province  or  State.  Theie  are, 
in  their  cuftoms,  and  manners,  and  way  of  living,  a 
good  deal  different  from  the  reft  of  the  people  ;  and, 
having  been  bred  much  abroad,  rather  affeót  the  garb 
of  their  neighbour-courts,  than  the  popular  air  of 
their  own  country.  They  valué  themfelves  more  up- 
on  their  Nobility,  than  men  do  in  other  countries, 
where  it  is  more  common  •,  and  would  think  them¬ 
felves  utterly  difhonoured  by  the  marriage  of  one  that 
was  not  of  their  rank,  though  it  vvere  to  make  up 
the  broken  fortune  of  a  noble  family  by  the  wealth 
of  a  Plebeian.  They  ítrive  to  imitate  the  French  in 
their  mien,  their  cloaths,  their  way  of  talk,  of  eating, 
of  gallantry  or  debauchery  •,  and  are?  in  my  mind, 
fomething  worfe  than  they  would  be,  by  affefling  to 
be  better  than  they  need ;  making  fometimes  but  ill 
copies,  whereas  they  might  be  good  origináis,  by  re- 
fining  or  improving  the  cuftoms  or  virtues  proper  to 
their  own  country  and  climate.  They  are  otherwife 
an  honeft,  well-natured,  friendly,  and  gentlemanly 
íort  of  men,  and  acquit  themfelves  generally  with  ho- 
nour  and  merit,  where  their  country  employs  them. 

The  officers  of  their  armies  live  after  the  cuftoms 
and  faíhions  of  the  gentlemen  ;  and  fo  do  many  fons 
of  the  rich  merchants,  who,  returning  from  travel  a- 
broad,  have  more  defigns  upon  their  own  pleafure, 
and  the  vanity  of  appearing,  than  upon  the  fervice  of 
their  country :  or,  if  they  pretend  to  eriter  into  that, 
it  is  rather  by  the  army  than  the  State.  And  all  thefe 
are  generally  defirous  to  fee  a  court  in  their  country, 
that  they  ni  ay  valué  themfelves  at  home,  by  the  qua- 
lities  they  have  learned  abroad ;  and  make  a  figure 
which  agrees  better  with  their  own  humour,  and  the 
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manner  of  courts,  than  with  the  cuftoms  and  orders 
that  prevail  in  more  popular  governments. 

There  are  fome  cuftoms,  or  difpofitions,  thatfeem 
to  run  generally  through  all  thefe  degrees  of  men  a- 
mong  them as  great  frugality,  and  order,  in  their 
expences.  Their  common  riches  lie  in  every  man’s 
having  more  than  he  fpends  ;  or,  to  fay  it  more  pro- 
perly,  in  every  man’s  fpending  lefs  than  he  has  coming 
in,  be  that  what  it  will :  ñor  does  it  enter  into  men’s 
heads  ainong  them,  that  the  common  port  or  courfe 
of  expence  fhould  equal  the  revenue ;  and,  when  this 
happens,  they  think  at  leaft  they  have  lived  that  year 
to  no  purpofe ;  and  the  train  of  it  difcredits  a  man 
among  them,  as  much  as  any  vicious  or  prodigal  ex- 
travagance  does  in  other  countries.  This  enables 
every  man  to  bear  their  extreme  taxes,  and  makes 
them  lefs  fenfible  than  they  would  be  in  other  places  *, 
for  he  that  lives  upon  two  parts  in  five  of  what  he 
has  coming  in,  if  he  pays  two  more  to  the  State,  he 
does  but  part  with  what  he  fhould  have  laid  up,  and 
had  no  prefent  ufe  for  ;  whereas  he  that  fpends  year- 
ly  what  he  receives,  if  he  pays  but  the  fiftieth  part  to 
the  public,  it  goes  from  him,  like  that  which  was  ne- 
cefíary  to  buy  bread  or  cloaths  for  himfelf  or  his  fa- 
mily. 

This  makes  the  beauty  and  ftrength  of  their  towns, 
the  commodioufhefs  of  travelling  in  their  country  by 
their  canals,  bridges,  and  cawfeys ;  the  pleafantnefs 
of  their  walks,  and  their  grafts  in  and  near  all  their 
cides:  and,  in  fhort,  the  beauty,  convenience,  and 
fometimes  magnificence,  of  all  public  works,  to 
which  every  man  pays  as  wilijngly,  and  takes  as  much 
pléafure  and  vanity  in  them,  as  thofe  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  do  in  the  fame  circumftances,  among  the  pofief- 
fions  of  their  families,  or  prívate  inheritance.  What 
they  can  fpare,  befides  the  neceífary  expence  of  their 
domeftique,  the  public  payments,  and  the  common 
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courfe  of  ítill  increafing  their  ftock,  is  laid  out  in  the 
fabric,  adornment,  or  furniture  of  their  houfes,  things 
not  ío  tranfitory,  or  fo  prejudicial  to  heakh  and  to 
bufinefs,  as  the  conflant  exceífes  and  luxury  of  ti¬ 
bies  ;  ñor  perhaps  altogether  fo  vain  as  the  extrava- 
gant  expences  of  cloaths  and  attendance ;  a  t  leaít, 
thefe  end  wholly  in  a  man’s  felf,  and  the  fatisfadion 
of  his  perfonal  humour  ;  whereas  the  other  make  not 
only  the  riches  of  a  family,  but  contribute  much  to~ 
wards  the  public  beauty  and  honour  of  a  country, 

The  order,  in  caíling  up  their  expences,  is  fogreat 
and  general,  that  no  man  offers  at  any  undertaking 
which  he  is  not  prepared  for,  and  maíter  of  his  de¬ 
fign,  before  he  begins ;  fo  as  I  have  neithcr  obferved 
ñor  heard  of  any  building,  public  or  prívate,  that  has 
not  been  finiíhed  in  the  time  defigned  for  it.  So  are 
their  canals,  cawfeys,  and  bridges  ;  fo  was  their  way, 
from  the  Hague  to  Skeveling,  a  work  that  might 
have  become  the  oíd  Romans,  confidering  how  foon 
it  was  difpatched.  The  houfe  at  the  Hague,  built 
purpofely  for  caíling  of  cannon,  was  finiíhed  in  one 
-fummer,  during  the  heat  of  the  firít  Engliíh  war,  and 
looked  rather  like  a  defign  of  vanity  in  their  govern- 
ment,  than  neceffitv  or  ufe.  The  fiadthoufe  of  Am- 
fterdam  has  been  left  purpofely  to  time,  without  any 
jimitation  in  the  firít  defign,  either  of  that,  or  of  ex- 
pence  ^  both  that  the  diligence  and  the  genius  of  fo 
many  fucceeding  Magiílrates  fhould  be  employed 
in  the  colleétion  of  all  things,  that  could  be  eíleem- 
ed  proper  to  increafe  the  beauty  or  magnificence  of 
that  ílrudure  ;  and,  perhaps,  a  little  to  reprieve  the 
experiment  of  a  current  predidion,  That  the  trade 
of  that  city  fhould  begin  to  fall,  the  fame  year  the 
itadthoufe  íhould  be  finiíhed,  as  it  did  at  Antwerp. 

Charity  feems  to  be  very  national  among  ..them, 
though  it  be  regulated  by  orders  of  the  country,  and 
.qot  ufually  moved  by  the  common  objeds  of  com- 
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paffion.  But  it  is  feen  in  the  admirable  proviíions 
that  are  made  out  of  it  for  all  forts  of  perions  that- 
can  want,  or  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  government.  A.~ 
mong  the  many  and  various  hofpitals,  that  are  in  e- 
very  man’s  curiofity  and  talk  that  travels  their  coun- 
try,  I  was  affefted  with  none  more  than  that  of  the 
aged  feamen  at  Enchuyfen,  which  is  contrived,  finifhed, 
and  ordered,  as  if  it  were  done  with  a  kind  intention 
of  fome  well-natured  man,  that  thofe,  who  had  paífed 
their  whoie  lives  in  the  hardíhips  and  incommodities 
of  the  fea,  fhould  find  a  retreat  ftored  with  all  the 
eafes  and  conveniences,  that  oíd  age  is  capable  of 
feeling  and  enjoying.  And  here  I  met  with  the  only 
rich  man,  that  ever  I  faw  in  my  life :  for  one  of  theíe 
oíd  feamen  entertaining  me  a  good  while  with  the 
plain  íiories  of  his  fifty  years  voyages  and  adventures, 
while  I  was  viewing  their  hofpital,  and  the  church  ad- 
joining ;  I  gave  him,  at  parting,  a  piece  of  their  coin 
about  the  valué  of  a  crown  :  he  took  it  fmiling,  and 
offered  it  me  again  ;  but,  when  I  refufed  it,  he  aíked 
me,  What  he  íhould  do  with  money  ?  for  all,  that 
ever  they  wanted,  was  provided  for  them  at  their 
houfe.  I  left  him  to  overeóme  his  modeíly  as  he 
eould ;  but  a  fervant,  coming  after  me,  faw  him  give 
it  to  a  little  g'irl  that  opened  the  church-door,  as  íhe 
paífed  by  him  :  which  made  me  refleít  upon  the  fan- 
taftic  calculation  of  riches  and  poverty  that  is  current 
in  the  world,  by  which  a  man,  that  wants  a  million, 
is  a  Prince  ;  he,  that  wants  but  a  groat,  is  a  beggar ; 
and  this  was  a  poor  man,  that  wanted  nothing  at  all. 

In  general,  all  appetites  and  paífions  feem  to  rup 
lower  and  cooler  here,  than  in  other  countries  where 
I  have  converfed.  Avarice  ¡nay  be  excepted.  And 
yet  that  íhall  not  be  fo  violent,  wherg  it  feeds  only 
upon  induílry  and  paríimony,  as  where  it  breaks  out 
into  fraud,  rapiñe,  and  oppreffion.  But  quarrels  are 
ftldom  feen  among  them,  unlefs  in  their  drink,  re- 
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venge  rarely  heard  of,  or  jealoufy  known.  Their  tem- 
pers  are  not  airy  enough  for  joy,  or  any  unufual 
ftrains  of  pleaíant  humour,  ñor  warm  enough  for 
love.  This  is  talked  of  fometimes  among  the  younger 
men,  but  as  a  thing  they  have  heard  of,  rather  than 
felt;  and  as  a  difcourfe  that  becomes  them,  rather 
than  affeíts  them,  I  have  known  fome  among  them, 
that  perfonated  lovers  well  enough ;  but  none  that  I 
ever  thought  were  at  heart  in  love ;  ñor  any  of  the 
women,  that  feemed  at  all  to  care  whether  they  were 
fo  or  no.  Whether  it  be,  that  they  are  fuch  lovers 
of  their  liberty,  as  not  to  bear  the  fervitude  of  a  mi- 
ftrefs,  any  more  than  that  of  a  mafter  j  or,  that  the 
dulnefs  of  the  air  renders  them  lefs  fufceptible  of 
more  refined  paíllons ;  or,  that  they  are  diverted  from 
it  by  the  general  intention  every  man  has  upon  his 
bufinefs,  whatever  it  is  (nothing  being  fo  mortal  an 
enemy  of  love,  that  fuífers  no  rival,  as  any  bent  of 
thought  another  way.) 

The  fame  caufes  may  have  had  the  fame  effe¿ts  a- 
mong  their  married  women,  who  have  the  whole  care 
and  abfolute  management  of  all  their  domeítique ; 
and  live  with  very  general  good  fame  :  a  certain  fort 
of  chaftity  being  hereditary  and  habitual  among  them, 
as  probity  among  the  men. 

The  fame  dulnefs  of  air  may  difpofe  them  to  that 
ítrange  affiduity  and  conftant  application  of  their 
minds,  with  that  perpetual  ítudy  and  labour  upon  a- 
ny  'thing  they  defign  and  take  in  hand.  This  gives 
them  patience  to  purfue  the  queft  of  riches  by  fo  long 
voyages  and  adventures  to  the  Indies,  and  by  fo  long 
parfimony  as  that  of  their  whole  lives.  Nay,  I  have 
(for  a  more  particular  example  of  this  difpofition  a  - 
mong  them)  known  one  man  that  employed  four 
and  twenty  years  about  the  making  and  perfeéting 
pf  a  globe,  and  another  above  thirty  about  the  in- 
faying  of  a  table.  Ñor  does  any  man  know,  how 
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much  may  have  been  contributed  towards  the  great 
things  in  all  kinds,  both  public  and  prívate,  that  have 
been  atchieved  among  them,  by  this  one  humour  of 
never  giving  over  what  they  imagine  may  be  brought 
to  pafs,  ñor  leaving  one  fcent  to  follow  another  they 
meet  with  •,  which  is  the  property  of  the  lighter  and 
more  ingenious  nations :  and  the  humour  of  a  govern- 
ment  being  ufually  the  fame  with  that  of  the  períons 
that  compofe  it,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other 
points  ;  fo  as,  where  men  that  govern  are  wife,  good, 
ifeady,  and  juft,  the  government  will  appear  fo  tooj 
and  the  contrary,  where  they  are  otherwife. 

The  fame  qualities  in  their  air  may  incline  them 
to  the  entertainments  and  cuítoms  of  dririking,  which 
are  fo  much  laid  to  their  charge,  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  may  not  only  be  necefíary  to  their  health  (as 
they  generally  believe  it)  but  to  the  vigour  and  im- 
provement  of  their  underílandings,  in  the  midft  of  a 
thick  foggy  air,  and  fo  much  coldnefs  of  temper  and 
complexión.  For  though  the  ufe  or  excefs  of  drink¬ 
ing  may  deftroy  men’s  abilities  who  live  in  better  cli- 
mates,  and  are  of  warmer  conftitutions  •,  wine  to  hot 
brains  being  like  oil  to  fire,  and  making  the  fpirits, 
by  too  much  lightnefs,  evapórate  into  fmoke,  and 
pe tíe ce  airy  imaginations;  or,  by  too  much  heat, 
rage  into  frenzy,  or  at  leaíF  into  humours  and 
though ts  that  have  a  great  mixture  of  it ;  yet,  on  the 
other  fide,  it  may  improve  men’s  parts  and  abilities 
of  coid  complexions,  and  in  dull  air ;  and  may  be 
neceífary  to  thaw  and  move  the  frozen  and  unaítive 
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fpirits  of  the  brain  •,  to  roufe  íleepy  thought,  and  re¬ 
fine  groffer  imaginations,  and  perhaps  to  anímate  the 
fpirits  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  enliven  thofe  of  the 
brain :  therefore  the  oíd  Germans  feemed  to  have 
fome  reafon  in  their  cuftom,  not  to  execute  any  great 
refolutions  which  liad  not  been  twice  debated  and  a- 
greed  at  two  feveral  afíemblies,  one  in  an  afterpoon, 
and  the  other  in  a  morning  ^  becaufe,  they  thought. 
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their  counfels  might  want  vigour  when  they  wcre  fo- 
ber,  as  well  as  caution  when  they  had  drunk. 

Yet,  in  Holland,  I  have  obferved  very  few  of  their 
chief  officers  or  Minifters  of  State  vicious  in  this 
kind ;  or,  if  they  drank  much,  it  was  at  fet  feafts, 
and  rather  to  acquit  themfelves,  than  of  choice  or  in- 
clination :  and  for  the  merchants  and  traders,  with 
whom  it  is  cuftomary,  they  never  do  it  in  a  morning, 
ñor  till  they  come  from  the  Exchange,  where  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day  is  commonly  difpatched ;  nay, 
it  hardly  enters  into  their  heads,  that  it  is  lawfuí 
to  drink  at  all  before  that  time  ;  but  they  will  ex- 
cufe  it,  if  you  come  to  their  houfe,  and  tell  you 
how  forry  they  are  you  come  in  a  morning,  when 
they  cannot  offer  you  to  drink  ;  as  if  at  that  time  of 
day  it  were  not  only  unlawful  for  them  to  drink  them¬ 
felves,  but  fo  much  as  for  a  ítranger  to  do  it  within 
their  walls. 

The  afternoon,  or,  at  leaft,  the  evening,  is  given 
to  whatever  they  find  will  divert  them  ;  and  fs  no 
more  than  needs,  confidering  how  they  fpend  the  reft 
of  the  day,  in  thought,  or  in  cares  ;  in  toils,  or  in 
bufinefs.  For  nature  cannot  hold  out  with  conftant 
labour  of  body,  and  as  little  with  conftant  bent 
or  application  of  mind  :  much  motion  of  the  fame 
parts  of  the  brain  either  wearies  and  waftes  them  too 
faft  for  repair,  or  elfe  (as  it  were)  fires  the  wheels, 
and  fo  ends  either  in  general  decays  of  the  body,  or 
diftiactions  of  the  mind  (for  theíe  are  ufually  occa- 
fioned  by  perpetual  motions  of  thought  about  fome 
one  objeft  ;  whether  it  be  about  one’s°felf  in  exceífes 
pf  pride,  or  about  another  in  thofe  of  love,  or  of 
grief.)  Therefore  none  are  fo  excufable  as  men  of 
much  care  and  thought,  or  of  great  bufinefs,  for 
giving  up  their  times  of  leifure  to  any  pleafures  or 
jdiverfions  that  offend  no  laws,  ñor  hurt  others  or 
themfelves  :  and  this  feems  the  rcafon?  that,  in  all 
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civil  conftitutions,  not  only  honours,  but  riches,  are 
annexed  to  the  charges  of  thofe  who  govern,  and 
upon  whom  the  public  cares  are  meant  to  be  devolv¬ 
ed  *,  not  only,  that  they  may  not  be  diílrafted  from 
thefe,  by  the  cares  of  their  own  domeftic  or  prívate 
intereíls ;  but  that,  by  the  help  of  eíteem,  .  and  of 
riches,  they  may  have  thofe  pleafures  and  diverfions 
in  their  reach,  which  idle  men  neither  need  ñor  de- 
lerve,  but  which  are  neceffary  for  their  refreíhment, 
or  repair  of  fpirits  exhaufted  with  cares  and  with 
toil,  and  which  ferve  to  fweeten  and  preferve  thofe 
lives  that  would  otherwife  wear  out  too  faft,  or  o;row 
too  uneafy  in  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

The  two  chara&ers  that  are  left  by  the  oíd  Román 
writers,  of  the  ancient  Batavieor  Hollanders,  are* 
that  they  were  both  the  braveft  among  the  Germán 
nations,  and  the  moft  obílinate  lovers  and  defenders 
of  their  liberties ;  which  made  them  exempted  from 
all  tributes  by  the  Romans,  who  defired  only  foldiers 
of  their  nation,  to  make  up  fome  of  their  auxiliary 
bands,  as  they  did  in  former  ages  of  thofe  nations 
in  Italy  that  were  their  friends  and  allies.  The  laft 
difpofition  leems  to  have  continued  conítant  and  na- 
tional  among  them,  ever  lince  that  time,  and  never  to 
have  more  appeared,  than  in  the  rife  and  conftitutions 
of  their  prefent  State.  It  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  of 
the  firft,  or  that  the  people  in  general  can  be  faid 
now  to  be  valiant ;  a  quality,  of  oíd,  fo  national  a- 
mong  them,  and  which,  by  the  feveral  wars  of  the 
Counts  of  Holland  (efpecially  with  the  Frizons)  and 
by  the  defperate  defences  made  againft  the  Spaniards, 
by  this  people,  in  the  beginnings  of  their  State, 

c  Queruntur  (Fabii  Valentis)  legiones,  orbari  fe  fortifíimorum 
virorum  auxilio,  veteres  illos  et  tot  bellorum  auétores  non  abrum- 
pendos  ut  corpori  validiflimos  artus.  T-acit.  hiít. 

Omnium  harum  gentium  virtute  prxcipui  Batavi  non  multum  ex 
fipa  fed  inful^m  Rheni  aninis  colunt.  Tacit?  de  mor.  Ger. 
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íhould  feem  to  have  lafted  long,  and  to  ha  ve  but  late- 
\y  decayed :  that  is,  lince  the  whole  application  of 
their  natives  has  been  turned  to  coinmerce  and  trade, 
and  the  vein  of  their  domeftic  lives  ib  much  to  par- 
fimony  (by  circumítances  which  will  be  the  iubjeót  of 
another  chapter ;)  and  fince  the  main  of  all  their  forces, 
and  body  of  their  army  has  been  compofed,  and  con- 
tinüally  íupplied  out  of  their  neighbour-nations. 

For  foldiers  and  merchants  are  not  found,  by  expe- 
rience^  to  be  more  incompatible  in  their  abode,  than 
the  difpofitions  and  cuftoms  feem  to  be  different,  that 
render  a  people  fitfor  trade,  and  for  war.  The  foldier 
thinks  of  a  íhort  life,  and  a  merry.  The  trader  reckons 
upon  a  long,  and  a  painful.  One  intends  to  make 
his  fortunes  fuddenly  by  his  courage,  by  viétory  and 
fpoil :  the  other  flower,  but  furer,  by  craft,  by 
treaty,  and  by  induítry.  This  makes  the  firíl  frank 
and  generous,  and  throw  away  upon  his  pleafures 
what  has  been  gotten  in  one  danger,  andmay  either 
be  loft,  ór  repaired,  in  the  next :  the  other,  wary  and 
frugal,  and  loth  to  part  with,  in  a  day,  what  he  has 
been  labouring  for  a  year,  and  has  no  hopes  to  reco- 
ver,  but  by  the  fame  paces  of  diligence  and  time.  One 
aims  only  to  preferve  what  he  has,  as  the  fruit  of  his 
father’s  pains ;  or  what  he  íhall  get,  as  the  fruit  of  his 
Own  :  t’other  thinks  the  price  of  a  little  blood  is  more 
than  of  a  great  deal  of  fweat,  and  means  to  live  up¬ 
on  other  men’s  labours,  and  poífefs,  in  an  hour,  what 
they  have  been  years  in  acquiring  :  this  makes  one 
•  love  to  live  under  ftanch  orders  and  lawrs  •,  while 
fother  would  have  all  depend  upon  arbitrary  power 
and  will.  The  trader  reckons  upon  growing  richer, 
and  by  his  account  better,  the  longer  he  lives  ;  which 
makes  him  careful  of  his  health,  and  his  life,  and  fo 
apt  to  be  orderly  and  températe  in  his  cliet ;  while  the 
foldier  is  thoughtlefs,  or  prodigal  of  both  ;  and  ha- 
ving  not  his  mcat  ready  at  hours,  or  when  he  has  a 
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mind  to  it,  eats  full  and  greedy  whenever  he  gets  to 
it ;  and  perhaps  difference  of  diet  may  make  greater 
difference  in  men’s  natural  courage,  than  is  com- 
monly  thought  of. 

For  courage  may  proceed,  in  fome  meafure,  from 
the  temper  ot  air,  may  be  formed  by  difcipline,  and 
acquired  by  ule,  or  infufed  by  opinión  ;  but  that  v/hich 
is  more  natural,  and  fo  more  national  in  fome  coun- 
tries  than  in  others,  feems  to  arife  from  the  heat  or 
ftrength  of  fpirits  about  the  heart,  which  may  a  great 
deal  depend  upon  the  meafures  and  the  fubftance  of 
the  food  men  are  ufed  to.  This  made  a  great  phy- 
fician  among  us  fay,  he  would  make  anyman  a  cow- 
ard  vvith  fix  weeks  dieting ;  and  Prince  Maurice  of 
Orange  cali  for  the  Englifh  that  were  newly  come 
over,  and  had  (as  he  faid)  their  own  beef  in  their 
bellies,  for  any  bold  and  defperate  aébion.  This  may 
be  one  reafon,  why  the  gentry,  in  all  places  of  the 
■world,  are  braver  than  the  peaíantry,  whole  hearts  are 
depreífed,  not  only  by  ílavery,  but  by  íhort  and  heart- 
lefs  food,  the  effect  of  their  poverty.  This  is  a  caufe, 
why  the  yeomanry  and  commonalty  of  England  are 
generally  braver  than  in  other  countries,  becaufe  by 
the  plenty  and  conftitutions  of  the  kingdom  they  are 
fo  much  eafier  in  their  rents  and  their  taxes,  and  fare 
fo  much  better  and  fuller  than  thofe  of  théir  rank  in 
any  other  nation.  Their  chief,  and,  indeed,  conftant 
food,  being  of  flefh  :  and  among  all  creatures,  both 
the  birds  and  the  beaíts,  we  íhall  ftill  find  thofe,  that 
feed  upon  flefh,  to  be  the  fierce  and  the  bold  ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  the  fearful  and  faint-hearted  to  feed  up¬ 
on  grafs,  and  upon  plants.  I  think,  there  can  be  pre¬ 
tended  but  two  exceptions  to  this  rule,  which  are  the 
cock  and  the  horfe  ;  whereas  the  courage  of  the  one 
is  noted  no  where  but  in  England,  and  there  only  in 
certain  races :  and  for  the  other,  all  the  courage  we 
commend  in  them  is,  the  want  of  fear ;  and  they  are 

obierved 
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obferved  to  grow  much  fiercer,  whenever  by  cuftom, 
or  neceffity,  they  have  been  ufed  to  flefh. 

From  all  this  may  be  inferred,  that  not  only  the 
long  difufe  of  arms  among  the  native  Hollanders, 
(efpecially  at  land)  and  making  ufe  of  other  nationa 
chiefly  in  their  milice ;  but  the  arts  of  trade,  as  well 
as  peace,  and  their  great  parfimony  in  diet,  and  eating 
fo  very  little  flefh  (which  the  common  people  feldom 
do  above  once  a  week )  may  have  helped  to  debafe 
much  the  ancient  valour  of  the  nation,  at  leaft  in  the 
occafions  of  fervice  at  land.  Their  leamen  are  much 
better,  but  not  fo  good  as  thole  of  Zealand,  who  are 
generally  brave ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  comes  by  thefe 
having  upon  all  occafions  turned  fo  much  more  to 
privateering,  and  men  of  war  ;  and  thole  of  Holland 
being  generally  employed  in  trading  and  merchant- 
fhips  ;  while  their  men  of  war  are  manned  by  mari- 
ners  of  all  nations,  who  are  very  numerous  ámong 
them,  but  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Eaftland  coaíts  of 
Germany,  Swedes,  Danés,  and  Norwegians. 

It  is  odd,  that  veins  of  courage  fhould  feem  to  run 
like  veins  of  good  earth  in  a  country,  and  yet  not  only 
thofe  of  the  Province  of  Hainault  among  the  Spa- 
íiifh,  and  of  Gelderland  among  the  United  Provinces, 
are  eíteemed  better  foldiers  than  the  reft;  but  the 
burghers  of  Valenciennes  among  the  towns  of  Flan- 
ders,  and  of  Nimeguen  among  thofe  of  the  Lower- 
Gelder,  are  obferved  to  be  particularly  brave.  But 
there  may  be  firmnefs  and  conílancy  of  courage  from 
tradition,  as  well  as  of  belief :  ñor,  methinks,  fhould 
any  man  know  how  to  be  a  coward,  that  is  brouo-ht 
up  with  the  opinión,  that  all  of  his  nation  or  city 
have  ever  been  valiant. 

I  can  fay  nothing  of  what  is  ufually  laid  to  their 
charge,  about  their  being  cruel,  befides  what  we  have 
fo  often  heard  of  their  barbarous  ufage  to  fome  of 
©ur  men  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  what  we  have  fo 
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lately  feen  of  their  favage  murder  of  their  Penfioner 
De  Wit  •,  a  perfon  that  deferved  another  fate,  and  a 
better  return  from  his  country,  after  eighteen  years 
fpent  in  their  miniftry,  without  any  care  of  his  enter- 
tainments  or  eafe,  and  little  of  his  fortune.  A  man 
of  unwearied  induftry,  inflexible  conítancy,  found^ 
clear,  and  deep  underftanding,  and  untainted  inte- 
grity  •,  fo  that,  whenever  he  was  blinded,  it  was  by 
the  paflion  he  had  for  that  which  he  efteemed  the 
good  and  intereft  of  his  State.  This  teftimony  is  juftly 
due  to  him  from  all  that  praétifed  him  •,  and  is  the 
more  willingly  paid,  flnee  there  can  be  as  little  in¬ 
terefl;  to  flatter,  as  honour  to  reproach  the  dead.  But 
this  aftion  of  that  people  may  be  attributed  to  the 
misfortune  of  their  country ;  and  is  fo  unlike  the  ap- 
pearance  of  their  cuftoms  and  difpofitions,  hving,  as 
I  faw  them,  under  the  orders  and  laws  of  a  quiet  and 
fettled  ftate  ;  that  one  muft  confefs  mankind  to  be  a 
very  various  creature,  and  none  to  be  known,  that 
has  not  been  feen  in  his  rage,  as  well  as  his  drink. 

They  are  generally  not  fo  long-lived,  as  in  better 
airs ;  and  begin  to  decay  early,  both  men  and  women, 
efpecially  at  Amfterdam  :  for  at  the  Hague  (which 
is  their  beft  air)  I  have  known  two  confiderable  men 
a  good  deal  above  feventy,  and  one  of  them  in  very 
good  fenfe  and  health :  but  this  is  not  lo  ufual  as  it 
is  in  England,  and  in  Spain.  The  difeafes  of  the  cli- 
mate  feem  to  be  chiefly  the  gout  and  the  feurvy ;  but 
all  hot  and  dry  fummers  bring  fome  that  are  infefti- 
ous  among  them,  efpecially  into  Amfterdam  and 
Leyden  :  thefe  are  ufually  fevers,  and  lie  moft  in  the 
head,  and  either  kill  fuddenly,  or  languiíh  long  before 
they  recover.  Plagues  are  not  fo  frequent,  at  leaft 
not  in  a  deo-ree  to  be  taken  notice  of,  for  all  fupprefs 
the  talk  of  Them  as  much  as  they  can,  and  no  diftinc- 
tion  is  made  in  the  regiftry  of  the  dead,  ñor  much  in 
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the  care  and  attendance  of  the  fick  :  whether  from  a 
belief  of  predeílination,  or  elfe  a  preference  of  trade, 
which  is  the  life  of  the  countrv,  before  that  of  parti¬ 
cular  men. 

Strangers  among  them  are  apt  to  complain  of  the 
fpleen,  but  thofe  of  the  country  feldom  or  never : 
which  I  take  to  proceed  from  their  being  ever  bufy, 
or  ealily  fatisfied.  For  this  feems  to  be  the  difeafe 
of  people  that  are  idle,  or  think  themfelves  but  ill  en- 
tertained,  and  attribute  every  fit  ofdull  humour,  or 
imagination,  to  a  formal  dileafe,  which  they  have 
found  this  ñame  for  •,  whereas  fuch  fits  are  incident 
to  all  men,  at  one  time  or  other,  from  the  fumes  of 
indigeítion,  from  the  common  alterations  ot  fome  in- 
fenfible  deprees  in  health  and  vigojur '  ;  or  from  fome 
changes  or  approaches  of  change  in  winds  and  wea- 
ther,  which  affeét  the  finer  fpirits  of  the  brain,  before 
they  grow  fenfible  to  other  parts  ;  and  are  apt  to  al- 
ter  the  fhapes,  or  colours,  of  whatever  is  reprefented 
to  us  by  our  imaginations,  whilít  we  are  fo  affeéled. 
Yet  this  eífedt  is  not  fo  ftrong,  but  that  bufinefs,  or 
intention  of  thought,  commonly  either  re  filis,  or  di- 
verts  it :  and  thofe,  who  underftand  the  motions  of 
it,  let  it  pafs,  and  return  to  themlelves.  But  fuch  as 
are  idle,  or  knovv  not  from  whence  thefe  changes  arife, 
and  trouble  their  heads  with  notions  or  fchemes  of  ge¬ 
neral  happinefs  or  unhappinefs  in  life,  upon  every  fuch 
fit,  begin  refieflions  on  the  condition  of  their  bodies, 
their  fouls,  or  their  fortunes  ;  and  (as  all  things  are 
then  reprefented  in  the  woríl  colours)  they  fall  into 

c — Ubi  tempeílas  et  cali  mobilis  humor 

Mutavere  vias ;  et  Júpiter  hurnidus  auftris 

Denfat,  erant  qua;  rara  modo,  et  qua?  denfa  relaxat  ; 

Vertuntur  fpecies  animorum,  et  pedora  motus 
Nunc  alios,  alies  dum  nubila  ventus  agebat, 

Concipiunt:  hiñe  il’e  avium  concentus  in  agri?, 

Et  laetae  pecudes,  et  ovantes  gutture  corvi. 

Vírg,  Georg. 

Yol.  I.  M  melad- 


1 70  Obfervations  apon  the  United  Provinces. 

melancholy  appreheníions  of  one  or  other,  and  Tome- 
times  of  them  all :  thefe  make  deep  impreíTion  on 
their  minds,  and  are  not  eaíily  worn  out  by  the  natu¬ 
ral  returns  of  good  humour,  efpec  ally  if  they  are 
oíten  interrupted  by  the  contrary  •,  as  happens  in 
fome  particular  confíitutions,  and  more  generally  in 
uncertain  climates,  efpecially  if  improved  by  acci- 
dents  of  ill  health,  oc  ill  fortune.  But  this  is  a  difí 
eafe  too  refined  for  this  country  and  people,  who  are 
wel!,  when  they  are  not  ill ;  and  pleafed,  when  they 
are  not  troubled ;  are  content,  becaufe  they  think 
little  ot  it-,  and  ieek  their  happinefs  in  the  common 
eaíes  and  commodities  of  life,  or  theincreafe  of  riches 
not  amufing  themfeJves  with  the  more  fpeculative 
contrivances  of  paíílon,  or  refinements  of  pleafure. 

To  conclude  this  chapter,  Holland  is  a  country* 
where  the  earth  is  better  than  the  air,  and  profit  more 
in  requeft  than  honour  ;  where  there  is  more  fenfe  than 
wit  *,  more  good  nature  than  good  humour and 
more  wealth  than  pleafure  :  where  a  man  wouid  chufe 
rather  to  travel  than  to  live  ;  íhall  find  more  things 
to  obíerve  than  defire  ;  and  more  perfons  to  efteern 
than  to  love.  But  the  lame  qualities  and  difpofitions 
do  not  valué  a  prívate  man  and  a  fíate,  ñor  make  a 
converfation  agreeable,  and  a  government  great :  ñor 
is  it  unlikely,  thatfome  very  great  King  might  make 
but  a  very  ordinary  prívate  gentleman,  and  lome  very 
.extraordinary  gentleman  might  be  capable  of  makiftg 
but  a  very  mean  Prince. 


C  H  A  P.  V. 

Of  their  religión . 

íntencl  not  here  to  fpeak  of  religión  at  all  as  a  Di¬ 
vine,  but  as  a  mere  íecular  man,  when  I  obferve 
t)ie  occaílons  that  feem  to  have  eftabliíhed  it  in  the 

forms. 
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forms,  or  with  the  liberties,  wherewith  it  is  now  at- 
tended  i n  the  United  Provinces.  I  believe  the  re- 
formed  religión  was  introduced  there,  as  well  as  in 
England,  and  the  many  other  countries  vvhere  it  is  pro- 
fefled,  by  the  operation  of  divine  will  and  providence  \ 
and  by  the  fame,  I  believe,  the  román  catholic  was 
continued  in  France;  where  it  feemed,  by  the  con - 
fpiring  of  fo  many  accidents  in  the  beginning  of 
Charles  the  IX’s  reign,  to  be  lo  near  a  change.  And 
whoever  doubts  this,  feems  to  queftion  not  only  the 
will,  but  the  power,  of  God.  Ñor  will  it  at  all  derógate 
from  the  honour  of  a  religión,  to  have  been  planted 
in  a  country  by  fecular  means,  or  civil  revolutions, 
which  have,  long  fince,  lucceeded  to  thofe  miracu  ’ 
lous  operations  that  made  way  for  chriftianity  in  the 
world.  It  is  enough,  that  God  Almighty  infufes  be- 
lief  into  the  hearts  of  men,  or  elfe  ordains  it  to  grow 
out  of  religious  inquines  and  inftruótions  ;  and  that, 
where-ever  the  generality  of  a  nation  come  by  thefe 
means  to  be  of  a  belief,  it  is  by  the  forcé  of  this  con- 
currence  introduced  into  the  government,  and  be- 
comes  the  eftabliíhed  religión  of  that  country.  So 
was  the  reformed  profeflion  introduced  into  England, 
Scotland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  many 
parts  of  Germany.  So  was  the  román  catholic  re- 
ftored  in  France  and  in  Flanders  ;  where,  notwith- 
ftaiading  the  great  concuffions  that  were  made  in  the 
government  by  the  Hugonots  and  the  Gueufes,  yet 
they  were  never  eíleemed  in  either  of  thofe  countries 
to  amount  further  than  the  feventh  or  eighth  pare  of 
the  people.  And  whofoever  deñgns  the  change  of 
religión  in  a  country  or  government,  by  any  other 
means  than  that  of  a  general  converfion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  or  the  greateít  part  of  them,  defigns  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  to  a  nation,  that  ufe  to  ufher  in,  or  attend,  the 
two  greateít  diftempers  of  a  State,  civil  war,  or  ty- 
rannyj  which  are  violence,  oppreffion,  cruelty,  ra- 
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pine,  intemperance,  injuílice,  and,  in  íhort,  the  mife- 
rable  effuíion  of  human  blood,  and  the  confuñon  of 
all  laws,  orders,  and  virtues  among  men. 

Such  confequences  as  thefe,  I  doubt,  are  fomething 
more  than  the  difputed  opinions  of  any  man,  or  any 
particular  aílembly  of  men,  can  oe  worth  ;  lince  the 
great  and  general  end  of  all  religión,  next  io  men  s 
happinefs  hercafter,  is  their  happinefs  here ;  as  ap- 
pears  by  the  commandments  of  God,  being  the  beft 
and  greateft  moral  and  civil,  as  well  as  divine,  pre- 
cepts,  that  have  been  given  to  a  nation  •,  and  by  the 
jrewards  propofed  to  the  piety  of  the  Jews, -through- 
out  the  Oíd  Teftament,  which  were  the  blefiings  of 
chis  lite,  as  health,  length  of  age,  numberof  children, 

plenty,  peace,  or  victory. 

Now  the  way  to  our  future  happinefs  h  2.S  been  per- 
petually  difputed  throughout  the  vvorlci,  and  muft  be 
left  at  laft  to  the  imprefiions  made  upon  every  man’s 
bdief  and  confcience,  either  by  natural  or  fuperna- 
tura!  arguments  and  means ;  which  imprefiions  men 
inay  difguife  or  diíTemble,  but  no  man  can  refift. 
For  belief  is  no  more  in  a  man’s  power,  than  his 
ftature,  or  his  feature  •,  and  he  that  tells  ine,  I  muft 
chance  my  opinión  tor  his,  becauíe  it  is  the  tiuer  and 
t'ie  better,  without  other  arguments,  that  have  to  me 
the  forcé  of  conviction  •,  may  as  well  tell  me,  I  muft 
chano-e  my  grey  eyes,  for  others  hice  his  that  are  biack, 
becaufe  thefe  are  lovelier,  or  more  in  efteem.  He  that 
tells  me  I  muft  inforrn  myfelf,  has  reafon,  if  I  do  it  not : 
but  if  I  endeavour  it  all  that  I  can,  and  perhaps  more 
than  he  ever  did,  and  yet  ftill  differ  from  him  •,  and 
i:é,  that,  it  may  be,  is  idle,  will  have  me  íludy  on, 
jnd  inforrn  myfelf  better,  and  ib  to  the  end  of  my 
íife-,  then  1  eafily  underfiand  what  he  means  by  in- 
íforminV,  which  is,  in  fhort,  that  I  muft  do  it,  till  I 
come  to  be  of  his  opinión. 

lí 
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If  he,  that,  perhaps,  purfues  his  pleafures  or  inter- 
efts,  as  much,  or  more,  than  I  do,  and  aliows  me 
to  have  as  good  fenfe,  as  he  has,  in  alí  other  matteis, 
tells  me,  I  fliould  be  of  his  opinión,  but  tliat  paíTiou 
or  intereft  blinds  me  *,  unlefs  he  can  convince  me  how, 
or  where,  this  lies,  he  is  but  where  he  was,  only  pie- 
tends  to  know  me  better  than  I  do  myfelf,  who  can- 
not  imagine,  why  I  Ihould  not  have  as  much  caie  oí 
my  foul,  as  he  has  of  his. 

Aman  that  tells  me,  my  opinions  are  abfurd  or  ri- 
diculous,  impertinent  or  unreafonable,  becaufe  they 
differ  from  his,  íeems  to  intend  a  quarrel  inftead  of  a 
difpute  *,  and  calis  me  fool  or  mad-man,  witli  a  little 
more  circumílance  *,  though,  perhaps,  I  país  for  one 
as  well  in  my  fenfes  as  he,  as  perdnent  in  talk,  and  as 
prudent  in  life:  yet  thefe  are  the  common  civilities, 
in  religious  argument,  of  fufficient  and  conceited 
men,  who  talk  much  of  right  reafon,  and  mean  al- 
ways  their  ov/n  *,  and  make  their  prívate  imagination 
the  meafure  of  general  truth.  But  fuch  ianguage  de¬ 
termines  all  between  us,  and  the  difpute  comes  to 
end  in  three  words  atlaíl,  which  it  might  as  well  have 
ended  in  at  firft,  That  he  is  in  the  right,  and  I  am  in 
the  wrong. 

The  other  great  end  of  religión,  which  is  our  hap- 
pinefs  here,  has  been  generally  agreed  on  by  all  man- 
kind,  as  appears  in  the  records  of  all  their  laws,  as 
well  as  all  their  religious,  which  come  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  by  the  concurrence  of  men’s  cuftoms  and  opini¬ 
ons  c ;  though,  in  the  latter,  that  concurrence  may 
have  been  produced  by  divine  impreílions  or  infpira- 
tions.  For  all  agree  in  teaching  and  commanding, 
in  planting  and  improving,  not  only  thofe  moral  vir- 
tues  which  conduce  to  the  felicity  and  tranquility  or 

c  Fíunt  adverfe  refpuhlicie  ex  civium  moribus,  q\ii,  quocunque 
fluxerint,  cxtera  fecum  rapiunt.  Plat.  De  Rep. 

M  3  cvery 


1 74  Obfervatiom  apon  the  United  Provine  es. 

cvery  man’s  prívate  life,  but  alfo  thofe  manners  and 
difpoñtions  that  tend  to  the  peace,  order,  and  fafety 
of  all  civil  fccieties  and  governments  amonn;  men. 
Ñor  could  I  ever  underítand,  how  thofe  who  cali 
themfelves,  and  the  world  ufually  calis,  religioiis  men , 
come  to  put  fo  great  weight  upon  thofe  points  of  be~ 
lief  which  men  never  have  agreed  in,  and  fo  little  op¬ 
on  thofe  oí  virtue  and  morality,  in  which  they  have 
hardly  ever  difagreed  ;  ñor,  why  a  State  fhould  ven- 
ture  the  fubverfion  of  their  peace,  and  their  order, 
which  are  certain  goods,  and  fo  univerfally  eíteem- 
ed,  for  the  propagation  of  uncertain  or  contefted  opi- 
nions. 

One  of  the  great  caufes  of  the  firft  revolt  in  the 
Low-Countries  appeared  to  be,  the  oppreffion  of  men’s 
confciences,  or  perfecution  in  their  liberties,  their  e- 
ftates  and  their  lives,  upon  pretence  of  religión  ;  and 
this  at  a  time  when  there  feemed  to  be  a  confpiring 
difpofition  in  moít  countries  of  Chriftendom,  to  feek 
the  reformation  of  fome  abufes,  grown  in  the  doftrine 
and  difcipline  of  the  Church,  either  by  the  ruíl  of 
time,  by  negligence,  or  by  human  inventions,  paffions, 
and  interefts.  The  rigid  oppofition,  given  at  Kome 
to  this  general  humour,  was  followed  by  a  defeftion 
of  mighty  numbers  in  all  thofe  feveral  countries,  who 
profeífed  to  reform  themfelves  according  to  fuch 
rules  as  they  thought  were  necefiary  for  the  reformar 
tion  of  the  Church.  Thefe  perfons,  though  theya- 
greed  in  the  main  of  difowning  the  Papal  power,  and 
reducing  belief  from  the  authority  of  tradition  to  that 
of  the  Scripture  ;  yet  they  differed  much  among 
themfelves  in  other  circumftances,  efpecially  of  difci¬ 
pline,  according  to  the  perfuafions  and  impreffions  of 
the  leading  Doótors  in  their  feveral  countries.  So  the 
reformed  of  Trance  became  univerfally  Calvinifts ; 
but  for  thofe  of  Germany,  though  they  were  gene- 
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rally  Lutherans,  yet  there  was  a  great  mixture  both 
of  Calvinifts  and  Anabaptifts  among  them. 

The  firft  perfecutions  of  thefe  reformed  arofe  in 
Germany,  in  the  time  of  Charles  V,  and  drove  great 
numbers  of  them  down  into  the  Seventeen  Provinces, 
efpecially  Holland  and  Brabant,  where  the  privileges 
of  the  citie?  were  greater,  and  the  Emperor’s  govern- 
ment  was  lefs  fevere,  as  among  the  fubjeíts  ot  his 
own  native  countries.  This  was  the  occafion,  that 
in  the  year  1566,  when,  upon  the  firft  infurreótion  in 
Flanders,  thofe  of  the  reformed  profeflion  began  to 
form  coníiftories,  and  levy  contributions  among 
themfelves  for  fupport  of  their  commón  caufe  ;  it 
was  refolved,  upon  confultation  among  the  heads  of 
them,  that  for  declining  all  diíferences  among  them¬ 
felves,  at  a  time  of  common  exigence,  the  pub- 
lic  profeffion  of  their  party  fhould  be  that  of  the  Lu¬ 
therans,  though  with  liberty  and  indulgence  to  thofe 
of  different  opinions.  By  the  unión  of  Utrecht,  con- 
cluded  in  1579,  eac^  the  Provinces  was  left  to  or- 
der  the  matter  of  religión,  as  they  thought  fit  and 
moít  conducing  to  the  welfare  of  their  Province  ; 
with  this  proviíion,  that  every  man  íhould  remain 
free  in  his  religión,  and  none  be  examined  or  entrap- 
ed  for  that  caufe,  according  to  the.  paciíication  at 
Ghent.  But,  in  the  year  1583,  it  wasenadted  by  ge¬ 
neral  agreement,  that  the  Evangelical  religión  íhould 
be  only  profefíed  in  all  the  Seven  Provinces  :  which 
carne  thereby  to  be  the  eftablifhed  religión  of  this 
State. 

The  reafons  which  feemed  to  induce  them  to  this 
fettlement,  were  many,  and  of  weight :  as  firft,  bc- 
caufe  by  the  perfecutions  arrived  in  France  (where 
all  the  reformed  were  Calvinifts)  multitudes  of  peo- 
pie  liad  retired  out  of  that  kingdom  into  the  Low- 
Countries  :  and  by  the  great  commerce  and  continu- 
al  intercourfe  with  England,  where  the  reformation 
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agreed  much  with  the  Calviniíts  in  point  of  dodtrine, 
though  more  with  the  Lutherans  in  point  of  difci- 
pline,  thofe  opinions  carne  to  be  credited  and  propaga- 
ted  more  than  anyother,  among  the  people  of  thefePro- 
vinces,  fo  as  the  numbers  vvere  grown  to  be  greater 
íar  in  the  cides  of  this  than  of  any  other  profeffion.  Se- 
condly,  the  fuccours  and  fupplies  both  of  men  and 
money,  by  which  the  weak  beginnings  of  this  com- 
monvvealth  were  preferved  and  fortified,  carne  chiefly 
from  England,  from  the  Proteftants  of  France  (when 
their  affairs  were  fuccefsfui)  and  from  the  Calvinift 
Princes  in  Germany,  who  lay  neareft,  and  were  rea- 
dieft  to  relieve  them.  In  the  next  place,  becaufe 
thofe  of  this  profefiion  feemed  the  moft  contrary  and 
violent  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  made  themfelves 
heads  of  the  Román  Catholics  throughout  Chriften- 
dom ;  and  the  hatred  of  Spain,  and  their  dominión, 
was  fo  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  this  people,  that  it  had 
influence  upon  them  jn  the  very  choice  of  their  reli¬ 
gión.  And  laftly,  becaufe,  by  this  profeffion,  all 
rights  and  jurifdicfion  of  the  Clergy  or  Hierarchy 
being  íupprefled,  there  was  no  ecclefiaftical  authority 
left  to  rife  up,  and  trouble  or  fetter  the  civil  power  j 
and  all  the  goods  and  poffeffions  of  churches  and  ab- 
beys  were  leized  wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  State, 
which  made  a  great  increafe  of  the  public  revenue,  a 
thing  the  moft  neceffiary  for  the  lupport  of  their  go- 
vernment. 

f  here  might  perhaps  be  added  one  reafon  more, 
which  was  particular  to  one  of  the  Provinces  :  for, 
whereas  in  moft,  if  not  all,  other  parts  in  Chriften- 
dom,  the  Clergy  compofed  one  of  the  three  Eftates 
of  the  country,  and  thereby  ffiared  with  the  Nobles 
and  Commons  in  their  influences  opon  the  govern- 
ment,  that  order  never  made  any  part  of  the  Eftates 
in  Holland,  ñor  had  any  vote  in  their  affiembly,  which 
coníifted  only  qf  the  Nobles  and  the  ciñes ;  and  this 
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Province,  bearing  always  the  greateft  fway  in  thc 
councils  of  the  Union,  was  moft  inclined  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  that  profeíTion  which  gave  lealt  pretence  of 
power  orjurifdiótion  to  the  Clergy,  and  ib  agreed  moft 
with  their  own  ancient  conftitutions. 

Since  this  eftabliíhment,  as  wcll  as  before,  the  great 
care  of  this  State  has  ever  been,  to  favour  no  parti¬ 
cular  or  curious  inquifition  into  the  faith  or  religious 
principies  of  any  peaceable  man,  who  carne  to  live 
under  the  prote&ion  of  their  laws,  and  to  fuífier  no  vi- 
olence  or  oppreífion  upon  any  man’s  confcience,  whofe 
opinions  broke  not  out  into  expreffions  or  aótions  of 
ill  confequence  to  the  State.  A  free  form  of  govern- 
ment,  either  making  way  for  more  freedom  in  reli¬ 
gión,  or  elle,  having  newly  contended  fo  far  thcm- 
felves  for  liberty  in  this  point,  they  thought  ir  the 
more  unreafonable  for  them  to  opprcfs  others.  Per- 
haps,  while  they  were  fo  threatened  and  endangered 
by  foreign  armies,  they  thought  it  the  more  necefíary 
to  provide  againft  diícontenrs  within,  which  can  ne- 
ver  be  dangerous,  where  they  are  not  grounded  or 
fathered  upon  oppreífion,  in  point  either  of  religión 
or  liberty  :  But,  in  thofe  two  cafes,  the  fíame  often 
proves  moft  violent  in  a  State,  the  more  it  is  íhut  up, 
or  the  longer  concealed. 

The  Román  Catholic  religión  was  alone  excepted 
from  the  common  proteftion  of  their  laws,  making 
men  (as  the  States  believed)  worfe  fubjeéts  than  the 
reft,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  a  foreign  and  fupe- 
rior  jurifdiítion  •  for  fo  muft  all  fpiritual  power  needs 
be,  as  grounded  upon  greater  hopes  and  fears  than 
any  civil,  at  leaft  where-ever  the  perfuafions  from 
faith  are  as  ftrong  as  thofe  from  fenfe  ;  of  which  there 
are  fo  many  teftimonies  recorded  by  the  martyrdoms, 
penances,  or  confcientious  reftraints  and  feverities, 
íuffered  by  infinite  perfons  in  all  forts  of  religión. 

Belides, 
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Befides,  this  profefiion  feemed  ftill  a  retainer  of  the 
Spaniíh  government,  which  was  then  the  great  pa¬ 
trón  oí  it  in  the  world  :  yet,  fuch  was  the  care  of 
this  State  to  give  all  men  eafe  in  this  point,  who  aík 
no  more  than  to  ferve  God,  and  fave  their  own  í’ouls, 
in  their  own  way  and  forros;  that  what  was  notpro- 
vided  for,  by  the  conftitudons  of  their  government, 
was  fo,  in  a  very  great  degree,  by  the  connivance  of 
their  officers,  wiio,  upon  certain  conftant  payments 
from  every  family,  futfer  the  exercile  of  the  Román 
Catholic  religión  in  their  feveral  jurifdifdons,  as  free 
and  eafy,  though  not  fo  cheap,  and  fo  avowed,  as 
the  reft.  This,  I  fuppofe,  has  been  the  reafon,  that 
though  thofe  of  this  profefiion  are  very  numerous  in 
the  country,  among  the  peafants,  and  confiderable 
in  the  cities,  and  not  admitted  to  any  public  charges  ; 
yet  they  feem  to  be  a  found  piece  of  the  State, &and 
faft  jointed  in  with  the  reft  ;  and  llave  neither  given 
any  difturbance  to  the  government,  ñor  exprefied  a- 
ny  incimations  to  a  change,  or  to  any  foreign  power, 
either  upon  the  former  wars  with  Spain,  or  the  iater 
invafions  of  the  Biíhop  of  Munfter. 

Of  all  other  religions,  every  man  enjoys  the  free 
exercile  in  his  own  chamber,  or  his  own  houfe,  un- 
queftioned  and  unefpied :  and  if  the  followers  of  a  - 
ny  le¿t  grow  fo  numerous  in  any  place,  that  they  af- 
íeét  a  public  congregation,  and  are  content  to  pur- 
chafe  a  place  of  afíembly,  to  bear  the  charge  of  a 
paftor  or  teacher,  and  to  pay  for  this  liberty  to  the 
public  ;  they  go  and  propofe  their  defire  to  the  Ma- 
giftrates  of  the  place  where  they  refide,  who  inform 
themfelves  of  their  opinions,  and  manners  of  woríhip  ; 
and  if  they  find  nothing  in  either,  deftruílive  to  civil 
fociety,  or  prejudicial  to  the  conftitudons  of  their 
State,  and  content  themfelves  with  the  price  that  is 
offered  for  the  purchafe  of  this  liberty,  they  eafily 
sjIIqw  it ;  but  with  the  condition,  that  one  or  more 
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CornmiíTioners  lhall  be  agpointed,  who  (hall  have 
free  admiffion  at  all  their  meetings,  lhall  be  both  the 
obfervers  and  witnefies  of  all  that  is  aóted  or  preachcd 
among  them,  and  whoie  teftimony  íhall  be  received 
concerning  any  thing  that  pafles  there  to  the  prcju- 
dice  of  the  State  :  in  which  cafe,  the  laws  and  execu- 
tions  are  as  fevere  as  againft  any  civil  crimes. 

Thus  the  Jews  have  their  allowed  Synagogues  in 
Amfterdam  and  Rotterdam  :  and,  in  the  firft,  almoít 
all  leéis,  that  are  known  among  Chriílians,  have  their 
public  meeting-places  *,  and  fome  whofe  ñames  are 
almoíl  worn  out  in  all  other  parts,  as  the  Brownifts, 
Familiíts,  and  others.  The  Arminians,  though  they 
make  a  great  ñame  among  them,  by  being  rather 
the  diílinélion  of  a  party  in  the  State,  than  a  feét  in 
the  Church  ;  yet  are,  in  comparifon  of  others,  but 
few  in  number,  though  confiderable  by  the  perfons, 
who  are  of  the  better  quality,  the  more  learned  and 
intelligent  men,  and  many  of  them  in  the  govern- 
ment.  The  Anabaptifts  are  juft  the  contrary,  very 
numerous,  but  in  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  mecha- 
nics  and  feamen,  and  abound  chiefly  in  North  Hol- 
Jand. 

The  Calvinifts  make  the  body  of  the  people,  and 
are  poíTeífed  of  all  the  public  churches  in  the  domi- 
nions  of  the  State,  as  wellas  of  the  only  Miniíters  or 
paftors,  who  are  maintained  by  the  Public ;  but  thefe 
have  neither  lands,  ñor  tithes,  ñor  any  authorized 
contributions  from  the  people,  but  certain  falaries 
from  the  State,  upon  whom  they  wholly  depend  : 
and  though  they  are  often  very  bold  in  taxing  and 
preaching  publickly  againft  the  vices,  and  fometimes 
the  innocent  enterta  nments,  of  perfons  moft  confia 
derable  in  the  government,  as  well  as  of  the  vulgar 
yet  they  are  never  heard  to  cenfure  or  controul  the 
public  aélioiis  or  refolutions  of  the  State  *,  they  are,  in 
general,  throughout  the  country,  paflionate  friends 
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to  the  lunik  of  Orange  ;  and,  during  the  intermiíTion 
ot  that  authority,  íound  ways  of  expreffing  their  af- 
feítions  to  the  perlón  and  fortunes  of  this  Prince, 
\\  ithout  offending  the  State  as  it  was  then  conílitu- 
ted.  They  are  fierce  enemies  of  the  Arminian  party, 
whofe, principies  were  thought  to  lead  them,  in  Bar- 
nevelt’s  time,  towards  a  conjunótion,  or  at  leaft  com- 
piiance,  with  the  Spanifh  religión  and  government, 
both  which  the  houfe  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  courle 

of  the  war,  endeavoured  to  make  irreeoncileable  with 
thofe  of  the  State. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined,  how  all  the  violence 
and  íharpnefs,  which  accompanies  the  differences  of 
religión  in  other  countries,  feems  to  be  appeafed  or 
foftened  here,  by  the  general  freedom  which  all  men 
enjoy,  either  by  allowance  or  connivance  ;  ñor,  how 
fadtion  and  ambition  are  thereby  difabled  to  colour 
their  intereíled  and  feditious  defigns  with  the  pre- 
tences  of  religión,  which  has  coft  the  Chriftian  world 
fo  much  blood  for  thele  laft  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
No  man  can  here  complain  of  preífure  in  his  con- 
fcience  :  of  being  forced  to  any  public  profeffion  of 
his  prívate  faith :  of  being  reftrained  from  his  own 
manner  of  worfhip  in  his  houfe,  or  obliged  to  any 
other  abroad  :  and  whoever  aíks  more  in  point  of 
religión,  without  the  undifputed  evidence  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  mifTion  from  heaven,  may  be  juftly  fufpeíted 
not  to  aílc  for  God’s  fake,  but  for  his  own :  fince 
pretending  to  fovereignty,  inftead  of  liberty,  in  opi¬ 
nión,  is  indeed  pretending  the  fame  in  authority  too, 
which  confiíts  chiefly  in  opinión  :  and  what  man,  or 
party  foever,  can  gain  the  common  or  firm  belief,  of 
being  moíl'  immediately  infpired,  inftrudted,  or  fa- 
voured  of  God,  will  eafily  obtain  the  prerogative  of 
being  moíl  honoured  and  obeyed  by  men. 

But 
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But  in  this  commonwealth,  no  man  having  any 
reafon  to  complain  of  oppreffion  in  confcience,  and 
no  man  having  hopes,  by  advancing  his  religión,  to 
form  a  party,  or  break  in  upon  the  State,  the  diffe- 
rences  in  opinión  make  none  in  affeótions,  and  little 
in  converfation,  where  it  ferves  but  for  entertainment 
and  variety.  i  They  argüe  without  interdi  or  anger  *, 
they  differ  without  enmity  or  fcorn  *,  and  they  agree 
without  confederacy.  Men  live  together,  like  citizens 
of  the  world,  aflociated  by  the  common  ties  of  hu- 
manity,  and  by  the  bonds  of  peace,  under  the  im- 
partial  proteílion  of  indiíferent  laws,  with  equal  en- 
couragement  of  all  art  and  induílry,  and  equal  free- 
dom  of  fpeculation  and  inquiry  *,  all  men  enjoying 
their  imaginary  excellencies  and  acquifitions  of  know- 
ledge  with  as  much  fafety,  as  their  more  real  poíleí- 
fions  and  improvements  of  fortune.  The  power  of 
religión  among  them,  where  it  is,  lies  in  every  man’s 
heart.  The  appearance  of  it  is  but  like  a  piece  of  hu- 
manity,  by  which  every  one  falls  moít  into  the  com¬ 
pan  y  or  converfation  of  thofe,  whofe  cuíloms  and  hu- 
mours,  whofe  talk  and  difpofitions,  he  likes  beíl :  and 
as,  in  other  places,  it  is  in  every  man’s  choice  with 
whom  he  will  eat  or  lodge,  with  whom  go  to  market, 
or  to  court ;  fo  it  leems  to  be  here,  with  whom  he 
will  pray,  or  go  to  church,  or  affociate  in  the  lervice 
and  worfhip  of  God  :  ñor  is  any  more  notice  taken, 
or  more  cenfure  paíTed,  of  what  every  one  chufes  in 
thefe  cafes,  than  in  the  other. 

I  believe  the  forcé  of  commerce,  alliances,  and  ac- 
quaintances,  fpreading  fo  far  as  they  do  in  fmall  cir- 
cuits  (fuch  as  the  Province  of  Holland)  may  contri¬ 
bute  much  to  make  converfation,  and  aU  the  offices 
of  common  lite,  fo  eafy,  among  fo  different  opinions, 
of  which  fo  many  feveral  perfons  are  often  in  every 
man’s  eye ;  and  no  man  checks  or  takes  offence  at 
faces,  or  cuíloms,  or  ccremonies,  he  fees  every  dar, 
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as  at  thofe  he  hears  of  in  places  far  diftant,  and  perhaps 
by  pardal  relations,  and  comes  to  fee  late  in  his  life, 
and  after  he  has  long  been  poíTeíTed  by  paffion  or  pre- 
judice  againft  them.  Hovvever  it  is,  religión  may 
poílibly  do  more  good  in  other  places,  but  it  does  lefs 
hurt  here :  and,  where-ever  the  inviíible  eífefts  of  it 
are  the  greateft  and  moft  advantageous,  I  am  fure  the 
vifible  are  fo  in  this  country,  by  the  continual  and 
undifturbed  civil  peace  of  their  Government  forfo  lons: 
a  courie  of  years ;  and  by  fo  mighty  an  increafe  of 
their  people,  wherein  will  appear  to  confift  chiefiy  the 
vaft  grovvth  of  their  trade  and  riches,  and  confequent- 
1y  the  ílrength  and  greatnefs  of  their  State. 

CHAP,  VI. 

Of  their  trade . 

IT  is  evident  to  thofe,  who  have  read  the  moft,  and 
travelled  fartheft,  that  no  country  can  be  found 
either  in  this  prefent  age,  or  upon  record  of  any  ftory, 
where  fo  vaft  a  trade  has  been  managed,  as  in  the 
narrow  compafs  of  the  four  maritime  Provinces  of 
this  commonwealth  :  nay,  it  is  generally  efteemed, 
that  they  have  more  fhipping  belongs  to  them,  than 
there  does  to  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  Yet  they  have 
no  native  commodities  towards  the  building  or  rio;- 
ging  of  the  fmalleíl  veflel ;  their  flax,  hemp,  pitch, 
wood,  and  iron,  coming  all  from  abroad,  as  wool 
does  for  cloatliing  their  men,  and  corn  for  feeding 
them.  Ñor  do  I  knovv  any  thing  properly  of  their 
own  o-rowth,  that  is  confiderable  either  for  their  own 
necefiary  ufe,  or  for  trafiick  with  their  neighbours,  be- 
iides  butter,  cheefe,  and  earthen-wares.  For  havens, 
they  have  not  any  good  upon  their  whole  ccaft :  the 
beft  at  Helvoetíluys,  which  has  no  trade  at  all ;  and 
Flufhing,  which  has  little,  in  comparifon  of  other 
towns  in  HoUand :  but  Amílerdam,  that  triumphs 
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in  the  fpoils  of  Liíbon  and  Antwerp  (which  before 
engroífed  the  greateft  trade  of  Europe  and  thc  Indies) 
feems  to  be  the  molí  incommodicus  haven  they  have, 
being  feated  upon  fo  fhallow  waters,  that  ordinary 
íhips  cannot  come  up  to  it  without  the  advantage  of 
tides;  ñor  great  ones  without  unlading.  The  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Teffel,  and  paífage  over  the  Zudder  fea, 
is  more  dangerous  than  avoyagefrom  thence  to  Spain, 
lying  all  in  blind  and  narrow  channels ;  fo  that  it 
eafily  appears,  that  it  is  not  a  haven  that  draws  trade, 
but  trade  that  filis  a  haven,  and  brings  it  in  yogue. 
Ñor  has  Holland  grown  rich  by  any  native  com- 
modities,  but  by  torce  of  induftry  *,  by  improvement 
and  manufacture  of  all  foreign  growths;  by  being 
the  general  magazine  of  Europe,  and  furniífiing  all 
parts  with  whatever  the  market  wants  or  invites  ;  and 
by  their  feamen  being,  as  they  have  properly  been 
called,  the  common  carriers  of  the  world. 

Since  the  ground  of  trade  cannot  be  deduced  from 
havens,  or  native  commodities  (as  may  well  be  ccn- 
cluded  from  thefurvey  of  Holland,  which  has  the  leaít 
and  the  worft;  and  of  Ireland,  which  has  the  molí 
and  the  beft,  of  both)  it  were  not  amifs  to  confider, 
from  what  other  fource  it  may  be  more  naturally  and 
certainly  derived  :  for,  if  v/e  talk  of  induftry,  we  are 
ftill  as  much  to  feek,  what  it  is  that  malees  people  in- 
duftrious  in  one  country,  and  idle  in  another.  I  con¬ 
che  the  true  original  and  ground  of  trade  to  be, 
great  multitude  of  people  crouded  into  fmall  compafs 
of  land,  whereby  all  things  neceíTary  to  life  become 
dear,  and  all  men,  who  have  pofteffions,  are  induced 
to  parfimony  ;  but  thofe,  wlio  have  none,  are  torced 
to  induftry  and  labour,  or  elle  to  want.  Bodies,  that 
are  vigorous,  tall  to  labour  ;  fuch,  as  are  not,  fup- 
ply  that  defedt  by  fome  fort  of  inventions  or  ino-e- 
nuity.  ihefe  cuftoms  arife  firft  from  nccelTity,  but 
increaft  by  imitation,  and  grow  in  time  to  be  habi¬ 
tual 
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tual  in  a  country  ;  and  where-ever  they  are  fo,  if  it 
lies  upon  tlie  fea,  they  naturally  break  out  into  trade, 
both  becaule  whatever  they  want  of  their  own,  that 
is  neceífary  to  fo  many  men’s  lives,  muít  be  fupplied 
from  abroad  ;  and  becaufe,  by  the  muititude  of  peo- 
pie,  and  fmallnefs  of  country,  land  grows  fo  dear,  that 
the  improvement  of  money  that  way  is  inconfiderable, 
and  fo  turns  to  fea,  where  the  greatnefs  of  the  profit 
makes  amends  for  the  venture. 

This  cannot  be  better  illuftrated,  than  by  its  con- 
trary,  which  appears  no  where  more  than  in  Ireland  $ 
where,  by  the  largenefs  and  plenty  of  the  food,  and 
fcarcity  of  people,  all  things  neceífary  to  life  are  fo 
cheap,  that  an  induílrious  man,  by  two  days  labour, 
may  gain  enough  to  feed  him  the  reft  of  the  week  ; 
which  I  take  to  be  a  very  plain  ground  of  the  lazinefs 
attributed  to  the  people  :  for  men  naturally  prefer 
eafe  before  labour,  and  will  not  take  pains,  if  they  can 
live  idle :  though  when,  by  neceífity,  they  have  been 
inured  to  it,  they  cannot  leave  it,  being  grown  a  cuf- 
tom  neceífary  to  their  health,  and  to  their  very  enter- 
tainment  :  ñor  perhaps  is  the  change  harder,  from 
conílant  eafe  to  labour,  than  from  conftant  labour  to 


eaíe. 

This  account  of  the  original  of  trade  agrees  with 
the  experience  of  all  ages,  and  with  the  conftitutions 
of  all  places,  where  it  has  moft  flourifhed  in  the  world, 
as  Tyre,  Carthage,  Athens,  Syracufe,  Agrigentum, 
Rhodes,  Venice,  Holland  j  and  will  be  fo  obvious  to 
every  man,  that  knows  and  confiders  the  fituation, 
the  extent,  and  the  nature,  of  all  thofe  countries,  that 
it  will  need  no  enlargement  upon  the  comparifons. 

By  theie  examples,  which  are  all  of  commonwealths, 
and  bv  the  decay  and  diífolution  of  trade  in  the  fue 
firft,  when  they  carne  to  be  conquered,  or  fubje&ed 
to  arbitrary  dominions,  it  might  be  concluded,  that 

there  is  fomething,  in  that  form  of  government,  pro¬ 
per 
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per  and  natural  to  trade,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner. 
But  the  height  it  arrived  to  at  Bruges  and  Antwerp, 
under  their  Princes,  for  four  or  five  defcents  of  the 
houfe  of  Burgundy,  and  twoof  Auftria,  fhews,  it  may 
thrive  under  good  Princes  and  legal  monarchies,  as 
well  as  under  free  States.  Under  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical  povver  it  muít  of  necefllty  decay  and  difíblve, 
becaufe  this  empties  a  country  of  people,  whereas  the 
others  fill  it  \  this  extinguidles  induftry,  whilft  men 
are  in  doubt  of  enjoying  themfelves  what  they  get,  or 
leaving  it  to  their  children ;  the  others  encourage  it, 
by  fecuring  men  of  both  ;  one  filis  a  country  with 
foldiers,  and  the  other  with  merchants ;  who  were  ne- 
ver  known  yet  to  live  well  together,  becaufe  they 
cannot  truft  one  another.  And  as  trade  cannot  live 
without  mutual  truft  among  prívate  men ;  fo  it  cannot 
grow  or  thrive,  to  any  great  degree,  without  a  con- 
fidence  both  of  public  and  prívate  fafety,  and  confe- 
quently  a  truft  in  the  government,  from  an  opinión 
of  its  ftrength,  wifdom,  and  juftice ;  which  muft  be 
grounded  either  upon  the  perfonal  virtues  and  qua- 
lities  of  a  Prince,  or  elfe  upon  the  conftitutions  and 
orders  of  a  State. 

It  appears  to  every  man’s  eye  who  hath  travelled 
Holland,  and  obferved  the  number  and  vicinity  of 
their  great  and  populous  towns  and  villages,  with 
the  prodigious  improvement  of  almoft  every  fpot  of 
ground  in  the  country,  and  the  great  multitudes  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  their  íhipping  abroad,  and  their 
boats  at  home,  that  no  other  known  country  in  the 
world,  of  the  fame  extent,  holds  any  proportion  with 
this  in  numbers  of  people ;  and,  if  that  be  the  great 
Foundation  of  trade,  the  beft  account  that  can  be 
given  of  theirs,  will  be  by  confidering  the  caufes  and 
accidents,  that  have  ferved  to  forcé  or  invite  fo  vaft 
a  confluence  of  people  into  their  country,  In  the  firft 
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rank  may  be  placed  the  civil  wars,  calamities,  períé- 
cutions,  oppreffions,  or  difeontents,  that  have  been 
fo  fatal  to  moit  of  their  neighbours,  for  fome  time 
befóte,  as  well  as  fince,  their  State  began. 

The  perfecutions  for  matters  of  religión,  in  Ger- 
many  under  Charles  V,  in  France  under  Henry  II, 
and  in  England  under  Queen  Mary,  forced  great 
numbers  of  people  out  of  all  thofe  countries,  to  Ihel- 
ter  themfelves  in  the  feveral  towns  of  the  Seventeen 
Provinces,  where  the  ancient  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  privileges  of  the  cities,  had  been  inviolate  under 
fo  long  a  fucceffion  of  Princes,  and  gave  proteílion 
to  thefe  opprelTed  ftrangers,  who  filled  their  cities 
both  with  people  and  trade,  and  raifed  Antwerp  to 
fuch  a  height  and  renown,  as  continued  till  the  Duke 
of  Alva’s  arrival  in  the  Low-Countries.  The  fright 
of  this  man,  and  the  orders  he  brought,  and  arms  to 
execute  them,  began  to  fcatter  the  flock  of  people 
that  for  fome  time  had  been  nefted  there  ;  fo  as,  in 
very  few  months,  above  1 00,000  families  removed  out 
of  the  country.  But  when  the  feven  Provinces  United, 
and  began  to  defend  themfelves  with  fuccefs,  under 
the  condudl  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  counte- 
nance  of  England  and  France,  and  the  perfecutions 
for  religión  began  to  grow  íharp  in  the  Spaniíh  pro¬ 
vinces,  all  the  profefiors  of  the  reformed  religión,  and 
haters  of  the  Spaniíh  dominión,  retired  into  the  ftrow» 
cities  of  this  commonweaith,  and  gave  the  fame  date 
to  the  growth  of  trade  there,  and  the  decay  of  it  at 
Antwerp.  , 

The  long  civil  wars,  at  firft  of  France,  then  of 
Germany,  and  laítly  of  England,  fe r ved  to  increafe 
the  fwarm  in  this  country,  not  only  by  fuch  as  were 
perfecuted  at  home,  but  great  numbers  of  peaceable 
men,  who  carne  here  to  feek.fbr  quiet  in  their  lives; 
»nd  íáfety  in  their  poíTeffions  or  trades ;  Uke  thofe 

birds 
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birds  that,  upon  the  approach  of  a  rough  winter-fea- 
fon,  leave  the  countnes  where  they  were  born  and 
bred,  fly  away  to  fome  kinder  and  fofter  climate,  and 
never  return  till  the  frofts  are  paít,  and  the  winds  are 
Jaid  at  home. 

The  invitation  thefe  people  had,  to  fix  racher  i n 
Holland  than  in  many  better  countries,  feems  to  have 
been,  at  firft,  the  great  ftrength  of  their  towns,  which 
by  their  maritime  fituation,  and  the  low  flatnefs  of 
their  country,  can  with  their  fluices  overflow  all  the 
ground  about  them  at  fuch  diftances,  as  to  become 
inaccefiible  to  any  land  forces.  And  this  natural 
ftrength  has  been  improved,  efpecially  at  Amfterdam, 
by  all  the  art  and  expence  that  could  any  ways  con-  ' 
tribute  towards  the  defence  of  the  place. 

Next  was  the  conftitution  of  their  government,  by 
which,  neither  the  States-General,  ñor  the  Prince, 
have  any  power  to  invade  any  man’s  perfon  or  pro- 
perty  within  the  precinfts  of  their  cities.  Ñor  could 
it  be  feared  that  the  fenate  of  any  town  íhould  con- 
fpire  to  any  fuch  violence  ;  ñor,  if  they  did,  could 
they  poffibly  execute  it,  having  no  foldiers  in  their 
pay,  and  the  burghers  only  being  employed  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  towns,  and  execution  of  all  civil  jultice 
among  them. 

Thefe  circumílances  gave  fo  great  a  credit  to  the 
bank  of  Amfterdam  ;  and  that  was  another  invitation 
for  people  to  come  and  lodge  here  what  partof  their 
money  they  could  tranfport,  and  knew  no  v/ay  of  fe- 
curing  at  home.  Ñor  did  thofe  people  only  lodge 
money s  here,  vvho  carne  over  into  the  country  •,  but 
many  more,  who  never  left  thídr  own,  though  they 
provided  for  a  retreat,  or  againít  a  ftorm,  and  thought 
no  place  fo  lecure  as  this,  ñor  from  whence  they  might 
lo  eafily  draw  their  money  intp  any  parís  of  the  world. 

Another  circumftance  was,  the  general  liberty  and 
safe,  not  only  in  point  of  confci^nce,  but  all  others 
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that  ferve  to  the  commodiouíhefs  and  quiet  of  life  * 
every  man  following  his  own  way,  minding  his  own 
bufinefs,  and  little  enquiring  into  other  men’s  ;  which, 
I  fuppofe,  happened  by  fo  great  a  concourfe  of  peo- 
pie  of  feveral  nations,  different  religions  and  cuftorrts, 
as  left  nothing  ftrange  or  new ;  and  by  the  general 
humour,  bent  all  upon  induílry  *  whereas  curiofity  is 
only  proper  to  idle  men. 

Befides,  it  has  ever  been  the  great  principie  of  their 
State,  running  through  all  their  provinces  and  cities, 
even  with  emulation,  to  make  their  country  the  com- 
mon  refuge  of  all  miferable  men •,  from  whofe  pro¬ 
tección,  hardly  any  alliances,  treaties,  or  interefts, 
have  ever  been  able  to  divert  or  remove  them.  So  as, 
during  the  great  dependance  this  Stafe  had  upon 
France,  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV,  all  the  perfons  dif- 
graced  at  that  court,  or  banifhed  that  country,  made 
this  their  common  retreat  ñor  could  the  State  ever 
be  prevailed  with,  by  any  inflan ces  of  the  French  Am- 
baíiadors,  to  refufe  them  the  ufe  and  liberty  of  com- 
mcn  life  and  air,  under  the  prote&ion  of  their  go- 
vernment. 

This  firmnefs  in  the  State  has  been  one  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  has  invited  fo  many  unhappy  men 
outofall  their  neighbourhood,  and  indeed  from  moft 
parts  of  Europe,  to  íhelter  themfelves  from  the  blows 
of  juftice,  or  of  fortune.  Ñor  indeed  does  any  coun¬ 
try  feem  ib  proper  to  be  made  ufe  of  upon  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  not  only  in  refpeól  of  fafety,  but  as  a  place 
that  holds  fo  conftant  and  eafy  correfpondences  with 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  whither  any  man  may  draw 
whatever  money  he  has  at  his  difpofal  in  any  other 
place  *,  where  neither  riches  expofe  men  to  danger^ 
ñor  poverty  to  contempt :  but  on  the  contrary,  where 
parñmony  is  honourable,  whether  it  be  neceíTary  or 
no  •  and  he,  that  is  forced  by  his  fortune  to  live  íow, 
'may  here  alone  live  in  faíhion,  and  upon  equal  terms 
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(in  appearance  abroad)  with  the  chiefeíl  of  their  Mi- 
nifters,  and  richeft  of  their  merchants  :  noris  it  eafi- 
ly  imagined,  how  great  an  effeít  this  conftitution 
among  them  may,  in  courfe  oí'  time,  have  had  upon 
the  increafe  both  of  their  people  and  their  trade. 

As  the  two  firft  invitations  of  people  into  this 
country  were  the  ftrength  of  their  towns,  and  nature 
of  their  government;  fo  two  others  have  grown 
with  the  courfe  of  tipie,  and  progrefs  of  their  riches 
and  power.  One  is  the  reputation  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  arifing  from  the  obfervation  of  the  fuccefs  of 
their  arms,  the  prudence  of  their  negotiations,  the 
fteadinefs  of  their  counfels,  the  conítancy  of  their 
peace  and  quiet  at  home,  and  the  confideration  they 
hereby  arrived  at  among  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Chriftendom.  From  all  thefe,  men  grew  to  a  gene¬ 
ral  opinión  of  the  wifdom  and  conduít  of  their  State; 
and  of  its  being  eftabliíhed  upon  foundations  that 
could  not  be  íhaken  by  any  common  accidents,  ñor 
confequently  in  danger  of  any  great  or  fudden  revo- 
lutions  ;  and  this  is  a  mighty  inducement  to  indu- 
ftrious  people  to  come  and  inhabit  a  country,  who 
feek  not  onlyfafety  under  laws  from  injuítice  and  op- 
preffion,  but  likewife,  under  the  ftrength  and  good 
conducid  of  a  State,  from  theviolence  of  foreign  in^ 
vafions  or  of  civil  commotions. 

The  other  is,  the  great  beauty  of  their  country 
(forced  in  time,  and  by  the  improvements  of  induftry? 
in  fpite  of  nature)  which  draws  every  day  fuch  num- 
bers  of  curious  and  idle  peribns  to  fee  their  Provin- 
ces,  though  not  to  inhabit  them.  And  indeed  their 
country  is  a  much  better  miftrefs  than  a  wife,  and 
where  few  perfons,  who  are  v/ell  at  home,  would  be 
content  to  live  ;  but  where  none,  that  have  time  and 
money  to  fpare,  would  not  for  once  be  willing  to  tra- 
vel ;  and  as  England  íhews,  in  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  what  nature  can  arrive  at ;  fo  does  Holland, 
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in  the  number,  greatnefs,  and  beauty  of  their  towns, 
whatever  art  can  bring  to  país.  But  thefe  and  many 
other  matters  of  fpeculation  among  them,  filling  the 
obfervations  of  all  common  travellers,  íhall  make 
no  part  of  mine,  whofe  defign  is  rather  to  difcover 
the  caufes  of  their  trade  and  riches,  than  to  relate  the 
effefts. 

Yet  it  may  be  noted  hereupon,  as  a  piece  of  wif- 
dom  in  any  kingdom  or  State,  by  the  magnificence 
of  courts,  or  of  public  ílrudtures  ;  by  encouraging 
beauty  in  private  buildings,  and  the  adornment  of 
towns  with  pleaiant  and  regular  plantations  of  trees  ; 
by  the  celebration  of  fome  noble  feftivals  or  folemni- 
ties ;  by  the  inftitution  of  fome  great  marts  or  fairs 
and  by  the  contrivance  of  any  extraordinary  and  re* 
nowned  fpeótacles,  to  invite  and  occafion,  as  much 
and  as  often  as  can  be,  the  concourle  of  bufy  or  idle 
people  from  the  neighbouring  or  remoter  nations, 
whofe  very  paflage  and  intercourfe  is  a  great  increafe 
of  wealth  and  of  trade,  and  a  fecret  incentive  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  inhabit  a  country,  where  men  may  meet  with 
equal  advantages,  and  more  entertainments  of  lite, 
than  in  other  places.  Such  were  the  Olympic  and 
other  games  among  the  Graecians  ;  fuch  the  triumphs, 
trophies,  and  fecular  plays  of  oíd  Rome,  as  well  as 
the  fpedtacles  exhibited  afterwards  by  the  Emperors, 
with  fuch  ftupenduous  effeéis  of  art  and  expence,  for 
courting  or  entertaining  the  people  ;  fuch  the  Jubilees 
of  new  Rome  ^  the  jufts  and  tournaments  formerly 
ufed  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  Chriftendom ;  the  fef¬ 
tivals  of  the  more  celebrated  orders  oí  knighthood ; 
and,  in  particular  towns,  the  carnavals  and  fairs  ;  the 
kirmiíhes,  which  run  through  all  the  cities  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  in  fome  of  them,  with  a  great  deal 
of  pageantry,  as  wre!l  as  traffic,  being  equal  baits  of 
pleafure  and  of  gaim 

Having 
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Having  thus  difcovered  what  has  laid  the  great 
foundations  of  their  trade,  by  the  multitude  of  their 
people,  which  has  planted  and  habituated  induftry  a- 
mong  them,  and,  by  that,  all  forts  of  manufacture, 
as  well  as  parfimony,  and  thereby  general  wealth :  I 
fhall  enumérate,  very  briefly,  fome  other  circumftan- 
ces,  that  feem,  next  to  thefe,  the  chief  advancers  and 
encouragers  of  trade  in  their  country. 

Low  intereft,  and  dearnefs  of  land,  are  effects  of 
the  multitude  of  people,  and  caufeof  fo  much  money 
to  lie  ready  for  all  projeóls  by  which  gain  may  be 
expedted,  as  the  cutting  of  canals,  making  bridges 
and  cawfeys,  levelling  downs,  and  draining  marfhes, 
befides  all  new  eífays  at  foreign  trade  which  are  pro- 
pofed  with  any  probability  of  advantage. 

The  ufe  of  their  banks,  which  fecures  money,  and 
makes  all  payments  eafy,  and  trade  quick. 

The  fale  by  regiftry,  which  was  introduced  here 
and  in  Flanders  in  the  time  of  Charles  V,  and  makes 
all  purchafes  fafe. 

The  feverity  of  juftice,  not  only  againft  all  thefts, 
but  all  chéats,  and  counterfeits  of  any  public  bilis 
(which  is  capital  among  them)  and  even  againft  all 
common  beggars,  who  are  difpofed  of  either  into 
work-houfes,  or  hofpitals,  as  they  are  able  or  unable 
to  labour. 

The  convoys  of  merchant-fleets  into  all  parts,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  but  efpecially  into  the  Straits  ;  which 
give  their  trade  fecurity  againft  many  unexpeóted  ac- 
cidents,  and  their  nation  credit  abroad,  and  breeds 
up  feamen  for  their  fhips  of  war. 

The  lownefs  of  their  cuftoms,  and  eafinefs  of  pay- 
ing  them,  which,  with  the  freedom  of  their  ports, 
invite  both  ftrangers  and  natives  to  bring  commodi- 
ties  hither,  not  only  as  to  a  market,  but  as  to  a  ma- 
gazine,  where  they  lodge  till  they  are  invited  abroac} 
io  other  and  better  markets. 
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Order  and  exaótnefs  in  managing  their  trade,  which 
brings  their  commodities  in  credit  abroad.  This  was 
firfe  introduced  by  fevere  laws  and  penalties,  but  is 
fince  grown  into  cuftom.  Thus  there  have  been  a- 
bov^e  thirty  feveral  placarts  about  the  manner  of  cu- 
ring,  pickling,  and  barrelling  herrings.  Thus  all 
arms,  made  at  Utrecht,  are  forfeited,  if  fold  without 
mark,  or  marked  without  trial.  And  I  obferved  in 
their  India-houfe,  that  all  thepieces  of  fcarlet,  v/hich 
are  fent  in  great  quantities  to  thofe  parts,  are  marked 
with  the  Engliíh  arms,  and  inferiptions  in  Engliíh  ; 
by  which  they  maintain  the  credit  gained  to  that 
commodity  by  our  former  trade  to  parts  where  it  is 
now  loft  or  decayed. 

The  government  managed  either  by  men  that  trade, 
or  whoíe  families  have  rifen  by  it,  or  who  have  them- 
felves  fome  intereíl  going  in  other  men’s  traffic,  or 
who  are  born  and  bred  in  towns  the  foul  and  being 
whereof  confifts  wholly  in  trade ;  which  makes  fure 
of  all  favour,  that,  from  time  to  time,  grows  necef- 
fary,  and  can  be  given  it  by  the  government. 

The  cuíiom  of  every  town’s  affedting  fome  particu¬ 
lar  commerce  or  ftaple,  valuing  itfelf  thereupon,  and 
fo  improving  it  to  the  greateft  height :  as  Flufhing, 
by  that  of  the  Weft-Indies;  Middleburgh,  of  French 
wines-,  Terveer,  by  the  Scots  llaple  ;  Dort,  by  the 
Engliíh  ftaple,  and  RTcniíh  wines ;  Rotterdam,  by 
the  Engliíh  and  Scotch  trade  at  large,  and  by  French 
wines ;  Ley  den,  by  the  manufacture  of  all  forts  of 
ftuffs,  filk,  hair,  gold  and  filver  ;  Haerlem,  by  linen, 
míxt  ftuffs,  and  fiowers  ;  Delft,  by  beer  and  Dutch 
porcelana ;  Surdam,  by  the  built  of  Ships  Enchuy- 
íen  and  Mazland-fluys,  by  herring- fiíhing ;  Friez- 
land,  by  the  Greenland  trade;  and  Amfterdam  by 
that  of  the  Eaíl-Indies,  Spain,  and  the  Straits. 

The  great  application  of  the  whole  Frovince  to  the 
fiíhing-  trade  upon  the  ccafts  of  England  and  Scot- 
3  iand. 
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land,  which  employs  an  incredible  number  of  fhips 
and  feamen,  and  fupplies  mofe  of  the  fouthern  parts 
pf  Europe  with  a  rich  and  neceíTary  commodity. 

The  laft  I  íhall  mention  is,  the  mighty  advance 
they  have  made  towards  engrofling  the  whole  com- 
merce  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  their  fuccefies  againft 
the  Fortuguefe,  and  by  their  many  wars  and  viro¬ 
nes  againft  the  natives,  whereby  they  have  forced 
them  to  treaties  of  commerce,  exclufive  to  all  other 
nations,  and  to  the  admiffion  of  forts  to  be  built  up- 
on  ftraits  and  paífes  that  command  the  entranccs 
into  the  traffic  of  fuch  places.  This  has  been  atchiev- 
ed  by  the  multitude  of  their  people  and  mariners, 
that  has  been  able  to  furniíh  every  yearfo  many  great 
fhips  for  fuch  voyages,  and  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  lives,  as  the  changes  of  climate  have  coft,  be- 
fore  they  learnt  the  method  of  living  in  them  ;  by 
the  vaílnefs  of  the  ftock  that  has  been  turned  vvholly 
to  that  trade ;  and  by  the  conduót  and  application 
of  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  have  managed  it 
like  a  commonwealth,  rather  than  a  trade,  and  there- 
by  raifed  a  State  in  the  Indies,  governed  indeed  by 
the  orders  of  the  company,  but  otherwiíe  appearing 
to  thofe  nations  like  a  fovereign  State,  making  war 
and  peace  with  their  greateft  Kings,  and  able  to  bring 
to  fea  forty  or  fifty  men  of  war,  and  thirty  thoufand 
men  at  land,  by  the  modefteft  computations.  The 
ftock  of  this  trade,  befides  what  it  turns  to  in  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  the  Straits,  and  Germany,  makes  them 
fo  great  mafters  in  the  trade  of  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  as  Mufcovy,  Poland,  Pomerania,  and  all  the 
Baltic ;  where  the  ípices,  that  are  an  Indian  drug, 
and  European  luxury,  command  all  the  commodities 
of  thofe  countries,  which  are  fo  neceíTary  to  life,  as 
their  corn  •,  and  to  navigation,  as  hemp,  pitch,  mafts, 
plapks,  and  iron0 
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Thus  the  trade  of  this  country  is  difcovered  to  be 
no  effeót  of  common  contrivances,  of  natural  dilpo- 
íitions  or  fituation,  or  of  trivial  accidents ;  but  of  a 
great  concurrence  of  circumftances,  a  long  courfe  of 
time,  forcé  of  orders  and  method,  which°nevcr  be- 
fore  met  in  the  world  to  fuch  a  degree,  or  with  fo 
prodigious  a  fuccefs,  and  perhaps  never  will  again. 
Having  grown  (to  fum  up  all)  from  the  fituation  of 
their  country,  extended  upon  the  íea,  divided  by  two 
btch  rivers  as  the  Rhine  and  the  hTaes,  with  the  vi-* 
cinity  of  the  Ems,  Wefer,  and  Elve ;  from  the  con¬ 
vence  of  people  out  of  Flanders,  England,  France, 
and  Germany,  invited  by  the  ftrength  of  their  towns* 
and  by  the  conilitutions  and  credit  of  their  govern- 
ment ;  by  the  liberty  of  conlcience,  and  íecurity  of 
Fíe  and  goods  ( fubjeéted  only  to  con  flan  t  laws) ; 
from  general  induftry  and  parfimony,  occafioned  by 
the  multitude  of  people,  and  fmallnefs  of  coun¬ 
try  ;  from  cheapnefs  and  eafinefs  of  carriage,  by  con- 
vemence  of  canals  j  from  low  ufé,  and  dearneís  of 
land,  which  turn  money  to  trade  j  the  inñitution  of 
banks  ;  faíe  by  regiftry  •,  care  of  convoys  •  fmallnefs 
of  cuftoms ;  freedom  of  porta  •,  order  in  trade  ;  inter- 
e(t  of  perfons  in  the  government ;  particular  traffic 
afféfted  to  particular  places ;  application  to  the  filh- 
ery ;  and  acqdifitions  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

It  is  no  conftant  rule,  That  trade  makes  riches  •,  for 
there  may  be  a  trade  that  impoveriíhes  a  nation  :  as 
ít  is  not  going  often  tomarket  that  enriches  the  coun- 
tryman  -,  but,  on  the  contrary,  if,  every  time  he  comes 
there,  he  buys  to  a  greater  valué  than  he  fells,  he 
grows  the  poorer  the  oftener  he  goes :  but  the  only 
and  certain  fcak  of  riches,  arifing  from  trade  in  a 
nation,  is  the  proportion  of  what  is  exported  for  the 

coníumption  of  others,  to  what  is  imported  for  their 

own 
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The  true  ground  of  this  proportlon  lies  i n  the  ge* 
neral  induftry  and  parfimony  of  a  people,  or  in  the 
contrary  of  both.  Induílry  increafes  the  native  com- 
modity,  either  in  the  produót  of  the  foil,  or  the  ma- 
nufaólures  of  the  country,  which  raifes  the  ftock  for 
exportation.  Parfimony  leífens  the  confumption  of 
their  own,  as  well  as  of  foreign  commodities  *  and 
pot  only  abates  the  importation  by  the  laft,  but  in* 
creafes  the  exportation  by  the  firft  \  for,  of  all  na¬ 
tive  commodities,  the  leis  is  confumed  in  a  country, 
the  more  is  exported  abroad ;  there  being  no  com- 
modity,  but,  at  one  price  or  other,  will  find  a  mar- 
ket,  which  they  wiil  be  maílers  of,  who  can  afford 
it  cheapeít :  fuch  are  always  the  moft  induílrious  and 
parfimonious  people,  who  can  thrive  by  prices  upon 
which  the  lazy  and  expenfive  cannot  live. 

The  vulgar  miftake,  that  importation  of  foreign 
wares,  if  purchafed  abroad  with  native  commodities, 
and  not  with  money,  does  not  make  a  nation  poorer, 
is  but  what  every  man,  that  gives  himfelf  leifure  to> 
think,  muft  immediately  reótify,  by  finding  out,  that, 
upon  the  end  of  an  account  between  a  nation,  and  all 
they  deal  with  abroad,  whatever  the  exportation  wants 
in  valué,  to  balance  that  of  the  importation,  muft  of 
neceífity  be  made  up  with  ready  money. 

By  this  we  find  out  the  foundation  of  the  riches  of 
Holland,  as  of  their  trade  by  the  circumftances  al- 
ready  rehearfed.  For  never  any  country  traded  fo 
much,  and  confumed  fo  little:  they  buy  infinitely* 
but  it  is  to  fell  again,  either  upon  improvement  of  the 
commodity,  or  at  a  better  market.  They  are  the 
great  maílers  of  the  Indian  fpices,  and  of  the  Per- 
fian  filks,  but  wearplain  woollen,  and  feed  upon  their 
own  fifh  and  roots.  Nay,  they  fell  the  fineft  of  their 
own  cloth  to  France,  and  buy  coarfe  out  of  England 
for  their  own  wear.  They  fend  abroad  the  beft  of 
their  own  butter  into  all  parts,  and  buy  the  cheap- 

eft 
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eft  out  oflreland,  or  the  north  of  England,  for  thclr 
own  ufe.  In  íhort,  they  furniíh  infinite  luxury  which 
they  never  praftife,  and  traífic  in  pleafures  which 
they  never  taíle. 

The  Gentlemen  and  officers  of  the  army  change 
their  cloaths  and  their  modes  like  their  neighbours. 
But,  among  the  whole  body  of  the  civil  magiftrates, 
the  merchants,  the  rich  traders,  and  citizens  in  ge¬ 
neral,  the  fafhions  continué  ítill  the  fame  ;  and  others 
as  conftant  among  the  feamen  and  boors  ;  fo  that 
men  leave  oíf  their  cloaths  only  becaufe  they  are  woru 
out,  and  not  becaufe  they  are  out  of  fafhion. 

Their  great  foreign  confumption  is  French  wine 
and  brandy  ;  but  that  may  be  allowed  them  as  the  on¬ 
ly  reward  they  enjoy  of  all  their  pains,  and  as  that  a- 
lone  which  makes  them  rich  and  happy  in  their  vo- 
luntary  poverty,  who  would  otherwife  feem  poor  and 
wretched  in  their  real  wealth.  Befides,  what  they 
fpend  in  wine,  they  fave  in  corn  to  make  other  drinks, 
which  is  bought  from  foreign  parts.  And,  upon  a 
preflure  of  their  affairs,  we  fee  now,  for  two  years  to-, 
gether,  they  have  denied  themfelves  even  this  com¬ 
fort,  among  all  their  forrows,  and  made  up  in  paf- 
live  fortitude,  whatever  they  have  wanted  in  the  ac^ 
tive. 

Thus  it  happens,  that  much  going  conftantly  out, 
cither  in  commodity,  or  in  the  labour  of  fea-faring 
men,  and  little  coming  in  to  be  confumed  at  home  * 
the  reft  returns  in  coin,  and  filis  the  country  to  that 
degree,  that  more  filver  is  feen  in  Hoíland,  among 
the  common  hands  and  purfes,  than  brafs  either  in 
Spain  or  in  France  •,  though  one  be  fo  rich  in  the  beft 
pative  commcdities,  and  the  other  drain  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  the  Weft-Indies.  v 

By  all  this  account  of  their  trade  and  riches,  it  will 
appear,  that  fome  of  our  maxims  are  not  fo  certain, 
as  they  are  current,  in  our  common  politics.  As, 

firft. 
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firíl  that  example,  and  encouragement  of  excefs  and 
luxury,  if  employed  in  the  coníumption  of  native 
commodities,  is  of  advantage  to  trade  :  it  may  be  fo 
to  that  which  impoveriíhes,  but  it  is  not  to  that  which 
enriches  a  country  ;  and  is  indeed  lefs  prejudicial,  if 
it  lie  in  native,  than  in  foreign  wares.  But  the  cuftom 
or  humour  of  luxury  and  expence  cannot  ftop  at  cer- 
tain  bounds ;  what  begins  in  native,  will  proceed  in 
foreign  commodities  •,  and,  though  the  example  arife 
among  idle  perfons,  yet  the  imitation  will  run  into  all 
deo-rees,  even  of  thofe  men  by  whofe  induftry  the  na- 
tion  fubfifts.  And  befides,  the  more  of  our  own  we 
fpend,  the  lefs  we  íhall  have  to  fend  abroad ;  and  fo 
it  will  come  to  pafs,  that,  while  we  drive  a  vaft  trade, 
yet,  by  buying  much  more  than  we  fell,  we  íhall  come 
to  be  peor :  whereas,  when  we  drove  a  very  fmall 
traffic  abroad,  yet,  by  felling  fo  much  more  than  we 
bought,  we  were  very  rich  in  proportion  toour  neigh- 
bours.  This  appeared  in  Edward  Ill’s  time,  when 
we  maintained  fo  mighty  wars  in  France,  and  carried 
our  viftorious  arms  into  the  heart  of  Spain  :  whereas, 
in  the  2  8th  year  of  that  King’s  reign,  the  valué  and 
cuftom  of  all  our  exported  commodities  amounted 
10294184!.  17S.  2d.  and  that  of  imported,  but  to 
38970 1.  3S.  6d.  So  as  there  muft  have  entered 
that  year  into  the  kingdom  in  coin,  or  bullion  (or 
elfe  have  grown  a  debt  to  the  nation)  255214I.  13  s. 
8  d.  And  yet  we  then  carried  out  our  wools  un- 
wrought,  and  brought  in  a  great  part  of  our  cloaths 
from  Flanders. 

Another  common  maxim  is,  that  if,  by  any  fo¬ 
reign  invafion,  or  fervitude,  the  State,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  trade,  of  Holland  íhould  be  ruined,  the  laíl 
would  of  courfe  fall  to  our  íhare  in  England.  Which 
is  no  confequence ;  for  it  would  certainly  break  into 
feveral  pieces,  and  íhift,  either  to  us,  to  Flanders,  to 
the  Hans  Towns,  or  any  other  parís,  according  as 

the 
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the  moft  of  t fióle  circumftances  íhould  any  where 
concur  to  invite  it  (and  the  likeft  to  fuch)  as  appear  to 
have  formerly  drawn  it  into  Holland,  by  fo  mighty  a 
confluence  of  people,  and  fo  general  a  vein  of  induf- 
try  and  paríimony  among  them.  And  whoever  pre- 
tends  to  equal  their  growth  in  trade  and  riches,  by 
other  ways  than  fuch  as  are  already  enumerated,  will 
prove,  I  doubt,  either  to  deceive,  or  to  be  deceived. 

A  third  is,  that  if  that  State  were  reduced  to  great 
extremities,  fo  as  to  become  a  Province  to  fome  great. 
er  power,  they  would  chufe  our  fubje&ion  rather  than 
any  other ;  or  thofe,  at  leaft,  that  are  the  maritime, 
and  the  richeft  of  the  Provinces.  But  it  will  be  more 
reafonably  concluded,  from  all  the  former  difcourfes, 
that,  though  they  may  be  divided  by  abfolute  con- 
quefts,  they  will  never  divide  themfelves  by  confent, 
but  all  fall  one  way,  and,  by  common  agreement, 
make  the  beít  ternas  they  can  for  their  country,  as  a 
Province,  if  not  as  a  State :  and,  before  they  come  to 
fuch  an  extremity,  they  will  firft  feek  to  be  admitted, 
as  a  Belgic  circle,  in  the  Empire  (which  they  were 
of  oíd)  and  thereby  receive  the  proteCtion  of  that 
mighty  body,  which  (as  far  as  great  and  fmaller  things 
may  be  compared)  feems  the  likeft  their  own  State  in 
its  main  conftitutions,  but  efpecially  in  the  freedom 
or  fovereignty  of  the  imperial  cities.  And  this  I  have 
often  heard  their  Minifters  fpeak  of,  as  their  laft  re- 
fuge,  in  cafe  of  being  threatened  by  too  ftrong  and 
fatal  a  conjuncture. 

And,  if  this  Ihould  happen,  the  trade  of  the  Pro- 
v/nces  would  rather  be  prefervsd  or  increafed,  than 
any  way  broken  or  deftroyed,  by  fuch  an  alteration  of 
their  State,  becaufe  the  liberties  of  the  country  would 
continué  what  they  are,  and  the  fecurity  would  be 
greater  than  now  it  is. 

The  laft  I  will  mention  is  of  another  vein  :  That,  if 
the  Prince  of  Orangs  were  made  Sovereign  of  their 

country. 
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eountry,  though  by  foreign  arms,  he  would1  be  a  great 
Prince,  becaufe  this  now  appears  to  be  fo  great  a 
State.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  Provinces 
would  foon  become  a  very  mean  country.  For  fuch 
a  power  muít  be  maintained  by  forcé,  as  ir  would  be 
acquired,  and  as  indeed  all  abfolute  dominión  muft 
be  in  thofe  Provinces.  This  would  raife  general  dif- 
contents;  and  thofe  perpetual  feditions  among  the 
towns,  which  would  change  the  orders  of  the  country, 
endanger  the  property  of  private  men,  and  íhake  the 
credit  and  faíety  of  the  government :  whenever  this 
íhould  happen,  the  people  would  fcatter,  induítry 
would  faint,  banks  would  difíblve,  and  trade  would 
decay  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  probably,  in  courfe  of 
time,  the  very  digues  would  be  no  longer  maintained 
by  the  defences  of  a  weak  people,  againft  fo  furious 
an  invader;  but  the  fea  would  break  in  upon  their 
land,  and  leave  their  chiefeít  cides  to  be  fiíher  towns 
as  they  were  of  oíd. 

.  Without  any  fuch  great  revolutions,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion,  that  trade  has,  for  fome  years  ago,  paíl  its  me- 
ridian,  and  begun  feníibly  to  decay  among  them  ; 
whereof  there  feem  to  be  leveral  caufes  *,  as,  firft,  the 
general  application,  that  fo  many  other  nations  have 
made  to  it,  within  thefe  twoor  three  and  twenty  years. 
For  fince  the  peace  of  Muníler,  which  reítored  the 
quiet  of  Chriftendom  in  1 648,  not  only  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  but  France  and  England,  have  more  par- 
ticularly,  than  ever  before,  bufied  the  thoughts  and 
councils  of  their  feveral  governments,  as  well  as  the 
humours  of  their  people,  about  the  matters  of  trade. 

Ñor  has  this  happened  without  good  degreesof  fuc- 
cefs  \  though  kingdoms  of  fuch  extent,  that  have 
other  and  nobler  foundations  of  greatnefs,  cannot  raife 
ti  ade  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  this  little  State,  which  had 
no  other  to  build  upon  ;  no  more  than  a  man,  who 
fias  a  fair  and  plentiful  eftate,  can  fall  to  labour  and 


200  Ohfervations  upon  the  United  Provine  es. 

induftry,  like  one  that  has  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  fot 
the  fupport  of  his  life.  But,  however,  all  thefe  na- 
tions  have  come,  of  late,  to  íhare  largely  with  them  $ 
and  there  feem  to  be  grown  too  many  traders  for  trade 
in  the  world,  lo  as  they  can  hardly  live  one  by  an- 
other.  As  in  a  great  populous  village,  the  firíl  gro- 
cer,  or  mercer,  that  fets  up  among  them,  grows  pre- 
fently  rich,  having  all  the  cuftom  ;  until  another,  en- 
couraged  by  his  luccefs,  comes  to  fet  up  by  him,  and 
Ihare  in  his  gains  ;  at  length  fo  many  fall  to  the  trade, 
that  nothing  is  got  by  it  ^  and  fome  muft  give  over, 
or  all  muft  break. 

Not  many  ages  paft,  Yenice  and  Florence  poíleíTed 
all  the  trade  of  Europe ;  the  laft  by  their  manufac¬ 
tures  ;  but  the  firft  by  their  íhipping  :  and  the  whole 
trade  of  Perfta  and  the  Indies,  whofe  commodities  were 
brought  (thofe  by  land,  and  thefe  by  the  Arabian  fea) 
to  Egypt,  from  whence  they  were  fetched  by  the  Ve¬ 
nenan  fleets,  and  difperfed  into  moft  of  the  parts  of 
Europe  :  and  in  thofe  times  we  find  the  whole  trade 
of  England  was  driven  by  Venetians,  Florentines,  and 
Lombards.  The  Eafterlings,  who  were  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  Elans  Towns,  as  Dantzick,  Lubeck, 
Hamburgh,  and  others  upon  that  coaft,  fell  next  into 
trade,  and  managed  all  that  of  thefe  northern  parts  for 
many  years,  and  brought  it  firft  down  to  Bruges,  and 
from  thence  to  Antwcrp.  The  firft  navigations  of 
the  Portuguefe  to  the  Eaft-Indies  broke  the  greatnefs 
of  the  Venetian  trade,  and  drew  it  to  Lifbon  :  and 
the  revolt  of  the  Netherlands,  that  of  Antwerp  to 
Holland.  But,  in  all  this  time,  the  other  and  greater 
nations  of  Europe  concerned  themfelves  little  in  it ; 
their  trade  was  war ;  their  counfels  and  enterpnfes 
were  bufied  in  the  quarrels  of  the  Eíoly  Land,  or  in 
thofe  between  the  Popes  and  Emperors  (both  of  the 
fame  forge,  engaging  all  chriftian  Princes,  and  ending 
in  the  preatnefs  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  State  throughout 

Chriftendom  :> 
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Chriftendom  :)  fometimcs,  in  the  mighty  wars  be- 
tween  England  and  France,  betwecn  France  and 
Spain :  the  more  general  between  Chriílians  and 
Turks ;  or  more  particular  quarrels,  between  leíTer 
and  neighbouring  Princes.  In  fhort,  the  kingdoms 
ánd  principalities  were  in  the  world,  like  the  Ñoble- 
men  and  Gentlernen  in  a  country ;  the  free  ftates  and 
cities,  like  the  merchants  and  traders  :  thefe  at  firít 
defpifed  by  the  others ;  the  others  ferved  and  revered 
by  them ;  until,  by  the  various  courfe  of  events  in 
the  world,  fome  of  thele  carne  to  grow  rich  and  pow- 
erful  by  induftry  and  parfimony  ;  and  fome  of  the 
others,  poor  by  war  and  by  luxury  :  which  made  the 
traders  begin  to  take  upon  them,  and  carry  it  like 
Gentlernen  ;  and  the  Gentlernen  begin  to  take  a  faney 
oí  íalling  to  trade.  By  this  fhort  account  it  will  ap- 
pear  no  wonder,  either  that  particular  places  grew  fo 
rich  and  fo  mighty,  while  they  alone  enjoyed  almoft 
the  general  trade  of  the  world  ;  ñor  why  not  only  the 
trade  in  Holland,  but  the  advantage  of  it  in  general* 
íhouldfeem  to  be  leífened  by  fo  many  that  fhare  it. 

Another  caufe  of  its  decay  in  that  State  may  be, 
that,  by  the  mighty  progrefs  of  their  Faft-India  com- 
pany,  the  commodities  of  that  country  are  grown 
more  than  thefe  pares  of  the  world  can  take  off ;  and, 
confequently,the  rates  of  them  muft  needs  be  lefiened, 
ivhile  the  charge  is  increafed  by  the  great  wars,  the 
armies,  and  forts,  neceíTary  to  maintain,  or  extend, 
the  acquifitions  of  that  company  in  the  Indies.  For, 
inftead  of  five  or  fix  Eaft-India  fhips,  which  ufed  to 
make  the  fleet  of  the  year,  rhey  are  now  rifen  to 
eighteen  or  twenty  (I  think  two  and  twenty  carne  in 
one  year  tothe  United  Provinces.)  This  is  the  reafoa 
why  the  particular  perfons  of  that  company  in  HoF 
land  make  not  fo  great  advantage  of  the  lame  ftock, 
as  thofe  of  ours  do  in  England  ;  though  their  com- 
pany  be  very  much  richcr,  and  drives  a  far  greater 
V  ol ,  L  q  trade 
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trade  than  ours,  which  is  exnauíled  by  no  charge  of 
armies,  or  forts,  or  fhips  of  war  :  and  this  is  the  rea- 
fon,  that  the  Dutch  are  forced  to  keep  ib  iong  and  fa 
much  of  thofe  commodities  in  their  magazines  here, 
and  to  bring  them  out,  only  as  the  markets  cali  for 
them,  or  are  able  to  take  off  •,  and  why  they  bring  fo 
much  lefs  from  the  Indies  than  they  were  able  to  do? 
if  there  were  vent  enough  here  :  I  remember,  one  of 
their  feamen,  newly  landed  out  of  their  Eaít-India 
fleet,  in  the  year  69,  upon  difeourfe  in  a  boat  between 
Delf  and  Leyden,  faid,  he  had  feen,  before  he  carne 
away,  three  heaps  of  nutmegs  burnt  at  a  time,  each 
of  which  was  more  than  a  fmall  church  could  hold, 
which  he  pointed  at  in  a  village  that  was  in  fight. 

Another  caufe  may  be  the  great  cheapnefs  of  cor n, 
which  has  been  for  thefe  dozen  years,  or  more,  gene¬ 
ral  in  all  thefe  parts  of  Europe,  and  which  has  a  very 
great  inñuence  upon  the  trade  of  Hoiiand.  For  a 
great  vent  of  Indian  commodities  (at  leaft  the  fpices* 
which  are  the  grofs  of  them)  ufed  to  be  made  into 
the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  in  exchange  for  corn, 
while  it  was  taken  off  at  good  rates  by  the  markets  of 
Flanders,  England,  Francé,  Spain,  or  Italy ;  in  all 
which  countries  it  has  of  late  years  gone  fo  low,  as  to 
difeourage  the  import  of  fo  great  quantities,  as  ufed 
to  come  from  Poland  and  Pruflia,  and  other  parts  ot 
thenorth.  Now  the  lefs  valué  thofe  nations  receive 
for  corn,  the  lefs  they  are  able  to  give  for  fpice  ;  which 
is  a  great  Jofs  to  the  Dutch  on  both  ñdes,  leflening 
the  vent  of  their  Indian  ware  in  the  Northern,  and 
the  traffic  of  corn  in  the  Southern  parts.  The  caufe 
of  this  great  cheapnefs  of  corn  feems  to  be,  not  fo 
much  a  courfe  of  plentiful  and  feafonable  years,  as 
the  general  peace  that  has  been  in  Europe  fmee  the 
year  59,  or  60  *,  by  which  fo  many  men  and  fo  much 
land  have  been  turned  to  huíbandry,  that  were  before 

employed  in  the  wars,  or  lay  wafted.  by  them  in  all 
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the  frontier  provinces  of  France  and  Spain,  as  well  as 
throughout  Germán  y,  before  the  peace  of  Munfter 
and  in  England  during  the  actions  or  confequences  of 
a  civil  war  :  and  plentygrows  not  to  a  height,  but  by 

the  fucceffion  of  j'everal  peacefui  as  well  as  feafonablg 
years. 

The  laít  caufe  I  will  mention  ia  the  mighty  en, 
largement  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  by  that  which  is 
.-calíed  the  NewTown  ;  the  exten t  whereof  is  fo  fpa, 
cious,  and  the  buiidings  of  fo  mtich  greater  beauty 
and  coft  than  the  oíd,  that  it  muft  have  employed  a 
vafb  proportion  of  that  ftock  which  in  this  city  was 
before  wholly  turned  to  trade.  Bebdes  títere  leeros 
to  have  been  growing  on,  for  thefe  Iater  years,  a  great 
vie  of  Juxury  and  expence  among  many  of  the  rner- 
chants  of  that  town,  than  was  e ver  íormerly  k.nown  : 
which  was  obferved  and  complained  of,  as  well  as  the 
enlargement  of  their  city,  by  fome  of  the  wifeft  of 
their  Minifters,  while  I  rofided  among  them,  who  de, 
figned  fome  regulations  bVfumptuary  laws  ;  as  know, 
ing  the  very  foundations  of  their  trade  vvould  foon  be 
wndermined,_  if  the  habitual  induftry,  parfimony,  ancí 
fimphcity  ot  their  people  carne  to  be  over-run  by 
luxuiy,  ídlenefs,  and  excefs.  Floweverit  liappened*, 

I  found  it  agreed  by  all  the  mol!,  diligent  and  cir- 
cumfpeft  enquiñes  I  could  make,  that°  in  the  years 
69  and  70,  there  was  harcüy  any  foreign  trade-amono* 
them,  bebdes  that  of  the  Indies,  by  which  the  tradérs 
made  the  returns  of  their  money  without  ¡ofsV  and 
none,  by  which  the  common  gain  was  above  two  or 
three  in  the  hundred.  So,  as  it  feems  to  be  with 
trade,  as  with  the  fea  (its  element)  that  has  a  certain 
pitch  above  which  it  never  rifes  in  the  higheft  tides, 
and  begins  to  ebb,  as  foon  as  cver  it  ceaíes  to  bow-, 
and  ever  lofes  ground  in  one  place,  proportjpnable  tq 
what  jt  gains  in  another. 


Q  3 
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CHAP.  VIL 

Of  their  j orces  and  revenues . 

TH  E  ftrength  and  forces  of  a  kingdorn,  oríhitc* 
wcre  me  afu  red,  in  former  ages,  by  the  numbers 
of  native  and  warlike  fubjefts  which  they  could  draw 
into  the  field,  upon  any  war  with  their  neighbours. 
National  quarrels  were  decided  by  national  armies, 
not  by  ftipendiary  forces  (railed  with  money,  or  main- 
tained  by  conftant  pay.)  In  the  feveral  kingdoms  and 
principalities  of  Europe,  the  bodies  of  their  armies 
were  compofed,  as  they  are  ftill  in  Poland,  of  the  No- 
bility  and  Gentry,  who  were  bound  to  attend  their 
Princes  to  the  wars,  with  certain  numbers  of  armed 
men,  according  to  the  tenure  and  extent  of  the  feve¬ 
ral  lordfhips  and  lands  they  held  of  the  crown  :  where 
thefe  were  not  proportionable  to  the  occafion,  the  reít 
were  made  up  of  fubje£ts  drawn  together  by  love  of 
their  Prince  or  their  country,  by  delire  of  conquefts 
and  fpoils,  or  neceffity  of  defence  ;  held  together  by 
allegiance  or  religión  ;  and  fpirited  by  honour,  re- 
venge,  or  avarice  (not  of  what  they  could  get  from 
their  leaders,  but  from  their  enemies.)  A  battle  or 
two,  fairly  fought,  decided  a  war  •,  and  a  war  ended 
the  quarrel  of  an  age,  and  either  loít  or  gained  the 
caufe  or  country  contended  for  :  till  the  change  of 
times  and  accidents  brought  it  to  a  new  decifion  ;  till 
the  virtues  and  vices  of  Princes  made  therrí  ftronger 
or  weaker,  either  in  the  love  and  obedience  of  their 
people,  or  in  fuch  orders  and  cuftoms  as  rendered 
their  fubjeíis  more  or  lefs  warlike  or  effeminate. 
Standing  forces,  or  guards  in  conftant  pay,  were  no 
where  ufed  by  lawful  Princes  in  their  native  or  here- 
ditary  counties,  but  only  by  conquerors  in  lubdued 
provinces,  or  ufurpers  at  home  ;  and  were  a  defence 
only  againft  fubjeéts,  not  againíl  enemies. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  orders  feem  firft  to  have  been  changed  in 
Europe  by  the  two  States  of  Venice  and  Holland  : 
both  of  them  fmall  in  territories  at  land,  and  thofe 
extended  in  frontier  upon  powerful  neighbours  *,  both 
of  tliem  weak  in  number  ot  native  fubjeébs,  and  thofe 
lefs  warlike  at  land,  by  turning  fo  much  to  traffic, 
and  to  fea :  but  both  of  them  mighty  in  riches  and 
trade ;  which  made  them  endeavour  to  balance  their 
neighbours  ftrength  in  native  fubje£ts  by  foreign  íli* 
pendiary  bands  ;  and  to  defend  their  frontiers  by  the 
arts  of  fortification,  and  ftrength  of  places,  which 
might  draw  out  a  war  into  length  by  fieges,  when 
they  durft  not  venture  it  upon  a  battle  ;  and  fo  make 
it  many  times  determine  by  forcé  of  money,  rather 
than  of  arms.  This  forced  thofe  Princes,  who  fron- 
tiered  upon  the  States,  to  thefe  lame  provifions  ;  which 
have  been  increaled  by  the  perpetual  courfe  oí  wars, 
upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  ever  fince  the  rife  ot 
this  State,  until  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  between 
Princes  bordering  one  upon  the  other  s  and  fo,  ready 
for  fudden  inroads  or  invafions. 

The  forcé  therefore  of  thefe  Provinces  is  to  be 
xneafured,  not  by  the  number  or  difpofitions  of  their 
fubjeéts,  but  by  the  ftrength  of  their  íhipping,  and 
ftanding-troops,  which  they  conftantly  maintain,  even 
in  time  of  peace  ;  and  by  the  numbers  of  both,  which 
they  have  been  able  to  draw  into  the  field,  and  to  fea, 
for  fupport  of  a  war ;  by  their  conftant  revenue  to 
maintain  the  firft ;  and  by  the  temporary  charge  they 
have  been  able  to  furnifh  for  lupply  of  the  other. 

I  will  not  enumérate  their  frontier  towns  (which  is 
a  common  theme)  or  the  forces  neceflary  for  the  gar- 
rifons  of  them  ;  ñor  the  nature  and  variety  of  their 
taxes  and  impofitions,  though  I  have  an  exadt  lift  of 
them  by  me,  expreffing  the  feveral  kinds,  rates,  and 
proportions,  upon  every  Province  and  town :  but  this 
WQV>ld  íweli  a  difeourfe  with  a  great  deal  of  tedioüs 
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tnatter*  and  to  little  purpofe.  I  fhall  therefore  bé 
contení  only  to  obferve,  what  I  have  informed  myfelf 
of  their  torces  and  revenues  in  general,  from  perfons 
among  them  the  beít  abk  to  give  that  account. 

The  órdinary  revenue  of  this  State  confiíh,  either 
in  what  is  levied  in  the  conquered  towns,  and  country 
©f  Eraban t,  Flanders,  or  the  Rhine  y  which  is  wholly 
kdminiftered  by  the  Council  of  State  :  or  elfe  the  or- 
dinaryfunds  which  the  Seven  Provinces  provide  every 
year,  according  to  their  fe-veral  proportions,  upon  the 
petition  of  the  council  of  State,  and  computation  of 
the  charge  of  the  enfuing  year*  given  in  by  them  to 
the  States- General  And  this  revenue  commonly 
ámoünts  to  about  ohe  and  twenty  milüons  of  guilders 
a-year  ;  every  million  making  about  ninety  thoufand 
pounds  Sterling,  intrinfic  valué,  * 

The  chief  funds,  out  of  which  this  rifes*  are,  the 
cxcife  and  the  cuílüms :  the  firfb  is  ojear,  and  ib  ge- 
itera!,  that  í  have  heard  it  obferved  at  Ámíterdam, 
that,  when,  in  a  tavern,  a  certain  niíh  of  fifia  is  eaten 
with  the  üfual  fauce,  above  thirty  feveral  excifes  are 
paid  for  what  is  neceflary  to  that  fmall  fervice.  The 
laft  are  low  and  eafy,  and  applied  particularly  to  the 
Admiral  ty. 

Out  of  this  revenue  is  íupplied  the  charge  of  the 
whole  milice,  of  al!  public  officers  of  the  State,  and 
ArnbaíTadors,  or  Miniílers  abroad,  and  the  intereft  of 
about  thirteen  mülions  owing  by  the  States-General. 

The  ftanding-forces  in  the  year  1670,  upon  fo  ge¬ 
neral  a  peace,  and  after  all  reformations,  were  twenty- 
fix  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  in  ten  regiments  of 
horfe  conlifting  of  fifty  troops  *  and  nineteen  of  foot, 
confifting  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  companies. 
The  conftant  charge  of  thefe  forces  ftood  them  in  fix 
millions  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  guilders 
a-year. 


The 
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The  Admiralties,  in  time  of  peace,  maintain  be- 
tween  thirty  and  forty  men  of  war,  employed  in  the 
feveral  convoys  of  their  merchants  fleets,  in  a  iqua- 
dron  of  eight  or  ten  íhips,  to  attend  the  Algerines  and 
other  Corfairs  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  lome  alway* 
lying  ready  in  their  havens  for  any  fudden  accidenta 
or  occafions  of  the  State.  The  common  expence  of 
the  Admiralties  in  this  equipage,  and  the  built  of 
Ihips,  is  about  fix  millions  a-year. 

Beíides  the  debt  of  the  Generalitv,  the  Province  of 
Holland  owes  about  íixtyTve  millions,  for  which 
they  pay  intereft  at  four  in  the  hundred  ;  but  vvith 
fo  great  eafe  and  exaótnefs,  both  in  principal  and 
intereft,  that  no  man  ever  demands  it  twice  j  they 
might  take  up  whatever  money  they  defired,  Who- 
ever  is  admitted  to  bring  in  his  money,  takes  it  for  a 
great  deal  of  favour ;  and,  when  they  pay  oíf  any  parí 
of  the  principal,  thofe  it  belongs  to  receive  it  with 
tears,  not  knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  it  to  intereft 
with  fuch  fafety  and  eafe.  And  the  common  revenuc 
of  particular  men  lies  much  in  the  cantores,  either  of 
the  Generality,  or  the  feveral  Provinces,  which  are  the 
regiftries  of  thefe  public  debts. 

Of  the  feveral  impofts  and  excifes,  thofe  that  are 
upon  certain  and  immoveable  poíTeífions  (as  houfes 
and  lands)  are  colledted  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the  fe¬ 
veral  places,  and  by  them  paid  in  to  the  receivers, 
becaufe  both  the  number  and  valué  of  them  are  con- 
ftant  and  eafily  known.  Thofe,  which  arife  out  of 
uncertain  confumptions,  are  all  fet  out  to  farm,  and 
to  him  that  bids  moft,  fome  every  three  months, 
fome  every  fix,  and  fome  yearly. 

The  colleftion,  receipt,  and  diftribution  of  all  pub¬ 
lic  monies  are  rnade  without  any  fee  to  officers,  who 
receive  certain  conftant  falaries  from  the  State,  which 
they  daré  not  increafe  by  any  prívate  praótices,  or  ex- 
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tortions :  fo,  whoever  has  a  bilí  of  any  public  debt, 
has  fo  much  rpady  money  in  his  cofFers,  being  paid 
certainly  at  cali,  without  charge  or  trouble ;  and  af- 

figned  over  in  any  payment,  like  the  beft  bill  of  ex- 
change, 

The  extraordinary  revenue  is,  when  upon  fome 
great  occaíions,  or  wars,  the  Generality  agrees  to  any 
extraordinary  contributions :  as  iometimes  the  hun- 
dredth  penny  of  the  eftates  of  all  the  inhabitants  j 
poli,  or  chimney-money  •,  or  any  other  fubfidies,  and 
payments,  according  as  they  can  agree,  and  the  oc- 
caftons  require  ;  vvhich  have  fometimes  reached  fo 
far,  as  even  to  an  impofition  upon  every  man  that 
travels  in  the  common  ways  of  their  country,  by 
boat,  or  in  a  coach  •,  in  waggon,  or  on  horfeback. 

By  all  thefe  meaos,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  Englifh 
war,  in  1665,  there  were  raifed  in  the  Provinces  for- 
ty  millions,  of  vvhich  twenty-two  in  the  Province  of 
Holland.  And,  upon  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter’s  inva- 
ding  them  at  the  lame  time  by  land,  they  had,  in 
the  year  66,  above  threefcore  thoufand  land-men  in 
pay ;  and  a  fleet  of  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  at 
fea. 

The  greatnefs  of  this  nation,  at  that  time,  feems 
juftly  to  have  raifed  the  glory  of  ours ;  vvhich,  during 
the  years  65  and  66,  maintained  a  war,  not  only  a- 
gainft  this  powerful  State,  but  againft  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Denmark  in  conjunction  with  them  : 
and  all,  at  a  time,  when  this  kingdom  vvas  forced  to 
ftruggle  at  lióme  with  the  calamitous  effeds  of  a  ra- 
ging  plague,  that,  in  three  months  of  the  firft 
year,  lvvept  away  incredible  numbers  of  people  •,  and 
of  a  prodigious  fire,  that,  in  three  days  of  the  fecond, 
laid  in  aikes  that  antient  and  famous  city  of  London 
(the  heart  and  center  of  our  commerce  and  riches) 
confuming  the  greateft  part  of  its  buildings,  and 
an  immenfe  proportion  of  its  wealth.  Yet,  in  the 
mxdíl  of  thefe  fatal  accidents,  thofe  two  fummers 

were 
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were  renovvned  with  three  batdes  of  the  mightieft 
fleets  that  ever  mee  upon  the  ocean ;  whereof  two 
were  determined  by  entire  and  unqueftioned  viítories, 
and  purfuit  of  our  enemies  into  their  very  havens. 
The  third  having  begun,  by  the  unfortunate  divifion 
of  our  fleet,  with  the  odds  of  ninety  of  their  íhips  a- 
gainft  fifty  of  ours  •,  and,  in  fpite  of  fuch  difadvan- 
tages,  having  continued,  or  been  renewed,  for  three 
days  together  (wherein  we  were  every  morning  the 
aggreífors)  ended  at  laft  by  the  equal  and  mutual 
weakneis  and  wearinefs  of  both  fides,  the  maims  of 
mips  and  tackling,  with  want  of  powder  and  am- 
munition  :  having  left  undecided  the  greateft  adtion 
that  will  perhaps  appear  upon  record  of  any  ítory. 
And  in  this  battle,  Monfieur  de  Witt  confelíed  to  me, 
That  we  gained  more  honour  to  our  nation,  and  to 
the  invincible  courage  of  our  feamen,  than  by  the 
other  two  victories :  that  he  was  fure  their  men 
could  never  have  been  brought  on  the  two  following 
days,  after  the  difadvantages  of  the  firft;  and  he  be° 
lieved  no  other  nation  was  capable  of  it  but  ours. 

I  will  not  judge  how  we  carne  to  fail  of  a  glorious 
peace  in  the  fix  months  next  fucceeding,  after  the  for¬ 
tune  of  our  laft  viciory,  and  with  the  honour  of  the 
wat:  but  as  any  rough  hand  can  break  a  bone, 
whereas  much  art  and  care  are  required  to  fet  it  again, 
and  reftore  it  to  its  firft  ftrength  and  proportion ;  fo 
it  is  an  eafy  part  in  a  Minifter  of  State  to  engage  a 
war,  but  it  is  given  to  few  to  know  the  times,°and 
find  the  ways  of  making  peace.  Yet  when,  after  the 
fenfible  events  of  an  unfortunate  negligence,  an  in- 
different  •  treaty  was  concluded  at  Breda,  in  1667, 
withirj  fix  months  tollowing,  by  an  alliance  with  this 
State  in  January  1668,  (which  was  received  with  in¬ 
medible  joy  and  applaufe  among  them)  his  Ma- 
jefty  became  the  unqueftioned  arbiter  of  all  the  af- 
fairs  of  Chriftendom  ¿  made  a  peace  bctween  the  two 

great 
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great  crowns,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  was  avow- 
ed  by  all  the  world  to  be  perfeétly  his  own,  and  was 
received  with  equal  applaufe  of  Chritlian  Princes 
abroad,  and  of  his  fubjeéts  at  home ;  and  fot  three 
years  fucceeding,  by  the  uníhaken  alliance  and  de— 
pendence  of  the  United  States,  his  Majefty  remained 
abfolute  mafter  of  the  peace  of  Chriítendom,  and  in 
a  p.oílure  of  giving  bounds  to  the  greateft,  as  weli  as 

proteftion  to  the  weakeft,  of  his  neighbours. 

*  •  <  •*  •** 

CHAP.  VIII. 
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"The  [canjes  of  their  fall  in  1672. 
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T  T  muft  be  ávowed,  that  as  this  State,  in  the  coúrfe 
and  progrefs  of  its  greatnefs  for  fo  many  years 
paft,  has  íhined  like  a  comet ;  fo,  in  the  revolutions 
of  this  laft  fummer,  it  feemed  to  fall  like  a  meteor, 
and  has  equally  amazed  the  world  by  the  one  and  the 
other.  When  we  eonfider  fuch  a  power  and  wealtb, 
as  was  related  in  the  laft  chapter,  to  have  fallen  in  a 
manner  proftrate  within  the  ipace  of  one  month  •  fo 
many  frontier  towns,  renowned  in  the  fieges  and  adi* 
ons  of  the  Spaniíh  wars,  entered  like  open  villages  by 
theFrench  troops,  without  defence,  or  almoft  denialv 
moft  of  them  without  any  blows  at  all,  and  all  of 
them  with  fo  few;  their  great  rivers,  that  were 
efteemed  ah  invincible  fecurity  to  the  provinces  of 
Holland  and  Utrecht,  pafted  with  as  much  eafe,  and 
as  fmall  refiftances,  as  little  fords ;  and,  in  fhort,  the 
veay  hearts  of  a  nation,  fo  valiant  of  oíd  againft  Rome, 
fo  obftinate  againft  Spain,  now  fubdued,  and,  in  a 
manner,  abandoning  all  before  their  danger  appear- 
ed  :  we  may  juftly  have  our  recourfe  to  the  fecret 
and  fixed  periods  of  all  human  greatnefs,  for  the  ac- 
count  of  fuch  a  revolution;  orrather  tothe  unfearch- 
able  decrees  and  irrefiftible  forcé  of  divine  providence ; 
though  it  feems  not  more  iinpious  to  queftion  it,  than 

to 
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to  meafure  it  by  our  fcale  ;  or  reduce  the  iíTues  and 
motions  of  that  eternal  will  and  power  to  a  confor- 
mity  with  what  is  efíeemed  juft,  wiie,  or  good} 
by  the  ufual  confent,  or  the  narrow  comprehenfion 
of  poor  mortal  men. 

But  as,  in  the  fearch  and  conñderation  even  of 
things  natural  and  common,  our  talento  I  fear,  is  to 
talk  rather  than  to  know  ;  fo  we  may  be  allowed  to 
enquire  and  reafon  upon  all  things,  while  we  do  not 
pretend  to  certainty,  or  cali  that  undeniable  truth, 
which  is  every  day  denied  by  ten  thoufand ;  ñor  thofe 
opinions  unreafonable,  which  we  know  to  be  held 
by  fuch  as  we  allow  to  be  reafonable  men,  I  fhall 
therefore  let  down  fuch  circumftances,  as  to  me  feem 
moít  evidently  to  have  confpired  in  this  revolution ; 
leaving  the  caufes  lefs  difcernible  to  the  fearch  of  more 
diícerning  perfons. 

And,  firíl,  I  take  their  vaft  tráde,  which  was  an 
occaíion  of  their  greatnefs,  to  have  been  one  likewife 
of  their  fall,  by  having  wholly  diverted  the  genius  of 
their  native  fubjeéts,  and  inhabitants,  from  arms,  to 
traflic  and  the  arts  of  peace ;  leaving  the  whole  for* 
tune  of  their  later  wars  to  be  managed  by  foreign 
and  mercenary  troops  *,  which  much  abafed  the  cou- 
rage  of  their  nation  (as  was  obfervéd  in  another  chap- 
terj  and  made  the  burghers  of  fo  little  moment  to- 
wax^ds  the  defence  of  their  towns  •  whereas  in  the  fa- 
mous  fieges  ofHaerlem,  Alcmer,  and  Leyden,  they 
had  made  fuch  brave  and  fierce  defences,  as  broke 
the  heart  of  the  Spanifh  armies,  and  the  fortune  of 
their  aífairs. 

Next  was  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  had  lefe 
them  now,  for  above  twenty  years,  too  fecure  of  all 
invafions,  or  enemies  at  land  ;  and  fo  turned  their 
whole  application  to  the  ftrength  of  their  forces  at 
fea  ;  which  have  been  íince  exercifed  with  two  Engliíli 
rwars  in  that  time,  and  enlivened  with  the  fmall  yearly 

expedí- 
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cxpeditions  into  the  Straits  againft  the  Algerines,  and 
other  Corlkirs  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Another  was,  their  too  great  parfimony,  in  reform- 
ing  ib  many  of  their  beft  foreign  officers  and  troops, 
npon  the  peace  of  Munfter ;  whofe  valour  and  con- 
du¿f  had  been  fo  great  occafions  of  inducing  Spain  to 
the  counfels  and  conclufions  of  that  treaty. 

But  the  greateft  of  all  others,  that  concurred  to 
weaken,  and  indeed  break,  the  ílrength  of  their  land 
milice,  was  the  alteration  of  their  State,  which  hap- 
pened  by  the  Perpetual  Edic't  of  Holland  and  Weft- 
Friezland,  upon  the  death  of  the  laft  Prince  of 
Orange,  for  exclufion  of  the  power  of  Stadtholder  in 
their  Province,  or  at  leaíl  the  feparation  of  it  froni 
the  charge  of  Captain-General.  Since  that  time,  the 
main  defign  and  application  of  thofe  Provinces  has 
been,  to  work  out,  by  degrees,  all  the  oíd  officers, 
both  native  and  foreign,  who  had  been  formerly 
fworn  to  the  Prince  of  Orante,  and  were  ftill  thounht 
affeítionate  to  the  intereft  of  that  family  ;  and  to  fill 
the  commands  of  their  army  with  the  fons  or  kinf- 
men  of  their  Burgomafters,  or  other  officers  or  de- 
puties  in  the  State,  whom  they  efteemed  fure  to  the 
conftitutions  of  their  popular  government,  and  good 
enough  for  an  age  where  they  faw  no  appearance  of 
cnemy  at  land  to  attack  them. 

But  the  humour  of  kindnefs  to  the  young  Prince, 
both  in  the  people  and  army,  was  not  to  be  diífolved, 
or  difperíed,  by  any  medicines,  or  operations,  either 
of  rigour  or  artiñee  ;  but  grew  up  infenfibly  with  the 
age  of  the  Prince,  ever  prefaging  fome  revolution  in 
the  State  when  he  íhould  come  to  the  years  of  afpi- 
ring,  and  managing  the  general  afteótions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  $  being  a  Prince  who  joined  to  the  great  quali- 
ties  of  his  Royal  blood  the  popular  virtues  of  his 
country ;  íilent  and  thoughtful  ^  given  to  hear,  and 
to  enquirej  oí  a  íound  and  fteady  underílanding  5 
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much  firmnefs  in  what  he  once  refolves,  or  once  de* 
nies  ;  great  induftry  and  application  to  his  bufinefs, 
üttle  to  his  pleafures ;  piety  in  the  religión  of  his 
country,  but  with  charity  to  others ;  tempcrance 
unufaal  to  his  youth,  and  to  the  climate  ;  frugal  in 
the  common  manageinent  of  his  fortune,  and  yet 
magnificent  upon  occafion  •,  of  great  ípirit  and  hcart, 
afpiring  to  the  glory  of  military  aftions,  with  ftrong 
ambition  to  grow  great,  but  rather  by  the  fervice, 
than  by  the  fervitude,  of  his  country;  in  íhort,  a  Prince 
of  many  virtues,  without  any  appearing  mixture  of 
vice. 

In  the  Engliíh  war,  begun  the  year  1 665,  the  States 
difbanded  all  the  Engliíli  troops  that  were  then  left 
in  their  fervice,  difperfing  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
our  nation,  who  ftaid  with  them,  into  other  compa- 
nies,  or  regiments  of  their  own.  After  the  French 
invafion  of  Flanders,  and  the  ftrict  alliance  between 
England  and  Holland  in  1668,  they  did  the  fame  by 
all  the  French  that  were  remaining  in  their  fervice  : 
fo  as  the  feveral  bodies  of  thefe  two  nations,  which 
had  ever  the  greateft  part  in  the  honour  and  fortune 
of  their  wars,  were  now  wholly  diífolved,  and  their 
ftanding  milice  compofed,  in  a  manner,  all  of  their 
own  natives,  enervated  by  the  long  ufes  and  arts  of 
traffic,  and  of  peace. 

But  they  were  too  great  a  match  for  any  of  the 
fmaller  Princes  their  neighbours  in  Germany ;  and 
too  fecure  of  any  danger  from  Spain,  by  the  know- 
iedge  of  their  forces,  as  well  as  difpoíitions  *,  and  be- 
ing  flridlly  allied  both  with  England  and  Sweden,  in 
two  feveral  defenfive  leagues,  and  in  one  common 
triple  alliance,  they  could  not  forefee  any  danger 
from  France,  who,  they  thought,  would  never  have 
the  courage,  or  forcé,  to  enter  the  lifts  with  fo  migh- 
ty  confederatcs  and  who  were  fure  of  a  conjunftion, 

when- 
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whenever  they  pleafed,  both  with  the  Emperor  and 
Spain. 

Befides,  they  knew  that  France  could  not  attack 
them,  without  paffing  through  Flanders  or  Germa- 
ny :  they  were  fure  Spain  would  not  fuffer  it  through 
the  firft,  if  they  were  backed  in  oppofmg  it,  as  fore- 
feeing  the  inevitable  lofs  of  Flanders,  upon  that  of 
Holland  :  and  they  could  hardly  believe,  the  pafíage 
Ihould  be  yielded  by  a  Germán  Prince,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  will  and  intentions  of  the  Emperor,  as 
well  as  the  commoñ  interefts  of  the  empire  :  fo  that, 
they  hoped  the  war  would,  at  leaft,  open  in  their 
neighbours  provinces,  for  whofe  defence  they  refolv- 
ed  to  employ  the  vahóle  forcé  of  their  State  ;  and  would 
have  made  a  mighty  reñftance,  if  the  quarrel  had  be- 
gun  at  any  other  doors,  but  their  own. 

They  could  not  imagine  a  conjunófíon  between 
Englandand  France,  for  the  ruin  of  their  State;  for, 
being  unacquainted  with  our  conílitutions,  they  did 
not  forefee,  how  we  fhould  find  our  intereft  in  it,  and 
meaíured  all  States  by  that  which  they  efteemed  to 
be  their  intereft.  Ñor  could  they  believe,  that  other 
Princes  and  States  of  Europe  would  fuffer  fuch  an  ad- 
dition  to  be  made  to  the  power  of  France,  as  a  con- 
queft  of  Holland. 

Befides  thefe  public  confiderations,  thcre  were  o- 
thers  particular  to  the  faftions  among  them  :  and 
fome  of  their  Minifters  were  neither  forward  ñor  fup- 
ple  enough  to  endeavour  the  early  breaking,  or  di- 
verting,  fuch  conjunótures  as  threatened  them  ;  be- 
caufe  they  were  not  without  hopes,  they  might  end 
in  renewing  their  broken  meafures  with  France ; 
which  thofe  of  the  commonwealth  partv  were  more 
inclined  to?  by  forefeeing  the  influence  that  their  al¬ 
cances  with  England  muft  needs  have  in  time,  to- 
wards  the  reftoring  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  autho- 
ritv  :  and  they  thought  at  the  worft,  that,  whenever 
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a  pinch  carne,  they  could  ñot  fail  of  a  fafe  bargain, 
in  one  market  or  other,  having  fo  vaft  a  treafure  rea- 
dy  to  employ  upon  any  good  occafion. 

Thefe  confiderations  made  them  commit  three  fa¬ 
tal  overñghts  in  their  foreign  negotiations  :  for  they 
made  an  alliance  with  Engdand,  without  enpvao-ine;  a 

kJ  j  o  o  o 

confidence  and  friendfhip :  they  broke  their  meafures 
with  France,  without  clofing  new  ones  with  Spain: 
and  they  reckoned  upon  the  aíTiftances  of  Sweden, 
and  their  neigbour  Princes  of  Germany,  without 
making  them  fure  by  fubfidiary  advances,  before  a 
war  began. 

Laftly,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  approaching  the 
two  and  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  which  the  States  of 
Holland  had,  íince  their  alliance  with  his  Majefty  in 
j668,  ever  pretended  fhould  be  the  time  of  advancing 
him  to  the  charge  of  Captain-General  and  Admiral 
of  their  forces,  though  without  that  of  Stadtholder. 
Eut  the  nearer  they  drew  to  this  period,  which  v/as 
like  to  make  a  new  figure  in  their  government,  the 
more  defirous  forne  of  their  Minifters  feemed,  either 
to  decline,  or  to  reftrain  it.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Prince  grew  confident  upon  the  former  promifes,  or, 
at  leaíf,  intimations  of  Holland,  and  the  concurring 
difpofitions  of  the  other  fix  Provinces  to  his  advance- 
ment :  and  his  party,  fpirited  by  their  hopes,  and  the 
great  qualities  of  this  young  Prince  (now  grown  ripe 
for  aítion,  and  for  enterprife)  refolved  to  bring  this 
point  to  a  fudden  decifion ;  againíl  which,  the  other 
party  prepared,  and  United  all  their  defences ;  fo  as 
this  íirong  difeafe,  that  had  been  fo  long  working  in 
the  very  bowels  of  the  State,  feemed  juft  upon  its 
crifis ;  when  a  conjunftion  of  two  mighty  Kings 
broügnt  upon  them  a  fudden  and  furious  invaíion  by 
íand  and  fea,  at  the  farrie  time,  by  a  royal  fieet  of  a- 
bove  fourfcore  fhips,  and  an  army  of  as  many  thou- 
fand  men. 
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When  the  States  faw  this  cloud  ready  to  break  up¬ 
en  them  (after  a  long  belief,  that  it  would  blow  over) 
they  began,  not  only  to  provide  ílaelter  at  lióme  with 
their  ufual  vigour,  but  to  look  out  for  it  abroad  (tho* 
both  too  late.)  Of  the  Princes  that  were  their  allies,  or 
concerned  in  their  danger,  fuch  as  were  far  off  could 
not  be  in  time ;  thé  nearer  were  unwilling  to  íliare 
in  a  danger  they  were  not  enough  prepared  for ;  moít 
were  contení  to  fee  the  pride  of  this  State  humbled ; 
lome  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  them  re- 
venged ;  many  would  have  ‘  them  mortified,  that 
would  not  have  them  deftroyed  •,  and  fo  all  refolved 
lo  leave  them  to  weather  the  florm,  as  they  could, 
for  one  campaign  ;  which,  they  did  not  believe,  could 
go  far  towards  their  ruin,  coníidering  the  greatnefs  of 
their  riches,  number  of  their  forces,  and  ílrength  of 
their  places. 

The  State,  in  the  mean  time,  had  increafed  their 
troops  to  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  had  begun  to  re- 
pair  the  fortifications  of  their  frontier  towns :  but  fo 
great  a  length  of  their  country  lay  open  to  the  French 
invafion,  by  the  territories  of  Cologn  and  Liege,  and 
to  the  Bifhop  aF-Muníler  (their  invetérate  enemy)  by 
Weftphalia,  that  they  knew  not  where  to  expeél  or 
provide  againít  the  firít  danger  :  and,  while  they  di- 
vided  their  forces  and  endeavours  towards  the  fecuring 
of  fo  many  garrifons,  they  provided  for  none  to  any 
purpofe  but  Maeílricht  •,  which  the  French  left  behind 
them,  and  fell  in  upon  the  towns  of  the  Rhine,  and 
the  heart  of  their  Provinces. 

Befides,  thofe  Miniíters,  who  had  ílill  the  direflion 
of  affairs,  bent  their  chief  application  to  the  ílrength 
and  order  of  their  fleet,  rather  than  of  their  army  \ 
whether  more  picqued  at  England  thanFrance,  upon 
the  vvar  and  manner  of  entering  into  it ;  or  believing 
that  a  viélory  at  fea  would  be  the  way  to  a  peace  with 
this  crown  :  or,  hoping  their  towns  would  not  fall  fo 
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faft,  but  that,  before  three  or  four  wcre  loft,  the  bu- 
finefs  at  fea  would  be  decided :  or,  perhaps,  content 
that  fome  ill  fucceífes  íliould  attend  the  Prince  of 
Orange  at  his  firft  en  trance  upon  the  command  of 
their  armies,  and  thereby  contribute  to  their  defigns 
of  reítraining  the  authority,  while  they  were  forced 
to  leave  him  the  ñame,  oí  Captain-General.  T  his, 
indeed,  was  not  likely  to  fail,  confidering  the  ill  con- 
ftitution  of  their  oíd  army,  the  hafty  levies  of  their 
new,  and  the  height  of  the  factions  now  broken  out  in 
the  State  •,  which  left  both  the  towns  and  the  troops 
in  fufpence,  under  whofe  banners  they  fought,  and  by 
whofe  orders  they  were  to  be  governed,  the  Prince’s 
or  the  State’s. 

There  happened,  at  the  fame  time,  an  accident 
unufual  to  their  climate,  which  was  a  mighty  drought 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  that  left  their  wa- 
ters  fordable  in  places  where  they  ufed  to  be  naviga- 
ble  for  boats  of  greateíl  burden.  And  this  gave  them 
more  trouble  and  diftrañion  in  the  defence,  as  their 
enemies  more  facility  in  the  paífage,  of  thofe  great 
rivers,  which  were  efteemed  no  fmall  fecurity  of  their 
country. 

And  in  this  poílure  were  the  affairs  of  this  com- 
monwealth,  when  the  war  broke  our,  with  thofe  fatal 
events  that  muft  needs  attend  any  kingdom,  or  ftate, 
where  the  violence  of  a  foreign  invafion  happens  to 
meet  with  the  diílrafted  eftate  of  a  domeftic  fedition 
or  difcontent,  which,  like  ill  humours  in  a  body,  rnake 
any  fmall  wound  dangerous,  and  a  great  one  mortal. 
They  were  ftill  a  great  body,  but  without  their 
ufual  foul ;  they  were  a  State,  but  it  was  of  the  dif- 
united  Provinces.  Their  towns  were  without  order ; 
their  burghers  without  obedience  ;  their  foldiers  with¬ 
out  difcipline  •,  and  all  without  heart :  whereas,  in  all 
fieges,  the  hearts  of  men  defend  the  walls,  and  not 
walls  the  men  :  and,  indeed,  i?  was  the  ñame  of  Eng- 
Vol.  I.  P  land 
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lancl  joining  in  the  war  againít  them,  that  broke  their 
hearts,  and  contributed  more  to  the  lofs  of  ib  many 
towns,  and  fo  much  country,  than  the  armies  of  Mun- 
iter,  or  France.  So  that,  upon  all  circumítances  con- 
fidered,  it  íeems  eafier  to  give  an  account,  what  it  was 
that  loft  them  ib  much,  than  what  faved  them  the 
reft. 

No  man  at  play  fees  a  very  great  game,  either  in 
his  own  or  in  another’s  hand,  unexpeftedly  loft,  but 
he  is  apt  to  confider,  whether  it  could  have  been  faved, 
and  how  it  ought  to  have  been  played.  The  fame 
enquiry  wili  be  natural  upon  the  fall  of  this  State,  and 
very  difficult  to  refolvc. 

Afterthe  mighty  growth  of  the  French,  and  decay 
of  the  Spaniíli  power,  which  drew  on  the  invafion  of 
Flanders  in  1667,  ^is  State  had  a  very  hard  game  to 
play  either  they  muít  fee  Flanders  wholly  loft,  and 
France  grown  to  confine  upon  them  (whom  they  liked 
as  an  ally,  but  dreaded  as  a  neighbour -,)  or  elle  they 
muít  join  with  France  to  divide  Flanders  between 
them  but  they  knew  what  it  was  to  íhare  with  the 
lion :  or  they  muít  join  with  Spain  to  defend  Flan¬ 
ders  againít  France,  that  is,  with  their  oíd  enemy, 
againít  their  oíd  friend:  or,  laítly,  they  muít  join 
with  England  for  the  defence  of  Flanders-,  neither 
breakifrg  with  France,  ñor  cloíing  with  Spain  ;  and 
frame  an  arbitrage,  but  fomething  of  a  rough  nature  ; 
rather  prefcribing  than  mediating  a  peace,  and  threaten- 
^  .  .  ing  a  war  upon  that  crown  that  refufed  it. 

They  chofe  the  laft,  and  wifelv,  as  all  men  thought : 
but,  though  this  alliance  was  happily  planted,  yet  it 
was  unhappily  cultivated,  and  fo  the  fruit  carne  to 
fall,  and  the  root  to  wither  upon  the  firít  change  of 
feafons,  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  we 
liave  lately  feen.  Whether  they  could  have  prevent- 
ed  a  conjunftion  of  England  with  France,  fhall  be  no 
part  of  my  fubjeét  for  I  pretend  not  to  know,  or  to 
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tell,  fecrets  of  State ;  and  intend  thefe,  not  for  the 
obfervations  of  an  ambafíador,  but  of  a  prívate  man 
as  I  am,  and  fuch  as  any  gentleman  might  eafily 
have  made,  who  had  refided  above  two  years,  as  í 
did,  in  Holland  ;  and  had  been,  as  I  was,  a  little  in- 
clined  to  obferve.  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  the  conjunótion 
of  England  with  France  was  to  this  State,  like  one  of 
thofe  difeafes  which,  the  phyficians  fay,  are  hard  to 
difcern,  while  they  are  eafy  to  cure  *,  but,  whenonce 
they  come  to  be  plainly  difcovered,  they  are  paft  re- 
medy. 

But,  as  Holland  had  ever  defended  itfelf  againft 
Spain,  by  England  and  France  ;  fo  it  ought  to  have 
done  againft  France,  by  England  and  Spain,  and  pro- 
vided  early  againft  their  own  danger,  as  well  as  that 
of  Flanders,  by  improving  and  advancing  their  con¬ 
fedérate  league  with  England  and  Sweden,  into  a  ftriét 
defenfive  aliiance  with  Spain,  as  a  principal  in  the 
league  ;  and  by  agreeing  with  that  crown  to  furniíh 
between  them  fome  conftant  fubfidiary  payments  to 
Sweden,  for  the  íupport  of  their  ftanding  forces,  even 
in  time  of  peace.  This  was  the  defire  of  Spain,  the 
intereft  of  all  that  meant  to  fecure  the  peace  of  Chri- 
ftendom ;  and  the  opinión  of  fome  of  the  Dutch  Mi- 
niílers,  though  not  of  the  chiefeft,  until  it  was  too 
late :  and  the  omiffion  of  this  was  the  greateft  fault 
ever  committed  in  their  politics ;  and  proceeded  in  a 
great  meafure  from  their  ancient  animofity  to  Spain  ; 
which,  as  it  was  the  beginning,  fo,  by  this  effeót,  it 
almoft  proved  the  end,  of  their  State. 

When  the  war  began  in  the  midft  of  the  conjunc- 
tures  related,  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  could  have  defend¬ 
ed  them  :  but  as  men  in  a  town,  threatened  with  a 
mighty  fiege,  abandon  their  fuburbs,  and  ílight  thofe 
out-works  which  are  either  weak  of  themfelves  or 
not  Vv7ell  defenfible  for  want  of  men  *,  and  refolve  only 
to  make  good  thofe  pofts  which  they  are  able  fully  to 
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man,  and  eafily  to  relieve  ;  becaufe  the  lofs  of  every 
fmall  out-work  does  not  only  weaken  the  number, 
but  fink  the  courage  of  the  garrifon  within  :  fo 
this  State,  which  carne  to  be  in  a  manner  befieged 
by  the  mighty  and  numerous  armies  of  France  and 
of  Munfter,  ought,  in  my  opinión,  to  have  left 
themfelves  but  three  out-works  to.maintain  (I  mean 
three  pofts  ftanding  without  the  lines  that  inclofed 
the  main  body  of  their  provinces)  thefe  íhould  have 
been  Maeílricht,  Wefel,  and  Coeverden.  They  íhould 
have  ílighted  all  the  reí!;  of  their  places,  that  lay  with¬ 
out  thefe  upon  the  Rhine,  or  in  OveryíTel  •  and  drawn 
the  men  into  thefe  towns,  fo  as  to  have  left  them  ra- 
ther  like  camps  than  garrifons ;  that  is,  eight  thou- 
fand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe  in  Maeílricht,  as 
many  in  Wefel,  and  half  the  number  in  Coeverden,  if 
the  place  would  contain  them  •,  if  not,  they  might 
liave  formed  and  fortified  a  camp,  with  fomething  a 
greater  number,  upon  the  next  pafs  into  Friezland 
and  Groninguen. 

Of  the  reíl  of  their  horfe  (which  were,  I  fuppofe, 
about  five  thoufand)  with  at  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  foot, 
they  íliould  have  formed  a  great  ítanding  camp  with¬ 
in  their  rivers,  fomewhere  near  Arnhem  ;  fortified  it 
with  cannon,  and  all  the  art  thatcould  be;  furniíhed 
it  with  the  greateíl  care,  and  plenty  of  provifions. 
The  remainder  of  their  infantry  would  have  been 
enough  for  the  reíl  of  their  garrifons ;  of  which  the 
towns  upon  the  YíTel,  Doeíburgh,  Zutphen,  Daven- 
ter,  and  Swol!,  would  have  been  in  a  manner  fianked 
(though  at  fome  diílance)  by  the  ítrong  garrifons  of 
Wefel  and  Coeverden,  and  breaíled  by  the  main  camp, 

If,  with  this  difpofition  of  their  forces,  they  had 
provided  well  for  the  ftrength  and  defence  of  Shink- 
fconce,  Nimeguen,  and  Grave  (which  would  like- 
wife  have  lain  within  all  the  cover  of  thefe  out-pofts) 
they  might,  for  aught  I  know,  have  expeded  the 
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war,  without  lofing  the  heart  and  íteadinefs  of  their 
counfels,  and  not  without  probability  of  making  a 
defence  worthy  the  former  greatnefs  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  their  State. 

For  a  fiege  of  Maeftricht  or  Weíel  (fo  garrifoned 
and  refolutely  defended)  might  not  only  have  amufed, 
but  endangered,  the  French  armies ,  as  Coeverden 
might  have  done  that  of  Munfter. 

The  refiftance  of  one  of  thefe  towns  would  have  in- 
creafed  the  ftrength  of  all  the  red  :  for  the  fortune  of 
battles  and  fieges  turns  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  capable  of  general  confidences 
or  fears,  which  are  very  much  raifed  by  accidents  and 
ópinions.  It  would  not  have  been  within  anv  conv 
mon  rules  to  march  fo  far  into  the  country,  as  to  at- 
tack  the  Barfe  or  Breda,  Nimeguen  or  Grave,  lea- 
ving  fuch  camps  behind  as  thofe  at  Wefel  and  Ma- 
eftricht,  and  having  fo  much  a  greater  before  them  as 
that  about  Arnhem.  If  any  of  thefe  three  pofts  had 
been  loíl,  yet  it  could  not  have  happened  without 
good  conditions,  and  fo  retiring  the  men  to  ftrengthen 
either  the  more  inward  garrifons,  or  the  main  camp, 
which  would  have  lain  ready  to  defend  the  paífes  of 
their  rivers.  And  if,  at  the  worít,  they  had  failed  in 
this,  yet  the  French  army  muíl,  afterwards,  either 
have  attacked  a  fortified  camp  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  or  left  fuch  an  army  behind  them  when  they 
marched  to  Utrecht,  and  into  the  heart  of  the  pro- 
vinces  •,  both  of  which  would  have  been  attempts, 
that,  I  think,  have  hardly  been  enterprifed  with  fuc- 
cefs  upon  any  invafion. 

There  feems  at  leaft  fome  appearance  of  order  and 
conduót  in  this  fcheme  of  defence  ;  whereas  there  was 
none  in  theirs  :  but  perhaps  the  greatnefs  of  the  tem- 
peftfrom  abroad,  and  of  the  faftions  at  horne,  either 
broke  the  heart,  or  diftraíted  thecourfe  of  their  coun¬ 
fels.  And,  befides,  fuch  oíd  feamen,  in  fo  ftrong  a 
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íhip,  that  had  weathered  fo  many  ftorms  without  lofs, 
could  not  but  think  it  hard  to  throw  over  board  fo 
much  of  their  lading  before  this  began.  After  all,  I 
know  very  well,  that  nothing  is  fo  hard  as  to  give 
wife  counfel  before  events ;  and  nothing  fo  eafy,  as, 
after  them,  to  make  wife  refle¿tions.  Many  things 
feem  true  in  reafon,  and  prove  falfe  in  experience : 
many,  that  are  weakly  confulted,  are  executed  with 
fuccefs.  Therefore,  to  conclude,  we  muft  all  acknow- 
ledge,  that  wifdom  and  happinefs  dwell  with  God 
alone  ;  and,  among  mortal  men  (both  of  their  perfons 
and  their  (lates)  thofe  are  the  wifeft  that  commit  the 
feweft  follies,  and  thofe  the  happieíl  that  meet  with 
the  feweft  misfortunes. 
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PUBLISHER’s  EPISTLE 

TO  THE 

Reader  of  the  firíl  Edition*. 

THE  colleftion  of  the  following  letters  is  owing  i  o 
the  diligence  of  Mr .  Tilomas  Downton,  who  was 
ene  of  Sir  William  Temple V  Secretarles  during 
the  whole  time  wherein  they  bear  date .  And  it  has  fue - 
ceeded  very  fortunately  for  the  public  ¡  that  there  is  con - 
tained  in  them  an  account  of  all  the  chief  tranfabiions  and 
Tiegotiations ,  which  pajfed  in  Chrifiendom  during  the  feven 
years  wherein  they  are  dated ;  as¡  the  war  with  Hol¬ 
land,  which  hegan  in  1665  :  the  treaty  between  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Bijhop  of  Muníter,  with  the  ijfue  of  it :  the 
French  invafion  0/Flanders  in  the year  1667  ;  thepeace 
loncluded  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  the  Rings  me - 
diation :  the  treaty  at  Breda :  the  triple  alliance  \  and 
the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  the  firjl  parí.  And  in 
the  fecond  part ,  the  negotiations  in  Holland  in  confequence 
of  thofe  alliances ,  with  the  fteps  and  degrees  by  which 
¿hey  carne  to  de  cay :  the  journey  and  death  of  Madame  : 
the  feizure  of  Lorrain,  and  his  Excellencf  s  recalling ; 
with  the  firjl  unkindnefs  between  England  and  Holland, 
upon  the  yachfs  tranfporting  his  Lady  and  his  family  : 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  Dutch  war  in  1672. 

*  The  dedication  of  the  firíl  edition  was  in  theíe  words : 

*c  To  his  moíl  facred  Majefty  William  III,  Ring  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  thefe  letters  of  Sir  William 
**  Temple,  having  been  left  to  my  care,  they  are  moíl  humbly 
prefented  to  your  Majefty  by  your  Majefty’s  moíl  dutiful  and 
61  obedient  fubjeÓ,  Jonathan 

With 
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With  thefe  are  intermmd  feveral  letters^  familiar  and 
pleafant . 

I  found  the  book  among  Sir  William  Templ c’s  papers 
with  many  others ,  wherewith  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  long  converfant ,  loaving  pajfed  feveral  years  in  bis 
family . 

I  pretend  no  other  par  t,  than  the  care  that  Mr.  Down- 
tonV  bock  foould  be  corretly  tranferibed \  and  the  letters 
placed  in  the  order  they  were  writ.  1  have  alfo  made 
fome  literal  amendments ,  efpecially  in  the  Latín,  French, 
and  Spanifh  :  thefe  1  have  taken  care  Jhould  be  tranjlated 
and  printed  in  another  edumn ,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  reader s 
as  may  be  unaequainted  with  the  origináis .  Whatever 
faults  there  may  be  in  the  tranfation ,  I  doubt,  Imujl  an- 
fwer  for  the  greater  parí,  and  muft  leave  the  reft  to  thefe 
friends  who  were  pleafed  to  affift  me.  Ifpeak  only  of  the 
French  and  Latín  ;  for  the  few  Spanifh  tranfations ,  1 
believe ,  need  no  apology . 

It  is  generally  believed* ,  that  this  author  has  advanced 
cur  Engliíh  tongueto  as  great  a  perfetion  as  it  can  well 
bear  \  and  y  et^  how  great  a  majler  he  was  of  it^  has ,  1 
think ,  never  appeared  fo  much ,  as  it  will  in  the  follow- 
ing  letters  \  wherein  the  Jlyle  appears  fo  very  different , 
according  to  the  difference  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
were  addrejfed ;  either  men  of  bufinefs ,  or  idle ;  of  pie a- 
fure ,  or  ferious  ;  of  great  or  of  lefs  parís  cr  abilities ,  in 
their  feveral  ftations.  So  that  one  may  dif cover  the  cha- 
raSlers  of  mojí  of  thofe  perfons  he  writes  to ,  from  the  fiyle 
of  his  letters . 

At  the  end  of  each  volume  is  added  a  colletion ,  copied 
by  the  fa?ne  hand,  of  feveral  letters  to  this  Ambaffador, 
f rom  the  chief  perfons  employed ,  either  at  home  or  abroada 
in  thefe  tranfations ,  and  during  fix  years  courfe  of  his 
negotiations .  Among  which  are  many  from  Penfionary 
John  de  Witr,  and  all  the  writings  of  this  kind ,  that  I 
hiew  of  which  remain  of  that  Minijter  fo  renowned  in 
his  time . 
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It  has  leen  juftly  complained  of ,  as  a  defedi  among  us> 
that  the  Engliíh  tongue  has  produced  no  letters  of  any 
valué ;  to  fupply  which ,  it  has  leen  the  vein ,  of  late y earsy 
to  tranjlate  feveral  out  of  other  languages,  though ,  1 
thinky  with  little  fuccefs.  Tet ,  among  many  advantages 
which  might  recommend  this  fort  of  writing ,  it  is  certain, 
that  nothing  is  fo  cap  able  of  giving  a  true  account  of  flor  y 
as  letters  are  \  which  defcribe  adlions  while  they  are  a- 
live  and  breathing ;  whereas  all  other  relations  are  of 
aftions  pafi  and  dead .  So  as  it  hath  been  obferved  that 
the  Epiflles  of  Cicero  to  Atticus  give  a  better  accou7it  of 
thofe  times,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  writer . 

In  the  following  letters ,  the  reader  will  every-where 
dif cover  the  forcé  and  fpirit  of  this  author ;  but  that 
which  will  mojí  valué  them  to  the  public ,  bcth  at  borne 
and  abroad ,  is,  firjl ,  that  the  matters  contained  in  them 
were  the  ground  and  foundation  whereon  all  the  wars  and 
invafions ,  as  well  as  all  the  negotiations  and  treaties  of 
peace  in  Chrifiendom ,  have  fmce  been  raifed ;  and  next , 
that  they  are  written  by  a  perfon  who  had  fo  great  a  fhare 
in  all  thofe  tranfablions  and  negotiations. 

By  rejiding  in  bis  family  I  know  the  author  has  had 
frequent  inflames  from  feveral  great  perfons ,  both  at  heme 
and  abroad ,  to  publifh  fome  Memoras  of  thofe  ajfairs  and 
tranfadlions  which  are  the  fubjeff  of  the  following  papen s 
and  particularly  of  the  treaties  of  the  triple  alliance, 
and  thofe  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  :  but  his  ufual  anjzver 
was ,  clhat  whatever  Memoirs  he  had  written  of  thofe 
times  and  negotiations  were  burnt ;  however ,  that  per - 
haps  after  his  death  fome  papers  might  come  out,  whereiq 
there  would  be  fome  account  of  them  *,  by  which ,  he  has 
cften  told  me ,  he  meant  thefe  letters. 

I  had  begun  to  flit  them  fon  the  prefs  during  the  author' s 
Ufe ,  but  never  could  prevail  fer  le  ave  to  publifh  them  ; 
though  he  was  pleafed  to  be  at  the  pains  of  reviewing, 
and  to  give  me  his  direffions  for  digefting  them  into  orden . 
Jt  has  flnee  pleafed  God  to  take  this  great  and  good  per - 
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fon  to  himfelf ;  and,  he  having  done  me  the  honour  to  le  ave 
and  recommend  to  me  the  care  of  bis  writings ,  I  thought 
I  could  not  at  prefent  do  a  greater  fervice  to  my  countryy 
cr  to  the  author's  memory 5  than  hy  making  thefe  papers 
pliblic . 

By  way  of  intrcduttion ,  I  need  only  take  notlce ,  that, 
after  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  his  Majejifs  happy 
refioraüon  in  1660,  there  was  a  general peace  tnChrifien- 
dom  ( except  only  the  remainder  of  a  war  hetween  Spain 
and  Portugal)  until  the  year  1665,  when  that  hetween 
England  and  Holland  began 5  which  produced  a  treaty 
hetween  his  Majefty  and  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  And 
this  commences  the  following  letters . 


THE 
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THE 

Firft  D  U  T  C  H  War, 

Begun  May  1665. 

To  Sir  John  Temple ,  Majler  of  the  Rolls  of 

Ireland . 

SIR,  BrufTels,  Sept.  6,  1665, 

THOUGH  I  was  forced,  by  the  King’s  com- 
mand,  not  only  to  leave  you  and  my  family  at 
very  fhort  warning,  and  in  a  very  melancholy  feafon, 
but  without  fo  much  as  telling  you  whither  1  was  fent 
yet  I  would  not  fail  making  you  this  amends,  by  giv- 
ing  you  an  account  of  my  journey  and  negotiations 
thus  far,  fo  foon  as  I  thought  it  might  be  fit  for  me 
to  do  it. 

When  my  Lord  Arlington  fent  for  me  to  Sheen,  it 

was  to  let  me  know  that  the  Kins;  had  received  an 

overture  from  the  Biíhop  of  Munfter,  to  enter  into 

an  alliance  with  his  Majefty  againíl  the  Dutch,  from 

whom  he  pretended  many  injuries  ;  to  bring  an  army 

into  the  field,  and  fall  upon  them  by  land,  while  his 

Majefty  continued  the  war  by  fea  :  but  at  the  fame 

time  to  demand  certain  fums  of  money,  that  would  be 

neceflary  to  bring  him  into  the  field,  and  to  continué 

the  war :  and  that,  if  his  Majefty  would  either  treat 

with  the  Barón  of  Wreden  (who  was  the  Minifter  he 

fent  over  in  the  greateft  privacy  that  could  be)  or  fend 

a  Minifter  of  his  own  to  treat  with  him,  he  doubted 

not  an  eafy  agreement  upon  this  matter  j  but  defired 

• 
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it  might  be  with  all  the  fecrecy  imaginable.  My  Lord 
Arlington  told  me,  the  rnain  articles  were  already 
agreed  on  here,  and  the  money  adjuíted ;  but  that  it 
was  neceíTary  for  tlie  King  to  fend  over  fome  perfon 
privately  to  ñnifh  the  treaty  at  Muníler,  and  to  fee 
the  payments  made  at  Antwerp,  where  the  Biíhop 
feemed  todefire  them.  That  I  muíl  go  (if  I  under- 
took  it)  without  train  or  charaóter,  and  país  for  a 
Frenchman  or  a  Spaniard  in  my  journey  ;  and  made 
me  the  compliment  to  fay,  he  had  been  perplexed, 
three  or  four  days  together,  to  think  of  a  perfon  that 
was  not  only  capable  of  the  affair  aad  of  the  fecret, 
but  that  was  to  be  trufted  with  fuch  a  fum  of  money  : 
but  that  when  he  had  thougjit  of  me,  and  propofed 
me  to  the  King  and  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  they  had 
both  approved  it,  and  I  muíl  fuddenly  refolve  upon 
my  anfwer  to  the  propofal  he  made  me  :  but  whether 
I  accepted  it  cr  no,  I  muíl  keep  it  fecret  from  my 
nearefl  friends. 

I  told  him  upon  the  place,  I  would  ferve  his  Ma- 
jeíty  the  beft  I  could  in  it,  though,  being  a  new  man, 
I  could  not  promife  much  for  myfelf ,  that  there  was 
only  one  point  I  could  by  no  means  digeít,  which  was 
the  bufinefs  of  the  money,  having  ever  been  averfe 
from  charging  myfelf  with  any  body’s  but  my  own. 
This  made  at  firíl  fome  difficulty  between  us ;  but 
at  laíl  his  Lordíhip  was  content  to  endeavour  the  en- 
gaging  Alderman  Backwell  (who  furnifhed  it)  to  go 
over  himíelf  with  it  into  Flanders,  and  there,  by  my 
order,  to  make  the  payinent  to  the  Bifnop’s  agent ; 
and  faid,  he  believed,  at  fuch  a  time  of  infeftion  in 
London,  the  Alderman  might  eafily  take  an  occafion 
of  fuch  a  journey. 

After  my  inflructions  difpatched,  I  carne  away  in 
haíle,and  v/ith  the  fecrecy  you  faw;  and,  without  more 
than  one  day’s  ílop  at  Brufiels,  went  ílraight  with  the 

Barón  of  Wreden  to  Coefvelt,  where  the  Biíhop  then 

was. 
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was.  I  ítaid  there  but  three  days,  was  brought  to 
him  only  by  night,  agreed  all  points  with  him,  per- 
feóted  and  figned  the  treaty,  and  returned  to  Antwerp, 
where  the  Alderman  performed  his  part,  in  making 
the  firít  and  great  payment  to  the  Bifhop’s  Refident 
there.  All  this  has  been  performeJ  on  all  fides  with 
fo  great  fecrecy,  that  the  Biíhop  has  not  only  received 
his  money,  but  raifed  his  troops  to  about  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  without  the  leaft  umbrage  given,  that 
I  can  yet  hear  of,  to  the  Dutch  ;  and,  by  all  the  al- ' 
furances  I  receive  from  him,  I  conclude,  that  before 
this  letter  comes  to  your  hands  he  will  be  in  the  íield  ; 
though  fome  unexpefted  difappointments,  about  a 
general  officer  he  reckoned  upon,  has  a  little  difcom- 
pofed  the  meafures  he  had  taken,  and  may  (I  doubt 
not)  a  little  maim  the  progrefs  of  them  :  but  that  will 
be  governed  by  time  and  accidents :  my  bufinefs  was 
to  bring  him  into  the  field,  and  I  have  had  the  for¬ 
tune  to  do  it  fooner  than  either  they  expefted  at  Court, 
or  the  Biíhop  had  promiled  upon  our  figning  of  the 
treaty. 

He  is  a  man  of  wit,  and,  which  is  more,  of  fenfe, 
of  great  ambition,  and  properly  un  efprit  remuant : 
but  the  vigour  of  his  body  does  not  fecond  that  of 
his  mind,  being,  as  I  guefs,  about  fix  or  feven  and 
fifty  years  oíd,  and  purfued  with  the  gout,  which  he 
is  not  like  to  cure  by  his  manner  of  life.  He  was  a 
foldier  in  his  youth,  and  feems,  in  his  naturals,  rather 
made  for  the  Sword  than  the  Crofs :  he  has  a  mortal 
hatred  to  the  Dutch  for  their  lupporting  his  city  of 
Munfter  againft  him,  and  is  bridling  thofe  citizens 
by  a  very  ftrong  citadel  he  is  building  there.  He  feems 
bold  and  refolute,  and  like  to  go  through  with  what 
he  has  undertaken,  or  bréale  his  head  in  the  attempt, 
and  fays  he  will  perform  all  he  has  engaged,  fide  fin¬ 
ura  et  Germánica ,  which  is  a  word  he  aífedts.  He 
ipeaks  the  only  good  Latin  that  I  have  yet  met  with 

in 
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in  Germany,  and  more  like  a  man  of  Court  and  bu- 
iinefs  than  a  fcholar  :  he  fays,  if  he  fails  in  his  enter- 
prize,  and  fhould  lofe  his  country,  he  íhall  eñeem  his 
condition  not  at  all  the  worfe ;  for  in  that  cafe  he  will 
go  into  Italy,  and  has  money  enough  in  the  bank  of 
Venice  to  buy  a  Cardinal’s  cap,  which  may  become 
him  better  than  his  GeneraTs  ílaff ;  though  he  has  a 
mind  to  try  this  firft,  and  malee  fome  noife  in  the 
world  before  he  retires. 

This  is  the  beft  charadter  I  can  give  of  the  Biíhop; 
and  for  myíélf  I  can  fay  nothing  but  what  you  know ; 
íinding  no  change  at  all  by  this  fally  into  a  new  feene 
of  life  and  bufinefs,  as  well  as  climate :  my  health,  I 
thank  God,  the  fame  •,  my  kindnefs  fo  too,  to  my 
friends  and  to  home  only  my  concernment  for  them, 
in  this  miferable  time  among  them,  much  greater 
while  I  am  here  than  when  I  was  with  them,  which 
makes  me  very  impatient  after  every  poít  that  comes 
in,  and  yet  very  apprehenlive  of  every  letter  I  open. 
The  length  of  this  l  doubt  is  too  much  for  once,  and 
therefore  íhall  end  with  the  affurances  of  my  being, 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fon,  and  humble  fervant, 

W.  Temple. 

To  Alderman  Backwell. 

Mr.  Alderman,  BruíTels,  0¿t.  9,  1665. 

IAM  very  much  in  pain  to  find  at  Monfieur  Rhin- 
torf’s  return,  that  he  has  made  no  progrefs  in  his 
affairs  (which  are  ours  too)  during  the  ftay  he  has 
lately  made  at  Antwerp.  But  I  am  very  much  íur- 
prifed  to  hear  that  I  fhould  have  had  any  part  in  this 
delay,  and  that  you  lliould  have  told  him,  you  had 
no  orders  from  me  to  pay  him  that  money.  How- 
ever,  to  take  away  all  fcruple,  if  any  can  ftill  remain, 
after  our  laft  conference  at  BruíTels  upon  this  lubjeft, 

I  do  by  thefe  prefents  order  and  appomt  you,  pur- 

*  fuant 
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fuant  to  thofe  powers  that  have  been  given  me  from 
the  King,  to  pay  or  caufe  to  be  paid  to  Monfieur 
Rhintorf,  or  his  order,  all  fuch  fums  of  money  as  you 
íhall  ány  ways  be  able  to  raife,  either  by  the  fale  of 
fuch  tiri  as  is  already  arrived,  or  íhall  arrive  at  Oftend 
upon  his  Majefty’s  account,  with  all  the  diligence  and 
difpatch  that  is  poffible.  Or,  in  cafe  you  do  not  find 
any  ready  fale  for  it,  that  you  will  at  leaft  pay  him  all 
fuch  fums  as  you  Ihall  be  able  to  raife,  by  pawning 
or  engaging  it  to  the  beft  advantage  you  can.  After 
this  I  need  fay  no  more,  than  to  conjure  you  by  all 
the  zeal  you  have  for  his  Majeíty’s  fervice,  and  all 
the  friendíhip  you  have  for  me,  to  employ  upon  this 
occaíion  your  utmoft  diligence  and  eredit ;  for  the 
conjun¿ture  is  grown  fo  extremely  prefllng  at  this 
time,  that  I  can  never  fay  enough  to  recommend  this 
fervice  to  your  beft  endeavours.  1  am,  Sir,  your  fer- 
vant. 

Lo  my  Lord  Arlingtort . 

My  Lord,  BruíTels,  Oét.  13,  N.  S.  1665. 

UPON  Saturday  laft,  about  nine  at  night,  the 
Biíhop’s  agent  here  brought  me  a  denre  from 
the  p  Marquis  to  come  privately  to  him.  We  ítaid 
long  together,  and  talked  much.  The  fubílance  was, 
that  he  had  laft  poft  writ  to  the  Spaniíh  Ambaflador 
to  inform  the  King,  that  he  heard  the  French  were 
ready  to  march  in  afliftance  of  the  Hollander  againft 
the  Biíhop  of  Munfter,  and  had  told  the  Spaniíh  Am- 
bafiador  in  France,  they  lhould  take  all  delays  here 
in  leave  of  paflage  for  denial :  that  he  (the  Marquis) 
was  refolved,  upon  confidence  of  his  Majefty’s  late 
letter  and  afliftance,  to  oppofe  them  till  he  received 
orders  from  Spain,  and  hopes  his  Majefty  will  not 

p  Of  CaRel  Rodrigo,  Governor  of  the  Spaniíh  Netherlands. 

Yol.  I.  faii 
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fail  of  proteóting  and  defending  him  in  this  refolu- 
tion  :  he  fpeaks  with  much  earneftnefs  and  paffion  fór 
Goncluding  the  league  between  England  and  Spain  ; 
and  either  a  peace  or  truce  between  Spain  and  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  in  which  he  very  much  preñes  his  Majefty’s 
intcrpofition  at  this  time  •,  becaufe  nothing  elle  will 
take  away  the  diíhonour  on  the  Spaniíli  ftde,  but  the 
refpeót  given  to  fo  great  and  powerful  a  Kíng’s  me- 
diation.  He  aífures  me,  he  has  given  an  abfolute  de¬ 
nial  to  the  Hollanders  demand  of  buying  a  great 
quantity  of  corn  in  thefe  countries,  which  now  begins 
to  be  one  amono;  their  other  n;reat  wants :  that  the 
French,  upon  jealoufy  of  the  Swede,  ient  very  lateiy 
an  Envoy  into  Holland,  to  join  with  them  in  preí- 
fing  the  Dañe  to  put  himfelf  into  a  poíture  of  making 
a  diverfion  :  that,  for  fecurity  of  thefe  countries,  fix 
thoufand  Spaniards  and  Italians  were  in  a  few  days 
expected  here  ;  thefe  by  land,  thofe  by  fea  :  and  that, 
for  raifing  Germán  troops,  he  had  laft  week  fent  five 
hundred  thoufand  guilders  into  Germany,  from 
,  whence,  if  they  needed,  he  could  have  twenty-four 
thoufand  men,  fo  as  he  doubted  not  to  defend  theíe 
countries,  if  France  aífaults  him.  The  biafs  of  all 
this  difcourfe  was  to  fhew  they  had  no  great  need  of 
our  affiftance,  at  the  fame  time  they  prefs  fo  much  to 
be  aífured  of  it ;  and  to  reprefent  the  mutual  neceí- 
fity  of  a  conjunction  between  England  and  Spain, 
with  all  the  exprefílons  of  affection  to  his  Majefty’s 
perfon  and  fervíce,  that  a  courtier,  or  almoít  a  lover, 
could  ufe.  Upon  this  laft  fubjeít  I  could  not  let  him 
pafs  with  the  difcourfe  of  the  late  King’s  ruin,  and  his 
Majeíty’s  danger  at  home  for  want  of  friendíhip 
abroad  ;  ñor  could  I  leave  that  point,  becaufe  he  had 
fo  often  harped  upon  it,  till  I  torced  him  to  confefs, 
at  leaft  by  filence,  that  his  Majefty  was  as  fafe  at  home 
at  this  time,  as  either  the  French  or  Spaniíh  King. 
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For  the  reft,  finding  him  now  much  warmer  than 
he  ufed  to  feem  in  the  defires  oí  the  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
íter’s  fuccefs,  or,  at  leaft,  prefervation  •,  and  finding 
from  Alderman  Backwell  that  he  had  yet  been  abíe 
to  raife  no  more  money  upon  all  our  tin  at  Antwerp 
for  the  fecond  payment,  thofe  paltry  merchants 
combining  to  ruin  him  in  the  price  of  it,  upon  the 
belief  of  his  neceffity  to  fell ;  I  would  not  omit  that 
occafion  of  defiring  the  Marquis  to  find  fome  perfon 
out  that  fhould  take  it  all  ofF  our  hands  with  ready 
money,  which  they  might  raife  at  their  own  leifure, 
and,  1  believed,  with  much  gains ;  in  which  I  afifured 
him  he  would  give  his  Majefty  a  great  teftimony  of 
his  affeétion  to  his  fervice,  which  was  fo  much  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  Bifhop  of  Muníter’s  fortunes.  He  told 
me,  he  would  confuir  about  it  next  morning ;  and 
upon  §unday  night  fent  one  with  a  difpatch  of  mine 
to  Alderman  Backwell,  to  know  the  whole  quantity 
and  ¡oweft  price :  fo  that  I  am  now  in  great  hopes  of 
feeing  fome  good  iíTue  of  that  buíineís,  which  í  al- 
moft  began  to  defpair  of. 

An  exprefs  from  the  Bilhop  of  Munfter  carne  to 
me  on  Saturday  laft,  protefting  he  could  no  longer 
fubfiíl  unlefs  the  money  carne ;  and  your  Lordfhip 
may  eafily  imagine  how  much  pain  I  am  in  upon 
that  occafion  ;  efpecially  hearing  myfelf  fo  often  re- 
proached  for  having  drawn  him  to  fo  deíperate  an 
adventure,  fo  much  againft  his  own  refolutions, 
which  were,  not  to  take  the  field  till  the  fecond  pay¬ 
ment  were  received,  and  the  third  alTured  on  this 
fide  :  it  would  look  like  vanity  in  me  to  teli  your 
Lordfhip  more,  of  what  I  hear  too  much,  of  this 
kind  •,  but  I  will  fay,  that,  unlefs  you  take  fome  fpeedy 
and  effeótual  refolution  in  this  particular,  I  fhall  look 
like  the  verieft  rogue  in  the  world,  and  fuch  as  it 
will  not  be  much  for  his  Majefty’s  honour  to  employ. 
But  after  all  I  will  tell  your  Lordfhip  freeíy,  that  I 

Q  2  think 
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think  all  my  traihs  had  not  taken  fire  without  a  per- 
fect  accident,  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  im- 
prove  fo  upon  the  fudden,  as  to  make  it  the  abfolute 
occafion  of  the  Biíhop’s  taking  the  field  when  he  did ; 
which  I  íhall  forne  time  or  other,  I  hope,  entertairí 
you  with,  and  will  ferve  for  a  moral  to  íhew  how 
ífnall  íhadows  arid  accidents  fometimes  give  a  rife  tó 
great  aftions  among  mankind  ;  for  either  fuch,  or 
the  beginnincr  of  fuch,  this  bold  march  is  like  tó 
prove.  All  I  know  of  its  fuccefs  yon  will  find  in 
thefe  letters  •,  onc  from  my  Lord  Carlingford,  to 
whom  I  cannot  fend  your  Lordfhip’s  laft,  till  I  have 
further  direétions  from  him  for  my  addrefs ;  thé 
othcr  being  part  of  one  from  a  perfon  in  the  Holland 
camp  belonging  to  the  Rhingrave,  Tweñty  rumoürs 
more  we  háve  of  his  fucceíTes,  but  I  will  not  yet  cre- 
dit  them  :  this  much  I  will,  that  nothing  can  proba- 
bly  endanger  him  befides  want  of  money,  and  that  I 
know  him  to  be  a  man  too  firm  to  be  diverted  from 
his  point,  or  flacken  it  without  fome  fuch  maim  for 
he  wants  neither  prudence,  courage,  ñor  ambition. 
For  the  Hollanders,  they  were  certainly  never  worfe  at 
their  eafe  than  now,  being  braved  and  beaten  both  at 
fea  and  land  •,  flayed  with  taxes,  diftrafted  with  fa£ti- 
ons,  and  their  late  refource,  which  is  the  proteétion 
ofFrance,  poifoned  with  extreme  jealoufies  ;  yet  that 
muft  be  their  game,  or  elfe  a  perfeét  truckling  peace 
with  England.  I  am  ever  your  Lordíhip’s  mofo 
faithful  and  molí  humble  fervant. 


To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

My  Lord,  Brufiéls,  Nov.  20,  N.  S,  1 665. 

A  M  to  acknowledge  the  honour  I  received  laft, 
by  one  from  your  Grace  of  Oítober  the  251)1, 
which  gives  me  the  occafion  to  beg  your  belief,  tlrat 
the  frequent  troubles  I  give  your  Grace  of  this  kind, 

proceed 
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proceed  from  a  moft  hearty  and  uninterefted  duty, 
without  the  leaft  thoughts  of  making  any  unconfch 
onable  advantage  by  fuch  a  commercc,  or  at  leaft  ex- 
peding  a  return  of  fo  great  valué,  as  your  Lordfhip’s 
ktters  to  a  venture  fo  fmall  as  mine.  I  confefs  I  am 
cxtremely  pleafed  with  any  teftimonies  of  your  Grace’s 
remembrance  and  favour  to  me ;  which  I  muflí 
efteem  the  beft,  and  ever  acknowledge  for  the  firft, 
of  my  good  fortunes :  ñor  fhall  I  ever  be  fo  much 
pleafed  with  any  lucky  hits  that  may  happen  to  me 
in  public  employments  from  any  other  refped,  as 
from  the  hopes  of  meeting  fome  occafion  to  exprefs 
the  efteem  and  refentment  of  kindnefs  íhewed  me, 
when  I  was  idle  and  unknown.  But  I  befeech  your 
Grace  never  to  give  yourfelf  the  leaft  trouble,  or 
lofe  time  in  writing  to  me  upon  the  fcore  of  com- 
mon  civility,  but  to  deal  with  me  perfedly  like  one 
of  your  own ;  and  write  only  when  you  have  com- 
mands  to  honour  me,  or  inclinations  to  oblige  me  : 
for  the  reft,  one  word  to  my  father,  or  brother,  may 
at  any  time  give  me  the  knowledge  that  mine  are  re* 
ceived,  which  is  all  they  pFetend,  and  perhaps  more 
than  they  deferve. 

Since  the  paífage  of  the  French  troops,  which 
thought  ftt  to  touch  no  part  of  thefe  dominions,  we 
hear  little  of  them  :  their  number  fell  fomething  íhort 
of  fix  thoufand,  their  horfe  were  brave  as  they  pafíed 
Maeftricht ;  their  foot  rafcally,  their  íhoes  upon  their 
íhoulders,  their  feet  galled,  and  their  gallantry  fpent 
in  giving  the  Dutch  a  thoufand  times  to  the  Devil 
for  their  kind  invitation  :  they  paid  nothing  as  they 
paífed,  or  falfe  money  *,  took  the  beft  treatment  the 
Dutch  could  make  them  with  fcorn  and  infolence, 
and  drank  his  Majeftv’s  and  the  Prince  of  Munfter’s 
health  openly  in  the  market-place  at  Maeftricht ;  a 
ftrain  I  fuppofe  of  their  extravagance,  rather  than  good 
meaning.  So  I  leave  them,  as  they  do  their  colour$ 

l  when 
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when  they  can,  and  return  thís  way  by  couples  and 
leaíhes  good  ítore.  By  the  laít  from  the  Prince  of 
Munfter  of  the  i2thinílant,  we  had  aímrance  that 
his  bridge  over  the  maríh  was  perfe&ed,  his  army 
joined,  and  that  Colonel  or  Barón  d'Oíiory  (who  is 
niade  a  Serjeant  Major  de  Bataglia)  had  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  horfe  killed  nine  hundred  of  the  Dutch  in  a 
late  encounter  near  Groninguen  ;  befides  this,  and  the 
French  Envoy : ’s,  Monfieur  LefTyn,  having  been  dif- 
miífed  with  general  terms,  I  had  nothing  but  defpe- 
rate  melancholy  complaints  of  his  diiappointments 
from  his  friends,  which  I  will  not  trouble  your  Grace 
with  at  this  diítance. 

I  had  my  firft  formal  audience  laít  night  from  the 
Marquis,  and  was  received  with  the  greateít  expreC- 
fions  of  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  King  my  maíter’s 
perlón  and  fervice  ;  of  the  refentment  of  the  honour 
done  him  by  this  refolution  of  a  Refident  here,  and 
wonderful  compliment  to  the  perfonal  choice ;  as  I 
believe  your  Grace  knows,  good  words  of  all  forts 
coft  no  man  lefs  than  his  Excellency  ;  but  I  am  ve- 
ry  confident  his  inclinations  to  us,  his  averfions  to 
France,  his  defires  of  a-truce  with  Portugal,  and  ftrift 
league  with  England,  are  all  very  hearty.  I  am 
ever  your  Grace’s  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble 
fervant. 


To  the  Barón  JVreden . 

Brufiels,  Dec. 
SIR,  10,  1665. 

Received  your’s,  and  am 
glad  ofyourarrival  atCourt, 
where  I  never  doubted  the 
good  reception  ío  honeft  a 
Gentleman  would  find,  who 
carne  from  fo  brave  a  Prince. 
I  am  for-ry  for  your  had  wine 


Au  Barón  Wreden. 

A  Bru][elles ,  ¿10.  Dec. 
Monfieur ,  N.  S .  1665. 

7  AT  re$u  la  votre ,  &  je. 
me  rejouis  de  vcire  arrivee 
a  la  Cour  ;  je  n  ay  jamais  chute 
qu  un  aujji  honnete  homme  que 
vous ,  &  qui  a  V hornear  á?  étre 
envoye  par  un  Prince  aujji  di- 
j tingue ,  ny  trouvút  tcule  forte. 

.  ds 
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and  lodging  at  Oxford  $  for  as 
to  the  former  I  know  it  is  a 
fort  of  plague  you  are  more 
afraid  of  than  thatat  London, 
where  in  a  little  time  I  hope 
you  will  have  no  occafion  to 
complain  either  of  one  or  the 
other :  in  the  mean  while, 
take  my  word  for  the  matter, 
it  is  but  half  a  dozen  glaffes 
more,  and  good  orbad  comes 
all  to  the  fame  thing.  As  for 
your  lodging,  in  troth  I  be- 
íieve  the  crowd  is  fo  great  at 
prefent  in  every  houíe,  that 
you  will  hardlyfind  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  making  love  to  your 
Jandlady  ;  but,  Sir,  you  muíl 
have  a  little  patience,  and  not 
think  of  fucceeding  in  all  a- 
mours  at  the  rate  you  did  with 
MadamoifelleIfabella;befides, 
if  you  remember,  it  coíf  you 
dear  enough  then,by  the  fright 
you  were  in  of  lofing  your 
great  diamond.  Love,  like 
other  things,  is  good  for  no- 
thino-  when  one  makes  too 

O 

much  haíle  in  it;  and  our 
Engliíh  Ladies  do  not  care 
that  men  íhould  be  over  vio- 
lent  in  beginning  this  game, 
for  fear  they  íhould  be  fo  in 
concluding  it. 


Well,  I  ana  heartily  forry 
1  can  give  you  no  good  re- 
commendations  where  you 
are,  becaufe  I  am  fure  vou 

would 


de  bon  accueil.  Je  prens  parí 
au  mauvais  gijle  dt Oxford ,  id 
cin  mechant  vin  que  vous  y  ovez 
bi¡.  A  Legará  de  ce  dernier , 
je  fifay  que  c  eft  une  forte  de 
pejie  que  vous  craignez  plus  que 
celle  de  Londres  ;  &  au  rejle , 
j'efpere  quavant  qu  il  foit  peu , 
vous  n  aurez  plus  fujet  de  vous 
y  plaindre  m  de  tun  ni  deVautre . 
En  atiéndante  croyez  moy ,  il 
ne  faut  que  fix  v erres  de  vin  de 
plus ,  il  n  importe  quil  foit  bon 
ou  mauvais ,  &  tout  reviendra  d 
la  me  me  chofe.  Pour  le  loge - 
Vient ,  je  m  imagine  que  la  foide 
ejl  fe  grande  a  cette  heurc  dans 
toutes  les  maifons ,  que  vous  ne 
trouvez  pas  les  moy  en  s  de  faire 
commodement  Vamour  a  la  filie 
du  logis  ;  maiSy  Monfieur ,  íl 
faut  avoir  un  peu  de  patience y 
&  ne  croire  pas  reüffr  toujours 
avec  autant  de  bonheur  &  de 
rapidité  que  vous  fites  avec  Ma- 
damoifelle  Ifabelle :  encore ,  de¬ 
vez  vous  vous  fouventr ,  quil 
vous  en  couta  alors  affez  cher  par 
l extreme  peur  que  vous  entes , 
quand  vous  vous  apper$üies 
du  danger  que  couroit  le  gros 
diamant.  Vamour  aujfi-bien 
que  toutes  les  autres  chofe s ,  ne 
vaut  plus  rien  des  qu’on  le  traite 
trop  a  la  hdte ;  id  nos  files  ne 
veulent  point  quon  foit  fi  preci¬ 
pite  d  commencer  cette  forte  de 
jeu ,  de  peur  que  la  fin  ne  refi 
femble  trop  au  commencemcnt. 

Je  fuis ,  ?na  foy ,  tres  mani 
de  ne  pouvoir  vous  adrcjfer  fure -r 
ment  dans  la  ville  ou  vous  etes  \ 
car  de  rhufieur  dgntje  vous  con - 
4  *oíst 
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would  be  fo  juft  and  gene- 
rous  to  pay  me  by  a  bilí  of 
cxchange  on  your  little  mi- 
ftrefs  here.  But  now  I  talk 
of  a  miftrefs,  you  muft  know 
Monfieur  leChevalier  has  or- 
dered  his  affairs  here  worfe 

-3 

than  at  París :  for  I  believe 
ferioufly  he  paíled  through  this 
place  without  fo  much  as  pay- 
ing  one  vifit  to  his  $  and  that 
is  the  reafon  why  he  carried 
fo  much  money  to  Munfter, 
and  rodé  poft  with  greater  vi- 
gour  than  ever  he  did  from 
Henee  to  France. 

And  is  not  this  nowa  very 
fine  letter  for  two  grave  Mi- 
nifters  of  State  ?  But  come, 
we  muft  talk  a  little  of  bufi- 
nefs,  if  it  be  only  for  the  good 
grace  of  the  matter  :  and  yet 
i  am  confident,  if  Sir  Bealing 
would  entertain  you  at  this 
rate  but  once  a  month,  and 
unbend  himfelf  a  little  from 
his  ferious  way,  you  would 
reckon  him  as  your  only 
friend,  and  think  no  more  of 
me. 

Well,  but  you  have  heard 
what  the  Dutch  Reíident  tells 
us,  that  the  Prince  of  Mun¬ 
fter  has  taken  Reyde,  a  fmall 
fea-port,  where  his  friends 
piay  come  and  give  him  a  vi- 
ftt.  The  news  from  Ant- 
werp  fay  farther,  that  he  has 
got  the  fort  of  Bourtang  ;  but 
they  add,  how  the  Biíhop  of 
Ofnabrug  is  refolved  to  let  the 
World  fee,that  aLutheran  Pre¬ 
late 
.*  *  * 


nois,  je  f$ay  que  vous  feriez  af- 
fez  génereux ,  &  affez  equitabley 
pour  me  rembourferpar  unelettre 
¿Techan ge  fur  votre  petite  mal - 
trefe  Brabanponne .  Mais  d 
propos  de  máitrejje ,  Mon¬ 
fieur  le  Chevalier  a  plus  mal  fait 
fes  a jf aires  icy  qu’  a  Paris  car 
je  croy  tout  de  bon  qu’tl  a  pojji 
par  icy  fans  voir  feulement  la 
fienne  \  mais  c'ejl  par  la  aujjí 
qifil  a  porté  tant  d'argent  d 
Munjler j  &  qtTil  a  couru  la 
pofe  plus  courageufement  quil 
na  fait  d9icy  en  Fr  anee  • 


Voiciy  ma  foy ,  une  belle  lettre 
pour  deux  fages  Miniftres  \  tout 
de  bon  il  faut  un  peu  parler 
d’ajfaires ,  ne  fút-ce  que  pour 
fauver  les  apparences :  maisy 
avouez  la  veritéy  fi  le  Cheva¬ 
lier  Bealing  vous  entretenoit feu¬ 
lement  une  fots  le  moisy  comme 


\e  fo, 

je  viens  de  fairey  &  qu9 en  votre 
faveur  il  reí  a  chai  un  teu  de  ce 
grana  Jerieux ,  n  ejl-il  pas  vrayy 
quil  ny  auroit  plus  que  luy  qui 
füt  de  vos  amis ,  £sf  que  je  per - 
drois  la  place  que  foccupe  dans 
votre  fouvenir . 

Savez  vos  bien  que  le  Refi- 
dent  dlHollande  avoue  que  le 
Prince  de  Munjler  apris  Rey  de , 
un  petit  port  de  mery  oii  il  peut 
etre  vifté  de  fes  amis  ;  &  que 
les  avis  d9 Anver s  nous  difenty 
quil  ejl  venu  a  bout  du foi't  de 
Bourtang .  Mais  on  dit  aujft 
que  TEveque  di  Ofnabrug  ef  fort 
piqué  de  la  pensce  qiTon  peut  a - 
voir  qu9un  Evéque  Lutherien  ne 
vaut  j>as  un  Evoque  Caito  liquen 
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late  is  as  good  as  a  Cathohc  5 
and,  to  thatend,  is  refolved,  at 
the  head  of  fome  Lunenbourg 
troops,  to  go  knock  mitres 
with  yourMafter:  all  in  good 
time.  And  as  for  heads,  I 
do  not  doubt  the  Prince  of 
Munfter’s  is  much  the  ftrong- 
er  of  the  two ;  but  for  the 
mitres  I  can  fay  nothing.  I 
am  told  bebdes,  that  your 
Chapter  of  Munfterhas  fome- 
what  embroiled  your  Mafter’s 
aífairs  5  if  this  be  fo,  there 
are  more  Diablos  de  Canons 
bebde  yourfelf.  But  I  believe 
the  matter  is  not  much  ;  for, 
if  it  were,  I  know  the  Prince 
wquld  quickly  make  Mon- 
fieur  d’Herbe  and  Monbeur 
Majette  a  couple  of  £anons, 
in  exchange  for  fome  of  thofe 
blockheads :  and  for  Grand 
Dean,  I  think  the  Governor 
of  Pleuren,  with  his  great  bel- 
ly,  would  make  a  good  bgure 
enough.  Who  knows  but  fuch 
revolutionsinayhappen?  For, 
to  fpeak  in  your  own  words, 
The  world  is  as  round  as  a—~ 
For  my  own  part,  I  had  ra^ 
ther  be  one  of  your  Mafter’s 
Priefts  than  his  Soldiers ;  for 
they  fay  here,  that  he  rifes  at 
four  o*clock,  gives  them  [his 
Soldiers]  his  benedidfion,  and 
then  fends  them  to  the  D-r 
over  bogs  and  maríhes,  where 
no  fecular  Captain  durft  ever 
pafs. 

Farewell,  Sir;  and,  when 
you  intend  to  warm  yourfelf 
with  fack,  pray  remember  to 

'  '  •»  7  J  t 
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fj  quil  ejl  tout  refolu  de  s’ a- 
vancer  á  la  tete  de  quelques 
troupes  de  Lunebourg ,  ÍA  d'al- 
ler  beurter  Ja  mitre  contre  celle 
de  votre  Maítre:  a  la  bonne 
heure  ;  car  je  ne  doute  pas  que 
Monfieur  le  Prince  nait  la  tete 
plus  forte  ÍA  plus  dure  \  a  Ve- 
gard  des  mitres  je  n  en  fay  ríen . 
On  m’a  dit  aujfi ,  que  •votre 
Chapitre  de  Munfler  va  un  peu 
brouiller  les  aff'aires  de  votre 
Maítre  \  fi  cela  ejl ,  votla  ma 
foy  des  Diables  de  Canons, 
aujfi  bien  que  vous .  Mais  je 
croy  qu  il  n  en  ejl  ríen  ;  car  fi 
cela  etoit ,  le  Prince  ne  man - 
queroit  pas  de  faire  bientot  deux 
Chanoines  de  MeJJeurs  d'Herbe 
&  de  Majette^  ÍA  de  les  echan - 
ger  pour  quelquun  de  ces  ctour- 
dis  :  le  Gouverneur  de  Pleuren 
ne  manqueroit  de  pretcnce ,  fi 
le  titre  de  grand  Doy  en  etoit 
ente  fur  fon  gros  v entre,  On 
ne  fait  point  fi  de  paráis  change- 
mens  ne  pourroient  pas  bien  ar- 
river  ;  car  (felón  votre  phrafe 
Allemandc )  Roond  is  the  werld 

as  een - Pour  moy ,  f  ai  me - 

rois  mieux  etre  de  fes  Pretres 
que  de  fes  Soldáis ;  car  on  dit 
icy  qu  il  leur  donne  fa  bene- 
di¿tiony  &  les  envoye  au  diablo T 
je  veux  dire ,  a  travers  de  ma - 
r ais  impracticables ,  d'ou  jamais 
Capitaine  feculier  nauroit  ose 
approcher . 


A  di  en  Monfieur ,  IA  fouvenez 
vous  bien  en  vous  cchaujfant  des 
fundes  dit  vin  des  Cañarles , 

quon 
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order  your  fervants,  inftead 
of  removing  your  fword,  to 
remove  your  purfe,  and  pre- 
vent  you  from  doing  (accord- 
¡ng  to  your  cuftom)  more 
good  than  you  defígn,  as  íhey 
preventothers  from  doing  mif- 
chief.  For  it  is  a  cuílom  in 
England,  that  whatevera  man 
gives  away  over  night,  he 
hears  no  more  of  it  next 
morning.  At  all  hours  of 
both  I  am,  Sir,  your  moít  af- 
fedtionate  fervant. 

To  the  Marquis  of  C ají  el - 
Rodrigo . 

B ruñéis,  Dec.  12, 
My  Lord,  N.S.  1665. 
HE  news  of  your  Excel- 
lency’s  indifpofition  has 
very  fenfibly  affíidfed  me  ;  but 
God  Almighty  will,  I  doubt 
not,  quickly  reílore  your 
health,  which  is  of  too  great 
importancetoChriftendom,to 
finkundercommon  accidents. 

I  defire  yourpardon  for  the 
liberty  I  take  to  let  you  know, 
how  Monfieur  Rhintorf  com- 
plains  exceedingly,  that  he 
finds  yet  no  advance  intheaf- 
fair  you  were  pleafed  to  un- 
dertake  for  his  Mafter’s  fake, 
and  indeed  for  that  of  theKing 
my  Mafter  too.  I  defire  your 
Éxcellcncy  once  more  to  give 
your  hand  to  it ;  and  that,  if 
thofe  merchants  will  not  buy 
thetin,  you  will  give  order  at 
leaft  to  have  it  engaged  for 

thrce 


William  Temple, 

% 

quon  prend  fouvent  la  precau » 
tion  d'oter  de  devant  un  homme 
qui  a  buy  fon  epée^  de  peur 
qu  il  ne  faje  le  mechant  \  man 
que  vos  amis  en  doivent  prendre 
une  opposéey  qui  eji  de  vous 
oler  votre  argenta  de  peur  que 
ne  fajfiez  irop  le  génereux ;  car 
en  Angleterrey  ce  quon  donne 
le  foiry  ne  fe  retrouve  plus  le 
matin ;  quant  a  moy ,  &  le 
foir  &  le  matin  vous  me  trou - 
verez  toujoursy  Monfieur ,  vo¬ 
tre  tres  affedtionne  feryiteur . 

Au  Marquis  de  Caíícl- 
Rodrigo. 

Brujjellesy  Dec,  12, 
Monfieur  y  S ,  N.  1665. 

A  nouvelle  de  lyindifpofition 
que  votre  Excellence  a 
reffentie  depuis  quelque  joursy 
tria  fenfiblement  touché’y  mais 
je  ne  doute  pointy  que  Dieu  ne 
retabliffe  bien-tot  une  fiante  qui 
eji  trop  necejfaire  d  la  Chré ti¬ 
ente  pour  fuccomber  fous  des  ac¬ 
óden  s  vulgaires, 

je  vous  demande  pardon  de 
la  liberte  que  je  prens  de  vous 
avertir  que  Monfieur  Rhintorf 
fe  plfint  extremement  de  ce  qu'il 
ne  trouve  encor c  ricn  de  fait 
dans  dajfaire  qifil  vous  a  pin 
de  pendre  a  cceur  en  faveur 
de  fon  Aíaítre  ;  ainfi  que  fur 
la  recommendation  du  Roy  mon 
Maítre  :  je  fupplie  V,  E,  d’y 
mettre  encore  une  fois  la  rnainr 
&  de  donner  ordre  que  fi  on  a 
refolu  de  ne  point  accepier  cette 

mar- 
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tbree  parts  of  its  valué,  fo  as 
fome  prefent  remedy  may  be 
found  to  the  Bifhop’s  necefii- 
ties,  wherewith  (by  means  of 
this  delay)  he  is  novv  preíled 
to  the  laít  extremities. 


I  take  more  part  in  this  af- 
fair,  having  aíready  writ  to 
the  King  mv  Mafter,  that 
you  had  wholly  fmifhed  it  in 
affeftion  to  his  fervice,  for 
which  I  do  not  doubt  but  you 
will  receive  his  Majefty’s 
thanks  by  the  firft  courier ; 
fo  that  I  íhall  be  in  the  great- 
eft  confufion  imaginable  íf  the 
bufmefs  faiis,  and  his  Maje- 
íly  cannot  chufe  but  think  me 
very  impertinent. 

By  my  laít  difpatch  from 
Court,  of  the  i8th  inftant, 
I  am  informed  that  the  Spa- 
nifhAmbafladordid  that  even- 
ing  privately  deliver  his  new 
credentials  to  the  King,  to 
whom  and  his  Minifters  he 
ítill  continued  to  be  very  ac- 
ceptable ;  and  that,  upon  arri¬ 
val  of  thefe  credentials,  they 
began  to  enter  in  good  earneft 
upon  adjufting  our  common 
interefts. 

By  a  letter  of  the  i5th  in¬ 
ftant,  from  the  Prince  of 
Munfter,  í  am  informed  of 
the  great  and  happy  progrefs 
of  his  arms ;  but  on  the  other 
fide,  that  the  Hollanders  ufed 
the»r  laft  endeavours  to  raife 

againft 


marchcmdife ,  du  moins  on  la 
prenne  en  gage  pour  les  trois 
quarts  de  Ja  valeur ;  a  fin  de 
remedien  jur  le  champ  aux  re¬ 
ce  Jjitez  dont  Monjieur  P Evoque 
Je  tr ouvc  prefie , .  qui  peut-etre 
Jont  rendues  extremes  par  ce 
retardement. 

Je  me  trouve  d'autant  plus 
interefié  dans  cette  ajfiaire , 
qu ayant  deje /  mandé  au  Roy 
mon  Maítre  que  vous  Paviz 
tout-a-Jait  finie  dans  la  ve’úe 
de  r enare  Jervice  a  Ja  Majejlé , 
ce  qui  vous  Jera  Jans  chute 
marqué  avec  remerciment  de 
Ja  part  par  le  premier  cou¬ 
rier  ;  je  Jerois  Phomme  du 
monde  le  plus  conjus ,  &  le  plus 
impertinent  aux  yeux  du  Roy 
mon  Maítre ,  Ji  cette  ajfiaire 
venoit  a  manquen. 

Par  la  derniere  lettre  que 
J ay  revene  la  Cour  dattée  du 
18,  du  courant ,  fi ay  été  averti 
que  Monjieur  P  AmbaJJadeur 
dP FJpagne  avoit  le  Joir  de  ce 
jour  -  la  prejenté  au  Roy  Jes 
nouveiles  lettres  de  créance  & 
que  Ja  perjonne  étoit  toujours 
Jort  agréable  a  luí  &  á  Jes 
Minijires  :  qu  au  refie ,  Jur 
Parrivée  de  ces  nouveiles  lettres 
de  ere  anee  on  alloit  commencer  de 
Jort  bon  cceur  a  ajujler  tíos 
ínter éts  communs . 

Par  une  lettre  du  Prince  de 
Munfier  du  15.  du  courant , 
J ay  été  averti  de  Jes  grands 
id  heureux  progrez  ;  mais  que 
dPun  autre  cotéy  les  Hollandois 
JaiJoient  tous  leurs  ejfiorts  pour 
Joukver  centre  luy  tous  les  P vin¬ 
cos 
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a^ainíl  him  all  the  Proteftant 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  under 
pretext,  that  religión  has  part 
in  the  quarrel,  as  well  as  the 
intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria: 
and  on  both  thefe  accounts, 
as  well  as  from  vour  own 
generofity,  your  Éxcellency 
is  engaged  not  to  difappoint 
him  in  this  little  occaíion  : 
not  to  alledge  the  moral, 
which  tells  us,  that  what- 
ever  good  we  can  do ,  without 
damage  to  ourfelves ,  we  are  ob- 
liged  to  do ,  even  to  a  Jlranger . 

Upon  an  anfwer  from  your 
Excellency,  I  am  ready  to 
difpatch  an  exprefs  to  Ánt- 
werp,  and  (hall  remain,  My 
Lord,  your  Excellency’s  moft 
humble  and  obedient  íervant. 


ces  Prptcfíans  de  V  Empire  j 
fous  le  pretexte  que  l a  religión 
&  la  maifon  d?  Autriche  y  étoient 
interejjes.  Cejl  par~la  aujji 
bien  que  par  votre  generofité 
que  vous  etes  engage  a  ne  luy 
pas  manquer  en  cette  petite  oc- 
cafion ,  pour  nalleguer  pas  la 
niorale  qui  nous  dit9  Quicquid 
fine  detrimento  facere  potes, 
vel  ignoto  faciendum. 


Sur  la  refponfe  de  V \  E>je 
fuís  tout  pret  d  depecher  un 
expres  d  Anver s  ;  bien  re- 
folu  d’étre  toujours ,  de  V .  E • 
le  tres  humble  &  tres  obéijjant 
ferviteur . 


•T 3  Sir  William  Coventry. 


SIR,  Brufíels,  Dec.  1 5,  N.  S.  1 665. 

IAm  to  acknowledge  both  the  honour  and  obliga- 
tion  I  received  by  yours  of  November  the  9th, 
the  laft  of  which  feems  fo  great  in  that  light  you  give 
it,  and  by  thofe  circumftances  I  now  fee  attend  it,  that, 
had  it  come  from  any  other  hands,  I  íhould  have 
wiíhed  a  thouíánd  times  never  to  h 
For  there  are  very  few  I  defire  much  to  be  obliged  to, 
having  always  thought  that  a  fort  of  debt,  which 
ought  as  duly  to  be  paid  as  that  of  money,  with 
more  intereft,  and  much  greater  difficulty  of  cafting 
up.  But,  knowing  that  all  generous  perfons  are  apt 
to  favour,  and  efteem  their  own,  rather  fuch  whom 
they  oblige,  than  fuch  as  ferve  them  ;  I  am  extreme- 
Iv  ciad  to  have  my  ñame  enter  into  the  knowledge  of 
Üis°Royal  Highnefs,  by  his  bounty  and  favour  in  the 


and  other  Minifters  of  State.  24 5 

l 

btarlt  of  thofe  paífports,  rather  than  any  other  way  í 
could  have  taken  ;  and  beg  of  you,  that,  with  my 
humble  thanks,  his  Royal  Highnefs  may  know  I  en¬ 
te  r  into  his  fervice  with  this  advance  of  wages,  which 
it  íhall  be  álways  my  endeavour,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to 
deferve.  I  owe,  and  íhouldfay,  a  greatdeal  to  your- 
felf  upon  this  occafion,  but  that,  with  my  thanks 
for  the  thing  itfelf,  I  am  to  join  my  complaints  for 
the  manner  of  it :  I  mean,  that  you  fhould  trouble 
yourfelf  to  reafon  me  out  of  any  cuftom  or  aébon 
you  would  have  me  leave  off,  or  fay  any  thing  upon 
fuch  a  fubject,  befides  that  you  wifh  it  had  been  other- 
wife  ;  which,  I  defire  you  to  believc,  íhall  in  far 
greater  matters  be,  from  your  hand,  perfuafion  and 
command  enough  to  me.  My  prefumptions  may  be 
great  with  my  friends,  but  they  are  the  eafilieft  checked 
of  any  man’s  alive ;  which  is  all  I  íhall  fay  upon  this 
occafion  as  to  the  future  :  and  for  the  paft,  I  will  only 
afiure  you,  that  I  fhould  not  in  the  leaft  have  offered 
at  what  I  did,  had  it  not  been  at  the  earneft  inftance 
of  the  Prince  of  Munfter’s  Refident  here :  and  I  am 
to  make  it  my  bufinefs  abroad  to  enter  as  far  as  I 
can  into  the  fecrets,  and,  for  that  end,  into  the  affec- 
tions,  of  fuch  Minifters  as  I  have  to  deal  with  ;  and,  as 
fome  men  are  to  be  gained  diredtly  by  their  heart,  fo 
are  others  by  their  hands.  But  another  fault  were 
eafer  to  be  borne  than  a  long  excufe  ;  I  will  not  add 
to  it  by  our  news,  fince  of  all  I  write  I  am  fure  you 
know  as  much  as  you  pleafe ;  only  in  general  our  Bi- 
fhop  lofes  not  courage  ñor  ftrength  upon  all  the  great 
preparations  of  enemies,  or  difappointment  of  friends. 
The  £>utch  feem  to  be  plagued  by  their  own  god, 
and  to  grow  unhappy  in  their  own  element,  the  fea 
having  done  them,  in  the  laft  ftorms,  moft  extrava- 
gant  harrns :  fome  letters  from  Amfterdam  fay  to  the 
valué  of  thirtv.  and  others,  to  fixtv  millions :  their 

cafe 
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cafe  may  grow  harder  yet,  if  the  frofts  do  fo  from  tíie 
Munfter  fide.  Our  Court  here  is  paffionate  towards 
the  league  between  the  two  crowns ;  as  I  am  in  the 
defires  of  growing  in  your  friendfnip  and  favour,  and 
deferving  it  by  any  teílimonies  I  can  give  of  my  be- 
ing,  Sir,  your  moít  faithful  humble  fervant. 

To  dame  Augujlina  Cary  • 

M  A  D  AM,  BruíTels,  Feb.  16,  N.  S.  1666. 

IKnow  not  whether  the  íhame  of  having  been  fo 
long  in  your  debt  be  greater,  than  that  of  paying 
it  fo  ill  at  laft ;  but,  I  am  fure,  it  is  much  harder  to 
be  excufed,  and  therefore  fhall  not  attempt  it,  but 
leave  it  to  Father  Placid’s  oratory ;  though,  having 
failed  in  the  fubftantial  part  of  your  bufinefs,  I  have 
little  reafon  to  hope  he  will  fucceed  better  in  the  ce¬ 
remonial  part  of  mine.  The  truth  is,  there  is  fo  great 
a  difterence  in  common  lound  between,  It  is  d.ne^  and 
It  will  be  done¡  that  I  was  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
the  honour  of  having  received  your  Ladyfhip’s  com- 
mands,  before  I  had  compafied  that  of  obeying  them; 
which  the  Marquis  here  hath  fo  often  aífured  me 
would  fuddenly  fall  to  my  fhare,  that  I  thought  we 
had  both  equal  reafon,  his  Excellency  to  do  it,  and  I 
to  believe  it.  This  right  1  muft  yet  do  him,  that  I 
never  preífed  him  in  this  concern  of  your  Ladyfhip’s, 
but  he  told  me  all  my  arguments  were  needlefs,  for 
the  thing  fhculd  be  done  *,  and  how  to  forcé  a  man 
thatyields  I  never  underftood  ;  but  yet  I  much  doubt, 
that,  till  the  refult  bqgiven  upon  the  grols  of  this  af- 
fair,  which  is  and  has  been  fome  time  under  view, 
your  part  in  particular  will  hardly  be  thought  ripe 
for  ekltier  his  juftice,  or  favour,  which  will  be  rather 
the  ftyle  it  muft  run  in,  it  it  be  a  defire  of  exempticn 
from  a  general  rule  given  in  the  cafe.  Whatever 

perfon 
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perfon  (afcer  the  Father’s  return)  íhall  be  appointed 
to  obferve  the  courfe  of  this  affair,  and  purfue  the 
Lady’s  pretenfions  here,  will  be  fure  of  all  the  afiift- 
ance  I  can  at  any  time  give  him  ;  though  I  think  it 
would  prove  a  more  public  fervice  to  find  fome  way 
of  diíTolving  your  fociety,  and  by  that  means  dif- 
perfing  fo  much  worth  about  the  world,  than,  by 
preferving  you  together,  confine  it  to  a  córner,  and 
fuffer  it  to  fhine  lo  much  lefs,  and  go  out  fo  much 
fooner,  than  otherwife  it  would.  The  ill  effedls  of 
your  retreat  appear  too  much  in  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
your  bufinefs ;  for  I  •  cannot  think  any  thing  could 
fail  that  your  Ladyfhip  would  folicit  j  but,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  nothing  in  this  lower  fcene  is  worthy  either 
that,  or  fo  much  as  your  defire  or  care,  which  are 
words  that  enter  not  your  grates,  to  difturb  that  per- 
feót  quiet  and  indifferency  which  I  will  believe  in- 
habit  there,  and  by  your  happinefs  decide  the  long 
difpute,  whether  the  greater  lies  in  wanting  nothing, 
or  poíTeífing  much. 

I  cannot  but  tell  you  it  was  unkindly  done  to  re- 
frefh  the  memory  of  your  brother  Da  Cary’s  lofs,  which 
was  not  a  more  general  one  to  mankind,  than  it  was 
particular  to  me  :  but,  if  I  can  fucceed  in  your  Lady- 
ihip’s  fervice,  as  well  as  I  had  the  honour  once  to  do 
in  his  friendfhip,  I  íhall  think  I  have  lived  to  good 
purpofe  here,  and  for  hereafter  íhall  leave  it  to  Al- 
mighty  God,  with  a  fubmiffion  as  abandoned,  as  you 
can  exercife  in  the  low  common  concernments  of  this 
worthlefs  life,  which  I  can  hardly  imagine  was  in¬ 
tended  us  for  fo  great  a  mifery  as  it  is  here  commonly 
made,  or  to  betray  fo  large  a  part  of  the  world  to  fo 
muchgreater  hereafter,  as  is  commonly  believed.  How- 
ever,  I  am  obliged  to  your  Ladyfhip  for  your  prayers, 
which  I  am  fure  are  well  intended  me,  and  íhall  re¬ 
turn  you  mine,  that  no  ill  thoughts  of  my  faith  may 

poífefs 
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pofiefs  your  Ladyíhip  with  an  ¡11  one  of  my  works  toof- 
which  I  am  fure  cannot  fail  of  being  very  meritorious, 
íf  ever  I  reach  the  intentions  I  have  of  expreffing  my- 
felf  upon  all  occafions,  Madam,  your  LadylKip’s  moíl 
humble  and  moíl  obedient  krvant. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Bruífels,  March  1,  Ñ.  S.  1 666. 

INeed  fay  nothing  to  bring  your  Lordfhip  acquaint- 
ed  with  Mr.  Sherwood’s  perfon  or  errand  •,  yet, 
becaufe  all  men  take  themfelves  to  meafure  beft  theif 
own  bufinefsj  I  would  not  difappoint  his  delires  of  this 
addrefs  ;  though,  to  add  any  thing  to  what  I  writé 
upon  all  occafions,  of  the  Prince  of  Muníler’s  con- 
dition,  neceflities,  or  complaints,  were,  as  I  take  it, 
juít  fo  much  of  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  All  I  will 
fay  is,  that  whatever  his  Majeíty  refolves  to  do,  ought 
to  be  íudden,  and  in  a  lump,  to  provide  for  his  taking 
the  field  this  fpring,  with  heart  and  ílrength,  which 
I  believe  a  fum  within  the  compafs  of  a  hundred  of 
his  Majeíly’s  fubjedls  would  enable  him  to  do  :  no¬ 
thing  will  ever  hinder  me  to  give  your  Lordfhip 
thofe  teftimonies  I  defire  of  the  moíl  hearty  conílant 
paffion,  wherewith  I  fhall  ever  be,  My  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip’s,  &c. 


T o  the  Duke  of  Alternarle. 

My  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  1,  N.  S.  1666. 

UPON  Mr.  Sherwood’s  pafíage  this  way  into 
England,  from  the  Biíhop  of  Muníler,  I  could 
not  refufe  him  the  occafion  of  waiting  upon  your 
Grace,  who  lo  well  knows  how  far  his  Majeíly  s  ho* 
nour  and  intereíl  may  be  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of 

his  errand.  , 

Though 
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íhough  that  Prince’s  neceíTities  may  be  grown 
great,  as  well  as  his  complaints  and  the  arrears  of  his 
payments,  yet,  1  am  confident,  five  and  twentyor  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  in  a  lump,  and  fudden,  would  bring 
him  ílrong  and  vigorous  into  the  field  this  fpring  ; 
which  would  prove  a  cheap  advantage  to  his  Ma- 
jeíly’s  arms,  and  perhaps  the  greateft  in  fíght,  next 
to  your  Grace’s  commanding  this  fummer’s  fleet ; 
from  which  we  all  here  certainly  reckon  upon  a  fuc- 
cefs  iuitable  to  the  reíl  of  your  fortunes  and  glories, 
which  I  hope  to  fee  completed  upon  the  French 
fíeets.  Mine  will  be  great,  if  your  Grace  pleafes  to 
efteem  me*  as  you  will  ever  have  reafon  to  do,  My 
Lord,  your  Grace’s  moíl  faithful  humble  fervant. 


SSo  my  Lord  Car!ingford> 


My  Lord,  BruíTels,  March  6,  N.  S.  1666, 

IHave  this  exception  to  your  fervice,  that  my  faults 
are  taken  notice  of,  and  not  my  diligence ;  for,  in 
your  Lordfhip’s  of  the  2iftpaft,  I  find  not  the  leaft 
rnention  of  any  lettets  received  from  me,  though,  I 
am  confident  by  other  circumítances,  fome  of  them 
muít  have  been  come  to  your  hands.  I  fear  your 
news  at  Vienna  is  not  fo  good  ñor  true  as  your  wine  ; 
and,  by  the  abundance  of  reports  with  fhallow 
grounds,  I  doubt  your  Court  is  rather  inclined  to 
hear  news  than  to  make  it.  That  Brandenburg  is 
Gur  enemy,  at  leaít  for  four  months,  is  too  certain  : 
tnat  Sweden  is  a  friend  to  Munfter,  we  may  guefs  ra¬ 
ther  from  caufes,  than  any  effe&s  that  I  know  of : 
and  ñnce  neither  the  Emperor  ñor  Spain  will  contri- 
bute  any  thing  towards  the  Biíhop’s  affiftance,  ñor  fo 
much  as  the  ftaving  off  enemies,  that  by  Dutch  and 
French  are  raifing  up  againft  him  in  the  Empire  it- 
felf,  I  know  no  remedy.  But  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  forcé 
and  artifice  to  diíarm  him,  I  expedt,  for  my  part,  to 
Vol.  I  R  '  fee 
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lee  him  rather  befieged  in  Coefvelt  or  Muníler,  ttiarí 
make  a  peace  without  our  Mafter’s  confent,  as  it  is  hop¿ 
ed  by  our  enemies,  and  perhaps  wifhed  by  lome  of 
our  friends,  for  fear  the  continuance  of  his  mufle 
fliould  make  them  dance  before  they  have  a  mind  to 
it.  But  í  believe  all  their  coldnefs  and  fhrinking  will 
hardly  defend  them,  and  may  help  them  rather  to 
lofe  their  friends,  than  gain  their  enemies  ;  for  we 
have  certain  news  that  the  French  have  made  a  place 
¿'armes  between  la  Fere  and  Peronne,  where  that 
Kins  is  comino;  down  to  the  rendezvoufes  of  fifteen 
thoufand  m en  :  and  the  Hollanders,  on  the  other  fide, 
are  fo  incurably  poflefled  with  an  opinión  of  fome 
wonderful  deep  important  league  between  us  and 
Spain,  that  they  are  upon  the  very  brink  of  refolving 
a  war  too,  and  concluding  a  league  offenfive,  as  well 
as  defenfive,  with  France  at  leaíl,  if  the  afeendant 
of  this  year  be  favourable  to  De  Witt’s  party  as  that 
of  the  laft  was,  which  begins  to  be  a  little  doubted  of 
late.  I  will  not  fend  your  Lordíhip  any  Englifh  let- 
ters,  ñor  our  declaration  of  war  againft  the  French* 
in  confidence  it  goes  aloilg  with  your  paequet  ^  by 
which  you  will  fee  his  Majefty  hath  been  as  generous 
and  civil  as  the  French  King  was  rough  in  his,  to  cali 
it  no  worle  :  but  he  hath  begun  the  war  with  lo  much 
heat,  that  1  am  apt  to  believe  he  will  come  to  be  coul 
before  it  ends. 

I  fhall  ill  deferve  your  Lordílúp’s  leave  of  writing 
often,  if  I  do  it  lo  long,  and-  fo  little  to  the  purpoíe 
together.  After  1  have  toid  you  my  Lord  GíTory  is 
come  over  into  England,  and  that  my  Lord  Arling- 
ton  is  for  certain  (as  they  fay  bota  in  England  and 
here)  to  marry  the  Lady  ^Emilia,  my  Lady  ofOiTory’s 
'  fjfter,  i  will  give  your  Lordfhip  the  good  night,  ab 
moft  as  late  as  I  imagine  you  ufe  to  go  to  bed,  and 
only  tell  you  that  I  am,  at  all  hours,  IVÍyLord,  your 
Lordíhip’s  rnoít  humóle  fervant. 

To 


25* 
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T o  Sir  Philip  Warwick . 

SIR,  Bruílels,  March  12,  N.  S.  1 666* 

ripHOUGH  it  be  more  eafy  and  more  uiiial  to 
j|  beg  favours,  than  to  acknowledge  them,  yet  I 
find  yon  are  refolved  to  forcé  me  upon  tile  laft,  with- 
out  ever  giving  me  time  or  occafion  for  the  other. 
How  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  in  my  laíl  difpatch, 
I  am  told  enough  by  Mr.  Godolphin,  but  more  by 
my  own  lieart,  which  will  never  fuffer  me  to  believe, 
that  a  perfon  to  whom  I  have  been  fo  long,  and  am 
fo  much  a  fervant,  fhould  be  any  other  than  kind  to 
me  ;  for  that  is  my  way  of  judging  my  abfent  friends, 
and  ferves,  like  a  vvatch  in  my  pocket,  to  meafure  the 
time,  though  I  fee  no  fun.  The  very  ñame  of  time 
puts  me  in  mind,  that  yours  is  not  to  be  fpent  idly ; 
and  that  you  are  more  pleafed  to  oblige  your  friendsy 
than  to  receive  their  thanks :  and  therefore  I  will  only 
fay,  that  mine  are  very  fenfible  and  very  hearty,  and 
that  no  man  is,  with  more  reafon  and  with  more  fin- 
cerenefs,  than  I  am,  Sir,  your  affedtionate  humble  fer- 
vant. 


T'o  the  Bijhop  cf  Munflcr . 

BruíTels,  March  12, 
SIR,  N.  S.  1666. 

O  U  R  Highnefs’s  letter 
of  the  gth  inílant  carne 
in  due  time  to  my  hands,  by 
which  I  plainly  find  with  how 
much  faith  and  conílancy,  as 
well  as  wifdom  and  courage, 
your  Highnefs  intends  to  or- 
der  your  affairs.  My  utmoft 
endeavours  fiiall  not  bewant- 
ing  for  the  advancingof  thein, 

as 


Epifcopo  Monafterii. 

Bruxellis,  Martii  12* 
CelfiííimeDom.  N,  S.  1666. 

Efte  et  tempejUve  admodum 
mihi  reddita  funt  Uter¿z 
Celfitudinis  vejlra,  9.  Martii 
dates  y  e  quibus  plañe  perfpexi 
quam  inconcujja  fide ,  et  quam 
decora  conjlantiá  C.  V.  res  Juas 
femper  ornatura  Jit ,  dum  eaf- 
dem  eximid  prudentid  et  animo 
molitur  ínter ea y  et  gubernat . 
Mihi  ccrú  nihil  erit  unquarn 
R  2  an- 
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as  well  as  for  increafing  and 
cultivating  the  confidence  his 
Majefty  hath  in  yohr  High- 
nefs  (on  which  the  common 
Ieague  chiefly  relies)  efpecial- 
\y  at  this  time,  when  fo  many 
ill-defignino-  men  ufe  all  en- 
oeavours  to  íhake  or  deftroy 
it,  wherein  it  is  hard  to  tell 
whether  their  folíy  ór  mal  Le  ó 
be  greater. 

I  hear  every  day  in  this  cj- 
ty,  that  your  Highnefs  has 
made  peace  with  the  Hollan- 
ders,  without  any  regard  to 
us  or  our  leagtíe,  or  fo  much 
as  confulting  hís  Majefty  up- 
on  it :  and  1  pretend  to  be- 
ljeve  what  I  am  told,  though 
1  am  inwardly  aílured  to  the 
contrary.  As  for  whifpers 
and  rumours>  it  is  not  my  cu- 
flom  eith’ér  to  amufe  others, 
or  'perplex  myfelf  with  them. 
I  confefs  I  was  fomewhat  mo¬ 
ved  with  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  a  man 
of  underftanding  in  this  city, 
which  I  lately  favv  and  read ; 
wherein  he  feems  to'feed  him- 
fclf  and  his  friend  with  hopes 
of  a  fpeedy  peace  in  all  thofe 
parts  of  Germany,  and  aflures 
hkny  from  his  certain  know- 
ledgerthatthc  Prince  of  Mun- 
fter  will  accept  it  rn  cafe  it 
be  offered  to  him  without 
the  grealeft  ignominyand  lofs; 
wherein  he  fays  the  neigh- 
bouring  Pri-nces  ufe  all  means 
to  engace  hirm 

o  o 


antiquius  [fio  officio ,  quod  fcM- 
per  prajliti  et  praftiturus  funi 
tom  in  lilis  omni  modo  promo- 
vendis ,  quom  in  formando. ,  ei 
f  opus  fuerit  erigendá  facrm 
Juez  Regles  Majeftatis  fiduciáj 
quá  pracipue  niti  videtur  com- 
munis  feederis  vinculum  ct  ro- 
bury  boc  pr  ce fertim  tempere  cum 
mulii  et  vafri  et  ventof  ¡tomi¬ 
nes  illam  pedihus  eant  la  befa  fila- 
tum ,  majare  i evítate  nefdoy  an 
malitiá . 

In  bac  urbe  pacem  jam  ra- 
tam  ir  i  Ínter  C.  Vm.  et  Hollán¬ 
dose  pojlhabitis  omnino  rationi - 
bus  et  feederis  et  nofirisy  nedum 
confultá  volúntate ,  ego  utrifque 
auribus  quotidie  accipio  \  eredu - 
litatem  fmiulo ,  foto  autem  pee-* 
tore  infidas  eo.  Rumor  i  bus 
certe  et  fu  furris  neo  mihi  altos 
pafeere  afjuetum ,  nec  meipfum 
excruáare  ;  'commotum  me  pau¬ 
to  fateár  literis  Düds  Brünfwi- 
cenfis  viro  fugad  in  bac  urbe 
tranfmijfisy  quas  ipfe  nuperri - 
me  vidiy  legique  dÜigentius ,  in 
quihus ,  et  Jefe  et  amicum  mul¬ 
ta  fpe  la  filare  videtur  pads  in 
univerfis  i/íis  Germanice-  par- 
tibus  br eviten  rejlituendce  ;  fi - 
b'ime  prs  comporto  confiare  cf- 
feni ,  prindpem  Monaflerii  earh 
libentifmie  acupiurufn,  modo 
fine  fumma  ignominia  et  doran  i 
eam  ohlatam  iri  contingat  \  in 
quo  vidrios  elit  Principes  ole - 
urn  et  operam  fummo  jam  /indis 
impenderé . 


Mar- 
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I  am  forry  to  find  the  Mar- 
jquis  of  Caftel  Rodrigo  of  the 
íame  opinión ;  becaufe  I  know 
the  event  muft  be  difhonour- 
able  to  your  Highnefs,  and 
will  be  imputed  to  the  Ring 
my  Mafter,  perhaps  as  im- 
prudence,  at  leaft,  as  ill  for¬ 
tune.  Ñor  do  I  think  the 
Spaniards,  atthis  time  of  day, 
ío  generólas  as  to  promote  the 
league  (which  we  hope  to  fee 
confirmed  by  my  Lord  Sand- 
wich’s  embaffy  into  Spain)  if 
they  once  imagine,  though 
but  falíly,  that  his  Majefty, 
among  fuch  potent  enemies, 
is  forfaken  by  his  neareft  con- 
federates. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am  en- 
tirely  perfuaded,  as  well  from 
your  Highnefs’s  laft  letter,  as 
from  your  virtue  and  good 
fenfe,  that  you  have  too  great 
a  regard  foryour  faith  and  ho- 
nour,  to  darken  the  luftre  of 
fo  fair  a  life,  by  fo  foul  a  ftain. 
Th  is  I  do  not  fail  contínually 
to  inform  both  his  Majefty 
and  his  Minifters  ;  ñor  do  I 
doubt,  but  if  fortune  íhall  be 
wanting  to  the  juftice  of  your 
arms,  fo  far  as  that  your  High¬ 
nefs  íhall  be  in  danger  of  be- 
ing  brought  to  the  laft  extre- 
mities,  you  will  at  leaft  have 
that  regard  to  fo  facred  a 
league,  and  to  the  honour  of 
fo  great  a  King,  as  to  give 
his  Majefty  timely  noticé ; 
declare  the  invincible  necefti* 
tics  you  lay  under,  and  defire 
permiftion  to  enter  upon  new 
counfels,  As 


Marchionem  de  C-aflcl  Ro¬ 
drigo  eandcm  irnbibijfe  plañe  opi- 
riionem  et  fentio  et  doleo  :  quip- 
pe  ejujmodi  eventurn  et  C.  V \ 
vi  tío  vertí  neccJJ'e  ej ?,  et  Regí 
Domino  meo ,  imprudentia  for¬ 
jan,  aut  faltem  infcelicitati .  Nec 
Hifpanos  ufque  adeo  jam  tem¬ 
poril  gen er ojos  a/limo,  ut  pro - 
vehendo  fcederi  ( quod  jam  are - 
ti  us  ajlr  i  ¿1  um  ir  i  fpera?nus  nu- 
perrimd  Comitis  de  Sandwich  in 
Hifpaniam  legatione )  fortius 
impellant  remos  Ji  Regem  Do  mi- 
num  meum  ínter  tantos  bofes 
ab  intimo  feederaio  deferí  um 
ir  i,  fibi  vel  falfo  perfuafe- 
rint . 

Ego  interea  tam  ex  pof  re¬ 
mis  literis ,  quam  ex  ingenti  C, 
V.  Índole  et  genio ,  moribus  eti- 
am  et  fludiis ,  núhi  e  contra 
procul  omni  alea  perfuafum  ba¬ 
beo, ,  eam  virtud,  fidei,  et  glo¬ 
ries  nimis  fceliciter  litdjfe ,  quam 
ut  tot  decora  tam  injignis  vita- 
tanta  labe  infufeari  ullo  modo 
patiatur.  Hoc  facra  fuá  Re¬ 
gia  Majejlati,  hoc  Minijlris 
regí  i  s  incide  are  non  defino  ;  nce 
ullus  dubito,  fi  tam  jujlis  armis 
fortuna  in  tantum  defuer it ,  ut 
ínter  tot  hojles  C.  y.in  extre- 
mis  fe  labor aturam  prafentiat ; 
quin  hoc  faltem  tanto  fcederi , 
hoc  tanti  Regis  nomini  et  au * 
fpiciis  tribuendum  judicet,  ut  Ja* 
cram  fuam  majeflatem  non  in - 
confultam  velit ,  ncceffitates  infu - 
per  ahíles  exponat ,  veniamque  de* 
mum  impetret  novif  et  alie  ni  s 
conflii s  ineundií » 

R  3  Jguad 
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As  for  us,  I  amfureyour 
Highnefs  is  fuíhciently  con- 
vinced  of  his  Majeíly’s  care 
i n  performing  his  pgrt,  and 
how  happily  he  has  overeóme 
the  greateft  diíhculties  and 
Ííraits,  wherein,  by  occafion 
of  the  late  peítilence,  his  re- 
venues  have  been  involved. 
About  ten  days  ago,  I  gave 
Moníieur  Rhintorf  letters  of 
exchange  for  77,000  dollars: 
he  is  a  diligent  perfon,  a  friend 
to  the  common  league,  and 
ofequai  probity  and  induftry. 
I  have  ffiven  him  alfo  other 

O 

letters,  wherein  a  very  rich 
merchant  of  Amfterdam  has 
undertakentotranfmit  30,000 
dollars  more  to  me  with  all 
convenient  fpeed.  I  have  al¬ 
fo  orders  from  his  Majeífy, 
to  advance  money  for  your 
Highnefs,  upon  a  greatquan- 
tity  of  tin,  lately  recovered 
fromíhipwreckatOílend :  and 
his  Majeftyhath  farthergiven 
me  in  charge  to  let  your 
Highnefs  know,  that  what- 
ever  remains  íhould  be  paid 
without  fail. 


All  this  matter  was  finiíh- 
ed  befare  Mr.  Sherwood’s  de- 
parture  forEngland,  vvhom  I 
have  however  inftrudfed  with 
the  befl  counfel  í  could,  as 
well  as  with  letters  of  recom- 
mendation  to  the  ChiefMini- 
ffers  ;  though  I  am  certain 
his  Majeñy’s  iuftice  and  truth 


£hiod  ad  partes  noftras  ai- 
tlnet ,  fatis  confido  C.  V»  abun ■? 
de  expiar  atuni  habere  quanta 
Jludio  et  opere  facra  fuá  Regia 
Maje  fas  explendis  ad  amuffim 
fmgulis  invigilaverit ,  quanta - 
que  demum  feeli cítate  angvflias 
et  dificúltales  fummas  eludíala, 
fit ,  quibus  per  nuperam  corita - 
gionern  res  Juas  pracipue  pecu¬ 
niarias  involutas  fenjit .  Egq 
jam  infra  decem  elapfos  di  es 
literas  Carnbii  ufque  ad  feptua- 
ginta  feptem  Dhalerorum  millia 
valituras ,  Domino  de  Rhintorf 
rite  tradidi ,  viro  certe  impigro , 
animique  ergo  res  cammunis  f ce¬ 
der  i  s  propenfiffimi ,  nec  mi  ñor  i s 
nt  mihi  vi  detur  probitatis  qudm 
indujlrire .  Eidem  alias  ifhper- 
tii  literas ,  per  quas  mercator 
admodum  opulentas  Amjleh da- 
mi  in  fe  provinciam  recepit 
triginta  adhuc  Ehalerorum 
millia  mihi  quamprimum  tranf- 
mittencli .  Eodem  tempore  et 
magnam  Jlanni  molem  Ofendes 
nuper  ex  naufragio  revulfamy 
augendis  C.  V,  rationibus  im¬ 
pender  ey  Ínter  regia  jujja  ba¬ 
beo  ;  pracipuumque  a  Jacrá  fuá 
Regia  Majefate  mandatum ,  ut 
Ca  V .  perfuafam  penitus  et  fe- 
curam  velim ,  quod  reliqui  efl 
fine  ullá  ambagefolutum  ir  i, 

Idac  omnia  excuffa  et  abfo - 
luía  fuiffe  advertendum  efl  ante 
appflfum  Doxnini  Sherwood , 
quern  tamen  in  tranjitu  faluber- 
rimis  quibus  fas  erat  confín s , 
et  commendatoriis  apud  fuñimos 
Regios  Minijiros  literis  moni - 
tum  volui ;  etiamfi  pro  com¬ 
porto  habeam ,  iAgA  D  omi  ni 
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wiU  be  more  prevalent  in  this 
j-natter,  than  the  molí  impor¬ 
túnate  folicitations  or  com- 
plaints. 

In  the  mean  while  I  íhall 
ufe  my  utmoft  care  and  dili- 
gence  for  the  fervice  of  your 
Highnefs  ;  and  ¡t  will  be  your 
part,  not  to  be  wanting  either 
to  his  Majefty,  or  your  own 
honour  and  fafety,  which  are 
all  concerned  in  this  conjunc- 
ture.  I  alfo  beg  your  High¬ 
nefs  not  to  be  difcouraged  by 
your  enemies,  not  to  diílruft 
your  oíd  friends,  ñor  defpair 
ofraiíiag  new  ones. 

"Time  for  the  better  changes  rnany 

things . 

In  the  mean  time,  I  wiíh 
your  Highnefs  health  and  vic- 
tory,  and  defire  you  will  ever 
eíleem  me,  Sir,  your  Higli- 
nefs’s  moíl  obedient  humble 
fervant. 

To  Mr.  *' 


meijuftitiam  infgnem  el  fidem 
inviolatam  plus  querimoniis  óm¬ 
nibus  vcl  precibus  maxitne  Im¬ 
pon  tutus  in  hác  re  valituras. 

Ego  interea  cura ,  opere,  fu¬ 
cilo,  et  diligentiá ,  nec  defum  nec 
de  futuras  fum  ;  Celftudini  an¬ 
tevi  vejíree  cures  emt  ne  fueres 
fues  Regles  Majejlatly  ne  fi- 
blmet  Ipfi  defuer it ,  ne  propries 
den  i  que  glorns  nec  jaluti ,  quas 
in  hoc  car  diñe  rerum  vertí  fatis 
perfpeftum  haber e  necejfe  efi . 
Nec  Inter  infurgentes  bofes  de- 
fpondeat  oro ,  nec  vetenbus  ami- 
cis  ad  mínimum  dijfdat ,  nec  de- 
fperet  de  novls  excitandis . 

Multa  dies  variufque  labor 

mutabilis  aevi 
Detulit  in  melius. 

Valeat  interea  C.  V.  et  vln- 
cendo  pergat  ;  Inter  autem  ad¬ 
di  ¿i  ijf  irnos  ejufque  rerum  fu  di  o - 
fjftmos  de  jure  femper  esf  imet y 
C,  V '•  obfervantijjtmum . 


Godolphin . 


SIR,  BruíTels,  April  i,  N.  S.  1666. 

MONG  my  few  debts,  I  could  not  have  ima- 
_  _  gined  myfelf  likely  to  have  any  in  Spain,  tili 
my  late  intelligence  from  Éngland,  and  obfervation 
of  the  winds,  perfuacied  me  to  it,  as  my  good  con- 
fcience  does,  to  endeavour  at  the  fatisfaction  of  them 
before  it  be  called  for.  After  I  have  welcomed  you 
into  the  climate  with  the  fame  chear  and  kindneis 


a  Afterwards  Sir  William  Godolphin. 

R  4 


the 


256  Le t ten  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

the  fun  I  Know  will  do,  you  muft  receive  my  acknow- 
ledgment  of  two  letters  I  had  from  you  before  you 
lefc  Fnglifh  ground :  but,  withal,  fome  reproach  that 
you  cculdmingle  the  expreffions  of  your  kindnefs 
witn  tnat  ídle  bufinefs  of  accompts,  in  which  you 
are  too  juft,  as  thofe  you  had  to  deal  with  for  my 
1  patent  •  fees  were,  I  think,  too  merciful,  at  leaíi 
nruch  more  fo  than  I  expedted.  Your  JLetter  from 
Sheen  was  more  obliging,  in  making  me  believe  vou 
met  any  thing,  in  that  córner,  you  could  be  en’ter- 
tained  or  pleafed  with  j  but,  if  it  were  fo,  I  fear  vou 
had  your  revenge :  for  my  wife  tells  me,  to  my  face, 
in  her  letter  upon  that  occafion,  that  íhe  fhall  love  you 
whilft  íhe  lives  for  the  kindnefs  of  that  vifit.  What 
cífed  this  might  have  upon  an  abfent  man  in  Spaniíh 
a¡r,  I  kr,ow  not ;  but,  from  this  more  températe  cli- 
mate,  I  will  aííure  you,  that  I  am  content  to  Ihare 
with  you  the  kindnefs  of  my  belt  friends,  which  is 

all  the  quarrel  I  will  raife  at  this  diftance,  upon  this 
occafion. 

Tnc  laft  couner  from  Spain  rencw^d  our  mourninp* 
at  this  Court,  for  the  news  of  b  Sir  R.  F.  and  Sir 
R.  S’s  arrival  at  Madrid,  without  fuccefs  in  the  Por- 
tugal  truce  \  which,  being  the  lunge  of  all  affairs  at 
this  time  in  Chriílendom,  is  (1  hope)  reíerved  for  your 
more  happy  and  more  dexterous  management.  I 
find  it  agreed  from  h lance,  with  other  parts,  that  no- 
thing  will  have  good  ilíue  in  Portugal  without  the 
ftyle^  01  King ;  and  methinks  the  Spaniards  heicht 
íliouid  rather  aim  at  giving  him  King  without  Kino'- 
dom,  than  arnufe  about  Kingdom  without  Kino-. 
The  beíl  fwords,  and  guns,  and  treafures,  will  have 
ever  the  power  of  reviving  tlaoíe  controverfies :  in 
the  mean  time,  pray  endeavour  to  make  them  fen- 
fible,  that  the  poireffion  of  Flanders  is  worth  the  re- 

J  For  Baronet.  t  Sir  Richard  Faathaw. 
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verfion  of  Portugal ;  and  that  they  could  never  have 
fuch  a  conjundure  to  lay  by  the  puntiglio  as  during 
their  King’s  minority,  who,  when  grown  major,  mqy 
avow  and  difayow  what  he  pleales  of  his  mother’s 
regency. 

It  is  pleafant  to  me  to  be  giving  you  arguments-, 
but  we  are  fo  full  of  it  here,  as  you  muíl  excufe  all 
impertinencies  in  this  matter.  In  fhort,  this  is  a  bufi- 
nefs  muíl  of  neceílity  be  done,  and  therefore,  for 
God’s  fake,  difpatch  it :  and  there  is  an  end  of  my 
wife  counfels. 

From  the  Marquis  here  you  muíl  look  for  no  great 
affiítance  in  this  one  particular  •,  his  birth  and  inter¬ 
di  make  it  too  tickliíh  a  ítring  for  him  to  touch : 
in  all  others  aflure  yourfelf  I  have  taken  a  care  to 
prefs  him,  and  his  Excellency  the  pains  to  endeavour 
all  he  can  poílibly,  for  preparing  whatever  may  ho- 
nour  your  reception,  or  facilítate  your  negotiation  ; 
and  being  a  perfon  that  has  run  through  all  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  that  monarchy,  and  allied  to  almoíl  all  the 
perfons  of  the  council,  I  will  be  confident  his  of¬ 
fices  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  you,  as  I  hope  fome  of  our 
countrymen’s  will  that  preceded  them.  When  you 
farther  defire  any  from  his  Excellency  here,  upon 
the  notice,  I  doubt  not  to  furnifh  you. 

I  find  by  him,  the  laíl  promotion  of  counfellors 
was  not  made,  either  by  the  Duke  of  Medina’s  or 
Caílriglio’s  fadion  or  authority,  but  chiefly  by  the 
Queen’s  ConfelTor,  and  on  purpofe  to  ílrengthen  a 
party  dependent  wholly  upon  her  Majeíly, 

The  Duke  of  Albuquerque  you  will  find  a  man  of 
more  warmth  than  depth,  and  no  great  leader  in 
council  or  bufinds :  Montalto  is  a  man  of  more  head, 
has  more  of  the  Queen’s  ear,  and  runs  the  fortune  of 
growing  one  day  into  the  greateíl  miniílry  :  he  is  at 
prefent  embroiled  with  the  Duke  of  Medina  ;  but  if 
my  Lord  Sandwich  would  reconcile  thofe  two  ílrings. 
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and  tune,  them  together,  he  would  find  it  cafy  to 
concert  his  own  mufle  there. 

D  Ay  ala  is  Plerb  John,  Aitona  coníidered  j  and 
upon  his  march,  which  he  may  fucceed  weil  in,  if  he 
contents  himfelf  to  make  it  by  ílow  and  even  fleps. 
Pignoranda  would  make  a  third  party,  is  learned  and 
called  wife,  but  wants  birth  and  vigour  to  fupport 
more  greatnefs  than  he  has.  The  Confeílor  is  honnejle 
homme,  has  lived,  till  now,  retired  from  bufinels,  but 
made  a  great  leap  into  it  on  the  fudden.  Caftriglio 
and  (Trecena  are  ío  far  known,  as  I  need  lay  nothing 
of  what  you  are  to  hope  or  fear  from  them  in  your 
negotiation.  Pray,  prefent  my  humble  lervice  to  my 
Tord  AmbafTador,  and  give  him  this  little  light,  if 
you  think  it  is  worth  it.  The  Frenchmen’s  looks  ’to- 
wards  us  are  íair,  but  I  doubt  their  meaning ;  at  the 
fame  time  they  offer  at  accommodation,  they  write 
into  Hoiland,  preffing,  ail  that  is  poffible,  the  States 
agreement  with  Munfter,  that  their  forces  may  be  all 
free  to  fall  upon  England,  and  encourage  the  fpeedy 
fetting  out  of  their  fleet,  with  aífurance  of  their  own 
being  ready  to  join.  They  muftered  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  but  ten  days  henee,  near  this  frontier  in  great 
bravery,  where  King,  Queen,  and  all  the  Court  ap- 
peared.  The  French  King  refolves  to  march  about 
the  firft  of  May,  in  the  head  of  them,  towards  Sedan, 
upon  pretence  to  forcé  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to  difama’ 
Qr,  at  leaft,  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  prefent  armino-. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Hugonots  of  Piftou  have  put 
in  three  requefts  to  the  King,  demanding  liberty  of 

according  to  the  edióts  of  Ñantes,  and 
mingling  fome  ftrains  very  bold,  with  others  very 
humble. 

<  i 

The  Prince  of  Munfter  hath  Envoys  from  fix  of 
his  neighbouring  Princes  now  with  him,  treating  about 
the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  Weftphalian  circle,  and 

an 
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an  accommodation  with  Holland ;  all  which  gives 
iealoufy  of  his  honour  and  conftancy. 

J  The  Eledtor  of  Brandenburg  hath  put  in  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  the  States,  recommending  paílionately  tjie  in- 
tereíl  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  whiclt  hath  given 
fome  iealoufy  both  to  Dutch  and  French. 

The  Eleftor  of  C'ologn  hath  fent  an  Envoy  to  the 
Plague,  who  is  there  arrived,  to  demand  the  reítitu- 

tion  ofRhinberg.  . 

The  Prince  of  Orange’s  fiíler’s  marnage  is  conclu- 

ded  with  the  Duke  of  Simmeren  ;  for  the  confumma- 
tionofit,  the  Princels  Dowager  and  Prince  of  Orange 
intend  fuddenly  for  Cleve.  Captain  Bennet  and  Sir 
John  Sayers,  with  feveral  others,  are  arrived  at  O- 
ftend  in  the  King’s  yacht  for  Mademoifelle  Bevar- 
waert’s  tranfportation.  The  Captain  of  the  vefiel  ap- 
proaching  the  town,  and  pretending  to  take  a  fhip  be- 
lono-ino-  to  that  port,  and  entering  there  for  a  Hollan- 
derf  purfued  and  fired  at  her,  till  a  gunner  from  the 
caftle,  not  knowing  what  vefifel  ours  was,  gave  her 
pne  gun,  but  fo  unluckily,  that  it  ftruck  through  the 
cabin,  killed  the  gunner,  and  íhot  off  the  Captain’s 
leo-,  1  have  fent  letters  from  the  Marquis  to  the  Go- 
vernor  at  Oítend,  to  make  all  excufes  and  reparations. 
í  have  juft  now  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  Hague, 
to  defire  Mademoifelle  Bevarwaert’s  command  where 
and  when  I  (hall  attend  her  pafiage,  which  my  Lord 
Arlington  hath  advifed  to  make  by  Antwerp,  and 
to  leave  all  her  money  there  in  my  hands,  which, 
with  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars  I  íliall 
meet  there  about  the  fame  time  for  Munfter,  will 
make  me  fo  rich,  that  I  think  I  had  beft  take  the 
good  time,  and  run  away  to  you  into  Spain  •,  but  I 
¡hall  never  reckon  upon  your  protedfion  longer  than 
I  have  fome  honefty  mingled  with  my  kindnefs  for 
you ;  and,  while  I  have  the  leaft  of  one,  you  may 
reckon  upon  the  moft  of  the  other  that  can  be  from. 


Sir. 


I 
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¿>ir,  your  molí:  affectionate  friend,  and  molí  faithful 
fervant. 


To  thc  Bijhop  of  Munjler. 

BruíTels,  April  27, 
S  I  R,  N.  S.  1666. 

'T1  H  E  care  your  High- 
nefs  was  pleaíed  to  ex- 
prefs  for  the  lafetyof  my  jour- 
«ey,  malees  me  believe  you 
will  be  pleaíed  to  hear  how 
Ibón  and  happily  I  arrived  at 
BruíTels,  after  many  difficul- 
ties. 

By  a  letter  yefterday  I  re- 
commended  to  his  Majefty 
the  affairs  of  your  Highnefs, 
as  I  promifed  to  do,  and  hope 
my  care  will  not  be  ir)  vain  : 
but,  fince  I  left  Munfter,  I  am 
informed  that  Monfieur  Col- 
bert  theFrenchMinifterwGuld 

arrive  in  a  little  time  to  buy 
the  troops  that  your  Highnefs 
defigns  to  difmifs,  and  to 
put  them  into  theFrench  fer- 
vice.  Now  I  cannot  but  in- 
forrn  your  Highnefs,  how  un- 
juft,  how  falfe,  and  how  un- 
grateful  it  will  appear,  for 
thofe  troops,  that  were  raifed 
and  armed  by  the  King  my 
mafter’s  money,  to  enter  in¬ 
to  the  fervice  of  a  foreign 
Prince,  now  at  open  enmity 
with  us,by  which  means  they 
become  rebels  rather  than 
enemies.  And  indeed  I  fmd 
all  the  Miniílers  of  Munfter 
are  extremely  averíe  from  this 

counfel, 

Fcr 


Epifeopo  Monañerii. 

Bruxellis ,  Aprilis  27,  S.  Ar. 

CelftJJime  Domine ,  ió&6f 
QÜ M.  M A  [fía  folicitudo  et 
benevolentia  quas  C.  F.  in 
fecuritatc  itineri  meo  pr tejí  an¬ 
da  demonjíravit ,  me  per  fuá - 

fum  habent ,  non  ingratum  fore 
fo  eam  certiorem  velim  qudm 
brevi  et  feliciten ,  inter  multa  in - 
commoda  et  dificúltales ,  Bru - 
x ellas  appulerim . 

Ego  jam  per  hefernas  literas 
operam  et  Jhidium  meum  impen¬ 
dí  i/lis  officiis  C.  V ;  ergafa- 
erara  fuarn  Regiam  Majejla- 
tem  exfolvendis ,  qu&  pollicitus 
fum ,  nec  vana  fore  confido .  Ac- 
cepi  autem  ex  quo  Monaferio 
dfcejft ,  Dominum  Colbert  mi- 
nijlrum  Gallicum  brevi  appul- 
furum  ad  mer candas  copias  quas 
dimijfura  eji  C.  V .  eafque  in 
Jlipendia  Regis  Gallici  attra- 
hendas .  Non  pojfum  C.  V*  ce¬ 
lare  qudm  iniquum ,  infidum , 
et  ingratum  vi  debí  tur,  copias 
pecunia  Regis  domini  mei  con¬ 
fíalas  et  inflruftas,  in  partes 
et  Jlipendia  tranfire  Regis  ali¬ 
en/ ,  jarnque  palam  nobis  inimi- 
ci ,  et  contra  nos  armati ;  nec 
i/lo  modo  dici  potcjl ,  ut  no%)um 
bellum ,  fed  genus  quoddam  re- 
bellionis ,  injíituant\  d  quo  con¬ 
fito  ego  omnes ,  quos  conven/,  Mg- 
najieríi  oficiales  exper  tus  fum 
ádmodum  alíenos , 

Cum 
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For  fince  bis  Excellency 
tlie  Marquis  of  Caftel  Rodri¬ 
go  defigns  to  draw  into  the 
Spanifh  fervice  all  who  are 
fubjetfs  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jeífy,  with  tvvo  or  three  regi- 
ments  bebdes  ;  and  for  that 
end  defigns  to  fend  Monfieur 

D - toMunfter;  íthinkit 

more  for  the  honour  and  ad- 
vantage  of  the  King  my  má- 
fler,  that  thefe  forces  be  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  fervice  of  a  Prince 
who  has  been  long  our  friend 
and  confedérate  ;  and  there- 
fore  I  defire  your  Highnefs  to 
give  a  hand  to  this  negotia- 
tion,  which  I  promifeíhall  be 
neither  unknown  ñor  unwel- 
come  to  the  King  mv  maíler. 
I  am,  Sir,your  Highnefsas,&c. 


Cuín  autem  Excellentia  fuci 
Dcminus  Marchio  de  Cajlel 
Rodrigo  in  votis  habeat  jubdi - 
tos  tmnes  Catholic  a:  MajeJla- 
tis  in  fuá  (lipendi a  retraherei 
duafque  infuper  vel  tres  alteras 
legiones  ;  et  in  hunc  fincm  Jla - 
tuerit  Dominum  D — —  Aíona- 
Jlerium  ufque  ablegare  \  ego 
multo  magis  et  honor  i  et  utilita- 
ti  Regis  domini  mei  conduflu- 
rnm  esjhmo ,  fi  copies  ijla  in 
aufpicia  et  Jlipendia  Regis  nobis 
jam  temporis  confeederati  et 
amiciffmú  tranfeant .  Ideoquo 
jupplico  C.  V,  ut  huic  negotia- 
tioni  facilitandez  ( quicquid  in 
fs  erit)  utrafque  manus  prez- 
beaty  idque  officium  Regi  domi¬ 
no  meo  nec  ignotum  nec  ingra - 
tutnfore  [pandeo .  C.  IC  tefe» 


To  Sir  John  Temple. 

S  I  R,  Rru’ílels,  May  io*  N.  S.  1 666. 

AFter  ib  long  and  fo  hard  a  journey,  1  rhought  yon 
would  be  glad  to  know  1  was  well  again  in  my 
former  ftation,  and  what  was  the  occaíion  of  my  lea- 
ring  it  fo  fuddenly  and  fo  privatelv,  that  1  could  not 
acquaint  any  of  my  friends  with  it  before  I  went* 
which  now  I  am  at  liberty  to  entertain  you  with. 

This  winter  has  paíTecl  with  much  noife,  made  by 
the  Biíhop  of  Muníler  in  his  enterprife  againft  Hol¬ 
lando  with  femé  attempts,  but  little  fuccefs.  The 
fault  he  has  laid  in  fome  degree  upon  the  Marquis 
here,  for  refufmg  to  fuífer  the  Duke  of  Bornoville  to 
go  and  comjnand  his  troops,  which  he  durít  not  con- 
fent  to,  for  fear  of  givmg  too  much  offence  to  the 
French  and  Dutch,  at  a  time  when  the  Spaniards 
here  are  in  ill  condition  for  a  quarrel :  but  the  Bi- 
5  íhop’s 
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fliop’s  chief  complaints  have  been,  want  of  thoíe 
fums  of  money  rtipulated  by  his  Majefty  to  be  fur- 
niíhed  him  both  before  and  after  his  raking  the  field.' 
Our  excufes  upon  the  lofs  of  the  íhips  with  tin  be- 
íore  Oftend,  though  they  may  ierve  to  keep  us  in 
countenance,  yet  they  vvill  not  pay  forces  in  the  field, 
which  he  has  often  threatened  thele  three  months  paft 
muft  bréale  up,  without  fpeedy  fupplies.  In  the  mean 
time  his  neighbouring  Princes  of  the  Empire,  efpe- 
cially  the  Electors  of  Mentz  and  Brandenburg,  with 
the  Duke  of  Nieuburg,  feeing  a  fíame  broke  out, 
which  muft  draw  foreign  artnies  into  the  Empire, 
both  French  and  Dutch,  have  ufed  firft  all  offices 
they  could  to  prevail  with  the  Bifhop  to  malee  his 
peace  with  Holland,  engaged  the  Emperor  himfelf 
in  the  fame  endeavours,  and,  finding  him  fteady  to  his 
treaty  with  the  Iving,  at  laft  the  Duke  of  Branden¬ 
burg  drew  his  forces  into  the  field,  relolved  to  com- 
pcl  him  by  joining  with  the  Dutch,  if  he  could  not 
perfuade  him  to  malee  the  peace  ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Nieuburg  prepared  to  fecond  him  in  this  defign.  The 
French  were  not  wanting  in  their  offices  to  the  fame 
ends ;  fo  that  a  prívate  agreement  was  made  about 
the  beginning  of  this  month,  for  the  French,  Dutch, 
and  Munfter  Envoys  to  meet  at  Cleve,  and  there  treat 
the  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  the  Eledor  of 
Brandenburg. 

As  foon  as  the  King  received  this  alarm,  he  fent 
an  exprefs  immediately  to  command  me  away  the  in- 
ftant  I  received  it,  with  a  commiifion  to  the  Bifhop- 
of  Munfter,  and  with  inftrudions  to  do  all  I  could 
poífibly  to  hinder  the  peace,  and  with  bilis  of  ex- 
change  to  revive  his  payments,  which  had  been  long 
intermitted,  and  promife  of  more  to  be  remitted  eve- 
ry  poft,  which  I  was  to  order  into  his  agent’s  hands 
here,  in  my  abfence. 


I  went 
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I  went  accordingly,  acquainting  none  with  my  go- 
inc-  but  the  Marquis  here,  who  gave  me  twcnty  of  hi« 
own  o-uards,  with  command  to  follow  abfolutely  all 
orders  I  íhould  give  them.  I  was  to  pafs  through  a 
o-reat  deal  of  the  Spanifh  country,  much  infefted  with 
Dutch  parties,  more  of  the  Dulce  of  Nieuburg’s. 
and  more  yet  of  the  Brandenburgers,  who  I  know 
were  all  enemies  to  the  affair  I  went  upon,  and  there- 
fore  thought  it  beft  to  pafs  for  a  Spaniíh  Envoy,  fent 
from  the  Marquis  Caftel  Rodrigo  to  the  Emperor, 
and  charged  my  fmall  guard,  and  the  Cornet  that 
commanded  them,  to  keep  true  to  this  note.  And 
fome  of  my  fervants,  as  well  as  moít  of  the  guards, 
fpeaking  Spaniíh,  í  fpoke  nothing  elfe,  unlefs  in 
prívate,  or  when  I  was  forced  out  of  it  by  fome  in- 
cident. 

In  this  guiie  I  carne  to  DuíTeldorp,  where  the  Dulce 
of  Nieuburg  happened  to  be  (contrary  to  what  I  had 
been  informed) :  as  foon  as  I  was  in  my  inn,  one  of 
his  officers  carne  to  know  who  I  was,  and  whither  I 
was  going;  and  would  not  be  fatisfied  by  the  com- 
ilion  anfwer  from  my  fervants  and  guards,  but  would 
receive  it  from  me  :  when  he  carne  up,  though  with 
much  civility,  yet  he  preffed  me  fo  far,  that  I  found 
there  was  no  feigning  with  him,  and  fo  bid  him  tell 
the  Duke,  that  within  an  hour  I  would  come  and 
give  him  an  account  both  of  myfelf  and  my  journeyc 
I  remembered  the  mear  kindneis  that  had  ever  Ínter*- 

O 

ceded  betwreen  his  Majefty  and  this  Prince  ;  and, 
though  I  went  upon  an  errand  that  I  knew  was  dib 
agreeable  to  him,  yet  I  thought  he  would  be  lels 
likely  to  crofs  me,  if  I  acquainted  him  frankly  with 
it,  than  if  I  difguifed  fcurvily,  as  I  was  likely  to  do, 
being  the  thing  of  the  world  I  could  do  the  moíl  un- 
eaíily, 

I  had  a  letter  of  credence  which  I  brought  out  of 
England  at  my  firft  coming  over  for  this  Prince  *, 

but. 


m  ■ 
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but,  pafiing  ancther  way  to  M  unfter,  I  had  not  dfecí 
it,  and  fo  relblved  to  do  it  now.  I  did  fo,  gave  íé 
him,  told  him  my  errand  ;  how  much  his  Majefty 
reckoned  upon  his  friendfhip,  and  dcfired  his  o-00d 
offices  to  the  Biffiop  of  Munfter  in  the  defign  I  went 

uPon>  of  keeping  him  firm  to  his  treaties  with  the 
King  my  mafter. 

This  Duke  is,  in  my  opinión,  the  fineíl  Gentleman 
of  any  Germán  I  have  feen,  and  deferves  much  bet- 
ter  fortune  than  he  is  in  ;  being  fmall,  very  much 
broken,  and  charged  with  a  very  numerous  iffue  ;  he 
feems  about  fifty  years  oíd,  tall,  lean,  very  good 
mien,  but  more  like  an  Italian  than  a  Germán  °  all 
he  fays  is  civil,  well-bred,  bonnefie ,  plain,  eafy,  and 
has  an  air  of  truth  and  honour.  He  made  great  pro- 
feffions  of  kindnefs  and  refjpeét  to  the  King  °was  for- 
ry  he  could  not  ferve  him  in  this  affair ;  his  en<*aoe- 
ments  were  already  taken  with  the  Emperor  and  his 
fteighbouring  Princes  for  making  the  Munfter  peace, 
and  by  that  means  keeping  war  out  of  the  Empire! 
He  doubted  I  could  not  ferve  his  Majefty  upon  this 
errand  neither  j  for  he  firft  believed  1  could  not  get 
íafe  to  Munfter,  the  ways  being  all  full  ofDutchand 
Brandenburg  parties,  who  had  notice  of  the  Kincr’s 
intention  to  fend  áway  to  the  Biíhop  upon  this  occa- 
fion  ;  and,  if  I  fhould  arrive,  he  believed,  however, 

I  fhould  find  the  peace  figned  before  I  carne. 

My  anfwer  was  ftiort,  for  I  was  very  weary,  that 
go  I  would,  however  I  fucceeded ;  that,  for  the  dan- 
ger  of  the  journey,  _  1  knew  no  providing  againft  it, 
but  a  very  good  guide  who  might  lead  me  through 
ways  the  moft  unfrequented ;  that  I  would  defire  his 
Highnefs  to  give  me  one  of  his  own  guards  to  con- 
duét  me,  becaufe  nene  would  expeót  a  perfon  going 
upon  my  defign,  would  have  one  of  his  livery  for  a 
guide  and  1  deftred  he  would  let  me  país,  as  I  had 
done  hitherto  in  mv  journey,  for  a  Spaniíh  Envoy. 

The 


.  vS_  .  H 


-VS-' 


/-  V  -V  A  • 

•y. 


and other  Minijlers  of  State .  265 

The  Duke  after  fomc  difficulties  at  firíl  (vvhich  we 
turned  into  pleafantries)  complied  with  me  in  all  :  I 
took  my  leave,  and  went  away  early  next  morning. 

I  never  travelled  a  more  favage  country,  over  cruel 
hills,  through  many  great  and  thick  woods,  ftony 
and  rapid  ftreams,  never  hardly  in  any  highway,  and 
very  few  villages,  till  I  carne  near  Dortmund,  a  ci- 
ty  of  the  Empire,  and  within  a  day’s  journey,  or 
fomething  more,  of  Munfter.  The  night  I  carne  to 
Dortmund  was  fo  advanced  when  I  arrived,  that  the 
gates  were  íhut,  and  with  all  our  eloquence,  which 
was  as  moving  as  we  could,  we  were  not  able  to  pre- 
vail  to  liave  them  opened ;  they  advifed  us  to  go  to 
a  village  about  a  league  diílant,  where  they  faid  we 
might  have  lodging.  When  we  carne  there,  we  found 
it  all  taken  up  with  a  troop  of  Brandenburg  horfe, 
fo  as  the  poor  Spanifh  Envoy  was  fain  to  eat  what  he 
could  get  in  a  barn,  and  to  fleep  upon  a  heap  of 
ftraw,  and  lay  my  head  upon  my  page  inftead  of  a 
pillow.  The  beftof  it  was,  that  he,  underftanding 
Dutch,  heard  one  of  the  Brandenburg  foldiers  Corn¬ 
ing  into  the  barn,  to  examine  fome  of  my  guards 
about  me  and  my  journey,  which,  when  he  was  fa- 
tisfied  of,  he  aíked  if  he  had  heard  nothing  upon  the 
way  of  an  Engliíh  Envoy  that  was  expeóled  *,  the 
fellow  faid,  he  was  upon  the  way,  and  might  be  at 
Dortmund  within  a  day  or  two,  with  which  he  was 
fatisfied,  and  I  ílept  as  well  as  I  could. 

The  next  morning  I  went  into  Dortmund,  and, 
hearing  there  that,  for  five  or  fix  leagues  round,  all 
was  full  of  Brandenburg  troops,  I  difpatched  away  a 
Germán  Gentleman  I  had  in  my  train,  with  a  letter 
to  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  to  let  him  know  the  place 
and  condition  I  was  in,  and  defire  he  would  fend  me 
guards  immediately,  and  ftrong  enough  to  convcy 
me.  The  night  following  my  mefíenger  returned, 
and  brought  me  word,  that,  by  eight  o’clock  the 
Yol.  I.  S  mor n- 
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morning  after,  a  Commander  of  the  Bifhop’s  would 
come  in  fight  of  the  town,  at  the  head  of  twelve 
hundred  horíe,  and  defired  I  would  come  and  join 
them  fo  ibón  as  they  appeared¿  I  did  fo,  and,  after 
an  eaíy  march  till  fbur  o’clock,  I  carne  to  a  caftle  of 
the  Bifhop’s,  where  1  was  received  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Gorgas,  a  Scotfman  in  that  fervice,  who 
omitted  nothing  of  honour  or  entertainment  that 
could  be  given  me.  There  was  nothing  here  remarle - 
able,  but  the  moft  Epifcopal  way  of  drinking  that 
could  be  invented.  As  foon  as  we  carne  in  the  great 
hall,  there  ftocd  many  flaggons  ready  charged,  the 
General  called  for  wine  to  drink  the  Kino-’s  health  i 
they  brought  him  a  formal  bell  oí  íilver  gilt,  that 
might  hold  about  two  quarts  or  more;  he  took  it 
empty,  pulled  out  the  clapper,  and  gave  it  me,  who 
he  intended  to  drink  to,  then  had  the  bell  filled, 
drank  it  off  to  his  Majefty’s  health,  then  afked  me  for 
the  clapper,  put  it  in,  turned  down  the  bell,  and  rung 
it  out,  to  fhew  he  had  played  fair,  and  left  nothing 
in  it ;  took  out  the  clapper,  defired  me  to  give  it  to 
whom  I  pleafed,  then  gave  his  bell  to  be  filled  again, 
and  brought  it  to  me.  1  that  never  ufed  to  drink, 
and  feldom  would  try,  had  commonly  fome  Gentle- 
men  with  me  that  fcrved  for  that  purpofe  when  it 
was  neceíTary ;  and  fo  I  had  the  entertainment  of 
feeing  his  health  go  current  through  about  a  dozen 
hands,  with  no  more  íliare  in  it  than  juít  what  I 
pleafed. 

The  next  day  after  noon,  about  a  league  from 
Munfcer,  the  Biíhop  met  me  at  the  head  of  four  thou- 
fand  horfe,  and  in  appearance  brave  troops.  Before 
his  coach,  that  drove  very  faft,  carne  a  guard  of  a 
hundred  Fley  Dulces  that  he  liad  brought  from  the 
laíl  campaign  in  Hungary ;  they  were  in  íli  rt  coats 
and  caps  all  of  a  brown  colorir,  every  man  carrying 
%  Tabre  by  his  fide,  a  íhort  pole-ax  before  him,  and  a 
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ílcrewed  gun  hanging  at  his  back  by  a  leather  belt 
’that  went  crofs  his  ihoulder.  In  this  pofture  they 
run  almoft  full  fpeed,  and  in  excellent  order,  and 
were  faid  to  íhoot  two  hundred  yards  with  their 
íkrewed  gun,  and  a  bullet  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large 
pea,  into  the  breadth  of  a  dollar  or  crown-piece. 
When  the  coach  carne  within  forty  yards  of  ine  it 
ftopped,  I  faw  the  Biíhop  and  his  General  the  Prince 
d’Homberg  come  out  j  upon  which  I  alighted,  lo  as 
to  meet  him  between  my  horfes  and  his  coach  :  aíter 
compliments,  he  would  have  me  go  into  his  coach,  and 
íit  alone  at  the  back  end,  referving  the  other  to  him- 
felf  and  his  General.  I  excufed  it,  faying,  I  carne 
without  characfter ;  but  he  replied,  that  his  agent  had 
writ  him  v/ord  I  brought  a  commiílion,  which  llyled 
me  Oratorem  nojlrum  (as  was  true)  and  that  he  knew 
vvhat  was  due  to  that  ftyle  from  a  great  King.  I  ne- 
ver  was  nice  in  taking  any  honour  that  was  offered 
to  the  King’s  charaóter,  and  fo  eafily  took  this :  but 
from  it,  and  a  reception  fo  extraordinary,  began  im- 
mediately  to  make  an  ill  preíage  of  my  bufinels,  and 
to  think  of  the  Spanifh  proverb, 

Quien  te  hafe  mas  corte  que  no  fuete  hazer 
Ote  ha  denganner  ote  ha  menefter . 

And  with  thefe  thoughts,  and  in  this  pofture,  I 
entered  Munfter,  and  was  conduóted  by  the  Biíhop 
to  a  lodging  prepared  for  me  in  one  of  the  Canons 
houfes. 

The  Biíhop  would  have  left  me  immediately  after 
he  brought  me  to  my  chamber-,  but  I  told  him  I 
could  not  let  him  o- o  without  aíking  an  hour  of  au- 
dience  that  very  evening.  He  would  have  excufed  it 
upon  refpett  and  wearinefs,  and  much  compliment  *, 
but  I  perfifted  in  it,  unlefs  he  would  chufe  to  fit 
down  where  we  were,  and  enter  upon  affairs  without 
ceremony.  He  v/as  at  laft  contented  *,  and  I  faid 
all  I  could  towards  my  end  of  keeping  him  to  the 
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faith  of  his  treaty  with  the  King,  to  the  purfuit  of 
the  war,  till  both  confented  to  the  peace,  and  to  the 
expectations  of  the  money  that  was  due.  He  anfwer- 
ed  me,  with  the  necefíities  that  had  forced  him  to 
treat,  from  the  failing  of  his  payments,  the  vio*- 
lences  of  his  neighbour  Princes,  and  the  laft  inftances 
of  the  Emperor  j  but  that  he  would,  upon  my  Corn¬ 
ing,  difpatch  one  immediately  to  Cleve,  to  com- 
mand  his  Minifters  to  make  a  ftop  in  their  treaty 
till  they  received  farther  orders,  which  I  íhould  be 
mafter  of. 

I  went  to  fupper  after  he  left  me,  but  was  told 
enough  privately  to  fpoil  it  before  I  fat  down,  which 
was,  that  the  treaty  was  figned  at  Cleve  though  I 
took  no  notice  of  it,  becaufe  I  knew,  if  it  were  fo? 
being  angry  would  hurt  no  body  but  my  mafter  or 
myfelf. 

Next  day  the  Bifhop  made  a  mighty  feaft  among 
all  his  chief  Officers,  where  we  fat  for  four  hours, 
and  in  bravery  1  drank  fair  like  all  the  reft  ;  and  ob- 
ferved  that  my  Spanifh  Cornet,  and  I  that  never 
ufed  it,  yet  carne  off  in  better  order  than  any  of  th# 
company.  I  was  very  fick  after  I  carne  to  my  lodg- 
ing  *,  but  he  got  on  horfeback  on  purpofe  to  íliew 
himfelf  about  the  town,  while  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were  out  of  fight  all  the  afternoon.  The  day 
after  was  agreed  to  orive  me  an  account  of  the  affair 
of  Cleve  *,  upon  the  return  of  the  Biíhop’s  exprefs 
after  my  arrival,  and  at  an  audience  in  the  evemng, 
with  great  pretence  of  trouble  and  grief,  he  confefíed 
the  treaty  was  figned,  and  fo  paft  remedy,  and  that 
it  had  been  fo  before  his  exprefs  arrived,  though 
ínuch  againft  his  expeftation,  as  he  profeiTed ;  I  am 
fure  it  was  not  againft  mine,  for  1  left  Brulfels  in  the 
belief  that  I  íhould  certainly  find  all  concluded, 
which  made  my  journey  much  harder  than  it  could 
have  been  with  any  hopes  of  fucceeding. 
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I  told  him,  when  I  found  all  ended,  and  no  hopes 
of  retrieving  it,  that  I  would  be  gone  within  a  day  or 
two,  and  would  take  my  leave  of  him  that  night, 
being  not  well,  and  needing  fome  rcft  belore  I  began 
my  journcy.  He  faid  and  did  all  that  could  be  to 
perfuade  my  ftay  till  I  had  reprefented  lns  íeafons  to 
the  King,  and  received  an  anfwer :  and  I  found  his 
defign  was  to  keep  me  as  long  as  he  could,  wlulc  his 
agent  at  Bruffels  received  bilis  of  exchange  from 
England  that  were  ordered  him  in  my  abfence j  fo 
that  I  knew  not  how  much  every  day’s  ftay  would 
coft  the  King,  and  that  no  other  fervice  was  to  be 
done  his  Majefty  in  this  affair,  befides  faving  as  much 
of  his  money  as  I  could.  The  Bifnop,  finding  me 
immoveable,  advifed  me  however  in  pretended  kind- 
nefs  to  go  by  Cologn,  which,  though  four  or  fiv@ 
days  about,  would  be  the  only  way  that  was  left  for 
me  with  any  lafety,  the  Dutch  and  Brandenburgers 
having  pofted  themfelves  on  purpoie  to  attend  my 
return  upon  all  the  other  roads ;  and  he  oífered  me 
Colonel  Ofíbry,  an  Iriíh  Gentleman  in  his  fervice,  to 
conduft  me :  I  feemed  to  accept  all,  and  to  be  obli- 
ged  by  his  care,  but  wifhed  myíelf  well  out  of  it,  and 
took  my  leave,  though  he  pretended  to  fee  me  again 
next  day. 

I  went  home,  and  inftead  of  going  to  bed,  as  I 
gaVe  out,  I  laid  my  journey  fo  as  to  be  on  horfeback 
next  morning  between  three  and  four  o’clock  upon 
Good-Friday,  which  I  thought  might  help  me  to 
make  my  journey  lefs  fufpeóled :  I  fee’d  the  oftícer 
that  opened  the  gates  for  me,  to  keep  them  fhut  two 
hours  longer  than  ufual  that  morning  (which  I  hear 
was  performed)  and  fo  committed  myíelf  to  the  con- 
du£t  of  the  Duke  of  ISüeuburg’s  guide,  to  lead  me 
the  fhorteft  way  he  could  into  fome  place  belonging 
to  his  mafter.  I  rodé  hard,  and  without  any  ftop, 
to  a  village  eight  lcagues  from  Munfter,  and  juft 
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upon  the  borders  o t  the  Brandenburg  country :  therfc 
I  baited,  and  pretended  to  go  to  bed  and  fray  all 
night ;  but  in  an  hour’s  time,  having  got  freíh  horfes 
ready  íor  four  men  that  I  pretended  to  fend  before 
me,  I  put  on  a  cafTaque  of  one  of  the  Marquis’s 
gtiards,  and  with  my  page,  the  Duke  of  Nieubum’s 
guaid,  and  Lolonel  Majette,  a  Flemifh  oflicer  in  the 
Munfter  fervice,  I  took  horfe  at  the  back  door  of  my 
¡nn,  vvhiie  the  reit  of  my  company  thought  me  a-bed, 
and  refolved  to  ride  as  far  as  I  could  th<?  reít  of  that 

day,  leaving  my  fteward  to  follow  me  the  next, 
with  the  reft  of  my  train  and  guards. 

I  rodé  tiil  eight  at  night  through  the  wildeft  coun¬ 
try  and  moft  unfrequented  ways  that  ever  I  faw,  but 
being  then  quite  fpenr,  and  ready  to  fall  from  my 
horie,  I  was  forced  to  ftop  and  lay  me  down  upon  the 
gtound  till  my  guard  went  to  a  peal'ant’s  houfe  in 
fight,  to  find  if  there  were  any  lodging  for  me  ;  he 
brought  me  word  there  was  none,  ñor  any  provi- 
lions  in  the  houfe,  ñor  could  find  any  thing  but  a 
httle  bottle  of  juniper-water,  which  is  the  common 
cordial  in  that  country :  I  drank  a  good  deal,  and 
with  it  round  my  fpirits  fo  revived,  that  I  refolved  to 
yenture  upon  the  tnree  leagues  that  remained  of  my 
journey,  fo  as  to  get  into  the  territories  of  Nicuburcr-, 
having  pafied  all  the  way  fince  I  left  my  train  through 
tiiole  oí  Brandenburg,  vvhole  engagements  with  the 
Dutch  lert  me  no  laíety  while  .[  was  there.  About 
midnight  I  carne  to  my  lodging,  which  was  fo  miíe- 
rable  tliat  I  lay  upon  ftraw,  got  on  horfeback  by 
break  of  day,  and  to  Duflfeldorp  by  noon ;  where 
being  aole  to  ride  no  íarther  I  went  to  bed  for  an 
hour,  fent  to  make  my  excules  to  the  Duke  of  Nieu- 
burg  upon  my  hade  and  wearinefs,  and  to  borrow 
his  coach  to  carry  me  to  Ruremond,  which  was 
a  long  day’s  journey.  This  Prince  fent  me  his 
eoach,  and  his  compliments,  with  all  the  civility 
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ín  the  world.  I  went  away  that  afternoon,  got  to 
Ruremond  the  next,  and  from  thence  hither,  not 
without  great  danger  of  the  Dutch  parties,  even  in 
the  Spaniíh  country  ;  and  ib  have  ended  the  hardeít 
journey  that  ever  I  made  in  my  life,  or  ever  íhall ; 
for  fuch  another  I  do  not  think  I  could  ever  bear, 
•with  a  body  no  ítronger  than  mine. 

At  my  return  I  have  had  the  fortune  to  ftop  feve- 
ral  bilis  of  exchange  that  would  otherwife  have  fal¬ 
len  into  the  hands  of  the  Biíhop’s  agent  here,  and 
to  forbid  the  payment  of  the  reft  he  received  in  my 
abfence,  which,  though  accepted  by  the  merchants 
at  Antwerp,  yet  were  not  fatisfied,  the  time  having 
not  expired  at  which  they  were  payable.  And  this 
l'ervice  to  the  King  is  all  the  fatisfa&ion  í  have  by 
this  adventure,  which  has  ended  the  whole  affair  of 
Munfter  that  has  of  late  made  fo  much  noife,  and 
raifed  fo  much  expe&afion  in  the  world.  I  am,  Sir, 
yüurs,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

I  , 

My  Lord,  Brufiels,  May  14,  N.  S.  1 666. 

fT^Hough  my  late  Munfter  journey  has  given  your 
JL  Grace  fome  eafe  by  my  intermiffions,  and  me 
many  troubles  •,  yet  I  met  none  of  which  I  was  more 
lenfible,  than  what  I  received  at  my  return  by  the  news 
of  your  Grace’s  indifpofition.  But  I  comforted  my- 
felf  firft,  that  your  health  is  too  confiderable  to  fall, 
though  it  may  fuffer,  under  common  accidents ;  and 
fince,  v/ith  the  certainty  given  me  of  its  recovery  :  in 
which  I  give  your  Grace,  what  I  receive  by  it  mylelf, 
as  much  joy,  I  am  fure,  as  if  I  felt  never  fo  great  an 
addition  to  my  own ;  fince  mankind  is  efteemed  fo 
great  a  felf-lover,  that  thefe  are  the  higheft  exprelTions 
will  be  allowed  us. 

I  have  defired  my  Lord  Arlington  to  give  your 
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Gracc,  in  my  own  letters  to  his  Lordihip,  the  account 
of  my  whole  tranfaótion,  which  I  take  no  great  plea- 
lure  in  repeating,  and  íhould  very  difficultly  at  once 
gtve  relations  fo  particularly,  as  what  I  made  whilft 
the  obje&s,  their  difpofitions,  and  motions  were  in 
my  eye.  The  length  of  them  may  make  them  too 
much  trouble  to  your  Grace,  of  which  my  fatner  or 
brother,  I  know,  would  be  glad  to  eafe  you,  and  give 
the  minute  of  a  draught  at  large. 

I  fo  concerted  with  the  Biíhop  whilft  I  was  there, 
and  with  the  Marquis  here  at  my  return,  that  we  ex¬ 
pedí  here  between  fiveor  fix  thoufand  of  his  beft  troops, 
upon  his  Excellency’s  paying  fifty  thoufand  patta- 
cons,  and  obliging  himfelf  to  reftore  them  upon  re- 
payment  of  the  like  fum  whenever  the  Biíhop  íhall 
have  need  of  them  ;  which  is  a  better  diípoíal  of  forces 
raifed  by  his  Majefty’s  money,  than  if  they  had  been 
drawn  over  into  the  French  fervice,  according  to  their 
profpeít,  and  Monfieur  Colbert’s  endeavour,  who  was 
ient  to  Munfter  on  purpofe  to  marchand  them.  Whe- 
ther  the  Duke  of  Nieuburg,  who  feems  wholly  French, 
will  make  any  difficulty  in  giviag  them  paifage  thro’ 
his  country,  I  know  not ;  ñor  whether  the  light  be 
true  which  was  lately  given  me  of  a  war  like  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  thofe  parís  between  the  Duke  and  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Brandenburg,  which  would  in  this  conjunc- 
ture  mingle  the  cards  after  the  ftrangeft  manner  ima¬ 
ginable. 

O 

Though  we  hear  much  of  our  fleet’s  being  at  fea, 
yet  we  talk  more  here  of  the  Dutch  ílownefs,  who 
have  not  yet  men  for  above  fifty  íhips,  and  thofe  fo 
diíheartened  and  coid  in  the  fervice,  that  I  fear  no- 
thing,  but  their  eluding  our  great  preparations  by 
keeping  clofe  in  their  harbours,  till  for  want  of  vic- 
tuals  we  may  be  forced  to  return  to  ours. 

My  Lord  Carlingford  is  now  at  Prague,  uncertain 
upon  his  late  letters  from  Court,  whether  he  advances 
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tKls  way,  or  returns  to  the  Emperor,  whither  he  hath 
difpatched  his  fon,  and  where  we  have  fome  ground 
of  complaint,  feeing  the  Emperor’s  ñame  among  al! 
the  other  Princes  ín  the  guaranty  of  the  Munfter 
peace.  The  endeavour  of  that  Court  had  been  much 
better  employed  in  compaffing  the  peace  with  Portu¬ 
gal,  which  hangs  yet  in  great  uncertainties,  not  to  fay 
difficulties  :  neither  of  which  there  is  the  leaít  of  iii 
my  being,  with  moflí  hearty  and  unfeigned  paflion, 
My  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Li/le . 

My  Lord,  BruíTels,  Aug. — N.  S.  1 666, 

IReceived  lately  the  honour  of  one  from  your  Lord- 
fhip,  and  by  it  the  fatisfadlion  of  finding  your 
health  and  good  humour  continué,  as  well  as  my  fliare 
in  your  favour  and  memory,  which  I  am  much  con¬ 
cerned  in.  I  aflure  your  Lordíhip,  in  the  midít  of  a 
town  and  employment  entertaining  enough,  and  a  life 
not  uneafy,  my  imaginations  run  very  often  over  the 
pleafures  of  the  air,  and  the  earth,  and  the  water,  but 
much  more  of  the  converfation,  at  Sheen  *  and  make 
me  believe,  that,  if  my  life  wears  not  out  too  foon, 
I  may  end  it  in  a  córner  there,  though  your  Lordíhip 
will  leave  it,  I  know,  in  time  for  fome  of  thofe  greater 
and  nobler  houfes  that  attend  you.  I  am  obliged  by 
the  very  pleafing  relations  you  give  from  thofe  fofter 
feenes,  in  return  of  which,  fuch  as  I  can  make  you 
from  thofe  of  bufinefs,  or  war,  or  tumult,  muft,  I 
know,  yield  rougher  entertainment ;  and  therefore  I 
have  fent  them  in  a  paper,  which  íhall  pafs  rather  for  a 
Gazette  than  a  letter ;  and  íhall  contení  myfelf  on- 
ly  to  tell  your  Lordíhip,  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  ima- 
gined  the  change  which  about  three  weeks  pafl:  have 
made  in  the  face  of  Holland’s  aífairs,  which  are  now 
sfteemed  here  to  be  upon  the  point  of  breaking  into 
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much  fuch  a  confufion  as  we  faw  in  England  abou? 
1 659 :  ñor  can  any  thing  almoft  be  added  in  thefe 
parts  to  the  reputation  of  his  Majefty’s  arms  and  af- 
fairs  ;  ib  far,  that  it  grows  a  credit  to  be  an  En»lifh- 
Rian  ;  and  not  only  here,  but  in  Amfterdam  itfelf.  I 
am  told  my  Lord  Stafford,  who  went  lately  thither 
about  a  procefs,  has  more  hats  and  legs  than  the  Bur- 
gomafter  of  the  town.  I  will  not  increafe  your  Lord- 
iltip’s  trouble  by  any  enlarging  upon  this  fubjeft,  ha- 
ving  offered  you  a  much  ionger  in  the  inclofed.  I 
wifli  I  could  give  you  fome  of  another  kind,  by  fend- 
ing  you  a  littie  Spanifh  Miftrefs  rrom  henee,  whofe 
eyes  might  fpoil  your  walks,  and  burn  up  all  the 
green  meadows  at  Sheen,  and  find  other  ways  of  de- 
ííroying  that  repofe  your  Lordfhip  prerends  alone  to 
enjoy,  in  fpite  of  the  common  fate  of  mankind.  But, 
however  your  friends  fuífer  by  it,  I  wiíh  it  may  laft  as 
long  as  it  pleafes  you  ;  I  am  fure  the  profeffions  will 
do  fo  of  my  being,  My  Lord,  your  Lordfhip’s  moft 
íaithful  humble  fervant. 

#  .  •  ,  V  1  ,  v  f  j 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  BruíTels,  Aug.— N.  S.  1 666. 

IAm  not  to  be  forgiven,  that  endeavour  by  one 
trouble  to  malee  room  for  another,  and  folicit  your 
Lordfhip  this  way,  that  my  wife  may  have  leave  to 
folicit  you  in  a  matter  wherein  I  can  never  refolve  to 
do  it  myfelf.  Your  Lordíhip’s  friendíhip  has  leftme 
littie  to  delire  or  complain  of,  unlefs  it  be  when  I  find 
my  own  fortune  fo  difproportioned  to  my  mind,  in 
the  refolutions  I  have  of  doing  his  Majefty  all  the  ho- 
nour,  as  wellas  all  the  fervice  I  can  :  but  how  illthey 
agree  in  this  point  (though  I  was  ever  rich  while  f 
was  prívate,  even  beyond  my  delires)  is  a  ftory  I 
would  rather  any  body  íhould  tell  you  than  I :  how¬ 
ever,  I  íhould  not  bring  my  wife  into  this  feene,  but; 

that 
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that  I  know  ílie  will  aík  nothing  but  my  own,  is  a 
perfon  not  apt  to  be  troubleíome  or  importúnate,  and 
in  all  kinds  the  beít  part  of,  My  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

Patri  Gottenburg. 

Domine,  Brnxellis,  Dec.  26,  N.  S.  16 66, 

ECT E  et  per  manus  dulcifim¿e  tu¿e  fororis  accepi 
_  chirothecas  elegdntiffitné  confutas ,  tt  non  minus  po- 
lité  contentas  literas ;  per  quas  nec  me  elapfum  memoria 
vefira ,  nec  plañe  exutum  benevolentid ,  et  fentio  et  gaudeo . 
JJ troque  nomine  me  pulcherrim¿e  ift¿e  indoli  per  totam  ve* 
firam  f 'amili  ara  di  fufe,  potius  quam  ulli  meo  mérito^  cbli - 
gatum  ¿eftimo :  babeo  itaque  et  ago  gr atlas  quamplurimas  \ 
ut  vero  acceptiori  qucdam  modo  eas  referre  Jludeam ,  foro- 
rem  optimam  exoravi ,  qu¿e  me  ( ut  Jpero )  oficio  et  debito 
perfundlum  brevi  redditura  efi.  Valeat  interim  reverentia 
vejlra ,  ftndiis  prcpofitis  aufpicatiffimé  incumbáis  et  ex  vo¬ 
lts  precédate  meque  f emper  teneat  amicijfmum 5  c* 

To  Mr.  Tbynn . 

SIP.,  -  BruíTels,  Feb.  19,  N.  S.  1667, 

ABOUT  two  days  ñnce  I  received  the  favour  of 
you^of  the  i6th  paft,  and  am  forry  to  be  put 
upon  the  defence  in  an  encounter  fo  much  to  my  ad- 
vantage :  this  had  not  arrived,  if  I  could  as  eafily 
have  found  the  way  of  conveying  my  letters,  as  the 
difpofitions  of  writing  *,  for  thofe  I  have  always  had 
about  me  fince  I  knew  your  ftation  and  charadter, 
which  I  thought  would  help  to  bear  me  out  in  that  at- 
tempt.  The  iittle  acquaintance  you  are  contented  to 
own,  I  durft  not  reckon  upon;  becaufe  it  was  fo  much 
more  than  I  deferved,  and  fo  much  lefs  than  I  defired  ; 
but  am  very  glad,  that  may  be  allowed  of  among  the 
©bligations  we  have  to  enter  upon  this  commerce, 
fhough  we  need  no  other  than  our  Mafter’s  fer- 
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vice,  which  may  on  both  fides  be  improved  by  the 
communication  of  what  pafles  in  our  diíferent  fcenes. 
I,  fhall  not  engage  in  anfwering  the  compliments  of 
your  letter,  though  I  íhould  have  much  more  jufticc 
on  my  fide  ^  but  l  am  very  ill  furniíhed  with  that 
fort  of  ware  :  and  the  truth  i s,  there  is  required  fo 
much  íkill  in  the  right  tempering,  as  well  as  the  di- 
ítribution  of  them,  that  I  have  always  thought  a  man 
runs  much  hazard  of  lofing  more  than  he  gains  by 
them,  which  has  made  me  ever  averfe,  as  well  as  in- 
capable  of  the  trade.  It  will  be  to  more  purpofe  to 
let  you  knovv  the  confidence  we  have  here  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain  being  figned  in  all  points  to  our 
fatisfaélion :  but  whether  Portugal  has  or  will  accept 
their  part  m  it,  which  is  a  truce  of  forty-five  years, 
I  cannot  yet  refolve  you  ;  only  this  1  am  aflured,  that 
it  is  feared  in  the  French  Court,  as  well  as  hoped  in 
ours. 

The  current  news  at  Antwerp,  as  well  as  here,  is 
of  the  Dutch  merchant  fleet  fromNantes  and  Rochel, 
confifting  of  above  a  hundred  fail  under  the  convoy 
of  íix  men  of  war,  being  fallen  into  a  fquadron  of 
about  twenty  of  our  frigates,  and  feware  faid  to  have 
efcaped :  though  this  be  doubted  of  none  here,  and 
the  current  letters  from  Zealand,  as  well  as  Oftend, 
made  it  probable  ;  yet  I  fufpend  my  confidence  till 
the  arrival  of  my  Englifh  letters  which  are  my  Go- 
fpel  in  thefe  cafes.  This  coldnefs  I  know  makes  me 
lofe  many  pleaí'ures,  but  on  the  other  fide  helps  me  to 
efcape  many  difappointments,  which  light  belief  in 
the  midíl  of  fo  many  light  reports  is  fubjeft  to.  The 
counfels  or  difpofitions  of  a  fubordinate  government, 
as  this  is,  are  not  worth  troubling  you  with-,  but 
thofe  in  the  Court  here  are  in  fhort  what  we  wiíli 
them. 

Thofe  of  the  fcene  you  are  in  deferve  much  more 

the  enquiry  •,  and  I  íhould  be  very  glad  to  know  them 
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from  fo  good  a  hand.  My  delires  of  ferving  you 
can,  I  am  fure,  never  be  known  from  a  better  than  my 
own,  which  can  valué  itfelf  to  you  by  nothing  elfe, 
but  by  telling  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble 

fervant. 

the  Earl  of  Ciar  endon,  Lord  High  Chancellor  . 

My  Lord,  Brufiels,  March  4,  N.  S.  1667. 

UP  O  N  the  arrival  of  the  laít  poft  from  Spain, 
which  brought  us  the  unwelcome  news  of  our 
treaty  meeting  an  unhappy  obftru£tion  when  it  was  at 
the  very  point  of  being  perfeóled,  Count  Marfyn  carne 
to  me,  and  after  a  preface  of  the  great  obligations  he 
had  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  part  he  took  in  all  our  in- 
terefts,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Spain,  he  fell  into  large 
difcourfes  of  the  unhappy  influences  any  interruption 
in  the  prefent  treaty  would  have  upon  the  aífairs  of 
both  Crowns.  He  infifted  much  upon  the  hardíhip 
we  put  upon  the  Spaniards,  in  not  confenting  to  leave 
the  affiftance  of  their  enemies,  which  was  all  the  ad- 
vantage  they  expefted  from  this  treaty,  inftead  of 
many  they  gave  \  that  the  great  effeít  of  it  on  both 
lides  would  thereby  be  loít,  which  was  a  return  into 
mutual  confidence,  and  at  leaft  the  beginnings  of  a 
fincere  friendfhip.  That  Spain  having  confented  to 
what  terms  his  Majefty  thought  reafonable,  and  Por¬ 
tugal  not  only  refufing  them,  but  entering  at  the 
fame  time  into  new  dependencies  upon  France  *  he 
could  not  fee  what  could  oblige  his  Majefty  to  more 
than  offering  Portugal  an  equal  peace,  and  becom- 
ing  the  warrant  of  it.  That,  at  his  Majefty’s  medi- 
ation,  Spain  had  given  them  a  ftyle  as  ulual  and  as 
honourable  as  what  they  defired  •,  and,  if  they  could 
refolve  to  give  them  that  of  King  inftead  of  Crown, 
they  had  then  no  need  or  ufe  of  his  Majefty’s  medi- 
ation. 
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i  hat,  whether  we  thought  it  our  intereíl  to  havé  á 
peace  or  war  in  Chriítendom,  we  muft  begin  by  ad- 
juíling  the  bufinefs  of  Portugal ;  for,  if  we  defired  the 
íirft,  nothing  could  fo  much  awe  the  French  into 
quiet  difpofjtions  as  that  peace,  and  ours  with  Hol¬ 
lando  to  which  that  would  likewife  be  an  ingredient. 
If  the  latter,  and  we  had  a  inind  rather  to  be  feconds 
in  a  war  of  Spain  with  France,  than  principáis  in  any, 
(which  he  thought  was  our  true  intereíl)  nothing 
could  make  way  for  it,  or  enable  Spain  either  to  be¬ 
gin  or  fuílain  a  war  with  France,  but  a  peace  with 
Portugal. 

Fhat,  he  was  confident,  his  Majeíly’s  confenting  to 
abandon  them,  in  cafe  they  refufed  to  be  included  in 
our  treaty,  would  forcé  them  immediately  to  accept 
it ;  that  if  not,  and  his  Majeíly  íliould  hereafter  find 
it  his  intereíl  to  fupport  them  upon  any  great  fuc- 
cefles  of  Spain  on  that  fide,  it  would  be  eaíy  to  do  it 
by  connivance,  by  voluntary  troops  of  his  own  fub- 
jefts,  or  by  a  third  hand,  provided  it  went  no  íarther 
than  to  keep  Spain  in  the  temper  of  yielding  to  the 
peace  upon  the  terms  his  Majeíly  fhali  have  judged 
reafonable  :  but  for  the  prefent,  without  his  Majeíly ’s 
condefcenfion  to  Spain  in  this  point,  he  did  not  fee 
how  he  could  hope  to  effefl  our  treaty,  or  to  receive 
any  fruits  of  it,  where  new  occanons  of  diffiaence  and 
diílaíle  would  every  day  arife. 

Thefe  were  the  chief  of  Count  Marfyn’s  diícourfes* 
which  he  ended  in  defiring  me  that  I  would  reprefent 
them  to  his  Majeíly’s  chief  Miniílers,  and  particular^ 
ly  to  your  I^ordfhip  from  him,  as  the  heíl  prefent 
teftimony  he  could  give  of  his  zeal  to  his  Majeíly’s 
fervice  and  affairs,  and  which  he  would  have  done 
himfelf,  but  for  .fcar  it  might  look  like  intruding  into 
matters  and  counfels  he  was  not  calíed  to. 

Befides  this  (ingle  point  upon  which  this  ílop  of  our 
treaty  is  wholly  grounded,  I  could  not  but  repre- 
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fefltto  yourLordfhip  fome  other  circumftances  which 
I  imagine  may  have  fallen  in  and  helped  to  occafion 
ií.  I  hear  France  has  declared  pofitively  to  the  Spa- 
niard,  that  they  will  immediately  begin  the  war  up- 
on  the  Spaniard’s  figning  the  treaty  with  us,  and 
concluding  the  truce  or  peace  with  Portugal  upon 
our  mediation.  To  this  end,  and  to  íhew  the  Spa- 
niards  they  are  in  earneít,  they  bufy  themfelves  in 
making  new  levies,  and  drawing  down  many  troops 
upon  thefe  frontiers,  as  well  as  all  forts  of  provifions, 
either  for  fieges  or  a  camp.  Upon  this,  I  know  not 
whether  the  Spanifh  councils  may  be  fo  faint  as  not 
to  daré  give  the  French  any  pretence  of  a  quarrel, 
but  prelerve  their  quiet  rather  by  íhrinking,  than 
making  a  bold  peace  :  or  whether  being  compofed  of 
men  that  hardly  ever  looked  out  of  Spain,  or  coníi- 
der  any  thing  but  that  continente  they  may  not,  upon 
forefight  of  war,  either  continuing  with  Portugal,  or 
beginning  in  Flanders,  rather  chufe  the  firft,  where, 
being  invaders,  they  may  give  themfelves  what  breath 
they  pleafe,  employ  their  own  natives  in  the  charges 
of  honour  and  gain,  and  keep  all  the  money  fpent  in 
the  war  ftill  within  their  country  ;  whereas  what- 
ever  comes  into  Flanders  never  returns,  and  is  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  fo  many  foreign  troops,  as  the  levies  for 
that  fervice  muft  needs  draw  together.  There  may 
yet  another  and  more  prudent  confideration  arife  with 
thefe,  which  may  for  the  prefent  delay  the  conclufion 
of  our  treaty ;  and  that  is,  a  delire  to  fign  it  rather 
before  the  winter  than  in  the  fpring,  and  by  that 
means  both  gain  this  fummer  to  finifli  the  fortifica- 
tion  of  their  frontiers  here,  and  the  next  winter  to 
put  their  army  in  a  better  pofture  than  they  now  are, 
or,  I  doubt,  will  fuddenly  be  for  the  beginning  of  a 
«campaign ;  and,  if  this  counfel  fhould  be  taken  by 
concert  with  us,  that  no  breach  of  confidence  may 
grow  between  us  by  thefe  delays,  but  the  French  on- 
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ly  ñattered  by  vain  hopes  ofbreaking  our  treaty,  and 
thereby  induced  to  let  the  Spaniard  grow  a  year  older 
in  their  peace  with  them,  and  flacken  the  war  of 
Portugal  into  as  low  expence,  and  as  little  aótion  or 
hazard,  as  they  can :  I  know  nothing  can  be  faid 
againíl  it,  and  fhould  be  apt  to  believe  it,  were  the 
counfels  there  in  the  breaft  of  any  one  perfon  by  laft 
refort ;  whereas  the  divided  interefts  and  paffions  of 
the  Counfellors  cannot  well  fuffer  them  to  fall  into 
fuch  a  refolution  with  hope  of  confent  and  fecret 
among  them  all. 

This  refledtion  puts  me  upon  another  I  hear  from 
prívate  hands,  which  may  polfibly  have  made  fome 
change  in  the  courfe  of  our  treaty ;  which  is,  that 
the  whole  manao-ement  of  affairs  in  the  council  of 

O  ^ 

Spain  feems  at  prefent  to  be  devolved  into  the  hands 
of  Count  Caftriglio ;  the  Confeífor  leaving  it  to  him, 
and  referving  to  himfelf  thofe  things  only  which  de- 
pend  immediately  upon  the  will  of  the  Queen,  and 
propofing  to  himfelf,  during  his  miniftry,  (which 
cannot  be  long  in  regard  of  Caftriglio’s  great  age)  to 
make  way  for  his  own,  by  growing  older  and  pradti- 
fed  in  affairs,  as  well  as  the  knowledge,  obligations, 
and  dependencies  of  perfons.  Now  our  treaty  having 
never  paífed  through  Caftriglio*s  hands,  but  conduót- 
ed  by  Sir  Richard  Faníhaw  wholly  through  the  Duke 
of  Medina’s  (his  declared  enemy)  and  íince  by  my 
Lord  Sandwich  chiefly  through  Pignoranda’s,  who 
is  a  third  party ;  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  new 
hand  may  give  it  new  form,  either  to  add  fomething 
of  his  own,  or  to  fhew  his  authority,  or  perhaps  to 
purfue  his  former  ufual  difpofitions,  which  have  been 
bent  upon  the  war  with  Portugal,  confidering  no 
part  of  the  monarchy  but  Spain  and  the  Indies  •,  and 
I  doubt,  in  particular*  not  very  partial.  to  our  alli- 
ance  or  affairs^ 
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Upen  thefe  intimations  your  Lordíhip  will  infinite- 
Jy  better  judge  than  I,  to  what  to  attribute  the  pre- 
fent  ill  pofture  of  our  afiairs  in  Spain,  and  how  to 
retrieve  it.  I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  your  Lordíhip’s 
moít  obedient  aild  moft  hundible  fervant. 


To  Don  Eftavan  de  G ci¬ 
marra,  the  Spanifh  Am - 
baffador  at  the  Hapie. 

Brufíels,  Mar.  29,  N.  S. 
My  Lord,  1667. 

D  O  not  know  how  to  ae- 
quit  myfelf  of  the  obliga- 
don  my  Lord  Stafford  has  en- 
gaged  me  in  toyour  Excellen- 
ey,  in  begging  your  favour  to 
procure  a  paíTport  from  the 
States  for  my  wife.  YourEx- 
cellency,  I  am  fure,  will  ex- 
cufe  the  care  of  a  mother,  in 
providing  all  that  lay  in  her 
power  for  the  fafety  of  her 
children,and  who  to  eafe  her- 
felfin  it  has  (methinks)  con- 
íidered  fo  little  to  whom  íhe 
was  troublefomé.  If  I  had 
been  confulted  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  I  íhould  not  have  fuf- 
fered  one,  I  am  fo  nearly  con¬ 
cerned  in,  to  owe  her  fafety 
to  thofé  who  yet  profefs  them- 
felves  enemies  to  the  King 
my  mafter  ;  and  much  lefs  to 
thern  that  treat  the  wife  of  one 
of  his  Minifters  like  a  mer- 
chant,  in  demanding  an  ac- 
count  of  her  goods ;  and 
íherefore  am  very  glad  the 
paíTport  did  not  come  till  fine 
was  a  íhipboard  in  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  yachts,  trufting, 
V  ol.  L  next 


A  Don  Eftavan  de  Ga- 
marra. 


Brufjeles ,  29  di  Mar . 
Sennor ,  S.  N.  ióó y. 

O  no  fe  que  modo  me  he  de 
refeartar  del  obligo  en  que 
el  Sennor  Conde  de  Stafford  ?ne 
ha  empennado  a  V.  E.  pidiendo 
fu  favor  i,  en  procurar  una  paf- 
fap  orle  de  los  EJlados  de  Hol - 
landa  para  mi  mujer.  V.  E.  ha 
de  perdonar  el  recato  de  una  f en¬ 
flora  que  tenia  gana  de  proveyer 
todo  lo  que  era  pojfible  a  la  feguri - 
dad  de  fus  ninvios ,  y  para  def- 
canfarfe  en  e/le  cuidado  no  fe  le 
dava  nada  ( mi  parece )  a  qui  en 
cargava  trebajo  ni  importunidad . 
Si  yo  huviera  fido  de  lajunta  en 
ejla  occafion ,  no  huviera  per¬ 
mitido  que  una  perfona  que  me 
tocava  tan ,  cerca  pidie/fe  fu  fe¬ 
guri  dad  de  los  que  hazen  hajla 
aora  prefeffion  de  enirnigos  al  Rey 
mi  Sennor ;  y  mucho  menos  de 
los  que  havian  de  trattar  a  la 
mujer  de  un  Minijlrocomo  a  711er- 
cadera ,  mandando  la  cuenta  de 
fu  bagaje  \  y  por  ejlo  me  huelgo 
mucho  de  que  no  ha  venido  el 
pajfaporte  antes  que  Je  hay  a  em¬ 
barcado  la  Sennor  a  en  un  yacht 
del  Rey  my  Sennor ,  confiando  fe 
(con  Dios )  en  el  amparo  foto  de 


next  to  God  Almighty,  in  the 
prcteclion  of  his  royal  ñame. 
And,  though  I  have  not  yet 
heard  how  her  journey  has 
fucceeded,  I  efíeem  myíelf  as 
much  obliged  to  your  Excel- 
lency  (whatever  happens)  for 
yourfavourable  intentions  up- 
onthis  occaíion  to  a  man  nei- 
ther  known  ñor  deferving  to 
be  fo,  as  if  you  had  delivered 
me  and  my  family  from  the 
greateft  dangers. 

God  Almighty  preferve 
your  Excellency  many  years, 
and  give  me  the  occaíions  of 
ferving  you.  i  am,  yours, 
&c. 


real  nombre :  aunque  no  fe 
bajía  aora  en  que  ha  parado  Ju 
vi  age.  "Todo  vía  por  lo  que  ay 
de  las  Intenciones  tan  favora¬ 
bles  de  V»  E.  en  ejla  occafion  a 
un  hombre  ny  conocido  ny  que  me¬ 
rece  ferio ,  me  tengo  por  obligado 
ad  mifmo  punto ,  como  fe  me  bu- 
viera  refcatado  a  mi  y  mi  fami¬ 
lia ,  de  los  mayores  Peligros  que 
fe  pueden  topar  en  la  mar  o  la 
tierra . 

Dios  guarde  a  V.  E.  muchos 
annos ,  y  a  mi  me  de  las  occafi - 
ones  de  hazer  las  obras  como  la 
profejfion  de  lo  que  foy .  De  V .  E, 
muy  humilde  fervider. 
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To  my  Lady  Giffard,  written  in  the  ñame  of 

Gabriel  PoíTello. 

/  4 

Sennora  mía ,  Amheres ,  30  de  Marco,  S.  N.  1 66  j. 

E  recebido  con  mucho  gufio  y  no  menorre  conocimien¬ 
to  la  guarnición  de  fpada  que  V \  S .  me  ha  hecha  ¡a 
merced  de  enbiarme ,  la  qual  me  ha  fiado ,  mucho  mas  en¬ 
carecida  con  le  que  me  ha  dicho  defpues  el  Sennor  refidente 
de  la  parte  de  V.  S.  que  no  era  menefter  enternecer  me  en 
lagrimas  ny  oraciones  ( como  eftoy  accofiumbrado)  con  el 
fentimiento  de  tal  obligo  y  que  V .  S.  fe  efimara  muy  bien 
pagada  con  una  carta  Efpagnola  \  porque  a  mi  es  tan  fu¬ 
cile  de  mal  efcrivir  como  a  V.  S .  de  bien  hazar .  T  es  ver¬ 
dad  que  fe  liendra  por  pagado  con  una  carta  ?  E oto  a  tal 
que  no  le  faltara  carta  aunque  la  pidiera  en  Gallego .  Pe¬ 
ro  digo  me  di  veras  es  fanta  V.  S.  O  es  bechizera  ?  porque 
efe  fe  abuen  figuro  que  ha  hecho  milagro  y  con  una  guar¬ 
nición  di  plata  mi  ha  herido  hafta  el  cor  acón  y  aum  mas 
fuerte  que  íiolo  pudiera  hazer  el  mas  bravo  cavallero  coft 
una  oja  de  Toledo.  Pero  me  dirá  V.  5.  que  ojiamos  en  un 
figle  que  no  es  cofa  mueva  el  h..zer  milagros  con  la  plata  y 
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mt  con  efia  fola  fe  cumplen  aova  hazañas  mayores  que  no 
con  el  valor  y  el  acero  en  los  fglos  paffados.  Por  vida  mi  a 
que  tient  razón  V.  S.  y  por  efe  milagro  710  lo  han  de  cor¬ 
tarla  la  capa .  Pero  no  fe  como  ha  de  efcapar  quando  la 
dire  que  defpues  que  he  tocado  efia  guarnición  encantada , 
me  van  amenudo  cayendo  las  canas ,  y  en  lugar  de  un  vie¬ 
jo  de  fetenta  annos ,  me  hallo  moco  de  quuize ,  me  fíenlo  ca¬ 
lentar  la  fangre  en  las  venas ,  y  bolverfe  en  triunfo  el  de- 
ferrado  amor  para  afir  fe  d’efie  miferable  cor  acón  hazer  le 
pedacos  en  un  punto .  Defdichado  de  mi  que  he  de  tocar 
otra  vez  efias  pifados  tan  trabajofas  de  la  ciega  mocedad 
como  me  bafla  una  vida  a  padecer  dos  martyrios.  Es  pof- 
fible  que  yo  me  fienta  otra  vez  abrafor  de  las  llammas  amo- 
rozas ,  y  que  de  ceniza  tanfria  falga  de  nuevo  tan  violen¬ 
to  fuego.  Que  yo  me  voy  a  otra  vez  resfria  ndomi  con  fopi - 
ros,  y  anegándome  en  las  lagrimas  y  padeciendo  las  penas 
y  los  afanes  que  no  me  dexaran  la  vida  f  no  fuera  para 
fentir  cada  dia  el  dolor  de  la  muerte.  Ah  Sennora  de  mi 
alma ,  quanto  mal  me  ha  hecho  conhazar  me  tanto  bien, 
quanto  mi  ha  de  coftar  de  veras ,  la  burla  que  me  han  he¬ 
cho  de  fer  enamorado  di  V.  S.  en  mi  viyez  paffada.  Pero 
quan  facilemente  fe  remedia  el  mas  trabajofo  amor  con  uno 
pMcrd'efperanca.  To  me  voy  pienfando  que  una  Sennora 
tan  complida  no  puede  defuiarfe  de  la  razón,  y  que  me  ha- 
viendo  tan  favorecido  quando  efiava  viejo,  no  puede  fal¬ 
tar  dd alguna  piedad  para  mi  defeanfo,  efl andome  aora  mo¬ 
co  y  lindo  y  enamorado.  Pero  fi  me  lifonjea  mi  defeo  y  me 
enganna  mi  efp tranca  lo  que  ay  di  bueno  en  efia  occafion , 
es  que  me  havienda  fu  favor  rendido  en  un  infante  de  vi¬ 
ejo  moco,  de  la  mi  fina  manera  me  parece  que  fu  crueldad 
me  ha  luego  de  budver  de  moco  viejo,  y  entonces  me  havre 
a  burlar  me  tanto  de  fu  hermofura  quanto  fe  puede  bur- 
lafe  aove  V.  S .  de  mi  pafion. 

Bive  V.  S.  mille  amos,  y  fe  vea  enamorada  como  yo  a 
fetenta,  que  con  efio  no  fe  ha  de  olvidar  entonces  de,  fu 
mas  humilde  cryado  y  galan,  Gabriel  P ofello. 
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To  Colonel  Algernoon  Sidney. 

S  I  R;,  BruíTels,  April  29,  N.  S.  i66y¿ 

IReceived  two  days  fince  one  from  you  of  the  4|th 
paít,  with  two  inclofed,  which  I  fhall  not  fail  to 
convey  by  the  Engliíh  pacquet  that  parts  this  even- 
ing,  and  with  the  lame  aíTurahce  that  ufually  attends 
my  letters  ;  fo  that  I  think  you  may  reckon  upon 
their  fafety  in  thofe  hands  to  which  they  afe  addref- 
fed.  Yourprefent  abode  was  no  fecret  to  me,  before 
I  knevv  it  from  your  own  hand :  that  information 
having  been  given  me  about  two  or  three  months 
fince  by  fome  Englifh  Gentlemen,  who  paíTed  from 
Italy  through  Germany  and  thefe  parts  into  Eng- 
land,  where  I  cannot  think  they  made  a  greater  fecret 
of  it  upon  occafion,  thañ  they  had  doiie  here. 

I  am  forry  your  difpofitions  or  your  fortunes  have 
drawn  you  fo  far  out  of  the  reach  of  your  friends  fer- 
vices,  and  almoíl  correfpondence  *,  in  which  I  doubt 
the  difficulties  may  fhortly  increafe,  at  leaít  this  way : 
for  we  are  here  at  prefent  in  little  hopes  to  fee  next 
month  end  without  the  advance  of  a  French  army 
into  thefe  Provinces. 

I  had  letters  very  lately  from  Petworth,  and  my 
wife  fome  as  frefh  from  Penfhurít,  which  left  health 
in  both  thofe  places  *  and  will  thereby,  I  fuppofe, 
furnifh  you  with  news  not  unweicome  from,  Sir,  your 
moft  humble  fervant. 


To  Monfieur  Góurvilk.  A  Monfieur  Gourvilie. 


SIR, 


BruíTels,  May  2, 
N .  S.  1667. 


Y 


O  U  aüc  me  whether  we 
have  a  mind  in  earneft 
for  a  peace,  and  í  aílc  vou, 
whether  you  have  a  mind  ín 


carne  fe 


De  Bruxelles,  May  2, 
Monfieur ,  S.  N.  1667. 
TU  O  US  me  demandez  fi  nom 
'  voulons  tout-de-bon  la  faix  \ 
id  mol,  je  vous  demande  fi  vous 
voulez  tout-de-bon  l a  guerre  j 

car 
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earneft  for  a  war :  for  as  yet 
we  are  no  better  informed  of 
thedefigns  and  marches  of  the 
French  troops,  than  we  were 
at  your  departure  from  Bruf- 
íels.  I  begin  to  think  that  that 
King  and  his  Miniílers  are 
mortal  like  other  people,  and 
that  their  affairs  are  managed 
with  as  little  concert  as  thofc 
of  their  neighbours.  For  I 
believe,  as  to  what  concerns 
this  country,  the  critical  mi¬ 
nute  is  paft,  and  that  the 
French  will  findhere  a  braver 
defence  than  they  pretend  to 
believe.  However  it  is  cer- 
tain,  if  they  had  begun  by 
marching  rather  than  mena- 
cing  about  three  weeks  ago, 
the  bufinefs  on  this  fide  had 
been  paft  remedy.  In  íhort,  I 
as  littlecomprehendtheFrench 
proceedings  at  prefent,as  thofe 
Gf  the  Spaniards  a  while  ago, 
ñor  where  they  can  find  their 
account  in  this  enterprife 
which  begins  to  awake  and 
alarm  all  Chriílendom. 

For  ouríelves,  my  real  opi¬ 
nión  is,  that  our  intentions  for 
the  peace  are  very  fincere, 
and  cannot  fail,  if  the  other 
parties  bring  along  with  them 
the  fame  difpofitions  ;  and  if 
I  were  as  much  concerned 
therein,  as  you  perhaps  may 
be,  I  would  regúlate  my  af¬ 
fairs  accordingly  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

I  thank 


car  jufqríicy  nous  ríen  favóm 
pas  plus  Jur  vos  dcjfeins  &  la 
marche  des  troupes  Fr anpifes , 
que  nous  en  javions  d  votre  de- 
part  de  Bruxelles .  Je  c Qui¬ 
merice  d  croi ?  e  que  ce  Roy  &  fes 
Aíinijlres  font  mortels  comme  le 
rejle  des  hommes ,  &  que  leuvs 
ajfaircs  font  marídeos  avec  auffi 
peu  de  concert  que  cellos  de  leurs 
voifins  ;  car  je  croy ,  que  pour 
ce  qui  ejl  de  ce  país  icy ,  Vheure 
de  berger  ejl  poffee  pour  eu> r,  & 
quils  y  trouvcront  une  re  fifi  anee 
plus  opiniatre ,  &  plus  rebútante 
quils  ne  simagfinent :  mais  il 
ejl  confiante  que  fi  au  lieu  de 
menacer ,  ils  euffent  commence  d 
jnarcher  il  y  a  trois  femaines , 
íaffaire  étoit  fans  rejfource  de  ce 
cote  icy.  Enfin  je  les  comprens 
aujji  peu  dans  leur  conduit  di  d 
prefent ,  que  je  comprenois  autre - 
fots  les  Efpagnols  dans  la  leur  ; 
&  je  ne  prevois  pas  comment  ils 
pourront  trouver  leur  conte  dans 
lapourfuite  d’une  enterprife ,  qui 
va  reveiller  &  mime  choquer 
toute  la  Chrétiente . 

A  ríotre  cgard ,  mon  fenti - 
ment ,  que  je  croy  véritable ,  £5* 
que  je  vous  commuríique  fans  de- 
guifement ,  ejl ,  que  nos  intenti¬ 
ons  pour  la  paix  font  fort  fin-* 
ceres ,  qiielle  ne  fcauroit  man- 
quer  de  fe  faire ,  fi  les  autres 
parties  y  apportent  les  mimes 
difpofitions ;  fajoute ,  que  fi  fy 
étois  inter ejje  autant  que  f  entre - 
vois  que  vous  pouvez  V eire,  je 
regleroi s  mes  a ff aires  conforme - 
ment  aux  con  juné fur  es . 
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I  thank  yon  for  your  ao 
count  of  what  palles  in  your 
parts  ;  but  I  am  vcry  Üttle  ía- 
tisfied  with  the  Que  en  of 
Spain’s  letter,  whereuf  a  copy 
has  been  delivered  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  States  by  Mon- 
fieur  D’Eftrades.  I  think  the 
form  is  faulty,  as  well  as  the 
fubftance  \  and  that,  if  your 
foldiers  be  at  prefent  no  better 
than  your  Secretarles,  affairs 
will  hardly  fucceed  as  they 
imagine. 

By  the  laíl  ordinary  from 
Spain,  it  appears  that  they 
cream  no  more  of  war  there 
than  they  do  of  fire,  at  leaft 
they  conceal  from  our  Ambaf- 
fador  any  auvices  they  may 
have  received  of  it  from  henee  : 
but  our  treaty  of  commerce 
was  yet  once  again  upon  the 
point  of  being  figned.  The 
Spaniards  make  no  preparati- 
ons  againft  Portugal  this  cam- 
palgn,  and  thereíore  feem  to 
think  of  being  on  that  fide  up¬ 
on  the  defenfíve,  or  elfe  ofan 
accomrnodation ;  though  they 
are  well  enough  informed  of 
the  particulars  of  an  accord 
concluded  between  France 
and  Portugal. 

Nothing  perplexesme  more 
than  to  find  a  way  of  writing 
often  to  Breda,  and  you  will 
not  fend  me  your  addrefs.  I 
refign  up  this  to  my  fortune, 
but,finceyours  is  al  ways  better 
than  mine,  it  may  happen  up¬ 
en  that  account  that  you  may 

never 


Je  vous  rends  graces  de  ce 
que  vous  me  mandez  ce  qui  fe 
pajfe  en  ves  quartiers  ;  mais 
je  filis  fort  peu  fatisfait  de  la 
lettre  écrite  d  ¡a  Reyne  d'E- 
fpagne ,  dont  la  copie  a  etc  donnee 
en  meme  tems  aux  EJiais  par 
Monfieur  dlEJlrades.  11  me 
femble  quil  y  a  du  defaut  dan$ 
la  maniere  aujji  bien  que  dans  le 
fond  de  la  chafe  meme  ;  que 
fi  pour  cette  Jais  ves  C apita  ines 
n  en  favent  plus  que  vos  Secre - 
taires ,  les  ajf aires  n  iront  pas  le 
train  qu  on  a  penfé . 

Par  ce  dernicr  ordinaire  di E- 
fpagne ,  ils  ne  paroijfent  non  plus 
Jbnger  d  la  guerre  quau  feu  ; 
au  bien  ils  taifent  d  notre  Arn~ 
baffadeur  les  avis  qu' i l  peuvent 
avoir  recus  de^a ;  mais  notre 
traitte  de  commerce  étoit  encare 
une  fois  fur  le  point  dletre  fign'e. 
lis  ne  font  point  de  prepar atifs 
contre  le  Portugal  pour  cette 
campagne  ;  &  par  la  ils  fe  ni- 
blent  fonger  feulement  ou  a  fe 
teñir  de  ce  cote-la  fur  la  defen - 
five ,  ou  bien  d  entendre  d 
un  accommodement ;  quoyquils 
fachent  bien  le  deiail  de  V accord 
conclu  entre  la  France  &  le 
Portugal. 

11  ny  a  ríen  qui  ni  embar ajfe 
plus  que  de  trouver  les  moyens 
dlecrire  fouvent  d  Preda  \  & 
vous  ne  rn  envoy ez  point  aujji 
votre  adrejfe.  f9 dbandonne  celle* 
cy  d  mon  etoile  }  mais  comme  la 
votre  r emporte  toujours  fur  la 
tnienne^  il  pourra  bien  arrroer 


' 

' 

•'  ■  ■ 


and  other  Minifters  of  State. 


never  receive  ¡t.  As  happyas 
you  are,  I  acivile  yon  to  look 
to  your  affairs  at  Breda  ;  for 
in  a  few  days  I  refolvG  to  go 
and  plunder  your  houfe  at 
BruiTels,  and  get  fatisfaédion 
for  my  great  orange-tree  up¬ 
en  your  little  ones.  I  do  not 
pretend  it  íhall  be  open  war  ; 
however  the  Hollanders  will 
tell  you  that  we  Engliíh  are 
D  and  all  at  reprifals. 


I  am,  Sir,  yours,  Sí c. 


quelle  man  quera  Ja  route. 
^uelque  beureux  que  vous  foyez , 
je  vous  confeille  pourtant  de  bien 
Jai  re  vos  a Jf aires  a  Breda ,  car 
dans  peu  de  jours  j’iray  piller 
votre  maijon  a  Bruxeües ,  & 
vanger  mon  grand  oranger  fur 
vos  petits.  Ce  ne  Jera  pas 
guerre  declarée  \  mais  les  Hol¬ 
lando  i  s  vous  diront  que  nous  fai- 
fon  le  diable  a  quatre  en  matiere 
de  reprefailles .  Je  fuisy  ti fe. 


7*0  my  Lord  St.  Albans . 


My  Lord,  BruiTels,  May  13,  N.  S.  1667. 

I  N  C  E  my  acknowledgements  of  the  honour  I 
received  fome  time  fince  from  your  Lordfhip,  I 
have  had  nothing  to  give  me  countenance  in  offering 
any  new  trouble  j  and  indeed  the  party  is  fo  unequal 
in  regard  of  our  ftations  at  this  time  of  París  and 
BruiTels,  as  well  as  all  other  circumítances,  that  no  com- 
merce  can  pafs  without  very  great  prefumption  on 
my  fide,  and  as  great  condefcenfion  on  your  Lord- 
fhip’s :  for  we  are  fo  amazed  with  the  numbers  and 
bravery  of  the  French  preparations  to  invade  this 
country,  that  we  can  hardly  lift  up  our  eyes  againft 
the  rifing  of  this  fun,  that,  it  is  faid,  intends  to  burn 
up  all  before  it :  yet,  not  to  flatter  you,  though  men’s 
eyes  are  weak  at  firft  fight,  when  they  have  gazed  a 
while  I  believe  they  will  find  their  hands,  and  try  to 
defend  themfelves  againíl  goid,  as  well  as  againíl 
iron  ;  and  perhaps  the  ftomach  they  have  conceived 
at  being  treated  with  fo  little  ceremony  as  to  be  in- 
vaded  without  any  declararían  of  war,  to  have  the 
Duchy  of  Brabant  not  efteemed  worth  the  demanding, 
no.r  any  colours  given  to  the  juítice  of  the  invafion, 
will  make  the  deíence  íliarper  than  is  expeóled,  as  it 
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has  done  the  voluntary  contributions  larger  than  was 
imagined. 

1  his  makes  all  Friars  already  defpair  of  prayincr 
away  the  war,  and  begin  to  look  like  other  worldly 
men  •,  and  the  very  Nuns  fear  they  may  be  forced  to 
work  too,  before  the  bufinefs  ends :  in  íhorr,  all  pre¬ 
pare  for  a  warm  fummer,  only  the  Spanilh  Duennaes 
cannot  think  fo  ill  of  a  King  that  married  an  Infanta, 
and  will  never  leave  wondering  that  un  rey  qui  tiene 
que  comer  en  fu  cafa ,  y  de  regalar  fe  tanbien ,  ílrould  re- 
folve  to  give  himfelf  and  them  fo  much  trouble  for 
nothing.  Our  poor  Nuns  at  Louvain  have  more  faith, 
and  not  lefs  fears,  and  therefore  the  reverend  mother 
hath  fent  to  deñre  me  to  recommend  them  to  your 
Lordíhip’s  favour,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  get  them  a 
protection  from  thence,  in  cafe  the  fcholars  and  learned 
there  íhould  not  find  arguments  to  defend  their  town 
againíl  the  French,  who,  I  can  aífure  your  Lordiliip, 
will  not  lofe  much  by  the  bargain,  as  far  as  I  fee  of 
that  nunncry,  nuns  and  all ;  for  it  feems,  by  their 
faces,  as  welí  as  their  buildings,  to  be  an  ancient 
foundation,  and  gone  much  to  decay. 

Now  they  have  put  me  upon  defiring  paíTports,  my 
wife  will  needs  have  me  recommend  her  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip  for  another  for  herfelf  and  fervants,  and  baes-ag-e. 
to  go  over  mío  England  j  and,  if  ílie  íhall  find  it  con- 
vement,  to  pafs  as  far  as  Calais,  and  embark  there, 
becaufe  íhe  is  no  lover  of  the  fea.  Upon  the  firíl  of 
thefe  requefts  your  Lordlhip  has  occafion  to  merit 
very  much  ;  but  by  the  fecond,  to  dea!  freely,  I  know 
not  what  you  will  gain,  befides  the  obligations  of  a 
perfon  who  is  already  all  that  can  be,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordíhip’s  molí  humble  and  molí  obedient 
fervanr. 


To. 
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Lo  my  Lord  Ambajfador  Coventry. 

My  Lord,  Bruíbels,  May  21,  N.  S.  1667. 

IKnow  not  by  what  conveyance,  ñor  by  what  de  - 
lays,  the  honour  your  Excellency  intended  me  ío 
)ong  lince  from  aboard  the  frigate,  carne  yefterday  to 
my  hands,  and  made  my  acknowledgements  later 
than  they  ought  to  have  been.  I  am  forry  you  agreed 
ib  ill  with  the  fea,  ñnce  that  is  the  Dutch  men’s  ele- 
ment,  with  whom  we  hope  you  will  agree  ib  well ;  but 
if  you  had  the  faculty  of  uttering  your  heart  in  the 
feamen’s  fenfe,  as  well  as  you  had  of  uttering  your 
thoughts ;  I  am  to  rejoice  with  you  upon  the  good 
health  you  muft  needs  have  brought  aibore,  and  to 
believe  that  the  temper  and  conftitution  of  your  body 
is  as  found  and  as  good  as  that  of  your  mind.  Since 
my  laft  to  my  Lord  Holles,  our  ordinary  from  Spain 
arriyed  ;  by  which  Mr.  Godolphin  albures  me,  that  I 
may  expeft  the  news  of  our  treaty  at  Madrid  being 
figned  by  the  next,  nothing  remaining  at  the  date  of 
his  letter  befides  only  the  examinaron  of  the  phrafe  in 
Latin,  which  was  referred  to  the  Inquifitor  General 
and  Count  Pignoranda ;  after  whofe  fentence  upon 
it,  nothing  was  in  fight  that  could  ftop  the  immedi- 
ate  figning  and  fealing. 

Mr.  Godolphin  albures  me,  all  parts  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  are  fo  much  to  our  delire  and  advantage, 
that  he  hopes  to  fee  many  a  rich  man  in  England  by 
it:  for  the  other  part,  which  concerns  the  adjuftment 
with  Portugal,  though  the  terms  are  likewife  agreed 
between  us  and  Spain,  yet  the  prefent  efbe<5t  of  it  feems 
likely  to  be  avoided  by  the  late  accord  between  France 
and  Portugal,  of  which  I  fend  the  account  inclofed 
by  the  copy  of  SirRobert  Southwell’s  letrer  to  my 
Lord  Sandwich  upon  that  occafion.  I  inclofe  like¬ 
wife  the  copies  of  the  French  King’s  laft  letters  to 
{he  States-General,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the 
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Queen  Regent  of  Spain,  declaring  his  intentions  to 
invade  thefe  countries  ;  which  laft,  methinks,  is  drawn 
with  fo  ill  colours  and  fo  ill  grace,  that,  if  his  Cap- 
tains  do  no  better  than  his  Secretaries  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprize  may  prove  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  juftice  of  it  here  appears.  If  thefe  papers 
may  have  arrived  already  fome  other  way,  your  Ex- 
cellency  wiil  hovvever  pardon  mydiligence,  lince  you 
receive  no  other  trouble  than  that  oí  throwing  them 
away.  The  levies  here  and  mufters  go  on  with  all 
the  care  and  fpeed  this  government  is  capabie  of.  This 
evening,  I  am  afíured,  the  twelve  hundred  Italians  fo 
long  expeóted,  are  arrived  at  Oftend.  Laft  night 
parted  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas,  difpatched  from  the 
Marquis  here,  to  beg  fome  affiftance  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  :  the  prefent  hopes  are  only  of  leave  to  recruit 
the  oíd  regiment  here  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand, 
or  elfe  to  raife  two  new  oríes,  under  fuch  Officers  as 
his  Majefty  fhall  ñame.  The  cloud  threatening  thefe 
parts  from  Trance  is  not  yet  broken,  and  the  marches 
of  their  troops  to  three  feveral  rendezvoufes  make  it 
yet  uncertain  where  it  will  fall.  Cambray,  Valen- 
ciennes,  Namur,  Mcns,  and  St.  Omers,  are  in  very 
good  condition,  and  the  laft  hath  three  thoufand  men 
in  garrifon,  befides  the  Burgeoifie.  The  Prince  of 
Ligni  has  now  four  thoufand  horfe  eífeótive  at  the 
head  quarters  near  Nivelle,  where  there  will  be  five 
thoufand  foot  to  join  with  them,  and  attend  their 
enemy’s  motion,  and  cover  Bruffels  upon  occaíion.  It 
is  moft  certain,  that  if  the  French  had  begun  to  march 
when  they  began  to  talle,  about  three  weeks  fince,  this 
country  had  been  loft  without  difpute  or  remedy  ;  the 
defence  will  be  now  perhaps  íharper  than  expedled. 
La  Bafs  and  Armentiers  are  already  flighted,  and 
Charleroy  is  all  mined  within,  the  mines  filled  with 
powder  ;  guns  and  magazines  drawn  off,  and  ready 
toflyupon  the  firft  approach  of  the  French;  which 
js  here  efteemed  both  a  generous  and  prudent  refolu- 
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tion  of  the  Marquis,  fince  he  could  not  finiíh  it  in 
time,  ñor  preferve  his  child  without  the  mother’s 

l\now  nothing  elfe  to  increafe  this  trouble,  be- 
fxdes  the  aíTurances  of  my  being,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
ce llency’s  moft  humble  and  molt  obedient  íervant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 


My  Lord,  Bruífels,  May  27,  N.  S.  1667. 

TV/ O  days  fince  carne  hither  the  news  of  Ar- 
mentiers  being  fiezed  by  a  party  of  the  french 
horfe,  about  five  hundred  ílrong  *,  half  of  the  for- 
tifications  were  already  ílighted,  and  not  above  an 
hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  left  in  the  town.  V/hat 
their  next  defign  vvill  be,  feems  not  yet  refolved  ;  their 
troops  marching  on  all  parts  give  the  occafion  I  fup- 
pofe  to  the  leveral  governors  of  Mons,  Cambray,  and 
Valenciennes,  to  fignify,  by  expreffes  hither,  the  jea- 
loufy  each  of  them  has  of  the  ftorm  being  ready  to 
fall  upon  their  parts. 

At  Cambray  and  Liíle,  feveral  Frénela  have  been 
taken  furveying  the  works,  and  difguifed  *,  but  all 
thofe  places  are  at  prefent  in  fo  good  condition,  that 
the  cholee  rnay  perhaps  make  fome  difficulties  in  the 
French  counfels,  which  I  believe  have  been  rnuch 
difconcerted  by  the  blowing  up  of  Charleroy  ;  a  re- 
folution  they  expefted  not  from  the  Marquis,  and 
without  which  thefe  parts  of  the  country  had  run  in¬ 
evitable  dangers,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  invafion  had 
been  made  in  thofe  Provinces  where  the  French  pre¬ 
ten  fions  lay. 

The  difeourfers  here  obferve,  that  the  firft  pace  of 
the  war,  being  made  in  Flanders,  lofes  all  the  good 
grace  which  the  French  endeavoured  to  give  their  in¬ 
vafion  ;  that  the  town  they  have  taken  can  import  no 
more  than  the  advance  of  their  frontiers ;  that  they 
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feem  unrefblved  whether  to  keep  it  or  no  ;  how  to 
ule  the  governor  or  foldiers  whom  they  took  in  their 
beds,  whether  as  prifoners  or  friends,  and  more  un- 
certain  what  to  do  next ;  that  their  ílownefs  in  enter- 
ing  the  country,  and  lofs  of  twenty  days  time,  thougli 
they  were  then  as  ready  as  now,  has  certainly  faved 
thefe  Provinces  :  for  it  is  conílant  without  any  diípute, 
that,  if  they  had  fallen  on  in  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  Charleroy,  Nivelle,  Louvain,  Bruffcls,  and 
Mechlin,  would  have  coít  them  neither  time  ñor  dan- 
gen  From  thefe  circumftances,  the  reafoners  here 
concíude  a  weaknefs  and  incertitude  in  the  Freneh 
counfels,  and  begin  to  hope  they  may  have  taken  their 
meaíures  as  ill  among  their  neighbours  as  they  have 
among  themíelves ;  and  fay  confidently,  that,  unlefs 
they  are  agreed  with  England,  their  affairs  are  in  a 
worfe  poílure  than  they  have  been  thefe  twenty  years. 
They  begin  to  hope  that  all  our  late  practices  with 
the  Freneh  are  aimed  no  farther  than  to  embark 
them  in  this  aífair,  and  have  our  revenge  for  the  game 
they  played  in  engaging  us  in  the  Dutch  war :  they 
fay,  that  if,  by  offers  and  íhews  of  abandoning  Spain* 
we  have  drawn  the  Freneh  into  this  war,  which  hath 
already  ccíl  them  all  their  confidence  with  Floliand, 
all  farther  hopes  of  amufing  Spain,  and  the  credit  of 
their  good  faith  and  meaning  with  the  reft  of  Chriften- 
clom  :  that  if,  after  our  peace  made  with  Holland 
and  F ranee,  we  refolve  to  offer  our  mediation  between 
France  and  Spain,  and,  upon  the  refufal  or  failing  of 
it,  join  with  the  Hollander  in  the  protedion  of  thefe 
countries,  cnter  vigorouíly  into  the  war,  íliare  with 
theSpaniards  whateverfhall  be  gained  from  the  Freneh, 
and  let  Holland  find  their  account  by  deftroying  all 
the  Freneh  defigns  of  trade  and  plantations  abroad  : 
the  reafoners  here  concíude,  that,  if  this  has  been  our 
defign  for  thefe  two  months  paft,  and  bepurfued  with 
the  lame  fuccefs  it  has  begun,  it  is  one  of  the  greateít 
counfels  that  has  ever  beefi  conceived  by  any  Prince, 
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ahd  which  will  malee  the  greateít  change  in  our  own 
affairs,  and  in  thofe  of  all  Chriftendom  befides,  and 
appear  the  beít  adjufted  revenge  upon  the  French,  that 

ever  was  taken  upon  an  enemy. 

From  Breda  we  have  got  little  more  than  the  entry 
of  our  AmbaíTador,  which  makes  us  believe  fome 
myftery  in  the  delays  of  peace  there,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  war  on  the  other  fide. 

From  Sweden  I  have,  the  laft  poft,  a  particular 
aífurance  of  that  crown’s  good  intentions  towards  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  of  their  difpatching  one  Monfieur 
Tongel  Envoy  into  Spain,  who  is  to  pafs  this  way, 
and  will  be  addreffed  to  me,  to  introduce  him  to  the 
Marquis,  by  whofe  reprefentations  the  Court  or 
Sweden  defires  to  have  their  Minifter’s  reception  in 
Spain  favoured,  and  his  negotiation  advanced. 

I  am,  as  will  ever  become  me  to  be,  with  equal 
paffion  and  truth,  my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Holles . 

My  Lord,  BruiTcls,  May  29,  N.  S.  1667. 

IKnow  not  with  what  fpeed  or  fuccefs  three  of  mine 
may  have  arrived  at  Breda,  but  am  apt  to  doubt 
the  certainty  of  this  commerce,  by  obferving,  that 
your  Excellency’s  of  the  2  2d  carne  not  to  my  hands 
till  yefterday,  and  after  the  receipt  of  it  I  was  fo  un- 
lticky,  as  not  find  the  Barón  De  Tlfola  tiil  later  at 
night  than  would  fuffer  this  difpatch :  I  now  fend  ic 
to  Mr.  Shaw  of  Antwerp,  with  orders  to  convey  it 
by  exprefs  from  thence,  in  cale  he  meets  no  other  fud- 
den  occafion  :  and  whatever  favour  or  commands  your 
Excellency  may  hereafter  defign  me,  will  come  fooner 
and  fafer,  I  luppofe,  by  an  addrefs  to  the  fame  hand 
at  Antv/erp. 

I  acquainted  the  Barón  De  Pifóla  with  the  Dutch 
allegations  concerning  fome  advances  made  by  him 
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as  from  his  Majefty,  upon  the  point  of  Poleroon.  He 
fays,  however  they  may  feem  to  interpret  it,  they 
could  not  underfland  it  by  any  thing  that  pafied  from 
him  in  that  prívate  communication,  which  was  all  he 
entered  into  upon  his  lhort  ílay  in  Holland.  That, 
upon  his  firíl  difcourfe  of  his  Majeíly’s  intention  to 
make  the  treaty  of  1662  the  foundation  of  this  at 
prefent,  the  perfon  he  difcourfed  with  raifed  two  dif- 
ficulties ;  the  firíl,  that  of  Poleroon ;  and  the  other, 
the  continuance  of  the  pretenfions  left  on  either  fide  * 
which,  as  they  had  given  occafion,  or  at  leaíl  pretext, 
for  the  prefent  quarrel,  fo,  if  they  were  left  {lili  un- 
decided,  they  might  hereafter  have  the  fame  effeót ; 
whereas  their  delire  was,  by  this  peace,  to  cut  off  the 
root  of  all  future  differences.  For  the  firíl  point,  he 
(the  Barón)  aílced,  whether,  if  all  other  árdeles  fhould 
be  agreed,  the  States  would  be  fo  obílinate  upon  the 
point  of  Poleroon,  as  to  endanger  the  peace  for  that 
alone  :  It  was  anfwered,  the  French  had  already  ef- 
fayed  to  do  fome  offices  in  this  particular,  and  had 
brought  it  to  this  very  demand,  whether  the  States 
would  continué  the  war  rather  than  yield  the  point 
of  Poleroon  ;  and  that  the  States  had  anfwered  for- 
mally,  they  would. 

For  the  fecond,  concerning  the  mutual  pretenfions 
left  in  the  treaty  of  1662,  he  (the  Barón)  feemed  to 
approve  the  cutting  them  all  off,  but  propofed,  that, 
in  confideration  of  it,  the  States  fhould  give  his  Ma- 
jefty  a  fum  of  money  in  fome  fort  proportionable  to 
what  his  pretences  might  amount ;  and  that,  if  the 
States  would  make  any  advance  confiderable  in  point 
of  the  fum,  he  (the  Barón)  would  employ  all  his  own 
and  his  friends  endeavours,  to  induce  his  Majefly  to 
a  condefcenfion  in  this  point  of  Poleroon,  as  well  as 
that  of  clearing  all  pretenfions  on  either  fide. 

To  this  was  anfwered,  that  for  Poleroon  nothing 
more  could  be  faid,  ñor  any  confideration  make  the 

States 
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States  yield  it,  without  the  alternative  of  reítoring  all 
on  each  fíele,  which  would  create  length  and  difficulty 
in  the  treaty.  That,  forafum  of  money  in  fatisfaóríon 
of  hís  Majefty’s  pretenfions,  they  could  not  confent 
to  any  fuch  propoial,  without  a  particular  liquidation 
ofwhat  the  pretenfions  on  each  fide  amountedto; 
fince  they  believed  in  grofs  their  own  upon  us  to  be 
hio-her  than  ours  upon  them  :  and  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  was  infifted,  that  no  fuch  examen  or  liqui¬ 
dation  íbould  be  entered  upon,  fince  doing  it  beforc 
the  conclufion  would  expole  the  treaty  to  the  danger 
of  delays,  and  confequently  of  accidents  ;  and  leaving 
it  to  commiffioners  atter  the  conclufion  would  leave 
field  for  new  difputes. 

This  was  the  fum  of  the  Baron’s  negotiation,  in 
which  he  made  all  the  advances  as  from  himfelf ;  but 
when  he  found  he  was  not  likely  to  bring  it  to  any 
ilfue,  by  reafon  of  thofe  two  difficulties,  that  is,  Pole- 
roon,  and  the  fum  in  confideration  of  our  clearing  all 
pretenfions ;  he  then  told  them,  as  by  his  Majeity’s 
order,  that,  the  point  of  Poleroon  touching  our  Eaft- 
India  company,  rather  than  his  Majefty,  the  King 
would  fend  over  fome  perfons  deputed  from  the  faid 
company,  with  his  AmbaíTadors ;  and,  if  the  States 
would  do  the  Cune,  it  was  likely  the  perfons  deputed 
from  each  company  might  find  an  expedient  in  the 
bufinefs 

This  the  Barón  gives  me  for  a  íhort  and  true  rela- 
tion  of  all  his  difcourfes  in  Holland,  which  having 
been  made  with  one  perlón  alone,  and  very  prívate,  í 
find  he  expected  not  they  would  have  been  io  public, 
as  to  be  alledged  upon  any  new  negotiations. 

Our  news  from  the  frontiers  fince  my  laft  is  this : 
about  the  time  of  the  French  King’s  Corning  down  to 
Arras,  the  orders  were  given  for  flighting  Armentiers, 
la  BaíTee,  and  Charleroy  :  which  being  public,  and 
begun  to  be  executed  at  Armentiers,  a  Brigetin  Prieft 
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of  that  town  went  to  Arras,  and,  upon  complaints  of 
their  being  left  without  defence  in  the  times  of  dan- 
ger  that  were  approaching,  made  application  to  the 
Governor  of  Arras  for  a  protefrion  for  their  town : 
within  a  day  or  two  after,  when  the  works  were  about 
half  ílighted,  inftead  of  the  protection,  carne  feven  or 
eight  hundred  French  horíé,  and,  finding  a  guard  of 
about  forty  men  at  the  entrance  of  the  place,  made  a 
difcharge  upon  them,  killed  one,  and  wounded  two : 
upon  which,  thofe  few  foldiers  that  were  in  the  town- 
houfe,  íhot  and  killed  three  or  four  of  the  French, 
who  began  to  pillage  fome  of  the  burghers  houfes  y 
but  this  diforder  was  foon  appeafed  by  their  officers  ; 
after  which  they  fummoned  the  peafants  in,  and  be- 
gan  to  repair  the  fortifications,  kept  the  Governor  in 
reftramt,  and  carried  the  matter  as  if  this  had  been 
the  declaration  of  war.  This  news  comino;  to  the 
Governor  of  Lifle,  he  feized  upon  fome  Frenchmen 
he  found  in  his  town  by  way  of  reprifal  for  thofe 
taken  at  Armentiers  ;  and  the  Marquis  gave  order  to 
the  Prince  of  Ligny,  who  commands  the  horfe  here, 
to  charge  any  party  he  fhould  find  making  courfes 
into  the  frontiers,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring  away 
fome  prifoners,  both  as  repriials  for  thofe  of  Armien- 
tiers,  and  to  know  fomething  of  the  French  preten- 
fions. 

After  they  had  kept  Armentiers  about  five  days, 
they  releafed  the  Governor,  told  the  people  they  carne 
not  to  begin  any  war,  but  only  at  their  invitation  to 
protedt  the  town  5  drew  oíf  at  firft  one  party  of  their 
men,  and  laft  Friday  morning  all  the  reíl :  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Lifle  fet  his  Frenchmen  at  iiberty,  and  the 
Prince  of  Ligny  fome  that  he  had  taken  in  a  íkirmiili 
of  fmall  parties  upon  the  borders  of  Píainault,  where- 
in  the  Marquis  tells  me  about  fifty  of  the  French 
we re  killed,  and  near  twenty  taken.  This  1  am  more 
particular  in  relating,  becaufe  it  feems  the  firft  pace 
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©f  the  war,  though  fince  in  a  manner  difavowed  by 
the  French  ;  and  indeed  it  is  generally  cenfured  as  the 
effeíl  of  a  weak  and  uncertain  counfel,  to  begin  with- 
©ut  any  formed  defign  or  declararon,  by  feizing  fo 
raíhly  a  place  of  no  moment,  and  in  the  Province  of 
Flanders,  where  none  of  their  pretences  lie.  Th efe 
three  laft  days  the  motion  of  their  troops  has  been 
throngh  Philcppeville,  and  the  frofttiers  of  Hainault. 
The  French  King  was  expeóted  laft  night  at  Quefnoy, 
and  to-day  at  Phileppeville.  They  have  begun  a 
bridge  upon  the  Sambre,  near  a  village  called  Mar- 
fm  au  Pont,  a  league  up  the  river  from  the  place 
where  Charleroy  ftood  *,  the  ground  being  on  the 
one  fide  País  de  Liege,  and  on  the  other  the  Spaniards 
country  •,  fo  we  expedí  here  they  v/ill  enter  that  coun- 
try  to-morrow  ;  btit  which  way  they  intend  their  firft 
impreflion  is  uncertain  ;  the  bridge  they  make  ferving 
a  defign  either  upon  Namur,  Mons,  or  Brufiels.  The 
Spaniíh  forces  on  this  ílde  lie  between  this  place  and 
Marimount,  and  confift  of  about  four  thoufand  horfe 
and  as  rnany  foot,  have  no  formed  defign  but  to  at- 
tend  the  enemy’s  motion,  and  to  retire  for  the  defence 
of  this  place,  in  cafe  of  the  enemy’s  marching  this 
way. 

The  general  belief  here  of  the  moft  intelligent  is, 
that  France  has  had  the  íkill  or  good  luck  de  nous  en - 
dormir ,  both  us  and  Holland,  in  this  great  conjunc- 
ture,  and  by  aífuring  us  of  peace  upon  good  terms 
with  the  Dutch,  and  at  the  lame  time  the  Dutch  of 
never  according  with  us,  ñor  breaking  with  Spain  to 
their  (the  Hollanders)  prejudice,  will  amufe  us  both 
in  a  ílow  treaty  till  they  have  made  fo  great  an  im- 
prefilon  in  thefe  countfies,  as  will  give  neither  of  us 
the  liberty  to  take  thofe  meafures  upon  this  affair,  to 
which  either  of  our  interefts  might  lead  us  ;  and  per- 
haps  find  means  to  divert  the  treaty  at  laft  from  Corn¬ 
ing  to  any  ifíue.  They  fay,  that  delaying  our  treaty, 
Vol.  I.  "  for 
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for  the  point  of  Poleroon,  is  lofing  a  dinner  for  muft’ 
tard  *,  and  that  e.very  day  it  is  deferred,  endangers  an 
irrecoverable  conjun&ure,  that  heaven  hath  given  us, 
of  making  ourfelves  conñderable  to  whóm,  which 
way,  and  to  what  degree,  we  pleafe.  God  fend  thefe 
reafoners  to  be  deceived,  and  that  we  may  not  be  fo* 
at  leaft  no  more  by  the  fame  hands*  I  am,  my  Lord* 
yours,  &c, 

To  Sir  Philip  Warwick . 

S  ItR,  BruíTels,  June  2í,  N.  S.  1667. 

IAM  very  forry  that  I  muft  rejoice  with  you,  and 
condole  with  all  your  friends  at  the  fanle  time, 
and  upon  the  fame  occañon ;  for,  though  the  rctreat 
I  hear  you  have  made  from  bufinefs  muft  needs  be  a 
trouble  and  a  lofs  to  us  all,  yet  í  know  it  is  an  eafe 
and  a  happinefs  to  yourfelf,  or  elfe  a  wife  man,  as  you 
are,  ought  not  to  have  chufen  it.  I  will  not  tell  you 
how  great  a  conteritment  1  had  in  knowing  my  bu- 
finefs  lay  ío  much  in  your  way,  becaufe  I  never  intend 
to  purfue  more  than  what  his  Majefty  pleafes  to  make 
my  due,  and  I  have  ever  reckoned  both  upon  your 
juftice  and  your  kindnefs :  but  I  mufl  bear  this  dift 
appointment,  fince  you  are  the  author  of  ít,  which  is 
the  beft  confolation  I  can  think  of.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  hope  yoü  do  not  intend  to  retire  from  the  commerce 
of  your  friends*  as  well  as  that  of  bufinefs ;  for,  tho* 
you  fnould  lock  yourfelf  up  within  your  walls  of 
Frog-pool,  I  fhall  ever  pretend  to  have  aíharein  you, 
there  itfelf,  and  never  omit  any  occafions  of  aífurins 
you,  that  no  change  you  can  make  in  your  courfe  oí 
life  can  ever  make  any  in  the  refolutions  I  have  taken 
of  being  always,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
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Lo  my  Lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  BrufTels,  July  19,  N.  S.  1667. 

TH  E  diligence  of  the  pofts,  or  favour  of  the 
weather,  have  given  me  two  of  your  Lord- 
íhip’s  to  acknowledge  lince  my  laft  of  the  ift  and  5th 
current,  with  the  good  news  of  the  Dutch  being  bea- 
ten  off  at  Harwich  ;  for,  fince  we  are  in  a  difeafe,  every 
fit  we  país  well  over  is  fo  much  of  good,  and  gives 
hopes  of  recovery  :  I  doubt  this  is  not  the  laft,  for  I 
hear  De  Witt  is  refolved  that  their  fleet  fhall  not  give 
over  aftion  till  the  very  ratifications  of  the  treaty  are 
exchanged:  in  which  he  certainly  purfues  his  intereft, 
that  the  war  may  end  with  fo  much  the  more  honour 
abroad,  and  heart  at  home  ;  for  commonly  the  fame 
difpoíitions  between  the  parties  with  which  one  war 
ends,  another  begins.  And,  though  this  may  end  in 
peace,  yet  I  doubt  it  will  be  with  fo  much  unkindnels 
between  the  nations,  that  it  will  be  wifdom  on  both 
fides  to  think  of  another,  as  well  as  to  avoid  it.  All 
difcourfe  here  is  of  the  peace  as  a  thing  undoubted, 
and  every  pacquet  I  receive  from  England  confirms  me 
in  the  belief  that  a  war  abroad  is  not  our  prefent  buíi- 
nefs,  till  all  at  home  be  in  better  order ;  no  more  than 
hard  exercife  which  ftrengthens  healthy  bodies,  can 
be  proper  for  thofe  that  have  a  fe  ver  lurking  in  the 
veins,  or  a  confumption  in  the  fleíh  ;  for  which,  reft, 
and  order,  and  diet,  are  neceífary,  and  perhaps  fome 
medicine  too,  provided  it  come  from  a  careful  and  a 
fkilful  hand.  This  is  all  that  I  fhall  fay  upon  that 
fubject,  which,  I  prefume,  has  before  this  received 
fome  refolution  by  my  Lord  Ambaffador  Coventry’s 
arrival;  for  I  confefs  my  ftomach  is  come  down,  and 
I  fhouid  be  glad  to  hear  the  peace  ended,  and  our 
coafts  clear,  fince  it  will  not  be  better :  but  all  this 
while,  Multa  gemens  ignominiam  plagafque  fuperbi  bvjlis , 
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and  I  am  fure  would  not  defire  to  live,  unlefs  with 
hopes  of  feeing  ourfelves  one  day  in  another  poíiure, 
which  God  Almighty  has  made  us  capable  of,  when- 
everwe  pleafe  ourfelves. 

I  am  forry  to  find  the  commerce  between  England 
and  Spain  fo  far  cut  off,  as  it  íliould  feem  by  your 
Lordíhip’s  complaints  of  having  received  none  of  a 
date  later  than  May  thefiríl,  for  mine  holds  yet  pret- 
ty  conílant,  though  I  fuppofe  vifited  by  the  French 
in  their  pafiage.  On  Sunday  laíl  í  received  one  frcm 
Mr.  Godolphin  of  the  firft  eurrent,  where  he  told  me* 
the  treaties  were  fent  figned  by  feveral  ways  into  Eng¬ 
land,  and  therefore  concluded  fome  of  them  arrived. 
He  feems  to  doübt  ftill  the  Portuguefe  accepting  their 
fhare  in  it ;  which  is  the  likelier,  becaufe  the  Mar- 
quis  tells  me,  he  hears,  by  this  ordinary,  that  better 
terms  may  be  offered  them,  though  it  is  pleafant  the 
Spaniard  íliould  not  have  yet  refolvéd  to  give  them 
the  title,  when,  for  aught  I  know,  without  it,  all  their 
own  may  be  in  danger.  His  Excellency  aíTures  me 
they  are  refolved  in  Spain  upon  declaring  a  general 
war,  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  that  way  make  the 
French  unmafk  their  defigns ;  that  they  have  fent  or* 
ders  already  to  feize  upon  all  that  belongs  to  the 
French  in  their  Indies,  who  have  a  great  íliare  in  the 
Spaniíli  fieet  that  is  daily  etfpedted  heme  ;  that  they 
have  remitted,  by  this  ordinary*  to  his  Excellency  a 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  crowns,  which  is  the 
third  remife  of  about  that  fum,  arrived  fince  the  war 
began  ;  and  that  they  have  negotiated  with  the  Fre- 
goni,  or  fome  fuch  ñame,  being  the  ableíl  merchants 
at  Amfterdam,  fer  nine  hundred  thoufand  more  •,  fo 
that  the  procefs  feems  well  entered,  and  I  wiíli  them 
agood  iííue. 

We  have  here  no  certainty  of  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  arms,  ñor  can  we  fay  that  Courtray  is  taken* 

though  the  report  has  continued  more  or  leís  thele 
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four  days  *,  but  the  Marquis  would  not  own  any  ad- 
vice  of  it  011  Saturday  night;  though  he  fpoke  ver  y 
defpairingly  of  the  town,  but  confidently  of  the  cita- 
del’s  holding  out  at  leaft  fifteen  days,  if  thofe  within 
it  did  their  duty.  His  Excellency  makcs  a  very  dif¬ 
ieren  t  ftory  of  the  Barón  of  Limbeck’s  defeat,  which 
was  reported  here  ;  and  aflures  me,  that,  having  car- 
ried  fome  relief  into  Courtray,  he  retreated  with  only 
two  hundred  horfe,  and,  meeting  a  party  of  fix  hun- 
dred  of  the  French,  charged  through  them,  killcd  the 
Captain  of  their  vanguard  with  feveral  others,  and 
carne  off  with  the  lofs  only  of  fifteen  men. 

Yefterday  morning  the  Marquis  went  to  Ghent,  with 
intentions  of  returning  in  three  or  four  days;  and 
hath  left  the  town  fo  emptied  by  his  journey,  as  well 
as  the  camp,  that,  befides  the  Governor,  I  know  not 
of  a  Gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  in  it. 

The  Barón  de  Pifóla  went  this  morning  towards 
Antwerp,  and  from  thence  paífes  towards  Gftend  to 
go  over  with  the  convoy,  which  I  could  not  perfuade 
him  to  lofe,  though  I  endeavoured  it  upon  a  hint  in 
your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  and  more  upon  his  telling  me 
that  you  had  diffuaded  him  from  coming  till  the  ra- 
tifications  of  the  treaty  were  paífed  ;  but  he  fays  he  is 
confident  that  will  be  before  he  can  arrive ;  that  he 
hath  fent  over  all  his  papers  and  bilis  of  exchange  be- 
forehand,  and,  if  he  lofes  this  convoy,  knows  not 
when  to  hope  for  a  fecure  paíTage.  And,  if  his  Ma- 
jefty  thinks  fit,  will  rather  make  a  ftay  at  Gravefend, 
or  any  other  place  near  the  water-fide,  till  all  jealoufy 
of  his  coming  be  blown  over. 

I  give  your  Lordíhip  hurnble  thanks  for  the  letter 
I  received  to  make  ufe  of  part  of  the  money  in  Mr. 
Shaw’s  hands,  for  fupply  of  what  was  grown  due  to 
me ;  and  am,  I  am  fure,  at  all  times,  more  troubled 
to  aík  it,  than  pleafed  to  receive  it.  I  was  much  more 
fenfibly  obliged  by  the  part  you  was  pleafed  to  give 
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me  of  the  good  fortune  arrived  to  your  family,  by  its 
increafe,  and  my  Lady’s  fafety  *,  and  will  aífure  your 
Lordíhip  you  do  me  but  juftice  to  believe  I  am  con¬ 
cerned  in  all  that  happens  to  you,  and  more  particu- 
larly  upon  this  occafion,  of  which  I  have  made  very 
conílant  enquiries,  though  without  your  Lordlhip’s 
trouble.  I  give  you  El  para  bien  with  all  the  joy 
that  can  be,  and  the  prefages  of  many  more  fuch  ad- 
ventures ;  and  know  my  Lady  began  with  her  own 
lex  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becauíe  the  war  was  end- 
ed.  My  own  particular  latisfadlion  in  it  is,  that  my 
family  may  continué  their  fervices  to  your  Lordfhip’s, 
and  that  way  make  up  what  I  fhall  fall  fhort  of  in  the 
exprefíions  of  that  paflion  and  truth,  wherewith  I  am, 
my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Lijle. 

My  Lord,  BrulTels,  Auguft —  1667. 

IReceived  lately  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
Lordíhip,  which  after  all  complaints  of  ílownefs 
and  dulnefs  had  enough  to  bear  it  out,  though  it  had 
been  much  better  addreíTed,  but  needed  nothing 
where  it  was,  befides  being  yours.  In  my  prefent  fta- 
tion  I  want  no  letters  of  bufinefs  or  news,  which 
makes  thofe  that  bring  me  marks  of  my  friends  re- 
membrance,  or  touches  at  their  prefent  thoughts  and 
entertainments,  talle  much  better  than  any  thing  can 
do  that  is  cornmon  fare. 

I  agree  very  much  with  your  Lordíhip,  in  being 
little  fatisfied  by  the  wits  excufe,  of  employing  none 
upon  relations  as  they  do  in  France;  and  doubt 
much  it  is  the  fame  temper  and  courfe  of  thoughts 
among  us,  that  makes  us  neither  aft  things  worth 
relating,  ñor  relate  things  worth  the  reading.  Whilft 
making  íome  of  the  company  laugh,  and  others  ri- 
diculous,  is  the  game  in  vogue,  I  fear  we  fhall  hard- 
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ly  fucceed  at  any  other,  and  am  forry  our  courtiers 
Ihould  content  themfelves  with  fuch  viótories  as  thofe. 
I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  feen  Mr.  Cowley,  be- 
fore  he  died,  celébrate  Captain  Douglas’s  death; 
who  ftood  and  burnt  in  one  of  our  íhips  at  Chatham, 
when  his  foldiers  left  him,  becaufe  it  ihould  never 
be  faid,  a  Douglas  quitted  his  poft  without  order ; 
whether  it  be  wiie  in  men  to  do  fuch  adtions  or  no, 

I  am  fure  it  is  fo  in  States  to  honour  them  •,  and,  if 
they  can,  to  turn  the  vein  of  wits  to  raife  up  the 
efteem  of  fome  qualides  above  the  real  valué,  rather 
than  bring  every  thing  to  burlefque,  which,  it  it  be 
allowed  at  all,  Ihould  be  fo  only  to  wife  men  in  their 
clofets,  and  not  to  wits,  in  their  common  mirth  and 
company.  But  I  leave  them  to  be  reformed  by  great 
men’s  examples  and  humours,  and  know  very  well 
it  is  folly  for  a  prívate  man  to  touch  them,  which 
does  but  bring  them  like  wafps  about  one’s  ears. 
However,  I  cannot  but  bewail  the  tranfitorinefs  of 
their  fame,  as  well  as  other  men’s,  when  I  hear  Mr. 
Waller  is  turned  to  burlefque  among  them,  while  he 
is  alive,  which  never  happened  to  oíd  poets  till  ma- 
ny  years  after  their  death  •,  and  though  I  never  knew 
hírrí  enough  to  adore  him,  as  many  have  done,  and 
eafily  believe  he  may  be,  as  your  Lordíhip  fays, 
enough  out  of  faíhion,  yet  I  am  apt  to  think  fome 
of  the  oíd  cut-work  bands  were  of  as  fine  thread,  and 
as  well  wrought,  as  any  of  our  new  points ;  and,  at 
íeaft,  that  all  the  wit  he  and  his  company  fpent,  in 
heightening  Jove  and  friendíhip,  was  better  employ- 
ed,  than  what  is  laid  out  fo  prodigally  by  the  modern 
wits,  in  the  mockery  of  all  forts  of  religión  and  go- 
vernment, 

I  know  not  how  your  Lordfhip’s  letter  has  engaged 
me  in  this  kind  of  difcourfes  ;  but  I  know  very  well 
you  will  advife  me  after  it  to  keep  my  refidency  here 
as  long  as  I  can,  foretelling  me  what  fuccefs  I  am  like 
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to  have  among  our  courtiers  if  I  come  over.  The  beft 
on  it  is,  my  heart  is  fet  ío  much  upon  my  little  córner 
at  Sheen,  that,  while  I  keep  that,  no  other  difappoint- 
ments  will  be  very  fenfible  to  me ;  and,  becaufe  my 
wiíe  tells  me  íhe  is-  fo  bold  as  enter  into  talk  of  en- 
larging  our  dominions  there,  I  am  contriving  here 
this  fummcr,  how  a  fucceííion  of  cherries  may  be 
compaiked  from  May  tiil  Michaelmas,  and  how  the 
riches  of  Sheen  vines  may  be  improved  by  half  a  do- 
zen  forts  which  are  not  yet  knówn  there,  and  which, 
I  think,  much  beyond  any  that  are.  I  fhould  be  very 
giad  to  come  and  plant  them  myfelf  this  next  feafon, 
but  know  not  yet  how  thofe  thoughts  will  hit.  Though 
I  defign  to  ftay  but  a  month  in  England,  yet  they  are 
here  very  unwilling  I  fhouíd  ftir,  as  all  people  in  ad- 
verfity  are  jealous  of  being  forfaken  ;  and  his  Majefty 
is  not  willing  to  give  them  any  difcouragement,  whe- 
ther  he  gives  them  any  affiftance  or  no.  But,  if  they 
end  the  campaign  with  any  good  fortune,  they  will  be 
better-humoured  in  that,  as  well  as  all  other  points : 
and  it  feems  not  a  very  unlikely  thing,  the  French 
having  done  nothiqg  in  fix  months  paft  but  harrafs 
their  army,  and  being,  before  Liíle,  engaged  in  a 
fiege,  which  may  very  well  break  the  courfe  of  their 
fuccefs.  They  have  not  yet  made  the  leaft  advance 
upon  any  of  the  out-works,  but  been  beaten  ofF 
with  much  lofs  in  all  their  aílaults  :  and,  if  that 
King’s  defign  be  to  bring  his  Nobility  as  low  as  he 
has  done  his  people,  he  is  in  a  good  way,  and  may 
very  well  leave  moít  of  the  brave  among  them  in 
their  tronches  there. 

I  had  not  need  write  often  at  this  length,  ñor  make 
your  Lordfhip  any  new  proftílions  of  my  being,  my 
Lord,  your, 
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To  my  brother  Sir  John  ' Temple, , 

•  ,  i  • 

Dear  Brother,  Brufíels,  06tob.  io,  N.  S.  1667. 
|  Aving  written  ib  many  and  long  letters  to  my 
]j_  father,  I  refolved  this  íhould  be  to  yon,  though 
«pon  a  fubjeft  wherein  he  has  been  very  deíirous  to 
be  informed  ;  which  was  more  than  I  could  pretend 
to  from  any  notices  of  my  own,  having  been  young 
and  very  new  in  bufinefs,  when  I  was  firít  employed 
upon  the  Muníter  treaty.  AU  I  knew  of  the  grounds 
or  occafions  of  our  late  war  with  Holland  was, 
that,  in  all  common  converfation,  I  found  both  the 
Court,  and  the  Parliament  in  general,  very  íharp 
upon  it;  complaining  of  the  Dutch  infolencies,  of 
the  great  difadvantages  they  had  brought  upon  our 
trade  in  general,  and  the  particular  injuries  of  their 
Eaít-India  company  towards  ours  :  and  it  was  not 
eafy  to  think  any  íhould  better  underíland  the  honour 
of  the  Crown  than  our  Court;  or  the  interefts  of  the 
nation,  than  the  houfe  of  Commons.  One  thing  I 
confefs  gave  me  fome  refle&ions,  which  was,  to  ob- 
íérve  that  three  of  my  father’s  greateft  friends,  and 
perfons  that  I  moft  efteemed  upon  many  accounts, 
were  violently  againft  the  counfels  of  this  war ;  which 
were  my  Lords  of  Northumberland,  of  Leicefter, 
and  Sir  Robert  Long ;  though  two  of  them  were  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  the  third  in  a  great  office, 
and  ever  bred  up  in  Court.  For  my  own  part,  when 
I  entered  into  that  affair,  all  I  knew  was,  that  we  were 
aétually  in  a  war,  and  that  the  beft  we  could  do  was  to 
get  out  of  it  either  by  fuccefs  and  vittories,  or  by  a 
fair  and  reafonable  peace,  which  I  believed  our  treaty 
with  Munfter  would  make  way  for  :  and  I  found  fome 
of  our  Minifters  had  no  other  end  by  it,  having  given 
over  the  thoughts  of  any  great  advantages  we  íhould 
hnd  by  purfuing  the  war.  PIow  that  fucceeded,  and 
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how  it  ended,  you  all  know  there,  as  well  as  I  do 
here, 

Upon  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Breda,  my  fifter 
took  a  very  ftrong  fancy  to  a  journey  into  Holland, 
to  fee  a  country  fhe  had  heard  ib  much  of  •,  and  I  was 
willing  to  give  her  that  fatisfadion,  after  the  melan- 
choly  fcene  we  have  had  here  ever  lince  the  French 
invaíion  of  this  country.  We  went  incógnito ,  with  on- 
ly  her  woman,  a  valet  de  chambre,  and  a  page  out  of 
livery,  who  all  fpoke  Dutch.  I  leave  it  to  her  to  give 
you  an  account  of  what  entertainments  fhe  met  with 
there,  which  fhe  was  much  pleafed  with,  eipecially 
thofe  of  the  Indian  houfes  :  for  me,  who  had  feen 
enough  of  it  in  my  younger  travels,  I  found  nothing 
new  but  the  Stadt-houfe  at  Amfterdam,  which, 
though  a  great  fabric,  yet  anfwered  not  the  expeda- 
tion  I  had,  from  fo  much  time,  and  fo  vaft  expence, 
as  had  been  employed  to  raife  it :  which  put  me  in 
mind  of  what  the  Cavaliero  Bernini  faid  of  the  Lou- 
vre,  wnen  he  was  fent  for  to  take  a  view  of  it,  that 
it  was  una  granpiccola  cofa .  The  chief  pleafure  I  had 
in  my  journey  was,  to  obferve  the  ftrange  freedom 
that  all  men  took  in  boats  and  inns,  and  all  other 
common  places,  of  talking  openly  whatever  they 
thought  upon  all  the  public  affairs,  both  of  their  own 
State,  and  their  neighbours :  and  this  I  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  finding  more  by  being  incógnito ,  and  think 
Jt  the  greateíl  piece  of  the  liberty  that  country  fo 
much  valúes  ;  the  government  being  otherwife  as 
íevere,  and  the  taxes  as  hard,  as  among  any  of  their 
neighbours. 

At  our  return  from  Amfterdam  we  lay  two  nights 
at  the  Hague,  where  I  made  a  vifit  to  Monfieur  de 
Witt :  I  told  him  who  I  was,  but  that,  having  paífed 
unknown  through  the  country  to  all  but  himfelf,  I 
defired  I  might  do  fo  ftill.  I  told  him,  my  only  bu- 
ftnds  was,  to  fee  the  things  moft  confiderable  in  the 
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country,  and  I  thought  f  íhould  lofe  my  credit,  if  I 
left  it  without  feeing  him.  He  took  my  compliment 
very  well,  and  returned  it,  by  faying,  he  had  receiv- 
cd  a  chara&er  of  me  to  my  advantage,  both  írom 
Muníler  and  BruiTels,  and  was  very  glad  to  be  ac- 
quainted  with  me  at  a  time  when  both  our  nations 
were  grown  friends ;  and  had  equal  reafon  to  look 
about  us,  upon  what  had  lately  happened  in  Flanders ; 
he  feemed  much  to  regret  the  late  unhappy  quarrel  be- 
tween  us,which  had  made  way  for  this  new  war  among 
our  neighbours.  He  laid  the  fault  of  ours  wholly 
upon  Sir  George  Downing,  who  having  been  Envoy 
from  Cromwell  at  a  time  when  the  States  were  forced 
to  obferve  good  meafures  with  him  ;  Sir  George  had 
made  ufe  of  that  difpofition,  to  get  a  great  deal  of 
money  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  were  wil- 
lin°-  to  bribe  his  good  offices,  in  forne  difputes  that 
remained  between  the  two  companies :  that,  having 
been  continued  in  the  fame  employment  by  the  King, 
he  thought  to  drive  the  fame  trade  •,  but,  finding  the 
company  more  ftanch,  he  had  taken  upon  him  to 
purfue  a  difpute  about  the  oíd  pretenfions,  upon  the 
lofs  of  the  Bonadventure,  as  an  affair  of  State  between 
the  nations,  whereas  it  was  left  by  our  treaties  to  be 
purfued  only  as  a  procefs  between  the  parties.  ■■  That, 
in  their  treaty  with  Cromwell,  all  pretenfions  on  both 
fides  were  cut  off,  but  with  this  claufe  :  Liceat  autem 
(to  fuch  as  were  concerned  in  that  affair  of  the  Bon¬ 
adventure)  ¿ítem  inceptam  prefequi.  That,  this  treaty 
having  been  made  the  model  of  that  concluded  with 
his  Majefty  foon  after  his  reíloration,  that  claufe  con¬ 
tinued  ftill  in  the  new  treaty  •,  and  the  procefs  which 
had  been  begun  long  before  Cromweil’s  treaty,  be- 
fore  the  Magiílrates  of  Amílerdam,  had  ífill  gone  on 
after  their  treaty  with  the  King,  according  to  the  true 
intention  of  that  claufe.  That  Mr.  Cary,  who  was 
employed  to  purfue  it  in  the  ñame  of  Courtin’s  exe- 
‘  '  cutors? 
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cutors,  had  brotight  it  vcry  near  a  compofition,  de- 
manding  íorty  thoufand  pounds  for  all  pretenfions, 
and  the  Dutch  offering  thirty.  That  he  (Monfieur 
de  Witt)  to  end  this  affair,  had  appointed  a  meeting 
with  Mr.  Cary,  who  had  fince  confeffed  to  his  friends, 
that  he  was  refolved  to  end  it  at  that  meeting,  and 
rather  to  take  the  Dutch  ofifer,  than  let  the  fuit  run 
on  ^  but  that  very  morning  Sir  George  Downing  fent 
for  him,  told  him  it  was  a  matter  of  State  between 
the  two  nations,  and  not  only  a  concern  of  prívate 
men  ;  and  therefore  abfolutely  forbid  him  to  go  on 
with  any  treaty  about  it,  otherwife  than  by  his  com- 
munication  and  confent :  that  he  would  put  in  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  States  upon  it,  and  inftead  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  which  he  demanded,  would  under- 
rake  to  get  him  fourlcore,  and  that  he  was  fure  the 
Dutch  would  give  a  great  deal  more,  rather  than  ven- 
ture  a  quarrel  with  his  Majefty. 

This  courfe  he  puríued,  made  extravagant  demands, 
and  with  great  infolence  ;  made  the  fame  reprelenta- 
tions  to  our  Court,  and  pofielfed  fome  of  the  Mini- 
íters  that  he  would  get  great  funis  of  money,  both 
for  his  Majefty  and  them,  if  they  would  fuffer  him 
to  treat  this  affair  after  his  own  manner ;  for  he  was 
fure  the  Dutch  would  go  very  far  in  that  kind,  if  they 
faw  there  was  no  other  way  to  avoid  a  war  with  Eng- 
land. 

That  Monfieur  de  Witt  for  his  part  thought  they 
y/ere  a  free  State  no  longer,  if  they  íliould  yield  a 
point  that  they  not  only  knew  we  had  noground  for, 
but  were  fure  we  knew  it  as  well  as  they ;  and  that 
whatever  the  States  fhoulcl  give  upon  this  occafion, 
might  be  demanded  at  aqy  time  by  our  Court  upon 
any  other,  fince  none  could  have  lefs  pretence. 

This  was  all  the  account  he  thought  fit  at  leaft  to 
give  me  of  this  war ;  but  other  politic  reafoners 
among  the  Dutch  pretended  to  give  feveral  others, 
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Some  faid,  the  Duke’s  military  genios  made  hirn  de- 
firou?  to  enter  upon  fome  aftion  abroad,  and  be  ac 
the  head  of  a  great  fleet  againft  a  State  he  never  had 
been  a  friend  to  :  that  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  had 
long  had  a  pique  to  their  country,  upon  fome  ufage 
he  relentecí  during  his  being  an  officer  there  :  that  he 
had  a  very  mean  opinión  of  their  fleets,  as  well  as 
their  other  forces,  íinte  the  fuccefíes  of  the  Engliih 
in  the  firft  war  during  the  Ufurper’s  time  :  that  fome 
of  the  Minifters  were  pofíeíTeá  with  an  opinión  of 
getting  money,  by  only  threatening  a  war,  without 
intention  of  feeing  it  brought  to  efFedt-,  and  had  let 

4-  J  C-' 

it  run  on  fo  far,  till  it  was  too  late  to  go  back.  Some 
others  attributed  Sir  Thomas  ClifFord’s  violence  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  pra&ices  with  our  Eaft- 
India  company,  to  a  deeper  deíign  ;  and  would  have 
the  matter  of  religión  concerned  in  the  quarrel,  as 
their  pamphlets  ftill  endeavoured  during  the  war  : 
and  theie  will  not  believe,  that,  when  all  Chriften- 
dom  was  at  peace,  fuch  a  war  Could  be  begun  mere- 
ly  upon  a  chicane,  about  the  lofs  of  a  íhip  or  two  fo 
inany  years  fince.  There  are  others  that  lay  the  war 
upon  theconduít  of  France,  by  which,  they  fay,  we 
were  engaged  in  it :  that  the  prefent  King  was  refol- 
ved  to  purlue  the  oíd  fcheme  laid  by  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu,  of  extending  the  bounds  of  France  to  the  Rhine, 
for  which  ends  the  conqueft  of  Lorrain  and  Flanders 
was  to  be  firft  atchieved.  That  the  purchafe  of  Dun- 
kirk  from  us  was  fo  violently  purfued  for  this  end, 
without  which  they  could  not  well  begin  a  war  upon 
Flanders.  That  after  this  they  had  endeavoured  to 
engage  the  prefent  Miniftry  in  Holland,  to  renew  the 
meafures  once  taken  in  Cardinal  Richlieu’s  time,  for 
dividing  Flanders  between  France  and  Holland:  but, 
not  fucceeding  in  it,  they  had  turned  all  their  in¬ 
trigues  to  engage  us  in  a  war,  which  might  make 
room  for  their  invafion  of  Flanders,  whilft  the  two 
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neighbours,  rnoft  concerned  in  its  defence,  fliould  be 
deep  in  a  quarrel  between  themfelves :  that  they 
made  both  parties  believe  they  would  aflift  them  if 
tliere  were  occafion,  and  would  certainly  have  done 
it  :  that  as  they  took  part  with  Holland  upon  our 
firft  fuccefies  at  lea,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Muníler’s  trea- 
ty  ;  fo,  if  the  fuccefies  had  been  great  on  the  Dutch 
fide,  they  would  have  aflifted  us  in  order  to  prolong 
the  war. 

The  fe  are  difcourfes  current  in  Holland  upon  this 
fubjeél  i  and  I  had  rather  give  you  thofe  of  others 
upon  it,  than  any  of  my  own.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
will  be  able  to  judge  whether  any  of  thefe  Dutch  rea- 
fonings  are  true,  or  which  are  moft  probable.  For 
my  part  I  can  only  fay,  that,  however  the  war  began, 
I  am  very  glad  it  is  ended  •,  but  forry  it  has  made 
way  for  another,  which,  if  it  lafts  any  time,  is  like  to 
involve  us,  and  perhaps  all  the  reft  of  the  neighbours, 
either  in  a  new  war,  or  in  new  dangers.  For  if  the 
French  íhall  carry  Flanders,  as  they  very  well  may 
in  another  campaign,  by  the  weaknefs  and  diforders 
in  the  government  here  ;  the  Dutch  are  fenfible  that 
they  muft  fall  to  be  a  maritime  province  of  France, 
upon  the  beft  terms  they  can.  The  Empire  will  ex- 
pe£t  to  lee  them  ioon  at  the  Rhine,  and  thereby  ma- 
fters  of  four  Eleítors  •,  and  what  a  condition  England 
will  be  left  in.by  fuch  an  acceflion  of  maritime  forces,  as 
well  as  provinces,  to  fuch  a  power  as  France  is  already, 
is  but  too  eafy  and  too  melancholy  a  refle&ion.  The 
Dutch  are  much  exafperated  at  this  invafion  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  both  as  dangerous  and  as  fcornful  to  them  in 
particular ;  for  they  fay  that  France,  till  the  very 
time  of  their  march,  gave  conftant  affurances  to  the 
States,  both  by  the  Frencli  AmbaíTador  here,  and 
by  their  AmbaíTador  at  París,  that  they  would  not 
invade  Flanders  without  firft  taking  their  meafures 
upon  it  with  tire  States  themfelves.  I  find  our  Court 
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are  as  much  provoked  on  the  other  fide,  not  only  up- 
on  this  newdanger,  but  alfo  upon  the  French  having 
declared  war  againft  us  in  favour  of  Holland,  with- 
out  the  leaíl  pretence  of  injury,  or  other  occafion  ; 
fo  that,  if  we  both  underftood  or  trufted  one  another, 
it  is  likely  we  íhould  be  both  of  a  mind  in  this  mat- 
ter  •,  but,  after  fuch  a  íharp  war  as  hath  been  for  two 
years  between  us,  and  fuch  a  fnarling  peace  as  that  at 
Breda,  I  do  not  well  fee  how  this  can  happen  before  it 
be  too  late,  and  fo  muft  leave  thefe  contemplations 
to  fuch  as  are  in  the  minifixy,  both  in  England  and 
Holland,  as  well  as  Spain  and  the  Empire,  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  are  wife  and  neceífary  in  fuch  a  con- 
junéture  ;  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  important  that 
has  been  a  great  while  in  Chriftendom,  and  may 
have  confequences  that  none  alive  will  fee  the  end  of. 
It  is  time  I  am  fure  that  you  íhould  fee  an  end  of 
this  long  letter,  and  come  to  the  aífurances  of  my 
being  ever,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

To  Sir  George  Savile. 

S  I  R,  _  Bruífels,  Dec.  9,  N.  S.  1667. 

BEcaufe  my  wife  aífures  me  I  am  not  wholly  loft 
in  your  favour  and  memory,  I  will  not  run  any 
farther  venture  of  forfeiting  my  title  for  want  of  lay- 
ing  claim  to  it,  but  make  ufe  of  the  fmalleít  occa¬ 
fion  rather  than  none  in  a  matter  wherein  I  am  fo 
much  and  fo  juftly  concerned. 

_  This  place  never  was  in  a  worfe  poíture  to  furniíh 
either  a  war  or  a  Gazette  than  at  this  time,  for  the 
troops  are  all  mouldering  in  their  winter  quarters ; 
and,  as  the  greateít  calms  ordinarily  lucceed  the 
greateíl  ílorms,  fo,  lince  the  heat  of  news  and  occur- 
rences  here  during  the  late  campaign,  I  have  hardly 
known  a  place  where  lefs  of  both  were  íiirring ;  aftion 
and  invention  feeming  to  have  ended  together.  There 

is 
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is  indeed  a  new  difference  between  the  two  Crowns 
arifen  this  winter ;  which  is,  that  France  talks  of 
peace,  but  prepares  for  war ;  and  Spain  talks  of  war, 
but  prepares  hitherto  as  if  they  were  fure  of  peace  : 
they  fay  at  prefent  they  are  off  that  with  Portugal, 
which  is  the  only  thing  yet  in  fight  that  can  make  the 
other  neceflary  to  them. 

Becaufe  my  wife  tells  me  yon  were  contení  with  the 
laft  papers  I  íent  of  the  Román  news,  I  take  occafion 
to  continué  it  by  the  inclofed,  though  there  be  feldom 
any  thing  in  it  worth  confidering  at  this  diftance,  un- 
lefs  it  be  the  ítyle,  and  the  quiet  of  that  fcene,  which* 
like  the  upper  región,  has  no  Ihare  in  the  ítorms  of 
that  below.  And  befides,  as  men  have  more  curioíity 
to  enquire  how  a  great  man  íleeps,  than  what  a  mean 
man  does  all  day  long  ;  fo  the  very  reíl  and  idlenefs  of 
that  Román  Court  feems,  among  the  difcourfers,  more 
worth  knowing,  than  the  bufy  motions  of  many  fmall 
ones  in  this  northern  continent,  who  yet  at  this  time 
pretend  to  be  confidered,  and  to  make  a  noiíe. 

This  is  all  I  can  fay  to  excufe  my  inclofure  of  fuch 
papers,  unlefs  it  be  that,  to  tell  a  plain  truthf  I  was 
very  glad  of  the  occafion  to  aífure  you  that  I  am  ever, 
with  very  much  paffion,  as  well  as  with  niuch  reafon, 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 


The  triple  alliance  was  made  in  January  1668. 

To  Sir  "John  Temple . 

SIR,  London,  Jan.  2,  N.  S.  j 668, 

YO  U  will  wonder  to  lee  a  letter  from  this  place, 
my  laft  having  been  from  BruíTels,  without  any 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  journey  :  and,  becaufe  my  ftay  here 
ís  like  to  be  very  ftiort,  and  my  time  extremely  filled, 
I  take  the  firíl  hour  I  can  find,  to  give  you  fome  ac- 
count  of  this  adventure. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  my  laíl  an  exprefs  carne  to  me  from  his 
Majefty,  commanding  me  to  come  immediately  into 
England  with  all  the  ipeed  I  could  poífibly  make, 
but  to  talce  the  Hague  in  my  way,  and  there,  upon  the 
credit  of  a  vifit  I  made  Monfieur  de  Witt  laíl  Sep- 
tember,  and  which  pafled  very  well  between  us,  to 
make  him  another,  and  let  him  know  his  Majefty  had 
commanded  me  to  do  fo  on  purpofe,  to  inform  my- 
felf  of  the  opinions  he  had  concerning  the  French 
late  invafion  in  Flanders,  their  great  iuccefs  there, 
and  the  appearances  of  fo  much  greater  this  enfuing 
fpring ;  the  thoughts  he  had  of  what  was  the  true  in¬ 
terdi  of  his  Majefty,  the  States,  and  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom  upon  this  occafion :  that  his  Majefty, 
by  knowing  his  mind,  íhould  believe  he  knew  a  great 
deal  of  that  of  the  States,  and  thouo-ht  he  might  there - 
by  be  enabled  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  might  be 
neceíTary  for  him  in  this  conjundlure. 

I  obeyed  this  fummons,  fpoke  with  Monfieur  de 
Witt,  entered  into  great  confidences  with  him,  made 
report  of  all  to  his  Majefty  at  my  arrival  here  ;  gave 
Monfieur  de  Witt  the  charadler  I  think  he  deferves, 
of  a  very  able  and  faithful  Minifter  to  his  State,  and, 

I  thought,  a  fincere  dealer,  very  different  from  what 
Sir  George  Downing  had  given  of  him  at  Court, 
who  would  have  him  pafs  for  fuch  another  as  himfelf, 
but  only  a  craftier  man  in  the  trade  than  he. 

Upon  all  this,  his  Majefty  carne  laíl  night  to  a  re- 
folution  of  the  greateíl  importance  which  has  yet  paf- 
fed,  I  think,  here  in  any  foreign  affair,  and  begun  the 
new  year,  I  hope,  with  a  good  prefage,  and  in  which 
the  new  Miniftry,  particularly  my  Lord  Keeper  and 
my  Lord  Arlington,  have  had  a  very  great  part : 
mine  will  be  to  return  immediately  upon  it  into  Hol- 
land,  where,  if  it  pleafe  God  I  arrive  and  fucceed,  I 
expedí  a  great  deal  of  fatisfadlion  by  my  errand,  and 
much  the  greater  by  knowing  that  you  will  have  a 
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great  dcal  in  it  too,  as  in  an  affair  í  remember  to  be 
lo  agreeable  with  what  have  been  always  your  opi- 
nioris. 

The  feafon  of  the  year  is  bad,  and  the  weather  ill, 
and  yet  my  fifter  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  come  with 
me  hit her  from  Bruííels,  and  to  refolve  to  return  with 
me  at  this  íhort  warning  to  the  Hague,  which  Will  be 
a  great  eafe  to  me  as  well  as  fatisfaclion *,  and,  by 
freeing  me  from  all  domeftic  cares,  leave  me  the 
more  liberty  for  thofe  of  my  bufiñefs,  which,  I  fore* 
fee,  will  be  enough  to  take  up  a  better  head  than 
mine.  My  wife  and  childreft  continué  here  till  I  fee 
where  my  wandering  plañe t  is  like  to  fix  ¿  but  my 
brother  Harry  refolves  to  be  of  the  party,  and  take 
this  occafion  of  feeing  Holland,  and  what  is  like  to 
pafs  in  the  world  upon  this  great  conjundture*  I  am 
called  away,  and  have  time  only  to  add  the  conftant 
profefíions  of  that  duty,  wherewith  I  am,  and  fhall 
be  ever,  Sir,  your,  &c. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington* 


My  Lord,  Llague,  Jan,  24,  N.  S.  r 668* 

PON  laft  Friday  at  night  I  gave  your  Lordíhip 
the  account  of  what  advance  I  had  then  made 
in  my  negotiation,  and  of  the  point  where  it  was  then 
arrefted,  with  defircs  of  his  Majeíty’s  pleafure ;  where- 
upon,  having  fpent  that  whole  day  in  debates,  I  had 
littie  time  left  for  that  letter,  but  intended  to  malee 
lome  amends  for  the  haíte  of  it,  within  two  days,  by 
a  difpatch  With  the  yacht,  and,  though  delayed  a  lit¬ 
tie  longer,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  more  unwelcome  by 
bringing  your  Lordíhip  a  fuller  and  final  account, 
which  may  be  allowed  to  fürprife  you  a  littie  there, 
fince  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  miracle  here,  not  only 
by  thofe  that  heard  it,  but  even  by  the  Commiífio- 
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üers  themfelves,  who  have  had  the  whole  tranfaétion 
of  it,  which  I  íhall  now  acquaint  your  Lordíhip 
with. 

Upon  my  two  firft  conferences  with  Monfieur  de 
Witt,  which  were  the  Tuefday  and  Wednefday,  I 
found  him  much  fatisfied  with  his  Majefty’s  refolu- 
don  concerning  our  neighbours  ;  but  of  the  opinión, 
that  the  condition  of  forcing  Spain  was  necefíary  to 
our  com mon  end,  and  to  clear  the  means  towards  it 
from  all  accidents  that  may  arife.  For  the  defeníive 
league,  he  was  of  his  former  opinión,  that  it  fhould 
be  negotiated  between  us  ^  but  upon  the  projeót  of- 
fered  his  Majefty  at  Schevelin,  by  which  all  matter  of 
commerce  might  be  fo  adjufted,  as  to  leave  no  feeds 
of  any  new  quarrels  between  the  nations. 

After  two  very  long  conferences  upon  thefe  points, 
we  ended  with  fome  diíference  upon  the  neceííity  of 
concluding  both  parts  of  my  projeíts  at  the  fame 
time  ;  but,  for  the  reft,  with  great  confidence  and  fa- 
íisfaótion  in  one  another’s  fincere  and  frank  way  of 
treating,  fince  the  firft  overtures  between  us. 

The  firft  time  I  faw  him,  he  told  me  I  carne  upon 
a  day  he  íhould  always  efteem  very  happy,  both  in 
refpeíl  of  his  Majefty’s  refolutions  which  I  brought, 
and  of  thofe  which  the  States  had  taken  about  the 
difpofal  of  the  chief  commands  in  their  army,  by 
making  Prince  IVíaurice  and  Monfieur  Wurtz  Camp- 
mafters-general,  and  the  Prince  of  Tarante  and 
Rhingrave  Generáis  of  the  horfe,  each  to  command 
in  abíence  of  the  other.  He  told  me  all  the  detail  of 
that  difpofition,  but  the  reft  I  remember  not  welh  I 
laid  hold  on  this  occafion  (as  indeed  I  thought  was 
neceífary)  to  fay  that  his  Majefty  gave  me  order  con¬ 
cerning  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  which  he  took  very 
well,  and  faid,  was  very  obliging  to  the  States  ;  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  never  failed  to  fee  the  Prince 
once  or  twice  a  week,  and  grew  to  have  a  particular 
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afteétion  íor  him,  and  wculd  tcll  me  plainly,  that 
the  States  defigned  the  Captain-generalfhip  of  all  the 

torces  for  him  ío  foon  as  by  his  age  he  grew  capable 
ofit. 

The  next  day  was  my  audience,  which  paffed  with 
all  the  refpedt  that  could  be  given  his  Majefty’s  cha- 
raéler ;  and  the  next  morning  began  my  conference 
with  the  eight  Commifíioners  of  fecret  aífairs :  I  ex- 
pofed  my  powers,  and  faw  theirs,  in  purfuit  whereof 
1  oífered  them  the  projeót  of  the  defeníive  league,  as 
that  which  was  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  farther 
negotiations,  and  without  which  perhaps  neither  of 
us  Ihould  be  very  forward  to  fpeak  our  minds  with 
confidence  and  freedom,  in  what  concerned  our 
neighbours,  being  1  kely  therein  to  íliock  fo  great 
powers  abroad  :  I  told  them,  for  the  reft,  his  Ivía- 
jeíly  having  refolved,  as  far  as  he  could  in  honour, 
to  comply  with  the  fenfe  of  the  States,  in  the  offices 
of  mediation  betwcen  the  two  Crowns  \  I  was  firít  to 
expeft  from  them  the  knowledge  of  the  States  refo- 
iution,  in  cafe  they  were  already  agreed. 

I  took  this  courfe  in  my  firft  propcfals,  becaúfe  I 
found  here,  that  the  Provinces  were  not  yct  refolved 
upon  theirs,  five  of  them  only  having  fallen  upon 
t  iat  of  Monfieur  de  Witt  5  but  Zealand  being  of 
opinión  to  agree  with  France  for  dividing  Flanders  ^ 
and  Utrecht,  for  fuffering  France  only  to  retain  the 
laft  year’s  conqueft,  by  way  of  compromiso  till  their 
preteníions  were  adjudged  before  competent  arbiters 
to  be  agreed  by  the  two  Crowns,  or  by  the  joint  me- 
diators  :  and  I  was  in  hopes,  that,  knowing  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  refolutions  to  join  with  them,  before  they  were 
agreed  among  themfelves,  it  might  produce  fome 
couníels  among  them  a  little  more  favourable  to 
Flanders,  and  confequently  more  honourable  to  his 
Majefty. 
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After  my  propofals,  Moníieur  de  Witt  was,  by  the 
reft  of  the  Commiffioners,  defired  to  fpeak  for  thern 
ají  in'the  condudt  of  our  conferences •,  who,  after  a 
preamble  of  the  ufual  forms,  and  compliments  upoa 
his  Majefty’s  happy  dilpofitions  to  enter  into  a  nearer 
alliance  with  the  States  upon  the  mentioned  points, 
declared  the  fame  refolution  in  the  States,  and,  al- 
lowing  our  confidence  by  a  defenfive  league  for  the 
bafis  of  the  reft,  faid,  the  States  were  very  willing  de 
faire  infufer  les  claufes  pour  la  feureté  commune  dans  les 
articles  de  la  mediation  *,  and  was  large  upon  this  ar- 
gument,  that,  the  laft  being  of  very  preíling  hafte  as 
well  as  neceffity,  and  they  having  already  order  from 
their  Provinces  to  proceed  upon  it,  they  could  not 
have  the  fame  powers  upon  the  defenfive,  being  a  new 
matter,  under  íix  weeks  or  two  months  time,  but,  as 
foon  as  they  received  them,  would  proceed  to  give 
their  Ambañador  in  England  powers  to  fall  upon 
that  treaty,  which  muft,  for  a  baíis,  have  at  the  fame 
time  an  adjuftment  of  matters  of  commcrce,  for  his 
forementioned  reafons. 

I  thought  fit  to  cut  this  matter  íhort,  and  told 
them  directly,  I  had  no  orders  to  proceed  upon  any 
other  points,  but  in  confequence  or  conjundlion  of 
the  defenfive  league  *,  in  which  I  thought  his  Majefty 
had  all  the  reafons  that  could  be,  both  becaufe  he 
would  not  venture  a  war’s  endino;  in  Flanders  to  be- 
gin  upon  England;  and  on  the  other  fide  knew  the 
States,  whofe  danger  v/as  nearer,  would  never  be  ca- 
pable  cf  taking  any  vigorous  refolutio'ns  in  their  neigh- 
bours  affairs,  till  they  were  fecure  at  heme  by  hisMa- 
jefty’s  defence. 

That  his  Majefty  thought  the  moft  generous  and 
friendly  ad vanee,  that  could  be,  was  made  on  his 
fide,  by  his  propoíition,  being  himfelf  fo  rnuch  more 
out  of  danger  than  they  were,  and  fo  much  courted 
to  a  conjunélion  with  France  to  their  prejudice,  as 
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well  as  that  of  Flanders ;  that  they  had  not  made  a 
dimculcy  or  fuch  alliances  with  Princes,  who  had  latelv 
des  melees  with  them  as  well  as  his  Majefty  }  and  that 
God  be  thanked,  his  Majefty  was  not  in  condition  tó 

havefuch  an  offer  refufed  by  any  Prince  or  State  of 
Lhnftendom. 

Thefe  were  the  fum  of  our  difcourfes,  thouoh  very 
long,  and  fuch  as  occafioned  the  Commiffioners  to 
withdraw  thrice  and  confult  together  ;  though  nothin^ 
was  refolved,  but  that  Monfieur  de  Witt  and  Mon- 
fieur  Ifbrant  íhould  fpend  the  afternoon  with  me  at 
my  lodging,  to  endeavour  the  adjufting  of  circum- 

ftances  between  us,  lince  we  feemed  to  apree  in  fub- 
flanee.  ° 

That  conference  ended,  as  I  gave  your  Lordíhip 
notice  that  evening,  upon  the  point,  that,  inftead  of 
the  piojeéc  of  Schevelin,  or  any  new  adjuftment  con- 
cerning  manne  affairs,  the  States  would  proceed  up¬ 
on  his  Majefty  s  projeft  of  a  defeníive  league,  provi- 
ded  the  proviíional  articles  in  the  Breda  treaty 
miglit  be  inferted  and  perpetuated  in  this,  and  there- 
upon  we  Ihould  expedt  his  Majefty ’s  anfwer  to  what  I 
íhould  write  that  night. 

The  next  being  Saturday  morning,  I  deíired  ano- 
ther  conference  with  my  tvvo  Commiffioners,  but 
could  not  have.it  till  the  afternoon,  they  beino-  to  re¬ 
pon  that  morning  to  the  States  what  had  paífed  the 
evening  before.  At  our  meeting  after  noon,  they  told 
me  their  communication  of  all  to  the  States,  and  their 
Lordíhips.  reíolution  upon  them,  that  it  was  neceíla- 
ry  the  articles  provifional  íhould  be  inferted  in  the 
treaty  ;  fo  as  I  began  to  doubt  a  ftop  of  all  till  his 
Majefty’s  anfwer,  which  fubjefted  all  to  uncertain* 
ties  :  I  knew  the  French  Ambaffador  was  grown  into 
very  ill  humour  upon  my  arrival,  and  fallen  into 
complain ts  and  expoftulations  with  feveral  of  the 
States  5  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  could  not  fee  Mon¬ 
fieur 
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ñeur  de  Witt  from  my  coming  over  till  that  time, 
though  he  liad  often  preíTed  ic,  and  liad  an  hour  given 
him  the  next  day  •,  Monfieur  de  Witt  having  pro- 
mifed  to  fee  him,  as  he  went  to  church  after  noon. 
Upon  this  I  knew  likewife  he  had  difpatched  a  cou- 
rier  to  París,  which  I  thoilght  would  malee  no  delay, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  fall  upon  all  the  inftances 
and  expedients  I  could,  to  draw  up  a  fudden  conclu- 
fion.  í  told  them  I  defired  it  extremely,  before  I 
could  hear  again  out  of  England,  becaufe  I  had  left 
Monfieur  Ruvigny  very  buly  at  my  coming  away, 
and  not  unbefriended  •,  that  I  feared  the  lame  artí¬ 
fices  of  France  to  difturb  us  here,  and  perhaps  Mon¬ 
fieur  d’Eftrades  might,  at  his  next  meeting,  endea- 
vour  to  infufe  fome  jealoufies  into  them,  by  the  re- 
lation  of  what  had  pafied  between  your  Lordíhip  and 
Monfieur  Ruvigny  three  or  four  days  after  the  date 
of  my  firft  inftrudtions  ;  upon  which  I  told  them 
frankly  (as  his  Majefty  gave  me  leave)  what  had  paf- 
fed  in  that  affair.  Monfieur  de  Witt  alked  me  whe- 
ther  I  could  íhew  him  the  paper  drawn  up  between 
you ;  and,  knowing  I  had  it  not,  defired  earneftly  I 
would  procure  it  him,  aífuring  me  no  ufe  íliould  be 
made  of  it,  but  by  joint  confent :  but  faying,  nothing 
would  ferve  fo  far  to  juítify  them,  in  cafe  of  a  breach 
growing  neceífary  between  them  and  France,  I  pro- 
mifed  to  write  to  your  Lordíhip  about  it,  which  I 
defire  you  will  pleafe  to  take  notice  of. 

1  told  Monfieur  de  Witt,  what  confidence  I  had 
given  his  Majefty  of  his  fincere  proceedings,  and  how 
1  had  been  fupported  by  your  Lordíhip  in  thofe  fugge- 
ftions,  againft  the  opinión  of  fome  other  great  men  : 
what  advantage  thefe  would  take  if  they  faw  our 
whole  negotiation  was  ftopped  upon  a  thing  that  look- 
ed  like  a  chicanerie ,  fince  articles  provifional  till  new 
agreements  were  in  efteft  as  ftrong  as  perpetual, 
which  niight  itfelf  be  changed  by  new  agr.  ements  { 

X  4  that 


/ 


3 20  Letters  of  Sir  WilUam  Temple, 

that  this  woulcl  be  efteemed  an  artífice  of  his,  efpeci- 
.  v  lince  he  had  declared,  upon  my  afkinghim,  that 
it  was  his  own  opinión  (and  that  he  would  tell  the 
States  fo  íf  they  demanded  it)  not  to  conclude  with- 
out  infeition  of  thofe  articles,  v/hich  yet  he  could  not 
oeny  to  be  of  prefent  forcé  :  for  that  they  allowed  ; 
but  feemed  to  doubt,  that,  referring  in  the  treaty  of 
■Breda  to  a  new  treaty,  they  would  be  invalidated,  if 
a  new  treaty  íhould  pafs  without  their  confirmation. 

T  found  Monfieur  Iíbrant  was  content  with  my 
reafons,  and  faid  he  would  undertake  his  Province 
íhould  be  fo ;  but  Monfieur  de  Witt  faid,  Holland 
and  Zealand  would  not,  I  told  them  at  laft,  that  I 
was  hire  the  States  would  not  think  fit  to  lofe  the  ef- 
fedl  of  the  league  propofed  upon  fuch  a  point  as  this, 
and  that  they  intended  only  to  have  the  advantage  of 
feeing  his  Majeíly  s  refolution,  in  anfwer  to  my  let- 
ter,  before  they  concluded,  with  refolutions  however, 
that  this  Ihould  not  hinder  at  laft :  that  I  forefaw 
many  things  might  arife  in  ten  days  time,  to  break 
al!  our  good  intentions,  and  fome  more  than  I  had 
told  them,  or  could  at  prefent ;  that,  if  they  knew 
me,  and  how  far  I  was  to  be  truííed  where  I  gave  my 
word,  I  would  propofe  an  expedient  to  them  ;  but, 
being  !o  new  among  them,  I  thought  it  was  to  no 
puipofe  :  there  I  paufed.  They  defired  me  I  Vv',ould 
propofe  however,  and  fo  I  did  ;  which  was,  That  we 
íhould  prcceed  to  draw  up  the  whole  projeít,  and 
íign  as  íoon  as  .was  poffible  ;  and  that,  in  cafe  I  after- 
wards  received  nis  Majeíly’s  leave,  in  anfwer  of  my 
Friday  s  letter,  to  iníert  thofe  provifional  articles,  I 
would  freely  cedare  it  to  them,  and  iníert  them  in  a 
feparate  article,  to  be  a  part  of  the  defenfive  league. 
They  both  looked  a  while  one  upon  another,  and, 
afterapaufe,  Monfieur  de  Witt  gave  me  his  hand' 
and,  after  a  compliment  upon  the  confidence  he  had 
turben  in  ni^  lace,  and  in  the  reíf  of  my  deannrT  unce 
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our  firft  commer ce,  tcld  me,  that,  if  I  would  promife 
them  what  I  had  faid  en  homme  de  bien ,  they  would 
aík  no  farther  aflurance  of  me  •,  and  provided  the 
treaty  of  Breda  might  be  confirmed  in  the  preamble 
of  this,  to  take  away  all  fcruples  of  thofe  anieles  be- 
ing  of  lefs  forcé  than  they  were  before;  for  his  part, 
though  he  could  promife  nothing  what  the  States 
would  refolve,  yet  he  would  promife,  that  he  and 
Monfieur  Iíbrant  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  induce  them  to  proceed  upon  my  propofition. 
And  fo  ws  fell  immediately  to  digeft  our  projed  of 
the  whole  treaty  :  for  I  made  no  difficulty  of  the  con- 
firmation  propoied,  knowing  that  new  treaties  ufe  to 
begin  by  confirmation  of  the  oíd. 

I  am  the  larger  in  this  relation,  that  his  Majefty 
may  know  upon  what  reafons  I  engaged  my  word  to 
them  in  this  point,  and  thereupon  may  give  me  leave, 
without  more  circumftances,  to  be  true  to  it,  in  cafe 
his  Majefty’s  pleafure  in  the  point  be  difpatched  away 
to  me,  upon  the  receipt  of  my  former  letter. 

After  this  difficulty  well  evaded,  we  found  none 
but  in  this  expreffion  [In  cafe  cur  perfuafions  to  Spain 
jhculd  not  prevalí ,  and  we  jhould  come  a  la  forcé  et  d  la 
ccnjlrainte\  which  I  moderated  at  firft  by  the  words 
[aux  moyens  plus  dursf  and  after wards  [aux  rnoyens  plus 
eficaces ]  •,  for  we  drewit  up  firít  in  French  :  the  other 
additions  or  enlargements,  I  daré  prefume,  his  Ma- 
jefty  will  not  be  difpleafed  with,  no  more  than  that 
article  about  Portugal,  though  I  had  no  inítruólion  in 
it,  If  I  have  failed  in  enlarging  upon  very  íhort  and 
haíly  inftruóHons,  I  moft  humbly  beg  his  Majefty’s 
pardon,  becaufe  I  am  fure  I  kept  myfelf,  as  clofe  as 
was  poffible,  to  what  I  apprehended  to  be  his  Maje- 
fry’s  fenfe  upon  rhe  whole  and  every  part. 

That  evening  being  Saturday,  or  rather  that  night 
and  Sunday  morning,  we  agreed  upon  the  projefi:  in 
f  rench,  and  gave  order  for  the  tranílating  of  it  into 
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Latin,  which  was  done,  and  perufed  by  me,  and 
agreed  to  between  twelve  and  one  that  night,  and  en- 
grofled  by  eleven  next  morning,  being  Monday,  and, 
at  a  meeting  with  the  Commiííioners,  jointly  was  fian- 
ed  and  fealed,  and  mutually  delivered  between  two 
and  three  that  afternoon ;  after  that,  time  fpent  in 
comparing  the  inftruments,  and  adjufting  the  fums, 
computed  as  the  valué  of  the  feverai  aids. 

After  fealing,  we  all  embraced  with  much  kind- 
nels  and  applaufe  of  my  faying  upon  that  occafion,  A 
Breda  comme  amis ,  icy  comme  f reres :  and  Monfieur  de 
Witt  made  me  a  moft  obliging  compliment,  of  havino- 
thehonour,  which  never  any  other  Minifter  had  before 
me,  of  drawing  the  States  to  a  refolution  and  conclu- 
fion  in  five  days,  upon  a  matter  of  the  greateíl:  impor- 
tance,  and  a  fecours  of  the  greateft  expence  they  had 
ever  engaged  in  ;  and  all  direélly  againft  the  nature 
of  their  conftitutions,  which  enjoined  them  recourfe 
to  their  Provinces  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  and  ufed 
to  draw  out  all  common  deliberations  to  months  de- 
lays ;  and  added  upon  it,  that,  now  it  was  done,  it 
looked  like  a  miracle. 


I  muíladd  three  words  to  do  him  right  in  return  of 
his  compliment,  that  1  found  him  as  plain,  as  direót, 
and  fquare,  in  the  courfe  of  this  buíinefs,  as  any  man 
could  be ;  though  often  íliífin  points  where  he  thought 
any  advantage  could  accrue  to  his  country  :  and  have 
a:l  the  reai'on  in  the  world  to  be  fatisfied  with  him, 
and  for  his  induftry  no  man  had  ever  more.  I  am 


fure,  for  thefe  five  days  at  leaft,  neither  of  us  fpent 
any  idle  hours,  neither  day  ñor  night. 

After  the  conclufion,  i  received  yeílerday  theviñts 
of  all  the  public  Minifters  in  town,  except  the  i\ni- 
bafiadors,  between  whom,  and  Envoys  extraordinary, 
ibme  difficulties  were  arifen  (they  fay,  here  firft  be- 
gun  by  Sir  George  Downing)  which  have,  in  a  man- 
ner,  fpoiled  all  commerce.  Nene  of  the  other  failed 
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to  rejoice  with  me  upon  the  conclufion  of  my  bufinefs, 
and  to  exprefs  their  adoring  his  Majefty’s  refolutions, 
which,  in  this  conjun&ure,  they  fay,  have  given  new 
life  to  all  the  Courts  of  Chriftendom,  whoie  counfels 
were  befóte  in  the  greateft  perplexities  and  diforder 
that  could  be.  They  fay  his  Majefty  will  have  the 
fole  honour  of  giving  either  peace  to  Chriftendom, 
or  a  balance  to  the  wats  ;  and  has  fhewn,  that  all 
muft  follow  what  he  gives  a  head  to.  Much  more  of 
this  kind  I  hear  from  all  hands,  and  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt  their  meaning  what  they  fay. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  your  Lordfhip  the  fmooth 
fide  only  of  this  conclufion,  and  now  you  muft  receive 
the  rough  :  for,  having  concerted  with  the  Commiflio- 
ners,  that  Monfieur  de  Witt  and  I  íhould  give  parí  of 
our  treaty  (all  but  the  feparate  articles)  to  the  French. 
and  Spanifh  AmbalTadors  ;  the  firft  we  performed 
this  afternoon,  the  laft  we  intend  to  morrow  morning. 

The  French  Ambafiador  had  becn  much  fur- 
prized  with  our  conclufion  :  for,  upon  our  firft  con- 
ference  with  the  Commiflioners,  he  had  faid,  Tout 
cela  den  ira  en  fumée ,  et  que  le  roy  fon  maitre  / en  moc- 
quercit.  The  day  before  our  figning,  being  told  we 
advanced  verv  faft,  he  replied  :  Et  bien ,  d’icy  a  ftx 
femaines  nous  en  parlerons ,  relying  upon  the  forms  of 
the  State,  to  run  the  circle  of  their  towns. 

Upon  our  giving  him  part  of  the  whoie  bufinefs, 
he  replied  coldly,  that  he  doubted  we  had  not  taken 
a  risht  wav  to  our  end  •,  that  the  fourth  article  of  the 

O  *  % 

fecond  inftrument  was  not  in  terms  very  proper  to  be 
digefted  bv  a  king  of  tvventy-nine  years  oíd,  and  at 
the  head  of  eighty  thoufand  men  :  that,  if  we  had  join- 
ed  both  to  defire  his  Mafter  to  prolong  the  offer  he 
had  madeof  a  cefiation  of  arms  till  the  time  we  pro- 
pofed,  and,  withal,  not  to  inove  his  arms  farther  in 
Flanders,  thongh  Spain  íliould  refufe,  we  might  hope 
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and  forcé  him  to  compliance,  by  leagues  between 
ourfelves,  or  with  Spain,  though  Sweden  and  the  Ger¬ 
mán  Princes  íhould  join  with  us,  he  knew  his  Mafter 
ne  fiecheroit  pas ,  and  that  it  would  come  to  a  war  of 
forty  years.  From  this  he  fell  a  little  warmly  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  States,  faying,  they  knew  his 
Mafter’s  refolutions  upon  thofe  two  points,  neither  to 
prolong  the  ceffation  propofed  beyond  the  end  of 
Match,  ñor  to  defift  the  purfuit  of  his  conque fts  with 
his  own  arms,  in  cafe  Spain  confented  not  to  his  de- 
mands  within  that  term.  He  faid,  his  Majefty,  not 
being  their  ally,  might  trcat  and  conciude  what  he 
pleafed,  without  their  offence  ;  but  for  the  States,  who 
were  their  neareft  ally,  to  conciude  fo  much  to  his 
Mafter’s  difrefpeét  at  leaft,  and  without  communicat- 
ing  with  him  the  AmbaíTador  at  all  during  the  whole 
treaty,  he  muft  leave  it  to  his  Mafter  to  interpret  as 
he  thought  fit.  Monfieur  de  Witt  defended  their 
caufe,  and  our  common  intentions,  with  great  phlegm, 
but  great  fteddinefs,  and  told  me,  after  he  was  gone, 
that  this  was  the  leaft  we  could  expedí  at  firft  from  a 
Frenchman  *,  and  that  I  íhould  do  well,  however,  to 
give  his  Majefty  an  account  of  it  by  the  firft,  that  we 
put  ourfelves  early  in  poílure,  to  make  good  what  we 
have  faid  $  and  that,  as  to  the  time  and  degree  of  our 
arming,  he  would  confuir  with  the  States,  and  let  me 
know  their  thoughts  to  be  communicated  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  upon  this  occafion. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  difpatch  this  away  to-morrow 
morning,  but  I  íhall  be  hindered  till  night,  by  the 
delay  oí  figning  a  feparate  articíe  with  the  Count  de 
Dona,  whereby  place  is  referved  for  Sweden  to  enter 
as  principal  into  this  treaty :  for  I  have  gone  along 
in  the  whole  bufmefs,  fince  my  coming  over,  with 
perfedl  confidence  and  concert  with  the  Count  de  Do¬ 
na,  upon  his  aífuring  me,  his  crdcrs  were  to  ccnform 
himfelf  to  his  Majefty’s  refolution  in  what  concerns 
the  two  Crowps,  though,  before  he  abfolutely  engages, 
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he  expects  from  the  Spaniards,  by  our  intcrceftion, 
lome  íupplies  for  payment  of  his  troops,  and  fome 
•  other  adjuftments  with  the  Emperor,  which  will  be 
treated  between  the  feveral  Miniftcrs  at  London  un- 
der  his  Majeíty’s  influence.  In  what  I  íhall  fign  upon 
this  occafion,  together  with  the  States,  I  confeís  to 
your  Lordfhip  to  go  beyond  my  inftruftions,  but  ap- 
prehending  it  to  be  wholly  agreeable  to  his  Majefty’s 
intentions,  and  extremely  advantageous  to  the  com- 
mon  ends  and  affairs ;  I  venture  upon  this  excefs,  and 
humbly  beg  his  Majefty’s  pardon  if  I  fail.  Your  Lord- 
fhip  will  be  troubled  with  fome  poftfcript  to-morrow, 
before  I  difpatch  an  exprefs  with  the  copies  to  be  ra- 
tified  by  his  Majefty  within  a  month,  though,  I  hope, 
a  lefs  time  will  be  taken,  thofe  of  Holland  having 
undertaken  theirs  in  fifteen  days.  I  am,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  26,  N.  S.  1668. 

SI  N  C  E  the  clofe  of  my  long  difpatch,  I  have 
every  hour  expefted  the  copies  to  be  tranfmitted 
for  his  Majefty’s  ratification,  without  being  able  to 
procure  them.  I  cannot  but  imagine  fome  occafion 
of  the  delay  may  have  been  a  defire  in  them  here  to 
interpofe  fome  time  between  the  receipt  of  my  laít 
Friday’s  letter  and  of  this  pacquet,  to  the  end  his  Ma~ 
jefty  may  in  the  mean  time  have  difpatched  his  orders 
to  me  about  the  provifional  árdeles,  though  I  cannot 
think  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  moment  inferted  or  omit- 
ted  to  either  fide. 

I  now  difpatch  the  inclofed  copies  of  the  treaty,  in 
order  to  his  Majefty’s  ratification,  which  it  is  gene- 
rally  defired  may  be  returned  as  fudden  as  poflibly; 
the  States  having  undertaken  to  have  theirs  ready  in 
fifteen  days  after  the  figning,  and  believing  it  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  jointly  and  early  to  the  mutual  coun- 
fels  of  arming,  in  cafe  France  continúes  the  difpofi- 
tions  they  feern  to  be  in  at  prefent  of  purfuing  the  war. 

My 


326  Letíers  of  Sir  William  'Temple, 

My  brother,  who  will  deliver  this  difpatch  to  your 
Lordlhip,  is  able  to  add  what  particular  circumítan- 
ces  I  may  have  omitted,  or  your  Lordlbip  lball  think 
fit  to  enquire  from  this  place  ;  and  what  he  fails, 
Count  Dona  will  fupply,  who  is  a  perfon  well  worth 
your  Lordíhip’s  particular  acquaintance  and  afiiítance 
in  his  negotiations,  or  at  leaíl  the  forms  and  en¬ 
trances  of  them,  being,  in  all  points,  our  friend. 

Yefterday  the  Spaniíh  AmbaíTador  received  the 
communication  of  our  treatiesfrom  Monfieurde  Witt 
and  me,  with  fome  defeants  upon  the  hardíhip  of  it, 
but,  I  believe,  fatisfadlion  at  heart.  I  have  this  day 
written  at  large,  and  with  all  the  inítance  imaginable, 
to  the  Marquis  de  Caftel  Rodrigo  to  induce  his  con- 
fent,  and,  immediately  upon  the  ratifications,  Ihall 
away  and  purfue  that  point  at  BrulTels. 

I  cannot  but  rejoice  in  particular  with  your  Lord- 
íhip  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  affair,  having  obferved 
in  your  Lordlbip,  as  well  as  my  Lord  Keeper,  a  con¬ 
fian  t  fteddy  bent,  in  fupporting  his  Majefty’s  refolu- 
tion,  which  is  here  fo  generally  applauded  as  the  hap- 
pieft  and  wifeft,  that  any  Prince  ever  took  for  himfelf 
or  his  neighbours :  what  in  earneft  I  hear  every  hour, 
and  from  all  hands  of  that  kind,  is  endlefs,  and  even 
extravagant.  God  of  heaven  fend  his  Majeíly’s  coun- 
fels  to  run  on  the  fame  courfe  •,  and  I  have  nothing 
left  to  wilh,  fince  I  know  your  Lordlhip  will  continué 
to  efteem  me  what  I  arn  with  fo  great  pallion  and 
truth,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman ,  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  27,  1668. 

THOUGH  I  know  my  long  difpatch  by  this 
exprefs  to  my  Lord  Arlington  will  give  your 
Lordlbip  your  íbare  of  trouble,  yet  I  could  not  omit 
the  charging  my  brother  with  a  particular  attend- 
ance  upon  your  Lordlbip  from  me,  ñor  accompa- 
nying  him  vvith  thefe  acknovdedgements  of  your 
Lordíhip’s  great  favour  and  good  opinión,  even  be- 
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fore  I  had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  yon.  I  will 
prefume  I  have  done  nothing  lince  to  forfeit  them,  as 
I  had  nothing  before  to  delerve  them  ^  and  that  my 
late  good  fortunes  at  the  Hague  will  help  to  continué 
what  my  good  fortune  alone  at  Bruífels  began,  and  my 
five  days  ílay  at  London  ferved  to  improve  in  fo 
great  a  degree.  Yet,  I  will  aífure  your  Lordfhip,  if 
I  can  make  any  farther  advance  by  the  refentments  of 
your  favour,  by  my  defires  to  deferve  it  in  the  return 
of  my  beíl  fervices,  or  by  the  true  honour  and  efteem 
of  thofe  qualities  I  have  difcovered  in  your  Lordfhip, 
upon  fo  fhort  an  acquaintance  *,  I  am  very  far  upon 
my  way  already. 

But  I  will  leave  this  fubjeót,  in  the  ñrft  place,  to 
congratúlate  with  you  upon  another  ;  which  is  the 
fuccefs  of  a  counfel,  wherein  I  obferved  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  and  my  Lord  Arlington  to  have  the  moft  fteddy 
bent,  in  promoting  a  refolution  of  his  Majefty’s  which 
is  on  this  fide  the  water  efteemed  generally  the  hap- 
pieít  and  the  wifeft  that  could  ever  have  been  taken 
by  any  Prince  in  luch  a  conjunéture,  and  upon  re- 
fpeéts  not  only  of  his  own  affairs,  but  even  thofe  of 
all  Chriítendom  befides.  It  is  not  fit  for  me  to  tell 
you  much  of  what  1  hearof  this  kind,  or  theapplau- 
íes  given  to  his  Majefty  and  his  Minifters  upon  this 
occaíion  :  to  tell  you  all,  I  am  íure,  would  be  endlefs ; 
but,  from  what  I  hear,  I  cannot  but  raife  at  leaíl  a 
happy  prefage  of  a  new  year,  and  a  new  miniftry’s 
running  on  together,  with  a  fucceflion  of  the  farne 
honour  and  good  fortunes  both  to  his  Majefty  and 
his  kingdoms. 

In  the  next  place,  I  will,  accordingto  yourorders, 
give  your  Lordíliip  an  account  of  fome  particulars 
that  fell  into  this  great  tranfaílion,  which  I  thought 
not  fit  to  trouble  my  Lord  Arlington  with,  as  not 
perhaps  proper,  or  of  weight  enough,  for  the  view  of 
his  Majefty  or  the  foreign  committee,  and  yet  worth 
the  knowledge  or  reflexión  of  fome  of  his  Minifters, 
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in  order  to  the  condud  of  his  Majefty ’s  couníels  here* 
after,  both  in  this  and  other  of  his  affairs. 

I  muíl  tell  your  Lordíhip,  that,  in  my  firíl  confer- 
ence  with  Monfieur  de  Witc  fince  my  return,  I  began 
widi  telling  him,  that  he  could  not  but  remember* 
when  I  paífed  this  way  laít  into  England,  I  told  hirn* 
opon  what  points  his  Majefty  defired,  with  the  great- 
eft  fecrefy  that  could  be,  to  know  his  opinión,  and  by 
that  to  guefs  at  what  might  be  the  States,  upon  the 
prefent^conjundure  of  affairs  in  Flanders  *  to  the  end 
his  Majefty  might  accordingly  take  his  own  meafures. 
That  his  Majefty  guefied,  by  the  general  carriage  and 
difcourfes  of  the  Dutch  Ambaffadors  at  London,  the 
States  were  not  willing  to  fee  Flanders  over-run  by 
France,  but  could  not  jfind  they  had  any  thing  po- 
fitive  to  fay  to  him  upon  that  lubjed :  that  he  had 
therefore  fent  me  privateíy  and  plainly  to  tell  him  his 
mind  upon  it,  as  to  a  man  of  honour,  and  who  he  be- 
lieved  would  make  no  ill  ufe  of  it,  (andif  he  thought 
fit)  to  know  his  fentiments  upon  that  affair.  That,  for 
his  Majefty,  he  neither  thought  it  for  his  own  intereft 
ñor  fafety,  ñor  for  that  of  the  States,  or  of  Chriften- 
dom  in  general,  that  Flanders  íliould  be  loft;  and 
therefore  was  refolved  to  do  his  utmoft  to  preferve  it, 
provided  the  States  were  of  the  fame  mind,  and  that 
it  might  be  done  in  conjundion  between  them  ;  and 
to  that  end  defired  to  know,  whether  the  States  would 
be  contení  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  him,  both 
defenfive  between  themfelves,  and  offenfive  againft: 
France,  for  the  prefervation  of  Flanders.  That  he 
(Monfieur  de  Witt)  might  remember,  his  anfwer  to 
me  was ;  firft,  much  applaufe  of  his  Majefty’s  refo- 
lution,  great  acknowledgement  of  his  co'nftdence  ta* 
wards  him  by  that  communication,  much  affurance 
that  the  States  would  be  of  the  fame  mind,  as  to 
the  prefervation  of  Flanders,  which  was  their  neareít 
intereft  next  their  own  :  that  he  found  both  his 
Majefty  and  the  States  had  the  fame  mind,  as  well 

as 
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ás  intereft  in  this  matter,  but  that  the  diftrufts,  re- 
maining  upon  the  late  quarrel  between  them,  had 
kept  either  of  them  from  beginning  to  enter  frankly  . 
upon  it.  But  fince  his  Majefty  had  pleafed  to  break 
it  to  him  in  a  mannet  fo  obliging,  though  he  could 
not  pretend  to  tell  me  his  Mafter’s  mind,  yet  he  would 
his  own :  which  was,  that  the  defence  of  Flanders 
was  abfolutely  neceflary,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  tried 
firft,  rather  by  a  joint  Mediation  of  a  peace  between 
the  two  crowns,  than  by  a  declaration  of  war ;  but 
that*  if  the  firft  would  not  ferve,  it  ought  to  come  to 
the  other.  That  I  knew  France  had  already  offered 
a  peace  to  the  offices  made  by  the  States  upon  an  al- 
ternative  at  the  choice  of  the  Spaniards ;  that  he 
thought  our  mediation  ought  to  be  offered  to  both 
Crowns  upon  that  foot,  to  induce  France  to  make 
good  their  own  offer,  and  Spain  to  accept  it.  And 
that  to  this  purpofe  he  thought  it  very  neceífary  to 
make  a  ítriót  alliance  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
States. 

That,  for  making  an  offenfive  alliance,  it  could  not 
be  •,  for  it  was  a  maxim  obferved  by  this  State,  never 
to  make  any,  at  leaft  when  they  were  in  peace ;  that* 
for  defenfive  leagues,  they  had  them  with  many 
Princes,  and  he  believed  would  be  ready  to  enter  into 
one  with  his  Majefty  *,  and,  though  he  could  not  at 
all  anfwer  v/hat  would  be  the  mind  of  the  States  up¬ 
on  thefe  points,  yet  he  had  told  me  his-,  and  would 
add,  that  he  was  not  ufually  miftaken  in  theirs,  and 
that  he  would  at  leaft  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  bring 
the  States  to  fuch  opinions  and  refolutions. 

When  I  had  faid  this,  and  obferved  by  his  action 
and  face  that  he  aífented  to  this  recital  of  all  that  had 
paífed  between  us  ;  I  aíked  him  whether  this  was  all 
right,  that  I  might  know  whether  I  had  miftaken  no- 
thing  in  reprefenting  his  Majefty’s  meaning  to  him, 
ñor  his  to  his  Majefty,  He  anfwered*  that  it  was 
Yol,  I.  ~  Y  all 
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all  right,  and  that  he  very  well  remembered  it,  and 
nuich  commended  a  method  of  proceeding  fo  exaít 
and  fincere*  by  an  endeavour  to  avoid  all  miílakes  be- 
tween  us. 

I  then  told  him,  that  I  had,  upon  my  arrival  in 
England,  repreíented  all  as  faithfully  to  his  Majeíty 
as  1  had  done  to  him  ;  and  that  upon  it  his  Majefty 
had  taken  fo  much  confidence  in  his  (Monficur  de 
Witt’s)  opinión  and  judgment,  as  well  as  in  his  cre- 
dit  with  the  States,  that  he  had  taken  a  fudden  and 
firm  refolution  upon  it ;  firft,  to  join  with  the  States 
in  the  offer  of  a  mediation  between  the  two  Crowns, 
and  upon  fuch  terms  as  they  and  I  fhould  agree,  but 
with  a  defire  that  they  might  be  as  advantageous  as 
the  States  could  be  induced  to,  for  the  prefervation  of 
Flanders,  and  recovery  of  fuch  places  as  fhould  be 
mofe  neceííary  to  it.  In  the  next  place,  to  conclude  a 
treaty,  the  ftrongeíl  that  could  be  between  us,  for 
obliging  F ranee  to  accept  the  peace  upon  thofe  terms, 
and  in  the  mean  time  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  courfe 
of  their  arms  in  Flanders.  But  that  his  IVlajefty 
thought  it  neceffary  to  begin  all  this  with  a  ftriót 
league  between  him  and  the  States,  for  their  ovvn 
mutual  deíence,  and  to  this  purpofe  had  fent  me  over 
as  his  Envoy  to  the  States  with  full  powers,  and  the 
clraught  of  a  defenfive  league  between  us ;  but  refers 
the  reft,  for  what  touched  Flanders,  towhatthe  States 
and  I  fhould  agree. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  received  this  difeourfe  with  a 
countenance  pleafed,  but  yet,  as  1  marked,  fomething 
furprifed,  as  if  he  expeeled  not  a  return  from  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  fo  fudden  and  fo  refolute.  Fie  faid,  that  the 
States  would  be  much  pleafed  with  the  honour  his 
Majefty  d id  them,  and  the  overture  lie  made  them  ; 
that  I  fhould  chufe  my  time,  wlienever  1  defired  it, 
for  my  audience  •,  and  would  pafs  the  forms  of  de- 
manding  it  from  the  Prefident  of  tke  week:  that  he 

was 
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Was  ftill  confident  the  States  would  enter  with  his 
Majefty  into  the  mediation,  though  France  gave  them 
hopes  of  fucceeding  by  their  own  :  that  the  Provinces 
differed  in  opinión  upon  what  terms  the  peace  fhould 
be  made  :  that  Utrecht  was  fo  bold  as  to  think  no- 
thing  but  juílice  ought  to  be  coníidered  in  the  cafe, 
that  all  that  France  had  conquered  fhould  be  reftored 
to  Spain,  and  their  preteníions  be  referred  to  judg- 
ment  or  arbitrage.  But  Holland,  with  moft  of  the 
other  Provinces,  were  of  another  miad,  and  confi- 
dering  their  own  prefent  condition,  as  well  as  that  of 
France,  thought  it  beft  to  keep  the  French  to  their 
own  offer  ;  but  he  believed  would  come  to  means  oí 
more  forcé  if  France  fhould  recede  from  what  they 
themfelves  had  advanced  to  the  States.  That,  for  the 
defenfive  league  between  us,  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther  the  late  fore  were  yet  fit  for  fuch  an  application, 
but  would  try  the  mind  of  the  States.  That  he 
doubted  they  would  think  it  like  to  prove  too  fudden 
a  change  of  all  their  interefts,  and  that  which  would 
abfolutely  break  them  off  from  fo  oíd  and  conílant  a 
friend  as  France,  to  rely  wholly  upon  fo  new  and  un- 
certain  a  friend,  as  England  had  proved. 

I  told  him,  that  the  doing  what  he  faid,  would  be 
the  effeól  of  any  treaties  of  this  nature  between  us* 
let  them  be  as  tenderly  handled  and  compofed  as  we 
could  :  *  that  France  would  take  it  as  ill  of  us  and  of 
them,  to  be  ítopped  in  the  remaining  conqueft  of 
Flanders,  .as  to  be  forced  out  of  all  they  had  already 
gained :  that  he  kncw  very  well,  it  had  been  long 
their  defign,  at  any  price,  to  poíTefs  themfelves  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands ;  and  he  knew  as  well  that  it  was 
their  interefe  to  do  fo,  confidering  the  advantages  it 
would  give  them  over  all  the  reft  of  Chriftendom  ; 
that  it  was  as  much  our  interelt  to  hinder  it,  and  that 
nothing  could  do  it,  but  a  firrn  confunftion  between 
us :  that  the  States  part  would  be  ftext  after  Flanders 
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was  gone,  and  therefcre  they  had  now  as  much  need 
of  being  protected  uy  England  againft  France,  as  they 
thought  they  had  three  or  rour  years  ago  of  being 
prote&ed  by  France  againft  England;  and  that  they 
had  no  other  choice,  but  either  continuing  their 
friendfhip  with  France  till  they  íhould  fee  both  Flan- 
ders  and  themfelves  fwallowed  up  by  fuch  a  neigh- 
bour,  or  elfe  change  their  whole  meafures,  and  en- 
ter  into  the  ftrióteít  alliance  with  his  Majefty  for  the 
prefervation  of  both ;  and  let  France  take  it  as  they 
pleafed. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  confe fled  the  defigns  of  France 
for  the  conqueft  of  Flanders  ;  fpoke  of  the  treaties 
they  had  made  with  the  States  in  Cardinal  Richlieu’s 
time,  and  lately  offered  again,  for  pa rtaging  it  be- 
tween  them  ;  and  faid,  he  underftood  very  well  the 
danger  of  fuch  a  counfel  and  neighbourhood,  or  elle 
he  Ihould  have  fallen  into  them  ;  but  the  ventures 
were  great  on  the  other  fide  too ;  that  the  States  were 
much  more  expofed  than  the  King ;  that  the  Spani- 
ards  were  weak,  and  ill  to  be  trufted  by  the  States^ 
between  whom  there  had  never  yet  been  any  better 
meaíures  than  barely  thoie  of  the  Munfter  peace,  af- 
ter  fo  great  rancours  and  long  hoftilities.  That, 
though  he  believed  the  Germán  Princes  would  be 
glad  of  what  his  Majefty  prepofed,  yet  he  knew  not 
how  far  Sweden  might  be  engáged  in  the  meafures 
with  France,  who  lay  here  at  their  backs  in  the  duehy 
of  Bremen.  And,  laft  of  all,  though  this  refolutioa 
feemed  now  to  be  taken  by  his  Majefty  and  his  Mi- 
nifters,  upon  the  fureft  and  wiíeft  foundations,  which 
were  thofe  of  true  intereft  and  fafety ;  yet  no  man 
knew  how  long  they  might  laft.  That,  if  they  fhould 
break  all  their  meafures  with  France,  and  throw 
themfelves  wholly  upon  his  Majefty  by  fuch  a  conjunc- 
tion,  any  change  of  couníels  in  England  would  be 
their  certain  ruin.  That  he  knew  not  this  prefent  Mi- 
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niftry,  and  could  fay  nothing  to  them  ;  but  that  he 
knew  the  laft  too  well.  Upon  which  he  faid  a  goo.d 
deal  of  our  uncertain  conduft  fince  his  Maieily’s  re- 
turn,  and  concluded  that  the  uníleadinefs  of  counfels 
in  England  feemed  a  fatal  thing  to  our  conftitution  *, 
he  would  not  judge  from  what  grounds,  moas  que  de- 
puis  le  temps  de  la  Reyne  Elifabet ,  il  n'y  avott  cu  qu  une 
fluftuation  perpetuelle  en  la  conduite  de  V Anglet erre ,  avec 
laquelle  on  ne  pouvoit  jamciis  prendre  des  me  Jures  pour  deux 
annees  de  temps.  Atter  this  ended  with  fome  melan- 
choly  that  looked  a  little  irreíolute.  I  told  him,  that 
as  to  their  own  interefts,  he  knew  them,  and  could 
weigh  them  better  than  I ;  that,  after  my  audience  and 
firft  conference  with  Commiffioners,  1  íhould  quickly 
fee  how  the  States  would  underíland  them,  ín  which 
I  knew  very  well  how  great  a  part  he  would  have : 
that,  for  our  danger,  I  confefled  they  would  be  firft 
expofed  to  France,  and  we  the  laft,  which  made  it 
reafonable  they  íhould  make  the  firft  pace  to  their 
fafety.  That  for  Sweden,  I  had  no  orders  to  negoti- 
ate  with  them  •,  but,  being  fully  inftruóted  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  general  intentions,  I  íhould  be  glad  to  fee  them 
ftrengthened  all  I  could  ;  and  to  that  purpofe,  if  he 
thought  fit,  I  would  talle  with  the  Count  Dona, 
the  Swedilh  Ambafíador  here,  and  fee  whether  he  had 
any  powers  to  engage  their  Crown  in  any  common 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  Chriftendom  *,  that,  it  by 
fuch  a  conjunótion  we  could  extend  it  to  a  triple  al- 
liance  among  us,  upon  the  fame  foundation,  I  be- 
lieved  he  would  think  it  too  ftrong  a  bar  for  France 
to  venture  on.  That,  for  the  uníleadinefs  of  our  coun¬ 
fels,  I  would  rather  bewail  than  defend  it ;  but  that 
I  íhould  not  have  made  this  journey,  if  I  had  not 
been  confident  that  had  been  ended,  and  we  now 
bottomed  paft  any  change  or  remove.  That  I  could 
not  pretend  to  know  any  body’s  mind  certainly  but 
ni  y  own  :  but  that  upon  this  matter  I  was  as  confi- 

Y  3  dent 


w-.- 


334  Letters  oj  Sir  Wtlliam  Temple , 

dent  of  his  Majefty’s,  of  your  Lordfhip’s,  and  my 
Lord  Arlington’s,  as  I  was  of  my  own.  Upon  this 
occafion  I  iaid  a  great  deal,  not  only  of  the  interefts, 
but  refentments,  that  had  engaged  his  Majeíty  and 
his  Minifters  in  this  counfel ;  and  concluded  that  I 
was  conñdent  it  could  never  break,  but  would  an- 
íwer,  if  ever  it  did,  it  lhould  never  be  by  my  hand, 
and  was  as  confklent  I  might  anfwer  the  fame  for 
your  Lordíhip  and  my  Lord  Arlington,  and  that  you 
would  fall  or  ftand  upon  this  bottom. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  feemed  much  fatisfied  with  what 
I  had  faid ;  aífured  me,  for  his  part,  he  would  give 
his  hands  towards  a  good  conclufion  of  this  affair : 
that  he  would  truft  his  Majefty’s  honour  and  intereft 
upon  fo  great  a  conjundture,  as  well  as  the  fincerenefs 
and  conftancy  of  his  Minifters,  whom  he  could  judge 
of  by  no  other  lights  but  what  I  gave  him ;  made 
me  compliments  upon  the  great  confidence  he  had 
taken  in  me  and  my  manner  of  dealing,  by  what  he 
had  heard  and  feen  of  me  fince  the  firft  viíit  I  made 
him  in  my  paffage  here,  after  the  end  of  the  war ; 
and  concluded  that  1  íhould  fee  the  Count  Dona, 
and  try  how  far  Sweden  was  to  be  engaged  in  this 
affair. 

I  tell  your  Lordíhip  all  thefe  circumftances,  that, 
knowing  where  the  difficulties  have  been,  how  they 
have  been  overeóme,  and  upon  what  advances  on  my 
fide  this  knot  has  been  tied,  your  Lordíhip  and  my 
Lord  Arlington  may  the  better  know  how  to  fupport 
this  affair,  and  make  many  others  eafy,  by  recover- 
ing  the  credit  of  our  condudt  in  England,  fo  far  loft 
by  the  unfteadinefs  too  truly  laid  to  our  charge ;  and 
at  leaft  by  your  own  conftancy,  in  what  you  have  be- 
gun,  make  good  the  charaélers  you  have  already  in 
the  world,  and  the  affu  ranees  I  have  given  Monfieur 
dp  Witt  uppn  your  occafion, 
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Thát  evening  I  went  to  the  Count  Dona,  and  1  un 
over  all  ceremonies  of  our  charadters,  by  going  íhaight 
into  his  chamber,  taking  a  chais  and  fitting  down 
by  bim  before  he  could  rife  out  of  his.  1  told  hitn  l 
hoped  he  vvould  excufe  the  liberty  upon  an  errand 
wherein  I  thought  both  our  Maílers  weie  concernid  \ 
that  ceremonies  were  intended  to  facilítate  bufinefs, 
and  not  to  hinder  it ;  that  1  knew  nothing  to  makc 
my  feemg  the  other  Ambafiadors  at  the  Haguc  ne- 
cefíary,  and  fo  was  content  with  the  difficultics  had 
been  introduced  between  our  charafteis ;  but,  tliimc- 
ing  it  abíolutely  for  my  Mafter’s  fervice  to  entei  1  li¬ 
to0  confidence  with  his  Excellency  upon  my  errand^ 
here,  I  had  refolved  to  do  it  in  this  manner,  and,  íf 
he  gave  me  leave,  would  puríue  it  as  íf  our  accpiain- 
tance  and  commerce  had  been  of  never  fo  longadate. 

The  Count  embraced  me,  gave  me  great  thanks 
for  the  honour  I  did  him,  made  me  compliments  up- 
on  fo  frank  and  confident  a  manner  as  I  ufed  with 
him  ;  and  faid  he  was  ready  to  return  it  upon  any 
thing  that  I  íhould  think  fit  to  communicate  to  him. 

After  this  I  entered  into  the  detail  of  my  w  lióle 
progrefs  to  that  time,  both  in  England  and  heie  *,  oí 
his  &Majeíly’s  reafons,  of  the  common  interefts  of 
Chriftendom,  of  the  reception  my  errand  found  from 
Monfieur  de  Witt,  and  the  hopes  I  had  of  fucceed- 
ing  :  of  our  difcourfes  about  engaging  Sweden  in  the 
fame  mealures,  and  a  defire  of  extending  our  league 
into  a  triple  alliance  among  us,  for  our  own  mutual 
defence,  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  and  thereby  of  Chri¬ 
ftendom.  That  I  knew  how  the  Crown  of  Swccien 
had  been  treated  of  late  years  by  France,  how  elote 
they  had  kept  to  the  friendfhip  with  his  Majeíty,  and 
how  beneficia],  as  well  as  honourable,  íuch  a  part  as 
this  might  prove  to  them,  by  the  particular  ufe  they 
might  be  of  to  the  Crown  of  Spain^  and  that,  upon 
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*nY  good  occafion,  they  might  be  fure  of  his  Majef- 
ty  s  offices  and  the  States,  who  rcíolved  to  enter  luto 
this  affair  without  any  other  intereft  than  that  of  the 
prefervation  of  Flanders,  and  thercby  of  their  o wn 
iafety,  and  the  corrí mon  good. 

T  he  Count  Dona  profeíled  to  applaud  his  Majefty’s 
couníel,  to  be  conndent  that  Sweden  would  be  con- 
tent  to  go  his  pace  in  all  the  common  affairs  of  Chrb 
ílendom,  wnicn  he  v/as  aílured  of  by  his  own  inftruc-* 
tions  in  general ;  but  that,  fuch  an  affair  as  this  not 
being  foreieen,  he  could  have  none  upon  it:  that, 
it  it  íucceeded,  he  would  make  all  the  paces  he  could 
to  engage  his  Mafter  in  it,  as  what  he  thought  of  ho- 
n°ur  and  advantage  to  the  common  fafety :  but  that 
he  would  return  my  franknefs  to  him  with  the  lame 
to  me,  in  telling  me,  that  he  doubted  my  bnnging  it 
to  an  i líue  :  that  he  firít  doubted  Monfieur  de  Witt’s 
refolution,  to  break  upon  any  terms  with  France, 
ano  clofe  with  England  \  not  only  confidering  what 
had  lately  paffed  between  us,  but  the  interefts  of  the 
houfe  of  Orange,  which,  he  muft  ever  believe,  would, 

one  time  or  other,  be  advanced  by  us  ;  whereas 
he  was  fure  to  be  fupported  againft  them  by  France : 
theiefore  he  believed,  though  he  would  notoppofe  it, 
becaufe  the  States  and  people  might  run  into  it ;  yet 
he  would  nnd  lome  means  to  elude  the  conclufion  or 
effeft  of  it,  without  appearing  himfelf  in  any  fuch 
defign :  that,  in  the  next  place,  fince  fuch  a  treaty 
could  not  oe  made  by  the  Scates-General,  without 
ñrft  being  fent  to  all  the  Frovinces  and  towns  for 
their  approbation,  and  orders  upon  it  to  their  depila 
tics  ;  he  did  not  fee  how  it  was  poffiblefor  the  French 
Ámoaffador  to  fail  of  engaging  fome  towns  or  Pro- 
vinces  againft  it,  and  the  oppofition  of  any  one  of 
them  would  lofe  the  effecl ;  fince  no  new  treaty  could 
be  made,  by  the  conftitutions  here,  without  an  uni- 
ycríal  coníent.  That,  however,  he  would  not  dif- 
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courage  me,  but  wiíli  me  fuccefs  with  all  his  heart, 
upon  many  reafons,  and,  among  others,  as  being  ib 
much  a  fervant  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  which  could 
not  but  profit  by  a  conjun&ion  between  England  and 
Holland  :  and  again  promifed,  whenever  I  brought 
it  to  a  period,  to  ufe  all  his  endeavours,  and  ftretch 
his  powers  as  far  as  he  could,  towards  engaging  his 
Mafter  in  the  fame  meafures  with  us. 

Jn  the  fecond  conference  I  had  with  Monfieur  de 
Witt,  I  acquainted  him  with  what  had  paíTed  with 
Count  Dona,  which  he  feemed  much  pleafed  with ; 
and  faid,  though  we  could  not  expedí  he  fhould  have 
powers  fo  general  as  to  conclude  fuch  an  affair,  yet  an 
inftrument  might  be  drawn  up  between  us,  whereby 
room  may  be  left  for  Sweden  to  enter  as  a  principal 
into  our  alliance ;  and  the  Count  de  Dona  had  lo 
much  credit  at  his  Court,  to  recommend  it  there  fo 
as  to  fucceed,  efpecially  upon  the  hopes  we  muft  give 
him  of  obtaining  fubfidies  from  Spain,  which  might 
countervail  what  they  might  lofe  from  France  upon 
this  occaíion. 

I  then  fell  upon  the  form  of  concluding  this  treaty  ^ 
faying,  I  could  eafily  foretel  the  fate  of  it,  if  it  muft 
país  the  coinmon  forms  of  being  fent  by  the  feveral 
deputies  to  all  their  principáis  for  their  refult  upon 
it :  that  I  knew  this  would  take  up  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  time,  and  that  nothing  would  be  fo  eafy  as  for 
the  French  Ambafíador  to  meet  with  it  in  running 
that  circle,  and  by  engaging  fome  one  member,  per- 
haps  by  money  thrown  among  the  chief  perfons  in 
íome  of  the  fmall  towns,  to  prevent  and  ruin  a  coun- 
fel  of  the  greateft  importance  to  Chriftendom,  as  well 
as  to  our  two  nations,  that  had  been  on  foot  in  ma¬ 
ny  ages  :  that,  unlefs  the  States-General  would  con¬ 
dude  and  fign  the  treaty  immediately,  and  truft  to 
the  approbation  of  their  feveral  ^rovinces  and  towns 

gfter 


33^  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

after  it  was  done,  Á  íhould  give  it  for  gone,  and  think 
no  more  of  it. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  feemed  to  think  this  imponible; 
faid,  no  iuch  thing  had  ever  been  done  fince  the  firft 
inftitution  of  their  commonwealth  ;  that,  though  it 
was  true,  the  States-General  might  fign  a  treaty,  yet 
they  could  not  ratify  it  without  recouríe  to  their  prin¬ 
cipáis,  and  that  they  íhould  venture  their  heads  in 
figning  it,  if  their  principáis,  not  approving  it,  Íhould 
queftion  them  for  doing  it  without  orders  ;  that  he 
hoped  the  forms  might  be  expedited  in  three  weeks 
time,  and  that  all  care  that  could  be,  íhould  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  addreífes  of  the  French  AmbaíTador 
among  the  Provinces. 

I  cut  the  matter  fhort,  and  told  him,  I  continued 
of  my  firft  opinión,  to  fee  it  immediately  agreed  be- 
tween  me  and  the  Commiftloners,  and  then  figned 
by  the  States,  which  might  be  done  in  four  or  five 
days  ;  and  that  the  deputies  rnight  fafely  truft  to  the 
approbation  of  their  principáis  in  a  point  of  fo  great 
and  evident  public  intereft  :  that,  for  my  part,  I  knew 
not  how  this  delay,  and  thereby  hazard,  of  the  affair 
might  be  interpreted  in  England,  ñor  what  change 
in  my  orders  it  might  produce  :  that  I  had  now  powers 
to  conclude  an  alliance  of  the  laft  confequence  to  the 
fafety  of  Flanders  and  this  State ;  that,  if  it  íhould 
mifcarry  by  the  too  great  caution  of  the  deputies  in 
point  of  fcrm,  for  aught  I  knew  they  might  venture 
their  heads  that  way,  and  more  defervedly,  than  by 
figning  at  prefent  what,  all  of  them  believed,  would 
not  only  be  ratified,  but  applauded  by  their  princi¬ 
páis.  With  this  I  left  him  ;  and  the  reft  that  pafied 
in  the  progrefs  of  this  affair,  as  well  as  in  my  audi- 
ence,  or  with  the  Commiftloners,  your  Lordfhip  has 
it  in  my  difpatch  to  my  Lord  Arlington,  to  whom 
you  will  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  more  fecret 
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fprings,  that,  by  knowing  the  conceptúan,  thc  form¬ 
ina,  the  throws,  and  birth  of  this  child,  you  may  thc 
better  confult  how  it  is  to  be  nouriffied  till  it  grow 
to  ftrength,  and  thereby  fit  to  atchieve  thofe  great 
adventures  for  which  it  léems  defigned. 

I  am  ever,  with  equal  pailion  and  truth,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordihip’s  moil  faithful  and  moft  humble  fer- 
vant. 

To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

S  I R,  Bruffels,  Jan.  28,  N.  S.  1668. 

THough  the  interruption  of  our  commerce  hath 
been  long,  yet  I  thought  it  neceífary  to  renew 
it  at  this  time,  and  thereby  let  you  know  what  has 
lately  broken  it  on  my  fide,  that  you  may  not  believe 
any  interruption  of  yours  has  had  a  worfe  eífeót  upon 
me  of  late,  than  it  ever  had  before,  being  an  accident 
I  have  often  been  fubject  to.  About  the  end  of  laft 
month,  N.  S.  I  paífed  through  this  place  with  private 
commiíTion  from  his  Majefty,  to  found  the  mind  of 
the  States  in  what  concerns  the  prei'ent  quarrel  be- 
tween  the  two  Crowns,  and  how  they  were  difpofed 
to  join  with  him  in  the  Atare  of  a  war,  or  projett  of 
a  peace,  to  be  endeaveured  by  our  joint  offices  be- 
tween  them.  From  henee  I  went  to  London,  with 
the  private  account  of  what  1  had  in  charge.  After 
Ave  days  ftay  there,  I  was  difpatched  back,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Envoy  extraordinary  to  the  States,  with  full 
pow'er  to  treat  and  conclude  upon  thofe  points  which 
his  MajeAy  efteemed  neceífary  for  our  common  fafe- 
ty,  and  the  repoíe  of  Chriftendom,  in  this  conjunc- 
ture.  Upon  the  6th  1  arrived  here,  had  my  firíl  au- 
dience  on  the  i8th,  and  on  the  23d  were  figned  by 
me,  and  the  Commiffioners  given  me  by  the  States 
with  full  pow’ers,  three  feveral  inftruments  of  our 
prefent  treaty  :  the  firft  containing  a  league  defenfxve 
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and  perpetual  between  his  Majefty  and  the  States, 
againlt  all  períbns  without  exception,  that  (hall  in¬ 
vade  either  of  them,  with  agreement  to  furnilh  each 
°ther,  upon  occafion,  with  forty  ihips  of  war  of 
which,  fourteen  between  fixty  and  eighty  guns,  and 
íour  hundred  men  a-piece,  one  with  another ;  four¬ 
teen  between  forty  and  fixty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
men  a-Piece  -,  and,  of  the  other  twelve,  none  under 
tmi  ty-fix  guns,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  :  befides 
this,  with  fix  thoufand-foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe 
or  money  inftead  of  them,  at  the  choice  of  the  invaded’ 
and  to  be  repaid  within  three  years  after  the  end  of 
the  war  :  the  proportions  of  money  to  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  faid  aid  being  afcertained  in  the  treaty. 

.  'rhe  tecond  inílrument  contains  our  joint  obli^a- 
tions  to  difpofe  France  to  make  peace  in  Flande'rs, 
upon  one  of  the  alternatives  already  propofed ;  and 
likewife  to  difpofe  Spain  to  accept  it,  before  the  end 
*  ^  ^  ^  in  cafe  of  difficulty  made  by  them,  to 

difpofe  France,  however,  to  ftop  all  farther  proo-refs 
of  its  own  arms  there,  and  leave  it  wholly  to  the  al- 
iies  to  pi ocure  the  enus  propofed  in  this  league. 

The  third  inftrument  contains  certain  feparate  ár¬ 
deles  between  his  Majefty  and  the  States,  figned  at 
the  fame  time,  and  of  the  lame  forcé  with  the  treaty, 
but  not  to  be  committed  to  letters.  * 

It  is  hardly  imaginable,  the  joy  and  wonder  con- 
ceived  heie,  upon  the  conclufion  ofthis  treaty,  brought 
to  an  i  ílue  in  five  days,  ñor  the  applaufe  given  to  his 
Majefty’s  refolution,  as  the  wifeft  and  happieft  that 
could,  in  this  conjunít  ure,  be  taken  by  any  Prince, 
both  for  his  own  and  his  neighbours  affairs ;  ñor  are 
the  refledlions  upon  the  conduól  of  it  lefs  to  the  ad- 
vantage  of  the  prefent  miniftry  in  Enaland  5  the 
thing  being  almoft  done  here  as  foon  as  my  journey 
was  known  in  London,  and  before  my  errand  was 
lyfpe&ed  by  any  public  Minifter  there, 
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Three  days  after  our  figning,  the  Swediffi  Ambaf- 
fador  figned  another  inftrument  jointly  with  me  and 
the  States  Commiffioners,  obliging  his  Mafter  to  en- 
ter  as  a  principal  into  the  lame  alliance,  lo  i'oon  as 
lome  pretenfions  he  has  from  the  Emperor  and  Spain 
'  are  fatisfied  by  our  good  offices  between  them.  Af¬ 
ter  wluch  Count  Dona  paited  as  Ambaíladoi  lihc- 
wife  from  that  Crown  for  England,  where  the  re  ft  of 
that  affair  will  be  negotiated;  and  in  his  company 
my  brother  Henry  Temple,  with  the  whole  account 
of  my  bufinefs,  and  the  treaties  figned  in  order  to 
their  ratification,  for  which  a  month  is  ahowed, 
though  the  States  promife  theirs  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  date.  \V lien  thoie  arrive  and  are  exchanged, 
I  return  to  my  reíidence  at  Brufiels,  to  fee  the  ¡libe 
of  this  bufinefs,  which  now  takes  up  the  thoughts  and 
difcourfe  of  all  Chriftendom,  and  from  which  moft 
Princes  will  refolve  to  take  their  meafures. 

I  fuppofe  my  Lord  Sandwich  upon  his  way,  and 
therefore  content  myfelf  only  with  giving  you  this 
trouble,  and  the  profeffions  of  my  being,  Sir,  your, 
&c. 


‘T ’o  the  King. 


Hague,  Jan.  29,  N.  S.  1668. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

IN  my  laft  paffage  hither,  I  had  the  honour  of  try- 
ing  your  Majefty’s  yacht,  in  fuch  a  ftorm  as  that 
never  felt  before,  and  a  greater  no  man  in  her  pre¬ 
tended  ever  to  have  feen.  The  fortune  of  your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  affairs  helped  us  to  the  difcovery  of  a  pilot-boat 
at  a  diítance  from  the  coafts,  that  brought  us  hap- 
pily  in  •,  without  which,  we  had  paíTed  fuch  another 
night  at  fea,  as  I  ffiould  not  care  to  do  for  any  thing 
your  Majefty  could  give  me,  bebdes  your  lavour, 
and  the  occafions  of  lerving  you  :  if  we  had  mifcar- 
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ned,  your  Majefty  had  Ioffc  an  honeft  diligent  Cap- 
tain  and  íixteen  poor  feamen,  fo  beaten  out  with  wet 
and  toil,  that  the  compaíTion,  I  had  thcn  for  theni,  I 
nave  ftill  about  me,  and  aflure  your  Majefty,  that 
five  or  fix  more  will  be  neceflary  for  your  yacht,  if 
you  ufe  her  to  fuch  pafiages  as  this  ;  but,  for  the  reft 
I  believe  there  is  noí  fuch  a  boat  in  the  world  She 
returns  with  a  long  but  final  and  happy  account  of 
my  bufinefs  to  my  JLord  Arlington,  and  with  the 
Count  de  Dona,  who  will  be  better  company  than  a 
long  ill  letter,  and  deferves  your  Majefty’s  welcome 
by  his  other  qualities,  as  well  as  his  particular  devo- 
tions  for  your  Majefty’s  perfon  and  fervice. 

I  cannot  end  this  letter  without  congratulatino- 
with  your  Majefty  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  refolu° 
tion  which  occafioned  my  journey  hither,  and  whích 
is  generally  applauded  here  as  the  wifeft  and  happieft, 
both  for  your  kingdoms  and  your  neighbours,  and 
the  moft  honourable  to  your  Majefty’s  perfon,  that 
ever  was  taken,  upon  any  occafion,  by  any  Prince : 
and  the  ftrange  fuccefs  of  it  hath  been  anfwerable  to 
the  reft  of  your  Majefty’s  fortunes,  and  fo  amazing, 
that  the  expreffions  made  of  it  here,  every  hour,  are 
altogether  extraordinary,  not  to  fay  extravagant. 

God  of  heaven  continué  your  Majefty’s  good  health, 
and  good  counfels,  and  good  fortunes  ;  and  then  I 
íhail  have  nothing  more  to  wifh,  but  that  you  may 
pardon  the  faults,  and  accept  of  the  humble  and  hear- 
ty  devotions  of,  Sir,  your  Majefty’s  moft  loyal  and 
moft  obedient  íubjeót  and  fervant. 

<Tq  Monjieur  Gourvffle.  A  Monfieur  de  Gourville. 


Hag  ue,  Feb.  7, 
N.  S.  1668. 

Have  juíl  received  (by  the 
Rhmgrave’s  favour)  ycurs 
of  the  28th  paí?-,  and  am  ex¬ 
treme 


De  ¡a  Haye ,  7  Fevr. 
S.  N.  1668. 
E  vie?is  de  recevoir ,  par  les 
foins  obhgeans  de  Monfieur 
le  Rbingrave ,  votre  lettre  du 
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treme  glad  to  have  yet  Tome 
place  in  your  memory,  after 
fo  manydiverfions  in  Germa- 
ny,  which  ufe  to  make  one 
forget  things  of  much  greater 
importance.  But  all  this  was 
neceíTary  to  comfort  me  for 
your  abfence,  which  I  believe 
you  have  órdered,with  defign 
for  sil  my  journeys  into  Hol- 
land  ;  this  is  now  the  third  I 
have  made  fince  that  of  Breda, 
without  ever  meeting  you 
there  ;  you,  I  fay,  who  are 
not  able  to  live  three  months 
without  going  thither,  though 
you  are  forced  for  it  to  leave 
the  Ladies  and  the  orange- 
trees  at  BruíTels. 


\ 


•  I  can  tell  you  no  news ;  the 
DukeofLunenburg’sRefident 
having  afíured  me  that  he  has 
fent  you  word  of  the  conclu- 
fion  of  our  treaty  here,  where- 
©f  I  every  day  expeft  the  ra- 
tifications.  They  will  needs 
have  me  pafs  here  for  one  of 
great  abilities,  for  having  fi- 
niflied  and  figned  in  five  days 
a  treaty  of  fuch  importance  to 
Chriftendom  :  but  I  will  tell 
you  the  fecret  of  it :  to  draw 
things  out  of  their  center  re- 
quires  labour  and  addrefs  to 
put  them  in  motion  ;  but,  to 
makethemreturn  thither,  na- 
ture  helps  fo  far,  that  there 
needs  no  more  than  juít  to  fet 

them 


28  du  pajjé ;  id  je  me  rejouis 
cxtremement  dd  occupier  encore 
quelque  place  dans  votre  fou - 
venir ,  apres  tant  de  divertif- 
femem  goutez  en  Allejnagne ;  ce 
ne  feroit  pas  la  prendere  fois 
quils  auroient  fait  oublier  des 
chofes  plus  importantes  que  ma 
perfonne  :  mais  il  ne  falloit  pas 
moins  que  les  plaifirs  que  je  fay 
que  vous  avez  goutez ,  &  la 

nouvelle  marque  que  vous  me 
donncz  de  votre  amitie ,  poiirme 
confoler  de  votre  abfence  \  je  croy 
au  refte  que  vous  l"  aviez  cor  cero¬ 
tee  avec  tous  mes  voy  ages  en  Hol- 
lande  \  car  voici  le  troifieme  que 
fy  fais  depuis  celuy  de  Breda , 
fans  vous  y  treuver ,  vous  dif- 
yV,  qui  ne  pouviez  pajfer  treis 
mois  fans  y  aller ,  quand  mime  il 
auroit  fallu  pour  cela  quitter 
vos  orangers  &  les  mignonnes  de 
Bruxelles . 

fe  n  ay  point  de  nouvelles  d 
vous  mander  \  le  Refdeni  de 
Lunebourg  ?n  ay ant  afj'uré  qii  il 
vous  avoit  appris  la  condufon 
du  traite  que  nous  avons  fait  icy  : 
f  attens  de  j our  enjour  les  ratifi  * 
cations.  On  veut  d  toute  forcé 
me  faire  pajfer  icy  pour  habile 
homme ,  a  caufe  que  fay  achevé 
id  fgné  en  cinq  jours  un  traite 
fi  important  pour  toute  la  Clore- 
tiente :  ?nais  je  vous  diray  le  fe¬ 
cret  ;  quand  on  arruche  les 
chofes  de  leur  centre ,  il  faui  du 
tems  id  de  la  peine ,  id  mime 
de  VaddreJJe  pour  les  faire  mou- 
voir ;  mais  lors  quil  n  efl  que - 
¡l ion  que  de  les  y  ramener ,  Ja 
naturey  aidejipuijfamment ,  quil 

ne 


Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple , 


them  a-going.  Now,I  think, 
aílriélallianceisthe  true  cen- 
ter  of  our  two  nations.  There 
was  alfo  another  accident, 
which  contributed  very  much 
(.o  this  affair,  and  that  was, 
a  great  confidence  arifen  be- 
tween  thePenfioner  and  me  ; 
he  is  extremely  pleafed  with 
me,  and  my  fincere  open  way 
of  dealing;  and  I  with  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  am  in- 
hnitely  pleafed  with  him  up- 
on  the  fame  fcore  ;  and  look 
on  him  as  one  of  the  o-reat- 

O 

eít  genius’s  I  have  known, 
as  a  man  of  honour,  and  the 
moft  eafy  in  converfation,  as 
well  as  in  bufinefs.  In  fhort, 
the  two  nations  are  cloferuni- 
ted  than  if  there  never  had 
been  a  war.  For  affairs  in  ge¬ 
neral  I  can  tell  you  nothing, 
but  that  our  common  defign  is 
to  give  peace  to  all  Chriften- 
dom,  fo  that  ifFrance  pleafes, 
they  may  have  it  this  ípring  ; 
if  not  (as  Monfieur  d'Eftra- 
des  fays,  at  leaíl  not  after  our 
faíhion)  they  may  have  their 
fill  of  the  war.  For  the  con- 
vention  at  Aix,  I  can  tell  you 
nothing  ti  11  we  get  an  anfwer 
from  F ranee  and  Bruílels, 
where  we  have  airead  y  fent 
advice  of  our  defenfive  lea^ue, 
and  ofour  treaty  or  projedi  of 
the  peace. 


7ie  fant  quaft  que  leur  donñer  le 
branle  :  or ,  je  croy  quune  é- 
traite  alliance  efi  le  centre  de 
nos  deux  nations .  II  y  a  encore 

un  accident  qui  a  fort  contribué 
deette  affair  e  •>  cefi  la  par faite 
confiance  qui  nous  a  reciproque - 
ment  uni ,  Monfieur  le  Penf- 
onnaire  &  moy  t  il  fe  lo ué  de  moy 
&  de  ma  maniere  di  agir  ^  qui , 
comme  vous  favez ,  ejt  toujours 
franche  &  ou  verte }  &  moy ,  je 
ine  loue  infiniment  de  luy ;  jfen 
ay  toutes  les  raifons  du  mondey 
&  je  dois  a  toute  fa  conduite  les 
eloges  quil  donne  a  la  mienne  : 
je  le  regar  de  comme  un  des  plus 
grand  genies •  que  fay  connus , 
avsc  cela¡  tres  bomme  de  bien  ; 
d  un  commerce  egalement  aise 
foit  dans  les  negotiations ,  foit 
dans  la  converfation.  Enfin  la 
confiance  ef  prefentement  ret ablie 
entre  les  deux  nations  ;  id  je  la 
croy  meme  plus  eniiere  que  s'il  n’y 
avoit  j amais  eu  de  guerre .  Pour 
íes  a jf aires  generales ,  je  ne  vous 
fiaurois  dire  autre  chafe ,  fi  non , 
que  notre  defiein  unánime  ef  de 
donner  la  paix  id  la  tranquilli- 
te  a  toute  la  Obre  ti  ente  ;  de 
forte  que  fi  la  Frunce  le  veuty 
elle  laura  ce  printems  ;  fi  elle 
ne  le  veui  pas  ( ainfi  que  dit 
Monfieur  le  Comte  d' Efirades^ 
qui  ajoute ,  que  du  monis  ce  ne 
Jera  pas  di  une  paix  de  notre 
facón)  elle  aura  tout  fon  faoul 
de  guerre.  Touchant  la  con- 
vention  a  Aix  jufqii  a  ce  que 
nous  ayons  refponfe  ele  France 
íd  de  Bruxelles,  je  ne  vous  en 
fairois  ríen  dire .  Nous  leur 


avons 
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This  at  leaft  may  ferve  for 
a  new  health  at  your  Germán 
feafts,  when  the  oíd  ones  are 
gone  round  ;  and  will  at  the 
fame  time  help  to  put  you  in 
mind  of,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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avons  deja  donné  avis  de  notre 
ligue  defenfive ,  &  de  notre  traite 
ou  projet  diepaix . 

Du  moins  cecy  fervira  a  four- 
nir  une  muvelle  fante  dans  ves 
fejlins  A llcmans ,  lorjque  les 
anciennes  auront  fait  leur  ronde 
accoutumée  ;  &  cela  vous  faira 
en  meme  tenis  fouvemr  de ^  Alón- 
fieur ,  votre^  hfc. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

MyLord,  Hague,  Feb.  12,  N.  S.  i  668. 

TH  E  arrival  of  the  ratifications  here  was  recei- 
ved  with  the  fame  difpofitions  of  general  fatif- 
fadtion  and  joy,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  :  thofe 
of  the  States  will,  I  doubt,  be  fomething  later  ready, 
though  occafioned  only  by  a  delay  in  the  aífembly  of 
the  States  of  Friezland  and  Zealand ;  but  new  dif- 
patches  were  yeíterday  fent  away  for  haftening  both ; 
and  iV-onfieur  de  Witt  aífures  me,  the  20th  of  this 
month  will  be  the  lateft  I  fhall  expeót  them,  and  he 
hopes  all  may  be  ready  fomething  fooner.  I  fhall 
prefs  it  all  I  can  poífibly,  and,  immediately  after  the 
exchange  made,  fhall  demand  my  audience  of  Conge , 
and  away  to  Bruífels  to  purfue  his  Majefty’s  inftruc- 
tions  there  ;  I  cannot  tell  with  what  fuccefs,  becaufe 
I  know  not  with  what  mien  the  Marquis  has  enter- 
tained  our  projeót  of  the  peace,  not  yet  having  heard 
one  word  from  him  in  anfwer  to  all  I  have  writ  upen 
this  fubjeét.  I  wiíh  fome  of  his  vifions  may  not  give 
it  another  face  than  what  it  ought,  1  am  fure,  to  re- 
ceive  from  the  true  prefent  ftate  of  the  Spanifh  af- 
fairs ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  I  know  his  way  of  arguing 
fo  well,  as  to  expedí  he  íhould  fay  there  is  no  reafon 
for  them  to  give  money  to  lofe  their  towns;  but 
that,  in  cafe  his  Majeíly  will  enter  inte  their  dcfence, 
Vol.  I*  Z  he 
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lie  fhall  want  no  money  the  Indies  can  give  hi.m  ; 
therefore,  he  muíl  be  plied  on  that  fide  by  the  Count 
oí  Molina  and  Barón  de  Pifóla,,  as  well  as  by  me  hete  ? 
and  not  only  difpofed  to  accept  the  alternative,  but  to 
reeeive  it  as  the  greateft  effect  at  prefent  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  good-will  to  the  prefervation  of  Flanders,  and 
ílep  tovvards  a  fu  tu  re  defenfive  league  between  us  and 
them,  and  Holland,  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  Spa- 
niíh  Crown. 

Though  I  fhall  not  fail  of  my  part  in  preíTing  ali 
íhefe  points  on  this  fide,  yet  the  impreffions  will  be 
eafier  given  the  two  Minifters  there  than  the  Marquis 
here,  as  perfons  fomething  more  fubftantial  in  their  ' 
conceptions  upon  this  point;  and  will  have  more 
weight  upon  his  Excellency,  coming  from  their  own 
Minifters,  than  from  me :  for  the  point  of  money  to 
be  furniíhed  by  the  States  upon  the  towns  of  Guelder- 
land,  the  whole  matter  was  difmiíTed  by  Monfieur  de 
Witt  till  the  MarquisTs  acceptance  of  our  projeét  was- 
declared  ;  upon  which  the  Barón  de  Bargeyck  will 
return  to  purfue  ity  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  by  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  French  refufal,  I  doubt  not  but  the  mat¬ 
ter  will  be  eafy,  the  Marquis  offering  Ruremond  and 
Venlo,  though  Monfieur  de  Witt  infifts,  as  yet,  up¬ 
on  the  fort  of  Geíre,,  and  two  others  by  Skrys,  which 
the  Marquis  fays  he  has  no  power  to  treat  upon. 

For  their  opinión  of  the  French  expedition  into  the 
Franche  Compté  they  feem  little  ftartkd  at  it,  be- 
Jieving  it  may  the  more  incline  the  Spaniards  to  re- 
ceive  our  offices  for  the  peace  according  to  the  treaty ; 
and  that  poílibly  fome  exchange  may  be  found  con- 
venient  for  the  Spaniards  between  parts  of  the  Franche 
Compté  and  thofe  towns  of  Flanders  which  are  now  in 
the  French  pofleífion,  and  lie  in  the  very  bowels  of  the 
reft  of  that  dominión  •,  which  are  Courtray,  Tournay, 
Oudenard,  and  Aeth  ;  for  the  reft,  they  refolve  to  make 
good  the  peace  to  the  Spaniards,  withouü  thedofs  of 
~  ^  any 
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any  thing  more,  than  was  aótually  in  the  French  hands 
at  the  time  of  our  treaty  being  iigned,  whatever  ne\V 
progreíTes  they  may  make  before  the  conclufion  ;  and, 
in  cafe  France  ffiall  reíuie,  or  feek  evafions,  1  do  not 
believe  they  will  be  the  leaft  backv/ard  from  entering 
into  the  war. 

I  íliould  formerly  have  marked  that  all  which  is 
digefted  in  our  treaty,  and  that  is  to  pafs  in  our 
negotiation  with  France  upon  this  occafion,  the 
States  avoid  calüng  our  parts  a  mediation ;  becaufe 
they  fay  that  feems  to  import  a  neutrality,  whereas, 
upon  the  failing  of  our  offices  towards  a  peace,  we 
are  to  take  our  parts  in  a  war. 

For  the  method  and  manner  of  our  joining  toge- 
ther  in  purfuit  of  the  war,  if  it  grow  to  engage  us  by 
the  French  refufal,  Monfieur  de  Witt  tells  me  frank- 
Jy  his  opinión  is,  for  us  to  enforce  the  towns  of  Flan- 
ders  by  fuch  of  our  troops  as  will  be  necelfary  to  de- 
fend  them,  or  at  leaft  to  draw  on  long  and  expenfive 
fieges,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  with  our  feveral  fleets, 
to  make  the  ffiarpeft  impreffions  we  can  upon  fome 
of  their  coafts,  and  feize  fome  of  their  towns,  and 
forcé  them  that  way  to  neceífary  divifions  and  diver- 
fions  of  their  forces,  as  well  as  give  countenance  to 
whatever  difcontents  may  arife  among  them  at  lióme, 
upon  fuch  an  occafion.  Upon  my  arguing  that  an 
impreffion  would  be  the  ffiarper  and.  the  fafer,  per- 
haps,  if  it  were  made  by  our  fleets  in  one  place,  but 
with  joint  forces ;  he  faid,  he  did  not  fee  how  our 
fleets  could  poffibly  join,  for  the  point  of  the  pavillon  •, 
and  fell  into  a  good  deal  of  difcourfe  upon  that  mat- 
ter,  as  the  only,  now  left,  that  could  ever  occafion 
any  difpute  among  us  •,  being,  at  length,  bottomed 
upon  our  mutual  intereft,  and  the  wrangling  about 
little  points  of  commerce  being  taken  away.  All  I 
could  draw  from  him  upon  the  point  of  the  pavillcn 
was,  that  they  would  give  all  to  the  King’s  íhips  at 
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fea,  vvhich  theirs  or  any  other  Ambafíadors  gavetohis 
own  perlón  in  his  kingdom,  where  his  dominión  was 
as  abiblute  as  he  could  pretend  it  to  be  in  the  narrow 
feas ;  which  is,  to  uncover  firft,  and  cover  laft  ;  fo  that 
all  their  fhips  íhould  vail  to  ours  when  they  met,  in 
cafe  ours  would  in  return  take  down  the  pavillon  as  a 
civility  to  theirs  aíterwards  ;  and  theirs  íhould  re¬ 
ñí  ai  n  vailed,  till  we  had  fet  up  our  pavillon  again.  I 
told  him  I  could  fay  nothing  to  that  matter,  which  I 
knevv  was  very  delicate  ;  but  that,  if  ever  we  agreed 
in  that  point,  I  thought  it  muft  not  be  by  articles  or 
treaties,  but  by  concert  between  the  Minifters  of  each 
fide-,  as  for  the  States,  firft  to  give  abfolute  or- 
ders  to  all  their  Captains  to  vail  to  the  King’s  íhips, 
whenever  they  met  them  in  the  narrow  feas ;  and,  at 
the  farne  time,  to  fignify  fo  much  to  his  Majefty  in  a 
letter  of  compliment,  and  as  a  refolution  taken  upon 
confideration  oí  fo  near  and  happy  an  alliance,  as  was 
now  entered  into  between  the  nations  :  upon  which 
his  Majefty  might  confider,  what  returns  of  civility 
he  would  be  content  his  Captains  íhould  make  an  ally 
fo  near,  as  this  State  was  now  likely  ever  to  be  to  the 
Crown  of  England. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  was  willing  to  fall  into  any  ex- 
pedient,  and  íaid,  that,  whenever  í  carne  into  Eng- 
íand,  he  would  hope  I  might  bring  this  laft  matter  to 
pafs  as  happily  as  I  had  done  all  the  reft  ;  that  his, 
Majefty  fnould  íind  he  would  be  wanting  in  nothing 
that  the  point  of  civility  or  deference  might  require 
in  this  matter,  provided  it  were  without  acknowledge- 
ing  our  pretenfions  to  the  dominión  of  the  fea,  which 
they  muft  die  rather  than  do ;  but,  in  what  íhould 
pafs,  they  would  leave  us  to  our  interpretations,  and 
keep  themlelves  to  theirs. 

For  the  provifional  articles,  according  to  my  word, 
which  made  way  for  the  treaty’s  conclufion,  I  told 
Monfieur  de  Witt  his  Majefty  had  in  his  anfwer  gi- 
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ven  me  leave  to  do  it,  with  an  article  for  the  meeting 
of  Commiflioners,  at  both  parties  defire,  to  complete 
what  íliould  be  defeólive,  and  change  what  íhould  be 
found  inconvenient,  and  cut  off  any  thing  that  íliould 
be  fuperfluous,  ib  as  it  might  appear  to  be  an  original 
treaty  between  us,  which  would  be  more  for  our  lio- 
nour  than  to  copy  after  the  French  :  that,  though  his 
Majeíly  had  given  me  this  leave,  in  compliance  to  the 
States,  yet  he  had  rather  the  thing  fhoukl  now  be 
left  to  Commifiioners  for  thefe  ends,  than  concluded 
with  reference  to  them  hereafter.  I  made  his  Ma- 
jeíly’s  concefilon  in  this  poinü  eafy  íor  thefe  two  ends  •, 
that  either  they,  finding  his  Majeíly  indifferent  in  it, 
might  grow  fo  too ;  men  being  commonly  apt  to  pulí 
the  harder,  the  faíler  another  holds  :  or  elfe  (if  they 
refolved  to  infiít  upon  it,  fince  I  was  already  engaged) 
to  valué  a  thing  which  coíts  his  Majeíly  nothing  for 
as  much  obligation  as  I  could  to  the  States,  which 
might  make  way  for  fome  material  return  upon  an¬ 
other  occafion. 

,  Monfieur  de  Witt  feemed  very  much  pleafed  at 
his  Majeíty’s  compliance  with  them  in  this  point ; 
and  faid,  if  I  knew  his  Majeíly’s  pleafure  in  any  par¬ 
ticular  which  he  defired  fhould  be  added,  or  any 
others  changed  for  common  convenience,  he  defired 
me  to  tell  him,  and  doubted  not  but  we  íhould  end 
it  in  twenty-four  hours  ♦,  but  he  was  unwilling  it 
fhould  fall  into  other  hands,  or  remain  undone,  for  the 
reafons  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  laíl.  After  much 
difcourfe,  and  no  way  left  to  avoid  the  thing,  we 
agreed  it  íhould  be  done,  but  with  an  ampie  article 
for  the  meeting  of  CommiíTioners  for  thofe  forefaid 
ends-,  and,  after  the  perpetuity,  I  will  endeavour  to 
get  in  thefe  words,  Aut  quoufque  faltem  ex  utriufque 
partís  confenfu  indicentur  commijjdrit ,  or  lome  words  to 
that  purpofe.  And  likewife,  in  the  preamble  of  this  fe- 
parate  inílrument,  fome  exprefíions  oí  this  kind :  Ut  óm¬ 
nibus  innote  fcat  qtiam  ftncerd  fanffáque fide  nuper  contraff* e 
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amicititf,  non  modo  in  pr¿efens ,  fed  in  pofteros ,  colenda  en¬ 
vere  voluernnt :  and,  ad  divellenda  peni  tus  qu¿ecunque  non 
modo  dijjenfionum ,  fed  et  litium  et  altercationum  femina : 
and,  ad  pr¿ecidendam  fpem  omnem ,  et  expettationem , 
rumcunque ,  pr¿edi£lam  amicitiam  nevis  altere  a  ticnibus  la - 
befattatam  iri ,  intereffe  pcjjit .  Which  are  things  that 
come  now  only  into  my  head,  but  íhall  be  digefted 
againft  we  meet  to-morrovv  upon  this  occafion.  And 
this  is  all  that  is  poííible  for  me  to  do  in  this  matter, 
and  which  at  leaft  is  likely  to  haden  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  and  to  leave  our  alliance  the  cleareít, 
firmeft,  and  molí  confident,  that  can  be.  I  confefs  I 
am  troubled  that  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  becaufe  your 
Lordfhip  fays,  his  Majefty  would  ratlier  have  had  it 
fo  :  and,  if  you  had  not  fentme,  afterthe  treaty’s  arri¬ 
val,  an  explanation  of  what  was  written  to  me  in  an  un- 
intelligible  cypher,  it  had  been  fo,  and  my  words  had 
been  fafe  ;  but  I  think  it  had  been  worfe  in  leaving  a 
difiatisfaftion  between  us,  which  is  now  avoided : 
and  I  find  my  Lord  Keeper,  in  a  letter  to  me,  feems 
to  put  no  weight  upon  it,  if  done  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  know  you  beth  put  a  great  deal  upon 
any  perfon’s  (employed  by  his  Majefty)  being,  and 
\  aíTing  for,  an  honeft  man. 

No  poli  going  from  henee  till  the  end  of  the  week, 

I  have  refolved  to  difpatch  this  by  the  yacht  that 
brought  over  my  brother,  whofe  orders  it  feems  are 
to  return  immediately :  but  I  know  not  how  to  find 
the  fafe  conveyance  for  the  Dutch  ratifications,  un- 
lefs  another  yacht  be  fent  for  them  about  a  week  or 
ten  days  henee  ;  and  to  that  end  I  íhall  leave  them 
with  Mr.  Cárter  at  my  Lord  Craverfs  houfe  here, 
and  who  does  all  his  Lordíhip’s  bufinefs,  who  fhall 
deliver  them  to  any  perfon  that  brings  a  letter  from 
your  Lordfhip  to  that  purpofe.  This,  í  think,  will 
be  much  better,  than  to  venture  them  with  me  in  my 
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journey  to  Brufíels,  or  upon  a  paffage  from  thcnce. 

I  am  ever,  iny  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  the  mention  of  this  inclofed  me¬ 
morial,  given  in  yeíterday  to  the  States,  and  by  thc  ir 
order  fent  me  with  a  compliment,  Ihey  would  leceive 
üOthing  without  communicating  it  to  me  .  they  íc- 
folve,  upon  the  Marquisas  anfwer  íoi  the  tieating  at 
Aix,  to  fend  likewife  thither,  but  refer  the  qualities 
or  number  of  perfons  to  the  Marquis’s  intentions  oí 
going  himfelf,  or  fending  lome  delegate  *,  and  that 
I  fuppofe  will  depend  upon  Don  Juan’s  coming  over. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  States  are  abiolutely  of  opinión, 
with  me,  that  no  treaty  can  begin  with  good  inten- 
tions  on  the  French  fide,  unlefs  they  conlent  to  a  luí- 
penfion  of  arms  while  it  laíls  *,  and  therefore,  that 
the  forcé  of  our  joint  míf anees  at  Pans  is  to  be  put 

upon  that  point. 

T 7  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman ,  Lord  Keeper . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  12,  N.  S.  1668. 

IReceived  by  my  brother  the  honour  of  your  Lord- 
fhip’s,  and  therein  the  teftimony  of  your  favour 
to  me  in  a  manner  fo  obliging,  and  indeed  altogether 
extraordinary,  that  I  know  as  little  how  to  acknow- 
ledge,  as  to  deferve  it ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  en- 
large  myfelf  upon  a  fubje£t,  where  I  am  fuie  not  to 
fucceed  as  I  defire ;  but  leave  it  to  time,  and  the  con- 
ftaney  of  my  fervices,  to  exprefs  how  very  fenfible  I 
am  of  what  I  owe,  and  how  great  a  valué  I  place  up¬ 
on  that  part  your  Lordíhip  is  pleafed  to  allow  me  in 
your  good  opinión  and  memory,  of  which  I  beg  the 
continuance,  eíteeming  them  among  the  very  beít  of 
my  poíTeffions. 

I  have  written  to  my  Lord  Arlington  at  large,  upon 
the  confidence  of  this  fafe  conveyance  by  the  return 
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of  the  yacht,  which  will  give  your  Lordíhip  your 
íhare  ot  trouble,  but,  withal,  a  full  profpedt  of  the  dif- 
poíitions  hete,  and  confecjuently  the  prefent  as  well  as 
future  líate  of  our  alliance,  if  it  be  purfued  with  the 
íame  diredtnefs  it  has  been  contra&ed  •  and  the  happy 
continuance  whereof,  I  am  perfeétly  of  your  Lord- 
íhip’s  mind,  is  the  true  intereft  of  both  nations,  and 
wid  be  the  fureft  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  honour, 
and  the  kingdom’s  fafety,  as  well  as  fatisfadtion.  The 
expreflion  your  Lordlhip  pleafes  to  make,  of  endea- 
yourmg,  ín  your  ftation,  the  inviolable  obfervation  of 
it,  I  fhall  valué,  before  I  part,  to  Monfieur  de  Witt 
.-.iid  the  other  Commiffioners,  as  it  deíerves,  which 
will  be  eafy  to  do  :  for  I  daré  fay  very  truly,  that  the 
general  opinión,  conceived  here  of  your  Lordíhip’s 
and  my  Lord  A  rlington’s  honour  and  fincerity,  and 
unbiaíTed  purfuit  of  the  true  intereft  of  the  kingdom, 
has  very  much  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  my  late 
negotiation,and  been  indeed  thefpring  of  any  honour, 

that  your  Lordíhip  or  any  others  may  attribute  to 
me  in  the  conduét  of  it. 

It  will  not  become  me  to  take  no  notice  of  thofe 
repeated  offers  your  Lordíhip  pleafes  to  make,  in  a 
faíhion  fo  extremely  obliging,  to  favour  me  in  any 
of  my  own  concernments  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  hum- 
bly  recommend  to  you  the  countenancing  my  wife  in 
her  purfuing  the  payment  of  my  ordinary  allowances 
while  1  am  abroad  ;  fince  the  narrownefs  of  my  own 
fortunes  (while  it  pleafes  God  to  continué  my  father’s 
lite  to  us)  will  not  fuffer  me  to  ferve  his  Majefty 
without  troubling  him,  as  I  am  forced  to  do,  when- 
ever  five  or  fix  months  of  my  ordinaries  are  grown  in 
arrears.  Thereíore,  upon  your  Lordíhip’s  engage- 
ment,  I  will  tell  my  wife,  íhe  may  beg  your  counte- 
nance  to  her  when  íhe  begins  her  next  purfuit  ofthat 
kind ;  and,  that  you  may  the  more  confidently  own 
joar  favouring  me  in  this  poijit,  I  will  afiure  your 
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Lordíhip,  his  Majeíly  (hall  never  be  troubled  with  any 
purfuits  of  mine,  farther  than  what  he  has  pleafed  to 
make  my  due,  by  any  ordinary  eftabliíhment,  though 
lower  than  that  of  a  much  cheaper  countiy,  as  I  arn 
informed  •,  but  that  is  very  indifferent  to  me  ;  for  I  am 
perfeétly  content  to  live  juft  in  the  pofture  his  Ma- 
jefty  thinks  fit  I  íhould,  while  I  ferve  him  •,  and  very 
willing  to  ípend  his  allowance  and  my  own  revenuc, 
but  no  more •,  which  is  the  plain  truth  of  my  ftory. 
And,  I  doubt,  nowthe  funds  at  Antwerp  fail,  out  of 
which  I  have  been  hitherto  paid  by  my  Lord  Arling- 
ton’s  favour  to  me,  fomething  againíl  the  Cornmií- 
fioners  inclination,  I  may  find  longer  attendances  up- 
on  the  Exchequer,  for  that  is  grown  or  growing  due, 
than  my  occaíions  will  fuffer,  which  makes  me  ufe 
this  liberty  to  your  Lordíhip  ;  though  I  íhould  not 
have  done  it,  had  you  not  now  twice,  and  of  youríelf, 
encouraged  me. 

For  the  obliging  meffage  my  brother  brought  me 
likewife  from  your  Lordíhip’s  favour  to  me,  belides 
my  acknowledgements,  I  fhall  only  fay  that a  what 
your  Lordíhip  pleafed  to  mention,  would  be  as  agree- 
able  to  my  inclinations  as  any  thing  I  know  *,  but  I 
íhall  never  prefume  to  alie  any  thing  of  that  kind  from 
his  Majefty,  no  more  than  of  any  other,  referring  my 
ílation,  and  every  thing  elfe,  wholly  to  his  pleafure 
and  choice,  while  I  have  the  honour  of  ferving 
him  :  befides,  I  find  every  body  here  and  in  Flan- 
ders  defigns  anóther  poft  for  me,  at  leaft  for  a  month 
or  tv/o  this  fpring,  if  the  treaty  happens  to  be  at  Aix ; 
believing,  that,  having  had  fo  much  part  in  what  has 
been  done  already,  I  am  likely  to  have  fome  part  in 
that  too  :  and  I  confefs,  becaufe  people  are  fallen  into 
this  thought,  I  may  take  the  contrary  for  a  mark  of 
his  Majefty’s  not  being  fatisfied  with  me  in  what  is 
paftj  and,  becaufe  I  am  by  advance  inftruñed  in  the 

a  It  was  that  he  íhould  be  Secretaiy  of  State. 
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bufinefs,  and  acquainted  with  perfons,  I  íhould  be 
very  well  pleafed  with  it,  if  his  Majefty  finds  none  to 
íerve  him  better,  efpecially  if,  by  the  Marquis’s  going 
thither  himfelf,  his  Majefty  íhould  find  it  fit  to  fend 
a  peí-fon  of  great  quality  to  maintain  the  port  of  the 
employment,  and  give  me  my  part  under  his  íhade. 

1  am  aíhamed  to  have  faid  all  this  of  myfelf  and 
my  concernir  en  ts  •,  and  befeech  your  Lordlhip  to  re- 
member,  that  you  have  drawn  it  all  from  me ;  and, 
after  that,  to  forget  it  all,  if  you  pleafe.  For,  to  fay 
the  truth,  I  am  very  well  as  I  am,  being  of  fo  dull  a 
complexión,  that  I  do  not  remember  any  ftation  or 
condition  of  life  1  have  been  in  thefe  dozen  years, 
which  I  have  not  been  pleafed  with,  and  a  little  un- 
willing  to  leave.  However,  what  thoughts  of  this 
kind  your  Lordíhip  íhall  have  of  me,  I  deíire  you  will 
pleafe  to  communicate  them  to  my  Lord  Arlington,  to 
whofe  favour  I  have  been  longobliged  :  and  whatever 
your  two  Lordíhips  íhall  think  fit  in  my  difpofal,  will 
be  ever  perfe&ly  welcome  to,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 

'  » 

To  my  Lord  Keeper . 


My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  13,  N.  S.  1668. 

SI  N  C  E  the  writing  of  your  Lordíhip’s  letter,  and 
the  fealing  up  of  my  Lord  Arlington’s  pacquet, 
I  have  been  fo  far  prefied  by  my  Monfieur  de  Witt,  to 
fend  him  the  arricie  for  meeting  Commiffioners,  I  de- 
fired  might  be  added  to  the  provifional  arricies  in  a 
new  inílrument,  that  I  have  been  fain  to  digeít  it  as 
well  as  I  could,  according  to  my  Lord  Arlington’s 
inftruótions  and  your  Lórdfhip’s  fince  given  me  in 
your  letter.  I  thought  fit  likewife  to  draw  up  a  pre¬ 
amble  to  it,  whereby  it  might  appear,  that  the  inten- 
tion  of  this  agreement  was  only  an  effeót  of  our  mu¬ 
tual  kindnefs,  and  for  prevention  of  any  difputes  that 
might  poffibly  arife  to  interrupt  it,  and  for  cutting 
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off  all  our  enemies  hopes  ever  to  fee  us  any  more 
make  way  for  their  ends  by  our  fu  ture  diflenfion.  I 
will  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  copy  on  the  other  íide  of 
this  fheet,  of  both  preamble  and  artide,  which  I  have 
been  forced  to  draw  up  as  haftily  as  1  could ;  and 
hope,  if  Monfieur  de  Witt  thinks  fit  to  pafs  it  in  this 
form,  it  will  be  in  all  points  of  more  honour  and  ad  - 
vantao-e  to  us,  even  than  to  have  had  it  all  omitted, 

I  defire  your  Lordíhip  to  communicate  all  this  to  my 
Lord  Arlington,  and  to  excufe  this  trouble,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  Lordfhip’s  pacquet  being  already  fealed  up. 

I  am  ever,  &c. 

Procemium  tra&atüs  ínter  Anglos  et  Hollandos, 

Feb.  13,  1668. 

OUandoquidem ,  annuente  divina  gratid ,  et  confpirante 
mutuarum  rerum  falute ,  ¿equé  ac  chriftiani  orbisjam 
temporis  necejjitate  vigefimo  tertio  die  Januarii  pr ex¬ 
ime  elapfi ,  Ínter  fereniffimum - et - — concia fum 

et  fignatum  fit  feedus  perpetuum  defenfivum ,  fortijfjimis 
atrinque  tam  mari  quam  térra  pr¿ejlandis  auxiliis  commu - 
nitum.  Eodemque .  die  alioque  inftrumento ,  de  rerum  vi - 
cinarum  tranquillitate ,  paceque  orbi  chriftiano  refiiiuen - 

da ,  Ínter  pradidlum - et - pronis  animis  con - 

fultum  et  conventum  fuerit ,  adeoque  nihil  aliud  protinns 
fuperejje  videatur ,  quod  tam  mutua  volúntate  conjiatam 
amiátiam  et  neceffitudinem  ullo  demum  tempore  interpel - 
lare  poterit ,  pr¿eter  conlroverfias  de  mercimoniorum  Jpe- 
ciebus  hiñe  inde  redigerdis  forfitan  orituras ,  et  ex  incertd 
vel  ambigua  ejufmodi  rerum  atrinque  adjudicatione  forfitan^ 
etiam  promovendis .  §uo  autem  ómnibus  innote fcat  quam 
fincerd  fandtdque  jide  pr¿ediflus  —  et  —  nuper  confiáis 
amiciti¿e  non  modo  in  pr¿efens  fed  et  ad  pofieros  colend £ 
cavere  voluerint ,  jamdemum  ad  divellenda  qtuecunque  non 
modo  dijfenfionum  fed  vel  altercaticnum  femina ,  pr¿eciden- 
¿amqite  penitus  eorum  fpem  aut  expedí ationem  quorumcun - 
2  qu$ 
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que  demum  pradiflam  amicitiam  novis  litibus  concuffam 
aut  labefaEiatam  iri¡  ínter  fe  poterit :  in  fubfequentes  ar¬ 
ticules  utrinque  conventum  eft ,  qui  pro  norma  et  regula 
ejufmodi  rerum  maritimarum  et  mere  atur  ¿e  hiñe  inde  re - 
digendd  mutuo  et  perpetuo  obfervabuntur ,  aut  quoufque 
f altera  ex  utriufque  partís  arbitrio  et  confenfu  Commijfarii 
indicentur  et  conveníante  ad  uberiorem  eis  de  rebus  ómni¬ 
bus  navigationifque  legibus  traftatum^  et  communi  utrin¬ 
que  commodo  et  ulteriore  experientid  dirigendum . 

i  .  i 

Sequuntur  articuli. 

*  /  * 

Concluíio. 

CU  M  autem  rerum  omnium  et  conventionum  commo- 
da  aut  incommoda  non  nifi  traMu  temporis  mutu¿eque 
experientid  dccumentis  peni  tus  indagari  poterunt •, .  con  • 
ventura  itaque  ejl  ut  quocunque  demum  tempore  utrique 
partí  id  vifum  fuerit^  ex  communi  confenfu  indici  et  con¬ 
venir e  poterunt  utrinque  delegati  Commijfarii ,  quorum  cur¿e 
erit  et  operis  quodeunque  in  fuprci  memoratis  articulis  de¬ 
fe  cijfe  reperietur,  fupplere ,  quodeunque  autem  incongruum 
et  utrinque  incommodum ,  mutare  aut  circumfcribere ,  et 
uberiorem  demum  hifee  de  rebus  ómnibus  traftatum  abfal- 
vere  prorfus  et  perlimare. 

To  the  States  at  jirjl  audience. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

WHereas  his  Majefty  of  Great  Britain,  thc  King 
my  Mafter,  hath  already  found  the  good  ef- 
feófcs  of  the  late  peace,  concluded  at  Breda  with  your 
High  and  Mighty  Lordíhips,  by  the  general  fatisfac- 
tion  of  his  Majefty’s  iubje&s,  as  well  as  his  own,  and 
doubts  not  but  your  Lordíhips  have  likewife  found 
the  lame  efFefhs  among  your  people  in  general,  as  well 
as  among  yourfelves :  his  Majefty  efteems  nothing 

'  more 
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more  likely  to  increafe  the  mutual  fatisfa&ion,  ñor  to 
afiiire  the  fafety  of  both  nations,  than  an  increafe  of 
the  confidence  and  friendíhip  already  contrafted  be- 
tween  his  Majefty  and  your  Lordfhips,  by  a  ftnóter 
and  firmer  alliance  at  this  time. 

And,  whereas  his  Majefty,  contented  with  thofe 
areat  and  powerful  kingdoms  and  domimons,  which 
Almighty  God  has  given  him  by  an  undifputed  fuccef- 
fion,  covets  nothing  from  his  neighbours,  ñor  has 
other  thoughts  or  wiíhes,  befides  thofe  of  the  com- 
mon  peace  and  repole  of  Chriftendom  ;  his  Majefty 
finds  himfelf,  in  this  conjun&ure,  fenfibly  touched  by 
the  calamities  fo  many  others  are  like  to  feel  from 
the  continuance  of  the  war  lately  broken  out  between 
the  neighbour  Crowns,  and  which,  in  courfe  of  time, 
cannot°but  involve  moft  of  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Chriftendom,  unlefs  the  flame  be  quenched  before  it 
rife  too  high.  And  his  Majefty  believes,  that  nothing 
can  fo  much  contribute  towards  a  fafe  and  fudden 
compoíure  of  that  quarrel,  ñor  confequently  reftore 
the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  as  a  joint  mediation  of  his 
Majefty  with  your  High  and  Mighty  Lordfhips  (to- 
o-ether  with  each  other’s  allies)  between  the  two  Crowns, 
now  in  war. 

Upon  thefe  two  confiderations,  his  Majefty  hath 
thought  fit  to  fend  me  to  your  Lordfhips  with  full 
powers  to  treat  and  conclude  upon  what  íhall  be 
found  necefíary,  between  his  Majefty  and  your  Lord- 
lhips,  in  the  adjuftment  of  all  matters  tending  to 
thefe  great  ends.  And  fince  nothing  can  bring  thefe 
negotiations  to  be  of  effeft,  fo  much  as  the  fuddennefs 
of  their  conclufion,  I  defire  your  Lordíhips  to  ap- 
point  fuch  Commiflioners  as  you  fhall  think  fit,  with 
whom  I  may  fall  upon  the  treaty  of  thefe  matters,  and 
to  whom  I  am  ready  to  expofe  the  full  powers  which 
his  Majefty,  the  King  my  Mafter,  has  given  me  upon 
this  occafion, 

At 
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/í/  Audience  of  Leave  to  A  mon  Audience  de  congé 
the  States-GenerM.  aux  Eílats  Géneraux. 


High  and  Mighty  Lords . 
TLI I  S  Majefty  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  the  King  my  Mafter, 
having  feen  fo  happily  finifh- 
ed,  and  in  fo  few  days,  three 
feveral  treatieswith  your  High 
and  Mighty  Lordíhips;  by 
which  the  common  fecurity  of 
both  nations  iseflabliíhed,the 
feeds  of  all  new  differences 
entirely  rooted  out,  and  the 
way  laid  open  to  the  peace 
of  Chriílendom,  in  cafe  our 
neighbours  proceed  with  the 
fame  good  faith,  wherewith 
we  have  begun  ;  his  Majefty 
thinks  he  has  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  my  fervices  here,  be- 
caufe  Minifters  are  only  pro¬ 
per  for  faílening  and  cement- 
ing  a  confidence  and  friend- 
íhip ;  whereas  ours  is  fo  firm- 
lyeftabliíhed,  as  not  torequire 
any,  even  the  moft  ordinary 
fupports. 

For  this  reafon,  his  Majefty 
has  ordered  my  return  to  Bruf- 
fels,  there  to  purfue,  in  con- 
cért  with  your  Lordíhips,  in 
favour  of  our  neighbours, 
what  we  have  here  concluded 
for  ourfelves.  But  hisMajefty 
has  commanded  me,  upon  my 
departure,  to  aíTure  your  Lord¬ 
íhips  from  him,  that,  as  aíl 
tbings  are  beft  preferved  by  the 
lame  means  they  are  begun, 
fo  his  Majefty  will  not  fail  for 

ever 


HautsetPuiíTans  Seigneurs, 
O  A  Majejlé  le  Roy  de  la  Gran - 
^  de  Bretagne  mon  maítre , 
ayant  vú  conclurre  ft  henreufe - 
ment^  &  en  fi peu  de jours ,  trols 
diver s  traitez  avec  V.  H.  &  P , 
S.  par  lefquels  la  Júrete  commu- 
ne  des  deux  nations  vient  d’etre 
retablie  \  les  femences  de  toutes 
les  nouvelles  difeordes  entierement 
deracinéeSi  &  le  chemin  a  la 
paix  IA  au  repos  ouvert  pour  la 
Chretientéi  en  cas  que  n°s  v oiftns 
s’y  portent  avec  la  meme  foy  & 
la  meme  franchife  qui  nous  Va 
deja  fait  acheminer  \  Ja  Majef- 
té  croit  n av oir  plus  befoin  de 
moy  en  ce  lien ,  puifque  les  Mi- 
nijlres  ne  fervent  Úf  ne  font  pro- 
pres  qu’a  cimenter  et  entretenir 
la  confiancc  \  mais  la  notre  fe 
voit  établie  fur  de  fi  folides  fon - 
demens  quelle  rí aura  plus  befoin 
des  appuis  ni  des  aides  ordinal - 


res. 


CVeJl  ponrquoy  fa  Majejié  or - 
donne  mon  retour  a  Brujfélles9 
pour  y  pourfuivre  de  concert 
avec  V.  S.  en  farotur  denos  vm - 
fine,  ce  que  nous  venons  de  con¬ 
clurre  ley  pour  nous  me  mes :  mais 
elle  m'a  commandé  fur  mon  de- 
par  t  d'  aJJurtf  V.  S.  de  fa  party 
que  comée  une  chofe  iCejt  ja  mais 
mieux  confervée  que  par  les 
principes  qui  V oni  fait  naitrcy 
aujf  fa  Majejlé  ne  manquera 
pas  d^ob fervor  confammcnt  tout 

ce 
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ever  to  obíVrvc  what  ne  has 
dow  cóncluded,  with  the  lame 
faith,  the  fame  fincerity,  and 
the  fame  open  heart,  where- 
witli  he  gavé  command  they 
íhould  be  negotiated  :  and  his 
Majeftydoubts  not  at  all,  that 
your  Lordíhips  are  entirely  re- 
folved  to  proceed  afterthe  lame 
manner,  which  is  thehighefl 
mark  of  a  perfecl  confidence 
to  be  given  at  prefent. 

For  my  own  particular,  I 
cannot  part  from  henee,  w  ith- 
out  exprelTing  my  fatisfadíion 
at  the  íincere  and  judicious 
proceeding  of  your  High  and 
MightyLordíhips  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  thefe  negotiations  ; 
and  particularly  at  the  great 
prudence  you  have  íhewn  in 
the  choice  of  thofe  Commif- 
fioners  you  gave  me.  Their 
candour  and  íincerily,  their 
great  capacity  and  application, 
did  contribute  very  much  to 
the  quick  and  happy  conclu- 
fion  of  our  treaties.  For  my 
own  particular,  as  I  íhall  ever 
bear  in  mind,  with  joy  and 
pleafure,  this  fhort  fpace  of 
time  I  have  paíTed  with  your 
Lordíhips,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  world  I  may  be ;  fo  I  (hall 
always  contribute  by  my  good 
wiíhes,  and  whatever  fervices 
I  may  be  capable  of,  to  the 
fupport  of  this  good  intelli- 
gence,  fo  happily  reftored  be- 
tween  both  nations.  In  the 
mean  time,  God  Almighty 
take  your  High  and  Mighty 
Lordíhips  into  his  holy  pro- 
te&ion. 

A  Letter 


ce  qui  vient  dyetre  conclu ,  id  ce¬ 
la  avec  autant  de  bonne  foy ,  avec 
la  meme fmeerité ,  id  la  méme  droi  - 
ture  de  cceur ,  qu  on  luy  a  vü  te- 
moigner  lors  quelle  Va  fait  negó - 
átr :  et  ja  Majejlé  ne  doute 
point  que  V .  S.  nefoient  entiere - 
Ttient  refolus  d  teñir  la  mane  con - 
duite  a  Jon  égard ;  id  c  ejl  la  le 
dernier feau  qui  doit  etre  appoje 
de  part  id  d’autre  d  nos  traitez 
pour  preuve  d’une  parfaite  con - 
flanee . 

Pour  ce  qui  me  regar  de  en  par - 
ticulier ,  je  ne  faurois  fortir  d'icy 
fans  me  louer  hautement  de  la  ju - 
dicieufe  id  fncere  conduite  de 
vos  PL  id  P.  S.  dans  teut  le 
cours  de  cette  negociation ,  id 
particulierejnent  de  V  extreme 
prudence  que  vous  avez  fait  pa- 
roítre  dans  le  choix  de  meffeurs 
les  Commijfaircs  que  vous  m  avez 
donnez.  Leur  candeur ,  leur  ca¬ 
pacité  confommée ,  leur  ardeur, 
id  leur  application  pour  Vajfaire 
propofee ,  nontpas  peu  contribué 
au  bonheur  id  d  la  r  api  dité  de 
la  conclu  fon  de  nos  traitez.  Pour 
moy ,  conime  je  me  fouviendray, 
toute  ma  vie  avec  joye ,  id  me  me 
avec  tendreffe ,  du  court  cfpace  de 
tems  que  f ay  paffé  pres  de  P.  S , 
aujf  dans  quelque  lieu  du  monde 
que  je  fois  appellé  d  paffer  ma 
vie,  je  ne  negligeray  jamais  de 
contribuer  par  mes  voeux ,  par 
toute s  fortes  de  foins ,  id  de  fer¬ 
vices  dont  je  me  croiray  capable , 
au  maintien  de  cette  mutuelle  in - 
telligence  que  je  vois  f  beureufe- 
ment  rét ablie  entre  les  deux  na¬ 
tions.  Cependant  je  prieray  Dieu 
ardemment  de  pr emir e  vos  H .  id 
P,  S.  fousfa  fainte  proteffion. 

Lettrc 
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A  Letter  from  the  States  to 
the  Ring  of  Great  Bri- 
tain . 

Feb.  18, N.  S. 
SIR,  1668. 

T  T  is  merely  in  compliance 
to  cuftom,  that  we  do  our- 
felves  the  honour  to  write  to 
yourMajefty,  in  anfwerto  the 
letter  youwere  pleafed  to  fend 
us,  relating  to  Sir  William 
Temple  :  For  we  can  add  no- 
thing  to  what  your  Majefíy 
has  feen  yourfelf  of  his  con- 
du¿l,  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  ne- 
gotiation  committed  to  his 
charge.  As  it  is  a  thing  with- 
out  example,  that,  in  fo  few 
days,  three  fuch  important 
treaties  have  been  concluded; 
fo  we  can  fay,  that  the  addrefs, 
the  vigilance,  and  the  finceri- 
ty  of  this  Minifter,  are  alfo 
without  example.  We  are 
extremely  obliged  toyour  Ma- 
jefty,  that  you  are  pleafed  to 
make  ufe  of  an  inftrument  fo 
proper  for  coníirming  that 
ftriét  amity,  and  good  intelli- 
gence,  which  the  treaty  at 
Ereda  had  fo  happily  begun  : 
and  we  are  bold  to  fay,  that, 
if  your  Majefty  continúes  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  Minifters, 
the  knot  will  grow  too  faíf, 
ever  to  be  untied  ;  and  your 
Majefty  will  ever  find  a  moft 
particular  fatisfaéfion  by  it,  as 
weil  as  we,who,  after  our  moft 
hearty  thanks  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  for  this  favour,  íhall  pray 
God,  &c.  and  remain,  Sir,  &e, 

/i  Letter 


Lettre  de  Recréance  de  la 
part  des  Eftats,  au  Roy 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 


Le  18  de  Fevr.  S.  N. 
SIRE,  1668. 

E  ríejl  que pour  futí sf aire  a  la 
^  coútume  que  nous  nous  don - 
nons  rbonneur  d'éerire  a  votre 
MajeflL  en  véponfe  de  la  lettre 
qu'il  luy  a  plünous  é Irire  au  fu- 
jet  de  Monfieur  le  Cbevalier 
Temple  ;  car  nous  ne  pouvons 
rien  ajoúter  a  ce  que  votre  Ma - 
jefe  méme  a  vú  de  fa  conduite , 
par  le  fucces  de  la  negociation 
qui  luy  avoit  éte  confié e.  Com- 

me  c  ejl  une  chofe  J'ans  exemple 
que  dans  fi  peu  de  jours  trois  fit 
importans  traite %  ont  été  ajufiezy 
aujfi  pouvons-nous  dire  que  Fa- 
drejfe ,  la  vigilance ,  id  la  fin - 
cerité  de  ce  Minifre  font  aujfi 
fans  exe?nple.  Nous Jommes  bi¬ 

en  fort  obligez  d  T.  M ’  de  ce 
quil  luy  a  plü  Je  fervir  di  un  in - 
frument  fi  propre  d  achever  d’- 
étreindre  le  nceud  dya?niíi'e  id  de 
bonne  intelligence  que  le  traite  de 
Ere  da  avoit  commenc'e  a  ferrer : 
et  nous  ofons  dire¡  que  fi  elle  con¬ 
tinué  cF employer  de  femblablcs 
Minijlres ,  le  lien  deviendra  in - 
diffoluble ,  íd  elle  en  tirera  ton - 
jours  une  fatisfadlion  touie  par- 
ticuliere  aufji  bien  que  nous ,  qui 
aprés  Favoir  remercié  de  tout 
notre  cceur  de  cette  favcur ,  pri- 
erons  DUu ,  ific,  Sire7  idc* 


Moníieur 


i 


and  other  Minijlcrs  of  State.  361 

\ 

A  Letter  from  Monfieur  de  Monfieur  de  Witt  a  Mr- 
Witt  to  tny  Lord  Arling-  lord  Arlington. 

ton . 


Feb.  14?  N.  S. 

My  Lord ,  1668. 

S  it  vvas  impoííible  to  fend 
a  Minifter  of  greater  ca- 
pacity,or  more  proper  for  the 
temper  and  genios  of  this  na- 
tion,  than  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple  ;  fo,  I  believe,  no  other 
perfon,  either  will,  or  can, 
more  equitably  judge  of  the 
difpofition  wherein  he  has 
found  the  States  to  anfwer  the 
good  intentions  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain.  Sir  William 
Temple  ought  not  to  be  lefs 
fatisfied  with  the  readinefs 
wherewith  the  States  have 
paíTed  over  to  the  concluding 
and  figningof  thofetreaties  for 
which  he  carne  hither,  than 
they  (the  States)  are  with  his 
condu£I,  and  agreeable  man- 
ner  of  dealing  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  negotiation.  It 
appears,  my  Lord,  that  you 
thoroughly  underftand  men, 
and  beíiow  your  friendfhipon- 
ly  upon  fuch  as  deferve  it,  fince 
you  caufe  perfons  to  be  em- 
ployed  who  acquit  themfelves 
fo  worthily.  I  think  myfelf 
happy  to  have  negotiated  with 
him,  and  that,  by  his  means, 
your  Lordíhip  hath  beenplea- 
íed  to  give  me  a  new  teílimo- 
ny  of  your  goodwill.  For  the 
favour  you  fay  his  Majedy  is 
píeafed  to  have  for  me  j  I  have 
Yol.  I»  no 


Le  1 4  Fcvr* 
Monfieur,  S.  N.  1 668. 
il  riétoit  pos  pojjible 
^  di  en  voy  er  icy  un  Minijire 
plus  capahle  ni  plus  propre  pour 
le  naturel  &  le  gente  de  cette  na - 
i  ion  que  Monfieur  le  Cbevalier 
Temple  ;  auffi  croy  je  que  V on 
riauroit  pas  pü  choiftr  une  per - 
fonne  qui  puijje  ou  veuille  phs 
equitablement  jugcr  déla  difpof - 
tion  en  laquelle  ti  a  trouvé  les  Ü- 
tats  a  repondré  aux  bonnes  in  - 
tentions  du  Roy  de  la  Grande 
B retagne.  11  ne  doit  pas  etre 
moins  fatisfait  de  la  promptitude 
avec  laquelle  les  Etats  ont  pafsé 
outre  a  la  conclufton  &  fgnature 
des  traitez  pour  lefquds  il  ejl  ve- 
nu  icy  ;  quils  font  de  fa  condui - 
te ,  &  de  fa  belle  maniere  di  agir 
en  toute  la  fuite  de  fa  negocia  - 
tion .  11  paroit ,  Monfieur ,  que 

vous  vous  connotffez  en  hommesy 
&  que  vous  ne  donnez  vbtre  a- 
mitie  qii  a  ceux  qui  la  meritentr 
pnifquc  vous  faites  employer  des 
perfonncs  qui  s’ acquittent  fi  dig - 
nement .  Je  ni ejlime  heureux 

di avoir  eu  d  negocier  avec  luy , 
&  de  ce  que  par  Jon  mayen  ti 
vous  a  plú  ?ne  donner  un  nouveau 
temoignage  de  votre  bienveil - 
lance.  Pour  ce  qui  ejl  de  la 
bonte  que  vous  dites  que  fa  Ala- 
jefe  a  pour  moy  ;  je  ne  Fay  me- 
rite  point  que  par  le  refpeft  que 
fay  pour  fa  per  Jome  Royale , 
A  a  dont 
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no  otherways  deferved  it,  than 
by  my  refpe&s  for  his  Royal 
perfon,  whereof  I  (hall  endea- 
vour  to  give  proofs  upon  all 
occafions  his  Majeíly  wil! 
pleafe  to  afford  me.  In  the 
mean  while,  1  íhall  wait  with 
impatience  for  Tome  opportu- 
nity  to  íhew  how  feníible  I 
am  of  ali  your  Lordíhip’s  ci¬ 
vilices,  which  F  íhall  ever  ac- 
knowledge,  by  a  true  efteem 
for  your  merits,  and  by  a 
flrong  paíTion  to  let  you  fee, 
that  I  am,  with  as  much  fin- 
cerity,  as  you  can  defire,  my 
Lord,  your,  &c. 


IVillum  Templé, 

dont  je  t acber ay  de  luy  domisr 
de  $  preuves  d  toutes  les  occafions 
qii  elle  me  fera  la  grace  de  ríen 
faire  naítre.  fattens  bien  avec 
autant  di impatience  celles  ou  je 
vous  puijfe  temoigner  combien  je 
fuis  fenfible  d  toutes  vos  civi - 
litezy  queje  reconnoitray  toujours 
par  un  v entable  ejlime  pour  vo* 
tre  merite ,  id  par  une  tres  fort 
pajfion  de  vous  faire  voir  que  je 
fuis  avec  autant  de  fincerite  que 
vous  pouvez,  defirer ,  Monfieur , 
votre¿  &c. 


fhe  Triple  Alliance  copied  Factum  tripliciter  con- 
from  the  original  papers .  ventum. 


'\17Hereas,  by  the  late  trea- 
**  ty  concluded  at  Breda, 
between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Netherlands, 
both  nations  have  been  refto- 
red,  through  the  bleíling  of 
God,  to  that  ancient  friend- 
íhip  and  good  correfpondence 
which  was  between  them :  and 
in  order  to  cut  off  all  occafi- 
ons  of  farther  differences,  and 
to  prevent  all  new  accidents, 
which  might  tend  to  the  dif- 
turbance  of  the  faid  amity  and 
good  correfpondence  of  the 
fubjeéls  on  either  part,  fome 
articles  and  rules  of  naviea»> 

y  .  O  * 

tion  and  commerce  were  there 
agreed  ;  and  particularly,  by 
theeleventh  article  of  the  faid 
treaty,  it  was  ardained,  that 
5  the 


(fiUandcquidem  padlis,  non  ita 
t^S^pridem  Breda  ínter 
Magna  Britannia  Re- 
gem ,  &  foederati  Belgii  Or di¬ 
ñes  generales ,  conclufis ,  prijlina 
ínter  utramque  nationem  a  míe  i - 
ti  a  ac  bona  correfpondentia  au¬ 
mente  divina  grada  refituia , 
adeoque  ad  prrecidendam  omnem 
omni no  in  poferum  novis  dijfdi - 
is  anfam ,  atque  ad  pr averíen- 
da  nova  ínter  utriufque  partís 
fubditos  accidentia ,  qua  difíam 
amiciiiam  ac  bonam  correfpon- 
dentiam  turbare  aliquando  pcf  * 
fnt,  in  artículos  qitojdam  legef  - 
que  navigaúorís  ac  commercio- 
r.um  ibidern  confinfutn  atque J'pe- 
ciatim  undécimo  died  tradtatús 
articulo  jlatutum  fiy  uii  dic¬ 
tas 


and  otber  Minijlers  of  State • 


the  faid  King,  and  the  faid 
States-General,  íhall  be  ob- 
liged  as  friends,  allies,  and 
confederates,  mutually  tode- 
fend  the  rights  and  immuni- 
ties  of  each  other’s  fubje£ts, 
againft  al I  fuch  as  íhall  endea- 
vour  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
either  State  by  fea  or  by  land, 
or  fuch  as,  living  within  the 
dominions  of  either,  (hall  be 
declared  public  enemies  by 
the  one  or  the  other:  and  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  particularly  de- 
termined,  in  what  way  and 
manner  the  faid  confederates 
ífand  obliged  mutually  to  fuc- 
cour  each  other ;  and  that  it 
is  the  fixed  refolution  of  the 
faid  King  of  Great  Brítain, 
and  of  the  faid  States-Gene- 
ral,  more  and  more  to  corro¬ 
bórate  and  accomplifh  the 
faid  agreement :  therefore  in 
the  firft  place,  and  above  all 
other  things,  they  confent  to 
confirm  the  faid  treaty  con- 
cluded  at  Breda,  together  with 
the  faid  laws  of  navis;ation 
and  commerce  relating  to  the 
fame,  as  by  thefe  prefents  they 
are  confirmed,  under  a  mutual 
and  undiflbluble  obligation  to 
obferve  and  accompliíh  them 
truly  and  faithfully,  and  to 
command  the  fubjedfs  on  both 
lides  exadtty  and  religiouíly  to 
obferve  and  fulfd  them  accord- 
ing  to  the  genuine  fenfe  and 
tenor  of  the  faid  treaty  and  ar- 
ticles :  and  for  the  better  af- 
certaining  the  mutual  aílifi> 
anee  that  the  parties  are  to  give 

each 


363 

tus  Dominus  Rexy  di  ¿fique 
Domini  O r diñes  Generales ,  ma - 
neant  amici  con f ceder aú  nccej- 
fitudine  et  amicitiá ,  conjundíi  et 
ajlrifii ,  ad  jura  atque  immuni- 
tates  fubditorwn  altcrutrius  con - 
tra  quoficunquc  demum  tuendasy 
qui  utriufiue  Jlatus  pacem  térra 
marive  djlurbare  conabuntury 
vel  qui  infra  alterutra  dominia 
degentes  publici  utriufque  Jlatus 
hojles  denunciabuntur ;  ñeque 
tamen  fpecifice  definita  reper ian - 
tur  media ,  auxiliave ,  quibus 
ficederatorum  pars  una  alteriy 
tali  in  cafiu ,  fiuccurrere  debeat  : 
di¿lo  autem  magna:  Britanniez 
Regi ,  di¿t  fique  Ordinibus  Ge - 
neralibus ,  Jlet  fiententia  ijibac 
pa¿la  corroborandi  magis ,  ma- 
gi fique  perficiendi ¿placuit  impri¬ 
mís  atque  ante  omnia ,  diftum 
traflatum  Breda  conclufium , 
di¿i afique  leges  navigationis  ac 
commerciorum  eo  fpett  antes  con  - 
firmare ,  quemadmodum  per  prez- 
Jentia  confirmantur ,  obligations 
mutua  atque  indijjolubili  cas 
bona  fide  obfiervandi  atque  ad - 
implendi ,  jubendique  ut  a  fiub- 
ditis  utrinque  exaóle  atque  r eli¬ 
gióse  obfierventur  atque  adimple - 
antur ,  juxta  genuinum  di  ¿ti 
traflatús  di¿lorumque  articulo - 
rum  fienfium  ac  tenorem.  Ut 
autem  prezterea  de  fipecialiore 
auxiliar um  mutuo  prezjlandorum 
A  a  2  de  - 
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each  other,  which  was  omit- 
ted  in  the  preceding  treaty ; 
for  increafing  amity  and  friend- 
íhip  between  the  faid  King 
and  States-General,  and  that 
full  provifion  may  be  made  by 
a  nearer  alliance  and  unión, 
for  the  fafety  and  mutual  de- 
fence  of  both  States,  againíl 
the  pernicious  endeavours  and 
hoñile  attempts  ofany  enemy 
under  any  pretext  whatever : 
We  whoíe  ñames  are  under 
written,  in  virtue  of  the  or- 
ders  and  full  powers  granted 
to  us,  and  hereunder  to  be  in- 


ferted,  docovenant  and  agree, 
that  the  faid  King  of  Great 
Eritain,  and  the  faid  States- 
General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  íhall  be  mutually  obli- 
ged,  united,  and  confederated 
together,  as  they  are  by  the 
forcé  and  virtue  of  thefe  pre- 
fents  mutually  obliged,  united, 
and  confederated  in  a  perpe¬ 
tual  league  defenfive,  in  the 
manner,  and  under  the  con- 
ditions  following. 


defignatione  prioribus  padlis  0- 
mij]a ,  pro  amicitia  ínter  didlum 
Dominum  Regem ,  di flof que  Dó¬ 
minos  Ordines  Generales  incre¬ 
mento  majori  conjiet ,  utque  fe- 
curitati  et  defenfioní  mutues  u- 
triufque  Jlatus  contra  infejlos 
conatus  vel  infultus  hojliles  a 
quoquam  forte  quocunque  demum 
fub  prastextu  inflituendos ,  are- 
tiori  foedere  atque  unione  pie- 
id  profpiciatur  \  nos  ínfra  ferip- 
tif  virtute  mandatí  plencsque 
potejlatis  nohis  concejfce  atque 
inferías  inferen  des  convenimus 
atque  jlatuimus  di  ¿han  Domi¬ 
num  magnas  Britannies  Regem , 
di  di  of  que  Dóminos f ceder  ati  Bel- 
gii  Or diñes  Generales ,  invi- 
cem  objlridlos ,  mitos  atque  con- 
f ceder  atos  fore  ;  quemadmodum 
vi  ac  vigore  presfentium  invi - 
cem  objlridli ,  uniti  atque  con - 
f ceder  ati  funt ,  foedere  defenfvo 
perpetuo ,  modo  atque  conditioni- 
bus  fequentibus . 


I. 

That,  if  any  Prince,  State, 
or  other  perfon  whatever, 
without  exception,  íhall  under 
any  pretext,  invade,  or  at- 
temptto  invade  the  territories, 
countries,  or  any  places  that 
lie  within  the  dominions  of 
the  faid  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  or  íhall  exercife  any  a¿fs 
of  hoíHlitv  by  fea  or  by  land, 
againít  the  íaid  King  or  bis 
fubjedls,  the  faid  States  «Gene¬ 
ral 


I. 

Dhiod  fi  Principian  Statu- 
urnve  ahquis ,  aut  quüibet  alius , 
qualijeunque  Ule  tándem  fuerit t 
nernine  excepto ,  fub  quocunque 
prastextu  invaferit ,  vel  invade- 
re  tent averi t ,  territorio ,  regio - 
nefque ,  aut  loca  queelibet  fub 
ditions  di  ¿i  i  magues  Britannies 
R.egis  fita ,  aliumve  quema  tu¬ 
que  adlum  hojhlem  térra  mar  ive 
centra  didlum  Dominum  Regem 
ejujve  fubditos  excraierii  ;  di  di  i 

Dctnhii 
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ral  (hall  be  obligcd,  as  by  vir- 
tue  of  thefe  prefents  they  are 
obliged,  to  íend  forty  íhips  of 
war,  well  furniílied  with  all 
things  necefíary,  to  aílift  the 
faid  King  to  oppofe,  fupprefs, 
and  repel,  all  í'uch  infults  and 
aófs  of  hoítility,  and  to  pro¬ 
cure  him  due  reparation  for 
any  damages  fuftained  :  that  is 
to  lay,  fourteen  of  tbe  faid 
íhips  íhall  carry  from  fixty  to 
eighty  great  guns,  and  four 
hundred  men,  a  juít  allowance 
and  computation  being  made, 
as  well  with  refpect  to  thofe 
íhips  that  carry  a  greater,  as 
thofe  that  carry  a  leíTer  num- 
ber  of  men  :  fourteen  other 
íhips  íhall  carry  from  forty  to 
ílxty  guns,  and,  one  with  an- 
other,  three  hundred  men  at 
the  leaíl,  allowance  to  be 
made  as  before,  and  none  of 
the  reíf  to  carry  lefs  than  fix 
and  thirty  guns,  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men.  Bebdes 
which,  they  íhall  aílift  him 
with  fix  thoufand  foot  foldiers, 
and  four  hundred  horfe,  or 
íhall  pay  a  fum  of  money  with 
due  regard  to  the  juít  valué  of 
fuch  an  aííiftance,  either  for 
the  whole,  or  a  part,  at  the 
choice  of  the  faid  King.  All 
thefe  aids  íhall  be  furniílied 
within  fix  weeks  after  they 
íhall  be  demanded  ;  and  the 
faid  King  íhall  reimburfe  the 
whole  charge  to  the  faid  States, 
within  three  years  after  the 
condufion  of  the  war. 

1 

II  Tnat, 


Domini  Or  diñes  Generóles  teñe - 
buntur ,  quemadmodum  virtute 
prafentium  ten  entur ,  dicto  Do - 
mino  Regí,  od  infulius  eos  a  ti  uf- 
que  hojiiles  arcén  dos,  fuppri - 
mendos ,  atque  repellendos ,  de¬ 
bita  trique  damni  dati  repar  atio- 
nem  obtinendam ,  auxilio  adeJJ'e 
quaclr aginia  navibus  bellicis  pro  - 
be  infrutlis  ;  quorum  quatuor - 
de  cení  a  fexaginta  ad  otdoginta 
tormenta  bellico  majara ,  homi - 
nejque  quadringentos  ferant  fin¬ 
gida,  facía  jujla  compenfatione 
aut  retributione .ínter  eas  qua 
numeroftore,  et  eas  qua  minus 
numero] o  milite  nauta  que  ínjlruc  - 
ta  erunt :  quatuordecem  alia 
a  quadraginta  ad  fexaginta  tor - 
mentís,  hominibufque  ad  míni¬ 
mum  trecentis,  fatla  compenfa- 
tione  ut  fupra,  inftrutla  fnt 
qualibet :  ct  nulla  reliquarum 
minus  ferat  quam  triginta  fex 
tormenta,  hominefque  centum  et 
quinquaginta  \  atque  infuper  fex 
mille  peditibus ,  et  equitibus  qua - 
dr  inge  ntis  ;  vel  valore  j  ufo  hu- 
jufmodi  auxilu  in pecunia  nume¬ 
rando,  prout  ditlo  Domino  Re¬ 
gí  cligere  placuerit,  vel  parte 
tali  pradiéii  auxilii,  aut  ditii 
valoris  in  pecunia,  qua  d  ditlo 
Domino  Rege  expetetur .  Pra- 
fabuntur  autem  ditla  auxilia 
intra  fex  feptimanarum  fpatium 
poftquam  pofulata  fuerint  ;  dic - 
ti  ¡que  Dominis  Orclinibiis  a  ditla 
Domino  Rege  refundentur  im- 
penfa  omnes  intra  triennium, 
d  finito  atque  extmtlo  bello  nu- 
mcrandum. 

A  a  3  II. 
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II. 

Tbaí-,  if  any  Prince,  State, 
or  other  perlón  whatever, 
without  exception,  íhall,  un- 
der  any  pretext,  invade,  or  at- 
tempt  to  invade,  the  United 
Provinces,  or  any  places  íitu- 
ated  within  the  juriídidlion  of 
the  faid  States-General,orgar- 
rifoned  by  tbeir  foldiers  ;  or 
íhall  exerciíe  any  a£t  of  ho- 
flility  by  land  or  by  fea,  againíl 
the  faid  States  -General  or  tbeir 
fubjedis ;  the  faid  King  íhall 
be  obliged,  as  by  virtue  of 
thefe  prefents  he  is  obliged,  to 
fend  forty  íhips  of  war  well 
furniíhed  with  all  things  ne- 
ceíTary,  to  affifl  the  faid  States- 
Genera],  to  oppofe,  fupprefs, 
and  repel,  all  fuch  infults  and 
a¿ls  of  boflility,  and  to  pro¬ 
cure  due  reparation  for  any 
darnages  fufiained  by  them : 
that  is  to  lay,  fourteen  of  the 
faid  íhips  íhall  carry  from  fix- 
ty  to  eighfy  great  guns,  and 
four  hundred  men  j  a  juíf  al- 
lowance  and  computation  be- 
ing  rnade,  as  well  with  regard 
to  thofe  íhips  that  carry  a 
greater,  as  thofe  that  carry  a 
leíler  number  of  men  :  four¬ 
teen  other  íhips  íhall  carry 
from  forty  to  fixty  guns,  and, 
one  with  another,  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  at  the  leaft  ;  allow- 
ance  to  be  made  as  before; 
and  nene  of  the  reít  to  carry 
leís  than  fi x  and  thirty  guns, 
and  a  hundred  and  fiíty  men. 
•Bebdes  which,  he  Íliaíl  aílift 

them 


II. 

£¡>uod  fi  Prinápum  Statu - 
umve  ahquis ,  aut  quilibet  alius, 
qualifeunque  lile  tándem  fuerit , 
nemine  excepto ,  fub  quocunque 
prest extu  invajerit ,  vel  invade - 
t  e  tentaverit  Provine  as  Con f ce¬ 
der  atas  ^  aut  loca  qucehbet  Jub 
di  ti  one  di  di  or  um  Do  mi  ñor  um 
Ordinum  Generalium  fita,  vel 
in  quibus  ipforum  miles  piafe - 
dio  pofitus  efe,  aliumve  quem- 
cunque  adlum  hofilem,  térra 
marive,  contra  didlos  Dóminos 
O  r  diñes  Generales ,  eorumve 
fubditos  exercuerit ;  diélus  Do- 
minus  Pex  iencbitur,  quema  d- 
modum  virtute  prafentium  te- 
netur,  di  ¿lis  Dominis  Ordini- 
bus  Generalibus  ad  infultus  eos 
odi  uf que  hojliks  are  endos,  fup- 
pr  i  mendos,  atque  repeliendo  s ,  de - 
bitamque  damni  dati  repar atio - 
nem  obtinendam,  auxilio  adejje 
quadr aginia  navibus  bellicis  pro- 
be  injlru¿lis  :  quarum  quatuor- 
decem  a  fe  xa gint  a  ad  oáloginta 
tormenta  bellica  majora ,  homi- 
nefque  quadnngentos  ferant  fin - 
gules  \  fa¿lá  jifa  compenj'atio- 
ne  aut  retributione  ínter  eas 
quee  numer ofore,  et  eas  qua 
minus  numerofo  milite  nauta  que 
inf  nidia  erunt :  quatuordecem 
alia,  d  quadraginta  ad  fexa- 
ginta  tormentis,  hominibufque 
ad  mínimum  trecentis,  fiadla 
compenfatione  ut  fupra ,  i nftr  ne¬ 
ta  fnt  quaübet :  et  nidia  re- 
li quarum  miráis  ferat  quam  tri- 
ginta  fcx  tormenta ,  homintjque 
centum  et  quinauoginta  :  atque 
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them  with  íix  thoufand  foot 
foldiers,  and  four  hundred 
horfe,  or  íhall  pay  a  fum  of 
money,  with  due  regard  to  the 
juft  valué  of  fuch  an  aíliftance, 
either  for  the  whole  or  a  part, 
atthechoice  of  the  faid  States. 
All  thefe  aids  íhall  be  furnifh- 
ed  within  fix  weeks  aíter  they 
íhall  be  demanded  :  and  the 
faid  States  íhall  reimburfe  the 
whole  charge  to  the  faid  King, 
within  three  years  after  the 

9 

conclufion  of  the  war. 


III. 

The  faid  íhips  of  war,  and 
the  faid  auxiliary  forces  of 
horfe  and  foot,  together  with 
the  commanders  of  the  íhips 
and  forces,  and  all  the  fubal- 
tern  oíHcers  of  both,  that  íhall 
be  fent  to  the  aífiftanceof  the 
party  injtired  and  attacked, 
íhall  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
his  pleafure,  and  be  obedient 
to  the  orders  of  him  or  them, 
who  íhall  be  appointed  to 
command  the  armies  in  chief, 
either  by  fea  or  by  land. 

IV. 

Now,  that  an  exadí  com- 
putation  may  be  made  of  the 
charges  that  are  to  be  reim- 
burfed  within  the  ípace  of  three 
years  after  the  conclufion  of 
the  war  $  and  that  the  valué 
of  fuch  aííiílance  may  be  ad- 
juíled  in  ready  money,  which 
poíhbly  the  party  attacked 

may 


infuper  fex  mille  peditihus ,  et 
equitibus  quadringentis  ;  vel  va¬ 
lore  juflo  hujufmodi  auxilii  in 
pecunia  numerando ,  prout  diñis 
Dominis  Ordinibus  eligere  pía - 
cuerit ,  vel  parte  iali  pradiñi 
auxilii ,  aut  diñi  valoris  in  pe¬ 
cunia  ,  qucs  ab  iijdem  expetetur . 
Praflabuntur  autem  diña  au¬ 
xilia  intra  fex  feptimanarum 
fpatium  pojlquam  pojiulata  fu - 
erint :  diñeque  Domino  Regi  a 
diñis  Dominis  ordinibus  refun- 
dentur  impenfa  ornnes  intra  tri~ 
ennium  a  finito  atque  extinño 
bello  numerandum . 

ni. 

Diñes  naves  bellicos ,  ac  dic¬ 
tes  equitum  peditumque  copies 
auxiliares ,  naviwnque  et  copia - 
rum  presfeffi't  ceterique  oficia¬ 
les  bellici  minores ,  vim  atque  in - 
juriam  paffo  fubmijfi ,  ejus  volun- 
tatern  refpicere  tenebuntur ,  atque 
obfequi  mandatis  fias  eorumve , 
quos  fumma  cum  poteflate  exer- 
citui  fiuo  térra  marive  pr  es  fiare 
voluerit . 


IV. 

¡tpgio  autem  exaña  computa - 
ti  o  injlitui  pojfit  impenfarum , 
intra  trium  annorum  Jpatium 
pofiquam  bello  finis  impofitus 
fuerit ,  refiituendarum ;  vel  eti- 
am  jujh  earundem  valoris  in 
pecunia  numerata ,  quam  vim 
hofiieam  pafo ,  loco  diñarum 
navium ,  equitum ,  peditumque , 
A  a  4.  vel 
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may  chufe,  either  for  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  faid 
íhips,  horfe  and  foot ;  it  is 
expedient,  that  the 
fourteen  íhips  carrying  from 
fixty  to  eighty  pieces  of  can¬ 
cón  íhould  be  valued  at  the 
fum  of  eighteen  thoufand  fix 
hundied  and  fixty-íix  pounds 
Sterling,  or  of  Engliíh  mo- 
ney  ;  the  other  fourteen  which 
carry  from  forty  to  fixty  guns, 
at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds 
Sterling;  and  the  remaining 
tivelve,  at  fix  thoufand  pounds 
of  the  fame  money  :  fix  thou¬ 
fand  foot,  at  feven  thoufand 
five  hunared  pounds  Sterling, 
and  four  hundred  horfe,  at 
one  thoufand  and  forty  pounds, 
for  one  month:  the  money  to 
be  paid  by  the  faid  King  oí 
G  reat  Britain  at  London,  and 
by  the  faid  States -General  at 
Amflerdam,  according  as  the 
courfe  of  the  exchange  {hall 
be  at  the  time  when  payment 
is  to  be  made.  But,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  fix  thou¬ 
fand  foot  foldiers,  the  fum  of 
iix  thoufand  pounds  Sterling 
íhall  be  paid  within  the  firíb 
month,  to  defray  the  expence 
oí  lifting  and  providing  the 
men. 


V. 

This  league,  with  all  and 
evcry  thing  thercin  contained, 
fha'l  be  confirmed  and  ratified 
bv  the  faid  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  faid  States- 

General 


JVilliam  Temple, 

vcl  omnium  vel  pro  parte  ellgcre 
forte  placuerit ;  vlfum  fuit  im¬ 
pe  nj  as  quatuordece?n  navium  a 
fexaginta  ad  cSioginta  tor mentís 
injlrudtarum ,  cejlimare  pretio 
oftodecem  tnilhum  fexcentarum 
et  fexaginta  fex  librarum  Ster - 
l'ings ,  fve  monetce  Anglicana; ; 
earumque  quatuordecem  quee  a 
quadraginta  ad  fexaginta  tor - 
menta  ferunt,  quatuordecem  mil - 
libus  libris  Sterhngs  ;  reliqua- 
rum  autem  duodecem,  fex  milli - 
bus  ejufdem  monetce  libris :  fex 
mide  autem  pedites ,  feptem  mil - 
libus  et  quingentis  libris  Ster¬ 
ling  s :  §>uadr ingenios  vero  e- 
quites ,  mi  lie  quadraginta  ejuf 
dem  moneta  libris  :  pro  quoli - 
bet  menfe  computandis:  num - 
mique  a  didlo  quidem  Domino 
Rege  magna  Britannia ,  Lon - 
di  ni  y  a  Dominis  vero  Ordinibus 
Generalibus  Amftelodami  fol - 
v entur ,  juxta  curfum  cambii  eo 
teinpore  quo  jolutio  prajlanda 
erit :  pro  primo  autem  menfe 
refpefiu  peditum  fupradiólorum , 
infuper  per folv entur  fex  mide 
libra  Sterlings ,  pretium  nimi - 
rum  ad  eos  confcr  ib  en  dos  injlru- 
endofqne  necef  arium . 


V. 

Faedus  hoc ,  omniaque  et  fn- 
gula  eo  contenta ,  a  ditto  Domi¬ 
no  Rege  magna  Bri+annia,  dic- 
tijque  Dominis  Ordinibus  Gene¬ 
ralibus  Fcederatarum  Provin- 

ciarum. 
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General  ofthe  United  Provine 
ces,  by  letters  patents  of  both 
parties,  fealed  with  their  great 
feal  in  due  and  authentic  form, 
within  four  weeks  next  enfu- 
ing,  or  fooner,  if  it  may  be  ; 
and  the  mutual  inftruments  of 
ratification  íhall  be  exchanged 
on  each  part  within  the  íaid 
time. 


ciarum ,  per  pedentes  utriufque 
partís  l iteras  Jigillo  magno  mu - 
ni  tas  debita  et  authcntica  forma, 
intra  quatuor  Jeptinianas  proxi- 
me  fequentes ,  aut  citius ,  fi jieri 
poterit ,  confirmabitur  ct  r atiba - 
bebitur ,  niutuaque  r  atihabitio- 
num  injlrumenta  intra  pradic- 
tum  tempus  bine  inde  extra  den- 
tur. 


Here  follows  a  copy  of  the 
powers  granted  by  the  moíl 
íerene  King  of  Great  Britain, 
&c. 


Sequitur  tenor  mandati  a  fe- 
renijjuno  Domino  Rege  magna 
Britannia  dedi . 


Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  Kingof  England,  Scot- 
land,  France,and  íreland,  de¬ 
fender  of  the  faith,  &c.  To 
all,  &c. 

A  copy  of  the  powers  grant- 
.  ed  by  the  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  the  States-General  of 
the  United  Netherlands.  ' 

The  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  to  all  thofe,  &c. 


Carolas,  Dei  gratia,  Angliee 
S cotice,  Fr anace,  et  Fhbernies 
Rex ,  fidei  defenjor ,  &c.  Omni¬ 
bus,  úfc. 

Sequitur  tenor  mandati,  d 
Celjis  et  Prapotentibus  Dominis 
Ordinibus  Generalibus  F ceder a- 
ti  Belgii  dati . 

Les  Etats  Genereaux  des  Pro¬ 
vinces  Unies  des  Pais-Bas,  a 
tous  ceux  qui  ces  prefentes,  &c. 


In  witnefs  and  confirmation 
of  all  and  every  part  of  this 
treaty,  we,  whofe  ñames  are 
underwritten,  havefubferibed 
and  fealed  the  fame,  at  the 
Hague  in  Holland,  the  23d  of 
January,  1668. 


In  quorum  omnium  et  fingu- 
lorum  fidem  majufque  robur, 
hifee  tabulis  fubfcripfmus,  illaj - 
que  figillis  nojlris  fubfignavi- 
mus,  Hag¿z- Comitum  in  Hol - 
landia  die  2  Ttio  "  januarii,  anni 

1668.  J 


S igned  on  the  King  of  Eng- 
íand’s  part, 

W.  Temple . 

On 


Signed  on  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land*  s  part , 

W.  Temple 

On 
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On  the  part  of  the  States, 

Gellicom . 

Flfperen, 

J.  de  Witu 

Crommotu 

TJnkel. 

yac.  Van  C o  averien . 

K.  Ijhrants . 

H  E  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  having  with  great  grief 
confidered,  and  maturely 
weighed,  the  miferies  and  ca- 
lamities  of  the  late  war  be- 
tween  the  two  crowns,  which 
raged  in  their  neighbourhood ; 
and  having  obíerved  that  the 
ñames  of  that  fire  have  iníi- 
nuated  themfelves  among  their 
neighbours,  which,  by  inevi¬ 
table  neceffity,  will  involve 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Princes 
and  States  of  Chriftendom  in 
the  fame  calamities,  unlefs 
they  maybetimelyextinguiíh- 
ed,  before  they  gather  greater 
forcé  ;  have  tnought  that  they 
could  notdifcharge  the  duty  of 
that  truft,  and  the  refpeétive 
offices, wherein  they  are  placed 
by  God,  if,  after  the  re-eífa- 
bliíliment  of  a  mutual  friend- 
íhip  and  alliance  between  the 
nations  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Netherlands,  and 
the  conclufion  of  a  peace  be¬ 
tween  thefour  powerful  States 
that  were  parties  in  that  bloodv 
war,  they  fhould  not  apply 

their 


William  Temple , 

On  the  States  party 

Gellicom* 

Afperen. 

Johan  de  Wítt. 
Crommon. 

Unkel. 

Ja.  Van  Coeverden. 
K.  Iíbrants. 

E  X  Magna  Britanniay 
atque  Or diñes  Generales 
F ceder  ati  Belgit ,  reputantes 
atque  apud  animnm  expendentes 
fummo  cum  dolare  niijerias  ca- 
lamitatefque  belli ,  quod  nuper 
Inter  duas  Coronas  in  finibus  ex - 
arfity  quodque  necejjitate  qua- 
dam  ineluffabili  maximam  par¬ 
tera  Principum  atque  Statuum 
Chrijliani  orbis  iifdem  involvet 
malis ,  ferpente  incendii  ijlius 
flamrná  ad  vicinos ,  niji  tempef- 
tive  et  in  principio  extinguatur  : 
exiflimarunt  fe  nullatenus  fuñe - 
tur  os  partibus  ojficii  munerifque 
fbi  d  Deo  mandati ,  fi  po/l  feli¬ 
citar  injlauratam  amicitiam  fub 
aufpiciis  divini  Numinis ,  et  re- 
duólarn  veterem  neceffitudinem 
Ínter  magnam  Britanniam  et  f ce¬ 
der  atum  Belgium^  eodemquetem - 
pore  Jlabilitam  pacem  ínter 
quatuor  potentes  Jlatus ,  qui  cru- 
enti  ijlius  belli  partes  fuerunt , 
ammum  non  applicent  fedulb 
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their  minds  with  the  utmoíl 
diligence  and  induftry,  to 
compofe  the  differences  that 
have  arifen  between  the  faid 
two  Crowns,  and  more  efpc- 
cially  to  take  care,  that  the 
flames  of  that  war,  which 
have  been  kindled  in  their 
neighbourhood,  may  be  ex- 
tinguiíhed.  Therefore  the 
moít  ferene  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  High  and 
Mighty  States  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  having,  with 
much  labour  and  earneíl:  in- 
treaty,induced  the  moíl  Chrif- 
tian  King  to  profefs  folemnly 
to  the  faid  States-General,that 
he  would  immediately  lay 
down  his  arms,  if  the  Spani- 
ards  would  either  confent  to 
yield  up  to  him,  in  due  form 
and  manner  by  a  treaty  of 
peace,  all  thofe  places  and 
forts,  together  with  the  Chaf- 
tellanies  and  their  dependen¬ 
cies,  which  he  poflefíed  him- 
felf  of  in  the  expedition  of  the 
laft  year;  or  will  be  perfuaded 
to  transfer  and  malee  over  to 
him  all  the  right  that  remains 
to|them  in  the  Duchy  of  Lux- 
emburgh  (or  elfe  in  the  coun- 
tv  ofBurgundy)  together  with 
Cambray  and  the  Cambreíis, 
Doway,  Aire,  St.Omer,  Wi- 
noxbergen,  F  urnes,  and  Linc- 
ken,  with  their  bailiwicks, 
Chaílellanies,andother  depen¬ 
dencies  ;  and,  in  cafe  they  ac~ 
cept  the  alternative  laíl  men¬ 
tí  oned,  the  moft  Chriítian 
King  will  refíore  to  the  King 

of 


omni que  indufhia  ad  componen - 
da  dijfidia  quee  oborta  Junt  Ín¬ 
ter  prendiólas  duas  Coronas,prce - 
fertirn  ut  memorati  in  fnibus 
belli  fiamma  fopiatur .  Proindey 
cum  ferenijjimus  magna  Britan - 
ni  a  Rex,  et  Celfi  prcepot  ente f que 
O r diñes  j 'ceder ati  Belgii ,  pojt 
multum  operis  infumptum ,  va- 
riafque  obtejiationes ,  obúnuerint 
a  Chrijlianijfimo  Rege ,  ut  pro - 
fejfus  Jit  di  ¿lis  Ordinibus  Gene - 
ralibus  fe  ex  hoc  tempore  arma 
depofiturum ,  dummodo  Hifpani 
par  ati  fint  illi  rite  atque  Jolen - 
niter  cedere  per  traólatum  pacis 
omnia  loca  et  munimenta ,  ut  et 
cajlellanias  cum  annexis ,  qua 
armis  in  expeditione  pracedentis 
anni  occupavit  aut  munivit ;  vel 
ut  Hifpani  permoveantur  in  eum 
tranferibere  omne  jus  quod  illis 
rejlat  in  Ducatu  Luxemburgica 
(five  Comitatu  Burgundii )  prés¬ 
ter  Cameracum  cum  Camerace - 
fio,  D  uacum ,  Ariam ,  Fanum 
St .  Audomari ,  Bergas  St.  Vi - 
noci^  Fumas ,  et  Linckium ,  cum 
Bailluatibus ,  Cajlellaniis ,  ca- 
terifque  quee  inde  pendent :  Re- 
gemque  Chrijlian.  pojleriori  ca¬ 
fa  ,  rejlituturum  Regí  Hifpa¬ 
ni  a 
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of  Spain  all  fuch  places  and 
territories  as  the  French  llave 
pofieíled  by  their  arms  fince 
they  entered  Flanders  :  pro- 
vided  the  High  and  Mighty 
States-General  fhall  on  their 
partpromife,  and  renden  them- 
felves  gnrantees  to  the  mofl 
Chriftian  King,  that  they  will, 
by  their  reafons,  and  other  ef- 
feTual  means,  induce  the  Spa- 
niards  to  agree  to  thefe  con- 
ditions.  The  Faid  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  faid 
States-General,  jointly  con- 
clude  andjudge,  that  they  can 
do  no  better  fervice  in  this 
conjun&ure  and  ftate  of  af- 
fairs,  either  to  the  two  Kings 
before  named,  or  to  the  refl 
of  the  neighbouring  Princes 
and  States,  than  by  their  joint 
counfels  and  utmoft  endea- 
vours,  to  exhort,  and,  as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  oblige 
the  faid  two  Crowns  to  make 
peace,  upon  the  terms  and 
conditions  before-mentioned. 
To  which  end  we,  whofe 
ñames  are  hereunto  íub- 
fcribed,  having  received  full 
power  to  that  efFetf,  have,  by 
virtue  of  thofe  injun¿lions, 
concluded  and  agreed  the  foU 
lowing  articles. 

L 

That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States-Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
íhall  either  jointly  or  feparate- 
ly  (provided  their  intentions 
be  mutual ly  communicated, 

and 


Wilüam  Temple , 

ni#  omnia  loca  ditionefque ,  qutz 
Galli  armis  ex  quo  Flandriam 
ingrcjji  Junt  cccupavere  •  ea  le- 
ge  ut  Cclfi  et  Prepotentes  D  D . 
O  r diñes  G  enerales  reciprocó  ea • 
veant ,  regemque  Ghrijüan .  fe- 
curum  reddant ,  fe  effefluros  a- 
pud  Hifpanos  rationibus  aliifque 
momentiS')  ut  in  eajdem  conjen - 
tiant  leges;  arbitrati  funt  fe 
hac  tempejlate ,  atque  hoc  rerum 
articulo  optimam  navaturos  ope - 
rain  non  modo  utrique  prszfato- 
rum  Regum ,  fed  et  alus  Prin- 
cipibus  et  Statibus  vicinis  ;  ft 
conjunólim  communicatis  confiliis 
collatifque  operis  adhortentur ,  et 
quantum  fuarum  virium  ejl  per - 
moveant  fczpius  di  ¿tas  duas  Co¬ 
ronas ,  ad  ineundam  pacem  le  gi¬ 
bas  atque  conditionibus  fupra 
memoratis ;  in  quem  finem  fac¬ 
ía  nobis ,  qui  has  tabulas  fubfg- 
navimus ,  potejlate  cum  libera , 
ex  prcefcripto  mandatorum  nof- 
trorum  convenimus  de  ar  ti  culis 
et  capitibus  fequentibus . 


L 

Sfuod  Rex  magna  Fritan - 
nice^  et  O r diñes  Generales  f ce¬ 
der  at  i  Belgii ,  conjunótim  vel 
feparatim ,  communicatis  tamen 
omnino  confiliis ,  et  fecundum  ea 
de  quibus  mutuo  convenerint , 

omncm 
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and  no  way  repugnant  to  this 
agreement)  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  and  induftry  with 
the  moft  Chriftian  King,  to 
perfuade  him  to  promiíe  and 
engage  in  the  beft  form,  and 
by  a  folemn  treaty,  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
to  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  that  he 
will  conclude  a  peace  and  al- 
liance  with  the  Kingof  Spain, 
without  any  exception  or  re- 
ferve,  under  whatever  pretext, 
or  for  whatever  caufe ;  if  the 
Kingof  Spain  íhall  be  induced 
or  perfuaded,  by  the  King  oí: 
Great  Britain  and  the  confe- 
derated  States,  to  yieid  to  the 
moft  Chriftian  King,  either 
the  places  he  poíleíTed  himfelf 
of  the  laft  year  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  or  to  give  him  an 
equivalent,  by  delivering  up 
the  places  above-mentioned, 
or  others  in  lieu  of  them,  as 
íhall  be  mutually  agreed  be- 
tween  the  parties  concerned. 

II. 

*  That  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  be  induced  to  confent, 
that  the  prefent  ceftation  of 
arms  in  the  Low-Countries 
may  be  prolonged  to  the  end 
of  the  month  of  May,  to  the 
end  that  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  confederated 
States  may,  in  the  mean  time, 
employ  themfelves  with  all 
diligence,  cate,  and  induftry, 
to  procure  the  confent  of  the 
King  or  Queen  of  Spain,  and 

their 


omnem  operam  omnemque  induf- 
triam  adhibebunt ,  apud  Regem 
Chrijlianijfwium  ut  in  óptima 
legitima  que  forma ,  Jolenni  trac - 
tatú  fpondeat  et  promittat  Regí 
magues  Brit anuía ,  et  j ceder ati 
Belgii  Ordinibus  Generalibus , 
fe  pacis  fcedus  fatturum  cum 
Rege  Hifpanict’y  citra  omne?ny 
quocunque  fub  pratextu ,  vel 
quacunque  de  caufa ,  exceptionem 
vel  difpenfationem  \  f  Hifpanies 
Rex  induci  aut  permoveri  qucat 
per  Regem  magna:  Britannia ,  et 
Ordines  f arder  atos  ^  ut  ccdat 
Regí  Cbrifianijfnno ,  aut  loca 
anuo  praterito  in  Bélgica  armis 
occupata ,  aut  aliud  tantundem 
valens ,  per  traditionem  locorum 
fuperius  memoratorum  altor  umve 
in  compenfationem ,  de  quibus 
mutuo  confenfu  partes  Ínter  fe 
convenir e  poterunt . 


II. 

Ut  Rex  Chrtjlianijfwius  con - 
futiré  velit  in  prorogationem 
vacationis  armorum  in  Bélgica 
ad  fincan  menfis  Alai  i ,  ut  tem- 
poris  intere  a  Rex  Magna  Bri¬ 
tannia  et  f ceder  ati  Ordines  fe- 
dido  omni que  indujlria  et  dili- 
gentia  operam  clare  poffmt  apud 
Regem  aut  Reginam  Hifpania , 
ejifque  confitar  ios ,  uti  legibus 
condiiiombufque  prafatis  ccnfcn- 
jum  aábibere  velint . 

III.  Ut 
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their  council,  to  the  aforefaid 
tcrms  and  conditions. 


III. 

But,  thatthe  moflChriftian 
King  may  have  no  juft  occa- 
íion  to  refufe  to  prolong  the 
ceílation  of  arms,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  the 
confederated  States  fhall  o- 
biige  thcmfelves,  by  the  fame 
treaty,  to  take  effedlual  care, 
that  the  Spaniards  fhall  yield 
to  France  all  that  was  taken 
the  laft  year  by  the  French,  or 
give  them  an  equivalent,  as 
lhall  be  ap-reed  with  the  con- 

o 

fent  of  both  parties. 

IV. 

That  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  fhall  be  induced  and  per- 
fuaded  to  give  entire  credit  to, 
and  put  full  confidence  in,  the 
aforefaid  promife,  that  his 
arms  may  not,  for  the  future, 
dilturb  the  quiet  of  the  Low- 
Countries  :  fo  that  if  it  íhould 
happen,  contrary  to  all  hope 
and  expe&ation,  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  confederated  States  fhall 
not  be  able  by  their  exhorta- 
tions  and  earneíl  folicitations 
to  perfuade  the  Spaniards  to 
give  their  confent  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  above-mentioned,  be- 
fore  the  end  of  the  next  enfu- 
ing  May  ;  and  that  it  become 
neceíTary  to  ufe  more  effe&ual 
meansto  that  purpofe :  never- 
thelefs  the  French  fhall  not 
move  or  introduce  their  arms 

w  i  thin, 


m. 

Ut  vero  Rex  Chrijljamjfmius 
nulla  jujla  ratione  di¿tam  ar~ 
miftitii  prorogationem  recufare 
queat ,  Rex  Magna  Britan - 
mes  Ordinefque  f ceder ati  Je 
eodem  traElatu  objlr ingente  id 
fe  effetturos  id  reapfe  Gallia 
ce  da  tur  ab  Hifpanis  omne  quod 
Gallorum  armis  anno  pretérito 
cccupatum  fuit ,  aut  aliud  tan - 
tundem  valens ,  de  quo  mutuo 
partium  confenfu  convenietur . 


IV. 

¿¿yod  Rex  Chrijlianijfimus 
inducetur  et  permovebitur  pra - 
di  ¿lo  promijfo  pknam  adhibere 
fidem ,  atque  in  eo  fduciam  po¬ 
neré  velit9  et  ut  proinde  ejus 
arma  in  pojienm  quiefeant  in 
Bélgica ,  ita  quidem  ut  ft  pra- 
ter  cmnem  fpem  et  expeftatio - 
nem  Rex  Magna  Britannia 
foederatique  Ordenes  nequeant 
per  exhortaciones  obtejlationefque 
permovere  Hifpancs  ante  finem 
menfis  Maii  proximi ,  ut  c o nf en¬ 
fu  rn  adhibeant  conditionibus  fa- 
pius  memoratis ,  ac  proinde  ad 
media  majoris  eficacia  v eniré 
necejje  fit  \  rithilominus  Galli 
intra  fines  et  in  f ni  bus  di  ¿la 
Bélgica  fuá  arma  non  move - 
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within,  or  upon,  the  limits  of 
the  Low-Countries  ;  but  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the*  confederated  States  (hall 
engage,  and  take  upon  them- 
felves  fuch  neceñary  provifion, 
as  may  effedfually  oblige  the 
Spaniards  to  accept  the  fore- 
faid  conditions  oí  peace  :  and 
it  fhall  not  be  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  moft  Chriftian 
King,  either  to  exercife  any 
á¿fs  of  hoftility  in  the  faid 
countries,  or  to  poÜefs  hitn- 
felf  of  any  town,  though  by 
voluntaryí  urrender ;  unlefs  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  confederated  States  íhail 
ceafe  and  omit  to  profecute 
the  things  above-mentioned. 

V. 

That,  when  the  peace  is 
made  between  the  two  crowns, 
not  only  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Confederat¬ 
ed  States,  but  likewife  the 
Emperor,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring  Kings  and  Princes, 
who  fliall  think  themfelves 
concerned  that  the  quiet  of 
Chríílendom  remain  uníha- 
ken,  and  the  Low-Countries 
be  reftored  to  the  enjoyment 
of  their  former  tranquillity, 
(hall  be  guarantees  and  confer- 
vators  of  the  fame  ;  to  which 
end,  the  number  of  forces, 
and  other  means  to  be  ufed 
againíf  either  of  the  parties 
that  íhail  viólate  or  infringe 
the  faid  peace,  (hall  be  deter- 
mined  and  agreed,  that  the 

injury 


bunt  aut  introducent :  fed  Rex 
Magnce  Britcinnics  et  f ceder  a* 
ti  Ordines  fe  objlringent ,  at- 
que  in  fe  rccipient  id  fefe  fup - 
pleturos  quod  necejjitm  erit ,  ut 
Hifpani  reapfe  aflringantur 
uti  pacem  legibus  fupradióiis  ac - 
cipiant ;  adeoque  Regi  Chrifi - 
anijfimo  integrum  non  erit  ullos 
ex  ere  ere  a  ¿tus  hojiiles  in  di  ¿lis 
regionibus ,  ñeque  ullum  occupa - 
re  oppidum  licet  fponte  fuá  fe 
de  dere  velit>  nift  Rex  Magues 
Briiannics  et  feederati  Ordi¬ 
nes  cejfent  atque  omittant  cffeere 
id  qued  jam  di¿lum  efi . 


V. 

^uodj  fancita  ínter  duas  Co * 
roñas  pace ,  ejus  fervandee  fpon- 
fores  vindicejque  erunt  in  forma 
omnium  óptima ,  amplijjima  et 
fecurijftma ,  non  modo  Rex  Mag¬ 
ues  Briiannics ,  et  feederati  Or - 
diñes y  fed  et  Imperator ,  omnef- 
que  Reges  et  Principes  vicini, 
qui  exijlimabunt  fuá  intcrejfe 
ut  orbi  Chrijíiano  inconcuffa 
maneat  qui  es ,  et  Belgiccs  fuá 
reddatur  conjletque  tranquilli- 
tai :  in  quem  finem  definí efur  co- 
piarum  militar ium  numerus ,  ci¬ 
lio  que  ?nedia  quibus  utenchim 
erit  adver  fus  alterutram  par - 
tiim  qu(S  temeraverit  vel  vio¬ 
lero  erit  pacem ,  ut  injuriam  de- 
mat  ac  partí  lítfft  rejar ciat . 


VI. 
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injury  may  ceafe,  and  the 
party  offended  receive  fatisfac- 

tion. 

VI. 

That  this  agreement,  with 
all  and  every  thing  therein 
contained,  fhall  be  confirmed 
and  ratiñed  by  the  faid  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
faid  States-G  eneral  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,  by  letters  pa- 
tents  on  both  fides,  fealed 
with  the  great  feal  in  due  and 
authentic  form,  within  four 
weeks  next  enfuing,  or  foon- 
er,  if  itcan  be  done ;  and  with¬ 
in  the  faid  time  the  mutual  in- 
ífruments  of  ratification  fhall 
be  exchanged  on  both  fides. 

I11  witnefs  and  confirma- 
tion  of  all  which,  we,  whofe 
ñames  are  under-written,  have 
fubfcribed  and  fealed  the  fame. 
At  the  Hague  in  Holland,  the 
23d  of  January,  1668. 

Signed  as  befare . 

Sepárate  Articles ,  which 
fhall  he  of  the  fame  Forcé 
and  Authority ,  as  if  they 
had  heen  ihferted  in  the 
Freaty  concluded  this  Day 
hetween  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the 
States-General  of  the  U- 
nited  Netherlands . 

I. 

1  F,  in  the  procuring  of  a 
**■  peace  betwecn  Franceand 
Spain,  any  difficulty  fhould  a- 

rife 


VI. 

P  adía  hcec  convenía  omnití- 
que  et  fingida  iis  contenta ,  á 
didio  Domino  Rege  Magues 
Bntannice ,  di  di  i f que  Dominis 
Ordinibus  Generaiibus  feedera - 
tarum  Provi nci arum ,  per  pa¬ 
tentes  utriufque  partís  literas 
figillo  magno  munitas ,  debita  et 
autbentica  forma ,  intra  quatu - 
or  feptimanas  proxime  Jequen 
teSy  ant  citius  fi  fieri  poterit , 
confirmabuntur  et  ratihabebun- 
tur ,  mutuaqueratihabitionum  in¿s 
flrumenta  intra  prczdidhim  tem- 
pus  bine  inde  extradentur . 

In  quorum  omnium  et  fingu- 
lorum  fidem  majufque  robur , 
hifee  tabulis  fubfcripfmus ,  il¬ 
la  f  que  f gil  lis  nojlris  fubftgna ~ 
vimus.  Haga  -  C  omitían  in 
Hollandia  23 tio  die  Januarii , 
1668. 

Signed  as  before. 

Articuíi  feparati,  qui  ejuf- 
dem  erunt  virtutis  atque 
authoritatis,  ac  fi  inferti 
forent  traftatui  hodier¬ 
no  die,  ínter  Regern 
Magnas  Britannias  et 
Ordines  Generales  fe¬ 
derad  Belgii,  conclufo. 

L 

I  in  pro  curan  da  pace  ínter 
Galliam  et  Hifpaníam  fe 
cjfcrat  aliena  dificultas  fufe- 
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v  v  > 

rife  about  the  point  of  the  re- 
ñunciation  ;  it  is  to  be  fo  con- 
trived,  thateither  no  mention 
at  all  is  to  be  made  of  it  in 
the  treaty  ;  or,  at  leaft,  the 
form  is  to  be  conceived  and 
fet  down  in  fuch  words,  as 
nothing  may  accrue  to  either 
of  the  two  Crowns,  on  ac- 
countofthe  faid  renunciation; 
ñor  any  prejudice  be  created 
to  either  of  them  in  point  of 
right :  but,  if  either  the  King 
of  Spain,  or  the  moft  Chrifti- 
an  King,  refufe  their  confent 
to  this  expedient ;  then  the 
King  of  Great  Britain*  and 
the  confederated  States,  íhall 
proceed  againft  the  refufer,  as 
is  agreed  by  the  third  and  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  in 
the  laft  of  thefe  articles  refpec- 
tively ;  with  this  condition 
however,  that,  in  cafe  fuch  re- 
fufal  proceed  from  the  King 
of  Spain*  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  íhall  oblige  himfelf  not 
to  make  war  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  fourth  article» 

II. 

That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States-Gene- 
ral  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
to  the  end  that  all  parties 
ínay  be  fatisfied,  íhall  oblige 
themfelves  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours,  that  a  peace  may 
atthefame  time  be  eftabliílied 
between  the  Kings  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  ;  but  with  this 
condition,  that  the  moftChrif- 

\  oí»  I,*-  tir*n 


punido  renunciationis ,  ea  ineun - 
da  eji  ratio ,  ut  vel  hulla  ejus 
in  padlis  fíat  mentio ,  vel  ut  e- 
jufmodi  verbis  concipiatur  for¬ 
mula ,  ut  neutra  duarum  Coro - 
narura  quoad  prczdi£la?n  renun - 
ciationem  eo  qui'cquam  accedat , 
aut  etiam  inde  creetur  aliquod 
juris  detrimehtum:  quoi  fi  ve¬ 
ro  Rex  Hifpaniarum ,  vel  etiam 
Rex  Chrifli  a  ni jfemus ,  in  id  con - 
fentire  no  lint ,  adverfus  r  e  cu f an¬ 
tera  Rex  Magna  Britann'uz 
et  f ceder  áti  Ordines  procedent ; 
ut  conventuin  efl  articulo  tertio 
et  quarto  di  ¿ti  traffatüs ,  et  ul¬ 
timo  horu?n  articidorum  refpec- 
tive :  ea  tarreen  conditione ,  ut.¿ 
in  cajú  recufationis  Regis  Hi- 
fpania Rex  Chrifli ámffemus  fe 
reciproce  obflringat ,  quemadmo - 
dum  in  articido  quarto ,  fe  nul- 
latenus  arma  moturum  in  BeU 
¿tea. 


II. 

¿hiod  Rex  Magna  Brltan - 
niae,  et  Ordines  Generales  fce¬ 
derati  Belgii ,  ut  prolixius  ab 
Omni  parte  fatisfiat ,  fe  obliga - 
bunt  omnemfedulo  operam  datu - 
ros ,  ut  pax  Ínter  Reges  Hifpa- 
nics  et  Lüfetariuz  eodem  tempore 
fanciri  poffít  eá  tarnen  lege  ut 
vicijftm  G  allí  a  fe  obflringat ,  fe 
B  b  tara 
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tian  King  {hall  alfo  oblige 
himfelf,  in  cafe  this  negotia- 

.  O 

tion  cannot  be  fo  foon  ac- 
compliíhed,  that  fuch  a  delay 
{hall  no  way  hinder,  on  his 
part,  the  peace  bctween  him 
and  Spain ;  except  only,  that  it 
íhall  be  free  for  the  fa id  molí 
Chriífian  King  to  give  fuc- 
cour  and  aid  to  the  King  of 
Portugal,  his  ally,  either  by 
way  of  attack,  that  he  may 
dravv  the  enemy  from  other 
parts,  or  by  any  other  means 
which  he  (hall  judge  to  be 
moíf  convenient  and  advanta- 
geous.  And,  if  the  Spaniards 
can  be  brought  to  confent  to  a 
peace  under  the  faid  condi  tion, 
and  the  farne  be  concludecl 
accordingly  ;  then  the  moíl 
Chriilian  King  íhall  be  obli- 
ged  wholly  to  abílain  from  the 
Low-Countries,  as  poílefled 
of  peace,  and  not  involved  in 
the  diíputes  of  either  party. 
Neither  íhall  it  be  lawful  for 
him  to  fonn  any  defigns  a- 
gainíf  them,  either  by  open 
forcé  or  clandeíline  pradlices  ; 
ñor  to  require  any  fatisfadíion, 
under  the  pretext  of  charges 
and  expences  to  be  fuílained 
on  account  of  the  war  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  either  for  raifing  men, 
©r  any  other  burthen  of  that 
war.  And,  if  it  íhould  hap- 
pen  that,  during  the  faid  war, 
theauxiliarv  forcesof  the  moíf. 
Chriilian  King  íhould  poíTefs 
themíelves  of  any  places  in 
Spain  or  Italy  ;  the  faid.  moíl 
Chriífian  King  íhall  re  llore 

them 


tam  cito  non  pojjit.  id  negetium 
perduci  aá  exitum ,  uti  pax  Ínter 
fe  et  Hifpaniam  nikilominus  ine - 
atur  5  hoc  excepto ,  ut  líber um  fit 
Regí  Cbrifüanifjimo  fuppetias 
ferre  Regí  Lnjit anice  fae  derato 
fuo ,  eique  auxilio  effey  five  in - 
ferendo  arma  fuá  ut  aliunde  de- 
trahat  hojlem ,  five  alio  quocun- 
que  modo  quem  fibi  commodif- 
Jimum  atque  máxime  ex  ufu  for e 
exijlimabií .  Et  f  Hifpam  ad- 
duci  poterunt  ut  confentiant  in 
pacem  Jub  dióla  conditione ,  atque 
ca  proinde  concludatur ;  Rex 
C hrift  i  anijfimus  tenebitur ,  á 
Bélgica  ut  pacata y  atque  neu- 
trarum  partium  rehuí  implicata% 
omnino  abjlinere  ;  ñeque  ei  jus 
fafque  erit  quidquam  adverfus. 
eam  moliriy  ñeque  palam  vir- 
tute  bellica ,  ñeque  dandefünis  ar- 
tibus  ;  ut  ne  petere  ullam  fatif 
fadionem  fub  obtentu  impenja - 
rum  erogationumque  quee  in  bello 
Lufit  anico  erunt  faciendo  y  tam 
ob  deledum  miiiium,  quam  alia 
bclíi  oriera .  ¡fuod  fi  contingat 
manente  dido  bello  per  auxiliares 
Regis  Cbriflianijfimi  copiaSy  oc ~ 
cupari  loca  qutsdam  in  Hifpa - 
ni  a  Italiave  ;  Rex  Cbrijlianij - 
fimus  fimulatque  pax  cum  Liji- 
taniafada  fuerity  eadem  refii- 
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t\ iem  to  Spain,  as  foon  as  the 
peace  with  Portugal  fhall  be 
made.  But  if,  beyond  and 
contrary  to  expedation,  Spain 
íhould  refufe  to  make  peace 
with  the  King  of  Portugal, 
and  alfo  with  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  King,  under  that  cxcep- 
tion,  of  leaving  him  free  to 
aíTiíl  his  confedérate,  as  has 
beenalready  faid;  in  this  un- 
expeded  cafe,  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  confe- 
derated  States,  fhall  be  bound 
to  employ  themfelves  eftedu- 
ally  to  procure  the  confent  of 
the  Spaniards  :  yet  with  this 
proviíion,  that  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  King  do  alio  oblige  him- 
felf  not  to  make  war  in  the 
Low-Countries,  as  in  the  for- 
mer  cafe  is  already  faid. 

III. 

But,  if,  beyond  all  expeda¬ 
tion,  the  moft:  Chriftian  King 
íhould  entertain  fuchthoughts 
as  fhall  induce  him  to  refufe 
to  promife,  that  he  will  fign 
the  treaty  of  peace  as  foon  as 
the  Spaniards  fhall  confent  to 
give  up  allthofe  places  which 
have  been  acquired  by  him  in 
his  laft  expedition,  or  fuch  an 
cquivalent  as  '{hall  be  agreed 
by  mutual  confent ;  or  in  cafe 
he  fhall  not  accompliíh  his 
promife,  or  {hall  difallowor 
rejed  the  cautions  and  provi- 
fions  that  are  expreíied  in  the 
faid  treaty,  which  are  fo  necef- 
fary  to  obvíate  the  fears  and 
jealouftes  that  are  moft  juftly 

con- 


tuet  Hifpanies :  fed  préster  et 
centra  expefíationeniy  Hifpania 
recufet  pacem  cum  Rege  Lufiia - 
niay  ut  et  cuín  Rege  C  hrijhanij - 
fimo,  ea  cum  exceptione  ut  fosde- 
rato  fuo  liberum  fit  ei  auxiliar  i , 
quemadmodum  jam  di  ¿tur n  ejl ; 
hoc  inopinato  cafu  Rex  Alagues 
Britannies  et  j'cedcrati  Ür diñes 
tenebuntur  reapfe  id  efficere  ut 
Hifpani  omnímodo  in  id  confen - 
tiant :  ita  tamen  ut  rcciproce 
Rcx  Cbriflianijfmus  fe  obflrin - 
gat  quemadmodum  cajú  primo , 
quod  non  fit  motar us  arma  ¡n 
Bélgica. 


III. 

Si  prest er  omnem  expe  ¿latió- 
nem  Rex  Chrijlian ijfmus  indu - 
cat  in  animum  ut  pr omitiere  no - 
Ut  quod  tra¿laium  pacis  figna- 
tarus  fit ,  fimulatque  Hifpani 
ceffuri  fint  omnia  loca  ab  eo  oc- 
cupata  in  noviffima  expeditione , 
vel  aliud  tantundem  valens ,  de 
quo  mutuo  confenfu  convenictur  ; 
aut  promifforum  fidem  non  im- 
pleat ,  aut  detrc¿let  refpuatve 
cauiiones  et  presmuni menta  in 
di  ¿lo  tra¿latu  exprejfa ,  ques 
neceffaria  funt  ut  obviam  eatur 
metía  jufiijfmú  concepto ,  ne  Rex 
B  b  2  ■  chrif- 
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conceived  of  the  moft  Chrifti- 
an  King’s  intentions  to  malee 
a  farther  progrefs  with  his  vic- 
torious  arms  into  the  faid 
Low-Countries,  fo  often  al- 
ready  mentioned :  In  all  thefe 
cafes,  and  alfo  if  he  íhould 
endeavotir  by  any  fubterfuges 
or  oblique  pradíices  to  hinder 
or  elude  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  ;  then  England  and  the 
United  Netherlands  {hall  be 
bound  and  obliged  to  join 
themfelves  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  with  all  their  Unit¬ 
ed  forcé  and  power  to  make 
v/ar  againít  France  ;  not  only 
tó  compel  him  to  make  peace 
upon  the  conditions  aforefaid; 
but,  if  God  íhould  blefs  the 
arms  taken  up  to  this  end, 
and  favour  them  with  fuccefs, 
and  if  it  íhould  be  thought 
expedient  to  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  to  continué  the  war 
till  things  {hall  be  reftored  to 
that  condition  in  which  they 
were  at  the  time  when  the 
peace  was  made  upon  the  bor- 
ders  of  both  kingdoms,  in  the 
Pyrenean  mountains. 

IV. 

Thefe  feparate  articles, wíth 
all  and  every  thing  therein 
contained,  íhall  be  conñrmed 
and  ratified  by  the  faid  King 
©f  Great  Britain,  and  the 
faid  States-General  of  the  U- 
nited  Provinces,by  letters  pa- 
tcnts  of  both  parties,  fealed 
with  their  great  feal  in  due 
«nd  authentic  foora?  within 

four 


Chrijlianijfmus  arma  fuá  vic 
tricia  in  fcepiüs  memorata  Bél¬ 
gica  ulterius  proferat :  quod  om~* 
ni  bus  i/i  i s  cafbus ,  ut  et  fi  per 
alia  fubterfugia  aut  obliquas  ar¬ 
tes  conetur  pacis  conclufionem  im¬ 
pediré  aut  eludere ;  Angli a  f ce¬ 
der  atümque  Belgium  tenebuntur 
acceder e  partibus  Regis  Hifpa- 
nics ,  ómnibufque  et  junólis  viri- 
bus  térra  marique  adverfus  Gal- 
liam  bellum  gerere  ;  ut  compel- 
latur  non  in  leges  duntaxat  fa- 
pius  jam  memoratas  pacem  fa¬ 
ceré  ;  fed  fi  arma  in  eum  finem 
fumpta  Deum  habeant  faven- 
tem  et  propitium ,  atque  de  com - 
rnuni  confenfu  id  expedire  vifum 
fuerit ,  etiarn  bellum  continuare , 
doñee  res  in  eum  fatum  fuerint 
ref  itutee  quo  fuerunt  tempore 
feederis  in  coílimitio  regnorum 
in  montibus  Pyrenceis fancitL 


IV. 

Ar  ti  culi  hi  feparaii-y  omnia - 
que  et  fingula  iis  contenta ,  a  dic¬ 
to  Domino  Rege  Magnce  Bri- 
tannics ,  diflifque  Dominis  Or - 
dinibus  Generalibus  feederaia - 
rum  Provinciarum ,  per  paten¬ 
tes  utrhfque  partís  literas  fgil- 
lo  magno  munitasy  debita  et  au - 
thentica  forniQy  intra  quatuoi * 

feptimanat 
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tbux  weeks  next  enfuing,  or 


íao.ner  if  it  may  be  ;  and  with- 
in  the  faid  time,  the  mutual  in- 
ftruments  of  ratificatioii  ÍJiall 
be  exchanged  on  both  ñdes. 


Done  at  the  Hague  in  Hol¬ 
lad,  the  23dofJaji.  1668. 
Signed  as  before. 


feptimanas  proxime  fequentes 
aut  cifius  fi  fieri  poterit ,  confir - 
mabuntur9  et  ratihabebuntury 
mutuaque  ratihabitionum  injlru - 
menta  intrfi  pradifíum  te?npus 
hiñe  inde  extrqdentur . 

Aftum  Haga- Comitum  in 
Hollandiüj  die  23.  Jan.  1668. 

Signed  as  befóle. 


tfhe  Swedijh  Aft. 


\*7Hereas  theKing  of  Great 
*  Britain,  and  the  States 
of  the  U nited  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  have  earneftly 
defired,  thatthe  King  of  Swe- 
den  might  be  aflbeiated  with 
them,  as  one  principal  party, 
in  that  league  which  is  this 
day  concluded,  and  ñgned  by 
their  Commifíioners  and  Ple- 
ijipotentiaries  ;  whereby  a 
ipeed  y  and  fafe  peace  may  be 
prometed  and  made  between 
the  two  neighbouring  Kings, 
.and  the  public  tranquility  of 
Chriftendom,  by  the  bleíiing 
ofGod,  may  be  reftored  :  and 
whereas  the  King  of  Sweden 
himfelf,  even  from  the  begin- 
ningofthefedifferences, which 
have  grown  to  fuch  a  height 
between  the  two  Kings,  has 
acquainted  the  King  ot  Great 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  the 
XJqited  Netherlands,  with  his 
good  and  fincere  intentions 
and  deñre  to  affociate  and 
íoin  himfelf  to  them  in  the 
bufinefs  above  mentioned,  as 
well  in  regard  of  the  ftri£f 
friendfhipand  aliiances,  which 

he 


/nr  UM  magna  Britannia  Rex 
^  ac  Or  diñes  F ceder  atar  um 
Belgii  Provinciarum,  valde  de- 
fiderarint  Regem  Suecia  una 
cum  ipfis  in  partem  principalem 
adfcifci  illius  feederis,  quod  ho¬ 
dierno  die  per  Deputatos  ac  Pie - 
nipotenti arios  fuos  conclufum  fig - 
natumque  ejl ;  quo  prompta  at - 
que  tuta  pax  Ínter  Reges  dúos 
vi  ciño  s  promove  atur ,  quoque  Di¬ 
vina  adfpirante  gratiá  per  or - 
be?n  Ghnjlianum  publica  tran¬ 
quilinas  injlauretur :  pr  atere  a 
cum  Rex  ipfe  Suecia  jam  ab  in - 
itio  eorum  motuum  qui  Ínter 
dúos  defignatos  Reges  crudue- 
runt9  tam  Magna  Britannia 
Regi9  quam  f ceder atorum  Bel - 
garum  Ordinibus9fit  tejlatus  bo- 
num  fmeerumque  juum  propofi- 
tum  ac  Jludium,  quo  tcnebatury 
Jefe  cum  iis  in  hoc  negotio  modo 
Jupradiffo  fociandi  ac  jungendi ; 
idque  refpeftu  arftijjima  necef- 
fitudinis9  et  horum  foederum  per 
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he  acknowledges  have  joined 
him  in  one  common  intereft 
with  them,  as  that,  by  bis  ac- 
ceíTion  to  them,  all  ufeful  and 
honourable  means  and  induí- 
try  may  be  ufed  to  eflablifh  a 
peace  between  the  two  Kings : 
profeííing  that  no  other  diffi- 
culty  has  hitherto  reílrained 
him  from  opcning  his  mind 
upon  that  whole  matter,  than 
that  he  vvaited  to  be  informed, 
what  firm  and  deliberatecoun- 
íels  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  the  States  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  would 
take  in  this  affair,  and  what 
a  (Tifian ce  would  be  requifite, 
with  other  things  of  that  kind, 
in  which  the  faid  Kingof  Swe- 
den  defires  to  be  fatisfied,  to 
the  end  that  he  may  proceed 
by  the  like  íleps,  and  in  equal 
manner  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  States 
of  the  United  Netherlands  : 
for  thefe  reafons  it  is  thought 
expedient  for  the  common 
good,  that  the  prefent  inftru- 
ment  between  the  Miniílers, 
Deputies  and  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  faid  Kings  of  Sweden 
and  Great  Britain,  and  thofe 
of  the  faid  States  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Netherlands,  be  put  down 
in  writing,  whereby,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  King  of  Sweden 
fhalh  be  obliged,  after  the 
forefaid  fatisfadfion  received, 
to  embrace  the  faid  Jeague,  to 
ufe  the  fame  endeavours,  and 
to  proceed  equally,  and  in  the 
3ike  manner,  as  the  faid  Kijig 

¿o 

Oí 


qua  communibus  cum  iifdem  com- 
modis  adfiringi  fe  ognofcit ,  nt 
per  hunc  interventum ,  perque 
modos  útiles  quofcunque  ac  ho - 
nejlos ,  paci  ínter  binos  Reges 
Jlab ¡liendre  infudetur  :  nec  per 
ullam  dificultaiem  fe  fe  hadfenus 
cohibitum ,  mentem  Juam  fnper  re 
tota  aperiendi ,  nifi  quod  prafio - 
latus  efl  dum  cerio  rejciretur  quid 
deliberati  atque  frmi  confilii 
Rex  Magna  Britannia  et  f ce¬ 
der  atorum  Belgarum  Ordines fu- 
per  omni  hoc  negotio  ejfent  captu - 
ri;  tum  quouf que  promover  i fub- 
fidia  aliaqua  id  genus  nonnulla 
pojfenty  per  qua  di  ¿fus  Suecia 
Rex  fibi  fatisfieri  exoptat ,  ut 
pari  et  aquato  cum  Magna 
Britannia  Rege  ac  foederati 
Belgii  Ordinibus  paffu  in  bac  re 
procedat :  ea  propter ,  ex  com - 
modo  communi  vifum  eft  forey 
fi  i. hoc  inflrumenturn  ínter  Mi¬ 
nijiros  Deputatos  ac  Plenipoten - 
ti  arios  diólorum  Regum  Suecia 
Magna  que  Britannia  y  nec  non 
dióforum  foederati  Belgii  Ordi- 
nurn  fcripto  confignaretur  ;  quo 
una  ex  parte  obligaretur  Rex 
Suecia  y  mediante  fatisfaótione 
pr adióla ,  ad  ampie ¿lendum  de- 
fgnatum  fcedusy  et  ad  eandem 
navandam  operaniy  eodemque 
paffu  procedenduniy  quo  di  ¿tus 
Alagna  Britannia  Rex  dic- 

tque 
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©f  Great  Britain  and  the  faid 
States  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands  think  fit  to  do,  in  order 
to  promote  and  carry  on  fo 
ufeful  a  work  ;  and,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  the  faid  King  of 
Sweden  will  be  aífured,  that 
a  place  is  referved  for  him, 
empty  and  entire,  to  enter,  as 
one  principal  party,  into  th is 
league ;  as  by  thefe  prefents 
he  is  defired  in  themoft  friend- 
!y  manner,  both  by  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  by  the 
States  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands ;  who  on  their  part  will 
moft  readily  employ  them- 
felves,  and  all  kind  of  good 
offices,  tovvards  the  Emperor 
and  King  of  Spain,  to  the  end 
that  all  fuch  differences,  as 
the  faid  King  of  Sweden  may 
have  with  them,  be  compofed 
and  determined,  according  to 
the  rules  of  equity  and  juftice. 
And,  forafmuch  as  concerns 
the  aid  which  is  required  from 
the  faid  King,  theStates-Ge- 
neral  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands  will  not  be  wanting  to 
fend,  with  expedition,  fuch 
neeeffiary  inílrudtions  to  their 
Ambaffadors  in  the  Court  of 
Endand  ;  that  betweenthem, 

O  *  9 

and  fuch  Commiffiioners  as 
the  faid  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  (hall  appoint  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  extraordinary 
Ambaííador  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  who  is  now  ready  to 
begin  his  journey  thither,  to- 
gether  with  other  Minifters 
refiding  there  on  the  part  of 
divers  Frinccs  and  States,  who 

are 


ti  que  fcederatorum  Belga}  um 
O r diñes  procedendum  fibi  ejfe  ex- 
ijlimant ,  ut  negotium  tam  fülu- 
tare  promoveatur :  necnon  parte 
ex  altera  diólus  Rex  Suecia  cer¬ 
tas  ita  jieret  locum  fibi  vacuum 
ac  integru?n  relinqui  feederis 
hujufee  ínter  partes  principales 
amplcttendi ,  quemadmodum  id 
ut  faciat  a  Magna  Britannia 
Rege ,  et  ab  Ordinibus  f ceder  ati 
Beígii,  per  hafee  pr ajenies ,  máx¬ 
ime  amicum  in  modurn  rogatur  ; 
qui  et  ipft  lib enter  apud  Cafa- 
rem  et  Hifpaniarum  Rcgem  Qui¬ 
ne  qfficii  genus  eo  convertcni ,  ut 
controverfia  nonnulla  qua  di 51  o 
Suecia  Regí  cum  iis  pcjfint  in¬ 
tercederé ,  quamprimum  compo- 
naniur ,  et  Jecundum  jus  jaf que  e 
medio  tollantur.  Quantum  ver » 
ad  fubfldia  qua  á  di 51  o  Rege 
pratenduntur ;  Or diñes  feede¬ 
rati  Belgii  Generales  non  de- 
futuri  funt  mandatis  neceffariis 
confeftim  ad  legatos  fuos  in  Aula 
Britannica  mittendis ,  ut  bos  Ín¬ 
ter  et  Commiffarios  quos  dicius 
Magna  Britannia  Rex  eam  in 
rem  defignabit ,  ínter  que  legatum 
Regis  Suecia  extraordinarium , 
qui  iterja?n  nunc  eo  meditatur  ex 
Belgio ,  aliofque  illic  degentes 
Minijlros  Rrincipum  Statuinn 
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are  concerned  and  ¡nterefted 
in  this  affair  ;  fuch  meafures 
snay  be  taken  to  fettle  allthings 
which  íhall  be  requifite  and 
neceíTary,  that  the  faid  leag  ue 
niay  acquire  the  fubífance  as 
well  as  the  form  of  a  triple  a- 
greement :  towhich  the  refpec- 
tive  parties  íhall  make  it  their 
bufmefs  to  invite  their  friends 
and  allies,  if  any  of  them 
íhould  defire  to  be  admitted. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  ||  of 
January,  1 668. 

Signed> 

Chriflopher  Delphicus  B .  and 
Count  of  Dhona. 


ve->  quos  id  negotium  queque  tan - 
git  atque  concernit ;  confilia  in - 
eantur. ,  fuper  neceffariii  ac  re* 
quiftis  ómnibus  cmflituendis  \Jtc 
ut  fas dus  jam  diEtum  confe qua- 
tur  quamprimum  fubjiantiam 
atque  formam  paSti  tripliciter 
conve  nt  i  \  ad  quod  invitan  di  s 
amicis  et  confcéderatis ,  fi  qui 
ejus  in  partem  admitti  voienty 
omni  ex  parte  opera  quam  dili- 
gentiffimé  dabitur . 

Afium  Hag¿z-Comitum 3 
dic  Januarii)  1 668. 

Signed, 

Chriftophorus  Delphicus  B* 
ac  Comes  in  Dhona. 


Haraldus  Appelboom .  Haraldus  Appelfaoomius* 


The  Negotiation  of  the  Peace  at  Aíx  laChapelle. 


To  my  Lord  Aríington. 

My  Lord,  Antwerp,  Feb.  27,  N.  S.  1668. 

IDid  not  expeól  to  give  your  Lordíhip  another 
trouble  from  this  town  ;  but  having  been  detained 
here  fome  days  by  the  Marquis’s  ftay  till  this  morn- 
ing,  and  intending  at  night  tofollow  him  for  BruíTels, 
I  know  not  whether  my  arrival  there  may  be  time 
enough  to  write  by  the  pacquet  that  parts  from  thence 
to-morrow  at  evening,  and  therefore  will  not  venture 
by  any  omifiion  to  forfeit  my  charter  of  writing  every 
poft.  0 

I  had  yefterday  a  joint  audience  with  the  States-De- 
puties,  and  will  refer  your  Lordíhip  for  •what  palfed 
there  to  the  inclofed  memorial  on  our  part,  and  an- 
fwer  given  us  by  the  Marquis,  which  we  have  dif- 

patched. 
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patched  this  mornlng  to  Sir  John  Trevor,  and  Mr. 
Bouningham  at  París,  by  a  joint  exprefs-,  in  hopes  by 
their  endeavours  there  to  bring  the  bufinefs  to  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms,  upon  the  Marquis’s  having  now 
accepted  the  truce,  to  the  íhorter  term  offered  by 
France,  as  well  as  the  longer  propofed  b)  his  Majefty 
and  the  States. 

B’or  the  alternative,  we  can  yet  draw  no  refolution 
from  him  upon  it,  defending  himfelf  by  the  neceflity 
of  firft  concerting  with  us  how  he  íhall  be  affifted,  in 
cafe  of  France  refufing  both  the  truce  and  the  alterna¬ 
tive.  This  is  in  the  Marquis  an  aim  of  engaging  us  by 
advance  in  the  party,  and  thereby  exafperating  France, 
by  being  threatened  more  direftly  j  and  fo  embark 
the  whole  affair  into  the  neceffity  of  a  long  enfuing 
war  •,  for  that  Spain  would  much  rather  engage  in  it 
with  our  alliftance,  than  be  forced  to  a  peace  upon 
our  late  projeft :  and,  1  think,  purfues  its  own  intereíl 
right  in  thís  point.  That  of  Holland  is  certainly  op- 
pofite  to  theirs,  and  leads  them  to  nothing  fo  much  as 
the  compofure  of  the  quarrel,  with  fome  fecurity  of 
France  growing  no  greater  at  leaft  on  this  fide. 

The  Marquis  is  large  in  arguing  to  me,  that  our 
intereft  lies  in  a  joint  war,  rather  than  a  peace  between 
the  two  Crowns,  and  that  our  end  muft  have  been 
hitherto,  only  to  engage  Holland  with  us  in  the  quar¬ 
rel  •,  and  reafons  from  ftory,  and  the  prefent  genius  of 
our  people  and  Parliament.  I  endeavour  to  quiet  him 
in  this  point,  by  alfuring  him,  that  whatever  other 
Kino-s  have  thought  or  done,  and  whatever  the  peo¬ 
ple  wiíh  or  talk  ;  the  King,  in  whofe  fole  difpofition 
all  matters  of  peace  and  war  lie,  will  by  no  arts  ñor 
confiderations  be  induced  to  break  from  Holland,  in 
the  management  of  this  bufinefs ;  ñor  malte  one  pace 
farther  in  the  Spaniards  defence,  than  the  Dutch  are 
willing  to  join  in.  That  his  intereft  as  well  as  honour 
lies  in  this  refolution,  agreed  by  fo  many  folemn  trea- 
ties ;  and  that  we  as  well  as  the  Dutch  can  very  well 
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content  ourfelves  with  a  peace,  and  purfuiü  of  our 
commerce  ;  provided  we  are  not  alarmed  too  much, 
and  too  near,  with  the  growth  of  the  French  greatnefs. 
And  I  wind  up  all  with  preffing  him  ftill  to  an  ac- 
ceptation  of  the  alternative,  and  to  embrace  the  peace 
according  to  our  projed.  And  thus  we  fence  here 
at  prefent ;  of  all  which,  your  Lordíhip,  I  believe, 
will  receive  the  detail  more  at  large  by  the  Holland 
pacquet,  in  the  difpatches  paífed  between  me  and 
Monfieur  de  Witt  fince  my  arrival  here  ;  of  which  I 
defired  him  to  fend  copies  to  their  AmbalTadors  in 
England,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to  your  Lord  - 
íhip  ;  becaufe  more  uncertainty  in  the  Nieuport  pac¬ 
quet,  and  the  prefent  want  of  a  fettled  cypher,  have 
hindered  larger  tranfmiffions  this  way,  and  more  di- 
redly  to  your  Lordfhip’s  hands. 

Yeílerday  carne  in  the  Spaniíh  letters,  and,  though 
I  have  not  leen  the  Marquis  fince,  yet,  by  what  I  have 
from  his  Secretary,  and  the  Count  Mountery,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that  Donjuán  is  on  his  way  hither, 
and  now  at  fea  with  confiderable  fupplies  of  men  and 
money,  which  are  very  necefiary  here,  either  for  car- 
rying  on  a  war,  or  inducing  a  peace.  The  parti- 
culars  I  cannot  affure,  though  the  common  talk  is,  of 
eight  thoufand  Spaniards,  and  fix  hundred  thoufand 
•crowns  in  lpecie,and  eight  hundred  thoufand  in  remife. 
It  is  very  poífible  your  Lordfnip  may  hear  more  there 
of  his  coming,  and  fee  him  fooner  than  we  íhall  here, 
as  well  as  judge  better,  what,  or  how  much,  it  will  im- 
port  to  the  eífed  or  defeat,  the  advance  or  diverfion, 
of  the  prefent  counfels.  What  occurs  to  your  Lord¬ 
íhip  upon  it,  and  will  relate  to  my  conduft  here,  I 
hope  to  receive  from  you  by  the  firft ;  not  efteeming 
any  thing  well  begun,  without  a  thread  at  leaft  from 
your  Lordfhip  to  guide  me ;  ñor  well  performed, 
until  I  receive  your  approbation,  upon  which  depends 
fo  much  the  fatisfaélion,  as  well  as  good  fortune  of,  &c. 

lo 


i 


and  other  Mimjlers  of  State.  387 


T'o  Monfieur  de  Witt.  A  Moníieur  de  Witt. 


Antwerp ,  Feb.  27, 

SIR ,  N.  S,  1668. 

T  Have  received  much  fatif- 

fadlion  as  well  as  honour 
by  yours  of  the  25tb,  and  am 
very  glad  to  obferve  the  fame 
conformity  of  fentiments  be- 
tween  us  fince  we  parted,  that 
there  ever  was  while  1  refided 
at  the  Hague.  I  íhall  write 
to  you  now  with  my  own  irik, 
having  already  done  it  with 
that  of  the  Marquis,  who 
would  not  be  fatisíied  til]  I  fent 
you  that  difpatch  :  and  I  was 
forced  to  íhew  him  my  letter 
before  I  fealed  it,  to  fee  whe- 
ther  it  were  agreeable  with 
what  he  had  dehred  me  to  tell 
yon  upon  that  occafion. 


I  had,  at  my  firíl  aucience, 
preíTed  him  fo  clofely  to  de¬ 
clare  himfelf  upon  the  alter- 
native,and  furmounted  all  his 
excufes  upon  defedl  of  powers, 
by  defiring  that  he  would  do 
it  by  way  of  hmitation,  not 
to  be  ratined  till  theQueen  of 
Spain’s  farther  pleafure  ;  that 
at  laft  he  told  me  he  would 
comply,provided  Francecouid 
be  brought  to  ratify  their  re- 
nunciation  in  form  in  thePar- 
liament  of  Paris,  to  contení 
themfelves  with  anequivalent 

fer 


Anver s,  le  27  Fevr - 
Monfieur,  S.  N.  1668. 

A 1  éprouvé  beauccup  de fa- 
J  tisfaftion ,  &  recu  beau - 
coup  áéhonneur  par  vetre  lettre 
áu  25  de  ce  mois  ;  &  je  fuis 
fort  aje  de  remar quer  une  auf- 
fi  grande  conformité  de  fenti- 
mens  entre  nous  depnis  que  nous 
nous  fommes  feparés ,  quil  y  en  a 
toujours  eu  pendant  mon  fejour 
a  ¡a  Haye .  Je  vous  écrirai  d 


prefent  de  mon  propre  enere ,  car 
deji  de  celle  de  Monfieur  le  Mar¬ 
quis  que  je  vous  écrivis  derniere- 
ment:  il  ne  voulut  point  paroitre 
fatisfait ,  que  je  n  euffe  confenú 
d  me  charger  du  foin  de  vous 
écrire ,  &  par- Id  je  me  vis  con * 
traint  a  lui  montrer  ma  ¡ettre 
fivant  que  de  la  fermer  ;  car  il 
falloit  qii  il  jugedt  fi  elle  étoit 
conforme  d  ce  quil  ni  avoit  pne 
de  vous  mander  fur  F  a jf aire  qui 
en  faifoit  le  fujet . 

Dans  ma  premier e  audience 
je  Favois  fi  fort  prcjfe  de  fe 
declarer  fur  F alternativo,  & 
j’avois  ete  f  habile  d  lever  tole¬ 
tes  fes  dificultes ,  &  d  inoppofer 
d  Jes  délais  qui  étoient  fondes  fur 
fon  manque  de  pouvoirs  ;  mes 
infames  étoient  fi  fortes  &  fi 
redoublées ,  quil  me  dit  enfin 
quil  fe  difpoferoit  a  faire  ce  que 
fexigeois  de  lui ,  pourvü  qiion 
püt  porter  la  France  d  faire  ve - 
rifen ,  dans  les  formes ,  ja  re - 
nonciation  dans  le  Par  le  ment  de 
Paris ;  d  fe  contenten  dé  un  équi- 
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for  the  cities  taken,  which  ad  - 
vanee  ib  far  into  the  heart  of 
the  country:  and  laftly,  if,  in 
cafe  of  a  reíufal  frorn  France, 
he  mig;ht  be  afíured  before- 

O 

hand  of  the  afii  flanee  of  Eng- 
land  and  Hoiland  by  a  com- 
mon  concert. 


I  told  hím,  that,  for  the  two 
points  of  the  renunciation 
and  the  equivaient,  he  might 
reckon  from  our  joint  offices 
upon  ali  we  could  obtain  from 
Francein  favour  of  Spain.  For, 
as  to  the  equivaient,  our  own 
intereft  obliged  us  to  it,  tbat 
we  might  leave  fo  much 
a  ftronger  barrier  between 
France  and  Hoiland  :  and,  as 
for  the  renunciation,  we  de- 
fired  it  too,  but  do  not  con- 
eeive  it  a  t.hing  upon  which 
Spain  ought  to  be  too  ítiff ; 
íince  our  gnaranty  was  the 
only  ftrong  and  folid  renunci- 
£tion  that  could  be  made  up¬ 
on  this  occafion  ;  and  for  the 
aíTurance  he  defired,  of  being 
aíTifted  in  cafe  of  arefufal  from 
France, I  did  not  doubt  but  he 
had  heard  at  Icaft  the  fubflance 
of  our  fccret  arricies  to  that 
purpofe  ;  becaufe  their  Am- 
baflador  at  the  llague  had  told 

me, 


valcnt  pour  les  villes  prifes,  lej - 
quelles  fiont  fttuees  fi  avant  dans 
le  país ,  &  prefque  ou  coeur  de 
ly Etat &  enfin  qiien  cas  de 
refus  de  la  part  de  la  France  ¡ 
il  feroit  ajfure  du  fiecours  de 
P  ringlete  rre  &  de  i  Hollan de  % 
&  que  les  deux  nations  arma 
roient  de  concert .  Au  rejle ,  voi- 
ci  par  ou  je  reüfifis  a  vaincre  fia 
repugnance ,  &  a  obtemr  ma  de¬ 
mande  ;  je  lut  dis  quen  at  ten- 
dan  t  T arrvuee  de  pleinpouvoirs9 
il  fii ,  fous  le  bon  plaifir  de  la 
Reine  dJ  Ejp  a gne^  &  ad  ratifi- 
candum ,  la  declaration  fiur  la - 
queíle  je  le  prefijáis . 

A  Pegará  des  conditions  quil 
propofie ,  voici  ce  que  je  lui  ai 
re  ponda  y  que  pour  les  deux  pré- 
tnieres ,  favoir  la  renonciation 
&  V equivalente  qiiil  fe  pon - 
voit  promettre  de  nos  fioins  & 
de  nos  offices  mutuels  tout  ce  que 
nous  pourrions  obtenir  de  la 
France  en  faveur  de  PEJpagne  5 
d  quoi  j'ai  ojoutéy  quid  Pegar d 
de  P equivalente  notre  interet 
commun  demandoit  qu’on  preffiát 
cet  article ,  &  qu'il fút  accordé 
afin  qu'une  plus  forte  barriere 
fút  laififée  entre  la  France  & 
P  Hoiland e.  £¡)ue  pour  ce  qui 
regardoit  la  renonciation ,  nous 
la  defirions  aufifi  y  mais  que  nous 
ne  croyons  pas  que  ce  fút  une 
chofie  fiur  laquclle  PEJpagne  düt 
sJ opiniáírpr ;  pui fique  nbtregua- 
rantie  etoit  Pünique  fureté  &  la 
fieule  folide  renonciation  fiur  la - 
quelle  il  fút  feur  de  fe  repofier 
en  cette  occafion «  ¡fin  d  Pegard 
de  Paffiurcince  qu'il  vouloit  avoir 
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itie,  th at  a  Jew  ofAmfterdam 
had  feht  him  a  copy  of  thcm, 
by  wbich  he  muft  needs  be 
well  informed  of  our  mutual 
obligations,  as  well  as  of  our 
intentions,  not  only  to  aflift 
Spain,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  from 
France,  but  to  engage  our- 
felves  in  the  quarrel,  by  an 
open  war  with  all  our  forces 
againft  that  Crown. 


After  much  difcotirfe  to  this 
purpofe,  I  thought  fit,  for  his 
entire  fatisfaftion  upon  the  ar- 
ticie  of  our  aífifting  Spain,  to 
let  him  know  clearly,  how  far 
he  might  hope  from  us  in  the 
point  of  the  renunciaron,  and 
to  remove  a  thought  which 
Don  Eftavan  de  Gamarra  had 
given  him  as  comingfrom  me, 
that  there  was  fomething  in 
the  articles,  by  which  it  íhould 
appear,  that  we  would  not 
forcé  Spain  in  cafe  of  a  refu¬ 
fal  :  for  the  fe  reafons,  I  fay, 
I  thought  good  to  read  to  him 
our  three  feparate  articles, 
without  giving  him  a  copy  5 
for  he  profeííed  to  me,  that  he 
never  received  one  from  the 
Jew,  though  he  did  the  fub- 
ífance  of  them  both  from  him, 
and  the  Barón  de  Bargeyck.  I 


A un  fecours ,  en  cas  que  l a  France 
refujcit  les  conditions  ;  je  ne  dou * 
tois  point  qiiil  rí eüt  éte  injlruity 
du  moins  en  jubftance ,  du  conte - 
nu  de  nos  articles  fecrels  toüchant 
ce  point-ld  ;  que  P  A mbajfiadeur 
d'Efpagne  a  la  Haye  ni  avoit  me - 
me  dit  quun  Juif  A  Amjlerdam 
lui  en  avoit  fait  teñir  la  copie , 
par  oü  il  devoit  etre  ajfiez  in - 
Jlruit  de  nos  engagemens  muta - 
tls ,  aujjt  bien  que  de  nos  inten - 
tionspour  PEfpagne ;  qui  étoienti 
non  feulement  de  Pafjifler  en  cas 
(Fun  refus  de  la  part  de  la 
France ,  inais  de  nous  engager 
dans  Ja  querelle ,  par  la  declara- 
tion  Auné  guerre  ouverte  en 
tournant  toutes  nos  forces  contre 
la  France. 

Apres  beaucoup  de  difcours 
fur  cette  matiere ,  f  ai  trouvc 
d  propos ,  afin  de  le  fia  ti sf  aire 
pleinement  fur  Partióle  du  fe¬ 
cours  ¿  pour  lui  faire  évidem- 
ment  fentir  jufquoü  il  pouvoit 
conter  fur  nous  dans  Fajfaire 
de  renonciation ,  auffi  bien  que 
pour  lui  oter  lapenfée  que  Don 
EJlavan  de  Gamarra  lui  avoit 
donné  de  mapart ,  que  peut+étre 
y  avoit -il  quelque  chofe  dans  les 
articles  par  laquelle  il  paroitroit 
que  nous  ne  voulions  forcer  P  E- 
fpagne  en  cas  di  un  refus :  pour 
toutes  ces  raifons ,  ais-je .  Jai 
jttgé  a  propos  de  lui  Ure  nos 
t rois  articles  feparcs ,  finís  luí 
en  laijfier  la  copie  \  car  il  me 
declara ,  quil  ne  les  avoit  point 
re  yus  de  fion  Juif  mais  quil 
en  avoit  vú  la  fiubflance ,  C5'  que 
cetoit  par  le  canal  de  ce  Juif 
&  du  Barón  de  Bargeyck.  Je 
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do  not  know  whether  I  did 
well  in  íhewing  them  to  him  ; 
but,  if  you  think  otherwife, 
I  hope  you  wiil  excufe  me  up¬ 
on  my  good  intentions,  and 
my  ufual  plain  dealing  to  in- 
form  freely  thofe  I  treat  with, 
of  what  they  have  to  hope  or 
to  fear.  The  Marquis  took 
no  cffence  at  our  two  firíl  ar- 
ticles;  and  only  faid,  he  could 
not  comprehend,  why  the 
States  being  newly  enemies  to 
Portugal,  and  having  {lili  a 
controverfy  with  them,  íbould 
defire  fo  much  to  fee  them 
ílrengther.ed  by  a  peace  with 
Spain.  I  told  him,  my  opi¬ 
nión  was,  that  they  drove  on 
this  affair,  becaufe  they  be- 
lieved,  that,  without  a  peace 
with  Portugal,  Spain  would 
not  recover  itfelf  enough  to 
make  head  againft  France, 
and  reduce  affairs  ofChriílen- 
dom  to  the  balance  that  is  ne- 
ceffary. 

He  was  fatisfied  with  this 
anfwer,  and  fpoke  no  more 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  renunci- 
ation  :  but,  upon  that  of  the 
alliflance  we  prornifed,  he  faid, 
that  the  words  of  the  third  ar- 
ticle  were  ílrong  enough,  but 
in  too  general  terms ;  and 
that,  after  he  íliould  have  ac- 
cepted  the  alternative,  France 
might  yet,  during  the  next 
month,  or  April,  make  fome 
enterprifes  upon  the  places  on 
this  fide,  before  the  new  le- 
vies  could  be  raifed,  and  take 
íorne  of  them,  if  he  were  not 

fr  rxiiíhed 


ne  fcai  pas  fi  f ai  bien  fait  en 
les  lui  montrant ;  mals  en  cas 
que  vous  jugiez  le  contrair ey 
j’cfpere  que  vous  rrí excuferez 
toüjours  en  faveur  de  mes  bon - 
nes  intentions ,  qui  m’ont  ioujours 
porte  a  deciar er  ouvertement  a 
ceux  avec  qui  je  traite ,  tous  les 
fujets  quils  ont  a  craindre  IF  cP 
efperer .  Le  Marquis  ne  Je  for 
inalija  pas  de  nos  deux  pretniers 
art teles  \  il  dit  feulement ,  qu’il 
ne  put  cornprendre  pourquoi  les 
Etats  qui  etoieni  r?  agüeres  en - 
nemis  de  Portugal ,  &  a  qui  il 
rejle  en  core  des  chafes  a  demeler 
avec  lui ,  fouhaiioient  ft  for t  de 
voir  accroitre  leurs  forces  par 
une  paix  avec  V Efpagne :  Je  lui 
dit  que  ma  penfée  étoit¡  qiiils 
prefjG:ent  cette  affair e parce  qu'ils 
croyoient  que¿  fans  la  paix  avec 
le  Portugal ,  P  Efpagnol  ne  fe 
verroit  jomáis  en  etat  de  faire 
i  cié  a  la  France  ;  &  de  donner 
par  ce  ?noycn  aux  affaircs  de  la 
chretienté  le  jujle  equilibre  qu 
elles  doivent  avoir . 

11  Je  contenta  de  cela ,  &  ne 
parla  plus  de  Pcffaire  de  la  re- 
nonciation.  Alais  a  Pegar d  du 
fecours  que  nous  promettons ,  il 
one  dit ,  que  les  termes  de  Parti- 
de  troifeme  etoient  affez  foris^  \ 
?nais  trop  generan x\  &  quaprh 
quils  auroient  accepte  P  alterna- 
i í  ve  la  France  pourroit  encore 
p encía nt  les  mois  de  Alars  td  cP 
Avril ,  faire  quelques  tentatives 
fur  les  vi  lies  du  Pais-Bas  ;  que 
les  nouvelles  lev  ce  s  nous  pour- 
roient  encore  etre  fur  pied ; 
que  la  Flandre  fe  verroit  enle- 
ver  queiqu  une  de  fes  places ,  ji 


elle 


/ 


and  other  Minijlers  oj  State .  39 1 


furniíhed  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  foot,  whicli  might 
be  eafily  done  from  Holland  : 
and  though  I  told  him,  that 
we  could  not  concert  farther 
with  him  before  he  had  ac- 
cepted  the  alternativo,  and  by 
that  means  caíl  the  refuíal  up- 
on  France,  and,  by  confe- 
quence,  the  forcé  of  our  arms 
in  cafe  of  a  war,  which  we 
could  not  declare  till  we  were 
aíTured  upon  which  fide  the 
refufalwould  lie;  for  all  that, 
he  would  not  be  fatisfied  till 
I  had  writ  you  that  letter  ; 
from  which,  however,  I  Jook- 
ed  for  no  other  eífed:,  than  to 
let  him  underíland  from  you, 
what  he  had  already  learnt  e- 
110 ugh  from  me. 


On  Sunday  morning  your 
Deputies  arrived,  and  we  had 
a  joint  audience  of  the  Mar- 
quis,  whereof  they  will  fend 
you  an  account.  I  íhall  only 
tell  you,  that  as  we  preíled 
him  very  much  upon  the  alter- 
native,  and  he,  on  the  con- 
trary,  preíled  us  to  a  concert 
for  the  defence  of  Flanders, 
and  in  the  mean  whiletomake 
our  preparations  for  war ;  I 
told  him  thereupon,  what  pre¬ 
parations  the  King  my  Ma- 
fler  had  already  made,  and 
thofe  alfo  made  by  the  States 
on  their  fide  ;  but  I  defired 
him,  by  his  declaring  himfelf 
vipon  the  alternative,  to  let  us 

know 


elle  ríétoit  rniinie  de  ir  oís  cu  qua  - 
tre  mílle  hommes  de  pied ;  & 
qríil  étoit  facile  a  la  Hollande 
de  les  fournir .  fhioique  f  ay  e 
prís  le  Join  de  luí  repeter ,  que 
mus  ne  pouvions  entrer  en  au- 
cune  negociation  avec  luí  avant 
quíl  eút  accepté  t alternative , 
que  par-ld  le  refus  retemberoit 
Jur  la  France ,  &  que  par  con - 
fequent  elle  s attírerolt  toutes 
nos  for ccs  fur  les  bras  en  cas  de 
guerre  ;  qu  enfin  ces  f orces  ne 
pouvoient  faire  de  demarches 
jujqu  d  ce  qu* on  eut  fyu  de  quel 
cote  feroit  le  refus.  Tout  cela 
ne  le  fatisfit  pas ,  &  il  ne  pa- 
rut  point  contení  que  je  ne  vous 
euffe  écrit  la  lettre  qui  a  precede 
celle-ci ,  de  la  quede  pourtant  je 
nattendois  pas  d’autre  effet  que 
de  luí  faire  voir  par  vbtre  pro - 
pre  plume ,  ce  qii  il  aveit  deja 
affez  appris  par  ma  b cuche. 

Le  dimanche  au  motín  Mef- 
Jieurs  vos  Deputes  arriverent , 
Lt  nous  cúmes  conjointement  no - 
tre  audience  du  Marquis  ;  cefl 
de  quoi  lis  vous  rendront  con~ 
te ;  je  vous  dirai  j'eulementy 
que  comme  nous  ¿’avons  fortprej - 
Jé  fur  l' alternative,  et  que  luí 
au  contraire  ne  nous  a  parlé  & 
ría  infjle  que  jur  un  concert  pour 
fa  defenfe ,  nous  propofant  de 
faire  tous  nos  préparaiifs  pour 
la  guerre  en  attendant ;  je  lui 
ai  parlé  de  ceux  que  le  Roy  mon 
maítre  faifoit  deja  &  de  ceux 
que  les  Etats  faifoient  auffii  de 
leur  cote :  je  tai  prié  de  nous 
apprendre  en  fe  declarant  Jur 
t alternative,  contre  lequel  des 
deux  parties  il  faudroit  employer 
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know  againfl:  which  of  the 
two  parties  fuch  great  prepa- 
rations  muí!  be  employed.  I 
leave  it  to  your  Deputies  to 
entertain  you  with  anaccount 
of  the  long  difcourfes  hemade 
upon  this  occafion,  which 
however  were  modérate  e- 
nough  towards  our  common 
intentions.  But  we  finiíhed 
them  all,  by  giving  him  a  me¬ 
moria]  to  the  fame  effeft  with 
what  we  had  told  him  ;  upon 
Which  having  received  an  an- 
fwer  yefterday  in  the  evening, 
we  difpatched  it  away  this 
morning  to  the  Minifters  at 
Paris,  to  forward  the  fufpen- 
íion  of  arms,  if  poííible,  by 
our  accepting  the  truce  pro- 
pofed  by  France,  to  the  end  of 
March. 


Y  efterday  carne  letters  from 
Spain  :  and  though  1  havenot 
feen  the  Marquis  lince,  (who 
went  early  this  morning  for 
Bruííels)  yet,  by  what  í  have 
learnt  from  other  hands,  I 
have  reafon  to  think,  that 
Don  Juan  may  be  at  prefent 
upon  bis  journey  hither,  and 
perhaps  at  fea,  and  that  he 
brings  along  with  him  confi- 
derable  fupplies  both  of  men 
and  money.  'í'he  talk  runs* 
that  he  has  eight  thoufand 
Sp¿miards,  fix  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  crowns  in  fpecie,  and 

eight 


de  fi  grands  preparatlfs .  fié 
laijfe  d  Mejfieurs  vos  Deputés 
le  Join  de  vous  entretenir  du  de¬ 
tall  de  la  conference ,  qui  fut 
longue ,  IF  dans  laquelle  le  Mar¬ 
quis  parla  fouvent  &  longtems^ 
mais  toujours  d' une  maniere  af- 
fez  moderée ,  ¿ff  qui  ne  paroijfoit 
point  s'eloigner  de  nos  communes 
intentions .  Notre  audience  syejl 
conclue  par  la  prefentaiion  d'un 
memoire  que  nous  lid  avons  re  - 
mis ,  &  qui  contenoit  enfubfilance 
les  chofes  que  nous  itions  char- 
ges  de  lui  dire.  Notre  memoire 
ayant  ete  répondu  hier  au  foir * 
nous  avons  envoye  ce  matin  la 
reponfe  aux  Minijlres  qui  font 
d  Paris y  &  cela  dans  la  vúe  de 
faire  reiiffir^  s’ii  ejl  pofiible,  la 
fujpenficn  di  armes  3  qui  felón 
toutes  les  appar enees  ne  fera  pas 
longtems  differee ,  des  qiion  aura 
appris  en  France  que  la  treve 
qu’elle  a  propofée  jufqii  d  la  fin 
de  Mars  vient  d’etre  acceptée . 

11  arriva  hier  des  lettres  di - 
Efpagne,  &  quoique  je  rl ai  pas 
vú  le  Marquis  depuis  qii  il  a  re¬ 
pelí  fes  depeches  ( car  il  a  partí 
ce  matin  de  la  pointe  du  jour 
pour  Bruxelles )  f  di  pourtant 
lien  de  conclure  de  tout  ce  que 
f  ai  appris  dlailleurs,  que  Don 
fiuan  ejl  enfin  partí ,  mime 
deja  embarque  pour  fe  rendre 
en  ce  país- ci^  &  quil  a  menc 
avec  lui  des  fecours  confider ables 
&  dlhommes  &  d  'argent ;  le 
bruit  court ,  que  les  troupes  con- 
fijlent  en  8coo  Efpagnols ,  qut 
Farpait  fe  monte  d  600000 
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eiaht  hundred  thoufand  ¡n  re- 
turns.  But  of  thefe  particu- 
lars  I  cannot  aíTure  you  at  pre- 
fent.  I  have  already  inform- 
ed  your  Deputies  more  at 
large  in  what  I  have  learnt 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  Don  Juan  ; 
ás  I  íhall  continually  do  be- 
fore-hand  of  all  things  that  I 
think  you  would  be  giad  to 
know  from  henee  :  and  I  be- 
lieve  they  will  tell  you,  that 
there  is  no  need  to  defire  me 
to  ufe  them  with  all  confidence, 
whereof  they  have  already  re- 
ceived  proofs  enough  fince  we 
met  here :  and  they  will  be 
in  every  thing  the  more  ac- 
ceptable  to  me,  by  how  much 
I  fee  they  are  in  efteem  with 
you,  and  in  credit  with  the 
States,  as  indeed  they  deferve 
both  from  their  qualities  and 
their  perfons. 


Pray  give  me  the  liberty  to 
delire  you  will  fend  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  the  Dutch  Am- 
baffadors  at  London,  with  di- 
re&ions  to  íhew  it  to  my  Lord 
Arlington  ;  becaufe  I  cannot 
fo  well  truft  the  Nieuport  pac- 
quet,  too  much  expofedtothe 
infpe&ion  of  the  French ;  and 
I  am  not  yet  fo  perfe£t  in  my 
cipher,  as  to  write  long  letters 
in  it  upon  thefe  affairs. 

I  delire  you  will  remember 
me  to  my  friends  at  the  Ha^ue, 
Vql.  I,  and 


teus  en  efpeces ,  &  en  800000 
ecus  de  remfj^s.  Man  en  vous 
écrivant  ces  particularitls  je  n* 
prétens  vous  apprendre  encore 
ríen  de  certain ,  Jyal  dit  dans 
un  plus  gr and  detall)  a  Meffieurs 
vos  Deputes ,  ce  que  favois  ap • 
pris  touebant  Don  Juan  ;  &  d 
t  avenir  je  feral  toujours  pret  d 
leur  declarer  toutes  les  chofes  que 
je  croirai  que  vous  Jerez  bien  aife 
que  vous  foient  mande  es  d’ici . 
Je  me  fíate  qu’ils  vous  diront 
qu'il  n  eft  pas  necejfaire  de  me 
prier  de  ?ne  communlquer ,  &  de 
viouvrlr  d  eux  avec  toute  forte 
de  con fi anee ,  puifque  je  leur  en 
al  deja  donne  des  preuves  depuls 
que  nous  nous  fommes  raffemblbs 
id,  Leur  entretien  &  leurs 
perfonnes  me  feront  d'autant 
plus  agreables ,  que  je  vois  qu  a- 
vec  votre  ejllme  lis  ont  auffi  l'ef- 
time  &  la  confiance  de  Mejfieurs 
les  Etats ;  c'ejl  une  jujllce  ren- 
due  d  leurmerlte  &  á  leurs  qua- 
ll tes  perfonnelles . 

Mlaccordezvous  la  liberte 
de  vous  prier  ct  envoy  er  une  co¬ 
pie  de  cette  lettre  aux  AmbaJJa- 
deurs  di Hollande  a  Londres ,  a- 
vec  ordre  de  la  faire  voir  d  ATi- 
lord  Arlington  ;  car  je  me  défte 
extremement  du  courler  de  Nieu¬ 
port)  trop  expofé  a  la  r encontré 
des  FrancoiS)  &  :e  ne  fuis  pas 
encore  ajje z  gran  i  maitre  da?is 
mon  chiffre ,  pour  m  en  fervir 
dans  les  aff  aires  di  un  aujfi  long 
detall. 

Je  vous  prle  de  ni  ai der  a  me 
conferver  dans  le  Jtuvenir  de 
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and  believe  me,  as  much  as 
any  man  in  the  worid,  Sir, 
your,  &c. 


7 he  Memorial  given  to  the 
Marquis  of  Cajtel- Ro¬ 
drigo.  Febr .  1668. 

My  Lord , 

'HE  under  figned  Refident 
of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Deputies  ex- 
traordinary  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands,  find  themfelves  obliged 
to  reprefent  to  your  Excellen- 
cy,  that  his  Majefty  and 
their  High  Mightineíles  have 
Jately  concluded  a  treaty,  by 
which  they  have  not  only  pro- 
vided  for  their  proper  fecurity, 
but  alfo  for  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  Chriflendom,  in  cafe  their 
neighbours  proceed  in  it  with 
the  fame  good  intentions 
wherevvith  the  faid  allies  have 
be°;un  this  affair :  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty  and  their  High  Migh- 
tineífes,  for  the  better  perfect- 
ing  fo  Chriñian  a  work,  hav- 
ing  given  orders  to  their  Mi- 
niíters  refidingat  theCourts  of 
both  Kings  at  prefent  in  vvar, 
to  endeavour  by  all  means,  and 
by  a  common  concert,  to  dif- 
pofe  both  the  faid  Kings  to 
accept  the  means  propofed  by 
the  faid  allies,  as  the  readielt 
and  moft  nccefíary  for  arriv- 
ing  at  fo  happy  an  end ;  that 
is  to  fay,  to  accept  the  peace 
upo  a  the  alternative  already 

propofed  : 


mes  amis  de  la  Hayey  id  de  me 
croiré [toujoürs,  id  autant  que 
perfonne  du  monde ,  Monfíeury 
votre  humble  id  tres  affettionní 
Serviteur . 

Memoire  au  Marquis  de 
Caítel-Rodrigo.  An- 
vers,  Fevr.  1668. 

Monfieur. 

E  S  fouffignez  Reftdent  de 
la  Grande  Br ¿tagne ,  id 
les  Deputes  extraordinaires  des 
Etats-Generdux  des  Provinces 
Untes  du  País -Has  fe  trouvent 
obliges  de  reprefenter  a  V.  E. 
que  fa  Majejie  id  leurs  Hautes 
Puiffances  ayant  deputs  peu  con - 
clu  un  traite ,  par  lequel  ils  tí ont 
pas  feulement  pourvü  a  leur pro* 
pre  fureté ,  mais  auffi  a  la  paix 
id  repos  de  la  Chretienté ,  en  cas 
que  leurs  voijins  y  procedent  avec 
les  mimes  borníes  intentions  dont 
les  dits  Allies  ont  entorne  cette 
affair e ;  fa  dite  Majejie  id  leurs 
Hautes  Puiffances ,  pour  mieux 
acheminer  un  ouvrage  ficbretieny 
_ont  donné  ordres  a  leurs  Mini- 
Jlres  aupres  des  deux  Cour orines 
a  prefent  en  guerrey  de  t deber 
par  tous  moyens ,  id  par  un  con¬ 
cert  commun ,  de  difpofer  les  di - 
tes  deux  Couronnes  daccepter  les 
moyens  propofes  par  les  dits  Al* 
liésy  comme  les  plus  prompts  id 
les  plus  neceff aires  pour  arriver  d 
une  fin  fi  heureufe ;  c  ejUd-direy 
de  confentir  d  la  paix  fur  d al¬ 
ternative  deja propofée ;  id  ( pour 
prevenir  les  accidens  qui  pour - 
ront  furvenir  pour  empecher  le 
progres  d'un  traite)  de  conferí :r 
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propofed  :  and  (to  prevent  the 
accidents  that  may  intervene 
to  hinder  the  progrefs  of  the 
treaty)  to  confent  alfo  imme- 
diately  to  a  truce  till  the  end 
of  March,  and  in  the  mean 
while  to  fend  their  Plenipo- 
tentiaries  to  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
furnifhed  with  inftru&ions  and 
powers,  neceíTary  to  treat  and 
conclude  a  peace  upon  the  faid 
alternative ;  that  the  fire  at 
prefent  kindled,  and  whereof 
in  all  appearance  the  fparks 
are  ready  to  fly  through  the 
greateft  part  of  Chriftendom, 
may  be  foon  extinguiíhed, 
and  give  place  to  a  general 
and  lafting  peace,  to  the  fafe- 
ty  of  all  thofe  who  find  them- 
felves  engaged  in  the  fad  ef- 
fe&s  or  confequences  of  the 
prefent  war. 

The  faid  Refident  and  De- 
puties  extraordinary  are  more 
particularly  obliged,by  the  or- 
ders  of  their  Mafters,  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  Excellency, 
how  glorious  it  will  be  toyou, 
how  advantageous  to  the  com  * 
mon  ends  of  the  peace,  and 
how  neceíTary  for  preferving 
to  Spain  the  remainder  of 
Flanders,  that  your  Excellen¬ 
cy,  by  virtue  of  your  powers, 
would  make  the  firft  ftep  in 
th  is  greataffair,  by  confenting 
readily  to  the  faid  alternative, 
and  to  the  faid  truce,  and  to 
the  difpatching  of  the  faid  Ple- 
nipotentiaries  to  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  ;  and  for  the  better  en- 
tering  into  this  negotiation, 

and 
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aujfi  promptement  a  une  treve 
jufqu  d  la  fin  du  mois  de  Marsy 
ÍA  en  attendant  d’envoyer  lenrs 
Plenipotentiairesd  la  ville  d'  Ai x 
la  Chapelle ,  muñís  des  i njlruóti - 
ons  ÍA  des  pouvoirs  r equis  pour  y 
traíter  ÍA  conclure  la  paix  fur 
la  dite  alternative ,  a  fin  que  le 
feu  qui  fe  voit  d  prejcnt  allumé , 
ÍA  duquel  les  'et  ince  lies  Je  vont 
en  apparence  jetitr  dans  la  plus 
grande  part  de  la  Cbrctiente,  fe 
puiffe  hientot  etoujfer  \  ÍA  Jai  re 
place  d  une  paix  géneraley  du- 
rabley  ÍA  falutaire  d  tous  ceux 
qui  fe  trouvent  enveloppés  ou 
dans  les  ejfets  cu  dans  les  conje - 
quencés  funefes  de  la  guerre 
prefentí. 


Les  dits  Refident  ÍA  les  De - 
pütes  extraordinairci  Je  trou¬ 
vent  plus  partí culierement  obli* 
gés ,  par  les  ordres  de  leurs  mai * 
tres ,  de  reprefenter  d  V,  E, 
combien  il  lui  fera  glorien x  ÍA 
avantageux  d  la  fin  ccmmune 
de  la  paix ,  ÍA  necejfaire  d  la 
cónferVation  de  ce  qui  refe  d 
ÍEfpagne  dans  les  País  -  Bas ,  que 
P.  E.  en  ver  tu  de  fes  pouvoirs 
fajje  le  premier  pas  dans  cette. 
grande  ajfaire ,  en  confentant 
promptement  d  la  díte  alterna* 
ti  ve ,  &  d  la  dite  treve ,  ÍA  d 
la  depeche  des  dits  Pie  ni  poten - 
tiaires  d  la  ville  d*  Aix  la  Cha¬ 
pelle  :  et  aujfi  pour  mieux  ache - 
miner  cette  negociation  ÍA  la  di  te 
treve ,  que  V \  E.  fe  declare 
C  c  2  prcmp- 
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and  the  íaid  truce,  that  your 
Excellency  will  declare  im- 
mediately  your  acceptation  of 
the  truce,  which  the  moft 
Chriftian  KLng  has  propofed, 
from  the  i8thof  November  to- 
thelaftof  March,  1668.  And, 
upon  all  thefe  points,  the  faid 
Refident  and  Deputies  extra*, 
©rdinary  do  pray  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  wkh  all  poílible  in- 
flanees,  to  give  them  a  fpeedy 
and  plain  anfvver,  agreeable  to 
the  good  and  h-oly  difpofitions 
wherewith  his  Majefty  and 
their  High  MightineíTes  have 
begun  and  purfued  this  glori- 
ous  and  Chnflian  defign  of  a 
general  peace. 


promptement  dlaccepter  la  trevP 
que  fa  Majejlé  tres  Chretienm 
apropofée  le  18  Novembre  166  J9 
jufqii  au  dernier  jour  de  Mari 
1668.,  Et  fur  tous  en  points 
les  dlts  Refident  &  ks  Depu - 
tés  extraordinaires  fe  trouvent 
obligés  de  prier  E.  E.  avec  tris¬ 
tes  les  mjlances  pojftbles ,  de  leur 
donner  une  réponfe  prompte 
nette ,  id  agréable  aux  borníes  id 
faintes  difpoftions  avec  lefquel- 
les  fa  Majeflé  id  leurs  Hautes 
Puijfances  ont  entamé  id  pour- 
juvvi  ce  dejfein  ghrieux  id  Chri - 
tlen  de  la  paix  commune . 


To  my  Lord  Hallifax . 


My  Lord,  B ruñéis,  March  2,  N.  S.  1668» 

IT  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  anfvver  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived  lately  from  your  Lordfhip*  if  it  could  be 
ever  difficult  for  me  to  do  a  duty  where  I  owe  it  fo 
much,  and  pay  it  fo  willingly.  The  refleótions  I  make 
upon  what  you  fay,  and  what-  I  hear  from  other  hands 
ef  the  fame  kind,  carry  me  only  to  eonfider  how  much 
by  chance,  and  how  unequally,  perfons  and  things  are 
judged  at  a  diflance  ;  and  make  me  apprehend,.  from. 
fo  much  more  applaufe  than  is  my  due  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  upon  the  next  I  may  meet  wich  as  much* 
more  blame  than  I  deferve  y  as  one  feldom  has  a  great 
run  of  cards  which  is  not  followed  by  an  ill  one,  at 
leaft  gamefters  that  are  no  luckier  than  I.  It  is  not 
my  part  to  undeceive  people,  that  will  make  my  fue* 
ceñes  pafs  for  merit  or  ability ;  but,  for  my  friends,!- 
would' k  not  cheat  them  to  my  advantage  itfelf ;  and 
the  refere  will  teil  you  the  fecret  of  all  that  has  feemed 
fo  furprifing  in  my  negotiation which  is,  that  things. 
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.drawn  out  of  their  center  are  not  to  be  moved  with- 
out  much  forcé,  or  fleill,  or  time  ;  but,  to  malee  them 
return  to  their  center  again,  there  is  required  but  lude 
of  either,  for  nature  itielf  does  the  work.  The  true 
center  of  our  two  nations,  now  fo  near  allied,  is 
where  they  now  are  feated  •,  and  nothing  was  in  the 
way  of  their  returning  thither,  but  the  extreme  jea- 
loufies  grown  between  the  Mimftcrs  on  both  lides, 
and  from  thence  diffufed  among  the  people  ;  and  this 
it  was  my  good  luck  to  cure,  by  falling  into  a  great 
confidence  with  Monfieur  de  Witt,  which  made  all 
the  reft  eafy  :  and  there  is  the  whole  ftory,  that  you 
■may  íee  how  much  you  are  either  biafted  01  miftaleen 
in  all  the  reft  you  fay  of  it.  For  what  you  mention 
of  reward,  I  know  not  how  it  carne  into  your  head, 
but  I  am  fure  it  never  entered  into  mine,  ñor,  I  daré 
fay,  into  any  body’s  elfe.  I  will  confefs  to  you,  that, 
confidering  the  approbation  and  good  opimon,  which 
his  Majefty,  and  lome  confiderable  enough  about  him, 
have  been  abufed  into,  by  my  good  fortune  in  this 
'  bufinefs,  I  think,  a  wifer  man  might  poffibly  makc 
fome  benefit  of  it,  and  fome  of  my  friends  have  ad- 
vifed  me  to  attempt  it,  but  it  is  in  vain  :  for  I  know 
not  how  to  aík,  ñor  why,  and  this  is  not  an  age  where 
any  thing  is  given  without  it.  And,  by  that  time  you 
fee  me  next,  you  fliall  find  all  this  which  was  fo  much 
in  talk  to  my  advantage  for  nine  days,  as  much  for- 
gotten  as  if  it  had  never  been,  and  very  juftly,  I  think  ; 
for  in  that  time  it  received  a  great  deal  more  than  its 
due,  from  many  other  hands  as  well  as  from  yours. 
This  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  not  deceive  youríelf  by 
hoping  to  fee  me  ever  confiderable,  farther  than  in  the 
kindnefs  of  my  friends  •,  and  that  yourLordfhip  may 
do  your  part  to  malee  me  fo  ia  that,  feeing  me  like  to 
fail  in  all  other  ways.  But,  as  I  remember,  this  isa 
time  with  you  for  good  ipeeches,  and  not  for  ill  let- 
ters  •,  I  will  therefore  end  this,  to  malee  you  more 
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room  for  the  others,  and  hope  that  none  of  thc  elo- 
quence  you  are  entertained  with,  can  be  more  perfua- 
live  than  a  plain  truth,  when  I  affure  you  that  I  am, 

my  Lord,  your  Lordíhip’s  moft  faithful  humble  fer- 
vant. 


To  my  Lord  Arlmgton. 

My  Lord,  BruíTels,  March  2,  N.  S.  166S. 

IAm  forry  his  Majefty  íhould  meet  with  any  thing 
he  did  not  look  for  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion  o? 
Parliament  •,  but  confefs  I  do  not  fee  why  his  Ma- 
jeíly  íhould  not  only  coníent,  but  encourage  any  en¬ 
quiñes  or  difquifitions  they  defire  to  malee  into  the 
mifearriages  of  the  late  war,  as  well  as  he  has  done  al- 
ready  in  the  matter  of  accounts  :  for,  if  it  be  not  ne- 
cefíary,  it  is  a  King’s  eafe  and  happinefs  to  content 
his  people.  I  doubt,  as  men  will  never  parí  willing- 
ly  with  their  mpney,  unlefs  they  be  well  perfuaded  it 
will  be  employed  dire&ly  to  thofe  ends  for  which  they 
gave  it  5  fo  they  will  never  be  fatisfied  with  a  govern- 
ment,  unlefs  they  fee  men  are  chofen  into  offices  and 
employments  by  being  fit  for  them,  continued  for 
difeharging  them  well,  rewarded  for  extraordjnary  me- 
rit,  and  punifhed  for  remarkable  faults.  Befides,  in 
thefe  cafes,  his  Majefty  difeharges  the  hardíhip  and 
feverity  of  all  punifhments  upon  the  Parliament,  and 
commits  no  forcé  upon  the  gentlenefsofhisownnature, 
while  his  fubjeds  fee  that  no  tendernefs  of  their  Prince, 
ñor  corruption  of  Minifters,  can  preferve  them  long 
from  paying  what  they  owe  to  any  forfeits  of  their 
duty.  Ñor  indeed  can  any  Prince  do  juftice  to  thofe 
that  ferve  him  well,  without  punifhing  thofe  that  ferve 
him  ill,  fince  that  is  to  make  their  conditions  equal, 
whofe  deferís  are  different,  I  íhould  not  fay  this  to 
any  perfon  but  your  Lordíhip,  to  whom  I  know  part 
pf  that  juftice  is  due.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  pro- 
grefs  and  end  of  tire  laft  war  went  fo  much  to  my 
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heart  and  I  have  heard  fo  much  lately  from  Monfieur 
de  Wit £  concerning  the  carriage  of  ít  on  our  fide,  efpe- 
ciallv  what  fell  under  his  eye  while  he  was  abroad  in 
the  fleet,  that  I  cannot  but  think  the  1  arhament  may 
be  excufed  for  theirwarmth  in  thispurfuit.  But  your 
Lordíhip  can  beft  difcern  by  the  courfe  of  debates, 
whether  this  proceeds  from  a  íteady  mtention  upon  a 
creneral  good,  or  from  fome  accidental  diftempers, 
íxom  which  the  greateíl  and  beíl  alfemblies  of  men 
are  not  always  free,  efpecially  when  they  have  con- 

tinued  long  together.  ...  .  - 

I  heg  your  Lordíhip’s  pardon  for  my  liberty  in 

thefe  difcourfes,  to  which  you  were  pleafed  to  encour- 
age  me  by  hearing  me  fo  obligingly  thofe  few  minutes 
I  was  allowed  for  fuch  talle  or  thoughts  at  my  laft 
being  with  you,  and  from  the  fenfe  you  then  expref- 
fed  of  the  abfolute  necefiity  there  was  for  his  Majelty 
to  fall  into  a  perfeít  intelligence  with  his  Parliament, 
efpecially  being  engaged  into  an  appearance  of  adbon 
abroad  by  the  forcé  of  this  prefent  conjunfture.  1  am 

ever,  &c. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

S I  r  BruíTels,  March  5,  N.  S.  1 663. 

ABout  ten  days  lince  I  difpatched  away  an  expreis 
to  you  (jointly  with  the  deputies  of  Holland) 
whereby  we  acquainted  you  and  Monfieur  Bouning 
ham  that  the  Marquis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo  had  ac- 
cepted  the  truce  and  fufpeníion  of  arms  propofed  fome 
time  fince  by  France,  until  the  end  of  March,  as  weli 
as  the  other  propofed  lately  by  his  Majefty  and  the 
States-General  until  the  end  of  May.  We  are  m 
fome  pain  to  have  yet  received  no  account  of  his  ar¬ 
rival,  but  hope  this  delay  will  be  recompenfed  by 
brinmno-  us  news  of  the  treaty’s  being  accepted  m 

the  fame  terms  by  that  Court  as  well  as  by  this.  How 
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ever,  in  cafe  of  any  fcruple  which  may  be  raifed  there, 
for  want  of  due  notice  given  of  the  acceptation  here,  we 
now  fend  you  an  a&  of  the  Marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo, 
authorifing  his  Majefty’s  and  the  States  Minifters  ac 
París  to  mamfeft  to  that  Court  his  Excellency’s  faid 
acceptation,  and  thereupon  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
the  fame  on  that  fide. 

And,  to  the  end  that  no  objedtion  may  be  made  by 
France  againft  the  prefent  expedition  of  this  truce,  in 
order  to  an  enfuing  treaty  and  peace,  we  fend  you 
likewife  by  this  exprefs  the  Marquis’s  laft  anfwer  to 
our  inftances  yefterday  made  for  the  acceptation  alfo 
oí  the  altemative,  which  is  fo  full  and  fo  direft  to  the 
ends  of  our  late  treaty,  that  we  have  nownothino-  feft 
to  do  on  this  íide,  the  remainder  of  the  whole  nego- 
tiation  lying  on  your  parts  at  París,  which  we  are  here 
very  much  pleafed  with,  feeing  it  is  devolved  to  fo 
much  abler  hands.  I  hope  you  will  place  the  whole 
ftrength  of  his  Majefty’s  and  the  States-General  ere- 
dit  in  that  Court  upon  an  immediate  confent  to  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  knowing  how  dangerous  all  new 
accidents  may  prove  to  the  fair  hopes  and  profped  in 
which  we  are  at  prefent  of  a  peace ;  and  withal  how 
far  his  Majefty  and  the  States  are  engaged  to  take 
part  in  any  afiion  that  fha.ll  begin  after  the  Marquis’s 
accepting  the  altemative,  as  well  as  all  other  points  of 
thar  late  projeft  for  bringing  about  fo  happy  an  end. 

bor  a  good  prefage  of  this  greater  peace,  we  receiv- 
ed  here  the  news  of  that  of  Portugal,  the  very  even- 
ing  which  brought  us  ío  happily  the  Marquis’s  an¬ 
fwer  upon  the  altemative,  which  has  fo  much  raifed 
the  hearts  of  the  Spaniards  here,  that  we  are  likely  to 
have  lefs  thanks  for  preífing  them  ío  far  to  a  prejudi¬ 
cial  peace,  as  they  efteem  it  on  this  fide  :  but,  fince 
they  are  already  obliged,  it  will  depencl  wholly  up¬ 
on  France  to  _  hinder  the  conclufion  of  this  in  the 
fame  feafon  with  the  other-,  which  I  will  believe 
them  too  wife  to  do,  as  well  as  too  conftant  to  the 
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aííurances  they  have  already  given  his  Majeíty,  thc 
States,  and  feveral  other  Princes  in  this  point;  of 
which  the  immediate  confenting  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  will  íhew  the  meaning  and  effedt. 

I  fhall  no  farther  increafe  your  prefent  trouble,  than 
hy  the  prcfefiions  of  iny  being,  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fervant. 

To  the  Comí  de  Molina ,  Al  Conde  de  Molina. 
Spanijh  Ambajfadcr  at 
London. 


My  Lord,  March  7,  1668. 
\f  O  U  R  Excellency  cannot 
doubt  ofmyfatisfa&ionin 
arriving  at  BruíTels  to  find  my- 
felf  there  immediately  poíTef- 
ed  of  your  letter  with  thc  in- 
clofed  paper  5  though  the  ne  ws 
of  your  health  was  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  me,  than  that  of  the 
nnreafonablenefs  of  one  of 
your  neighbours,  and  true  in- 
terefts  of  the  others,  which  I 
find  fo  well  defcribed  there. 
But  the  beft  ink  in  the  world 
is  not  a  balfam  that  can  cure 
fnch  wounds,  they  muft  find 
theirremedy  from  more  pow- 
erful  medicines,  which  the 
Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodrigo 
has  given  us  reafon  to  hope,  if 
France  will  ftill  chufe  rather 
to  fall  out  with  all  the  world 
than  to  make  a  peace  fo  much 
to  their  own  advanta^e  as  that 
we  oífier  them  ;  at  leaft  jt  is 
certain,  that  your  Excellency 
with  a  flroke  of  your  pen  has 
brought  to  light  the  moft  co- 
vered  defigns  of  your  enemics^ 


SennorMio,  7  Marco  1668. 

A7 O  puede  í/.  E.  dudar  del 
*  gujlo  que  he  tenido  enllegar 
a  BruJJeleus ,  aviendome  yo  alia - 
do  a  qui  con  fu  carta  en  las  ma¬ 
nos  con  le  quaderno  adjunto ,  aun¬ 
que  a  mi  era  mucho  mas  necejja - 
ria  la  noticia  de  fu f alud  de  V .  E, 
que  no  de  la  fmrazon  de  uno  fuyo 
vezino  ny  del  interez  verdadero 
de  los  otros ,  que  van  muy  bien 
trocados  en  el  dicho  quaderno  • 
Pero  la  mejor  tinta  del  mondo  no 
es  balfamo  bojlante  para  curar 
tales  heridas ,  y  es  menefter  re- 
jnedios  mas  fuertes ,  a  los  quales 
la  prudencia  del  Sennor  Marques 
de  Caflel  Rodrigo  a  dado  lugar 
fi  la  Francia  par  fus  peccados 
mas  quifiere  la  guerra  con  todo 
el  mondo ,  que  no  la  poz  av anto¬ 
jada  que  la  hemos  cjfrecido :  a 
lo  menos  fe  puede  dezir  que  S.  E. 
con  un  rafyo  de  pluma  a  focado 
en  luz  los  definios  mas  encubier¬ 
tos  de  fus  enimigos ,  a  dado  a  los 
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intereffados  el  mas  claro  dejjen- 
ganno ,  y  puejlo  las  cofas  de  Flan- 
des  debaxodel  amparo  mas  fu¬ 
erte  que  fe  podía  bufcar  ,  de  que 
no  me  puedo  impedir  de  dar  a 
F,  E.  la  enor abuena. 

Por  interejfado  que  foy  en  los 
aumentos  del  Padre  Patricio ,  no 
veo  come  fara  pojfible  fervirle 
mas  en  ejla  occafion ;  aviendo  la 
Francia  con  fu  pojlr era  conquifa 
determinada  el  pleyto  entre  el 
Abad  Arnolfin  y  el  Marques  de 
Badén ,  en  la  de  la  Abadía  de  la 
Caridad . 

Pero  el  Sennor  Marques  me 
ha  prometido  con  muchos  veras  de 
hallar  otra  manera  di  manifefar 
en  quanto  fima  la  perfonna  y 
les  méritos  del  dicho  padre ,  a 
quien  V,  E.  me  ha  de  jujlifiar 
por  averme  empernado  quanto 
era  poffible  en  fuo  negotio  aunque 
faltado  en  alcancarle  por  la  def 
dicha,  de  las  coyunturas . 

B.L.M.D.V.E. 

Su  Mayor  Servidor • 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Bruñí  s,  March  13,  N.  S.  1668. 

rp  H  E  laft  poft  brougkt  me  none  from  England, 
j[  ñor  has  this  week  as  yet  brought  me  any  from 
Spain ;  lo  that  it  is  France  only  at  this  time  that  en- 
tertains  us.  The  difpatch  returned  us  late  laft  night 
from  Sir  John  Trevor,  upon  the  point  of  the  alter- 
native,  has  given  the  town  here  occafion  to  talk  of 
the  peace  as  a  thing  done,  though  I  know  not  yet 
what  the  Marquis  fays  to  it,  having  not  feen  him 

fince  j 


undeceived  with  the  greateft 
clearnefs  of  your  friends,  and 
putFlanders  under  the  fecureft 
protedHon ;  of  which  I  cannot 
help  rejoicing  with  you  as  the 
author. 

For  what  relates  to  Father 
Patrick,  how  much  foever  I 
concern  myfelf  inhis  fortunes, 
I  do  not  yet  fee  any  way  that 
it  can  be  in  my  power  to  ferve 
him  on  this  occafion  ;  the  laft 
French  conquefts  having  de- 
termined  the  difpute  between 
the  Abbot  Arnolphino  and 
the  Marquis  of  Badén,  about 
the  Abbey  de  la  Charité. 

13 ut  the  Marquis  de  Caftel- 
Rodrigo  has  afíured  me,  he 
will  ñnd  fome  other  way  of 
fhewing  the  efteem  he  has 
both  for  themerits  and  perfon 
of  Father  Patrick,  to  whom  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  do 
me  juftice,  having  endeavour- 
cd  (though  without fuccefs  by 
this  unhappy  conjunclure)  all 
that  lay  in  my  power  to  ferve 
him.  I  kifs  your  Excellency’s 
hands,  and  am  yours,  &c. 
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fmce ;  butthink  it  poffible  he  may  be  as  much  fur- 
pnfed  with  thcir  acceptation,  as,  Sir  John  Frevor  íays, 
they  were  with  his. '  It  feems  plain  to  me  that  France 
delires  to  purfue  the  war,  but  fears  our  engaging  in  it; 
and,  to  hinder  that,  will  ufe  all  the  addrefs  that  can 
be  to  lay  the  obflruótion  of  peace  upon  the  Spaniards. 
They  on  the  other  íide  delire  to  continué  the  war, 
provided  they  may  be  fure  of  our  and  Holland  s  af- 
íiftance ;  and  to  that  end,  if  they  play  their  game  well, 
they  will  be  fure  to  retort  the  addrefs  ot  France  upon 
them,  and  lay  the  blame  ot  the  war  at  their  doors, 
wjthout  which  they  have  no  hopes  of  Holland  s  íall- 
ing  into  their  party  ;  who,  whether  they  are  parcial 
to  the  French  or  no  in  this  quarrel,  are  certainly  par¬ 
cial  to  the  peace,  and  will  not  be  drawn  to  litare  in 
the  war  but  upon  the  laft  neceíTity.  T.  herefore  my 
bufmefs  will  be  at  prefent  to  induce  the  Marquis  to 
clear  thofe  two  fcruples  made  by  the  French  upon  his 
powers,  and  the  choice  of  one  or  other  of  the  alterna- 
tives  ;  in  which  1  know  not  what  fuccefs  I  am  like  to 
have  after  'ib  many  advances  made  already  as  he  con- 
ceives  on  his  fide,  and  fo  near  Don  John’s  arrival,  at 
leaft  according  to  the  prefent  reckoning  here,  which 
perfuades  us  that  he  departed  from  Madrid  upon  the 
22d  paft. 

I  know  your  Lordíhip  has  the  fame  papers  I  re- 
ceived  from  Sir  John  Trevor,  and,  from  what  occurs 
upon  them  here,  1  beg  your  Lordfhip’s  leave  that  I 
may  this  once  refer  you  to  the  inclofed  copy  of  my 
letter  this  evening  to  him  upon  that  fubjeét,  having 
not  time  left  me  to  repeat  it  here  fo  at  large  as  I  ought 
to  do. 

The  truth  is,  I  never  had  fo  hard  a  part  upon  me 
as  I  have  at  this  time,  to  keep  all  in  good  temper  be- 
tween  the  Marquis  and  the  deputies  of  Holland  :  for, 
befides,  that  their  ends  may  perhaps  be  a  little  difle- 
xcnt,  their  complexions  are  extremely  fo :  he  is  not 
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the  eafieft  of  accefs,  ñor  the  quickeft  of  difpatch  } 
and  his  officers  are  at  the  fame  rate.  The  Dutch  de- 
puties  are  aü  upon  the  fpur ;  and  when  they  demand 
an  audience  or  a  paper,  if  they  have  it  not  within 
half  an  hour,  they  fay,  the  Marquis  fe  meque  d’eux, 
&  ils  fe  trouvent  obligez  de  l'efcñre  ce  foir  aux  Eflats , 
&  que  le  Marqués  ne  cherche  que  des  ratardemens ,  &  par 
la  de  les  engager  dans  la  guerre.  When  they  receive 
orders  to  move  the  Marquis  in  any  particular,  they 
muft  have  it  granted  the  firft  time  it  falls  in  difeourfe, 
and  in  the  very  fame  form  and  words  it  runs  in  their 
letters  ;  and  think  the  Marquis  ought  to  obferve  the 
States  order  and  direétions  as  pun&ually  as  they ;  and 
will  reafon  him  to  the  death  upon  every  point.  The 
Marquis  who  ufes  to  owe  no  man  any  thing  in  that 
kind,  grows  ten  times  more  difficult  by  that  time  they 
have  talked  an  hour,  than  he  was  at  firft ;  and,  engag- 
ing  in  large  difeourfes,  gives  them  twenty  oceafions  of 

frowing  warm  upon  the  place,  and  wife  afterwards 
y  interpretations,  that,  God  knows,  were  neverin 
the  cafe  ;  fo  that:  in  their  audiences,  between  the 
Marquis’s  eloquence  and  their  Leyden  philofophy, 
the  eards  commonly  run  high,  and  all  is  pique  and 
repique  between  them ;  ana  I  am  to  go  to  one  and 
the  other  next  day  to  fet  all  right  again,  and  endea- 
vour  to  make  them  agree  afunder  upon  points  which 
they  could  by  no  means  agree  upon  together.  But,  if  I 
go  on,  I  íhall  weary  your  Lordfhip  as  much  as  they 
weary  me:  and  therefore  I  íhall  br’ak  oft  this  letter 
with  telling  you  only,  that  the  talk  here  is  of  an  at- 
tempt  for  the  relief  of  Genap,  and  that  the  horfe  are 
drawing  together  for  that  purpofe ;  with  what  fuc- 
cefs  I  know  not,  but  am  fure  the  French  deferve  none 
there,  for  continuing  an  attempt  ib  long  after  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  all  enterprifes  was  accorded.  I  am  ever,  &c. 
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To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

s  j  r}  Bruflels,  March  1 3 ,  N.  S.  1 668 . 

T  Am  two  letters  in  your  debí  lince  my  laft  by  the 
I  ©rdinary,  one  of  the  8th,  theother  oí  t  .e  i2t  , 
but  I  muft  needs  fay  that  your  laft  has  lefc  you  no- 
thing  in  mine.  That  King’s  anfwer  ís  full  and [fair 
in  my  apprehenfion,  what  ít  will  appear  in  the  Mar- 
quis’s  I  know  not :  for,  fince  that  Court  cavils  at  his 
acceptation  of  the  alternative,  and  calis  ít  captious,  I 
know  not  whether  he  may  not  have  his  re  ven  ge  at 
theirs.  Befides,  Monfieur  Lionne’s  letter,  I  contéis, 
looks  of  a  very  different  ftyle  from  his  Mafter  s,  and, 
in  my  judgment,  artificial  r  ñor  do  I  underliand  great 
Minifters  reafoning  upon  the  intentions  of  Crowr.s» 
rather  from  common  report,  from  paífages  of  prívate 
men’s  letters*  or  of  books  ina.de  for  argument*.  than¡ 
frotn  the  open  and  pofitive  declaration  of  IVIiniílers* 
who  ouo-ht  to  know  their  powers  beft,  and  how  to  ule 
them.  ^Befides*  they  give  the  Spaniards  very  fair  play 
againft  them  in  this  kind  of  war,  by  an  aótion  I  am 
very  much  unfatisfied  in*  which  is,  beginmng  and 
continuinor  the  íiege  of  Genap  about  four  leagues  from 
henee,  now  the  eighth  day  after  the  accord  granted 
by  France  for  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  notwithftanding 
our  fignification  of  it  to  the  commander  of  thofe 
troops  ;  bebdes  the  feizing  of  another  caílle  five  days 
after  the  faid  accord*  though  the  courier  carne  in  two 
days  from  Paris,  and  the  fame  halle  might  as  eafily 
have  been  made  upon  the  other  errand.  In  fhort*  if 
France  pretends  to  be  believed  here,  they  muíl  give 
deeds  as  well  as  words  *  and  will  íhew  the  íincenty  of 
their  intentions  for  peace,  by  confenting  to  the  truco 
till  the  end  of  May*  accepted  already  here ;  fince*  it 
there  fhould  be  any  defeól  in  the  Marquis  s  powers* 

it  may  be  eafily  fupplied  with  a  little  time,  and  any 
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delay  in  the  choice  of  the  akernative  repaired.  In  the 
mean  while  I  will  hope  by  the  next  courier  to  give 
you  fatisfa&ion  in  thofe  points ;  for  I  neither  know 
why  the  Marquis  íhould  be  difficult  in  making  his 
choice  upon  the  akernative,  or  expofing  the  material 
clauíes  of  his  pówers,  which  I  will  afiure  you  are  as 
full,  in  my  apprehenfion,  as  can  be  granted.  In  the 
mean  time,  this  courier  goes  to  you  with  a  duplícate 
of  Monfieur  Colbert’s  pafs  (which  was  fent  fome  time 
ñnce  to  the  Internuncio  at  Aix)  with  the  orders  fent 
out  for  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  with  the  Marquis’s 
naming  a  day  for  the  Barón  de  Bergeyck’s  coming  to 
Aix,  in  cafe  Monfieur  Colbert  can  be  ready  in  that 
time ;  though  I  do  not  fee  how  the  treaty  can  begin 
tiJl  his  Majefty’s  and  the  States  Minifters  can  be  diere, 
as  well  as  two  principáis ;  and,  in  that  regard,  as 
well  as  many  others,  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceííary 
to  obtain  France’s  confent  to  the  truce,  if  they  would 
have  us  believe  they  intend  the  peace,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  procure  orders  for  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  be- 
fore  Genap,  as  well  as  all  other  places. 

To-morrow  I  expedí  an  audience  upon  the  choice  of 
the  alternative ;  though  I  confefs  I  did  not  think,  any 
more  than  the  Marquis,  that  fuch  declaration  was  ne- 
ceífary  before  the  Minifters  meeting  at  Aix;  but  the 
compliance  muíl  be  on  the  weaker  fide,  and,  to  that 
purpofe,  I  fhall  ufe  my  beft  endeavours,  and  remain, 
Sir,  &c. 


To  my  Lord  Arüngton. 


My  Lord,  Brufíels,  March  1 6,  N.  S.  1668. 

Y  your  Lordfhip’sof  the  2  8thpaft,  I  am  putout 
of  pain  for  the  Merlin  yacht,  and  return  of  the 
ratification  upon  the  laít  treaty.  The  error  in  the 
forrns  of  the  preceding  inftruments,  fent  over  for  his 
Majefty’s  ratification,  was,  I  fuppofe,  occafioned,  as 
your  Lordíhip  fays,  by  the  omiftion  of  ligning  both 
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parts>  which  I  confefs  was  offered  me  by  the  Dutch 
Commifiioners,  but,  being  unpraótifed  in  thofe  forms, 

I  chofe  to  follow  the  Ambaífador’s  example  at  Breda, 
who  figned  but  one. 

Your  Lordíhip  fees  how  ill  a  Minifter  I  am  likely 
to  make,  if  ever  I  muft  enter  upon  new  forms,  or  a 
charaóter  that  requires  being  more  punótual  in  them. 

I  fha.ll  however  fay  no  more  in  anfwer  to  what  your 
Lordíhip  has  hinted  to  me  about  the  journey  to  Aix, 
having  written  from  Antwerp  all  that  occurred  to  me 
uponlt:  after  which  I  know  very  well,  it  becomes 
me  to  leave  all  to  the  King’s  plealure.  1  have  aíked 
the  Marquis,  with  what  charaóter  he  will  fend  the 
Barón  de  Bergeyck-,  he  fays,  in  quality  of  Plenipoten- 
tiary,  but,  in  the  reft,  with  power  to  take  upon  him 
that  charaóter  the  French  Minifter  íhall  aílume.  Fie 
plainly  acknowledges  that  in  right  he  cannot  fend 
any  man  with  the  title  of  an  AmbaíTador,  which  lies 
only  between  two  Sovereigns;  and  I  know  not  why 
the  charaóter  of  Plenipotentiary  may  not  agree  with 
that  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  on  all  hands.  But  the 
light  in  this  point  muft  be  drawn  from  France,  and 
not  from  this  place. 

Laft  night  at  an  audience  jointly  with  the  Dutch 
deputies  (which  I  had  difpofed  in  the  morning  with 
the  Marquis,  and  with  difficulty  .enough)  his  Excel- 
lency  was  content  to  declare  his  choice  with  the  alter- 
native,  which  was  to  leave  France  their  conqueft  ot 
laft  campaign,  and  likewife  to  promife  us  a  tranfcrip- 
t-ion  of  the  moft  material  claufes  :  both  to  be  fent  to 
Sir  John  Trevor  and  Mr.  Yan  Bouningham  at  París, 
to  enable-them  to  give  that  Court  fatisfaótion  upon 
their  leaft  objeótions  againft  the  Marquis’s  acceptation 
of  the  alternative.  •  So  that  we  have  now  gainecl  the 
utmoft  point  that  can  be  deíired  here  in  puríuit  of  our 
treaty,  and  muft  leave  the  reft  upon  their  hands  at 
París, 
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The  Marquis  took  occafion  at  the  fame  time  to 
complain  hard  of  the  Frene h  breaking  the  fufpenfion 
by  the  attempt  upon  Genap,  which  was  yielded  to 
them,  two  days  fince  upon  conditions,  after  a  large 
breach  with  their  cannon,  and  feems  to  be  defigned  for 
a  poíl  to  block  up  this  town,  which  they  would  cer- 
tainly  do  if  they  could  poífefs  themfelves  of  Terveur 
and  Vilvorde  ;  the  firíl  being  an  abandoned  place, 
and  the  fecond  not  tenable  without  forces  to  relieve 
it.  I  do  not  fee  how  his  Majeíly  and  the  States  can 
refufe  to  oblige  France  to  reftore  Genap  within  the 
time  of  the  fufpenfion,  fince  no  pretence  of  miftake 
or  delay  in  the  orders  can  appear  at  all  fincere  with¬ 
out  the  reílitution,  the  íiege  continuing  to  the  eighth 
day  after  the  accord  made  for  the  fufpenfion  at  París, 

The  Marquis  feems  to  apprehend,  that  the  effedts 
of  our  having  obtained  from  him  all  that  France  can 
demand  in  purfuit  of  their  former  propofals,  or  we  in 
purfuit  of  our  treaty,  will  be  a  fudden  throwing  off 
the  maík  on  the  French  fide,  and  making  what  ad- 
vances  they  can  in  the  war,  before  we  and  Holland 
are  in  poílure  to  enter  upon  defence  of  this  country, 
and  therefore  preñes,  all  that  can  be,  our  arming,  and 
concerting  how  to  proceed  in  fuch  a  cafe :  and  I  fup- 
pole  his  Majeíly  may  think  fit  to  encourage  Holland 
that  is  fo  near,  and  already  armed,  to  furniíh  them 
here  with  three  or  four  thoufand  foot,  for  defence  of 
their  towns  upon  the  firíl  motions  of  the  French  to 
attack  any  of  them;  with  afiurance  that  his  Majeíly 
will  fall  into  the  fame  courfe,  with  all  poíTible  fpeed 
and  vigour,  and  in  the  ways  that  íhall  be  concerted. 

For  the  fupplies  of  money  from  heneé,  I  can  yet 
fay  no  more  than  in  my  former,  though  I  omit  no  in- 
ítances  upon  that  fubjeít ;  but  I  doubt  in  the  pre- 
fent  poílure  here  the  King  will  lofe  hrs  right,  which 
they  fay  will  be,  where  nothing  is.  And  I  cannot 
vet'find  any  thing  drawn  to  a  concluíion  in  die  negó- 
:  v  tiation 

O 

+é 


and  other  Minifters  of  State .  409 

tiation  with  Holland,  for  the  money  upon  their  towns. 
The  Marquis  íhewed  me  Don  Eftavan’s  laít  letters 
yefterday  upon  that  matter,  which  lay,  that  the 
Dutch  iníiít  peremptorily  upon  all  the  Spaniards  hold 
in  Guelderland,  and,  befides,  upon  Damme  and  two 
other  forts  in  Flanders.  On  the  other  íide,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  are  unwilling  to  conclude,  if  a  peace  be  like  to 
enfue ;  by  which  means,  parting  from  thofe  places  to 
the  Dutch,  and  at  the  lame  time  fo  many  other  to  the 
French,  would  leave  them  hardly  any  thing  here.  they 
would  think  worth  their  pains  to  keep :  fo  that  the 
conclufion  of  this  money  matter  between  tnem  will 
depend  upon  the  French  King’s  anlwer  to  the  truce 
till  the  end  of  May,  and  fuller  declaring  the  continu- 
ance  of  his  fatisfaélion  upon  the  alternative  •,  and  even 
then  I  doubt  it  may  be  neceffary  for  me  to  make  a 
journey  into  Holland,  for  the  perfefting  that  treaty 
between  them  and  the  Marquis,  who  has  not  yet 
found  out  the  perfons  or  ways  of  treatiog  to  any 
purpofe  with  them.  In  the  mean  time,  it  I  knew 
how  far  I  might  engage  his  Majefcy  to  arm  in  the 
defence  of  thefe  countries,  fince  Spain  has  accept> 
ed  all  we  propofe  in  our  treaty  *,  I  would  endeavour 
to  induce  the  Marquis  to  conclude  a  treaty  to  that 
purpofe,  and  for  furnifhing  his  Majefty  thereupon 
with  certain  fums  at  certain  times,  thereby  to  make 
the  debt  at  leaft  from  Spain  a  certain  thing  whenever 
the  money  could  be  found.  I  hope  to  receive  lome 
light  from  your  Lordíhip  upon  this,  in  anfwer  to  a 
former  of  mine,  and  the  mean  while  will  prepare  the 

matter  with  the  Marquis. 

I  am  fufficiently  warned  upon  the  point  of  the 
villon ,  and  will  hope  his  Majefty’s  conftancy  therein 
proceeds  from  a  refolution  to  take  thofe  courfes  and 
counfels  which  may  make  him  as  much  feared  abroad 
as  any  of  his  anceílors  were,  in  vvhofe  time  that  point 
was  firft  gained  •,  for  without  that  our  pretenfions  will 
grow  vain  at  prefent,  and  in  time  obfolete.  In  the 
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mean  while,  I  hope  fome  expedient  will  be  forefeen> 
that  may  prevent  the  inconveniencies  or  unkindneífes 
which  may  happen  between  us  and  the  Dutch  upon 
this  point  in  the  prefent  conjuníture  •,  andy  in  cafe  of 
neceííity,  to  jom  our  fleets.  The  indignity  offered  us 
by  la  Roche  in  landing  armed  men  in  England,  and 
the  reft,  feems  the  greatefl  I  have  ever  heard  of  that 
kind :  and  how  far  moderation  in  refenting  and  re- 
venging  injuries  is  a  virtue  in  a  Prince,  or  a  State,  as 
well  as  in  a  prívate  Chriítian,  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  judge.  That  which  I  know  beít  is,  that  I  am 
ever,  &c, 

To  my  Lord  Arlington . 

Ivíy  Lord,  Bruflels,  March  20,  N.  S.  1668. 

TPIE  day  after  the  laít  Englifh  pacquet’s  arrival, 
I  received  your  Lordfhip’s  of  the  2d  by  the 
Dutch  Refident’s  conveyance,  which,  together  with 
fome  expreíílons  I  made  out  of  your  letter,  gave  me 
occafion  to  conclude  that  your  Lordfhip  at  the  writ- 
ing  of  it  believed  me  inHolland  ;  I  know  not  whether 
upon  fomething  written  by  the  Marquis  or  me  •,  but 
that journey,  I  fee,  the  Marquis  would  have  depcnd 
upon  the  French  anfwer  to  our  laít  difpatch,  and  their 
confenting  or  refufing  the  propofed  truce  till  May, 
from  which  he  fuppofes  it  will  be  eafy  to  guefs  a 
peace  or  a  war.  In  the  mean  time  I  was  in  hopes  to 
receive  fome  particular  commands  or  inítruétions  fot* 
my  carriage  in  Elolland,  not  defiring  to  be  left  ib 
much  at  large ;  and  it  is  very  poflible  I  ought  to  have 
received  them  by  your  Lordfhip’s  laít  ¿  but  that  new 
cypher  will,  at  one  time  or  other  caít  me  into  defpair; 
for,  by  all  our  fkill,  we  cannot  make  out  one  fyllabk 
of  the  two  long  paragraphs  •,  though  making  out  the 
laít  íliort  one  very  eafily  malees  us  lee  the  fault  muflí 
be  on  the  writer’s  fide,  aíid  I  am  apt  to  imagine  the 
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exacfnefs  required  to  this  cypher  is  more  than  can 
agree  with  the  hafte  often  neceíTary  in  your  Lordfhip’s 
office  ;  having  obferved  frequent  miítakcs  in  the  ufe 
of  the  oíd  cypher,  which  yet  never  hindered  mv  col- 
ledtion  of  the  fenfe,  whereas  the  leaft  of  this  is  mortal 
to  the  whole  paragraph. 

I  cannot  yet  come  to  any  adjufbment  with  the  Mar- 
quis  upon  the  chief  point  recommended  to  me,  though 
1  have  often  fallen  upon  the  difcourfe,  and  endeavour- 
ed  to  engage  it  farther  by  the  offer  of  a  projedt  I  have 
drawn  up  to  that  purpofe  ;  but  he  afiures  me  your 
Lordíhip  is  fallen  upon  it  with  the  Count  de  Molina 
and  Barón  de  rifóla  in  England,  and,  when  you  have 
agreed  it,  will  fend  it  over  hither  for  his  Excellency 
to  perfedl  •,  which,  I  confefs,  I  think  were  the  better 
way,  fince  I  am  but  very  generally  inftrudted  in  it : 
however,  his  Excellency  defired  me  this  morning  to 
perfeét  the  draught  I  had  projedted,  that,  in  cafe  we 
found  it  not  concluded  in  England,  it  might  be  ended 
he  re. 

I  doubt,  he  will  not  be  induced  to  part  with  what 
the  Dutch  demand  in  Guelderland,  till  he  forefees 
plainly  an  inevitable  war ;  and,  till  that  conclufion, 
or  Don  John’s  arrival,  all  will  be  mifery  here,  what 
could  be  fpared  being  gone  out  upon  new  levies  and 
recruits,  and  the  very  Spaniards  late  arrived  here  fall- 
ing  already  into  want  •,  which  is  a  piece  of  huíbandry 
of  all  others  I  cannot  underftand,  the  oíd  troops  ever y 
day  diminiíhing  as  the  new  levies  advance.  But  they 
afiure  me,  Don  John  brings  with  him  in  bars  a  mil- 
lion  and  a  half  of  crowns,  and  another  million  and  a 
half  of  the  fame  money  in  remifes  ;  which  is  the  lite 
of  all  hopes  here,  though  we  cannot  yet  be  certain  qf 
his  having  left  Madrid;  the  laft  letters  of  the  29th 
paít  mentioning  his  indifpofition,  at  the  fame  time 
with  his  defign  of  parting  three  days  aftcr. 

Dd  2;  ,  Your 
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Yóur  Lordíhip  will  have  fouríd  that  all  I  could  un- 
cypher  in  your  laft  was  already  performed  here,  both 
upon  the  choice  of  the  alternative,  as  well  as  fatif- 
faítion  in  the  powers,  and  difpofition  of  the  Barón 
Bergeyck’s  departing  for  Aix  :  however,  I  failed  not 
to  mind  the  Marquis  of  the  laft  this  very  morning ; 
who  affured  me  the  Barón  fhould  certainly  be  there 
by  the  day  appointed,  which  is  the  2  7th  of  this  month, 
and  that  his  equipage  was  already  well  advanced  ;  but 
however  the  compleating  of  it  fhould  not  hinder  his 
journey.  The  Barón  tells  me  that  France,  upon  de- 
figning  Monfieur  Colbert,  declared  his  charafter  to 
be  of  Ambafiador  Plenipotentiary,  with  referve  oí 
joining  another  to  him  as  chieí  of  the  ambalTy  in  cafe 
of  the  Marquisas  going  ;  but  that  he  (the  Barón)  knows 
not  yet  in  what  quality  he  íhall  go,  leaving  it  wholly 
to  the  difpofttion  of  the  Marquis. 

1  have  this  wcek  a  long  and  hearty  affurance,  from 
Monfieur  de  Witt,  of  the  States  refolutions  to  purfue 
the  cffeíts  of  our  treaty,  with  all  the  vigour  that  can 
be  •  and,  for  that  end,  of  their  having  given  the  firít 
'rendezvous  to  their  army  near  Bergen- op-Zoom, 
from  whence  they  may  eafily  fall  into  the  defence  of 
the  Spaniíh  towns,  upon  the  firft  attempt  of  the 
French  after  they  have  refufed  the  peace  :  which  they 
muft  now  fuddenly  unmafk  themfelves  in,  one  way 
orother;  no  farther  pretences  being  left,  fince  our 
laft  Friday  pacqtiets,  which  wcre  repcated  by  an  ex- 
prefs  on  Sunday,  and  íhall  go  by  another  this  week 
for  furety  falce ;  (and  your  Lordíhip  may  be  affured 
we  omit  no  cautions  we  can  ufe,  in  the  matter  ot  our 
difpatches,  of  which  none  yet  has  failed  us:)  the 
fufpenlion  of  enterprifes  is  owned  by  the  French 
Commanders  fince  the  taking  of  Genap  :  fo  that  there 
is  little  now  that  furnifhcs  talk  here,  beiides  the  íhame- 
lefs  treafon  by  which Turgundy  was  loft,  and  of  which 
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the  Marquis  d’Yenne  the  Governor,  his  nephew  the 
Count  de  St.  Amour,  and  Don  John  de  Batteville 
have  chief  honour  ;  the  laft  being  employed  by  the 
Marquis  to  treat  with  the  Svvitzers  for  the  prote&ion 
of  that  country.  The  villainy  and  foulnds  of  this 
á£tion  make  tire  Spaniards  fay  here,  that  a  great 
King  íhould  rather  have  fent  his  lacqueys,  than  gone 
himfelf,  to  receive  fuch  a  conqueft.  I  ara  ever,  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  Bruffels,  March  23,  N.  S.  1668. 

IBeheve  you  may  wonder  on  that  iide,  as  well  as 
many  do  on  this,  both  here  and  in  Holland,  at  the 
eledlion  the  Marquis  has  lately  made  of  the  alterna- 
tive  oífered  by  France,  after  fo  long  a  deliberation,  as 
mio-ht  have  ferved  him  to  make  a  wifer  choice.  For, 
If  Spain  had  parted  with  the  county  -of  Burgundy, 
Cambray,  Air,  and  St.  Omer ;  though  they  had  fur- 
niíhed  France  with  a  better  frontier,  yet  they  had  kept 
a  good  one  for  the  reft  of  thefe  countries  on  both  fides ; 
whereas,  parting  with  the  late  conquered  places,  be- 
fides  their  large  dependencies,  which  ftraiten  their 
territories  that  íhould  maintain  their  armies,  their 
whole  frontier  is  laid  open  on  the  ñde  of  Flanders,  by 
the  lofs  of  Douay,  Liíle,  and  Tournay,  and,  on  the 
other  fide,  by  that  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  •,  which 
leaves  the  Spaniards  the  open  towns  of  Louvain  and 
Bruffels  for  a  frontier  on  this  fide,  and  thofe  of  Ghent 
and  Bruges  on  the  other  •,  and  the  country  fo  pierced 
by  the  French  conqueft,  as  what  remains  will  be  the 
work  but  of  one  campaign,  whenever  the  counfels  or 
forces  of  England  and  Holland  fhall  fail  or  delay  to 
defend  them. 

The  reafoners  here  pretend  to  fay,  that  Spain  could 
oot  part  with  the  1  French  County,  becaufe  they  ínuft 
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with  it  quit  the  title  they  yet  retain  of  Dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy  ;  and,  befides,  they  would  thereby  lofe  their 
communication  wholly  with  Lorrain,  and  in  a  orea t 
meafure  with  the  Empire  :  This  laft  is  indeed  of 
weight,  though  the  firít  be  but  airy.  But  neither  of 
them  I  take  to  have  determined  the  Marquis  in  his 
cholee ;  and,  having  in  various  conferences  pene- 
trated  his  inmoít  thoughts  upon  this  fubjeét,  I  judged 
..it  neceífary  to  acquaint  your  Eordfhip  with  them ; 
that  his  Majeíty,  knowing  perfeótly  the  diipofitions  of 
his  neighbours,  may  the  better  take  his  owrl  meafures, 
in  this  great  conjunfture.  But,  to  explain  this  mat- 
ter,  I  muft  run  it  up  to  the  original. 

Your  Lordíhip  remembers,  that  after  the  French 
invafions  and  fucceíTes  laft  year  in  Flanders,  and  the 
peace  at  Breda,  when  they  found  how  much  both  Eng- 
land  and  KoLand  refented  the  progrefs  of  their  arms 
in  Flanders ;  they  fent  a  declaration  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral,  that  they  were  willing  to  make  a  peace  with 
Spain,  either  upon  Spain’s  quitting  all  their  right  to 
the  late  conquered  places,  or  elfe  to  the  county  of  Bur- 
gundy,  Cambray,  Air,  and  St.  Omers,  and  would  leave 
to  Spain  the  choice  of  either  of  thefe  alternatives.  The 
Dutch  were  perplexed  what  ufe  to  make  of  this  decla¬ 
ration,  being  írighted  at  the  danger  of  Flanders,  but 
newly  and  faintly  reconciled  toEngland,  and  not  know¬ 
ing  how  we  would  take  the  invafion  of  Flanders.  In 
thefe  doubts  I  found  them  when  his  Majefty  fent  me 
firít  to  found  their  intentions,  and,  immediately  after, 
to  enter  into  leagues  with  them,  for  our  own  mutual 
defence,  and  that  of  Flanders.  The  King  would  have 
joined  with  them  for  the  recovery  of  all  the  Spaniards 
had  loít  in  Flanders,  either  by  a  peace  or  a  war.  The 
province  of  Utrecht  was  for  this  refolution  •,  but  the 
Penfioner  and  the  other  fix  Provinces  were  for  accept- 
ing  the  oífer  of  the  alternative  made  by  France,  and 

obliging 
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obíimng  Spain  to  make  their  choice,  as  well  as  France 
to  ííand  by  their  own  propofal.  Upon  thefe  terins 
the  triple  alliance  was  concluded,  but  with  different 
views,  both  of  Holland  and  of  Spam.  The  truth  ís, 
Holland  was  unwilling  to  brcak  oíF  their  ancient  ami- 
ty  with  France,  and  embark  in  a  war,  with  the  con¬ 
junción  of  fuch  an  oíd  enemy  as  Spain,  and  fuch  a 
new  friend  as  England.  C  hey  reckoned  on  a  peace 
upon  one  of  the  alternatives,  and  were  folicitous  only 
to  preferve  Flanders,  as  a  frontier  for  Holland  againíl 
France,  without  confidering  the  interefts  of  Spain  fur- 
ther  than  as  they  appeared  to  be  their  own.  They 
reckoned  certainly  upon  Spain’s  chuñng  to  part  with 
Burgundy,  Cambray,  &c.  which  lay  far  from  Hol- 
Jand°  and  recovering  the  towns  they  had  loft  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  by  which  their  country  would  be  left  defenftble, 
at  leaft  with  the  affiftances  of  England  and  Holland, 
On  the  other  fide  Spain,  though  they  profefíed  the 
greateít  fenfe  that  could  be  of  what  they  owed  his 
Majeíty,  upon  the  late  generous  advances  he  had  made 
in  their  favour ;  yet  they  were  enraged  at_  Holland, 
for  feconding  fo  ill  his  Majeíly’s  refolutions,  and 
turning  it  upon  the  choice  only  of  an  alternative,  by 
which  the  Spaniards  were  to  lofe  fo  great  territories, 
and  part  with  their  right  to  them,  inftead  of  recover¬ 
ing  the  poflefiion  they  had  yet  only  lott.  They  toolc 
it  as  the  greateft  indignity  in  the  world,  that  Holland 
íhould  pretend  to  oblige  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  ac- 
cept  the  very  conditions  of  France,  after  an  invafion 
ib  unjuít,  as  they  efteemed  this  laft.  They  were  at 
firft  upon  the  thoughts  of  parting  with  all  they  had  in 
the  Low-Countries  to  France,  upon  fume  equivalent 
on  the  ñde  of  Spain  •,  and  thereby  both  end  the 
cliarge  of  keeping  Flanders,  and  be  revenged  upon 
the  Dutch,  by  leaving  them  open  and  expofed  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  France.  The  Marquis  once 
affured  me,  that  moíl  of  the  council  of  Spain  were  for 
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making  this  defperate  peace  ;  and  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  inclined  to  it,  though  more  out  of  fpite 
to  the  Dutch,  than  what  he  thought  was  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  Spain.  After  lome  paufe,  this  heat  of  the 
Spaniards  began  to  eool :  they  law  the  Spaniíh  Crown, 
by  parting  with  Flanders,  muít  abandon  all  commerce 
with  the  Princes  and  States  on  this  fide  that  country ; 
and  that,  upon  a  new  war  with  France  about  the  fuc- 
ceffion,  they  íhould  have  no  way  left  of  diverting  the 
French  forces  from  falling  upon  Spain  itfelf.  And  fo, 
with  much  ado,  they  refolved  to  accept  the  alterna- 
tive ;  but  left  the  choice  to  the  Marquis  here,  as  beft 
enlightened  in  all  the  interefts  of  Flanders,  as  well  as 
the  difpoñtions  of  their  neighbours. 

The  Marquis  hated  the  peace,  upon  either  of  the 
alternatives,  and  defired  nothing  but  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  with  the  aííiftance  of  England  and-Hol- 
land,  to  which  he  faw  his  Majefty  inclinable,  and 
thought  the  States  would  be  induced  to,  rather  than 
venture  an  agreement  between  Spain  and  France,  for 
the  exchange  of  Flanders  :  he  thought,  that,  if  they 
yielded  Burgundy  and  the  remóte  frontiers,  Holland 
would  be  fecure,  and  France  would  perhaps  be  con- 
tented  to  let  the  peace  reí!;  upon  thofe  terms  during 
the  King  of  Spain’s  tender  life  :  but,  if  he  yielded  all 
the  late  conquered  towns  to  France,  Plolland  would 
be  in  perpetual  alarm  for  the  danger  of  the  reft  j 
England  would  be  likewife  the  more  ccncerned,  and 
both,  being  obliged  to  be  continually  armed,  to  pre- 
vent  the  danger  of  Flanders,  would  find  it  their  in- 
tereft,  rather  to  enter  into  fuch  a  war,  as  might  end 
in  a  fafer  peace,  than  by  a  patched  peace  to  lie  always 
in  danger  of  a  new  war,  whenever  France  íhould  be  in 
a  condition  of  carrying  the  reft  of  Flanders,  by  any 
fudden  invafion,  or  by  any  difcontent  of  counfels  or 
interefts  between  us  and  Holland, 
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Befides,  the  Marquis  imagines,  that  France  will 
either  endeavour  to  avoid  the  peace  now  offered  ;  or, 
if  they  eonclude  it  for  the  prefent,  that,  being  poíTefial 
of  the  frontiers  of  Flanders,  they  will  not  long  refifh 
the  temptation  of  carrying  the  reft,  being  in  a  manner 
but  open  country ;  and  thereby  engage  both  us  and 
Holland  to  aíTift  Spain  with  all  our  foices,  which,  he 
thinks,  muft  make  the  war  profperous,  or  a  peace  ie- 
cure.  So  that,  opon  the  whole,  the  Marquis  has  cho- 
fen  this  alternative,  not  from  any  deñre  of  making  the 
peace  at  preient,  but  only  in  the  view,  either  of  cai- 
rying  011  the  prefent  war,  or  of  making  another  with 

the  ffrength  of  his  neighbours. 

Your  Lordíliip  may  eafily  judge,  how  much  the 
Dutch  are  like  to  be  difappointed  and  oftended  with 
the  Spaniards  for  this  choice:  fo  that  I  cannot  pre- 
tend  to  guefs  what  ís  like  to  become  of  a  peace  which 
both  France  and  Spain  come  to  fo  unwillingly,  and 
which  England  and  Holland  promote  upon  conditions 
which  they  both  diílike.  And  fo  I  leave  this  pei- 
plexed  aífair,  and  afk  your  Lordflaip’s  pardon  for  this 
long  deduttion,  which  I  fhould  not  have  troubled 
your  Lordfhip  or  myfelf  with,  but  that  I  thought  you 
would  come  to  know  the  true  lprings  of  it  no  other 
way  1  and  which  I  could  not  have  known,  if  the  Mai- 
quis  were  not  a  very  warm  talker,  and  lometimes 
farther  than  he  intended.  I  am  ever,  &c. 


uT o  Mortfieur  de  Witt. 

Brujfels ,  Marchas,  N.  S. 
SIR ,  1 668. 

Y  Monfieur  V an Beuning- 
hen’s  difpatches  of  the 
2lft,you  will  have  known  the 
anívver  of  the  French  Court 
upon  the  truce  we  defired, 
which  in  my  opinión  feems  to 

make 


B 


A  Monfieur  de  Witt. 

Bruxelles,  le  25  Mars, 
Moníieur,  S.  N.  1668. 
J/ Cus  avez  appris ,  par  les 
*  depeches  de  Monfieur  Van 
Beuningken  du  2 1  áu  eourant , 
la  repon  fe  de  la  Cour  de  France 
fur  la  treve  tant  defiree :  cette 
íéboníe  felón  mol  temblé  rendre 
'  '  ‘  la 


4 1 S  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 


make  the  war  inevitable  ;  and 
that  all  the  appearances  F  ranee 
has  made  of  defiring  a  peace, 
are  levelled  at  no  other  mark 
but  to  ílacken  the  refolutions 
of  the  allies  from  aíliíling 
Flanders  ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  gain 
fix  weeks  time  to  enlarge  their 
conqueíls,  before  the  Spani- 
ards  can  either  receive  the  re- 
cruits  they  expeled,  or  the 
affiflance  of  their  neighbours 
for  defending  their  moíl  con- 
fiderable  places.  For,  as  to 
what  the  French  propoíe,  of 
reftoríng  all  they  fhall  conquer 
between  the  end  oFthis  month 
and  the  1 5 th  of  May,  it  feems 
to  me  to  be  too  grofs,  and  to 
difeover  a  contempt  ofour  wit 
as  well  as  of  our  treaty :  for, 
if  all  our  offices  and  offers  to 
make  Spain  ratify  what  the 
Marquis  has  accepted,  are  not 
íufficient  to  with-  hold  them  fix 
weeks,  from  what  they  pre- 
tend  to  redore,  how  will  they 
becapableof  redoring  for  ever 
what  they  have  already  taken  ? 
I  cannot  fee  how  their  man- 
ner  of  accufing  and  making 
exceptions  to  the  abfolute 
powers  of  a  Minider  of  Spain  ; 
and  all  this  founded  upon  par¬ 
ticular  intelligence  they  pre- 
tend  to  have  írom  the  court  at 
Madrid,  ñor  the  formal  ob- 
íeclions  they  make  againd  the 
delegation  of  the  Barón  de 
Bergeyck,  when  at  the  fame 
time  they  fend  Monfieur  Col- 
bert  to  Aix  la  Chapelle;  how, 
I  fay,  all  this  can  admit  bet- 

ter 


la  gu erre  inevitable ;  &  Upa - 
roit  que  toutes  les  mines  que  la 
France  fait  de  la  vouloir ,  ne 
tendent  a  autre  but  qua  refroi- 
dir  les  allies  fur  le  fecours  des 
País-  Bas,  cu  du  moins  a  gag- 
ner  un  mois  £9*  demi  de  tems9 
a  fin  de  poujfer  fes  conquétes ,  a- 
vant  que  les  Efpagnols  puijfent 
recevotr  leurs  recruites,  ou  des 
fecours  de  leurs  voifins  pour  mu¬ 
ñir  leurs  plus  importantes  places . 
Car ,  a  Vegard  de  Voffre  qu' elle 
fait,  de  rejütuer  tout  ce  qui  Jera 
conquis  entre  la  fin  de  ce  mois  & 
le  15  de  Mai,  cela  me  pároli  trop 
grojfer ,  &  découvre  meme  fon 
mépris  pour  nos  eprits  auffi  bien 
que  de  notre  traite .  Car,fi  tous 
nos  foins,  &  nos  bons  offices , 
joints  a  Pojfre  que  mus  faijonsde 
faire  ratifer  par  F  Efpagne  les 
ar  ti  cíes  deja  acceptéspar  le  Mar - 
quis  de  Cafiel- Rodrigo,  n’ont  pú 
obtenir  de  la  France  qu' elle  re- 
nonce  pour  fix  femaines  au  deffein 
de  tenter  de  nouvelles  conquétes, 
qui font9  au  refe ,  les feules  qu * 
elle  offre  de  refituer ;  f  tout 
cela,  di s je,  efl  vrai,  nous  pouvons - 
nous  fiater  que  nous  en  cbtien - 
drons  la  refitution  entiere  ?  Je 
ne  vois  pas  que  leur  maniere  de 
chicaner,  &  de  faire  des  excep¬ 
tions  contre  les  pleins-pouvoirs  dy 
un  Miniflre  di Efpagne,  &  tout 
cela  fonde  fur  les  avis  particu - 
liers  que  la  France  pret end  avoir 
de  la  cour  de  Madrid,  non  plus 
que  les  objeftions  formelles  qu1  elle 
fait  contre  la  delegation  du  Ba¬ 
rón  du  Bergeyck ,  en  meme  tems 
qu  elle  envoye  Monfieur  Colbert 

a  Aix 
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ter  ínterpretation  in  what  re* 
gards  theír  intentions  for  the 
peace  :  for,  in  whatever  comes 
from  thefe  Minifters  at  París, 
I  think  one  may  difeover  an 
irregular  ambition  under  a 
great  deal  of  affe&ation  and 
difguife,  whereof  God  only 
knows  the  iffue. 


For  myfelf,  I  will  tell  you 
in  confidence,  and  with  my 
ufual  freedom,  my  opinión  in 
all  this.  I  think  then  in  the 
jfirít  place,  that  by  all  our  ne- 
gotiations,  though  never  fo 
weli  managed  ;  by  all  our  of¬ 
fices  and  careffes ;  we  íhall 
never  obtain  a  peace  from 
France,  while  tbey  have  any 
appearances  of  puríuing  theír 
intereft  or  their  glory  in  car- 
rying  on  the  war:  and  that  the 
only  way  of  difpofing  them  to 
a  peace  is  to  order  it  fo,  as 
they  may  only  find  their  in- 
tereíls  in  it ;  which  wecan  no 
othervvife  do,  but  by  íbewing 
them  the  ftrength  of  our  forces, 
and  the  firmnefs  of  our  refolu- 
tions  before  the  war  begins  ; 
and,  fmee  we  only  draw  a  war 
on  ourfelves  by  defiring  a 
peace,  to  endeavour  on  the 
contrary  to  draw  on  the  peace 
by  making  all  the  appearances 
of  defiring  a  war. 

Therefore  I  think,  that 
what  remains  to  be  done  is,  to 
advance  as  much  as  poíTible 
our  preparations  and  forces  by 
fea  and  iand  ;  and  let  the  moíf 

Chrifíian 


a  Aix  la  ChapeUey  puiffent  re - 
ccvoir  de  meilleurs  interpreta- 
tions  par  rapport  a  leurs  inten- 
tions  pour  la  paix  :  car  dans  tout 
ce  qui  part  de  ce s  Minijlres ,  il 
me  femble  qu!on  decouvre  une 
ambition  dei  eglée ,  qui  fe  couvre 
feus  une  addreffe  rechercheey  & 
des  manieres  trop  etudiées  pour 
étre  finceres .  Dieu  fait  ce  qui 
en  eff. 

Pour  mol,  je  vous  diraiy  avei 
ma  con f  anee  &  ma  franchife  or - 
dinaires ,  mon  fentiment  fur  tout 
cela.  C'eff  que  par  toutes  fortes 
de  negociations  les  mieux  condui- 
tes ,  par  toutes  fortes  decajolcries% 
de  careffes ,  &  par  tant  de 
bons  offices  reiteres ,  nous  nepour- 
rons  jamáis  obtenir  ¡a  paix  de  la 
France ,  pendant  qu  elle  eff  fíat  te 
par  les  appar enees ,  quelle 
juge  quil  eff  &  de  fon  interet 
é¡r  de  f a  gloire  de  pouffer  la 
guerre  \  &  que  par  conj'equent  le 
feul  moyen  de  la  difpofer  d  la 
paix  c  eff  de  faire  en  forte  que  la 
paix  feule  puijfe  s' dccorder  avec 
fes  interéts .  Pour  cela  il  me 
femble ,  que  la  feide  voy e  qui  nous 
eff  offertc ,  eff  de  faire  une  gran¬ 
de  montre  de  nos  forces ,  de  pa- 
roitre  bien  réfolus  d  la  guerre , 
avant  que  la  guerre  commence  : 
car  puij que  nous  attirons  la  guer¬ 
re  en  voulant  trop  fortement  la 
paix ,  il faut  t deber  au  contraire 
cl}attirer  la  paix  en  faifant  tou¬ 
tes  les  mines  de  vouloir  la  guerre . 

O  eff  pourquoi ,  il  ?ne  femble 
que  ce  qui  rejle  d  faire ,  c  rff  de 
bdter  nos  préparatifs ,  &  de 

mettre  toutes  nos  forces  en  etat 

tant 
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Chriftian  King  know  by  our 
M.  iniílers,  that  íince  his  Ma- 
jeflyílill  declares  he  is  content 
with  the  alternative  already 
accepted  by  the  Marquis  o f 
Caftel-Rodrigo,  and  that  all 
the  difficultyhisMajeíly  finds, 
is  only  upon  the  powers  of  the 
íaid  Marquis,  and  the  íince - 
r’ty  of  intentions  in  the  Court 
of  Spain  :  we  therefore  defire 
his  Majefly  to  give  us  fo  much 
tíme  by  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
as  may  be  fufficient  to  fend  a 
difpatch  to  Madrid,  and  re- 
turn  to  París  with  a  full  and 
plain  anfvver  from  the  King  of 
Spain  upon  the  alternative. 
(And  truly  I  think,  a  month’s 
time  will  be  fufficient  after  the 
difpatches  of  our  expreíles 
from  Paris.)  But  in  the  mean 
time  to  add,  that  if  his  Ma¬ 
jefly  refufes  us  a  demand  fo 
neceíTarv  to  the  peace  of 
Chriftendom,  and  will  ílill 
carry  on  his  arms  without  con- 
fideration  of  theoffersofSpain, 
or  offices  of  the  allies ;  that, 
upon  the  firftadvances  he  íh all 
make  to  attack  the  reft  of 
Flanders,  we  will  march  with 
our  forces  to  defend  it,  and 
endeavour  farther  by  all  ways 
to  ?ive  him  a  diverfion  both 
by  fea  and  land. 

This  I  think  is  all  that  is 
left  us  to  do  upon  the  prefent 
fíate  of  affairs,  for  obtaining 
ti  e  peace  :  and,  as  to  the  in- 
v/ard  difpofitions  of  the  Spa- 
niards,  I  will  tell  you,  that 
there  is  not  one  oíthem  here, 

of 


William  'Temple , 

tant  par  mer  que  par  terre :  de 
faire  dire  en  me  me  tenis  par  nos 
Adinijires  au  Roi  tres  Cbrétien , 
que  puifque  fa  Majefé  paroit 
difpofée  a  Je  contenter  de  P alter¬ 
native  deja  acceptee  par  le  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Caftel-Rodrigo,  &  que 
toute  la  dificulté roule  fur  lespou- 
voirs  du  dit  Marquis ,  &  fur  la 
fmcerité  des  intentions  de  la  cour 
d' Efpagne ;  nous  la  prions  de 
nous  accorder  par  une  fufpenfion 
dy armes  autant  de  tems  quil  en 
faut  pour  depécher  a  Madrid ,  & 
de  Madrid  revenir  a  Paris  avec 
une  repon  fe,  j'entens  une  réponfe 
nette  &  precife  de  la  Reine  di 
Efpagne ,  touchant  P  alternative, 
dont  les  deux  parties  temoignent 
fe  contenter  ( pour  moi  il  me 
[emble,  qu  un  mois  apres  le  départ 
de  nos  couriers  de  Paris  fera 
fujfifiant )  diajoüter  en ■  mime 
tems ,  que  fi  ja  Majejlé  nous  re  • 
fufe  une  demande  Ji  neceffaire  au 
répos  de  la  Cbrétienté,  &  veut 
fans  cgard  pour  les  ojfres  di  Ef¬ 
pagne,  id  tes  offices  des  allies, 
poujfer  fes  armes  plus  loin ;  que 
jur  la  premier e  demarche  qu  elle 
fera  pour  attaquer  le  refe  des 
Pdis-Bas,  nous  ferons  avancer 
nos  troupes  pour  les  defendre,  & 
tdcherons  de  produire  une  puij- 
Jante  diverfion  tant  par  mer  que 
par  terre. 

Vo  'tla  ce  me  f emble  tout  ce  qul 
nous  rejle  aíenter  fur  Pétat  pre¬ 
fent  des  af aires,  afin  d'obtenir 
la  paix.  Et  pour  ce  qui  eft  des 
dijpofiitions  interieures  desEfipag- 
nols,  je  vous  dirá  i  quil  n  y  en  a 
pas  un  fiad  ici  tant  foit  peu  con- 


and  other  Min\ 

of  the  leaft  confideration,  who 
does  not  defire  it,  and  think  ít 
wholly  for  the  preíent  intereft 
of  Spain  :  and  the  Marquis  af- 
fures  me  in  confidence,  that 
he  has  not  only  the  power  ex- 
hibited,  but  that  the  King  his 
Mafter  has  given  him  others, 
by  which  he  leaves  him  ablo- 
lute  arbiter  of  the  conditions 
of  the  peace,  according  as  con- 
junctures  íhall  ferve  to  make 
him  accept  either  an  equal  or 
a  difadvantageous  one.  And 
all  the  delays  of  Don  John 
feem  only  to  proceed  from  their 
hopes  of  a  peace  upon  the  pro- 
jeá  of  our  treaty. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  glad 
the  States  have  fent  Moniieur 
Van  Beverning  to  be  at  Aix 
with  the  Minifters  of  both 
Crowns  ;  I  doubt  not  but  the 
King  my  Mafter  will  do  the 
lame,  when  he  íhall  have  re- 
ceived  advice  of  their  depar- 
ture  ;  for  forms  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  as  well  as  fubftance  ; 
though  for  my  íhare  I  cannot 
imagine  to  what  eftedl  this 
congrefs  will  meet :  France 
having  declared  itfelf  already 
upon  the  invalidity  of  the  de¬ 
legaron  in  particular,  as  well 
as  of  the  powers  in  general. 
And  trulyí  think,  all  pretence 
of  negotiation  without  a  cef- 
fation  of  arras  feems  a  mere 
jeft  in  an  affair  where  two 
months  progrefs  in  the  war 
may  fo  near  end  the  difpute 
upon  which  they  pretend  to 
treat.  I  am,  Sir,  ycur,  &c. 


'jlers  óf  State.  4.21 

Jiderable ,  qm  ne  la  fouhaite ,  Lf 
qui  ne  croit  y  voir  C ínter et  pre- 
fent  de  l’Efpagne.  Le  Marquh 
7n  a  ajfuré  en  confiance  quil  na 
pas  Jeulement  les  pouvoirs  exhi¬ 
bes  ,  mais  de  plus ,  que  le  Roi  luí 
en  a  donné  encore  un .  autre , 
par  lequel  il  le  rend  arbitre  ab- 
folu  des  conditions  de  la  p aix ,  fe¬ 
lón  que  les  conjunftures  le  devront 
determinen  a  la  recevoir  a  des 
conditions  ou  e gales  ou  defavan- 
tageufes.  Et  tcus  les  retarde- 
mens  de  Don  fuan  ne  femblent 
provenir  que  de  ce  qu  il  efpcre 
une  paix  conforme  au  projet  de 
notre  traite . 

En  atiéndante  je  fms  bien  ai  fe 
de  ce  que  les  Etats  font  partir 
Monjieur  Van  Beverning ,  peur 
fe  trouver  a  Aix  avec  les  Mi¬ 
niares  des  deux  Cour cunes ;  je  ne 
doute  pas  que  le  Roi  man  Mai- 
tre  ne  fdfje  la  fnhue  demarche , 
quand  il  aura  rept  a  vis  de  leur 
depart ;  car  il  faut  fatisfaire 
aux  formes  aufji  bien  qu’  au  fonel ; 
quoque  pour  moi ,  je  ne  puijfe 
imaginen  quel  cffet  refidtera  de 
ce  congres ;  la  France  s’tiant 
deja  declarée  fur  Vinvalidite  de 
la  delegation  en  partí  culi  er,  ¿iuf- 
Ji  bien  que  j'ur  les  pouvoirs  en  ge¬ 
neral.  Et  pour. moi ,  taute  appa- 
rence  de  negociation  avant  une 
cefjation  dd  armes  me  paroít  une 
puré  moequerie,  furtout  dans  une 
cdnjonFture  cu  deuxmois  deguey • 
re  ía  de  pregres  peuvent  chati- 
ger  la  face  des  chojes ,  &  decidir 
le  differencc fur  lequel  en  va  ir  ai- 
Ur .  Je  fuis y  c. 

Ti 
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7  o  Mr.  Godolphin. 

s  *  R?  BruíTels,  March  27,  N.  S.  1668. 

IReceiveo  laixiy  the  favour  of  lome  lines  from  you 
in  a  letter  of  my  wife’s,  which  were  the  firft  1  re- 
member  to  have  feen  of  yours  thefe  five  or  fix  months 
paft,  though  I  never  failed  on  my  part  to  entertain 
the  commerce  betvveen  us  as  became  both  our  ftations, 
and  the  kindnefs  with  which  it  began  on  both  fides,  as 
I  thought ;  I  am  fute  on  mine,  till  1  took  your  íilence 
as  a  civil  declaration  that  you  were  willing  it  íhould 
end  .  and  the  compliance  I  was  defirous  to  íhew  you 
in  all  things  would  not  fuffer  me  to  deny  it  you  in 
this.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  anfwer  ycur  laft  other- 
wife  than  by  giving  you  thanks  for  the  favour  of  your 
remembrance,  which  indeed  I  thought  had  been  bet- 
ter  employed  than  upon  one  who  has  for  ib  longtime 
fo  little  deferved  it.  For  thofe  expreffions  you  are 
pleafed  to  ufe  fo  much  below  yourfelf,  and  fo  much 
above  me,  I  confefs  they  rather  confound  than  ob- 
lige  me,  fince  I  am  not  fond  of  receiving  what  I  de- 
fpair  of  returning.  I  know  no  reafon  at  all  I  had  to 
be  angry  with  you,  but  much  rather  with  myfelf,  if, 
having  been  once  poílefled  of  your  íriendfhip,  you 
found  I  did  not  deferve  it :  but,  as  I  reckoned  that  lofs 
among  my  ill  fortunes,  lo  1  íhall  among  my  good, 
whenever  you  return  to  your  former  diipoíidons  oí 
favour  to  me,  though  the  miíery  of  the  (cene  where 
I  live  will  teach  me  to  be  fond  of  no  poífeffions  that 
I  am  in  danger  of  lofing  ;  and,  to  a  plain  equal  man 
like  me,  the  certainty  of  an  eílate  feems  more  valuable 
than  the  greatnefs  of  it.  But  I  have  as  much  ambi- 
tion  for  my  friends  advances,  as  others  have  for  their 
own  ;  and  therefore  rejoice  in  all  your  good  fortunes 
in  Spain,  and  wifh  you  án  increaie  of  them  in  your 
ncxt  ddigns.  I  am,  &c. 

To 


md  other  Minijlers  of  State.  423 
‘To  my  Lord  Keeper . 

My  Lord,.  Brufíels,  April  3,  N.  S.  1 668. 

I  Received  Tome  days  fince  the  honour  of  one  from 
your  Lordlhip  of  the  9th  paft,and,  though  I  owe 
all  the  acknowledgments  that  can  be  upon  ít,  yet  I 
•will  not  fo  much  wrong  your  Lordíhip’s  time,  or  my 
own  fincerenefs,  as  to  enlarge  them  with  muca  cere- 
mony.  It  will  be  enough  to  fay,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  oblimng  than  your  favour  to  me,  both  ín  the 
degree  and  manner  of  ú,  arifing  fo  freely  from  your 
Lordíhip’s  bounty  and  generouinefs,  as  well  as  ex- 
prefíed  in  a  way  fo  frank  and  fo  hearty  as  that  of  your 
laft  letter  ;  and,  on  the  other  íide,  that  no  man  can 
reient  it  more,  though  they  may  much  better  deíerve 
it :  and  that  your  Lordfhip  can  never  reckon  more 
truly,  ñor  more  juftly,  upon  any  peí  fon  s  efteem  and 
fervices,  than  upon  mine,  which  I  humbly  beg  your 
Lordfhip  to  believe.  I  doubt  you  will  be  troublcd 
with  my  wife’s  attendances,  having  told  her,  your 
Lordfhip  had  given  her  that  liberty :  if  ever  íhe  pre- 
tends  your  favour  and  countenance  farther  than  in  re- 
ceiving  what  the  King  has  made  my  due  upon  this 
employment  while  I  have  it,  or  what  his  Majeíty  fhall, 
from  his  own  motion,  affign  me,  upon  any  new  com- 
miffion  ;  I  difclaim  her  beforehand,  and  declare  íhe 
goes  not  upon  my  errand  *,  for  I  fhall  never  think 
that  too  little  which  his  Majeíly  thinks  enough :  for 
the  reft  I  will  be  confident  neither  your  Lordíliip  ñor 
my  Lord  Arlington  intend  I  íhould  ruin  myfeif  by 
my  employments,  or  that  1  íhould,  at  my  own  chai  ge, 
bear  out  a  charaÓ:er,  which,  of  itfelf,  is  enough  to 
turn  round  a  head  that  has  all  its  life,  till  thefe  laft 
three  years,  been  ufed  to  fhade  and  filence.  In  cafe 
the  occafion  íhould  break,  and  my  journey  to  Aix 

íhould  yet  fail,  I  afk  nothing  of  his  Majeíly,  though 
*  putting 
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putting  myfelf  in  a  poílure  to  comply  with  any  fue?-* 
den  neceflity  of  it  has  already  forced  me  to  enter  into 
very  confiderable  expences  :  but,  in  cafe  I  muflí  go,  I 
beg  your  Lordfhip,  that  has  children,  to  confider  hovv 
hard  it  would  be  for  me  to  perforan  fuch  a  journey 
upon  my  own  credit.  Whatever  it  be  his  Majeíty 
thinks  fit  to  afflgn  me  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  if  he 
pleafes  to  order  Alderman  Backwell  to  furnifh  me 
with  a  letter  of  credit  for  fo  much,  let  it  be  what  it 
will,  I  will  live  according  to  what  that  and  my  own 
little  revenue  will  reach,  and  not  fpare  any  little  pre- 
fents  I  have  received  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  where 
his  honour  requires  it  :  all  I  defire  is  only  not  to  be 
forced  into  debts,  which,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  have  ever 
abhorred,  and  would  by  my  good  will  eat  dry  crufts, 
and  lie  upon  the  floor,  rather  than  do  it  upon  any 
other  confideration,  than  of  his  Majefty’s  immediate 
commands,  and  I  hope  thofe,  his  juflice,  and  my 
friends  favour,  will  prevent. 

I  beg  your  Lordfliip’s  pardon  for  troubling  yúu 
with  this  ílrange  freedom  about  my  own  concern- 
ments,  which  you  have  pleafed  to  encourage  me  to, 
and  may  at  any  time  check  me  in  it,  with  the  leaft 
diícoiintenance,  which  I  doubt  I  have  already  deferved. 
But  1  will  not  increafe  or  lengthen  my  faults  by  ex- 
cafes,  ñor  trouble  your  Lordíhip,  by  repeating  any 
thing  of  what  my  Lord  Arlington  receives  from  me 
at  large,  upon  the  courfe  of  public  affairs  here  ;  which, 
thoügh  féeming  to  c  han  ge  often  in  others  eyes,  ap- 
pears  to  me  conitant  in  the  French  defign  of  a  war ; 
which  I  believe  nothing  can  alter,  but  the  viíible 
marks  of  forcé  and  íleadinefs  in  their  neighbours  to 

oppofe  them.  -  *  i 

1 1  beg  your  Lordlliip’s  belief,  that,  as  I  am  with 
very  nreat  reafon,  fo  I  am  with  very  great  paflion  too, 
my  Lord,  your,  &c. 
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¥0  Monjieur  'de  Witt . 

Bruffels,  Aprll  17,  M  S. 
$/£,  1668. 


tents  of  the  laftdifpatches  from 
Paris,  which  make  us  believe, 
that  in  two  or  three  days  we 
íhall  have  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms  to  the  end  of  May  ;  and 
then  I  do  not  fee  theleaíf  dif- 
ficulty  that  can  happen,  which 
we  íhall  not  eafily  avoid  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  peace ;  for 
I  fee  not  how  France  can  draw 
back,  after  the  fatisfadtion  we 
are  going  to  give  them  at  Pa¬ 
ris :  and, for  Spain,I  never  had 
the  leaft  fcruple  upon  their 
conduét  :  and  I  ftill  believe, 
as  I  ever  did,  that,  unlefs  we 
drive  them  to  defpair  by  ill 
ufage,  neither  the  Spaniíh  na- 
tion  in  general,  ñor  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Caftel-Rodrigo  in  par¬ 
ticular,  will  have  recourfe  to 
any  bafe  evafions.  And  to 
fpeak  to  you  in  confidence  (as 
it  is  neceílary  between  phyfi- 
cians)  lince  the  refolution  you 
have  talked  of  about  driving 
the  Spaniards  wholly  out  of  his 
country,  and  cantoning  your- 
felves  in  it ;  and  fince  fo  many 
violent  inftances  made  by  your 
Dcputies  for  figning  Monfieur 
de  Lyonne’s  projedt  without 
altering  a  word,  or  fo  much 
as  giving  the  Marquis  any  af- 
Vol.  L  furance 


A  Monfieur  de  Witt. 

Bruxelles,  le  17  Avr* 
Monfieur,  S*N.  1668. 
ne  doute  pas  que  vous  ne 
vous  rejourffiez  autant  que 
dernieres  de - 
peches  de  Paris ,  qui  nous  donnent 
lieu  de  croire  que  dans  deux  ou 
trois  jours  nous  aurons  une  fuf~ 
penjion  d’ armes  jufiqrí  d  la  fin  de 
Mai ;  &  cela  etant ,  je  ne  vois 
point  de  dificulte  qui  puiffie  fur - 
venir ,  dont  nous  ne  venions  fa -* 
cilement  á  hout  dans  le  cours  de 
la  negociation  de  la  p ai x.  Car 
je  ne  vois  pas  comment  la  France 
pourra  reculer  apres  la  fiatisfiac* 
tion  que  nous  lui  allons  donner  d 
Paris .  A  Pegar d  df  Efipagne, 

je  rí  ai  jamáis  eu  le  moindre  feru  - 
pule  fur  fa  conduite  \  &  je  crois 
encore ,  comrne  P ai  toujours  cru9 
qua  moins  que  nous  ne  la  redui - 
fions  au  defefpoir  d  forcé  de  1$ 
traiter  de  haut  en  has  ;  ni  la 
nation  Efpagnole  en  general,  ni 
le  Marquis  de  C  afiel  'Rodrigo 
en  parúculier ,  rí auront  point  re - 
cours  d  de  bonteux  fuhtsrfuges « 
Et  pour  vous  dire  en  confidence 
( comme  il  faut  faire  entre  Me~ 
decins )  depuis  que  vous  avez  par¬ 
lé  de  la  refolution  de  chaffer  les 
,, Efipagnols  des  País- B as,  &  de' 
vous  y  cantonner ;  depuis  tant 
dP inflames  reit erees  faites  par 
vos  Deputez  pour  la  ¡ignature 
du  projet  de  Monfieur  de  Lionne , 
fious  la  condition  de  ne  ríen  chati - 
ger,  íóf  mime  Jans  lui  donner  la 
E  e  moindre 


IDoubt  not  but  you  are  pleaf- 
ed  as  much  as  I  at  the  con- 


jE 

moi  du  contenu  des 


426  Lettefs  of  Sir  William  Temple, 


furance  óf  afíiftinghim  in  cafe 
France  íhould  drawback  (ac- 
cording  to  the  orders  of  the 
Queen)  I  have  often  heard  his 
Excellency  fay,  that,  if  he 
were  now  in  the  council  of 
Spain,  he  would  give  his  ad- 
vice  without  farther  difficulty, 
for  making  peace  with  France 
by  delivering  this  country  up 
to  them,  rather  than  fuffer 
ilich  a  treatment  from  all  their 
neighbours,  who  are  more  in- 
tereíted  in  the  lofs  of  it  than 
themfelves.  P'or  it  cannot 
enter  into  the  Marquis’s  head, 
why  we  íhould  give  France 
more  afiurances  than  they  de- 
fire,  in  cafe  of  Spain’s  refuíing 
the  alternative,  and  even  con- 
trary  to  our  treaty  at  the 
Hague  ;  and  yet  refufe  to  give 
Spain  the  bare  afiurances  of 
the  wordsof  our  treaty,  in  cafe 
of  France’s  refufal  after  hav- 
jng  driven  Spain  to  all  wecan 
afk.  Neither  can  the  Mar- 
quis  imagine  why  we  prefs 
him  fo  much  to  fign  a  proje& 
ivord  for  word  from  Monlieur 
¿q  Lyonne,  without  firít  ufing 
our  endeavours  at  Paris  to 
Teduce  the  afFairs  of  cities  in 
the  heart  of  the  country  to 
fome  reafonable  exchange;  as 
we  have  always  promifed  him, 
and  as  I  let  him  fee  in  one  of 
y  our  letters ;  nay  without  once 
endeavouring  to  hinder  the  de- 

taftations 


moindre  efperance  de  Poffijhr  en 
cas  que  la  France  recule ,  con* 
formement  aux  ordres  de  la 
Reine  ;  defuis  cela  ( dispe )  f ai 
fouvent  oüi  dire  a  fon  ExcelLnce , 
que  s'il  éioit  d  cette  heureau  con - 
Jeil  d’ Efpagne ,  que  fon  avis  fe - 
retí ,  qu'on  fu  fans  merchander 
Paccord  avec  la  France ,  en  lui 
donnant  tont  ce  pa'is ,  plutot  que 
diendurer  un  traitement  pareil 
de  la  part  de  tous  les  Etats  voi - 
fins  de  la  Flandre  ;  lefquels  doi  - 
vent  etre  plus  intereffes  dans  la 
perte  de  ces  Provinces ,  que  les 
Efpagnols  eux -mimes .  Car  il 

n e  peut  pas  entrer  dans  Pefprit 
du  Marquisy  que  nous  donniom 
d  la  France  plus  dfaffurance  qu 
elle  11  en  dejirey  fuppcsé  le  refus 
i P  Efpagne ,  &  cela  mime  centre 
notre  traite  de  la  Haye ;  &  que 
nous  refufions  d  P  Efpagne  de  P- 
cjfurer  Jimplement  des  claufes  de 
notre  traite  pour  elle ,  en  cas  que 
la  France  refufe ,  furtout  apres 
avoir  poujfé  P Efpagne  a  faire 
toui  ce  que  nous  avons  vculu .  Ls 
Manquis  ri  imagine  pcint  aujfi, 
pourquoi  nous  le  prefons  tant 
pour  la  fignature  mot  d-mot  du 
projet  de  Monfieur  de  Lionne , 
fans  faire  par  avance  tous  nos 
efforts  d  Paris ,  pour  reduire 
Paffaire  des  villes  Jituies  dans  le 
cazur  des  provinces  d  quelque  é- 
change  raijonnable :  cela  lui  a- 
voit  toujours  ete  promis  ;  &  je 
P en  ai  moi-meme  cjfure  par  une 
de  vos  lettres  que  je  lui  ai  fait 
voir.  II  s'etonne  encore  pour quú 
nous  ne  faffons  pas  nos  efforts 
pour  empieber  la  demolition  des 

places 


V 


¿aE&auL  -  .•-«a 


and  other  Mihifters  of  Statt.  427 


vaftations  in  the  Franche 

r  > 

Compté.  So  that  by  this  pro- 
je¿I,  he  Tees  clearly,  he  mufl: 
be  confined  within  BrulTels  as 
¡n  a  prifon,  íhut  up  by  Freneh 
garrifons,  within  feven  ledgues 
of  him  on  one  fide,  and  eight 
on  the  other;  and  that  Bur- 
gundy  may  be  invaded  as  an 
open  country,  without  the 
poffibility  of  defending  it  a 
day.  And,  if  the  peace  be 
made  upon  thefe  terms,  every 
one  may  fee  that  France  will 
only  wait  tíll  we  are  engaged 
in  a  quarrel  with  our  neigh- 
bours,  or  till  fome  mifunder- 
ftanding  happen  bctvveen  our 
two  nations,  to  finiíh  the  con- 
queft  of  this  country,  which 
they  may  do  in  fifteen  days. 
However,  the  Marquis  fays, 
that,  in  cafe  we  will  give  him 
aíTurances  to  follow  the  third 
of  our  feparate  articles,  he  is 
ready  to  fign  himfelf,  or  give 
powers  to  fign  even  Monfieur 
de  Lyonne’s  projeft  immedi- 
ately,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  will  rely  upon  our 
good  offices  to  negotiate  either 
fome  convenient  exchange  for 
Burgundy,or  to  have  it  reítor- 
ed  in  the  condition  it  was  ta- 
ken  ;  or  el  fe  find  means  to  re- 
pair  the  towns  demolifbed,  In 
cafe  you  will  not  be  perfuaded 
to  give  him  thefe  aíTurances, 
we  muft  endeavour  to  finiíh  it 
altogether  at  Aix,  whither  I 
fhall  b~gin  my  journey  as  foon 
as  we  íha'l  h  ave  received  the 

fiifpen- 


places  dans  la  Franche  Compté* 
De  forte  qiPil  volt  ires-claire - 
mcnt ,  que  par  ce  prcjet  il  fera 
dans  Bruxelles  comme  en  prifony 
ou  en  ota ze  d  Pegará  de  la  France - 
fes  garnifom  d'un  cote  n  en  étant 
qii  d  huit  licúes ,  &  de  P autre 
qu  a  fept .  íl  volt  de  plus  quey 
les  for  ce  s  de  France  entre  ront 
dans  la  Bourgogne  comme  dans 
un  plat  paisffians  qu  on  la  puiffie 
couvrir  un  jour  entier.  ¡¡Ble  fi 
la  paix  fe  fait  dans  ces  termes 4 
tout  le  monde  volt  que  la  France 
ri  attendra  que  le  moment  de  la 
premiere  dejunion  entre  quelqu 
uns  de  nos  voifns ,  ou  de  la  plus 
legere  mefintslligence  entre  nos 
deux  nations ,  pour  acbever  la  con  - 
quéte  des  Pais-Bas ,  qui  fie  luí 
contera  plus  de  quinze  jours . 
Pourtant  le  Marquis  dit>  qu  en 
cas  que  nous  luí  donnions  des  af- 
furances  de  pourfuivre  le  troi 
fieme  de  nos  articles fepar'es ,  il 
ejl  prct  de  figner  ou  donner  les 
pouvoirs  de  fgner  le  projet  mime 
felón  les  termes  de  Monfieur  de 
Lionne ,  comme  fervani  de fonde- 
ment  au  traite :  qu'il  s9 en  re - 
jnettra  d  nos  Joins  &  a  nos  bons 
offices  pour  la  negociation  de 
quelque  échange  commode  a  l'é- 
gard  de  la  Bourgogne ,  cu  bien 
di une  rejlitution  en  P cía t  cu  elle 
a  etc  prije ,  cu  pour  trouver  les 
moyens  de  reparer  les  vdles  de¬ 
moliese  En  cas  que  vous  ¡ui  re - 
fufe z  d  tous  ces  cgards  les  ajfu- 
ranees  qu  il  demande,  il  faudra 
que  noustáchions  de  reprendre  esf 
d'achever  le  tout  enj  emble,  & 
d' un  mime  filet  d  Aix  la  Cha- 
K  e  2  pene  , 
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fufpenfion  of  arms.  And  I 
fhall  not  fail  to  purfue,  as  ef- 
fe&ually  as  I  can,  both  there 
and  at  other  places,  the  ac- 
complifhment  ofthis  greataf- 
fair  ;  and  (hall  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive  your  advice,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  condu¿t  of 
this  negotiation. 

Before  I  go,  I  muft  tell  you 
freely,that,  the  lefs  of  bufinefs 
you  leave  between  the  Mar- 
quis  and  your  Deputies  here, 
I  think  it  will  be  fo  much  the 
better  for  the  general  afrair : 
for,  in  one  word,  they  are  not 
perfons  made  for  each  other ; 
the  Marquis  being  of  a  hu- 
mour  rather  to  die  than  be  go- 
verned  in  the  management  of 
bufinefs :  and  he  fays,  Monf. 
Bourgerfdycke  is  a  man  not  to 
be  employed  but  where  you 
abfolutely  give  the  law.  I 
have  already  hinted  fomething 
of  this  to  you  ;  but  now  1 
think  it  necefíary  you  íhould 
be  informed  of  it,  that  you 
jnay  do  thereupon  as  you  fhall 
find  convenient  ;  for  I  have 
not  obferved  one  thing  in  the 
courfeof  this  affair,  which  you 
and  I  could  not  have  compaf- 
fed  without  the  leaft  heat  or 
difcontent :  and  I  will  not  tell 
you  the  pain  and  cares  I  have 
been  at  to  manage  mattcrs  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  preventtheir 
breakins;  out  into  violences 
upon  fomanyoccaíions;  which 
I  endeavoured  by  all  means  to 

"  avoid  ; 


pelle  ;  cu  je  commencerai  a  nía - 
cheminer  des  que  nous  aurons  re - 
fu  nouvelle  de  la  fufpenfion  d’ 'ar¬ 
me  r,  &  je  ne  manquerai  pas  ldy 
non  plus  quy ai lleurs^  de  pour  fui- 
vre  de  tout  mon  pouvoir  la  con - 
clufton  de  cette  grande  ajfaire . 
fe  feral  bien-aije  de  recevoir  de 
tems  en  tems  vos  avis  fur  la  ma¬ 
niere  dont  cette  negociation  fera 
conduite . 

Avant  que  je  parte ,  il  faut 
que  je  vous  dife  franchement ,  que 
le  moins  d?  a ff aires  que  vous  don - 
nerez  d  dijcuter  avec  le  Marquis 
d  vos  Dep  utes ,  fera  le  meilleur 
pour  la  caufe  commune  ;  car ,  en 
un  mot ,  ce  ne  font  point  des  gens 
faits  les  uns  pour  les  autres .  Le 
Marquis  ef  di un  humcur  a  bra - 
ver  plutot  la  mort ,  que  de  fouf- 
frir  d’étre  matrífé  dans  la  con¬ 
duite  &  le  maniement  des  af¬ 
fair  es.  11  dit ,  que  Monfeur 
Bourgerfdycke  ríef  propre  a  étre 
employé  que  dans  les  lieux  cu 
vous  donnez  fouverainement  la 
lo  i.  fe  vous  en  avois  deja  tou- 
ché  quelque  chofe ,  mats  je  croi  d 
cette  heure  qu’il  ef  necejfaire  de 
vous  le  dire ,  a  fin  que  fur  cela 
volts  en  ufiez  comme  vous  le  ju- 
gerez  a  propos .  fe  rí ai  encore 
rien  remarque  dans  le  cours  de 
cette  ajfaire  dont  je  nefüffe  vehu 
a  bout  avec  vous  fans  le  mo'mdre 
chagrín ,  mais  meme  avec  agré¬ 
ment  ;  et  je  ne  vous  dirai  point 
les  peines  &  les  foucis  que  f  ai 
eu  d  menager  tout  es  chojes  entrf 
eux ,  &  d  prevenir  des  tclats  & 
les  repartios  picquanies  qu*  i  Is  é- 
toient  prets  de  fe f aire  d  tout  bout 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  429 


avoid;  becaufe  I  know  the 
difpofitions  of  Minifters  are 
ofteninfufed  into  theirmafters. 
I  fee  nothing  in  the  world  that 
can  hinder  the  peace  at  pre- 
fent,  unlefs  France  finds  fome 
mifundeiítandings  between  us 
and  Spain.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  many  people  would 
perfuade  me,  that  you  have 
changed  your  meafures  fince 
I  left  Holland  :  but  I  anfwer 
cvery  body,  that  I  truft  fo 
much  to  the  fincerity  of  your 
proceedings,  that  I  do  not 
doubt,  but,  ifit  were  fo,  your- 
felf  would  be  the  firíl  toinform 
me. 


You  fee  what  confidence 
I  have  in  your  perfon,  and  you 
rnay  fafely  have  the  fame  in 
that  of,  Sir,  your,  &c. 


de  champ  \  f ai  employepour  cela 
toute  mon  adreffe  ;  car  je  faifois 
cette  reflexión ,  que  la  diJpofitionsy 
ouy  fi  votts  vculez ,  les  paffions 
des  Miniflres  ont  une  grande 
influente  fur  celles  des  madres. 
A  cette  heure  je  ne  vois  plus 
ríen  qui  puijj'e  empecher  la  paix , 
fl  ce  nefl  que  la  France  vít  la 
diffenflon  je  gdffer  entre  P  Ef- 
pague  &  nous.  A  ne  vous  ríen 
céler ,  il  y  a  ici  beaucoup  de  gens 
qui  voudroient  bien  me  perfuader 
que  vous  avez  change  de  mefures 
depuis  mon  départ  di  Hollande  ; 
mais  je  leur  repons  a  tous ,  que 
je  me  repofe  fl  fort  fur  va- 
tre  fíncente ,  &  d  la  candeur 
de  votre  procede ,  que  fuppofé  que 
ce  qu  ils  difent  fút ,  vous  auriez 
été  le  premier  a  ni  en  injlruire, 
Voila  quelle  efl  la  confiance 
que  f  ai  en  vous ,  &  vous  pouvez 
avoir  la  meme  en^  Alonfleur , 
votre ,  &c. 


To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Aix,  April  28,  N.  S.  1668. 

INever  writ  to  your  Lordíhip  in  worfe  health,  ñor 
in  worfe  humour,  and  therefore  you  could  never 
receive  a  worfe  letter  than  th,is  is  like  to  be.  The  cere- 
monies  of  my  journey  your  Lordfhip  fhall  find  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Williamfon,  fo  foon  as  a  fever,  which  is 
now  upon  me,  gives  me  leave  to  fay  one  word  more 
than  what  I  think  of  abfolute  neceífity  ;  for  fo,  I  con- 
ceive,  all  I  have  now  written  to  the  Marquis  is.  The 
defpight  of  feeing  the  Barón  de  Bergeyck  yet  refufe  to 
fign  the  project  of  the  treaty,  without  another  dif- 
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patch  from  the  Marquis,  after  that  I  brought  him,  i? 
enough  to  lole  all  patience  ;  my  ill  humour,  I  confefs, 
is  noc  leflened  by  feeing  myfelf  here,  with  equal  cha- 
rafter  to  other  Minifters,  and  without  poffibility,  in 
this  place,  of  putting  myfelf  in  an  equipage  fuitable  to 
them,  which  1  could  not  think  poffible  neither  to 
provide  myfelf  before  my  journey,  confidering  the 
uncertainty  of  it  almoft  to  "the  very  laft,  and  the  af- 
íurance  I  carne  with  from  the  Marquis  of  the  treaty’s 
being  figned  the  firft  moment.  I  aflured  the  Mar-, 
quis  deBergeyek,  that  I  thought  it  neceflary,  fo  that 
I  hoped  three  days  would  end  our  bufinefs,  which  I 
believed  hisMajefty  would  unwillingly  fee  done  with¬ 
out  his  intervention,  and  would  be  content  to  have 
all  men  think  as  they  have  done  here,  ever  lince  the 
convention  began  (and  perhaps  every-where  elle)  that 
nothing  could  be  done  till  the  King’s  Minifter  carne, 
and  that  would  immediately  clofe  the  affair.  The 
reí!;  I  muíl  refer  to  the  inclofed  copy  of  my  letter  this 
night  to  the  Marquis,  by  an  exprefs  •,  and  beg  your 
Lordfhip  to  give  me  leave  to  reft  a  very  weary  dif 
tempered  head,  which  yet  can  never  forget  how  much 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 


To  the  Marquis  of  Cafiel- 
Rodrigo r 

Aix,  April 28, 
My  Lord ,  N.  S.  1 668. 

Arrived  yeíierday  in  thiscity. 
This  afternoon  I  received 
a  vifit  from  the  Barón  de  Ber~ 
geyck,and  anotherfrom  Mon** 
fieur  Colber?.  I  trtated  them 
both  equally,  upon  a  meíTage 
by  a  gentleman  fent  from  the 
Barón  to  ínform  me,  that  he 
was  already  qualified  Ambaí- 
üdor  oí  Spain*  by  íhe  letters 

and 


Au  Marquis  de  Qítel- 
Rodrigo. 

A  Aux,  le  28  Avr. 

Monfieur,  S.  N.  1668. 
'  Arriva  i  hier  en  cette  ville» 
f  ai  rqcu  cette  a  pros  din  ce 
une  vifite  de  la  parí  du  Barón 
de  Bergeyck ,  &  une  autre  de  la 
part  de  Monfieur  Colbert»  [Je 
les  ai  traites  tous  également,fur 
la  parole  que  le  gentdbomme  en¬ 
voy  e  de  la  part  du  Barón  m  a 
denme ,  que  fon  maitre  étoit  deja 
revetu  du  titre  dy  Ambajfadeur, 
íd  quil  étoit  mura  des  lettres  id 
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and  powers  oftheQueep  her- 
felf.  Monfieur  Beverning  viíit- 
ed  methis  morning  incógnito; 
and  all  that  a  great  indiipofi- 
tion  will  fuffer  me  to  tell  you 
at  prefent  is  this :  that  it  is 
not  poíTible  to  make  any  other 
paces  for  faving  the  Nether- 

lands,  butby  immediately  fign- 

ing  the  projedf  fent  to  the  ba¬ 
rón  de  Bergeyck  ;  for  every 
body  expe£led  the  figning  of  it 
upon  my  arrival.  The  b  lench 
AoibaíTador  declares  every- 
where,  as  he  has  already 
done  to  me,  that  he  is  ready 
to  fign  this  very  evening,  and 
in  all  points  as  they  have  been 
couched  by  our  own  Minifters 
at  Paris,  And,  if  the  Barón 
malees  any  exceptions  or  dif- 
ficulties,  he  is  ready  to  give 
anfwer  thereupon,  according 
to  bis  inftru&ions,  and  as  he 
íhall  think  convenient :  but 
that  Spain  muft  impute  to  it- 
felf  vvhatever  may  happen  by 
this  lofs  oftime.  I  fee  plain- 
ly,  he  is  ready  to  fecond  and 
aflift  the  Barón  de  Bergeyck  in 
any  delays  that  may  be  given 
to  the  afrair  5  and  forefeeing 
thtt  it  muft  at  iength  país  in 
the  words  of  this  projedf,  lince 
we  and  bíolland  are  alre3dy 
engaged  about  it  at  Paris ;  he 
hopes  either  to  fee  the  afFair 
break,  or  to  have  the  honour 
to  make  Spain  yield  at  laft  up¬ 
on  all  difíiculties  they  firft 
raifed.  In  the  mean  while, 
Monfieur  Beverning  pretends 

to 


des  plcins-pouvoirs  de  la  Reine 
elle -me me.  Monfieur  Bevern - 

ing  til  a  aujfi  vi  file  incógnito  <  e 
rnatin  ,  id  tout  ce  qu  une  grande 
indfpftion  qui  me  reiient  d pre¬ 
fent  per  met  que  je  dife  d  l \  E. 
deft ,  qui'l  ne  rejie  plus  dF nutre 
demarche  d  ¡aire  pourfauver  les 
Pais  Bas ,  que  de  ftgner  incef- 
J  arrime  ni  le  prejet  envoy  é  au  Ba¬ 
rón  de  Bergeyck  ;  cela  cjl  fi  vrai 
que  meme  d  vion  arnvee  tout  le 
monde  en  attendoit  la  fignature • 
Celuide  France  declare  par  tout , 
apres  avoir  declare  d  moi-nieme , 
quil  ejl  pret  de  ftgner  des  ce  foir 
meme  tous  les  points ,  tels  qu  ils 
ont  ete  conches  par  nos  Minijit  es 
d  Paris .  ft  le  Bar  en  de 

Bergeyck  fci}t  ou  des  dijficult  es , 
ou  des  exceptions ,  il  donner  a  fes 
réponfes  conformement  d  fes  in - 
Jlrufíions ,  íd  felón  F  exígeme  des 
chofes  ;  id  qu  apres  tout,  FEf- 
pagne  ne  doit  aitribuer  qu  d  elle 
jeule  les  malheurs  qui  peuverit 
naitre  de  tant  de  doláis  id  de 
tems  perdu .  Je  vois  fort  bien , 
qu  il  ejl  pret  a  fuivre  id  a  oidor 
le  Barón  de  Bergeyck  dans  tous 
les  retárdemeos  qu  on  pourra  ap~ 
porter  d  la  conclufion  de  cette  af~ 
faire  \  id  que  prevoyant  que  F 
Efpagne  doit  enfin  s’ accommoder 
des  conditions  id  des  tenues  du 
traite,  vú  F  engagement  ou  la 
Hoilande  id  nous  fomnies  deja 
entres  par  nos  Admijh  es  ci  Jó  'a- 
ris ;  il  fe  promet  ou  tF avoir  l 
afija  ir  e  je  tomprc,  ou  d  avoii  la 
gloire  de  faire  ceder  F Efpagne 
fur  toutes  les  dijficu des  qu  elle 
aura  mi  fes  en  avant :  cependant , 
£  e  4  Monfieur 
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to  think,  that,  afcer  the  orders 
given  to  the  Barón  de  Ber¬ 
geyck,  and  the  copies  of  them 
íent  into  Holland,  no  difficul- 
ties  can  arife  upon  the  figning : 
and,  for  me,  I  cannot  refufé  to 
carry  the  orders,  and  am  ih 
the  greateíl  pain  imaginable 
to  fee  the  Barón  ílill  malee  a 
difficulty  to  fign  without  an- 
other  order  from  your  Excel- 
lency.  Therefore  J  defire  you, 
in  the  ñame  of  all  thofe  who 
wifh  well  to  the  affairsofSpain 
and  of  Chriílendom,  to  dif- 
patch  an  exprefs  command  to 
theBaron,to  fign  without  far- 
ther  trifling,  and  to  fend  him 
inílrudlions  for  any  thing  that 
your  Excellency  fliall  find  con- 
venient  to  have  negotiated  af- 
terwards ;  in  which  I  íhall 
have  MonfieurBeverning’s  af- 
iiílance,  but  not  at  all  before 
the  projeíf  is  figned. 


If  your  Excellency  will  not 
think  fit  to  comply  with  this, 
I  difeharge  myfeíf  at  leaft  of 
all  the  fatal  effedhs  that  may 
arrive  upon  it.  I  defire  your 
Excellency  yet  once  more  to 
grant  this  difpatch  to  the  in¬ 
flan  ces  of  one  who  had  found- 
ed  the  bottom  of  this  afFair 
with  allpofíible  attention,  and 
all  the  refkdlions  I  am  capable 
of  making  ;  and  who  forms  a 
judgment  of  it,  without  other 
paííion  than  that  I  have  for 
the  prefervation  of  Flanders.  í 
arn,  &c. 


William  Temple , 

Monficur  Beverning  ne  s’attend 
point  a  voir  flufciter  de  nouveaux 
objlacles ,  id  de  ncuvelles  dificul¬ 
tes  touchant  cette  fignature ,  apres 
des  ordres  donnes  ou  Barón  de 
Bergeyck ,  id  dont  les  copies  ont 
été  envoyées  en  Hollande .  Pour 
nioi ,  apires  Vavoir  promis , je  n  ai 
pü  re culer  a  porter  les  ordres  ,£s’ 
je  fui s  dans  la  plus  grande  peine 
du  monde  de  voir  que  le  Barón 
de  Bergeyck  fait  dificulté  de  fig- 
ner  avant  que  di  avoir  re^ü  un 
autre  ordre  de  V .  E .  dejl  pour- 
quoi ,  je  la  fupplié ,  au  nom  de  tous 
ceux  qui  flouhaitent  le  Lien  des 
a ff aires  d’ Efpagne  id  de  la  Obré - 
tiente ,  d' ordonner  par  un  cofn - 
mandement  expres¿  que  r ordre 
fon  figné 9  id  qu  on  riy  marchan - 
de  plus .  V .  E.  donnera  aufii  fes 
avis  au  Barón  de  Bergeyck  tou¬ 
chant  ce  qu  elle  trouvera  bon  qui 
foit  negocié  dans  la  fui  te  ;  cela 
fait ,  je  pour r ai  compter  fur  le  fle- 
cours  id  r  ai  de  de  Ai.  Beverning , 
du  quel  je  }i attens  rien  tañáis 
que  la  chofle  fera  camine  elle  ejl . 

En  cas  que  V.  E.  fuive  dau- 
tres  voy  es  7  je  me  décharge  par 
avance  de  toutes  les  fuites funefl- 
tes  qui  en  pourront  arriver .  jfe 
fupplie  encore  une  flois  V,  E.  de 
donner  cela  aux  injlances  di  une 
perfonne  qui  a  approfondi  cette 
afjaire  avec  toute  i  attention  id 
la  reflexión  dont  je  fluis  capable ; 
id  qui  en  porte  un  jugement  ex- 
empt  de  pajjion ,  excepté  celle  qiiil 
a  pour  la  covfervation  des  País - 

Bas .  J ¿Jais,  id  Ce 

To 
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To  my  Lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Aix,  April  30,  N.  S,  1668. 

IN  the  hurry  of  thefe  expreífes  to  BruíTels,  all  that 
I  can  poffibly  do,  is  to  give  your  Lordíhip  the 
account  of  the  líate  of  our  bufinefs  here,  in  the  copy 
of  thofe  letters  I  am  forced  to  write  to  the^Marquis. 
To  which  end  the  AmbaíTadors  of  Spam  anu  fdollanci 
have  been  very  often  with  me  already,  though  I  have 
not  yet  ftirred  out  ol  doors,  and  they  are  but  novv 
gone  íucceílively  from  my  bed-fide.  The  fruits  of 
our  conferences  your  Lordíhip  will  find  in  the  inclofed, 
and  will  pardon  me  for  doing  nothing  more  at  this 
time,  than  barely  acknowledging,  and  that  in  extreme 
hafte,  yours  of  the  ioth  and  13ÍI1,  which  are  come 
here  to  my  hands  :  the  tora  paper  is  an  original  of 
a  poftfcript  I  received  juft  now  in  a  letter  from  Mon- 
fieur  de  Witt,  which  I  fend  in  anfwer  to  ene  I  hafí 
lately  from  your  Lordíhip.  The  inclofed  from  my 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Williamfon  gives  account  of  all  the 
ceremonias  that  have  been  hitherto  paft.  I  am  ever, 
&c. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Cafiel-  Au  Marquis  de  Caftel- 
Rodrigo . 


Aix,  Afril  30, 
My  Lord ,  N.  S.  r668. 

IAm  very  much  indifpofed, 
and  God  keep  me  from  thofe 
accidents, which  the  defpight  I 
have  upon  the  prefent  courfe  of 
affairs  may  caufe  in  my  illnefs. 
All  I  have  to  fay  is,  that  the 
Ambaffador  of  France  has  or- 
ders  not  to  chanee  a  word  in 

the 


Rodrigo. 


A  Aix,  le  30  Avr. 
Monfieur,  S.N.  1668. 

JE  troupe  ma  fardé  fort  e- 
br antee ,  id  d  Dieu  ne  piafe 
que  les  accidens,  qu ejl  capablede 
me  caufer  le  depit  que  je  rcjfens 
du  train  que  prennent  les  ay  ai¬ 
res,  viennent  fe  joindre  a  mon 
indifpoftion .  Tout  ce  que  j’ai  d 
dire  c  eJL  que  t  AmbaJJadeur  de 

France 
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the  proje¿d  as  prepared  by  our 
Miniíders at  Paris  :  the  Dutch 
Ambaílador  has  the  fame  or- 
ders  from  his  maídcrs :  the 
Nuncio  preñes  the  figning 
without  any  change  ;  and  all 
the  Germán  Miniíders  are  of 
the  fame  opinión. 

The  Barón  refufes  to  fign 
without  another  order  from 
Bruffels  :  upan  which  the 
French  Ambaílador  preñes 
both  me  and  Monfieur  Be- 
verning  to  give  him  an  a¿d, 
wherein  we  are  to  witnefs, 
that  he  has  been  ready  to  fign 
ever  fince  the  arrival  of  the 
projeet.  The  Dutch  Ambaf- 
fador  proteíds  he  cannot  re¬ 
fu  fe  ;  and  beñdes,  that,  if  the 
Barón  vvill  not  fign  to-mor- 
row,  he  will  depajrt,  and  re- 
turn  for  Holland.  The  moíd 
Chriídian  King  has  fent  all  his 
oíñcers  into  the  fíele!,  and  in- 
tends  to  follow  them  in  per- 
fon  :  fo  that  our  Miniíders  at 
Paris  apprehend  lome  new  ac- 
cidents,  unlefs  they  are  pre- 
vented  by  figning  the  treaty. 
For  myfeif,  I  ha  ve  inftruédi- 
ons  to  ufe  all  means  for  ad- 
vancing  the  peace  in  concert 
with  the  Dutch  Ambaílador  ; 
and  can  by  no  means  difagree 
with  his  refolutions.  I  bear 
with  what  patience  I  can  the 
mortiheation  to  fee  that  I 
muid  pafs  for  a  perfon  whom 
your  Excellency  has  impofed 
on,  by  giving  me  an  order 
which  your  Miniíler  was  not 

to 


Willtam  ‘Temple , 

Fr  anee  a  ordre  de  ne  changer  pas 
un  feul  mot  an  projet  de  nos  Mi- 
nijires  quifont  'a  Paris.  Celui 
d’ Hollande  a  les  memes  ordres  ; 
le  Nonce  du  Pape  prefije  la  fig- 
naíure ,  Id  infijle  Jur  le  ineme 
point :  enfin  tous  les  Minijlres 
d*  Allemagne  font  dans  le  me  me 
fientiment. 

Le  Barón  de  Bergeyck  refufe 
a  figner  fians  un  nouvel  ordre  de 
Bruxelles  :  lu-dejjus  P Amb ajfia  - 
deur  de  Frailee  prejfie  id  moi  Id 
Monfieur  Bcverning  de  luí  don - 
ner  un  aóle^  dans  lequel  nous 
temoignions ,  que  y  depuisP arrivee 
du  projet ,  il  a  été  tous  les  jcurs 
pret  a  figner *  U  Amb  ajfia  deur  di 
Hollande  protejle  qutl  ne  peut 
pas  le  lui  refufer  ;  íd  que  meme^ 
Ji  le  Barón  de  Bergeyck  ne  figne 
pas  dans  la  journee  de  demainx 
il  partirá  d’ici  pour  s  en  retour- 
ner  en  Hollande.  Le  Roy  Tres 
Chretien  a  fait  partir  tous  fes 
Officiers  pour  aller  ouvrir  la  cam - 
pagne ,  id  il  pretend  les  fuivre 
en  perfonne ;  de  forte  que  nos 
Minijlres  a  Paris  apprebendent 
de  no  uve  a ux  def ordres ,  Ji  on 
n  ar rete  tout  ce  gr and mouvement 
par  la  [ivnaturc  du  traite.  Pour 
moi y  les  injtructions  que  j  ai  re- 
fuesy  portent  que  je  népargne 
fien  pour  avancer  la  paix,  id 
que  je  fidJJ'e  toutes  chofes  de  con¬ 
cert  avec  P  Ambajfiadeur  dd  Hol- 
landey  id  je  ne  puis  en  aucune 
forte  me  departir  de  fes  refolu¬ 
tions.  Je  porte  le  plus  patiem • 
ment  que  je  puis ,  la  mortifica - 
tion  de  pajjer  pour  un  homme 
dont  V .  E*  s\Jl  jome ,  lors  qu 
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to  obey  :  but  I  cannot  bear 
with  patience  to  fee  tbat  the 
affairsof  all  Chriftendommuft 
be  abíolutely  ruined  by  a  ca- 
price  of  the  Barón  deBergeyck. 
For  I  will  not,  as  others  do, 
impute  to  your  Excellency 
íuch  a  feint  as  tbat  of  draw- 
ing  from  us  all  aíTurances  you 
demanded,  upon  your  promife 
pf  immediately  figning  the 
treaty,  and  then  of  giving  me 
a  fort  of  order  to  the  Barón, 
contradidfed  before  by  a  coun- 
ter  order  in  fecret. 


I  fhould  nothave  leftBruf- 
fels,  had  not  your  Excellency 
aíTured  me,  that  the  Barón 
íhould  íign  without  delay, 
whenever  I  judged  it  nectí- 
fary.  I  now  find  it  fo  ;  and 
have  told  him  it  is  fo  very  ne- 
ceíTary,  that,  Ibelieve,  France 
would  not  have  carried  great- 
er  advantages,  ñor  triumphed 
more  upon  the  winning  of  a 
battle,  than  on  the  advances 
they  have  made  in  this  affair, 

For  myfelf,  I  was  never  in 
mylife  ir>  greater  mortifica- 
tion,  than  what  I  have  borne 
in  this  affair.  I  am,  &c. 


elle  ni  a  fait  expeaier  un  crdrc 
auquel  on  ne  devoit  pus  oléir ,  & 
que  votre  Mimjlre  a  en  effet  é- 
¡ude  ;  man  je  ne  puis  voir  qua- 
vec  la  derniére  enquietude  que 
toutes  les  a jf aires  de  la  Cbr ¿tien¬ 
te  Je  brouitlent  id  fe  pcrdent  par 
lefeul  caprke  du  Barón  de  Ber~ 
geyck.  Car  je  me  gar de  bien  dt 
fuppcfcr ,  comme  les  autresy  une 
feinte  en  V .  E.  id  de  luí  attrl- 
buer  de  nous  avoir  tendu  un  pi- 
ege,  en  tirant  de  nous  les  affu- 
r anees  demandees ,  fur  la  promef 
fe  de  faire  auffitot figner  le  traite  ; 
fcf  enfláte  de  ni avoir  charge  di  un 
ordre  pour  le  Barón  de  Ber geyck , 
qui  par  avance  etoit  detruit  par 
une  inftrudlion  Jecrette. 

Je  naurois  jamais  partí  de 
Bruxclles ,  fi  V.  E.  ne  niaveit 
affurt  de  bouche ,  que  le  Barón 
Jigneroit  fans  y  manquer  tout  auf- 
Jitot  que  je  jugerois  la  ehofe  ab- 
folument  necejfaire .  JSlous  nous 
fommes  vus ,  id  je  lui  ai  reprc- 
fenté  la  ehofe  fi  prejjce ,  fi  necef- 
faire ,  que  je  crol  que  la  France 
7i  a  pas  r emporté  plus  di  avan- 
tage ,  ni  ne  fe  foit  crig'ee  a  elle - 
me  me  un  plus  grand  triomphe 
par  le  gain  di  une  bataille  quepan 
les.  avances  qu  elle  a  faites  en 
cette  occafion. 

Pour  moi ,  je  nal  eu  de  ma 
vie  une  plus  grande  mortifi catión 
que  celle  que  j  ai  effuyée  en  cette 
rencontre.  Je  fui  s,  tfc „ 
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To  Mr.  Williamfon . 

SIR,  .  Aix,  April  30,  N.  S.  1668. 

Y  Mafler  being  Rept  in  his  becl  by  an  illnefs 
that  feized  him  the  firft  night  of  his  arrival 
here,  and  fince  increaíed  upon  him  by  the  conftraints 
he  was  forced  to  the  next  day  in  the  reception  of  the 
feveral  AmbaíTadors,  hath  commanded  me  to  give 
you  the  account  of  his  journey  hither;  and  defires 
you  wiil  help  it  to  pafs  with  my  Lord  Arlington  for 
that  promife,  which  he  made  in  his  laíl,  of  doing  it 
himjfelf  to  his  Lordfhip  upon  the  next  occafion. 

He  parted  from  BruíTels  upon  the  24th  of  this 
month  with  nine  and  twenty  perfons  in  his  company, 
of  which  ten  in  his  ov/n  livery.  Befides  thofe  who 
belonged  to  him,  my  Lord  Stafford,  Captain  Bru- 
midge,  and  Captain  Wefely,  did  him  the  favour  to 
accompany  him  in  his  journey,  and  twenty  of  the 
Marquis’s  guard  for  his  fecurity,  till  he  carne  the  fe- 
cond  night  into  the  land  of  Liege.  The  firft  night  at 
Louvain  paflfed  without  any  ceremony,  not  taking 
upon  him  any  new  charaóler  in  the  Spaniíh  domini- 
ons  :  the  fecond  night  he  lodged  at  Hirkinraedt,  a 
very  rich  Abbey  of  Bernardin  nuns,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived  as  the  King  oí  Engiand’s  AmbaíTador.  The 
next  morning  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town  of  Hallel 
fent  to  inform  whether  he  pafíed  by  -their  town  of 
Hafiel  in  his  way  to  Maeílricht,  to  the  cnd  they  might 
do  him  the  honour  due  to  his  charaéler :  hut  my  Ma- 
íter  defiring  to  avoid  thofe  ceremonies  chofe  to  pafs  a 
prívate  way  about  a  mile  from  the  town ;  however, 
he  found  all  the  ,road  where  it  lay  over-againíl  the 
town  crouded  with  people,  and  among  them  the 
Magiftrates  of  the  town,  who  in  the  highway  enter- 
tained  him  with  a  fpeech,  a  banquet,  great  flore  of 

wine. 
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wine,  and  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town  at  the  fame 
time. 

The  fame  night  he  arrived  at  Maeftncht,  having 
only  fent  an  ordinary  fervant  before  to  take  up  his 
lodgings  :  near  the  town  he  was  met  by  a  Gendeman 
from  the  Rhingrave,  to  tell  him,  that,  if  the  hour  of 
his  arrival  had  been  known,  he  would  himíelf  have 
met  him  on  the  way ;  but  however  would  not  fail  to 
do  it  at  his  coming  to  town.  He  was  received  there 
by  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town,  the  garrifon  ranged 
through  the  ílreets  as  he  paíled,  and  at  the  end  of 
them  a  volley  of  their  fmall.fhót.  At  his  inn  he  was 
immediately  vilited  by  the  Rhingrave,  and  after  him. 
by  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town.  The  next  morning 
he  returned  a  vifrt  to  the  Rhingrave,  who  would  by 
forcé  accompany  him  back  to  his  inn.  As  he  went 
out,  he  had  all  the  great  guns  of  the  town  thrice  round, 
and  greater  vollies  of  fhot  than  the  night  before,  and 
the  Rhingrave  met  him  in  his  coach  about  half  a 
mile  out  of  town,  to  perform  his  laft  compliment, 
having  told  my  Lord  Stafford  that  he  had  exprefs 
orders  from  the  States  to  do  all  the  honour  that  was 
poílible  both  to  his  charafter  and  his  perfon, 

From  Maeílricht,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  Barón  de 
Fraifheim  here,  to  give  him  notice  of  his  intended  ar¬ 
rival  upen  Friday  the  zyú\,  but,  withal,  to  defire  him 
to  keep  it  prívate,  that  fo  he  might  enter  with  little 
noife  or  ceremony,  in  regard  he  carne  upon  a  fudden 
journey  and  a  very  fhort  ftay,  and  therefore  with  the 
train  of  the  King’s  Refident  at  Brufiels,  rather  than 
that  of  his  Ambaflador.  The  Barón  de  Fraifheim  did 
his  part  in  fuppreffing  the  knowledge  ot  it,  but  the 
town,  having  notice  by  orders  they  had  given  at 
Maeftricht  to  that  purpofe,  fentone  to  meet  him  in  the 
midway  with  a  compliment,  and  delire  that  they 
might  reccive  him  as  they  had  done  other  AmbaíTa- 
3  dors. 
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dors.  My  Maíler  referred  it  to  them  to  do  as  thejf 
pleafed,  and  the  rather  becaufe  he  heard  that  the 
French  AmbaíTador  had  made  a  lolemn  entryabout 
fix  days  before,  with  a  very  great  train  and  ceremony ; 
and  he  thought,  by  this  more  prívate  entry,  to  avoid 
the  expeftation  of  any  other :  fo  he  was  received  in 
the  town  with  all  the  guns  and  the  Burghers  in  arms, 
and  complímented  immediately  at  his  arrival  both 
from  the  Magiftrates  of  the  town,  and  a  Commander 
of  the  Duke  of  Newburg’s  to  afilire  him  that  the 
Duke  had  given  him  orders  for  two  hundred  horfe  to 
attend  him  upon  the  confines,  and  to  accompany  him 
into  the  town,  as  he  had  done  the  French  ambafía- 
dor  at  his  folemn  entry,  and  that  the  Barón  of  Frai- 
fheim’s  aflurance  of  his  deíiring  to  enter  privately 
had  only  prevented  that  attendance. 

The  night  of  his  arrival,  my  Maíler  went  about  ten 
o’clock  incógnito  to  the  Dutch  Ambafifador’s  houfe, 
refolving  to  tell  him,  that,  upon  his  arrival  here,  he 
intended  to  live  after  another  fort  with  him  than  with 
any  of  the  other  Ambafladors,  as  well  in  refpeft  of 
the  near  alliance  between  their  Mafíers,  as  of  their 
mediation.  The  Dutch  AmbaíTador  happened  to  be 
in  bed,  but,  having  heard  of  my  Maíter’s  intentions, 
carne  and  vifited  him  early  the  next  morning  without 
train  or  ceremony,  and  gave  him  full  inforrnation  of 
all  that  had  palíed  here,  which  made  good  v/hat  we 
met  with  every-where  upon  the  road,  that  nothing  in 
the  peace  could  be  done  till  the  arrival  of  the  King’s 
AmbaíTador  here. 

My  Mafter’s  indifpofition  that  morning  delayed  his 
fending  to  give  the  feveral  public  Minifters  advice  of 
his  arrival  till  about  ten  o’clock,  and  then  he  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  compliments ;  firft  from  the  French,  and 
then  from  the  Spaniíh  Ambafladors,  which  were  re- 
turned  that  morning,  and  fucceeded  in  the  añernoon 
by  vifits  from  them  both  in  the  fame  order. 

My 
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My  Mafter,  upon  his  firft  interview  with  the  Hol- 
land  Ambaffador,  enquircd  of  him  what  intercourfe 
had  paíTed  between  him  and  the  Pope’  nuncio  ;  and 
finding  that,  after  fome  offices  by  third  perfons  be¬ 
tween  them,  it  had  ftopped  upon  fome  difficulties 
without  coming  to  any  vifits  or  formal  compliments  > 
he  fpake  to  my  Lord  Stafford,  when  he  made  a  vifit 
of  himfelf  to  the  Nuncio,  to  Jet  him  know  in  com- 
mon  converfation,  that  my  mafter,  finding,  by  what 
had  paffied  between  him  and  the  Dutch  Ambaffador, 
that  the  fame  difficulties  were  like  to  befal  h¡m,  had 
omitted  to  give  him  any  advice  of  his  arrival,  but  to 
tell  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  very  much  a 
fervant  to  the  merits  of  the  Cardinal  Padrone,  upon 
his  acquaintance  with  him  at  Brufiels,  and  was  very 
o-lad  to  hear  of  the  continuance  of  his  health  lince  his 
íaft  recovery  :  and  fo  that  matter  ended,  as  I  fuppofe  : 
my  Mafter  having  no  inftruftion  in  that  point,  and 
therefore  defiring,  as  civilly  as  he  could,  to  take  this 
occafion  of  avoiding  farther  commerce  with  him.  I 
have  nothing  elfe  worth  giving  ycu  the  trouble  of, 
but  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Tho.  Downton. 


“Ti?  the  Eleñor  of  Mentz.  A  l’Elefteur  de  Mayence. 


dix,  May  2  y 
SIRy  N.S.  1668. 

'T'Hough  my  own  indifpofi- 
tion,  and  MoníieurSchou- 
borne’s  affairs,  deprived  me  of 
the  happinefs  of  feeing  him 
fince  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I 
would  not  hovvever  delay  any 
longer  to  ackno  wledge  the  ho- 
nour  ofyourHighnefs’s  letter 
of  the  nth  pait,  and  to  malee 
vou  the  offers  of  my  fervices 

(fines 


Aix,  le  2  Mav, 
Monfieur,  S.  N.  1668# 
(¡SUoique  mon  indifpofttiony  & 
Gí\^les  a jf aires  de  Monjieur 
Schouborne  iríayent  empeché  de 
le  voir  depuis  mon  arrivée  en 
cette  ville  ;  je  n  ai  pourtant  pas 
vquIu  dijferer  plus  longicms  fans 
me  fervir  de  cette  voye  pour  rc~ 
connoítre  Vhonneur  que  V • 

??i  a  fait  par  fa  lettre  du  12  du 
pafsey  &  fans  lui  envoy  er  dans 
une  des  miennes  les  offres  de  mes 

fervices ; 


V 


✓ 
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(fince  of  the  King  my  Mafter’s 
affe&ion  your  Highnefs  wants 
no  teftimonies.)  ín  the  mean 
while  I  fend  your  Highnefs 
the  agreeable  news  of  the 
peace,  the  treaties  whereof  I 
have  at  prefent  in  my  hands  ; 
one  figned  in  prefence  of  the 
Dutch  AmbaíTador,  and  the 
other  in  mine ;  which  I  was 
glad  to  obtain  by  precaution, 
fo  to  furmount  the  difíiculties 
raifed  upon  delivering  the  in- 
ílruments  to  the  Nuncio.  I 
give  your  Highnefs  joy  of  an 
aftair  fo  important  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  Germany  ;  and  your 
Highnefs  may  juftly  do  the 
farne  to  the  King  my  mafter, 
who,  though  at  diftance,  and 
out  of  danger  of  this  fíame, 
has  however  contributed  more 
to  the  extinguiíhing  of  it,  than 
ali  thofe  who  were  moíl  inter- 
efted  in  the  neighbourhood. 
And,  fince  this  peace,  as  vvell 
as  that  of  Portugal,  has  fo 
juftly  givenhis  Majefty  a  rank 
fo  high  among  the  Pacifici ; 
your  Highnefs  wili  join  your 
prayers  tomine,  that  God  Al- 
mighty  will  pleafe  to  add  alfo 
to  his  characfer  the  Bcati . 
And,  as  your  Highnefs  has  all 
reafon  to  believe  the  King  my 
Mafter  your  friend,  fo  1  beg 
your  Highnefs  to  efteem  me 
always,  Sir,  your  Highnefs’s 
moíl,  &c. 


fiervices ;  je  dis  de  mes  fiervicesi 
car  pour  V  afije  ¿lion  du  Rci  morí 
Maitre  elle  ejl  afifiez  connu'é  a 
V»  A.  &  na  pas  befioin  de  mon 
temoignage .  En  méme  tems  je 
donnerai  a  V ’•  A .  une  no  uv elle 
bien  agréable ,  puifique  je  lui  ap- 
prendrai  que  la  paix  ejl  cGnclue , 
tí*  qua  rbeure  que  je  luí  e cris ? 
les  traites  en  font  entre  mes 
mains ;  /’ un  fign'e  en  prefence 
de  r Ambafifiadeur  d' Hollando  y 
&  Vautre  en  la  mienne ,  ce  que 
fi ai  été  bien-aifie  d’obtenir  par 
precaution ,  C3*  afin  de  furmonter 
les  dififi  cuites  fiurvenués  lors  qu’on 
a  limé  les  injlrumens  a  Mon - 
Jieur  le  Nonce.  Je  aonne  a  V, 
A .  toute  la  joye  cT une  afifaire 
qui  importoit  au  bonheur  de  V  Al- 
lemagne ,  comme  elle  la  donnera 
avec  jufiicc  au  Roi  mon  Maitre  ; 
ozr,  quoiqii  éloigné  &  a  couvert 
des  fiammes  qui  devoroient  tañí 
de  país,  on  dirá  pourtant  avec 
jufilice  qidil  a  feul  plus  contri - 
bué  a  éteindre  cet  embrafernent , 
que  tous  ceux  qui  en  étoient  & 
les  plus  voifims  &  les  plus  alar¬ 
mes»  Et  puifque  cette paix ,  auf- 
fi  bien  que  cále  de  Portugal ,  a  Ji 
legitime  riont  place  fa  Majejié 
dans  le  plus  haut  rang  entre  les 
Pacifici ;  V,  A,  joindra  fies  pri¬ 
ores  aux  miennes ,  afin  que  le  bon 
Dieu  y  ajeníe  aufifii  les  Beati. 
Et  comme  elle  a  tout  lien  de  croire 
le  Roi  mon  Maitre  de  fies  amis^ 
je  la  prie  aufifii  de  mefitimer  toü- 
jours ?  Monfieur ,  &c. 
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Lo  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Aix,  May  8,  N.  S.  1668. 

SInce  my  laft  I  have  received  your  Lordlhip’s  oí 
the  1 7th  and  2oth,  which  both  complain  of  the 
ill  fíate  wherein  the  Swediíh  treatv  then  ftood,  and 

0 

command  my  applicarions  to  the  Marqtiis  tor  a  re- 
medy. 

I  have  infufed  it  all  I  could  poíTibly  into  the  Bardn 
de  Bergeyck  at  his  return  from  henee  to  Brolléis, 
which  was  in  hafte,  and  immediately  after  the  figning 
and  difpatching  away  the  inftruments  of  the  treatv. 
Some  here  attribute  his  hafte  to  an  intentioñ  of  avoid- 
ing  any  fpeech  of  a  general  guaranty  for  the  pcace, 
which,  with  ib  many  difficulties  and  delays  before  the 
figning,  as  well  as  lo  many  declamations  againft  the 
violence  and  injuftice  in  prefiing  him  to  it,  are  evidence 
enough  of  the  forcé  by  which  the  Spaniards  have  been 
compelled  to  it ;  though  I  doubt  of  their  being  this 
a.o-e  in  a  condition  of  makins;  better  ufe  of  it.  Fcr 
my  part,  I  was  of  opinión,  that  fince  Don  John  was 
neither  arrived  with  fupplies,  ñor  hardly  expeóted  in 
any  time ;  fince  Holland  was  fo  defperately  bent  lip¬ 
ón  the  peace,  without  any  refpeft  to  the  Spaniíh  ho- 
nour  or  intereft,  farther  than  joined  immediately  with 
their  own  •,  fince  Spain  had  not  been  able  to  find 
means  to  engagehis  Majeftyor  Swedetl  in  their  quat- 
fel  by  fupplies  ncceffary  to  both  Crowns  *,  and  fince 
his  Majefty  was  not  in  a  condition  of  entering  into 
the  bufinefs  fingle,  upon  confiderations  of  honour, 
juftice,  or  a  remóte  danger  :  and  confequently,  fince 
lipón  the  projecls  made  both  "at  a  time  in  París,  it 
grew  evident  to  Spain,  falkit  paffer  par  leí  cu  'par 
les  fenejir es :  upon  ail  thcfe  confiderations,  I  fay,  1  was 
of  opinión  that  the  Spaniards  bufinefs  was  to  end 
frankly  and  immediately  upon  my  arrival  here,  there- 
•*  V o l .  F  f  '  •  bv 
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by  to  havc  more  time  for  bringing  the  ratifícatiorrs 
of  the  treaty  íigned  here  from  Spain  within  this* 
month,.  and  fo  avoid  all  pretexts  (which  I  expedted) 
of  F  rance’s  breaking  the  bufinefs,  and  which  I  knew 
they  would  be  ílrongly  tempted  to  by  the  Spaniards 
want  or  negleft  of  preparations,  and  by  our  difconcert 
for  their  defence.  Upon  thefe  confiderations,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  have  préfíed  as  hard  upon  the  Barón  de  Ber- 
geyck,  as  the  Dutch  AmbaíTador  himfelf,  to  finiíh  the 
affair,  ever  fince  my  arrival,  and  was  at  an  end  of  my 
patience  to  fee  him  flop  it  upon  fuch  ílight  and  un- 
realonable  pretences  as  his  two  laít  •,  which  were,  firíl, 
not  to  infert  his  powers,  becaufe  both  his  and  thofe 
of  France  were  íharp  upon  the  rife  of  the  war ;  but 
Moníieur  Colbert’s  were  fent  in  that  ílyle  fince  his 
arrival  here,  and  only  in  return  of  the  Marquisas,  fince 
thofe  he  brought  with  him  were  foft  and  without  any 
refledtion-s  :  the  Barón  had  been  advifed  by  Manfieur 
Beverning  at  his  firíl  coming  to  have  them  changed, 
had  three  weeks  to  do  it,  and  yet  made  no  difficulty 
upon  it  till  after  the  treaty  was  figned,  and  the  pow- 
ers  carne  to  be  inferted,  which  he  refufed  to  fuffer,. 
faying,  he  expeóted  new  and  fofter  powers  within  two 
or  three  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  would  have  had 
the  inílruments  difpatched  away  without  any  tran- 
fcription  of  the  powers,  though  in  the  treaty  mention- 
ed  as  inferted:  and  I  believe  France  would  not  have 
wifhed  a  better  occafion  to  delay  the  bufinefs  beyond 
a  pofiibility  of  being  ratiJSed  within  the  time.  This 
difficulty  took  up  a  whole  day  after  the  fígning ;  and,, 
when  the  Barón  was  beaten  out  of  it  by  main  forcé, 
he  threw  us  upon  a  worfe  ;  for  whereas  his  firíl  pow¬ 
ers,  and  all  he  had  ever  given  copies  or,  or  mentioned 
to  any  Minifter  here,  had  only  run,  as  deputed  from 
the  Marquis  with  the  lame  power  to  treat  and  conclude 
as  if  his  Majeíty  had  been  here  in  perfon  *,  when  he  in¬ 
ferted  his  powers,.  after  having  made  Monfieur  Col- 
'  2  b crt!á. 
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bertas  exprefs  toílay  awhole  day,  he  brings  theinftrií- 
ment  with  a  power  agreeing  in  all  words  vvith  the  firft,- 
but  only  thofe  of  Ambafíador  and  Plenipotentiary 
joined  to  his  deputation,  which  put  Monfieur  Colberc 
into  fuch  a  rage,  that  he  was  ready  to  tear  all  in 
pieces  *,  and,  for  five  hours,  Monfieur  Beverning  and 
I  could  draw  no  other  aníwer  irom  the  Barón,  but 
that  it  was  imponible  for  him  to  do  any  otherwiie, 
protefting  he  had  no  other  power  here,  the  firft  having 
been  returned  to  the  Marquis  upon  the  tranfmiffion 
of  this,  the  advice  of  which  he  faid  he  had  receivcd 
from  Monfieur  Beverning.  With  Monfieur  Colbert 
we  had  no  hopes  of  prevailing  to  have  his  new  ftyle 
allowed,  ñor  had  we  indeed  any  realon  to  preís  it,  be- 
ing  oífered  upon  a  furprife,  and  there  being  no  colour 
for  the  Marquis  being  qualified  to  fend  an  AmbaíTa- 
dor  upon  this  occafion  I  was  five  hours  upon  the 
rack  with  the  opinión  the  bufmefs  would  abfolutely 
break  by  the  delays  this  would  occafion  ^  and  indeed 
out  of  all  patience  with  the  Barón,  not  believing  it 
pofíible  he  could  be  without  his  firft  powers  by  him  ; 
and  Monfieur  Beverning  and  he  were  at  thofe  heighths, 
that  they  were  feveral  times  upon  the  point  of  draw- 
ing  their  fwords  in  my  room,  and  I  believe  had  done 
it  in  any  other  place.  But,  after  all,  the  Barón  con- 
feífed  he  had  his  firft  powers,  and  order  to  inferí  therri 
if  he  could  not  make  the  other  pafs,  but  inítruótions 
to  endeavoiir  that  to  the  utmoft ;  which,  to  give  him 
his  due,  he  afted  to  a  heighth  that  I  could  never  have 
done  without  ftraini-ng  my  own  truth  as  well  as  my  bu- 
finefs.  And  fo  upon  the  4th  at  night  all  ended.  My 
diífatisfaAfion  with  the  Barón  de  Bergeyck’s  conduft 
fince  I  carne  hither  was,  I  confefs,  verv  great,  and 
my  expreífions  upon  it  very  free  iri  my  feveral  ex- 
preífes  to  the  Marquis,  who,  it  feems,  takes  part  in  it, 
and  owns  it  fo  far,  as  to  feem  moft  extremely  ill  fa- 
tisoed  with  the  Minifters  ufing  fo  much  earneftnefs 
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here  i n  bcating  him  out  of  all  thofe  defigns.  I  have 
had  three  feveral  letters  from  his  Kxcellency,  fince  my 
being  here,  opon  that  iubjeff,  but  all  fo  ill-humoured 
and  lo  emportees,  that  I  think  they  had  been  better 
fpared,  and,  though  what  was  pardcular  to  me,  civil 
enough,  yet  lome  expreffions  concerning  the  general 
proceeding,  wherein  1  had  the  chiefeft  part,  fo  pi- 
quantes ,  that  I  think  1  have  reaion  to  refent,  and  am 
lu re  have  not  deferved  it  from  any  public  Minilter 
either  there  or  here  ;  and,  having  anfwered  them  ac- 
cordingly,  I  know  not  upon  what  terms  we  are  like  to 
be  upon  my  return  ;  and  therefore  could  not  forbear 
giving  yot>r  Lordfhip  the  trouble  of  this  relation,  to 
juílify  myfelf  not  only  to  your  Lordfhip-,  for  there  I 
am  fure  it  will  not  nced  ;  but,  if  yon  think  fit,  to  the- 
Count  Molina,  and  the  Barón  d’ lfola  too,,  who  may 
perhaps  haye  received  letters  from  the  Marquis  upon 
our  procéedings  here  of  the  fame  ítyle  that  I  have 
done. 

I  have  been  the  more  earneíl  in  bringing  this  mat- 
ter  to  an  iífue  here  (which  the  Holland  Ambaífador 
fays  had  never  been  done  without  me)  becaufe  I  con- 
ceived  by  all  I  have  had  from  your  Lordfhip,  as  well 
as  from  other  hands,  not  only  that  vou  defired  it  in 
England,  but  that  the  peace  was  neceífary  for  the  con*- 
llitution  of  his  Majeíty’s  prefent  affairs  :  and,  fince  he 
has  had  the  glory  of  making  two  peaces  fo  irnportant, 
we  have  now  nothing  to  wifh  but  to  lee  him  in  a  condi- 
tion  to  make  war  as  well  as  peace,  whenever  the  honour 
and  interefts  of  his  Crowns  fhail  make  it  neceífary;  íof 
that  neceffity  can,  I  fuppofe,  be  no  ways  long  avoided, 
but  by  our  being  in  a  poíture  to  welcome  it  whenever 
it  comes,  and  to  make  advantage  of  it.  And  1  think 
the  beffc  time  to  fall  into  counfels  tending  to  this  ercat 
end  will  be  after  the  concluíion  of  this  general  peace, 
when  no  engagement  abroad  forces  his  Majefiy  to 
have  fo  much  nced  of  money  from  his  pcople.  Fot 
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the  time  to  repair  the  harms  that  ftorms  have  done  a 
bou  fe,  is  in  fair  weather  *,  and,  to  mend  a  leaky  íhip, 

flxe  muft  be  brought  aíhore. 

God  of  heaven  fend  your  Lordfhip  to  be  an  happy 
inftrument  in  the  propoíal  and  application  of  iuch 
counfels,  and  that  we  may  take  warning  by  the  pool 
Spaniards  example,  vvhofe  ill  condudt  of  late  in  the 
government  has  fo  far  fubjeóted  them  to  their  neigh- 
bours  difefteem,  and  íniolence,  and  humoui,  as  well 
as  to  their  conquefts,  violence,  and  oppreíTion  j  which 
I  confefs  have  been  enough  to  put  them  upon  fuch 
deiperate  counfels,  as  your  Lordfhip  mentions,  of  giv- 
ing  up  all  tothe  French  in  thefe  countries,  rather  than 
be5 the  bare  guardians  of  others  frontiers.  And  yet 
all  thefe  misfortunes  are  the  natural  confequences  of 
their  condudt,  and  will  never  fail  befalling  any  Prince 
that  follows  their  example.  I  wifh  that  might  befal 
the  French  to  temper  a  little  fuch  an  over-grown 
greatnefs ;  but  1  doubt  it  much,  from  the  preíent 
King’s  difpofitions,  among  whofe  qualities  thofe  of 
careleíTnefs  or  laviíhing  his  treafures,  I  am  afraid,  are 
none:  therefore  I  wifh  him  engaged  in  lome  veiy 
charming  pleaiures,  or  elle  in  fome  more  difficult  en- 
terprifes  than  his  la’l,  and  where  we  may  not  have  fo 
great  a  fhare :  that  which  they  talle  on  he  re  may  pof- 
fibly  prove  fo,  which  is  drawing  or  forcing  the  Em¬ 
pire  to  chufe  the  Dauphin  King  of  the  Romans  ;  for 
though  his  party  be  grown  ftrangely  powerfulin  Ger- 
rnany,  and,  if  Brandenburgh  be  fallen  into  it  as  is 
believed,  none  will  be  left  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
that  I  know  of,  unlefs  Saxony  and  Triers ;  yet  fuch 
a  body,  fo  differently  compofed  as  the  Empire,  íliould 
methinks  very  harclly  nxove  all  one  way  in  any  new 
courfe. 

Monfieur  Colbert  talks  of  his  mafters  fending  im- 
mediately  ten  or  fifteen  thoufand  men  for  the  relief  of 
Candy,  which  were  a  glorious  and  Chriftian  counlel, 
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and,  in  all  wavs  that  can  be,  to  be  cheriffied  and  ap- 
plauded :  and,  if  any  offices  could  be  done  towards 
engaging  the  French  Covirt  in  that  defign  by  us  or 
the  Dutch,  I  think  they  are  not  ill  beftowed  *,  about 
which  I  have  entertained  Monfieur  Beverning,  who 
is  of  my  rffind,  and  have  infinuated  the  fame  notions 
among  the  Germán  Minifters  here,  who  fwallow  it 
greedily  ;  and  I  hope  it  may  take  effeét,  and  help  to 
free  all  thele  parts  of  the  jealoufy  which  fo  great  an 
army  muíl  needs  give,  as  this  peace  is  like  to  leave 
idle  upon  the  French  hands. 

I  intend  to  begin  my  journey  to  Bruffds  to-mor- 
row,  Monfieur  Beverning  being  gone  to-day ;  but  I 
doubt  I  ffiall  be  five  or  fix  days  upon  the  way,  any 
thing  now  that  preíTes  me  to  more  than  ordinary 
halle. 

I  received  600 1.  owing  me  upon  my  employment 
there  before  my  coming  away,  and  was  very  forry  to 
find  by  a  letter  of  my  wife’s,  that  the  fear  fne  had  of 
my  being  difappointed  in  that  particular  made  her 
draw  up  a  memorial,  which  it  feemg  the  counfel  was 
troubled  with,  about  my  prívate  concernments.  t  may 
very  truly  and  juftly  diíown  it,  as  í  do,  and  hope  íhe 
will  be  pardoned  for  too  forward  a  care  and  concern- 
ment  in  that  bufinefs :  for,  as  to  the  charge  of  my 
journey  here,  when  your  Lordfhip  thinks  fit  to  com- 
jnand  it,  I  ffiall  íend  you  the  exaét  account,  which  my 
fecretary  keeps,  of  all  I  fpend,  and  leave  it  in  your 
Lordffiip’s  hands,  for  his  Majeíly  to  do  as  he  pleafes 
in  it;  which  is  all  the  trouble  I  ffiall  give  you  or  my- 
felf  about  it.  I  am  ever,  with  equal  paffion  and  truth, 
&c. 
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Te  the  Marquh  of  Cajlel-  Au  Marquis  de  Caftel- 
Rodngo.  Rodrigo. 


jílxj  May  8, 
My  Lord ,  N*  S.  1668. 

T  Received  yours  of  the  4th 
*  inftant ;  and  am  glad  your 
Excellency  is  fo  extremely  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  moderation(as 
you  are  pleafed  to  ftyle  it)  of 
the  Barón  deBergeyck,  while 
at  the  fame  time  you  are  fo 
much  provoked  at  the  com- 
plaints  I  made  of  his  condu£i 
here.  I  íhall  always  openly 
confefs,that  feeingDon  J  uan’s 
arrival  with  the  intended  fup- 
plies  delayed,  and  perhaps 
wholly  fruftrated ;  feeing  Hol- 
land  fo  defperately  fond  of  the 
peace,  withoutconfi dering  the 
interefts  of  Spain  ;  feeing  the 
Emperor  appear  wholly  difin- 
tereíled  in  the  matter  ;  feeing 
Spain  had  ufed  no  endeavours 
to  engage  the  Ring  my  Ma- 
fter  ,or  S  weden,otherwife  than 
by  fair  words  ;  and  that  his 
Majefty  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion  to  enter  into  the  affair 
alone,  upon  puré  confidera- 
tions  of  generofityor  ofadan- 
ger  at  diftance  :  feeing  alio, 
that  Spain  approved  even  the 
firft  projeü  of  peace  drawn 
by  Monfieur  de  Lionne  1  I 
thought,  upon  all  thefe  confi- 
derations,  that  it  was  their  in- 
tereíl  fincerely  to  finiíh  the 
affair,  and  gain  the  moft  time 
poffible,  to  get  the  ratihea- 

tions  from  Madrid  j  and  by 

that 


^  Aix,  8  May, 
Mon-íieur,  S.  N.  1668. 

7y  Ai  re$ú  la  votre  du  4.  de 
ce  mois  ;  &  je  fuis  bien 
aife  que  V .  E.  sy  efl  fe  fort  fa- 
tisfaite  de  ce  qu  elle  appelle  la 
moder ation  dü  Barón  de  Ber - 
gcyck ■,  pendant  qu  elle  temoigne 
etre  fe  picquee  de  laigreur  que 
y  ai  fait  paroítre  en  me  plaig - 
nant  id  de  fon  procede.  J 
vonerai  tout  pubhqucment ,  que 
voyant  ret arder  avec  l  arrivéc 
de  Don  Juan ,  les  fecours  des¬ 
tines  &  promis ,  &  voyant  qu  on 
en  fercit  peut-etre  frujlre ;  voy¬ 
ant  1  Hollande  fe  éperduement 
atnoureufe  de  la  paix  fans  égard 
aux  interets  d'Efpagne  ;  voyant 
V Emper cur  jouer  dans  cette  af¬ 
fair  e  la  role  cVnn  Prince  par - 
faitement  definlereffé  \  voyant  qut 
PEfpagne  navoit  encore  agi  au - 
pres  du  Roy  mon  Maitre ,  &  au- 
pres  de  la  Suede ,  que  par  de  bol¬ 
les  paroles  ;  connoijfant  que  fa 
MajcJU  nétoit  pas  en  état  d'en - 
trer feule  dans  cette  épineufe  ne¬ 
gó  ci  ation  ;  £ff  que  pour  la  porter 
a  le  fair il  falloit  autres  chofes 
que  de  purs  ?notifs  de  gcncrofitc ; 
enfin ,  voyant  T Efpagne  elle- me  - 
me  approuver  le  pro  jet  de  Mon- 
fieur  de  Lionne ,  tel  qu  il  l  avoit 
drejfe:  faifant  attention  a  toutes 
ces  cbofees,  fai  cru  que  leur  infe¬ 
re  t  de  mando  i  t  quils  achevájfant 
franchement  1  affair e  ;  gagnant 
le  plus  de  tems  quid  feroit  pojfible 
tour  faire  venir  les  ratifications 
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that  means  take  away  from 
F  ranee  all  hopes  pr  pretext  of 
breaking,  without  fuch  an  evi- 
dence  of  falíhood  and  ambi- 
tion,  as  would  malee  Holland 
ofneceílity  engage  in  your  de- 
fence.  And  upon  the  fame 
confiderations  I  urged  the  Ba¬ 
rón  de  Éergeyck>  all  I  could, 
to  finifh  the  affair :  as  foon  as 
I  faw,  that  neither  the  Am~ 
baíTador  qfFrance  ñor  Hol¬ 
lando  any  more  than  the  Nun¬ 
cio,  would  hearken  to  propo- 
fitions  ofehanging  any  thing 
in  the  projedl;.  And,  bebdes,  1 
thougnt  all  the  difHculties  the 
Barón  made  upon  the  figning 
very  unfeaíopable,  and  of  ill 
confequenceto  the  affair ;  and 

-  _  *  (  f  *  f  •  •  J 

1  íhewed  him  how  much  he 
was  in  the  wrong  to  complain 
of  the  íharp  powers  of  Mon- 
fieur  Colbert,  which  were 
drawn  up  only  in  revenge  to 
yours,  his  formerones  having 
been  without  any  reflexión 
upon  what  was  paft  :  and  the 
Barón  deBergeyck  having  had 
three  weeks  time  to  fend  for 
fofter  powers,  and  more  pro¬ 
per  for  treating  of  a  peace:  I 
wasalfoill  fatisfíed  to  fee  him 
keep  us  three  or  four  days  on 
the  rack  till  the  affair  wasjuft 
breaking,  only  to  inferí  a  ncw 
power  with  the'word  Ambaf- 
íador,  which  the  Nuncio  never 

heard 


de  Adadrid ;  &  otant  par -la  á 
la  France  tout  pretexte ,  &  tóate 
efperance  d* en  venir  a  une  rup - 
ture  \  a  moins  qu1  elle  voulút  elle - 
mime  ctalcr  fa  honte  &  paire 
voir  fi  d  dccoüvert  fa  pnfidie  & 
fon  ambition ,  que  neceffdirement 
l  He ll ande  fe  trouveróit  engagee 
dans  votre  de f enfe.  Ces  me  mes 
confiderations  ont  fait  que  f  ai 
pouffe ,  autant  quil  ma  ete  pof- 
feble ,  d  terminer  promptement 
l  ajjaire ,  des  que  j  avois  claire- 
ment  apperfu  que  ni  V Ambajfa- 
deur  de  France ,  ni  celui  d' Hol¬ 
lar  de,  non  plus  que  le  Nance ,  ne 
vouloient  poirt  écoutcr  la  prepo - 
ftion  de  changer  quelque  chofe 
aux  termes  du  projet.  Et  mime 
jyai  regar  di  tqutes  les  dificultes 
du  Barón  de  Bergeyck  fur  la 
fignature  ccmine  faites  hors  de 
propos ,  &  d* une  facheufe  infu - 
encepour  la  conclufi onde P ajfl aire. 
Je  luí  ai  dome  le  tort  qu  il  syefl 
plaint  de  Informe  en  laquelle  c- 
toient  confies  les  pouvoirs  de 
Monfieur  Colbert  ;  il  y  a  crú  y 
entrevar  de  Paigreur ,  fans  paire 
reflexión  quils  etoient  dreffes  a 
Pimiiation ,  &  peut-ctre  d  Penvi 
des  v  oír  es ;  les  premier  s  pouvoirs 
ae  M.  Colbei't  ayant  ete  con  yus 
f  vis  aucune  relation  au  paffé ;  & 
le  Barón  de  Bergeyck  ayant  en 
trois femaines  pour paire  venir  des 
pouvoirs  plus  doux  &  plus  fria¬ 
bles  a  la  paix .  pal  ete  aufji fort 
indigne  de  ce  quils  mus  a  retenus 
trois  ou  quatre  jours  a  la  gene  ; 
&  cela  parce  qu  il  vouloit  inferer 
un  nouveau  pouvoir  avec  le  jnot 
d" Á mbajfadeur .  Le  Nance  n  en 
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fyeard  the  Barón  once  mention 
before  ;  there  being  nothing  ot 
it  in  thofe  powers  wbereot  he 
had  given  a  copy.  And,  as 
iníignificant  as  thefe  accidents 
feem  to  be,  I  tbink  thcy  were 
íuch,  that,  if  Moníicur  Col- 
bert,  either  by  his  own  dilpo- 
fition,  or  the  intereíls  of;  his 
brother,  had  not  been  very 
much  inclined  to  the  peace,  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  this  great 
moderation  of  the  Barón  de 
Bergeyck  had  wholly  ruined 
the  affair.  I  am  your,  &c. 
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avoit  lamcns  oui  parler  aupara - 
vant  au  Barón  ;  car  la  moindre 

•  y  s  z'  * 

mention  n  en  avoit  pas  ete  jaite 
dan s  les  pouvoirs  dont  íl  avoit 
dormí  ^pie.  Vuelque  legers  que 
puijfent  paroítre  de  reís  inciden s 
je  crois  pouvoir  dire ,  que  fi 
Monfuur  Colbert  par  la  fitua- 
úon  des  a ff aires  &  des  int  eréis 
de  jon  frere¡  ne  sétGit  pas  trcuvt 
tout- d-fait  porté  d  la  paix ,  je 
Juis  perjuadé  que  cette  belle  tüf 
loüable  moderation  quon  vantc  en 
Monfieur  Bergeyck  auroit  JuJfi 
pour  gáter  tout,  ye/uls^íde. 


T 9  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  BruíFels,  March  22,  N.  S.  1668. 

YOur  Lordíhip’s  of  the  firft  current  referred  me  to 
another  I  was  to  expeít  by  the  following  poft, 
with  particular  direótions  how  to  purfue  the  Swcdiíh. 
affair  here-,  but,  that  being  not  yet  arrived,  Ihavc 
hitherto  been  only  able  to  make  iome  general  diligen- 
ces  therein,  together  with  the  Holland  Deputy,  in  a 
joint  audience  this  morning.  The  Marquis’s  guard 
confiíled  chiefly  in  thefe  points  That  what  he  had 
promifed  of  fending  powers  to  the  Count  Molina  was 
ln  time  of  war,  and  with  intention  of  engaging  Swe- 
den  with  us  in  the  afFair.  That  the  peace  has  altered 
that  meafure  •,  and  though  he  had  full  powers  to  grant 
what  he  thought  fit  in  the  time  of  war,  whofe  acci¬ 
dents  admitted  not  recourfe  to  Spain,  yet  he  had  not 
the  lame  in  time  of  peace,  but  had  written  effeftually 
upon  this  íubjeét.  That,  in  the  mean  time,  he  ex¬ 
pended  to  know  the  efFeft  of  this  league,  and  íee  the 
form  of  guaranty  it  fliouid  produce,  with  what  con- 
cert,  and  what  advantages  for  the  afFairs  of  thefe  coun- 
tries,  of  which  he  had  yet  received  no  particular  ac- 
,  coont 
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count  from  the  Count  de  Molina.  That  he  did  not 
underítand  why  Spain  ihould  fatisly  the  expence  of 
thofe  months  which  the  Swedes  had  kept  up  their 
troops  only  at  the  defire  of  Holland,  and  without  any 
refleclions  upon  the  buíinefs  of  thefe  countries,  which 
was  from  the  time  of  the  conclufion  at  Breda  to  that 
of  our  league  at  the  Hague,  wherein  Count  Dona  en-  ' 
tered,  and  which  feemed  the  firft  inftance  of  the 
Swedes  concerning  themfelves  in  this  country  or 
Spain’s  affairs. 

The  Holland  Deputy  prefled  his  Excellency  hard 
upon  his  promife,  and  his  declaring  to  us,  that  he  had 
fent  powers  to  the  Count  Molina,  purfuing  him  with 
Res  non  eft  integra ,  and  Mandatum  non  potejl  revocari , 
and  fuch  civil  law  arguments,  till  it  grew  warm,  and 
fo  not  very  proper  for  a  man  in  ill  health,  ñor,  in  my 
opinión,  for  the  bufinefs  as  it  ftands ;  fo  that  I  was 
fain  to  divert  it  upon  my  expeCtation  of  new  powers 
and  particular  inítru&ions,  by  which  1  hoped  to  be 
able  to  give  the  Marquis  fatisfa&ion  in  the  projeft  of 
the  intended  guaranty. 

This  morning  arrived  Sir  John  Trevor’s  fecretary, 
with  diredtions  to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  the  ratifica- 
tions  to  a  period,  by  carrying  one  from  henee  for 
furety’s  fake,  in  cafe  that  from  Spain  Ihould  fail,  which 
is  expected  upon  the  very  treaty  figned  at  Aix,  and 
withal  to  concert  other  circumílances  in  the  manner 
of  the  exchange,  which  is  made  very  imperfeét  in 
the  treaty ;  that  is,  one  to  be  delivered  at  St.  Ger- 
mains,  and  the  other  at  BruíTels.  I  carried  the  fecre¬ 
tary  this  afternoon  to  the  Marquis,  and  we  have  fallen 
upon  this  agreement,  that  to-morrow  he  fhall  return 
for  Paris  with  a  ratification  upon  the  treaty  at  Aix, 
and  with  infertion  of  the  fame  powers  •,  a  blank  now 
in  the  Marquis’s  hands  being  to  be  filled  up  in  that 
form,  and  to  be  dated  the  1 6th  current,  which  will 
anfwer  a  polhbility  of  a  poíl  going  to  Madrid  after 
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die  2d,  when  the  treaty  was  figned  at  Aix,  receiving 
this  ratification  there,  and  returning  to  Paris  by  the 
24th,  the  day  this  gentleman  expedts  to  arrive  diere. 

For  the  exchange  it  íhall  be  made  at  Paris,  and  by 
the  hands  of  our  Minifters  there,  who  íhall  deliver 
the  Spaniíh  ratifications,  and  at  the  fame  time  receive 
the  French,  with  which  the  Marquis  is  content,  and 
will  proceed  to  the  publifhing  of  the  peace,  fo  foon  as 
our  Minifters  are  pofieíTed  ot  the  French  ratifications, 
which  may  afterwards  be  fent  hither  at  leifure.  The 
day  we  propofe  for  exchanging  the  ratifications  is  the 
2Óth,  and  the  2  8th  for  publifhing  the  peace,  in  cafe 
we  receive  a  eourier  by  that  time  with  advice  of  the 
French  concurrence  in  that  day. 

For  the  manner  of  executing  the  treaty,  I  confefs 
I  was  of  opinión,  nothing  íliould  be  mentioned  of  it 
ti\\  the  exchange  and  publication  were  pafied,  fince 
new  difficulties  may  arife  upon  it,  which  will  be  eafieft 
overeóme  when  the  thing  is  done,  and  perhaps  the 
parties  will  have  begun  to  difarm.  The  Marquis  was 
of  my  opinión  in  it,  and  therefore  has  propofed  only 
in  that  point,  that  after  the  publication  Commiífioners 
may  be  appointed  on  both  lides  to  meet  upon  it,  and 
the  Mediators  defired  by  both  parties  to  intervene 
likewife  by  their  Commiflioners-,  for  the  better  com- 
pofing  of  any  difference  that  may  arife  between  the 
parties,  and  to  whom  the  adjudication  of  fuch  diffe¬ 
rence  may  be  referred ;  the  place  of  meeting  to  be 
Oudenarde  or  Courtray,  as  moft  commodious  for  ad¬ 
judication  of  the  limits  which  may  fall  in  difpute. 
After  this  matter  thus  digefted,  and  promife  of  the 
ratifications  to  be  in  my  hands  to-morrow  by  noon,  I 
carne  away  with  Sir  John  TrevoPs  fecretary  but  the 
Marquis  fent  after  me,  to  defire  he  might  fpeak  with 
me  alone  *,  and  told  me,  He  was  to  thank  me  for  fpar- 
ing  him  this  morning  in  difputes  he  was  falling  into 
with  the  Holland  Deputy  :  That,  in  íhort,  the  Dutch 

had 
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had  croíled  him  i n  an  alliance  he  was  makinglaft  year 
wnh  Sweden,  becaufe  they  would  make  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  affair  ;  and  now  would  buy  the  Swedes 
dependance  at  the  coft  of  Spain  :  That  he  had  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  latisfied  with  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  conduft  (f  this  aífair,  but  little  in  the  Dutch : 
That  he  knew  no  reaíbn  why  they  fliould  not  pay  wh «t 
they  had  promifed  to  Sweden  after  the  treaty  at  Bre- 
da,  ñor  why  all  the  money  Spain  could  fpare  fhould 
not  be  given  his  Majefty  upon  a  nearer  league  be- 
tween  us,  who  was  the  only  Prince  had  proceeded  af- 
febfionately  and  generouíly  in  the  Spaniíh  affairs,  and 
who  was  the  befl  able  to  fupport  them,  in  cafe  he  were 
in  condition  to  make  war  without  his  people’s  pur- 
íes :  That  he  expebled  the  Barón  Hola  íuddenly  here 
for  conclufion  of  the  guaranty,  and  this  affair  with 
Sweden  :  and  that  at  laft,  if  it  muft  be  paid  by  Spain, 
it  fhould  be  all  laid  in  his  Majeíly’s  hands  to  difpofe 
of  as  he  pleafed.  I  gave  his  Excellency  thanks  for 
expreífions  fo  obliging  in  what  concerned  our  part  in 
this  whole  affair ;  but  defired  him  to  take  it  for  a 
ground  in  all  the  fuperílrudlures  to  be  made  upon  the 
prefent  foundations :  that  Spain  muft  not  difoblige 
Holland  even  to  oblige  us,  but  diffemble  any  reient- 
ments  they  had  given  him,  and  facrifice  them  to  the 
advantage  both  we  and  Spain  received  by  their  pre¬ 
fent  feparation  from  France.  And  ib  our  difcourfes 
ended,  and  we  are  returned  into  the  fame  good  cor- 
refpondence  we  were  in  befare  I  went  to  Aix,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  fome  letters  I  received  from 
his  Excellency  there,  and  fome  I  returned  in  the  ftyle 
I  thought  they  deferved ;  it  being  perhaps  natural  to 
the  fame  men  to  be  the  leaft  fubjedt  to  do  injuries, 
and  the  leaft  capable  of  receiving  them :  for  it  is  eafy 
enough  to  find  moráis  for  the  firft,  but  chriftianity 
enough  for  the  laft,  I  doubt,  is  difficuk.  I  am  ever, 
&c. 

To 
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Yo  Mcnjteur  de  Witt. 

Bruffils ,  May  27, 
S1R ,  N.  S.  1668. 

BY  mylaftfrom  Aix,  I  gave 
yon  account  of  the  figning 
of  the  peace,and  was  in  hope9 
by  this  to  have  given  you  alfo 
an  account  of  the  ratification, 
which  is  not  yet  arrived  from 
París.  Mean  while  the  rava- 
ges  made  by  the  F rench  troops 
over  all  the  country,  and  their 
approaches  to  this  city^alarnt 
us  here,  as  if  they  had  a  defign 
to  wrangle  upon  fome  forma- 
lities,  and  in  the  mean  time 
put  themfelves  in  a  condition 
to  carry  the  greateft  advanta- 
ges  upon  expiration  of  the 
truce.  I  will  not  have  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  the  rnoft  Chriftian 
King  having  already  given 
notice  of  the  peace  to  the  Pope 
and  other  Chriftian  Princes : 
and  (which  is  of  greater 
weight)  knowingthat  Sweden 
has  already  entered  into  the 
triple  alliance.  Therefore,  the 
buíinefs  that  gives  me  moft 
pain,  is  to  draw  from  Spain 
the  fatisfa&ion  ftipulated  to 
Sweden,  upon  which  your 
Deputies  here  have  without 
doubt  already  given  you  the 
Marquisas  anfwers,  though  in- 
deed  fomewhat  coid  and  un- 
certain.  I  have  fince  given 
him  avery  prefting  letter  írom 
the  King  my  Mafterupon  the 
fume  fubje£t,  but  have  had  yet 

no 


A  Moníieur  de  Witt. 

Bruxeiles,  le  27  May* 
Moníieur,  N.  S.  i  668. 
Ar  tna  derrite' e  lettre  di  Ai x 
la  Cbapelle ,  je  vom  ai  ap - 
pris  la  fignature  de  la  paix ,  62* 
j  cjperois  par  celle-ct  vous  ap- 
prendre  la  ratification  ;  víais  elle 
riejl  pas  encore  arrivee  dt 
París .  Ce  pendan  t,  les  r  avaga 

faits  par  les  troupes  Irán  y  01  fes 
dans  toute  la  F landre ,  id  leurs 
appr  oches  de  cette  vi  lie ,  caujent 
encoré  de  d  alarme  ici ,  cativa e  s  lis 
avoient  dtffein  de  chicancr  fur 
quelques  forrnahtes ,  &  en  atién¬ 
dante  je  mettre  en  ctat  de  retn- 
porter  les  plus  grands  avantages 
au  rnoment  des  d expiration  de  la 
treve.  Je  ne  veux  point  for - 
mer  le  moindxe  foupfon  ddun  tcl 
procede  dans  les  Frangís ;  le 
Roi  Fres  Chritien  ayant  deja 
donne  avis  de  la  patx->  tant  au 
Pape  qtdaux  autres  Princes  y  Üf 
(ce  qui  ejl  de  plus  grand  pcids) 
facbant  que  la  Succle  a  deja  en¬ 
tre  dans  le  triple  alliance ,  6’ ejl 

pourquoi ,  la  cboje  dont  je  me 
?nets  le  plus  en  peine ,  ejl  de  tirer 
de  dEjpagne  la  fatisfaftion  fti- 
pulée  pour  la  Suede.  V os  De - 

put  es  ici  vous  ont  jans  doute  de¬ 
ja  communiquc  fur  cet  article  les 
réponfes  du  Marquis ,  d  la  ve - 
rite  unpeu  froides  &  incertaines . 
Je  Irá  ai  remis  deprtis  une  lettre 
de  la  part  du  Roi  morí  Maitre 
fur  ce  fujet,fort  pr ejfhnte*  man 
je  ri  en  aijufqu  ici  pü  tirer  d' au- 
tre  reponje ,  ft  non  qidil  na  pas 
encoré  vit  le  traite  de  not  re  tnpte 
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no  anfwer,  farther  than  that 
he  has  not  yet  feen  our  triple 
alliance,  ñor  knows  the  ad- 
vantages  given  to  Spain  by  it ; 
or  whether  they  are  equal  to 
Spain  and  France.  He  makes 
difficulties  alfo  upon  the  fub- 
fidies  of  thefe  months  paft  be- 
tween  the  treaty  at  Breda  and 
©urs  at  the  Hague,  which  was 
(as  he  fays)  the  firft  day  that 
Sweden  began  to  conftder  the 
affairs  of  Spain  ;  and  he  adds, 
that  he  has  writ  into  Spain  up¬ 
on  this  matter,  and  waits  an 
anfwer ;  his  powers  being 
more  ampie  in  time  of  war 
than  of  peace. 

By  the  thread  of  his  dif- 
courfe  I  imagine,  that  he  is 
fuífíciently  convinced  of  the 
neceftity  of  the  affair,  and  that 
he  will  agree  to  it  >  but  know- 
ing  that  he  has  time  till  the 
ratification  comes  from  Swe¬ 
den,  he  makes  ufe  of  it,  either 
firft  to  fee  the  fupplies  of  mo- 
ney  expe£ted  with  Don  John, 
©r,  perhaps,  becaufe  there  are 
fomc  naíures  in  the  world 
who  never  can  proceed  íin- 
cerely  in  bufinefs,  but  are  aí- 
ways  for  gaining  time,  which 
they  will  do  if  they  were  go- 
íng  to  their  wedding,  as  much 
as  if  they  were  going  to  their 
cxecution. 

Mean  while  the  King  my 
Mafter  has  thought  good  to 
order  another  letter  to  be  writ 
to  the  Queen  of  Spain  herfelf 
opon  this  fubjeñ,  and  to  come 


allí  anee  y  &  quy  i l  ignore  quels  a* 
vantages  y  Jont  contenus  pour  i 7 
Efpagne  $  &  syih  font  balancés 
également  entre  la  France  &  lT 
Efpagne .  II  forme  auffi  des 
dijffi cuites  fur  les  fubjides  des  mois 
ecoulés  entre  la  conclufion  du 
traite  a  Breda  y  &  la  date  du  no - 
tre  a  la  Hayey  qui  étoity  dit-  il ,  le 
premier  jour  que  la  Suede  a  com- 
menc'e  di ex aminer  les  a ff aires  di 
Efpagney  &  di  y  faire  attention. 
Enfin  il  ajoiite  quil  a  écrit  en 
Efpagne  fur  cette  matiere,  & 
quil  en  attend  la  réponfey  fes 
pouvoirs  étant  plus  ampies  en 
temí  de  guerre  qu9en  tenis  de 
paix. 

Par  la  fui  te  de  fon  difcours 
f  ay  crü  appercevoir  qu'il  ej} 
affez  perfuadé  de  la  neceffité  de 
V  affair e,  &  quil  y  veut  venir  ; 
mais  comme  il  fait  quil  a  du 
terns  jufqii  d  la  ratification  ve - 
nue  de  Suede  y  il  tache  de  sy  en  fer* 
vir,  dans  lefpcrance  que  les  fe  * 
cours  dlargent  arriveront  avec 
Don  Juan .  Mais  peut-étre  que 
ce  temporifement  a  un  autre prin¬ 
cipe,  &  quyil y  a  des  efprits  dans 
le  monde  faits  de  telle  forte,  quyils 
ne  fauroient  jamais  aller  ronde - 
ment  en  befogne,  &  qui  fongent 
toújours  a  gagner  du  tems ,  ¡or» 
memo  qu’il  s'agit  di  aller  aux  no¬ 
ces,  comme  ¡ors  qu  il  ejl  quefiion 
d’ aller  a  la  morí. 

En  attendant,  le  Roi  mon 
Maítre  a  trouvé  bon  de  faire 
écrire  une  autre  letire  a  la  Reine 
di  Efpagne  elle -me  me  fur  ce  fujet9 
pour  venir  i  bout  de  ccttc  a jf aire, 

>  malgré 
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to  an  end  of  this  affair,  not- 
withftanding  the  difficultics 
that  may  arife  hcrc :  and  I 
think  it  will  not  be  amifs  if 
the  States  obferve  the  fame 
order,  writing  a  letter  to  the 
Marquis  and  at  the  fame  time 
another  to  theQueen,to  prefs 
the  affair,  and  both  in  civil 
terms,  without  íharpening  the 
matter  or  feeming  to  make 
difficulties  upon  the  ratifica- 
tions  of  the  guaranty,  at  leaft 
not  to  make  them  appear 
greater  than  they  are.  I  have 
told  my  opinión  in  this  affair, 
and  I  have  dealt  with  the  Spa- 
niards  Iong  enough  to  know  a 
little  of  their  genius ;  ñor  do 
I  doubt  coming  to  an  end  of 
this  matter,  as  well  as  I  have 
done  of  others  more  difficult, 
provided  we  go  the  fame  way, 
as  having  to  do  with  the  fame 
people. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be 
of  my  opinión,  that  it  will  be 
neceflary,  after  the  peace  is 
made,  to  end eavouf  at  coming 
tafome  exchange  of  places, 
as  well  to  remove  the  b  rench 
from  your  frontiers,as  to  leave 
íhe  Spaniards  in  a  beteer  con¬ 
dición  of  defending  themfelves 
againfl  any  new  furprife  or  at- 
tack  ;  and  this  will  deferve 
your  thoughts  upon  it  \  I  mean 
the  manner  by  ivhich  you 
muft  begin  and  carry  on  this 
affair.  And,  I  think,  the  beft 
occafioi>  of  en  te  ring  into  the 

b-ufinefá 


malgre  les  dificultes  qui  fe  pour- 
ront  rencontrer  ici .  II  me  fem- 
ble  qiiil  ne  feroit  mal  d  propos 
que  Mefiieurs  les  Etats  fuivífient 
la  mcme  voye ,  &  quilsfifient 
ecrire  au  Marquis  &  en  me  me 
tems  d  la  Reine ,  a  fin  de  prejfier 
P  afiaire.  Ces  deux  lettres  étant 
conques  en  termes  obligeans ,  & 
au  lien  di  ai grir  la  diffcrence ,  & 
de  grofifiir  les  dificultes^  paroifi- 
fiant  avoir  pour  but  de  pacifiier 
touies  cbofieSy  &  de  tendré  a  une 
prompte  conclufiion  touchant  les 
ratifications  de  la  guarantiey 
pourroient  produire  un  tres  bon 
efiet .  Foild  mon  opinión  fiur 
cette  affair e :  J’ ai  eu  un  ajfiez ; 
long  commerce  avec  les  Efipagnol: 
pour  connoítre  unpeu  leur geni e  y 
&  je  ne  doute  point  que  je  ne 
vienne  d  bout  de  ce  que  fui  en- 
trepriSyüinfii  que  je  fiuis  deja  ve- 
nu  d  bout  de  cbojesplus  difíciles  ¡ 
pourvü  que  nous  marebions  tous 
dyun  meme  train ,  ayant  afiaire 
d  me  mes  gens . 

Je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  ne 
fioyez  comme  moi  du  fentimenty 
qiiaprcs  la  paix  faite ,  il fiera 
necefidirede  fiairenos  efiorts  pour 
amener  les  cbofies  d  un  éclmnge 
des  places ,  tant  pour  cloigner  les 
Frangís  de  vos  frontieres ,  que 
pour  laifier  les  Efipagnols  en  état 
de  fie  mieux  defendre  contre  de 
nouvelles  fiurprifies  &  de  nouvel - 
les  invafions .  Ceci  mente  vos  re* 
filexions  ;  vous  penfierez  aujji  d  la 
maniere  dont  il  faudra  s7y  pren- 
dre  pour  entamer  &  pcurfuivrr 
cette  afiaire.  !l  me  fie mb le  que 
l'ocaficn  la  plus  propre  d" entrer 
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bufinefs  will  be  upon  the  exe- 
cution  of  the  peace ;  and  to 
reprefent  that  the  reftitution 
of  Burgundy  in  the  condition 
jt  is  in  at  prefent,  is  an  offer 
not  agreeable  to  the  promifes 
of  the  moíl  Chriftian  King. 

I  havedefiredMonfieur  Be- 
verning  to  difcourfe  you  about 
a  fmall  particular  in  our  laft 
inftrument  of  the  marine, 
which  does  not  feem  t(^me  of 
any  importance,but  by  which 
fome  of  your  good  friends  have 
undertooktorefledf  particular- 
ly  upon  me:  but,  havinghad 
no  newsof  Monfieur  Bevern- 
ing  fince  bis  departure,  1 
íhould  be  glad  to  know  that 
he  fpoke  to  you  of  it,  and  what 
you  think.  I  am,  &c. 


en  matiere  fur  celay  fera  fur  t9 
execution  de  la  paix  ;  &  de  ré - 
prefenter  que  la  rejlitution  de 
Bourgogne  dans  l’état  cu  il  ejl  d 
prefent ,  ejl  une  ojfre  peu  cori- 
venable  aux  promejfes  du  Roy 
' Tres  Chretien . 

J'ai  prie  Monfieur  Beverrt - 
ing  de  vous  ent reteñir  fur  urie 
petite  particularité  touchant  nb- 
tre  dernier  memoire  fur  la  ma¬ 
rine  ;  la  chofe  ne  me  paroit  pds 
importante  mais  parce  que  quel- 
ques-uns  de  vos  bons  amis  ontpris 
a  tache  de  me  blamer  moi  feul  en 
particulier  :  comme  je  n  ai  point 
eu  de  nouvelles  de  Monfieur 
Beverning  depuis  jon  departa  je 
ferai  bien  aife  de  favoir  sil  vous 
en  a  parlé ,  &  ce  qui  vous  en 
femble.  Je  fuis¡  &c. 


fo  Monfieur  de  Witt .  A  Monfieur  de  >Vitt. 


Londort ,  July,  3, 

SIR , 

HAving  taken  fo  much  part 
in  your  good  fortunes, 
md  theapplaufes  given  you  by 
he  world,  it  is  but  reafonable 
[  íhould  alfo  take  part  in  your 
bifes,  and  tell  you  withcqual 
hfpleafure  and  truth,  how 
nuch  I  am  concerned  at  your 
ate  misfortune.  I  have  long 
)bferved,  that  your  fatigues 
or  the  public  were  eafed  by 
four  domeftic  entertainments ; 
ind,  inftead  of  thofe  diverfions 
which  others  feek  in  vice  and, 
?xtravagance,  you  always 
>laced  yours  in  the  innocent 

olea  fu  res 


De  Londres,  le  3 
Monfieur,  J  uill.  1668. 
y lYantpris  tant  de  part  dans 
vos  prrfperités,  &  dans  les 
apphudijjemens  que  vos  recevez 
de  tout  le  monde  ;  il  ejl  bien  jufe 
que  j' en  premie  dans  vos  difgraces 
É3*  dans  vos  feries ;  &  queje 
vous  di  fe  avee  aut  anide  douieur 
que  de  v  evité ,  que  fai  été  vive* 
tnent  touebe  de  la  ¿temiere  ferie 
que  vous  venez  de  faire .  II  y  a 
long- tenis  que  / ai  remarqué  que 
vbtre  domefique  vous  a  toujours 
Jervi  ¿fuñique  relachement  dans 
les  fatigues  que  vous  caufent  les 
a ff aires  publiques ,  &  qu  au  heu 
de  recen?  ir  a  ccs  divertifemeus 

qui 
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pleafures  of  conjugal  and  pa¬ 
ternal  affe&ion*  I  have  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  how  happily  you 
diícharged  yourfelf  of  all  af- 
fairs  of  your  family  upon  a 
lady  who  now  lives  no  more 
but  in  the  memory  and  eíleem 
of  all  thofe  that  knew  her ; 
and  therefore  I  am  but  too 
fenñble  how  nearly  this  lofs 
muft  aífliél  you  ;  and  that  it  is 
neither  juít  ñor  decent  to  give 
you  confolation  upon  it  fo 
foon.  Therefore  1  will  only 
fay,  that,  if  it  were  not  for 
this  fad  occafion,  you  would 
have  wanted  one  great  enough 
to  fhew  the  ílrength  of  your 
mind,  which  is  often  apter  to 
fink  under  domeftic  accidents, 
than  thofe  of  Court,  or  of  a 
war  :  for  by  thefe  a  man  is 
only  hardened  every  day,  but 
he  is  foftened  and  made  more 
tender  by  the  others.  I  beg 
you  therefore  not  to  negle¿t 
this  occafion  ofyour  glory ;  not 
to  forget,  in  the  midft  of  your 
grief,  that  you  have  this  íong 
time  efpoufed  the  good  of  your 
Countrv,  and  of  Chriftendom 
itfelf,  in  thefe  lañ  conj une- 
tures,  to  which  you  owe  all 
your  applications  and  careíTes. 


Vol.  I.  I  hope 


qui  approchent  fi  fiouvent  de  l’ex - 
travagance  &  du  crime ,  vous 
faifiez  toujoUrs  confiifier  les  *z jo¬ 
tres  ti  cultiver  les  frmts  de  F  a  - 
mitié  conjúgale ,  &  de  la  ten- 
dreffie  paternelle .  J’avois  re¬ 

marque  aujji ,  avec  quelle  joyo  & 
quelle  confiante  vous  vous  etiez 
decharge  de  tous  les  fioins  de 
ménage  fiur  cette  vertueuje  époufie, 
qui  ne  vit  plus  a  prefent  que 
dans  V ejlime  &  le  fiouvenir  de 
toutes  les  perfonnes  qui  Pont  con - 
nue  ;  &  par -la  je  ne  fens  que 
trop  combien  fa  per  te  vous  doit 
fienfiblement  toucher.  Ni  la  bien- 
féance ,  ni  la  raifon  ne  Jouffrcnt 
point  que  f  entreprenne  de  vous 
confoler  fi  fiubitement .  O efl 
pour  quoije  vous  dirai  feulement , 
que  fians ,  une  fi  trijle  occafion , 
vous  n  auriez  pas  eu  cede  d'e- 
taler  toute  la  forcé  de  votre  ame , 
qui  fiuccombe  quelque  fots  plus 
promptement  &  plus  abjrolument 
fioiís  les  afflidlions  domefliques 
que  fious  le  revers  de  la  Repub¬ 
lique  ,  ou  les  difgraces  de  la  guer- 
re :  on  fie  familiar  ifie  avec  ces 
der nieves,  &  on  P y  endurcit  a- 
vec  le  tems ;  mais  les  premieres 
confiervent  toujours  le  droit  de 
nolis  attendrir  &  de  nous  toucher 
infiniment.  fe  vous  prierai 
done  de  ne  pas  negliger  cette  oc¬ 
cafion  de  votre  gloire,  &  au  plus 
fiort  de  votre  douleur ,  de  ne  pomt 
oubher  avec  quel  devoüement ,  & 
depuís  quel  tems  vous  avez  e- 
poifé  le  bien  de  votre  Patrie ,  U 
avec  le  fien  celui  de  la  Chretien- 
té,  dans  ces  dernieres  conjon ¿Ju¬ 
res  ;  votre  aitachemer,t ,  vos  foins , 
G  g  votn 
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I  hopc  thefe  will  be  at  prefent 
fome  comfort  to  you,  or  at 
leaft  a  díverfion,  as  they  have 
formerly  been  a  fatigue  and  a 
pain. 


Having  begun  this  letteron- 
ly  to  condole  with  you  upon 
this  fadoccafion,  I  will  notin- 
termix  any  thing  of  bufinefs ; 
only  to  tell  you  that  the  King 
my  maíler  preíTes  me  every 
day  to  prepare  for  my  voyage, 
which  I  íliall  delay  no  longer 
than  my  domefíic  affairs  have 
made  it  neceflary  after  fo  long 
an  abfence.  In  the  meanwhile 
I  afTure  you,  I  find  nothing 
here  that  can  any  way  change 
or  ílacken  the  purfuit  of  our 
true  and  common  intereíls, 
which  confift  in  the  firmnefs 
of  our  laft  alliance.  But  of 
this  I  fhall  tell  you  more  when 
I  fee  you.  I  am,  Sir,  your, 
&c. 


votre  tendrejfe  mémes  luí  foht 
düs ,  puifque  vous  devez  vous 
me  me  tout  entler  a  elle • 
fpere  qu  a  /’ avenir  vos  vieilles 
&  vos  fatigues  pour  la  Reptil- 
hque  vous  procureront  quelque 
foulagement ,  cu  du  moins  appor- 
teront  quelque  diverfion  á  vos 
ennuis ,  au  lieu  des  travaux  & 
des  fueurs  quelles  vous  ont  conté 
autrefois . 

Ayant  commencé  cette  lettre' 
uniquement  dans  la  vúe  de  me 
conjoler  avec  vous ,  je  ne  veuv 
point  la  finir  en  y  melant  quel¬ 
que  choje  qui  foit  étrangere  a  vo¬ 
tre  douleur.  Je  ne  vous  parlerat 
done  point  d'aff aires ,  &  je  vous 
dirai  feulement  que  le  Roi  mon 
Maitre  prejfe  tous  les  jours  fur 
les  prepar atifs  de  mon  d'epart  \ 
je  ríy  apporterai  dlautres  retar - 
demens  que  ceux  que  mes  apfai- 
res  domejliques  rendent  indijpen -■ 
falles  apres  une  fi  longus  abfence. 
En  atiéndante  je  puis  vous  af- 
furer  que  je  n  ai  rien  apperpú 
ici  qui  puijfe  tant  foit  peu  alterer 
ou  ralkntir  les  foins  denos  veri - 
talles  communs  int eréis ,  que 
je  fais  confijler  dans  la  fer~ 
mete  &  la  dur'ee  de  notre  der- 
niere  alliance :  vous  verrez  cela 
plus  au  long  a  mon  arrivée .  Je. 
fuis ,  l¿c. 
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dio  Sir  John  T mple , 

S  I  Sheen,  July  22,  1 663^ 

np  Hough  I  doubt  our  late  motions  may  have  loft 
jf^  or  delayed  fome  of  your  íetters,  which  we  have 
now  been  lome  time  in  wantof  \  yet,  í  preiume  ouis 
have  had  their  conftant  courfe  to  you,  though  from 
feveral  parts :  and  though  mine  have  not  been  fie- 
quent,  upon  the  permiffion  you  give  me  to  fpare  my 
own  eyes  and  time  when  they  are  otherwile  taken  up, 
and  truft  to  my  ñfter’s  entertaining  you-,  yet,  upon 
my  return  home  after  three  years  abfence,  I  could  not 
but  give  you  fome  account  of  my  coming  and  ftay 
here  ;  and  of  vvhat  I  can  forefee  is  like  to  follow  it, 
both  as  to  my  own  particular,  and  to  the  public  af- 
fairs,  in  which  that  feems  at  prefent  to  be  ib.  much 
in  volved. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  triple  alliance  and  the 
peace  of  Aix,  I  was  at  an  end  of  my  ambition  hav- 
ing  leen  Flanders  faved,  as  if  it  had  been  by  one  of 
the  miracles  the  houie  of  Auítria  has,  they  fay,  been 
ufed  to,  and  the  general  intereñs  of  Chriftendom  fe- 
cu  red  againft  the  power  and  attempts  of  trance  ^  and,- 
at  the  farae  time,  the  confideration  and  honour  of  his 
Majelly  and  his  Crown  abroad  raifed  to  a  degree  it 
has  not  been  in  for  fome  ages  paft,  and  we  had  no 
reafon  to  expedí  it  fhould  be  in  fome  ages  to  come, 
upon  the  decline  it  felt  after  the  bufxnefs  at  Chattam, 
and  the  peace  of  Breda  that  fucceeded  it.  í  returned 
from  Aix  to  Bruffels  without  other  thoughts  than  of 
continuing  in  that  ftation,  till  I  grevv  wearier  of  it 
than  I  was  like  to  do  very  fuddenly  of  a  place,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  love  :  but,  immediately  upon  my  arrival  there, 
I  niet  with  letters  from  my  Lord  Arlington,  which 
brou-ght  me  the  King’s  orders  to  continué  the  equi- 
page  of  an  Ambaffador,  that  I  was  in  upon  my  Aix 

G  g.  2  journey* 
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journey,  in  order  to  my  ferving  his  Majefty  in  the 
lame  charadter  at  the  Hague,  whither  he  was  refolved 
to  fend  me,  and  to  renew,  upon  occafion  of  our  late 
alliances,  a  charafter  which  the  Crown  of  England 
had  difeontinued  in  that  country  lince  King  James’s 
time.  In  order  hereunto  I  was  íeft  at  liberty  to  take 
my  leave  of  the  Marquis,  and  to  return  into  England 
as  foon  as  I  pleafed,  which  I  dicl  by  the  way  of  Hol- 
land,  and  left  moít  of  my  fervants  and  horfes  at 
Utrecht. 

Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  was  received  both  by  the 
Ring  and  Court  a  great  deal  better  than  I  could  de- 

O  Q 

ferve  or  pretend  ;  but  people  feem  generally  pleafed 
with  the  counfels  and  negotiations  in  which  I  have 
had  fo  much  part  fince  C'hrrftmas  laílj  and  I  under- 
ítand  not  Courts  ib  ill  (how  little  foever  I  have  becn 
ufed  to  them)  as  not  to  know  that  one  ought  not  to 
lofe  the  advantage  of  coming  home  with  the  common 
opinión  of  fome  merits  or  good  hits  at  one’s  back* 
if  one’s  bufinefs  be  de  poujfer  ja  fortune ;  and  I  am  put 
enough  in  mind  of  it  upon  this  occafion,  by  feveral 
of  thofe  many  new  frrends  one  would  think  I  had  at 


this  time  of  dav,  as  well  as  by  fome  of  my  oíd  ones  r 
but  1  cannot  imagine  why  I  íhould  pretend  to  have 
deferved  more  than  my  pay  of  the  King,  for  which  I 
ferved  him  in  my  late  employments  ;  and,  if  I  got 
honour  by  them,  it  was  fo  rruch  more  than  I  had  to 
reckon  upon.  Befides,  I  íhould  be  forry  to  afk  money 
of  him  at  a  time  when,  for  aught  I  can  judge  by  the 
cry  ofthe  Court,  he  wants  it  more  than  I  do.  The 
Spanifh  AmbaiTadcr  and  Barón  d'Ifola,  as  well  as 
©thers  of  my  friends,  would  needs  be  aílcing  a  utk 
for  me,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  enough  that  I  have 
prevented  it ;  bút  it  is  that,  I  ^m  fu  re,  í  never  can  have 
a  mind  to,  and,  if  it  íhould  ever  be  offered  me,  1  refolve 
it  fhall  either  begin  with  you,  if  you  defire  it  or,  if 
not,  with  my  fon,  which  i  had  much  rather.  But,  i 
fuppofe,  nothing  of  tliis  can  happen  in  our  Court 

2  without 
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without  purfuit,  and  fo  í  reckon  myfelf  in  all  thefe 
points  iuft  where  I  was  about  fix  months  ago,but  only 
defiened  for  another  ambaííy,  and  no  man  knows 
how  that  will  end.  I  am  very  much  prefléd  to  dif- 
patch  my  preparations  for  it,  by  my  Lord  Keeper  and 
Lord  Arlington,  who  are  extreme  kind  to  me  as  wel 
as  to  the  meafures  lately  taken  by  their  mmiftry  and 
feem  to  valué  themfelves  a  great  deal  upon  them 
Thev  fay,  all  the  bufinefs  the  King  novv  lias,  ooth  at 
home  and  abroad,  will  tum  upon  my  hand  m  Hol- 
land,  by  keeping  the  French  from  breaking  in  upon 
our  late  alliances,  and  the  confidente  between  us  ^ 
and  by  drawing  the  Emperor  and  Pnnces  o  i  the  Em¬ 
pire  into  a  common  guaranty  ot  the  peace  and  there- 
upon  they  are  mighty  earneft  wxth  me  to  haden  away. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  Commifiioners  o ¡  the  trealury 
feem  to  have  more  mind  to  my  company  here,  thaa 
I  could  expeft:  for,  after  forne  of  them_  had  tned  to 
hinder  the  King’s  refolution  of  fending  either  an  Am- 
baífador  at  all  into  Holland  (upon  pretence  of  fo  long 
difufe  of  that  charaaer)  or  me  in  particular,  v/hen 
that  could  not  be  carried,  they  prepared  my  way  by 
enterino-  upon  new  regulations  in  _  the  E.xchequer, 
among'which,  thofe  concernkig  foreign  employmentfc 
brouo-ht  down  the  equipage  money  of  AmbaJadois 
from°three  thoufand  pounds,  as  it  has  been  lince  the 
Kino-  carne  in,  to  1 500  pounds  in  F  ranee  and  Spain, 
and°to  1000  pounds  in  all  other  courts  ;  and  their  al- 
lowance  from  100  pounds  a  week  to  ten  pounds  a  day 
in  France  and  Spain,  and  to  feven^  in  other  places. 
Thouoii  this  be  pretended  by  the  Commifiioners  as 
only  a° piece  of  a  general  feheme  of  parfimony  they 
find  necefíary  in  the  prefent  condition  of  the  revellín  , 
vet  I  underftand  it  as  calculated  juft  at  this  time  pai> 
ticularly  for  me  •,  and  my  Lord  Arlington  confefies 
he  thinks  it  fo  too,  and  takes  part  in  it  as  a  piece  oí 
e'nvy  or  malice  to  himfelf  as  well  as  to  me,  from 

fome  who  are  fpighted  at  all  that  has  lately  pafled 
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between  us  and  Holland,  and  at  thc  perfons  who  havé 
been  at  the  head  of  thoíe  counfels.  For  my  part,  I 
refent  it  not  only  as  a  thing  I  have  not  deferved,  upon 
an  employment  caft  wholly  upon  me  by  the  King’s 
.choice,  and,  as  he  feems  to  think,  by  the  necefiity  of 
bis  affairs  ;  but  as  that  which  I  find  plainly,  by  the 
biort  experience  of  my  laít  ambaífy,  will  not  defray 
the  expence  of  another,  with  any  honour  to  the 
King  or  myfejf  abroad ;  and,  though  I  do  not  pre- 
tend  to  make  my  fortune  by  thefe  employrnents, 
yet  I  confefs  I  do  not  pretend  to  ruin  it  neither» 
I  have  therefore  been  refolved  feveral  times  abfo- 
lutely  to  refufe  this  ambaífy,  unlefs  it  be  upon 
the  terms  all  others  have  had  •,  but  my  Lord  Ar- 
lington  puts  fo  much  weight  upon  my  going,  that 
he  will  not  hear  of  it :  he  íays,  it  is  that  our  good 
friends  w'ould  have,  and  intend  by  this  ufage  •,  and 
that  I  can  no  way  difappoint  them  fo  much  as  by  go- 
ing>  and  that  this  rule  will  be  broken  in  three  months 
time  :  that  I  íhould  not  coníider  fmall  matters  of  mo- 
ney  in  the  couríe  of  my  fortune,  and  that  the  King  can- 
not  fail  of  making  mine  at  a  lump  one  time  or  other  s 
that  there  is  nothing  I  may  not  expecl  from  him  up¬ 
on  my  return  from  this  ambaífy  :  and  that,  if  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  not  thought  me  of  abfolute  neceífity  to  him 
in  Holland  upon  this  conjunclure,  he  had  brought 
me  now  into  Secretary  Morris’s  place,  which  upon  my 
going  abroad  is  defigned  for  Sir  John  Trevor.  My 
Lord  Keeper  is  of  the  fame  mind,  to  have  me  by  no 
means  refufe  it  (as  he  fays)  neither  for  the  King’s  fake 
ñor  my  own ;  and  your  oíd  friend  Sir  Robert  Long 
agrees  with  them  both  *,  and  fays,  after  a  year  or  two 
pf  this  ambaíly,  I  cannot  fail  ofeither  being  Secreta- 
ry  of  State,  or  fent  Ambaífador  intq  Spain  :  which 
are  both  certain  ways  of  making  any  man’s  fortune. 

With  all  this,  I  confefs,  I  find  it  not  very  eafy  to 
jrefplve3  and  very  much  defire  yours  and  my  brother’s 

opinión 


and  other  Minijlers  qf  State. 

opinión  upon  it :  and,  that  you  may  the  better  give  it 
me,  I  fhall  tell  it  you  with  one  arcumítance  which 
weighs  a  little  with  me,  though  not  at  a  wit  i  my 

friends  here.  _  ,  T/r.  i 

They  are  all  of  opinión,  the  meafures  theKing  ha. 

lately  taken  cannot  be  broken  noi  alteiec,  .owcvet 

they  may  be  fnarled  at  by  fome  perfons,  upon  partí- 

cular  envy  or  interdi ;  but  I  lee  plainyt  tere  are 

others  of  another  mind.  Sir  Thomas  Chfford  iaid  to 

a  friend  of  mine  in  confidence,  upon  all  the  joy ;  that 

ivas  here  at  the  conclufion  of  the  triple  alhance .  v<-  » 

‘  for  all  this  noife,  we  rauft  yet  have  another  war  with 

‘  the  Dutch  before  it  be  long.’  And  I  fee  plainly  al- 

ready,  that  he  and  Sir  George  Downing  are  endea- 

vouring,  with  all  the  induftry  that  can  be,  to  en^age 

the  Eaft-India  company  here  in  fuch  demands  and 

pretenfions  upon  the  Dutch,  as  will  never  be  yie  e 

to  on  that  fide,  and  will  increafe  a  jealouly  they  w.ll 
ever  have  of  our  uníteady  counfels,  and  of  our  leav- 
ino-  ftill  a  door  open  for  fome  new  o  henees  when  we 
fhall  have  a  mind  to  take  them.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  French  will  leave  no  (tone  unturned  to  ^ 

confidence  between  us  and  Holland,  wmch  Ipoils  all 
their  meafures,  and  without  which  they  ha.  t  e  wor 
before  them.  If  they  can,  they  will  undermme  it  m 
Holland  by  iealoufies  of  the  Prmce  of  Orange,  or  any 
other  artífice,  and  will  fpare  neither  promifes  ñor 
threats.  If  I  íhould  be  able  to  keep  that  fide  itanch 
they  will  foare  none  of  the  fame  endeavours  heie,  anc 
will  have  fome  good  helps  that  1  íce  ^ 

mav  have  others  that  do  not  yet  appeai.  ,  A  “  d 
of  thefe  ways,  or  other  accidents,  our  prelent  mea¬ 
fures  come  to  change  •,  I  am  left  in  Holland  to  .1  cer  ^ 
tain  lofs,  upon  tire  terms  they  would  fend  me  tho 
1  íhould  be  paid  ;  but  to  a  certain  ruin  if  1  Ihould  not ; 
which  I  may  well  expedí  from  the  good  quarter  I  may 
reckon  upon  from  fome  in  the  treafury  •,  and,  when 
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my  ambaíTy  ends,  I  may  find  a  new  world  here,  and 
all  the  fine  things  I  am  told  of,  mav  prove  caíbles  iri 
the  air ;  there  is,  I  know,  a  great  deal  to  be  faid  for 
my  going  ;  bur,  on  the  other  fide,  I  am  well  as  I  am, 
and  cannot  be  ruincd  but  by  fuch  an  adventure  as 
this.  I  beg  of  you  to  let  me  know  your  opinión  up- 
on  the  whole ;  and,  if  I  could  have  the  confidence, 
I  íbould  beg  a  great  deal  more  earneítly  that  I  might 
fee  you  here,  lince  I  cannot  get  loofe  to  wait  on  you 
there.  Till  I  hear  from  you,  I  íhall  let  the  talk 
and  the  forms  of  my  ambaíly  go  on,  and  am  con- 
fident,  however  they  prefume,  yet  I  can  fpin  out  the 
time  of  my  going  till  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  in 
hopes  of  feeing  you _ here;  which  will  be,  I  am  fure, 
the  greateft  fatisfaélion  that  can  befal,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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From  Sir  'T bomas  Clifford . 

S  I  R,  Copenhagen,  Oftober  7,  1665. 

IHave  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  4§t h 
paft  and  the  news  of  this  country  is  like  the  com- 
modities,  not  of  equal  valué  with  the  more  fouthern, 
and  fo  youllre  like  to  be  a  lofer  by  the  barter  :  but 
your  kindnefs  is  the  greater.  I  hope  the  King  of 
Spain’s  death  will  no  way  alter  the  (late  of  our  affairs 
with  that  Crown.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  effedt  of  my 
negotiation  here,  but  íhall  in  my  next  give  you  fome 
hints.  The  direílion  of  your  letter  brings  it  fafe  to 
me  :  I  íhall  advife  you  before  I  remove.  Here  carne 
a  report  laíl  night,  that  a  lquadron  of  the  Englifh 
fleet  had  taken  out  of  Fleckery  nine  of  the  Dutch 
merchant-men,  and  ran  another  on  íhore  :  but  I  have 
examined  it,  and  find  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
report.  Two  of  their  Eaft-India-men  are  ftill  at 
Tuníburg,  near  Chriftiana  in  Norway,  and  two  more 
are  returned  to  Bergen :  but  the  fix  men  of  war  and 
Eaft-India-man  that  carne  here  in  the  found  after 
the  ftorm,  are  put  to  fea,  and  gone  toward  the  Texel. 
The  Eaft-India  íhip  that  got  into  the  river  of  Elve, 
is  there  unlading,  and  they  are  fending  the  goods  home 
in  little  fmall  veflels,  under  the  convoy  only  of  a 
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íittle  toy  of  eight  or  ten  guns  :  they  go  heme  over  the 
Watts  :  a  privateer  lying  there  would  probably  malte 
his  market.  7 

Laft  night  fome  Dutch  fhips  going  for  Dantzick 
arrived  here,  and  boafted,  that  their  fleet  of  ninety 
íail,  under  De  Ruyter,  failed  upon  Sunday  laft,  the 
firft  inftant,  towards  England,  and  to  the  channel, 
as  they  thought,  and  to  join  with  the  French  j  but 
nobody  gives  credit  to  the  relation. 

You  fee  what  Ihift  I  make  to  complete  my  bilí  of 
flore  ;  but  pray  let  it  not  diíhearten  you  from  corre- 
fponding  :  for,  if  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay,  I  fhall 
be  glad  of  opportunities  to  exprefs  mylelf,  Sir,  your 
molí  affedlionate  humble  fervant. 

From  the  Earlof  Ciar  endon,  LordHigh  Chancellar * 

SIR,  Oxford,  December  28,  1665. 

IDo  confefs  I  have,  fince  we  parted,  received  three 
letters  from  you,  which  I  íhould  be  aíhamed  to 
acknowledge  now,  if  I  had  been  faulty  in  not  doing 
it  fooner  ;  as  1  promife  rnyfelf  you  have  been  informed 
from  my  Lord  Arlington’s  juílice  and  íriendíhip'.  It  is 
now  near  three  months,  that  the  pain  of  the  gout  hath 
reftrained  me  from  the  exercife  of  writing :  and  I  am 
hardly  yet  returned  to  it,  becaufe  not  able  to  put  my 
head  out  of  doors,  or  more  than  to  ftand,  ratherthan 
walk  in  my  chamber  :  fo  that  I  would  not  have  ventured 
to  have  given  you  this  trouble,  but  upon  the  abfence 
of  my  Lord  Arlington  (who  hath  tranfmitted  to  you 
conftantly  what  we  thought  jointly  :)  but  upon  the 
Aght  of  your  laft  letter,  which  carne  fince  his  depar- 
ture,  I  think  it  neceífary  to  fay  a  Iittle  to  you  upon  a 
particular  or  two. 

I  do  in  the  firft  place  think  and  believe  the  Mar¬ 
epus  of  CaftekRodrigo  to  be  a  very  generous  perfon, 

and 
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afid  a  very  ufeful  friend  to  the  King  our  Mafter *,  and 
one  who  will  be  the  beft  inftrument  to  contiioute  to 
that  firm  friendíhip  between  the  two  Crowns,  that  is 
neceíTary  for  the  joint  intereft  ot  both;  and  therefore 
we  muft  be  careful  to  remove  the  leaft  umbrage,  which 
may  difpofe  him  to  fufpeft  our  prudence  with  refe- 
rence  to  our  own  affairs,  or  our  afteclíon  \v  _fc- 
rence  to  Spain.  With  reference  to  ourlelves,  it  is 
not  poffible  we  c'an  be  withoüt  a  fenfe  of  the  almoft 
infupportable  weight  that  lies  upon  us,  in  the  carry- 
ing  on  the  war  againft  the  Dutch,  and  preparing  for 
■a  war  againft  France :  and  therefore  we  cannot  but 
'heartily  wilh  to  be  fairly  quit  ot  one  of  them  \  and 
would  be  very  glad  thaf  any  advances  were  made  to 
jt  by  Holland.  í  thought  always  that  the  overture 
made  by  the  Spaniíh  Ambafíador  had  come  from 
Don  Stephano,  and  never  heard  the  Marquis  ot  Caí- 
tel-Rodrigo’s  ñame :  but,  it  being  the  very  fame  in 
terms  that  the  French  Ambaíladors  had  made,  tlieic 
could  then  be  no  proceedings  upon  it.  But  we  have 
done  all  we  can  to  invite  the  Dutch  to  an  addreís  how 
privately  foever :  ñor  fhall  we  make  any  dernands 
concerning  the  Pnnce  of  Orange,  left  it  íliould  do 
him  hurt  If  we  can  bring  them  oft  from  a  conjunc- 
tion  with  France  (in  which  Spain  is  more  concerned 
than  England)  I  asi  confident  we  fhall  infift  upon 
very  reafonable  conditions,  We  have  great  reafon 
to  commend  the  proceedings  of  the  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
fter :  ñor  are  we  jealous  in  the  leaft  degree  of  him, 
or  histreating:  and  as  our  failing  towards  him  has 
jiot  proceeded  from  any  faults  of  ours,  but  even  from 
the  hand  of  God  ;  fo  we  (hall  out  of  hand  repair  thofe 
omiflions :  and  it  is  but  reafonabiy  expefted  that  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire  íhould  (how  fecretly  foever) 
fupport  him  from  a  difíblution,  left,  before  many 
months  paíTed,  and  the  French  defigns  are  a  iittle 
fñore  evident,  they  would  be  glad  to  repurchafe  the 
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advantage  of  the  Biíhop’s  being  in  fuch  a  poíl  as  he 
now  is,  at  any  pnce. 

There  is  nothing  now  ought  to  be  laboured  with  fo 
much  induítry  and  dexterity,  as  the  uniting  England, 
Spain,  and  Flanders,  which  would  give,  andwhich 
only  can  give,  peace  to  Chriftendom,  I  am  fure  our 
Mafter  is  pafllonately  inclined  to  it,  and  truly  I  think 
Spain  is  well  difpoled  in  the  main :  yet  I  know  not 
how  by  the  fatal  delay  in  difpatch  there  (and  it  may 
be  their  expe&ation,  that,  in  the  ftraits  we  are,  we 
fhall  buy  their  friendfhip  at  a  rate  we  fhall  never  pay 
for  it)  the  haíte  is  not  made  that  the  affair  required* 
’  My  Lord  Sandwich  (who  will  be  gone  in  twenty 
days)  I  hope  will  give  life  to  it. 

You  fee  how  ill  my  hand  is,  though  never  legible, 
by  fhaking  and  weaknefs  fomewhat  worfe  than  ufual. 
God  keep  you  :  and  I  pray  let  me  know,  that  this  is 
come  to  your  hands  from,  Sir,  your  affeftionate  fer- 
vant. 

From  h  Sir  George  S avile. 

SIR,  Feb.  5,  N.  S.  1666. 

IT  is  a  fin  againíl  the  public,  and  a  trefpafs  upon 
you,  at  this  time  to  clog  you  with  fuch  an  idle 
correlpondence  as  mine  :  but  1  fínd  I  confider  my 
own  intereíl  before  yours ;  being  not  able  to  make 
you  an  exprefíion  of  my  kindnefs  at  fo  dear  a  rate  as 
the  denying  myfelf  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing  from 
you.  And  therefore  I  take  hold  of  your  offer,  and 
beg  you  would  fometimes  beílow  a  letter  upon  me, 
which  fhall  be  as  welcome  for  telling  me  you  are  well, 
as  it  can  be  for  the  beíl  news  it  bringeth  in  relation 
to  the  public  :  for  which,  if  I  can  be  concerned,  next 

b  Afterwards  Marquis  of  Hallifax. 
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ío  what  I  am  for  my  beft  friends,  it  is  the  utmoft  I 
will  pretend  to  in  that  matter.  I  find  his  Majefty  of 
France  will  be  an  angry  enemy.  He  doth  not  declare 
war  like  an  honnete  bomme  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  he 
will  ñor  purfue  it  like  a  wife  one. 

I  do  not  defpair,  but  that  the  Engliíh,  who  ufe  to 
o-o  into  France  for  their  brecding,  may  have  the  ho- 
nour  once  to  teach  them  better  manners.  The  league 
with  Spain  is  a  good  circumftá#ce  to  malte  us  able  to 
do  it ;  it  is  fo  leafonable  and  fo  well  done,  that  1  will 
fuppofe  you  had  a  hand  in  it.  In  the  mean  time  we 
have  great  alarms  the  Monfieur  will  invade  us,  which 
makes  every  body  prepare  for  their  entertainment. 
And  I  hope  they  will  neither  find  us  fo  little  ready, 
or  fo  divided,  as  perhaps  they  expedí:. 

I  will  not  make  this  longer,  when  I  have  afiured 
you  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Frcm  the  Bijhop  of  Munfter. 

Munjler ,  Feb . 
SIR ,  12,  1666. 

H  E  favours  you  nave  ex- 
preffed  to  me  are  fuch, 
that  nothing  can  add  to  my 
efteem  of  you :  however,  it 
was  very  acceptable  to  find 
from  yours  of  the  25th  paft, 
that  your  affeélion  to  me  ftill 
continúes.  In  the  mean  time 
I  am  bufy  in  preparing  an  ar- 
my  againít  fpring ;  ñor  do  I 
doubt  but  fuch  care  is  taken 
of  the  third  payment,  that  I 
may  have  it  altogether  ;  at 
leaft,  that  you  have  prepared 
30,000  dollars  ready  at  Bruf- 
fels,  and  that  25,000  more 
may  be  returned  with  all 


Ab  Epifcopo  Monaíterih 

Monafterii,  Feb.  12, 
Generofe  Domine,  1666. 
Ominationem  vejiram  ita 
meis  rebus  faventern  reipfa 
femper  expertus  Jum ,  ut  nidia 
quidem  contejlaúone  mece  de  fu - 
per  conceptee  exi/limationi  plus 
addi  pojjit ;  gratijjimum  tamen 
fuit ,  ex  ejufdem  literis  de  25  to 
elapfi  menjis  Januarii  per  cipe  - 
quod  D.  F.  enndem  zelum 
&  ajfeftum  continuct.  Ego  in - 
terim  non  defino  infrnere  & 
prceparare  exercitum  imminenú 
jam  veri  \  nec  dubito  de  tertio 
termino  fie  provijum ,  ut  integre 
d  meis  fublevari  pojfit *  aut  certc 
difpoftione  D!S  Vr<£  triginta 
thalerorum  millia  Bruxellis  in 
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fpsed  by exchange  to  Cologn  : 
for  it  is  certain,  that  by  fmall 
fums,  and  paid  by  pareéis,  no- 
thin  g  can  be  performedworthy 
of  fuch  an  undertaking  ;  and 
that  my  expedition  wiíl  be  as 
much  obftrudfed  by  thefe,  as 
if  the  fubfidies  werewholly  de- 
layed.  Bebdes,  I  íhall  this 
yearmeet  with  morerebílance 
by  enemies  unexpedled,  to 
whoin  the  Eledfor  of  Bran- 
denburg  willjoin  himfelf.  But 
that  I  hope  will  be  recom- 
peníed  by  the  friendíhip  of 
Swed.en,  and  his  Majefty’sde- 
claratoryletterscommunicated 
to  me,  and  to  be  kept  fecret. 
Ñor  íhall  any  thing  be  more 
inviolably  obferved  by  me, 
than  the  league  I  have  made 
with  his  Majefty,  from  which 
nothing  íhall  be  able  to  forcé 
me.  Ñor  is  there  any  reafon 
why  the  ofFer  of  a  mediation 
from  theEmperor  and  Princes 
fhould  raife  any  fufpicions  of 
the  contrary,  unce  the  prefent 
conjundíures  would  not  per¬ 
ro  it  me  abruptly  to  refufe  it. 
And,  in  order  to  gain  time,  I 
have  kept  that  affair  within 
preliminaries,  relating  to  the 
perfons  of  the  Mediators,  the 
manner  of  negotiation,  and 
the  means  of  fecurity  to  be 
propofed,  being  refolved  by 
any  means  not  to  feparate  mv- 
felf  from  his  Majefty ;  from 
whofe  protedlion  I  truft  to 
procure  fafety  and  fatisfactlon 
to  royfdf,  I  am  glad  of  the 

pcace 


paratis  praflo  fmt ,  &  vigíníi 
quinqué  mi  Mía  Coloniam  cambio 
quantocius  tranfmittantur.  Cer- 
tum  enim  eft  mi  ñutís  fummulis 
&  carptim  folutiSy  vix  quicquam 
pro  dignitate  tantee  rei  effici 
nec  minus  ex  his ,  quarn 
dilatisfubfidiisy  expeditionem  me-* 
am  incommodi  cepijje .  ¡púa  qui~< 
dem  hoc  anuo  plus  refijlentia  & 
difficultatis  a  tot  inopinatis  h-ojli- 
bus  y  quibus  &  Elector  Branden - 
burgicus  fe  fociabity  habiiura  eft . 
Id  tamen  fiducia  amicitice  Sue¬ 
cia?  compenfaium  exiftimoy  ac- 
cedentibus  S.  Regia  Mapefta^ 
tis  deciar atoriis  literis  mihi  com - 
municatisy  &  fe  creí  o  fer  vanáis» 
JSlihilque  mihi  unquam  erit  anti - 
quius  aut  magis  inviolabile  noto 
f os  dere  cían  S.  Regia  Majefate 
fancitOy  d  quo  nullo  modo  divelli 
me  patiar .  Nec  efly  quod  obla¬ 
ta  Cajaris  fsf  quorundam  prin- 
cipum  mediatio  umbras  aliquas 
contraria:  Jufpicionis  invehere 
pofft ;  cuín  illam  pr  afra  ¿le  re - 
fpuere  nec  temporum  horum  ra¬ 
li  o  p  a  ti  atur ,  nec  mihi  confultum 
fuerity  quiy  lucrando  tempori  in¬ 
de  occafionem  nadluSy  rem  omnem 
haSlenus  intra  pralmúnaria  de 
ipfis  perfonis  Mediatorumy  de 
modo  tradlandiy  íy  mediis  fe  cu - 
ritatis  proponendis  continuii  cer¬ 
tas  non  feparare  me  d  S .  Regid* 
Maje  [late  y  cujus  aufpiciisy  ío 
fatisfadlioneniy  &  fecuritatem 
me  confecuturum  conjido .  Mjifd' 
foedus  Jinglo- Hifpanum  Ma¬ 
drid  jam  tum  fignatum ,  &  ad 
ratfi:  anchan  in  Angliam  tranf- 
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psace  between  England  and 
Spain  being  íigned  at  Madrid, 
and  that  it  is  fent  into  Eng¬ 
land  to  be  ratified.  I  wiíh 
the  effefts  of  it  be  not  delay- 
ed  ;  and  that  the  Spaniards 
may  be  ready  at  the  time,  a- 
g.ainft  whom  I  hear  the  Hol- 
landers  have  alio  declared  war 
bytheinífigationof  theF  rench. 
Your  moít  obliged  fervant. 


rntjfum  fit ,  Ubenter  accepi  ;  op¬ 
taron  Jane  hujus  cjfetium  non 
defe rr i y  &  HiJ panos  tempori  pa¬ 
ratos  ejfty  quibus  etiam  ab  Hol - 
lañáis  bellum  G alionan  injhga- 
tione  denunciandum  intelligo  :  ac 
hifee  ?naneo  Dcminationis  ve- 
flus  addiffiff. 


From  Sir  George  Savile. 

c  j  p  April  4>  1 666. 

TH  I  S  muft  carry  my  thanks  to  you  ior  tv\o 
letters  1  received  at  the  fame  time  from  you, 
which  giveth  me  a  fair  occafion  to  fay  a  great  deal  to 
you  j  but  that  I  will  not  trefpafs  upon  our  agreement, 
to  omit  ceremony,  or  any  thing  tnat  looketh  hke  it. 
Yet,  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  I  thmk  my- 
felf  as  much  afíured  of  your  kindnefs,  by  youi  Ltiiiig 
me  ftay  in  your  thoughts  (when  you  mignt  forget  me 
without  breach  of  friendíhip,  confidering  the  weight 
of  bufmefs  that  lieth  upon  you)  as  I  could  be  by  any 
mark  of  it  you  can  imagine  :  and  if  you  will  fuppoie 
my  fenfe  of  it  anfwerably,  and  reckon  upon  my  fer- 
vice  accordingly  •,  if  it  may  ever  be  of  uíe  to  you, 
you  will  do  me  but  right.  In  the  mean  time  you 
make  me  fenfible  of  the  inconvenience  of  living  ouc 
of  the  world  :  now  that  I  find  it  impoíTible  for  me  to 
write  three  lines  of  fenfe  in  exchange  for  your  letters, 
that  are  full  of  every  thing  which  can  make  them  wel- 
come.  I  am  fo  aíhamed  you  (hould  converfe  with  a  dead 
man,’ that  I  almoft  wiíh  the  French  landed  upon  our 
coaft,  thinking  it  better  to  write  you  a  íad  ftory  than 
none.  How  foon  I  may  be  furniíhed  with  fomethingoi 
this  kind,  dependeth  upon  our  fuccc¡s  at  fea,  and  the 
faith  of  your  Bifhop,  w’hch.may  well  be  íhaken,  if  yon 
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do  not  fupport  it  with  your  bilis  of  exchange.  He  is 
llkely  to  be  fo  over-matched  this  next  campaign,  that 
I  doubt  he  will  be  tempted  to  break  faith  with  here¬ 
des,  rather  than  be  a  Martyr  in  our  calendar.  Iíhould 
be  glad  to  hear  Spain  wouíd  come  into  our  fcales,  to 
help  us  to  weigh  down  our  enemies ;  but  I  fear  their 
til  luck  in  the  late  vvar  hath  not  left  them  fpirit 
enough  to  fall  out  with  the  French,  though  their  in- 
tereft  provoketh  them  to  it.  Befides,  the  Crown  is 
in  a  eradle ;  and  a  Spaniíh  Council  1  imagine  to  be 
as  ílow  an  afíembly  as  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  So 
that  we  muft  rely  upon  the  oak  and  courage  of  Eng- 
land  to  do  our  bufinefs,  there  being  fmall  appearance 
of  any  thing  to  help  us  from  abroad. 

I  believe,  before  this  cometh  to  your  hands,  you 
will  be  waiting  upon  Mademoifelle  Beverwaert,  who 
is  a  teftimony  that  this  vvar  hath  given  us  no  fuch 
antipathy  to  the  Dutch,  lince  we  chufe  one  to  breed 
Statefmen  for  the  next  age.  The  Captain  that  went 
upon  fo  peaceable  an  errand,  and  into  a  friendo  har- 
bour,  had  ill  fortune  to  be  fo  roughly  faluted  :  but,  it 
being  a  fingle  a¿t  of  the  officer,  without  any  order 
from  his  fuperiors,  it  is  of  no  more  confequence  to  us 
than  the  found  of  it  may  amount  to. 

I  direít  this  as  you  bid  me :  and,  though  it  íhould 
not  come  to  you,  I  aílure  myfelf  you  would  not  im¬ 
pute  it  to  the  omiíTion,  but  to  rheiil  fortune,  of,  Sir, 
your  moíl  faithful  humble  fervant. 


From  the  Bijhop  cfMunfter . 

May  21,  1666. 

SIR, 

Doubt  not  but  by  your  good 
offices  the  reception  of  my 
en  voy  the  Barón  déRofenback 
at  Court  will  be  fo  prepared, 
as  that  his  Majefty  may  have 

an 


Ab  Epifcopo  Monafterii. 

Lugderio,  Maii 
Generofe  Domine,  21, 1666. 
O  iV  i htbito  off.cn s  D's 
Vra  a  di  t  am  in  aula  Re- 
gis  ablégalo  vico  Baroni  de  Ro * 
fenback  ita  praparatum ,  ut  S, 
Regias  Majeflaii  rain  c enjillí 
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an  accountof  mydefígns  :  and 
I  hope  you  will  continué  your 
favour  fo  far,  as-the  King  may 
be  perfuaded  that  the  necef- 
fity  which  forced  me  to  ac- 
cept  the  peace,  has  not  taken 
any  thing  from  the  profeílion 
of  thathonour,  duty,  and  fer¬ 
vice,  Iíhall  ever  pay  him.  To 
which  end  I  have  ordered  my 
ao-ent  Rentorf  to  cultívate  a 
ífria  friendíhip  in  my  ñame, 
as  well  as  to  communicate  to 
you  my  moft  fecret  aft airs,  re- 
folving  to  watch  all  occafions 
for  the  fervice  of  bis  Majefty  \ 
in  order  to  which,  I  have  fent 
back  to  the  Marquis  of  Caftel- 
Rodrigo  the  Brabant  troops, 
as  well  as  thofe  raiíed  in  the 
circle  of  Burgundy,  all  entire. 
And  now  fome  Germán  regi- 
ments,  well  armed  and  exer- 
cifed,  are  preparing  for  their 
march  into  Flanders,  of  whofe 
valour  the  Hollanders  them- 
felves  are  witneffes,  as  I  be- 
lieve  you  know  already  from^ 
the  faid  Marquis.  Now,  lince 
it  concerns  me  very  much  that 
his  Majefty  íhould  knowthefe 
foldiers  are  keptin  his  fervice, 
I  íhould  be  extreme! y  fatisíied 
if  you  would  inform  the  Ring 
of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
faid  Barón  de  Rofenback  will 
be  arrived  at  London.  And 
that  it  be  reprefented  as  a 
mark  of  my  eternal  devotion 
to  his  Majefty.  In  which  you 
will  highly  oblige  me :  and  in 
confidencc  vvhereof  I  remain, 
Sir,  your  moft  obliged  fervant. 
Yol.  I. 


rjici  prabeatur  ;  quod  Dorti • 
y>am  ita  continuaturam  fperoy 
ut  Rex  pcrfuafum  omnino  habeat 
ifiam  ncceffitatem,  qua  mihipa- 
cis  leges  nnpofuity  nibil  prorjus 
ditraxiff'e  de  animo  quo  S.  Ala - 
jefiatis  obfervantia ,  gloria ,  & 
utilitati ,  aternum  devotas  Jum . 
E  tanque  in  finan  manduvi  agen  ti 
meo  Rentorf  intimara  meo  nomi - 
ne  cuín  Dr,e  Vr*  communica- 
tionem  rnearum  rerurn ,  ísf  ami- 
citiam  colere ,  intentas  femper  irt 
occajiones  omncs  futuras  pro  fir - 
vitio  S.  Alajeflatis  ;  qucm  in 
finerjt  copias  Brabanticas ,  c d  irt 
circulo  Burgundico  conficriptasf 
Domino  Alarchioni  de  Cajiel - 
Rodrigo  integras  remfi ;  &  jam 
itineri  in  Belgium  Hifpanicum 
accinguntur  legiones  ahquot  Ger - 
manorum  ;  fortis  fian e  &  exer- 
citatus  miles ,  de  quorum  virtute 
ipfit  f ceder ati  Belga  tcftari  pote - 
runt ;  uti  Dom .  Vcflram  jam  ex 
pradifio  domino  gubcrnatore  la- 
tius  cognovifi'e  arbitrar.  Cum 
autem  mea  plurimum  interfit ,  ut 
Regia  Majefiati  fina:  conjlct 
militem  hunc  in  fuo  fervitio  con - 
fervari ;  pergratum  mihi  foret , 
fi  Dio  Vefira  de  eo, facilitando 
intentioni  mea:,  quamprimum  & 
fine  mora  hoc  tpfo  tempore  quo 
di 51  us  Baro  de  Rofenback  Lon - 
dinum  appulerit ,  ¿.  Majeji ti¬ 
tán  certiorem  fiaciat ,  &  tan - 
quam  indtcium  ratum  ate?  na 
mea  in  Regem  fidet  contefíetv. ?  .* 
quo  me  D10  Vra  fibi  fumino  fe - 
re  obligabit ;  et  hác  fiducia  ma¬ 
neo  Dominationi  vefira  addic- 
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F rom  my  Lord  Arlington. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,  July,  -jo,  1666+ 

WH  A  T  I  received  in  yours  of  the  2d  was 
written  to  rne  a t  large,  from  him  whom  I 
íuppofe  ro  be  the  author  of  it,  but  n.ot  exaftly  with 
the  lipne  circtimftances  :  whether  his  meaning  or  his 
imagination  fail  him,  is  a  great  queftion  here.  His 
ñame,  to  fpeak  freely  wkh  you,  is  able  to  diferedit 
any  truth :  and  againft  the  grain  I  employed  him  in 
Holland,  not  to  make  him  the  inftrument  of  a  peace* 
but  to  ferrd  us  news  :  however*  I  do  not  yet  difeour- 
age  him  from  writing,  though  I  wifh  what  he  faith 
carne  from  any  hand  rather  than  his.  Accordingly, 
you  fhall  do  well  to  handle  him :  and  this  is  enough 
upon  this  fubjeíl,  when  I  have  fo  much  a  better  to 
entertain  you  tipom  Here  inclofed  you  have  the  effec- 
tive  truth  of  what  I  fent  you  the  fymptoms  in  my  laft. 
I  durft  not  hazard  any  of  my  acquaintance  with  the 
putting  it  intoFrerrch,  becatiíe  of  the  fea  terms  where- 
with  it  abounds :  but,  if  you  can  get  it  well  doner 
and  qnieklv  publifhed,  you  will  do  his  Maj.efty  a  good 
fervice^  and  may  fairíy  put  the  coíl  of  it  into  your 
accounts.  Moreover,  I  have  promifed  his  Majeíty 
to  charge  you  wkh  the  writing  of  fomc  fmall  paper,, 
and  publifliing  it  in  Freneh,  that  may  pleafantly  and 
pertinently  awaken  the  good  patriots  in  Holland,  not 
only  to  thoughts  and  wifhes  of  peace,  but  to  a  rea- 
fonable  application  for  it-,  aífuring  them  his  Majeíly 
continúes  ftill  to  wiíli  it,  and  v/ould  gladly  receive 
any  overtures  for  it  from  the  States,  here  in  his  own 
Kingdom,  not  expecling  lefs  from  them  in  this  kind, 
tharT they  did  to  the  Ufurper  Cromwell.  This  done  in 
any  form  you  like  beft  would  certainly  opérate  well 
ín  Holland,  and  be  a  work  worthy  of  your  pen  •,  which, 

I  know,.  has  fuflictency  very  much  greater.  One  thing 

dpccially 
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efpecially  it  will  be  good  to  mind  them  of,  the  confi- 
derable  íuccours  and  advantages  they  have  hadby  the 
conjunélion  with  France-,  which  hath  not  been  re- 
markably  vifible  in  any  thing  more  than  in  getting 
their  narratives  to  be  believed  in  all  the  Courts  oí 
Chriftendom,  and  helping  them  to  malee  their  bon- 
fires  for  their  fucceíTes. 

His  Majefty  is  going  this  night  to  vilit  the  Qucei 
at  Tunbridge ;  for  which  he  had  not  leifure  till  now. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  moíl  aífebtionate  fervant. 

P.  S.  Let  your  emiíTaries  give  you  a  particular  ac- 
count  of  the  condition  of  the  Dutch  ñeet  gotten  into 
Zealand,  and  of  the  readinefs  they  are  in  to  come  out 
again  *,  with  an  exaól  account  of  their  ftrength  if  it 
be  poíTible.  Monfieur  Nypho  will  help  to  convey  it 
Ipeedily  to  us. 

From  the  Farl  of  Ciar  endon ♦ 

SIR,  Worceíler-Houfe,  Auguft  2,  1666. 

IHave  many  excufes  to  malee  you  for  not  acknow- 
iedging  all  your  letters  punótually  when  I  re- 
ceived  them,  which  I  fuppofe  would  give  you  lome 
trouble  *,  and  I  am  fure  all  I  can  fay  to  you,  by  way 
of  information  or  advice,  is  conftantly  and  abundant- 
ly  lupplied  by  the  diligence  of  my  good  friend  my 
Lord  Arlington. 

The  laft  favour  I  received  from  you  was  of  the  2  3d 
of  this  month  •,  fince  which  time  it  hath  pleafed  God 
to  give  a  wonderful  improvement  to  our  affairs  :  and 
yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  you  there  knew  more  of  the 
full  extent  of  the  late  great  viftory  than  we  do.  In 
all  mensviewitis  very  great  and -noble,  and  in  or  e 
refpeót  very  wonderful,  that  almoft  the  whole  fleet 
that  went  from  henee  rides  now  before  the  enemies 
harbours,  without  being  compelkd  tQ  fend  any  con- 
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fidetable  number  of  their  fhips  to  be  repaired  :  and! 
believe  this  fuccefs  vvill  change  the  meafures  of  moft 
of  the  counfels  in  Chriftendom.  I  wifh  with  all  m 7 
heart  it  may  work  upon  them  from  whorn  your  Court 
muft  receive  its  orders,  to  move  with  a  little  more  vi- 
o-.our  in  their  refolutions :  the  want  of  which  will  at 

o 

lome  time  or  other  prove  fatal  to  that  monarchy. 
They  i:  a  ve  it  yet  in  their  povver  to  fecure  themfclves 
from  ever  receiving  prejudiee  from  the  French ;  which 
I  take  to  be  the  only  bkffing  they  are  to  pray  for  in 
this  world  :  but  it  will  not  be  always  in  their  power 
to  do  lo. 

I  prefume  my  good  friend  Ogniate  i s  before  this 
time  arrived  there  with  good  fatisfaéfion :  and  I  will 
not  deny  to  you  I  always  wifhed  well  to  thofe  tranf- 
aétions,  the  conceffions  being  (in  truth)  no  other  than 
v/hat  in  juftice  ought.to  be  granted  ;  except  we  would 
declare  to  the  world,  that,  whilít  we  have  a  war  with 
Holland,  we  will  have  no  peace  with  Flanders.  I  wiíh 
with  aH  my  heart  that  it  may  be  punftually.  and  re- 
ligiouíly  obferved  on  our  part,  by  the  exemplary 
puniíhment  of  thofe  perfons  who-  in  the  leaíl  degree 
viólate  the  protection  agreed  upon.  And  thcugh  there 
will  be,  as  )?ou  fay,  a  great  latitude  íor  them  to  co¬ 
ver  the  Dutch  trade  ;  yet  that  cannot  be  long  without 
difcovery,  and  they  will  thereby  render  themfelves 
infamous  to  the  world,  and  will  fuffer  accordingly.^  I 
know  the  Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodrigo  will  be  as  jea- 
lous  in  that  affair  as  poffible  :  and  Ogniate,  who  was 
the  fitteft  perfon  alive  to  be  fent  on  that  errand,  will 
be  vigilant  to  the  utmoít ;  and  1  am  confident  will 
advertife  the  Marquis  upon  the  leaft  difcovery.  I 
know  not  whether  he  be  enougli  known  to  you  ;  but, 
truft  me,  he  is  very  worthy  of  your  friendíliip,  which 
is  due  to  him  from  all  good  Engliíhmen,  having  ex- 
prefied  the  lame  veneration  to  the  King,  and  the  lame 
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civility  and  kindnefs  to  us,  who  had  the  honoür  ac 
the  fame  time  to  attend  his  Majefty,  when  wewere 
in  Flanders,  as  he  can  do  now,  when  we  are  at  Whitc- 
halh  And,  as  that  refpeft  of  his  was  then  of  great 
ufe  and  benefit  to  his  Majefty,  fo  it  was  apparently 
to  his  own  prejudice  and  difadvantage  fo  that,  if  we 
are  not  all  kind  to  him,  we  defejve  no  more  iuch 
friends.  1  am,  Sir,  your  affeótionate  fervant. 

From  Sir  WiUiam  CoVentry . 

«  * 

S  I R,  September  2 1 ,  166;. 

SInce  my  laH  to  you,  I  have  acquainted  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  with  your  liaving* 
diípofed  the  blank  paífes  fent  to  you  •,  and  that  the 
people  of  tliofe  countries  were  ftill  defirous  of  thoie 
paífes-,  though  there  was  another  proviíion  made  íor 
their  fecurity,  by  the  agreement  with  M.  Ogniate  : 
vvhereupon  his  Majefty  gave  confent  to  the  fending 
over  fome  more  of  them.  By  this  coiweyance  I  fend 
you  five  of  them.  More  (hall  be  fent  hereafter,  ir 
you  continué  to  delire  them  :  but  I  thought  not  íit  to 
fwell  this  pacquet  too  much. 

The  French  ñeet  hath  been  in  the  channel,  and 
Prince  Rupert’s  fleet  having  been  driven  from  their 
anohors  with  a  ftorm,  and  by  other  fuch  accidenta, 
he  did  not  meet  with  them  at  their  firft  coming-,  and 
now  we  are  uncertain  whether  they  are  not  gone  back 
again.  To-tnorrow  will  tell  us  more  of  that  tiran  í 
can  now  affirm*  The  ftorm  which  drove  Prince  Ru¬ 
pert’s  fleet  from  their  anchors  difperfed  fome  of  the 
French  fleet,  and  feven  of  them  on  the  right  fcll  into 
our  white  íquadron-,  one  of  them  (a  íliip  calied  the 
Ruby)  of  fifty-four  guns,  and  five  hundred  men,  we 
took  ;  and  fome  of  our  frigates  purfued  the  reír,  with 
what  fuccefs  I  know  not  as  yet.  I  am  apt  to  believe 
the  bodv  of  their  fleet  is  gone  back  agam  towards  Breít 
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or  Rochel.  We  hear  De  Ruyter  is  dead,  and  another 
Admiral  chofen. 

This  day  the  Parliament  voted  that  they  will  íup- 
ply  his  Majefty  proportionably  to  his  occafions,  or 
words  to  that  eftcct ;  fo  our  neighbours  will  fee  our 
hearts  do  not  fail  us  in  all  our  misfortunes.  I  am, 
Sir,  your  moít  aíFcctionate  humble  lervant. 

From  the  Duke  of  O r morid . 

SIR,  Kilkenny,  Oclober  14,  1666, 

IHave  more  of  yours  to  acknowledge  than  I  have 
by  me  to  take  particular  notice  of.  They  were 
very  pertinent  iníormations  as  things  then  went :  and 
lome  of  them  got  hither  with  fo  much  fpeed,  that  thjéy 
out-ran  any  intelligence  I  could  get  out  of  England. 
To-morrow  I  fhall  be  in  your  livery,  and  perhaps  try 
whether  your  Bruífels  camlet  will  refift  Iriíh  rain,  as  I 
have  known  it  do  that  of  Flanders.  I  muffc  thank  you 
for  the  prefent,  as  coming  very  feafonably,  both  in 
refpeft  of  the  time  of  the  year,  and  that,  for  aught 
I  can  yet  find,  my  Michaelmas  rent  would  hardly  have 
purchaíed  two  cloaks :  and  that  your  ítuff  will  make 
me,  if  I  fhall  be  honeftly  dealt  with. 

I  know  both  from  henee  and  out  of  England,  you 
are  ínformed  of  all  that  paífes  here.  The  Commif- 
fioners  and  their  dependents,  I  mean  lawyers,  and  the 
train  belonging  to  that  Court,  have  all  the  bufinefs, 
and  will  have  all  the  money ;  and  confequently,  if 
they  pleafe,  much  of  the  land  contended  for,  and  to 
be  diftributed.  In  England  they  are  revenging  upon 
us  here  the  falling  of  their  rents,  but,  I  doubt,  not 
repairing  themfelves ;  they  have  us,  and  perhaps  the 
King,  at  an  advantage  :  the  King  muft  be  fupplied, 
and  England  only  can  do  it.  I  wiíh  we  could  hear  of 
lome  overtures  towards  peace ;  then  would  the  King 
be  freed  from  a  necelTity  of  confenting  to  unreafon- 

able 
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able  thjngs ,  or  we  fliould  be  the  better  able  tobear 
the  ¡nterdidure  of  our  trade  wxth  England :  for  to 
that,  upon  the  matter,  the  forbiddmg  us  to  íend  our 
cattle  to  their  markets  will  amount.  1  am,  vciy  it*a  y 
Sir,  your  moft  afteálionate  fervant, 

« 

From  Sir  Wiltiam  Coventry. 

tj  j  Whitehall,  November  2,  1666. 

IHave  received  the  favour  you  did  me  of  the  5 1 ja ,  ■ 
N.  S.  and  received  with  it  the  bilí  of  exchange  for 
fifty  pounds,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  fuddenly  e 
paid.  i  owe  fo  many  of  thofe  advantages  to  your 
care  and  kindnefs,  that  they  become  ordinary,  and 
do  not  leave  me  any  new  expreffions  íor  my  thanks. 

We  have  great  expedations  vvhat  the  Swedes  army 
at  Bremen,  and  the  new  confederation  againft  them, 
will  produce.  We  hear  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
State  of  Geneva  are  falling  out,  which  probably  wi.l 
not  want  partners  in  its  fuccefs :  fo  that  the  influence 
of  Sixty-fix  will  extend  itfelf  farther  than  the  puri- 
tans  allowance  for  the  Revelations  to  be  fulfilled  in, 

which  they  confine  to  England. 

We  are  debating  ftill  in  Parliament  which  way  to 
raife  money,  but  we  draw  nearer  a  conclufion  ;  and  ! 
believe  the  next  week  will  bring  it  to  good  maturity. 

I  arn,  Sir,  your  moft  aff«dionate  humóle  fervant. 

From  the  Duke  of  Qrmoná. 

SIR?  Dublin,  Dec.  iS,  1666. 

YOurs  of  the  XV  paft  found  me  on  my  way  hither, 
where  I  propofe  to  Ipend  the  reft  of  the  w  intet . 
How  the  fummer  will  be  fpent,  feems  very  doubtful ; 
our  preparations  for  the  war  would  mane  oim  tlunk 
we  are  fure  of  a  peace  •,  which  may  be  well  laid 
without  any  refledion  on  the  King  and  his  Miniftcis. 
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I  am  once  to  thank  you  for  your  great  civility  to 
my  nephew  Clancarty,  in  wholé  confideration  you 
llave  undertaken  to  endeavour  a  país  for  Colonel 
Murphy,  and  for  the  difpofition  of  the  money  the 
Colonel  was  ordered  (if  he  thought  fit)  to  put  into 
your  hand.  I  have  by  this  poíl  written  to  Sir  John 
Shaw  to  draw  it  into  England  when  he  lhall  find  it 
beft  •,  and  I  am  prepared  to  pay  the  Colonel  here. 

I  believe  you  heard  as  foon  of  the  fuppreffion,  as 
of  the  raifing,  of  the  Scottiíh  commotion  •,  perhaps 
equil  credit  would  not  be  given  in  Holland  to  both. 
1 1  inade  me  hallen  hither,  and  prepare  myfelf  to  have 
kept  Chriílmas  in  the  North,  if  the  rebellion  had  laft- 
ed.  What  difcovery  will  be  made,  and  juílice  done 
upon  the  oífenders,  you  will  receive  fooner  knowledge 
cf  out  of  England,  than  from  henee.  I  am  very 
ccnfident  they  had  well-wilhers  here ;  which  is  a 
good,  or  rather  a  bad,  ftep  to  correfpondency,  as  that 
is  to  conjundion.  Thofe  that  think  well  of  Preíby* 
terians,  diílinguifh  thofe  fellows,  and  cali  them  Re- 
monllrators.  I  think  the  true  difference  is,  thefe 
thought  they  had  power  to  change  the  government, 
and  the  other  do  wilh  they  had. 

When  you  are  at  leifure,  I  wiíh  to  know  what  kind 
of  fort  is  raifed  at  Charleroy,  and  what  number  of 
nien,  horfe,  and  foot,  it  will  contain,  Iam,  withall 
reality,  Sir,  your  molí  affedionate  humble  fervant, 

From  the  Duke  of  Ormond . 

SIR,  Dublin,  January  29,  1667. 

TH  E  fuccefs  of  your  negotiations  gives  no  man 
greater  fatisfadion  for  the  part  you  had  in  it, 
than  to  me.  The  happy  confequences  which  may 
reaíonably  be  expeded  from  the  conclufion  of  that 
treaty,  may  extend  farther  and  lalt  longer,  than  I 
have  had  time,  fmee  I  received  yours  of  the  2qth  in~ 
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flant,  to  confider.  I  confefs,  my  firít  rcflcctions  were 
upon  the  good  effeít  it  will  have  at  homc,  and  the 
crood  humour  it  is  likely  to  put  the  Parliament  m  at 
their  firft  meeting  ;  which  I  look  upon  as  the  foun* 
dation  of  all  other  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it 
by  reputation,  and  all  the  good  e  fFccts  of  that  arnongít 
our  neighbours.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  where  or 
when  you  are  like  to  fix,  that  rny  letters  may  be  con- 
veyed  to  you  when  I  think  they  may  be  worth  your 
receiving  from,  Sir,  your  moft  affeñionate  humble 

fervant. 

From  my  Lord  Ambajf ador  Coventry . 

S  I  R,  Brcda,  Auguft  4,  N.  S.  1667. 

YOU  RS  of  the-29th  July  I  have  received,  and 
thank  you  for  it.  I  doubt  not  but  by  this  time 
you  have  heard  of  the  feveral  treaties  ot  peace  íigned 
here  the  44.  of  July.  *  We  were  fo  very  bufy  in  dif- 
patching  away  Sir  John  Coventry  for  England  with 
the  treaties,  that  I  had  not  leifure  till  now  to  give  you 
an  account  of  it.  Xhat  between  the  States  and  us 
confifteth  in  an  abfolute  abolition  of  all  pretences  011 
either  fide,  each  to  remain  mafters  of  what  they  were 
in  poffeílion  of  the  of  May  1667-,  what  fince 
taken,  to  be  reftored,  as  to  lands  and  fortreífes  :  fhips 
are  yet  liable  till  after  publication,  when  all  hoftili- 
ties  are  to  ceafe  within  twelve  days  in  the  Channei, 
and  fo  proportionably  in  other  feas  *,  then  the  whole 
treaty  of  1662  renewed,  and  we  both  to  make  ufe  oí 
the  articles  between  S ranee  and  this  State  for  contra- 
band  goods,  till  fuch  time  as  we  can  agree  of  one  be¬ 
tween  ourfelves.  I  he  reíl  is  a  reftonng  oí  the  tieaty 
ín  1662,  as  to  all  its  árdeles  except  the  eleventh, 
wherem  our  pretenfions  are  contained.  As  to  the 
sét  of  navigation,  you  will  near  much  noife,  that  that 

is  repealed.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  •,  neither  doth 
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the  árdele  about  that  matter  give  the  States  any  more 
advantage,  than  as  I  conceive  the  aét  gave  them  be- 
fore.  As  to  the  French,  we  redore  all  to  each  other 
that  each  hath  taken,  and  all  things  done  put  in  ob- 

livion.  As  to  Denmark, - the  debt  he  owed  the 

Hamburgh  company,  France  ftanding  very  firm  to 
him  upon  thepoint;  and  their  greateft  argument  was, 
that  it  was  not  a  debt  contrafted  byhim  or  his  father ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  impofed  on  his  father  for  hav- 
ing  afiifted  the  late  King ;  and  befiaes  they  gave  us 
our  choice  either  to  agree  thus,  or  to  account  for 
what  had  been  taken  on  each  fide,  and  render :  the 
latter  was  thought  the  more  prejudicial  to  the  King 
our  Mafter  •,  and  fo  this  hath  paífed.  And  there  is, 
I  think,  the  íubftance  of  thedhree  treaties. 

FIow  or  where  this  letter  will  find  you,  we  know 
not :  for  we  here  believe  Bru fiéis  befieged,  and  that, 
according  to  the  faíhion  of  this  year’s  campaign,  is 
litde  lefs  than  taken. 

All  public  Minifters  have,  or  will  have,  left  this 
town ,  within  a  day  or  two,  except  ourfelves.  To- 
morrow  fortnight  they  all  meet  here  again,  expeñing 
the  ratification.  I  am,  Sir,  with  very  great  fincerity, 
vour  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

V 

From  my  Lvrd  Hollis . 

S I R,  Breda,  July  4,  N.  S.  1667, 

IHave  received  yours  by  my  Lord  Stafford’s  fer¬ 
vant,  and  fee  you  have  put  off  your  journey  hither 
in  expedtation  we  might  be  removing  henee ;  and  for 
which  it  feems  the  Marquis  de  Caílel -Rodrigo  is 
pleafed  to  exprefs  himlelf  with  fo  much  civility  and 
kindnefs  towards  us  *,  for  which  both  my  Lord  Am- 
baflador  Coventry  and  myfelf  do  return  our  mofe 
humble  thanks.  But  it  will  not  be  poffible  that  we 

can 
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can  remove  fo  foon ;  fo  as  afiuredly  you  will  have  time 
enough  to  do  us  that  favour,  and  very  gladly  we  íliall 
rcceive  it  from  you  •,  when  we  may  at  leifure  difcourfc 
of  the  prefent  pofture  of  our  affairs,  and  make  thofe 
fad  refleaions  which  they  deferve •,  and  which  will  be 
much  fttter  for  a  conference,  than  to  be  íet  down  in 
paper.  I  fhall  referve  them  tillthen,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  and  ever,  remain,  Sir,  your  very  affeélionate 
and  moíl  humble  fervant. 

From  my  Lord  Ambaffcidor  Coventry. 

SIR,  Breda,  Auguft  ¿t,  i 667. 

IAm  very  thankful  to  you  for  the  buck  you  fent  us ; 

and  it  carne  very  well,  and  fo  feafonably,  that  I 
made  ufe  of  fome  of  it  the  very  morning  it  carne.  We 
have  no  news  to  fend  you  from  henee,  but  that  we 
are  now  altogether  employed  in  jollity,  and  expedí 
our  fhips  to  give  us  fome  fea  phyfic,  to  purge  the  ex¬ 
cedes  we  make,  Your  health  is  not  only  what  we 
drink,  but  what  we  pray  for.  The  firft  part  hath  alrea- 
dy  been  ufeful  to  digefl  our  venifon,  and  the  other  we 
referve  for  more  important  confiderations.  In  conclu- 
fion,  we  hear  more  of  drums  and  trumpets  fince  the 
peace,  than  we  did  in  the  war ;  though  I  hope  this 
will  flot  be  fo  fatal  a  noife  as  they  make  at  Lifle.  I  arn 
íbrry  both  for  the  want  of  your  company,  and  the 
reaíbn  of  it.  Now,  our  own  peace  is  done,  I  could  wiíh 
with  all  my  heart  Chriftendom’s  were  fo  too.  Sir,  I 
pray  believe  me  to  be,  what  I  very  fincerely  am,  your 
moíl  faithful  humble  fervant. 


From 


4$4 


Lcftcrs  of  Sir  William 'Temple, 
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Frotn  my  *  Lord  Lijle. 

S  *  September  26,  1667, 

SInce  í  liad  your  laft  letter,  I  have  made  you  no 
acknowledgment  of  it :  a  retirement  is  in  feve- 
ral  refpefts  like  the  night  of  one’s  life,  in  the  obfcu- 
sjty  and  daiknefs,  and  in  the  íleepinels  and  doíedneís: 
which  I  mention  to  put  you  in  mind  that  I  am  only 
by  my  poíture  of  life  apt  to  be  failing  towards  you. 

\ v  hat  is  of  Court  or  aífemblies  near  us,  is  at  iny 
Lord  Crofts  s.  Sir  Tilomas  Ingram  this  fummer 
hath  made  no  noife  at  all.  Oíd  Lady  Devonfhire 
keeps  up  her  feafts  ftill ;  and  that  hath  been  of  late 
Mr.  Waller’s  chief  theatre:  the  aíTembly  of  wits  at 
Mr.  Comptroller’s  will  fcarce  let  him  in :  and  poor 
Sir  John  Denham  is  fallen  to  the  ladies  alfo.  He  is 
at  many  of  the  meetings  at  dinners,  talks  more  than 
ever  he  did,  and  is  extremely  pleafed  with  thofe  that 
feem  vvilling  to  hear  him  ;  and  from  that  obligation 
exceedingly  praifes  the  Dutchefs  of  Monmouth  and 
my  Lady  Cavendiíh ;  if  he  had  not  the  ñame  of  be- 
ing  mad,  I  believe  in  moft  companies  he  would  be 
thought  wittier  than  ever  he  was.  He  feems  to  have 
few  extravagancies,  befides  that  of  telling  ftories  of 
himfelf,  which  he  is  always  inclined  to.  Some  of  his 
acquaintance  fay,  that  extreme  vanity  was  a  caufe  of 
his  madnefs,  as  well  as  it  is  an  effeót. 

All  perfons  of  note  hereabouts  are  going  to  their 
winter-quarters  at  London.  The  burning  of  the 
city  begins  to  be  talked  of  as  a  ftory  like  that  of  the 
burning  of  Troy.  At  Sheen  we  are  like  to  be  bare  : 
Lady  Luddal  feems  uncertain  in  her  ftayj  and  we 
hear  that,  when  Sir  James  Sheen  and  his  Lady  wese 
ready  to  come  from  Ireland,  great  cramps  took  my 

*  Aftervvards  Earl  of  Leí  ceder. 

Lady 
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Lady  in  her  limbs  :  and  Sir  James’s  fervants  doubt 
whether  we  íhall  fee  him  this  winter. 

I  defire,  Sir,  your  leave  to  kifs  my  Lady  Temple’s 
hands,  and  my  Lady  Giffard’s  hands,  by  your  letter. 
My  daughter  and  I  were  in  difpute  which  oí  us  two 
Ibould  wfite  this  time  to  Brufíels ;  and,  becaufe  I 
was  judged  to  have  more  leifure,  ít  fell  to  me,  and 
my  Lady  Temple  is  to  have  the  next  from  her. 

I  wiíh,  yon,  Sir,  all  good  fuccefies  in  your  bufmefs, 
and  am  your  very  affeótionate  fervant. 

From  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

SIR,  Madrid,  September  27,  1667. 

TH I  S  begs  your  pardon  for  my  not  writing  by 
the  laft  poft,  and  prefents  you  my  humble 
thanks  for  that  letter  I  Ibould  then  have  acknowledged, 
and  another  of  September  7,  N.  S.  which,  with 
many  advices  very  coníiderable  and  deíireable  to  be 
known,  gives  me  one  particular  fatisfaftion,  to  hear^ 
that  one  copy  of  the  treaty  is  in  fo  certain  a  way  of 
getting  home.  There  are  two  more  gone  by  fea, 
one  from  Calais,  Auguft  2,  N.  S.  the  other  exprels 
by  a  vefiel  from  Rigo  in  Gallicia,  Auguft  3G  S- 
defigned  to  fet  a  gentleman  of  my  company  aíhore  in 
Ireland  on  the  íbuth  párt;  which  courfe  I  direéted  as 
a  certain  way  to  avoid  the  danger  of  the  fea,  and  no 
very  tedious  way  of  paflage  •,  I  fuppofe  all  thefe  like- 
ly  to  arrive  in  England  much  about  a  time. 

This  place  affords  not  much  coníiderable  news  to 
return  you.  Our  Portugal  adjuftment  keeps  the  pace 
of  the  accuftomed  Spanilh  gravity  (if  it  proceed  for- 
ward  at  all.)  They  have  here  removed  the  Prefident 
of  the  Hazienda,  (or,  as  they  cali  it,  jubilar’ d  him) 
givino-  him  his  falary  ftill  of  6000  ducats  per  annum, , 
for  his  own  life,  his  wife*s  and  his  eldeft  Ion  s  j  and 
alfo  have  given  him  fome  other  confiderable  Mer¬ 
cedes  i 
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cedes ;  and  have  made  Don  López  de  los  Rois  Pre~ 
lident  de  Hazienda  in  his  room.  This  laft  is  Caftil- 
lo’s  near  kinfman  and  creature,  the  other  a  near  kinf- 
man  of  the  Duke  of  Medina’s  de  las  Torres. 

The  Conde  de  Fwenfalida  is  lately  dead  (a  Grandee 
ofSpain.)  My  chief  bufinefs  here  is  a  longing  expec- 
tation  to  hear  of  the  treaty  I  have  made  here  to  be 
received  in  England,  which  now  I  daily  (hall  hope 
íor  ;  and,  as  any  thing  t henee,  or  here,  occurs  worth 
your  notice,  it  Ihall  be  prefented  you  by,  Sir,  your 
moíl  affettionate  and  moft  humble  íervant. 

From  the  Farl  of  Sandwich . 

Madrid,  December  4-*,  1667. 
Hope  from  your  goodnefs  to  find  pardon  for  mif- 
íing  the  other  pofts,  but  daré  not  adventure  your 
patience  to  fail  this  alfo,  though  I  am  now  hurried  by 
bufineís,  ío  that  I  have  not  time  ío  largely  and  con- 
íxderably  to  write  as  I  defire.  Be  pleafed  then  to 
know  that  Mr.  Godolphin’s  journey  to  Portugal  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  delay,  until  it  was  found  neceflary  that 
I  muft  go  in  perfon  thither ;  and  then  he  refolved  to 
make  ufe  of  the  King  my  Mafter’s  leave  to  return  in- 
to  England,  and  began  his  journey  for  Bilboa  on 
Tuefday  morning  laft.  You  know  the  valué  of  Mr. 
Godolphin  ib  well,  that  it  is  needkfs  to  tell  you  my 
griefs  in  parting  from  one  of  the  moft  accomplifhed, 
worthy,  and  generous  friends  that  ever  I  met  with  : 
and  ara  heartily  glad  that  your  fnendíliip  and  mine  do 
alio  convenire  in  aliquo  tertio, 

My  journey  for  Portugal  hath  almoft  met  with  as 
many  or  more  calms  than  Mr.  Godolphin’s :  and,  in 
good  earneft,  I  am  not  able  to  give  you  any  light, 
vvhether  it  be  likely  to  proceed  or  no. 

The  Spaniards  have  reformed  two  regimen ts  of 
Germans  at  Badajos :  very  good  officers  they  fay, 

and 
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and  are  refolved  never  to  ferve  the  Spaniaru  more. 
Xh.e  King  of  Spain  has  had  the  finall-pox  \  but  ís  ib 

recovered,  as  they  fear  no  danger. 

In  Portugal,  Don  Pedro  is  made  Governor  to  al- 
fift  his  brother  in  the  fame  nature  as  his  mother  did 
when  fhe  was  Regent :  and  the  addrefies  are  made  in 

the  fame  manner.  . 

The  Queen  is  returned  to  a  convent,  aíiertmg  her- 
{g}f*  be  3 „  maid  •  and  the  King  has  under  his  hancl 
and  oath  delivered  the  fame.  So  the  Queen  purfues 
the  caufe  among  the  church-men  to  have  the  mai- 
riao-e  declared  nuil.  There  are  Cortes.  to  be  called 
there  January  1,  N.  S.  On  the  7th  iníiant,  N.  S. 
the  Marquis  of  Sande  (the  Ambaífador  that  brought 
the  Queen)  was  fhot  and  killed  in  the  ftreet  with  a 
carabine,  and  no  body  knows  who  did  it. 

I  wiíli  you  a  very  merry  Chriftmas,  and  am  moít 
affeólionately,  Sir,  your  mofl  faithful  and  moft  hum- 

ble  fervant. 

P.  S.  If  I  go  to  Portugal,  pray  continué  our  cor- 
refpondence  to  TvXr.  John  \Verden,  a  Gentleman  wor- 
thy  of  your  favour,  and  very  able  and  fecurely  my 
friend,  who  does  me  the  favour  to  continué  in  my 
houfe,  and  manages  the  King’s  bufinets  in  this  Court 
in  my  ablence,  and  will  fend  me  your  letteis. 


From  Monfteur  Gourville .  De  Monfieur  Gourvilie. 


Luneburgy  Jan. 
SIR ,  28,1668. 

a  copy  of  the  letter  wric- 
k  ten  from  the  King  of  Eng- 
land  to  the  States,  1  under- 
ftand  you  are  a  peaceable 
man :  and  the  memorial  you 
have  given  to  defire  commif- 
fioners,  in  order  to  examine 
jeintly  with  you  into  the 

means 


A  Lunebourg,  28, 
Monfieur,  Jan.  1668. 

PA  Ría  copie  de  la  lettre  que¬ 
ja  Majejle  Britannique  a 
ccrite  aux  Etats  des  Provinces 
Uni es ,  fapprens  que  vous  cíes 
un  homme  pacifique ;  la  memoir e 
que  vous  avcz  prefentee  pour  de - 
mander  des  commijjhires  pour 
chcrcber  enf creíble  les  moyens  d* 
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means  for  a  good  peace,  makes 
us  belicve  that  you  dcfire  in 
good  earneft  to  give  repofe  to 
Chriftendom.  You  know  I 
have  always  defired  it ;  but 
however  it  will  be  the  more 
agreeable  to  fee  it  done  by 
your  hands.  In  good  earneft, 
I  am  glad  the  King  of  Eng- 
land  has  made  choiceofyou 
for  fo  great  and  important 
an  affair :  when  his  Majefty 
knows  your  merits,  I  afture 
myfelf  you  will  be  always  in 
the  greateftemployments ;  and 
I  afture  you,  that  I  (hall  al¬ 
ways  be  making  wiíhes  for 
your  advancement,  till  I  fee 
you  made  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
íand.  In  the  mean  time  I 
íhall  be  ever,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  obedient  fervant. 

P.  S.  If  you  have  a  defire 
to  make  the  peace,  I  look  up¬ 
en  it  as  very  far  advanced  ; 
the  Princes  here  (hew  their 
defire  of  it.  I  did  not  think 
ío  ftay  in  this  country  above 
eight  or  ten  days ;  yet  here  I 
am  after  four  months.  Pray 
iet  me  know  whether  you 
think  the  aftembly  will  be  at 
Aix,  and  near  what  tirne,  that 
I may  keep  my  lodgings  there  ; 
and,  if  you  will  teli  me  in  con* 
fidence  the  opinión  you  have 
of  the  peace,  I  fhail  beobliged 
to  you  :  mine  is,  that  you  may 
make  it  if  you  pleafe ;  but  I 
am  not  yet  convinced  whether 
you  can  hirrder  it,  if  Monfi^ur 
|e  Wiit  has  fo  much  delire 

to 


porvenir  a  une  bonne  paixy  doit 
faire  croire  que  cejl  tout  de  bon 
que  vous  voulez  donner  le  repos  a 
la  Chretienté.  Vous  favez  com - 
me  je  V ai  toujours  fouhait'e ;  mais 
elle  me  feraautant  plus  agr cable , 
de  la  voir  faite  de  votre  main  : 
tout  de  bon  je  me  rejouis  que  Ja 
Majejle  Britannique  vous  ait 
choifi  pour  une  ft  grande  &  ji 
importante  affair e.  ffjuand  elle 
connoitra  votre  merite ,  je  m  a  f- 
fure  que  vous  aurez  toujours  les 
plus  grands  emplois  \  &  je  vous 
affure  de  la  meilleure  foi  du  mon¬ 
de ,  quejufqu ’  a  ce  queje  vous  voye 
Chancelier  d'  Anglet erre,  je  ferai 
toujours  des  vceux  pour  votre 
avancemcnt.  Et  en  atiéndante 
je  ferai  toujours  plus  veritaíle - 
ment  que  perfonne  du  monde , 
votre  tris  humble  &  tres  obéif 
fant  ferviteur . 

P,  S .  Si  vous  avez  bien  envíe 
de  faire  la  paix ,  je  la  tiens  fort 
avanc'ee  ;  les  Princes  ici  temoig- 
nent  la  defirer :  je  ne  croyois  de - 
meurer  en  ce  país  ici  que  huit  ou 
dix  jauría  &  ni  y  voila  au  bout 
de  quatre  mois .  Je  vous  prie  de 
me  mander  fi  fuous  croyez  que 
don  s’affcmblera  a  Aix ,  &  apeu 
pres  le  tems ,  a  fin  que  j’y  fajfe 
reteñir  ma  chambre :  &  ji  vous 
voulez  conñdemrnent  me  mander 
ropinion  que  vous  avez  de  la 
paix,  je  vous  en  ferai  ob/igé.  La 
mienne  efl  que  fi  vous  ¡a  voulez 
cue  vous  la  ferez :  mais  je  ne 
jais  peis  fi  convaincu  que  vous 
la  pu i Jftez  cmfecherffi  Monfeur 
de  IPitt  a  autant  $  envíe  de  la 
faire ,  comme  bien  de  gens  ¡¿ 

croycnt 3 
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to  malee  ¡t,  as  many  people  croyent ,  felón  ce  que  l  on  m  en 
believe,  according  to  what  I  mande . 
am  told . 


From  Monfieur  Gcurville,  De  Monfieur  Gourvilb 


Luñeburg ,  Feb. 

S  IRy  22,  1668» 

A  LL  your  modeíl  reafon - 
ins:  will  not  hinder  me 
from  believing  that  any  other 
Minifter  the  King  of  England 
could  have  fent  to  the  Hague, 
would  not  have  finiíhed  in 
many  months  what  you  have 
done  in  four  days.  Without 
Hattery,  it  is  a  thing  you  ought 
to  be  extremely  fatisfied  with. 

I  fufpedfed  at  firft,  that  you 
had  made  this  treaty  by  fome 
concert  with  the  Marquis  of 
Caftel- Rodrigo :  for,  though 
the  King  my  mafter  has  fo 
much  reafon  to  be  contení  to 
fee  him  grant  what  bis  Ma- 
jefty  demanded,  neverthelefs 
the  bad  counfel  of  the  Spani- 
ards  has  put  them  in  a  condi- 
tion  to  receive  your  work  as 
the  fafety  ofwhat  remained  to 
them  of  Flanders.  1  never 
lamented  my  abfencefrom  the 
Hague  but  fince  I  knew  you 
were  there.  I  cannot  yet  tell 
what  time  I  fhal!  he  obliged 
to  Hay  here,  Monfieur  de 
Lionne  bavine  charged  me 
from  the  King  with  lome  or- 
ders  in  thiscourt,  which  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  will  accom- 
modate  my  affairs.  I  am 
íirongly  perfuaded  the  King 
Vol,  I.  my 


A  Lunebourg,  22 

c  7 

Monfieur,  Fevr.  1668. 
CT’Oute  la  modejlie  de  votre  r  ai  - 
fonnement  ne  rri  empechera 
pas  de  croire ,  que  tout  autre 
Minijlre  que  Ja  Majejlé  Bri- 
tannique  eut  envoy é  a  la  Hoye, 
nauroit  pas  fait  en  bien  de 
mois  ce  que  vous  avez  acheve  en 
quatre  jours.  Sans  Jlaterie  cefi 
une  chofe  qui  vous  doit  extreme- 
ment  Jatisfaire .  Jai  dyabord 
fouppnné  que  vous  aviez  fait  ce 
traite  de  quelque  concert  avec 
Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Caflcl- 
Rodrigo :  car  encore  que  le  Roi 
mon  Maitre  ait  tant  jujet  dy  ctre 
contení  de  le  voir  accorder  ce  qitil 
a  de?nand'e  ;  neanmoins  le  me- 
chant  confeil  des  Efpognols  les  a 
mis  en  etat  de  recevcir  votre  011 - 
vrage  comme  le  falut  de  ce  qui 
leur  rejlera  aux  Pais-Bas .  fe 
navois  point  regretté  mon  ab - 
fence  de  la  Haye  que  depuis  que 
je  fai  que  vous  y  etes:  je  ne  fian- 
rois  encore  favoir  le  tems  que  je 
feral  obligé  de  demeurer  ici ; 
Monfieur  de  Lionne  mayant 
chargc  de  la  part  du  Roi  de 
quelques  ordres  en  cette  cour9 
tant  que  f  ai  lien  de  croire  que 
cela  accommodera  mes  aff aires • 
G'eñ  pourtant  un  chcmin  qui  me 
peut  conduire  a  cette  fin:  je  fuis 
tres  fortement  perfuadé  que  le 

I  i  "  R'd 
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my  mafter  will  hold  to  the  al- 
ternative,  Monfieur  de  Lion- 
ne  having  fent  me  vvord  that 
his  Majeíty  was  contení  with 
what  you  had  done  at  the 
Hague  ;  and  that,  if  the  man* 
ner  oí  it  had  been  a  lítele  more 
obliging,  there  were  nothing 
more  to  be  defired.  Thefe 
Princes  mightily  defire  the 
peace  upon  your  conditions ; 
the  league  oí  the  Rhine  is  ex- 
tremely  íatisíied  with  it ;  fo 
that,  in  all  appearance,  Spain 
may  do  what  they  pleafe  ;  for 
this  time  their  country  íliall 
be  faved,  no  thanks  to  them. 
I  would  fain  know  whether 
you  t'nink  oí  going  to  Aix.  I 
have  a  great  mind  to  fee  this 
negotiation:  and  Ifhould  have 
nothing  to  defire,  if  I  were 
Ture  to  find  you  there. 

I  fee  by  this  bufinefs  here, 
that  the  peace  will  be  made  , 
or  elfe,  that  there  will  be  a 
great  war  ;  but  I  rather  think 
the  former.  And,  if  they  will 
Jet  me  come  no  more  to 
France,  it  is  there  (at  Aix)  I 
defign  to  refide  for  the  reíh  of 
mylife.  I  doubt  not  but  they 
will  let  me  take  one  turn  to 
Paris  to  fee  if  I  can  make  my 
peace  ;  but  í  fear  they  will 
raiíe  infupportable  d ifficul ties. 

1  delire  you  to  believe  me 
always,  Sir,your  molí:  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant. 

It  may  be  í  (hall  fee  you  at 
the  Hague  fooner  than  you 
think. 


Roi  mon  Maítre  fe  tíendra  & 
V alternative.  Monfieur  deLi - 
onne  m  a  mande  que  fa  Majejlé 
étoit  contente  de  ce  que  vous  a - 
viez  fait  a  la  Haye  :  ÍA  que  fi 
la  fa^on  en  eut  eté  un  peu  plus 
cbligeante ,  il  ríy  auroít  eu  ríen 
a  defirer .  Ces  Princes  ici  fou- 
haitent  fort  la  paix  aux  condi¬ 
tions  que  vous  la  voulez  faire:' 
la  ligue  du  Rbin  en  ejl  tres  fatif- 
faite ,  ainfi  felón  les  apparences 
les  Efpagnols  auront  heau  faire , 
en  fauvera  leur  país  en  depit 
di  eux  pour  cette  fots  ici.  Je 
voudrois  bien favoirp  vous  croyez 
aller  a  Aix  ;  Jai  fort  envíe  de 
vozr  cctte  negociation ,  ÍA  je 
riaurois  ríen  a  defrer  fi  je  fa - 
vois  vous  y  trouver . 


Je  voi  par  cetie  ájfaire  ici, 
que  la  paix  ce  fera ,  ou  que  fe  fera 
une  grande  guerre  ;  mais  tout 
me  fait  croire  le  premier  ;  &  fi 
on  ne  veut  point  de  moi  en 
Fr anee,  je  m  en  vai  prendre  mon 
partí  pour  le  rejle  de  mes  jours. 
Je  ne  doute  point  que  V on  ne  me 
laiffe  faire  un  tour  a  Paris  pour 
voir  Ji  jepourrois  in  accomrnoder ; 
mais  je  crains  que  don  ne  me  faf  - 
fe  des  dificultes  infnppcrtables. 

Je  vous  fupplie  ae  me  croire 
toujours ,  Monfieur ,  vbtre  tres 
humble  &  tres  obeijfant  fervi - 
teur. 

Je  pour  raí  peut -  cite  vous  voir 
á  la  Haye  plutot  que  vous  ne 
p  en  fez. 
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j Frota  Monfieur  de  W’itt. 

llague,  Fcb . 
S  I R,  25,1668. 

H  E  bearer  hereof  deliver- 
ed  me  the  letteryoüdid 
me  the  honour  to  write  to  me 
from  Antwerp  of  the  24th  in- 
jfant  5  wherein  I  behold  with 
pleafure  your  zeal  and  dili- 
gence  for  the  advancement  of 
our  common  afFair ;  as  alfo 
the  good  difpofitions  that  your 
offices  have  already  raifed  in 
the  mind  of  the  Marquis  of 
Caftel- Rodrigo,  and  the  ap- 
pearance  of  a  morefatisfa&ory 
declaration  we  (hall  receive 
upon  the  common  requeft  to 
be  made  him  from  the  Kingof 
Great  Britain  and  this  State. 

1  delayed  not  to  communicate 
and  delibérate  the  contents  of 
the  faid  letter,  with  the  States 
Commiffioners  deputed  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  our  laft  nego- 
tiations  ;  and  we  hope  you 
willj  udge  as  we  do,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  necefiary  for  his 
Excellence  to  declare  himfelf 
withoutfartherdelayorreferve, 
agreeably  to  what  is  cuncluded 
between  England  and  this 
State,  without  defiring  before- 
hand  any  concert  more  parti¬ 
cular  than  that  which  is  made, 
íiemed,  and  ratifíed,  between 
lis  and  our  Mafters  :  for  fince 
the  Kirie  of  France  has  feen 
by  his  laít  conqueíls  howweak 
and  negligent  the  Spaniards 
are,  it  b  to  be  íeared,  that,  if 

the 


De  Monfieur  de  Wi tt 

A  la  Haye,  25 
Monfieur,  Fevr.  1668. 
T  F  portear  de  cclle-  ci  nía  bieii 
delivre  la  lettre  qu  ilvous  a 
phí  me  faire  rhonneur  de  iríe- 
crire  cP  Anver s  le  i\me  de  ce 
?nois ;  íd  fy  ai  vú  avec  agre* 
merít  le  % ele  id  la  diligence  que 
vousavez  apporté  pour  P avance  * 
ment  de  not  re  ajfaire  commune  ; 
coimne  aujji  les  bonnes  difpofitions 
que  vos  offices  ont  deja  fait  naiire 
dans  Péfprit  de  Monfieur  le 
Marquis  de  Caf  el-  Rodrigó,  id 
Papparenced’ une  declaration  plui 
fatisfaifante  que  núus  recevrons^ 
fur  la  priere  commune  qu  on  lui 
va  faire  de  la  parí  du  Roi  de  la 
Grande  Br ¿tagne  &  de  cetEtat* 
Je  n'  ai  pas  tardé  de  commum- 
quer  id  deliberen  le  contenu  de 
ladite  lettre  avec  les  Gomrríijf aires 
des  Etais ,  deputes  fur  le  Jujet  de 
nos  dernieres  negociations  $  íd 
nous  efperons  que  vous  jugereZ 
avec  nous  qu  tlejl  abfolument  ne  - 
ceffaire  que  fon  Excellence  fe  de - 
clare  fans  plus  de  del  ai  id  fans 
aucune  referve  conformement  a 
la  difpoftlon  de  ce  qui  cjl  condu 
entre  P  Anglct  erre  id  cet  Etaty 
fans  dcfirer  au  preamble  aucun 
concert  plus  particuher  que  celui 
qui  eft  faitfigné,  id  r  atifié  entre 
nous  id  par  nos  Maitres.  Car 
puifque  le  Roi  de  France  a  vu 
par  les  derniers  progres ,  comme 
les  Efpagnols  finí  f oíbles  id  ne* 
gligens ;  il  efi  a  apprehcnder  que 
Ii2  fi 
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íhe  Marquis  lets  the  montb  of 
March  expire  without  plainly 
declaring  himfelf  as  we  delire, 
íhe  King  of  France  may  be 
Veryglad,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  faid  term,  not  to  be 
obliged*  by  virtue  of  his  word 
given,  to  make  the  peace  up- 
on  the  alternative,  but  may 
make  ufe  of  the  time  and  dif- 
order  of  the  Spaniards,  to  fur- 
prife  Luxemburg,  and  a  great 
part  of  what  remains  to  the 
King  of  Spain  in  the  Nether- 
lands;  and  to  order  his  afFairs 
afterwards  as  occurrences  (hall 
happen.  The  States -General 
are  obliged  and  entirely  refolv- 
ed,  in  cafe  of  refufal  from  the 
King  of  France,  or  any  eva- 
iions  from  that  fide,  after  it 
has  been  infinuated  to  him 
that  the  Marquis  has  accepted 
either  part  of  the  alternative, 
to  execute,  in  the  moff  vigo- 
rous  manner  poííible,  what  is 
contained  inour  third  feparate 
article ;  and  by  confequence, 
jointly  with  England,  to  break 
into  open  war  againfi  France, 
to  a¿f  in  concert,  not  only  for 
defence  of  the  Netherlands, 
but,  alfo,  and  ahove  all,  toat- 
tack  and  infeft  France  byfea, 
by  defeents,  invafions  into  the 
country,  and  all  other  ways. 
Butbecaufe  it  may  be  prefup- 
pofed  in  public,  that  the  King 
of  France,  after  having  given 
his  word  to  the  States,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  a  circular  letter, 
not  only  ío  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  faid  States,  but 

alío 


fi  Monjieur  le  Marquis  laijji 
écouler  le  mois  de  Mars  fans 
s'etre  declaré  nettement ,  comme 
nous  le  defirons ,  le  Roi  de  France 
ne  foit  tres  aife  de  ríétre  pas  ob- 
ligé  apres  f  expiration  en  vertu 
de  fa  parole  donnée ,  de  faire  la 
paix  fur  r alternative  ,  C35  qu'il 
ñe  fe  Jcrve  encore  du  terns  &  du 
defordre  des  Efpagnoh  pour  fur - 
prendre  en  me  me  fiaron  le  Lux - 
embourg ,  id  une  grande  pariie 
de  ce  qui  refe  au  Roi  d’  Efpagne 
dans  le  Pa'is-Bas  \  id  pour  fe 
regler  par  apres  felón  les  occur¬ 
rences.  Les  Etats  Géneraux  fe 
trouvent  chligés  id  entierement 
refolus ,  au  cas  de  réfus  du  Roi 
de  France ,  ou  des  échappatoires 
recherch'es  de  fon  cote ,  apres  qué on 
lia  aura  infnué  que  Monfeur  le 
Marquis  ait  accepté  Jé  une  ou 
fautre  pariie  de  /’ alternative , 
dé éxecuter  en  la  maniere  la  plus 
vigoureufe  que  faire  fe  pourra, 
le  contenu  du  troi fieme  de  nos  ar - 
ticles  fepar'es ;  par  confequent  de 
rompre  conjointement  avec  l’  An- 
glcierre  en  guerre  ouverte  contre 
la  France ,  d* agir  de  concert  non 
feulement  pour  la  def enfe  duPaéis - 
Bas ;  mais  aujfi  id  furtout  d at- 
taquer  id  incommoder  ¡a  France 
de  leurs  f orces  maritimes  ;  id 
méme  par  des  de f cent  es,  ou  in  - 
vafions  dans  le  País,  id  en  toute 
autre  maniere :  mais  dé autant 
qrfil  faut  prefuppofer  publi qué¬ 
mente  que  le  Roí  de  France,  a~ 
pres  avoir  donné  fa  parole  par 
une  lettre  circulaire ,  non  feule¬ 
ment  au  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bre - 
tagne  id  aux  dits  Etats ,  mais 
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a'! lo  to  many  Princes  of  Ger- 
many,  will  not  break  a  pro- 
mife  fo  folemnly  made  ;  we 
cannot  by  any  means  enter  ¡n- 
to  concert  and  leaouie  with 

o 

Spain,  before  this  cale  effeclu- 
ally  arrives  ;  and  we  think 
thatfuch  a  league  and  concert 
made  before  the  feafon  would 
be  likely  indeed  to  produce  the 
effeót  the  Marquis  deíires  ; 
but  which  is  far  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  of  England’s  aim,  or 
that  of  the  States ;  for  you 
cannot  but  lcnow,  that  his  Ex¬ 
cellence  would  prefer  the  con- 
tinuance  of  the  war  with  our 
aíliílance,  to  the  conclufionof 
the  peace  uponthealternative; 
and  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  the 
States,  prefers  this  peace  before 
the  continuance  of  a  war, 
whereof  theymuíl  bear  allthe 
cofts,  and  all  the  profit  be  to 
the  King  of  Spain.  Now,  we 
comprehend  very  well,  that 
fuch  a  concert  and  fuch  a 
league  as  his  Excellence  de- 
íires,  would  put  the  King  of 
France  upon  an  abfolute  ne- 
cefíity  of  continuing  the  war  ; 
becaufe,  if  he  íhould  comply 
after  fuch  a  league  made  with 
his  enemies,  it  would  appear 
publickly,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  it  by  this  bond,  and  confe - 
quently  by  his  enemies  them- 
felves.  And  therefore  the 
matter  is  judicioufiy  enough 
propofed  by  his  Excellence  for 
arriving  at  his  end  ;  but,  fince 
it  would  make  us  mifs  ot  ours, 
we  hope  you  will  put  the 
Maquis  offit,  and  make  him 


ciuit 
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auffi  a  pluficurs  Princes  (T  Alie - 
magnc ,  ne  voudra  pas  manquen  a 
une  promete  fi  folemnellement 
donnee  ¿  nous  ne  pournons  en  au- 
cune  f a  pon  entrer  en  concert  & 
ligue  avcc  1'  Efpagnc,  avant  que 
ce  cas  foit  ejj ettivement  arrive  : 
&  nous  jugeons  qu  un  tel  concert 
&  une  te  lie  ligue  faite  clevant  la 
faifonfieroii  fort  eapable  de  pro  - 
duire  V ejfct  que  Monfieur  le 
Marquis  fouhaite ,  mais  qui  ejl 
tout  d  fait  éloigné  du  but  de  fa 
Majejlé  de  la  Grande  B retagne , 
&  de  leurs  Hautes  Puijf anees  ; 
car  il  ne  peut  vous  etre  inconnu 
que  fon  Excellence  prefer reroit  la 
continuaticn  de  la  guerre  anee  nos 
fecours ,  ala  conclufon  de  lapaix 
Jur  l alternative.  Et  fa  Ala - 
je  fie  auffi  bien  que  leurs  Hautes 
Puiffances  prefer ent  cette  paix  d 
la  continuation  d’ une  guerre  dont 
lis  fercient  obligés  de  porter  tou - 
tes  les  depe  ti  fes ,  &  dont  tout  le 
profit feroit  pour  le  Roi  di  Efpag- 
ne.  Or ,  nous  compretinons  fort 
bien  quun  tel  concert  &  une  teU 
le  ligue  que  fon  Excellence  defire , 
mettroit  le  Roi  de  France  dans 
une  neceffit'e  abfolue  de  continúen 
la  guerre  ;  di  autant  que  fe  ren  - 
dant  apres  une  telle  ligue  faite 
avec  fes  ennemis ,  il  paroitroit 
publiquement  qihl  y  fút  oblige 
par  cette  liaijon ,  &  par  conje - 
quent  par  fes  ennemis  mimes ;  & 
partant  1  a jf aire  ejl  judicieufe- 
ment  propofee  par  fon  Excellence 
pour  porvenir  a  fon  but ;  mais 
puifque  elle  nous  feroit  pendre  le 
not  re ,  nous  efperons  que  vous  en 
detournerez  Alonfieur  le  Alar - 
quis ,  íl  que  vous  lui  Jerez  per - 
Ii  3"  drs 
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quit  all  hopes  of  engaging  us, 
by  the  forcé  of  his  great  geni- 
us,  to  enter  of  our  o wn  accord, 
where  we  have  no  mind  to 
come  but  upon  a  fatal  necef- 
iity .  I  think  his  Excellence 
does  wrong  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britaín  and  the  States, 
in  not  truíling  their  aPfeólion 
and  their  honour,  which  are 
concerned,  as  well  as  their  in- 
terefi:,  after  the  alliance  and 
the  peace  they  have  already 
made  together :  but  if,  after 
his  Excellence  has  accepted 
our  propofitions,  the  King  of 
Franco  (hall  happen  to  dravv 
baclc  or  feek  evafions,  then  the 
King  of  Great  Britaín  and  the 
States-General  entering  into 
theparty,  and  even  into  a  rup- 
ture  with  France,  it  will  be 
very  juft  and  proper  to  concert 
with  his  Excellence  after  what 
manner  to  a¿f  in  the  territory 
of  the  King  his  Mafter  ;  and 
yet  in  the  mean  while  not  o- 
mit  entering  into  anfión  with- 
out  the  leaft  lofs  of  time. 
Therefore  it  will  be  no  way 
necefTary  for  me  to  be  upon 
our  frontiers  towards  the  end 
propofed  by  his  Excellence, 
which  bebdes  will  be  wholly 
imponible  for  me  ;  much  lefs 
to  fend  any  body  from  henee 
to  BriiíTels,  fince  the  States- 
Deputies,  who  are  there  at 
preíent,  are  the  fame  wefhould 
chufe  for  the  end  defired:  for 
I  aíTure  you  I  can  ñame  no 
body  in  whom  the  States  as 
Well  I  in  particular  can  have 

preater 


dre  toute  efperance  de  ne  pouvoir 
pas  par  Jon  grande  genie  mime 
nous  engager  comme  par  gáyete 
de  cceur ,  oü  nous  ne  voulons  ve  - 
nir  qu’au  cas  diune  fatale  necej - 
fite .  11  me  [emble  que  fon  Ex¬ 

cellence  feroit  tort  au  Roí  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  id  auxEtats 
Generaux ,  de  ne  fe  fier  pas  d 
leur  affedtion  id  a  leur  honneur , 
dont  il  y  va  fi  bien  que  de  leur 
Ínter  et,  apres  la  Hat  fon  id  le  pas 
qu  lis  ont  fait  deja  enf emble. 
Adaisfiapr'es  qri elle  aura  accepti 
nos  propofit  i  ons,  le  Rol  de  France 
vient  d  reculer¡  ou  d  cherchen 
des  ichappatoires  ;  álors  le  Roí 
de  la  Grande  Br cíame,  &  les 
Etats  Generaux ,  entrant  dans  le 
partí ,  id  mime  en  rupture  avec 
la  France ,  il  fera  tres  a  propos 
que  Pon  concerté  avec  fon  Excel¬ 
lence  la  maniere  dont  on  agira 
dans  le  territoire  du  Rol  fon 
Maitre  ;  id  que  pourtant  Pon  ne 
laiffe  pas  cependant  aentrer  en 
a  diion  fans  la  moindre  perte  de 
tems .  11  ne  fera  done  nullement 
neceffaire  que  je  me  trouve  fur 
nos  frontiers  pour  la  fin  propofee 
par  fon  Excellence ,  ce  que  di  a  i  l- 
leurs  me  feroit  tout  d  fait  tmpof- 
fible ;  id  encore  bien  moins  Pon 
envoy e  quelqdun  di ici  a  Bruxel - 
les ,  di autant  que  les  Deputes  des 
fitats  qui  s’y  trouvent  prefente 
mentffont  ceux-la  mime  que  Pon 
pourroit  choifir  pour  la  fin  de- 
firee ;  vous  pouvant  ajfurer  que 
je  ne  pouvois  nommer  perfonne , 
en  qui  P  Etat  aufji  bien  que  mol 
en  par  ti  culi  ciy  puijfent  avoir  pites 
de  confiante y  dont  ils  vous  don - 

neront: 
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^rcater  confidence,  whereof  I 
donotdoubt  but  they  will  give 
you  proofs,  as  well  asoftheir 
íincerity  and  good  condudfi 
I  dcfire  you  therefore,  Sir,  to 
ufe  them  with  as  much  free- 
dom  as  me,  and  I  will  engage 
they  (hall  do  the  fame  by  you. 
And,  if  you  have  been  at  ail 
fatisfied  with  my  manner  of 
tranfadfing,  as  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely  with  yours,  that  you 
will  be  alfo  fatisfied  with  that 
of  the  faid  Deputies. 

For  the  reft  we  approve  ex- 
tremely  the  diligence  you  make 
on  all  fides  in  fending  to  the 
Minifters  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land,  and  the  States  now  at 
París:  and  from  your  com- 
mon  offices  wepromife  to  our- 
felves  an  univerfal  peace  in 
Chriftendom,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage  of  the  public,  and  the 
eternal  glory  of  yourlelves, 
which  no  man  defires  more 
than  he  who  is,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  affectionate 
fervant. 


neront  fans  dente  des  preuves y 
aujji  lien  que  de  leur  integrité  id 
de  leur  bonne  conduite .  Je  vous 
fupplie  done ,  Monfieur ,  cFufer 
ovec  eux  de  la  me  me  franchifey 
dont  vous  avez  ufé  enver s  moiy 
id  je  vous  demeure  garand  qu 
eux  de  leur  cote  en  uferont  de 
me  me :  id  fi  vous  avez  et'e  en 
quelque facón  fatisfait  de  ma  ma~ 
nieve  di  agir  y  comnie  je  V ai  etc  de 
la  votre ,  que  vous  le  ferez  tout 
a  fait  de  celle  defdits  Deputes  de 
F  Etat, 

Au  rejlc ,  noits  approuvons 
fort  les  diligences  que  vous  ferez 
de  part  id  dlautre  diredlement 
aux  Minijlres  du  Roí  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  id  de  cet  Etat 
a  París  \  id  no us  no us  promet- 
tons  de  vos  offices  communs  la  paix 
iin  iver  fe  lie  de  la  Chrétienté ,  au 
grand  profit  du  public ,  id  a  la 
gloire  cternelle  de  vos  perfennes  : 
la quelle  vous  foubaite  avec  au- 
tant  d'affedlion  que  perfonne  du 
monde ,  celui  qui  eft ,  id  qui  dc~ 
meurera  a  jamad Monfieur ,  vb - 
¿re  tres  humble  id  tres  affedh - 
onne  ferviteur , 


From  Monfieur  de  JVitt .  De  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Hague ,  March  5, 

SIR ,  1668. 

T  T  is  with  great  fatisfaéfion 
that  I  have  learned  from 
your  difpatch  of  the  2d  in- 
ftant,  and  by  that  of  the  De¬ 
puties  of  this  State,  the  pro¬ 
vi  fional  fuccefs  it  has  pleafed 
God  to  grant  to  your  cares 

nd 


ai 


A  la  Haye,  5 
Monfieur,  Mars,  16Ó8. 

5  A  eté  avec  beaucoup  de  fa- 
^  tisfadlion  que  f  ai  appris  par 
votre  depéche  du  2 d  de  ce  moisy 
id  par  celle  de  Mcffeurs  les  De~ 
putes  de  F Etat ,  le  fucces  provi - 
fíonnel  qu  il  a  plü  au  bon  Dieu 
diodlroyer  a  vos  Joins  id  a  votre 
I  i  4  diretiion 
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and  application  to  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Caftel- Rodrigo  ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  the  condudt  you 
have  ufed  to  difpofe  tbofe  of 
the  Council  of  State  of  this 
country  to  conform  to  bis  Ex- 
cellency’s  opinión,  will  be  ap- 
plauded  bythem.  I  hope,  be- 
íore  the  receipt  of  this,  you 
will  have  received  from  his 
Excellence  a  declaration  in 
form,  and  in  writing,  couched 
in  clear  and  fatisfaftory  terms, 
without  any  ambiguity  or  ob- 
fcurity  ;  and,  in  fnort,  fuch  as 
will  leave  nooccaílon  or  pre- 
text  to  France  to  find  any 
thing  to  objedf  againft,  but 
what  fio  all  put  them  to  a  ne- 
ceílity  of  declaring  themfelves 
plainly  on  their  fide,  upon  the 
conditions  and  articles  of  our 
convention,  and  {hall  put  us 
out  of  doubt  and  trouble  of 
what  we  have  to  do.  For  my- 
felf,  Iíhall  endeavour  all  lean, 
that  this  State  {hall  be  put  in 
a  poflure  of enteringvigorouf- 
]y  and  efFedlually  upon  the  de- 
fence  of  Flanders,  in  cafe,  af- 
ter  a  plain  and  fatisfaólory  an- 
fwerfrom  his  Excellence,  the 
King  of  France  {hall  leave  us 
any  apprehenfions  of  his  en- 
deavouring  to  make  farther 
progreíles  in  this  country, 
wh’ch  vve  cannot  fuppofe  with¬ 
out  the  prejudiceof  fufpeéling 
that  the  faid  King  will  falfify 
his  word  given,  and  the  pra- 
mife  fo  íblemnly  made  by  his 
public  and  circular  letters ; 
which  God  forbid,  and  which 

however 


direóhon  aupres  du  Adarquis  de 
Caftel -  Rodrigo  ;  &  je  ne  doute 
point  que  la  conduite  que  vous 
avez  ienue  pour  difpojer  ceux  du 
Conjeil  di  Etat  de  ce  país  a  fe 
conformer  au  fentiment  de  Jon 
Excellence ,  ne  produi fe  leur  ap- 
plaudijfement.  j  ’ejpere  que  de - 
vant  que  celle-ci  vous  jera  ren - 
due,  vous  aurez  re^u  de  fon  Ex¬ 
cellence  une  declaration,  dans  les 
formes  &  par  écrit ,  ccuchée  en 
termes  clairs  fatisfaifantsy 
fans  aucune  ambiguité  ou  obj cu- 
rite  ;  &  enfi?i  te  lie  qui  ne  laijfe 
aucune  cccafion  ni  meme  aucun 
pretexte  d  la  France  di  y  trou - 
ver  quelque  chofe  d  rediré ;  mais 
qui  la  mette  en  necejjité  de  Je  de¬ 
claren  aujji  de  fon  cote  nettement 
fur  les  conditions  C?  articles  de 
notre  convention ,  &  nous  hors  de 
doute  &  di  embarras  de  ce  que  nous 
avons  a faire .  fjuant  a  moi,jene 
manquen  ai  pas  de  teñir  la  main 
a  ce  que  V Etat  fe  mette  tout  d 
fait  en  poflure  de  pouvoir  ac- 
courir  vigoureufement  &  efficace- 
ment  a  la  defenfe  du  Pa'is-Bas 
en  cas  quapres  une  declaration 
nette  &  fatisfaifante  de  fon  Ex¬ 
cellence ,  le  Roí  de  France  nous 
laijfe  encore  de  l'  apprehenfion  de 
plus  grands  progres  que  fa  Ada- 
jefe  voudroit  tachen  de  faire 
dans  le  meme  país  ;  ce  que  nous 
ne  pouvons  pas  prefuppofer  fans 
etre  preoccupé  d’un  Joupgon  que 
leclit  Roi  voudroit  bien  j'aujfer  fa 
parole  donnee,  &  fa  promejfe  fi 
folemnellement  faite  par  des  let- 
tres  publiques  &  circulaires  :  ce 
qu'd  Dieii  ne  plaife  $  ¿f  ce  que 

pour- 
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however  common  prudence 
íhould  make  us  fuppofe  to  be 
polTible,  that  we  might  not 
negledt  the  means,  whereof 
we  have  ío  often  diícouríed, 
and  upon  which  the  States 
havegiven  order  to  their  Am- 
baíTadors  in  England,  to  con- 
cert  more  particularly  with  the 
KingofGreat  Britain  and  his 
Minifters. 

You  have  farther  obligcd 
me  by  not  giving  a  copy  of 
my  foregoing  diípatch  to  the 
Marquis,  fince  in  my  opinión 
)ie  might  have  made  ufe  of  it 
to  provoke  and  anger  the  King 
ofFrance,  and  oblige  him,  as 
it  were  in  point  of  honour,  to 
be  obífinate  in  the  war  againft 
the  defire  and  intention  of  the 
King  of  England  and  the 
States ;  but  by  giving  his  Ex- 
cellence  fomuch  part  therein, 
as  to  read  to  him  our  feparate 
arricies  ;  that  is  what  I  can- 
not  but  entirely  approve,  as 
being  wholly  agreeable  to  my 
manner  of  proceeding,  as  well 
ss  your  precaution,wherewith 
you  kept  the  common  caufe 
from  the  dangcr  above-men- 
tioned,  in  not  giving  him  a 
copy. 

For  the  refr,  I  refer  myfelf 
to  what  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  íhall  have  already  told 
you  upon  the  contents  of  your 
íbrmer  difpatch,  and  to  what 
they  íhall  communicate  to 
vou,  from  time  to  *time,  of 
the  intentions  of  their  High 
MightineíTes,  and  íhall  ever 

remain 

i  '  .  i  > 


pour  tan  t  la  prudence  veut  que 
nous  nous figurions  cotnme  pofible, 
pour  ne  negliger  pus  les  moyens 
dont  nous  nous  fommes  bien  fou- 
vent  entretenus ,  íff  Jur  lejquels 
les  Etats  ont  donné  ordre  a  leurs 
Ambafadeurs  en  Angleterre  de 
concerter  plus  partí  culi  erement 
avec  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  &  fes  Miniflres. 

Vous  m  avez  encore  oblige  de 
n  av oir  point  clonné  copie  de  ma 
precedente  depeche  au  Marquis  ; 
puifque  a  mon  jugement,  en  au- 
roit  pü  en  fervir  pour  aigrir 
&  picquer  le  Roi  de  France,  & 
pour  lobliger  en  quelque  fa$ony 
par  point  dé  honneur,  a  s  opinia- 
trer  dans  la  guerre  contre  le  but 
&  fouhait  du  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Brétagne,  &  des  Etats  Gene¬ 
ran*.  Mais  que  vous  ayez, 
donné  part  a  fon  Exccllence  par 
le  ¿ture  de  nos  articles  féparésy 
c  efl  ce  que  je  ne  puis  qu’approu- 
ver  e  nú  erement,  comme  étant fort 
conforme  a  ma  maniere  d’agir 
íff  de  proceder  ;  aufft  bien  que  la 
precaution  dont  vous  avez  ga¬ 
rantí  la  caufe  commune  du  fudit 
danger ,  en  ne  lui  en  ayant  point 
donné  copie . 

Au  refe ,  je  me  rernets  a  ce 
que  Meffieurs  les  Deputcs  de  /’ 
Etat  vous  auront  déja  dit  & 
temoigné  fur  le  conienu  de  votre 
depéche  précedente,  &  a  ce  quils 
vous  communiqueront  de  tems  en 
tenis  de  /’ intention  de  leurs  Hau- 
tes  Puf  i anees :  &  demeurerai  a 
jomáis  celui  qui  fuis  avec  poj- 
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remain  vvhat  I  arn  with  paf- 
iion,  Sir,  your  moft  affedtio- 
nate  and  h unible  fervant. 


fon,  Monfour ,  votre  tres  afose- 
tionné  &  tres  humble  ferviteur . 


From  Monfour  de  Witt . 

Hague ,  March 

SIR ,  16,  1668. 

Vf  O  U  R  difpatch  of  the  1  ith 
1  inftant  did  not  come  to 
my  handstillthe  i4th  at  noon, 
the  courier  who  brought  it 
having'not  bcen  difmiiied  from 
Brufíels  till  the  1 3th . 

I  was  very  glad  to  fee  you  had 
at  laft  difpofed  the  Marquis  to 
difpatch  the  Barón  of  Ber- 
geyck  for  AixlaChapelle,  be- 
ing  very  much  perfuaded  that 
it  imports  us  mightily  to  have 
^  quick  concluñon  of  the 
peace,  or  el  fe  to  fee  clearly  in- 
to  the  moft  inward  difpofttions 
of  the  King  of  France,  aswell 
as  thofe  of  the  Spanifh  Court  3 
and  that  all  delay  is  very  pre¬ 
judicial  to  our  intentions,  and 
to  the  interefts  ofSpain.  And, 
that  we  may  be  neither  fur- 
prifed  ñor  abufed  on  either 
fide,  I  think,  in  the  prefent 
conjundture,  two  things  are 
abfolutely  necefíary  :  the  firft 
is,  that  England  and  this  State 
will  be  furniíhed  by  fea  and 
land  ;  and  the  other,  that  we 
take  away,  not  only  all  law- 
ful  caufe,  but  alfo,  as  much 
as  pofíibíe,  all  pretext,  from 
France  to  delay  or  avoid  the 
concluding  and  figning  the 
treatv  of  peace, 

To 


1  J 


De  Monfieur  de  Witt. 

A  la  Haye,  16 
Monfieur,  Mars,  1668. 
Jfo  OT RE  depe  che  du  lime 
de  ce  mois  ne  m  a  été  rendut 
que  le  1 4 me  apres  ?nidi ;  le  cou¬ 
rier  qui  la  apport'ee ,  ríayant  été 
expedié  &  partí  de  Bruxelles  que 
le  yyne, 

foy  ai  ete  fort  aife  de  voir  que 
vous  aviez  enfin  difpofé  Monfour 
le  Marquis  de  Cafiel- Rodrigo 
d  depecher  le  Barón  de  Bergeyck 
promptement  vers  Aix  la  Cha¬ 
pe  lie  ;  étant  tres  per  fia  dé  quil 
nous  importe  di  avoir  une  projnpte 
conclufon  de  la  paix ,  ou  de  voir 
clair  dans  les  intentions  les  plus 
ínter  i  cures  du  Roí  de  France , 
aufoi  bien  que  dans  celles  de  la 
cour  d’  Efpagne ;  &  que  tout  de - 
lai  ef  fort  prejudiciable  d  ríos  in¬ 
tentions  aux  interéts  de  !  Ef- 
pagne :  &  afin  que  nous  nepuijfi- 
ons  pas  étre  forpris  ou  abufé s  de 
cote  ou  dlauíre ,  je  juge  qu' en  la 
conjontdure  prefente  deux  chofes 
nous  font  abjolument  necefodires  : 
dont  la  premiere  ef  que  I  Angle- 
terre  &  cet  Fiat  foient  bien  ar¬ 
mes  par  mer  iéf  par  terre  \  & 
II autre  qu  on  ote  non  feulement 
taute  caufe  legitime ,  mais  aufoi 
tant  que  faire  fe  pourra ,  tout 
pretexte  a  la  France  de  delaier 
cu  d’efquiver  la  conclufon  &  la 
fgnature  du  traite  de  paix . 

PoriT 
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To  fatisfy  on  our  fide  for 
the  firft  point,  we  are  refolved, 
as  ibón  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
xnit,  to  fend  into  the  fteld  all 
our  cavalry,  which  confiífs  oí 
7300  horfe,  and  proviílonally 
25  regiments  of  our  íoot,  for 
which  the  chief  rendezvous 
{hall  be  at  Bergen-op-zoom, 
or  thercabouts ;  from  whence 
there  will  be  a  convenient 
march  in  a  few  days  into  moft 
part  of  the  King  of  Spain’s 
places  in  the  Netherlands. 

We  have  alfo  given  order 
for  equipping  48  íhips  oí  war 
above  the  number  commonly 
ufed  for  guard  and  convoy  ; 
and  the  States  have  already 
given  order  to  their  AmbaíTa- 
dors  in  England,  to  concert 
with  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  and  his  Minifters,  upon 
the  number  of  íhips  and  men 
that  each  party  íhall  be  ob- 
liged  to  have  ready,  and  in 
v/hat  time.  Bebdes,  the  De- 
puties  of  the  States  have  this 
day  finally  agreed  with  the 
Miniííers  of  the  Dukes  of 
Brunfwick  and  Lunebourg,  to 
bring  into  the  fervice  of  this 

O 

State  three  regiments  of  horfe, 
and  3000  foot ;  and  1  hope  the 
treaty  will  be  figned  to-mor- 
row,  or  the  next  day.  And, 
farthcr,  they  are  going  here  to 
augment  the  oid.  militia  by 
new  levies,  to  the  number  of 
12,000  men,  with  the  troops 
of  the  faid  Dukes,  which  are 
to  epter  into  the  fervice  oí  the 
5  State : 


Pour  fatisfaire  de  notre  cote 
au  premier  point ,  nous  fommes 
refolus  de  jnettre  en  campagne > 
aujfitot  que  la  faifon  le  pourra 
per  jnettre ,  toute  notre  c  avaler  ¡e , 
qui  confifle  en  fept  mille  id  trois 
cens  chevaux ,  id  provifionnclle - 
ment  vingt  cinq  regimem  de  no¬ 
tre  infanterie ,  pour  lequel  le 
principal  rendezvous feraaBerg- 
opzoojn  id  aux  environs ;  place 
fort  commode  pour  pouvoir  de  la 
nous  jetter  en  peu  de  tems  dans 
la  plüpart  des  places  du  Roi  d9 
Efpagne  au  Pdis-Bas. 

Auffi  avons-nous  donne  orare 
pour  t’equipage  de  quarante  id 
huit  vaiffcaux  de  guerre  par  def- 
fus  le  nombre  qui  fert  pour  la 
garde  id  refeorte  ordinaire ;  id 
il  y  a  deja  quelque  tems  que  les 
Etats  ont  donne  ordre  a  leurs 
AmbaJJadeurs  en  Angleterre  de 
concerter  avec  le  Roi  de  la  Gran¬ 
de  Bretagne  id  fes  Minijlres  fur 
le  nombre  id  la  quantite  des 


vaijjeaux  id  ho?njnes ,  que  cha c un 
dobligeroit  di  av  oir  tout  pret  id 
en  quel  tems .  Outre  cela  les  De- 
putes  de  l7 Etat  jont  tombés  au - 
jourd’hui  finalement  (V accord  a- 
vec  les  Minijlres  des  Ducs  de 
Bronfwich  id  de  Lunebourg , 
pour  faire  paffer  au  fervice  de 
cet  Etat  trois  regimens  de  cava - 


lerie^  id  trois  mille  hommes  d 
pied ;  id  fefp ere  que  le  traite  en 
pourra  etre  fignc  demain ,  cu  a- 
pres  demain  ;  id  au  furplus  va- 
t-on  ici  encore  augment er  la  vi - 
eille  milicepar  de  nouvclles  levé  es 
jufques  au  nombre  de  douze  mille 
hommes ,  y  compris  les  troupes 


defdits 
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State :  and  I  will  not  fail  of 
helping  what  I  can  to  the  ac- 
complifhingofall  this,  as  foon 
as  it  can  be  done  by  the  con- 
ílitution  of  the  government. 
And,  if  you  approve  all  thefe 
reparations  and  diligence,  as 
hopc  you  will,  lince  they 
feem  very  neceflary,  and  no 
wav  offenfive,  fince  he  who 
really  defires  the  peace,  will 
find  in  it  his  fupport  and  ad- 
vantage  ;  and  that  thefe  forces 
íhall  not  be  employed  till  the 
laft  neceíhty  againít  him,  that 
by  his  wilfulnefs  would  difap- 
point  Chriftendom  of  the  be- 
nefit  of  it ;  I  defire  you,  by 
our  letters,  to  make  the  ex- 
ortations  necefíary  to  the 
King  of  England  and  hisMi- 
nifters,  that  they  may  not  fail 
on  that  fide  to  make  the  like 
preparations  and  diligence, 


As  to  the  fecond  point,  I 
think  it  imports  much  that 
the  MarquisofCaftel-Rodrigo 
fhould  explain  himfelf  upon 
which  of  the  two  conditions 
propofed  by  the  alternative,  he 
pretends  to  have  accepted ; 
wherein  there  feems  the  lefs 
difficulty,  fincehis  Excellence 
will,  without  doubt,  explain 
himfelf  forthe  abandoning  the 
places  the  KingofFrance  has 
conquered  the  laíl  campaign, 
with  their  dependencies.  But 
then  1  think  it  will  be  our  in- 


defdits  Ducs  qui  pafferont  au 
fervice  de  cet  Etat :  &  je  nc 
manquerai  pas  de  teñir  la  ?nainy 
&  de  prejjer  autant  qii  il  me  fe  - 
ra  poffible  que  tout  ce  que  dejfus 
ait  fon  accomplijfement  le  plú- 
tot  quil fe  pourra  faire  felón  la 
conjlitution  de  ce  gouvernment . 
Et  fi  vous  approuvez  tout  es  ces 
preparations  &  diligences ,  com- 
me  je  V efpere ,  qu  elles  me 

femblent  fort  necejfaires  &  nul- 
lement  ojf encantes ;  di  autant  que 
celui  qui  voudra  la  paix  reelle - 
ment)  y  trouvera  fon  appui 
fon  avantage  \  &  que  leur  em- 
ploi  fera  de  la  derniere  necejfite 
contre  celui  qui  par  fon  opiniatre- 
ti  en  voudroit  frujlrer  la  Chre- 
tiente  ;  je  vous  fupplie  de  faire 
les  exhortations  necejfaires  par 
vos  lettres  au  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  íd  a  fes  M.inijlresy  a- 
fin  que  de  ce  cote- la  on  ne  man¬ 
que  pas  de  faire  de  femblables 
preparatifs  &  les  mime  diligen¬ 
ces . 

Sfuant  au  fecond pointy  je  crol 
qu'il  importe  grandement  que 
Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Caflel - 
Rodrigo  s*  explique  i  laquelle  des 
deux  conditions  propofees  par  P  al¬ 
ternative  il  entend  avoir  accepte  : 
en  quoi  il  me  f emble  tant  monis 
de  dificulté ,  que  dejl  fans  con - 
tredit  que  fon  Exce.Uence  s’ expli- 
quera  pour  P abandonement  des 
places  que  le  Roi  de  France  a 
conquis  la  campagne  pafseey  avec 
leurs  dependences :  mais  ce  feray 
ce  me  f emble  y  alors  de  notre  inte - 
rci  &  de  notre  d evo  ir  de  tra- 

vailler 
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tereíl  and  duty  to  endeavour 
that  Tome  reafonableexchange 
be  made,  for  places  far  in  the 
heart  of  Flanders,  againft  pla¬ 
ces  lately  takeninthe  Franche 
Compté,  or  others  that  íhall 
be  more  for  the  advantage  of 
France  and  lefs  for  the  incon- 
venience  of  Spain  and  us. 

Beíides,  to  take  all  pretext 
from  France  which  they  may 
pretend  to  make  upon  a  defeát 
of  powers  in  thefaid  Marquis, 
either  in  the  principal  matter, 
or  by  default  of  a  claufe  of 
fubiiitution,  or  otherwife ;  I 
think  it  will  be  very  neceífary 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  States-General  íhall 
be  obliged  to  ratify  and  ac- 
compliíh  whatever  íhall  be 
treatea  and  concluded  at  Aix; 
and  íhall  promife  in  the  firmeíl 
manner  the  King  of  France 
can  defire,  to  oblige  Spain  in 
cafe  of  neceflity  to  the  faid  ra- 
tification  and  accompliíhment, 
by  all  their  forces  both  by  fea 
and  land :  and,  in  íhort,  that 
in  every  occurrence  they  will 
do  ver  y  judicioufly  to  obviate 
all  excepdons  anddelays  which 
can  be  brought  to  the  preju- 
dice  of  the  peace.  But  far- 
ther,  when  we  íhall  bave 
brought  the  King  of  France  to 
an  abfolute  neceííitv  of  either 
finallyconciudingor  diícover- 
íng  his  iiitention  contrary  to 
the  peace  ;  in  that  cafe,  upon. 

the 


vailler  puijfammcnt  afin  que 
quelque  echange  raifonable  fe 
puijje  faire  des  places  les  plus 
avancées  en  Flandre ,  contre  des 
places  nouvellcjncnt  occupées  dans 
la  Franche  Compté ,  ou  nutres 
qui  feront  plus  en  la  bienjcance 
de  la  France ,  id  moins  a  hin¬ 
co  m?no  díte  de  V  Efpagne  id  de 
tious  autres . 

De  plus  \  pour  oler  d  la 
France  tout  pretexte  dont  elle  Je 
pourroit  fervir  á  r  ai  fon  qiiil 
pourroit  y  avoir  quelque  man - 
quement  au  pouvoir  dudit  Mar- 
quis ,  ou  en  la  matiere  principa¬ 
les  ou  par  defaut  de  la  elauje  de 
fubfitution ,  ou  autrement ;  il 
me  femble  qu  il  Jera  tres  necef- 
faire  que  la  Roí  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  id  les  Etats  Gcneraux 
fe  fáfjent  fort  de  la  r at i f  catión 
id  de  V acccmplijfement  de  tout  ce 
qui  fera  traite  id  conclu  a  Aix  \ 
id  promettent  en  la  maniere  ¡a 
plus  forte  que  le  Roí  de  France 
le  pourra  defrer ,  di oblige r  en 
cas  de  befoin  P  Efpagne  a  ladite 
ratifications  &  au  dit  accorn - 
pliffements  de  tout  es  leurs  forces 
par  mer  id  par  terre :  id  enfin y 
qu  en  toute  autre  occurrence  on 
fera  tris  judicieli [ement  d' obvien 
a  toutes  les  cxceptions  id  délais 
qui  pourroient  étre  a Jp  oríes  au 
prejudice  de  la  paix.  Mais  atfjfi 
quand  on  aura  mis  par  la  le  Roí 
de  France  dans  une  neceftté  ah - 
folue  de  proceder  outre  d  la  con  ■ 
dufion  finales  ou  de  découvrir 
fon  inierdion  contraire  d  la  paix ; 

qu  alore 
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thefiríl  ílep  France  íhall  malee 
to  fruílrate  Chriífendom  of 
fuch  a  general  good,  the  King 
ofGreatBrítain  and  the  States 
fhall,  without  farther  delav> 
bring  ali  their  forces  by  fea 
and  land,  not  only  for  defence 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  alfo  for 
the  intent  fpecified  in  the  third 
of  our  feparate  artieles,  and 
more  amply  deduced  in  my 
difpatch  of  the  2¿th  of  Fe- 
bruary  laf!. 

For  the  reí!,  if  you  have 
received  the  King  of  Great 
Britain’s  ratificaron  upon  our 
laí!  marine  treaty,  I  íhall  wait 
till  you  think  proper  to  ex- 
change  it  5  upon  which  I  {hall 
endeavour  to  conform  the 
States  to  your  defire  ;  whether 
our  ratification  fhall  be  fent  to 
our  Commifiioners  now  with 
you  ;  or  whether  you  will 
pleafe  to  fend  your  Secretary 
or  your  brother  here  to  the 
Hague  ;  or  whether  you  know 
any  way  will  pleafe  you  bet- 
ter :  for  in  this  and  everv  o- 

j 

ther  occurrence  I  fhall  en- 
deavourtofollow  your  delires, 
and  fecond  your  intentions,  as 
being  not  by  form  of  compli- 
ment,  but  ver  y  really,  Sir, 
your,  &c. 


qualors  a  la  premiere  demarche 
que  la  France  feroit  pour  fruf- 
trer  la  Chr ¿tiente  Aun  bien  Ji 
falutaire ,  le  Roí  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  &  les  Etats  Generan x 
feroient  agir  incontinente  &  fans 
marchander ,  toutes  leurs  forcee 
par  mer  &  par  terre ,  non  feu - 
lement  pour  la  defehfe  des  EJpag- 
nolsy  mais  auffi  pour  la  fin  fpe- 
cifice  au  troifieme  de  nos  artieles 
féparés ,  &  plus  ámplement  de - 
duite  en  rna  depeche  du  25  Fev- 
rier  pafic. 

Au  refie ,  j  attendrai  de  vos 
nouvelles  Ji  vous  avez  re$u  la 
ratification  du  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  fur  notre  dernier  trai¬ 
te  de  marine ,  que  vous  jugerez 
d  propos  que  Pon  en  fiajfe  Vé- 
change ;  fur  quoi  je  tacherai  de 
difpojer  les  Etats  a  fe  conformer 
a  votre  defir  ;  foit  que  Von  envoi 
notre  ratification  es  mains  de  nos 
coinmijfaires  qui  fe  trouvent  pre- 
fentement  aupres  de  vous  ;  foit 
que  vous  envoyez  votre  fecretaire 
ou  bien  Monfieur  votre  fr ere  id 
d  la  Haye  ;  ou  que  vous  fachiez 
encore  quelque  autre  fa<yon  qui 
foit  plus  d  votre  goüt :  car ,  & 
en  cela ,  £3*  en  toute  autre  occur¬ 
rence ,  je  tacherai  de  fuivre  vos 
defir s ,  C3*  de  feconder  vos  inten- 
tions ,  comme  étant  non  par  for¬ 
me  de  complimcnt ,  mais  fort  rc- 
ellement ,  Monfieur ,  votre ,  c. 
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Hague ,  March 
S  I R,  25,  1668. 

T  Received  the  honour  of 
^  yours  of  the  25th  inílant, 
upon  which  I  will  tell  you  in 
few  words,  that  I  am  vvholly 
of  your  opinión  ;  as  well  for 
what  regards  the  Kiríg  of 
France’s  difpofition  to  carry 
on  the  war,  the  infufHciency 
of  his  oíFer  to  reflore  all  he 
may  conquer  between  the  firíl 
of  April  and  the  ftfteenth  of 
May,  the  ílrained  exceptions 
againíl  the  Marquisof  Caílel- 
Rodrigo’s  powers,  and  his  ac- 
ceptation  of  the  alternative  ; 
as  chiefly  for  what  regards  the 
torces  to  be  raifed  with  all  pof- 
fible  readinefs,  and  the  man- 
ner  by  which  we  ought  to 
proceed  to  the  defence  of  the 
Netherlands,  as  foon  as  the 
King  of  F ranee  fhall  begin  to 
move  againíl  them.  The 
States  are  every  day  more  con- 
firmed  in  the  fame  fentiments, 
as  their  aclions  declare,  by 
marching  an  army  with  all 
diligenceto  Bergen-op-zoom, 
and  by  fending  an  exprefs  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain 
with  intelligence,  that  they 
are  of  opinión,  that,  in  or- 
der  to  fatisfy  the  King  of 
France  upon  the  fcruples  pro- 
pofed  in  Monfieur  de  Lionne's 
paper  of  the  iqth  inílant,  with 
promi  fes  and  aííu  ranees  fuffi- 
ácntj  we  muíl  let  him  know 

dif- 


A  la  Haye,  25 
Monfieur,  Mars,  1668. 

’ A 1  bien  recü  la  lettre  dont 
il  vous  a  plú  rn  honor er  du 
25 me  de  ce  mois,  Jurquoi  je  vous 
dirai  en  peu  de  mots  que  je  Juis 
tout  a  fait  de  voire  opinión ,  tant 
a  hégard  de  la  difpojiiion  du  Roí 
de  F  ' ranee  a  continucr  la  guerre ,• 
tinfuffifance  de  Vojfre  de  vouloir 
rcjütuer  tout  ce  quil  pourroit 
conquerir  entre  le  premier  dé  A- 
vriliA  le  i$me  Mai ;  les  excep¬ 
tions  re  cherche  es  contre  les  pou- 
voirs  du  Aéfarquis  de  Ca fiel  Ro¬ 
drigo,  &  contre  fon  acccptati on¬ 
de  r alternative  ;  que  principa - 
lement  &  fur  tout  d  Legará  de 
l’armement  que  Ton  devroit  avan - 
cer  avec  toute  la  promptitude 
pojfble ,  C5*  de  la  maniere  de  la - 
quelle  on  devra  accourir  d  la  de- 
fenfi  du  Pais-Bas ,  des  que  le 
Roi  de  France  commencera  a  fe 
remuer pourfi accabler.  Les  Etats 
ont  deja  approuvé  &  confirmé 
encore  de  jour  en  jour  les  memos 
fent  'miens  par  leurs  adlions  ;  fai - 
j'aut  marcher  en  toute  diligente 
une  armée  aux  environs  de  Berg- 
opzooni ,  &  ayant  envoy é  leur 
avis  par  un  exprés  au  Roi  de  la 
Grande  Brétagne ,  qutis  fiont 
d" Opinión  qiiaufii  bien  que  de  fia- 
tisfiaire  au  Roi  de  France  fur  les 
fe r úpales  propefés  dans  i  écrit  du 
Sieur  de  Lionne  du  1  <yme  de  ce 
moisy  avec  des  afifur anees  íd  pro- 
mefjes  fujfifants ,  il  faudra  luí 
faire  favo ¡r  diferetement ,  c_f  rié- 

anrnoin  í 
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cbfcreetly,  and  yet  pofitively, 
that  we  think  his  generofity 
will  not  fuffer  him  to  ruin  a 
State,  or  a  IVIiniífer  of  Spain, 
whom  the  Kino-  of  Eno-land 

o  fc> 

and  the  States  General  have 
obliged,  at  his  requeft,  to  ac- 
cept  the  conditions  prefcribed, 
vvith  a  formal  affurance,  that 
by  that  means  he  fhould  free 
himfelf  from  all  the  danger  of 
the  war.  And,  at  leaíf,  that 
the  honour  and  good  faith  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  cannoí  fuffer  fuch  a 
State  or  Miniílcr  to  be  injured 
without  lendinp*  him  their 

O 

l'ervdce  and  afíiftance.  And 
by  every  body’s  difpofition 
here  I  am  affured  that,  as  foon 
as  theao-reement  is  concluded, 
we  íhall  march  to  the  affiít- 
ance  of  the  Netherlands,  up- 
on  the  firft  ftep  France  íhall 
make  to  attack  thein,  if  the 
King  of  England  will  do  the 
Iike.  But,  to  acquit  ourcon- 
lciences,  and  let  the  world  lee 
the  juííice  of  our  proceeding  ; 
I  am  entirely  of  opinión  we 
mufl  make  all  advances,  and 
give  all  due  affurances  to 
France,  to  obligethem  to  the 
peace.  Upon  which,  with 
many  other  particulars,  I  re- 
fer  you  to  the  Deputies  of  the 
S  tates  to  communicate  to  you ; 
having  not  time  at  prefent  to 
enlarge  farther,  but  only  to 
repeat  in  one  word,  that  I  am 
truly,  Sir,  your,  &c* 

From 


anmoins  bien  pojitivement ,  que 
nous  jugeons  que  fa  generofite  ne 
pourra  pas  permettre  quil  ac- 
cable  un  Etat  ou  un  Minijire 
d’Efpagne ,  que  le  Roí  d’Angle- 
terre  id  les  Etats  Géneraux  ont 
obfog  e  a  fa  requifition  d'accepter 
les  conditions  préfcriteS)  avec  une 
ojjiirance  formelle  que  par  Id  il 
Je  delivreroit  de  tout  danger  de 
la  guerre :  &  qu  au  moins  Vhon - 
neur  &  la  bonne  foi  du  Rol  de 
la  Grande  B retagne  &  des  E - 
tats  ne  pourra  pas  foujfrir  quon 
accable  un  tel  Etat  ou  un  tel 
Minijire ,  fans  lui  preter  leurs 
fervices  &  ajjijlances :  &  je  ne 
vois  point  de  difpofition  ici ,  qui 
ne  tíl  ajjiire  que  l* oppignor ation 
étant  conclue ,  on  marchera  au  fe - 
cours  des  País  Bas  des  la  pre- 
miere  demarche  que  le  Roi  de 
France  fera  pour  Vattaquer ,  fi 
le  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  en 
veut  faire  autant .  Mais  pour 
nous  fatisfaire  en  bonne  confci- 
ence ,  &  pour  faire  nJoir  d  tout 
le  monde  la  jujlice  de  nóire  pro- 
cede ,  je  fuis  entierement  d9 opinión 
quil faudra faire  toutes  les  avan¬ 
ces  ,  id  donner  toutes  les  affu¬ 
rances  requifes  d  la  France , 
pour  parvemr ,  id  pour  dobliger 
d  la  paix.  Surquoi ,  comme  auf- 
ji  fur  plufteurs  autres  partícula - 
rites ,  je  me  remets  d  ce  que  les 
Deputés  de  l9  Etat  vous  commu- 
niqueront  plus  en  detail ,  n  ayant 
pas  de  iems  de  ?nétendre  ici  plus 
amplement ,  mais  feulement  pour 
repeter  en  un  mot  que  je  fuis  tres 
vcritablementj  Monfmiry  votre7 
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From  Monfieur  de  ÍVitt. 

Flaguc ,  March 
S  IR ,  4,  1 668. 

Could  not  immediately  an- 
fweryoursof  thc  2¿  inftant, 
by  reafon  of  a  fever  I  got  by 
a  great  coid  íaft  night;  but 
towards  noon  the  fever  leíTen- 
ing,  gives  me  leave  at  prefent 
¿o  tell  you,  that,  though  it  is 
now  fome  days  fince  Monñeur 
íteverning’s  departure  for  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  yet  I  do  not  fee 
how  in  the  prefent conjuníf tire 
ófaffairs  it  íhould  be  more  ne- 
ceíTary  for  you  to  re  lid  e  in  that 
City  tban  at  BruíTels  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  afíair  is 
now  reduced  to  fuch  a  point, 
that  the  bufinefs  which  car- 
ried  you  to  Aix,  ought  to  be 
íreated  and  finiíhed  in  a  few 
days,  in  the  place  where  you 
are,  and  in  the  Netherlands ; 
and  I  think  the  Kina:  of  Eno;- 
land’s  Minifters,  and  thofé  of 
the  States  at  París,  have  ne- 
gotiated  with  addrefs  in  pro- 
Cüringusan  inílrument,  which 
in  a  few  days  will  put  us  in  a 
clear  light  upon  what  we  are 
finaíly  to  refolve  and  to  do;  if 
the  Marquis  of  Caftel-R.odri- 
go  feconds  us,  as  we  hope  and 
expeci  from  his  prudence,  and 
from  the  vifible  intéréfi  of  his 
Mafter,  which  obliges  him  to 
it.  I  fpeak  of  the  projedt  of 
the  treaty  drawn  upon  thefoot 
Yol.  I,  of 


De  Morifieur  de  Wrtt. 

A  la  Haye,  4 
Monfieur,  Mar?,  1668. 
A*  grar.d  rheume  qui  rná 
fufcité  une  fieme  la  nuit 
pafsée ,  a  éte  canje  que  je  n  ai  pas 
pú  vous  repondré  dyaÍGrd  a  vo- 
tre  lettre  du  2 d  de  ce  mois  :  mais 
ven  le  rnidi  la  fieme  étant  beau- 
coup  diminuée ,  me  laiffe  preferí  te- 
ment  la  faculte  de  vous  dire ,  qué 
queiquil  y  a  deja  quelque  jours 
que  Monfieur  de  Beverning  ejl 
partí  pour  fe  rendre  á  Aix  lá 
Chapelle ;  je  ne  voi  pas  pourtant 
que  dam  la  conjondiure  prefente 
des  affair  es  votre  féjour  foit  plus 
necejfaire  au  clit  lien  qu  a  Brux- 
elles ;  mais  que  toüt  au  contraire , 
I affair e  ejl  prefintcment  reduite 
ü  un  point,  que  ce,  pour  quoi  vous 
vous  fujjiex  ivanfporté  a  Aix ,  fe 
poufra  &  fe  devra  traiter  & 
acbever  en  peu  de  jours ,  au  lieii 
oii  vous  etes  &  au  Pais-Bas :  & 
il  me  femble  que  AL  ¡fie  un  les 
Minijlres  du  Roí  de  la  Grande 
Brétagne  &  des  Etats  a  Paris¿ 
ont  negocié  adroitcnient  de  nous 
avoir  fú  procurer  un  inflrument 
qui  nous  meitra  en  peu  de  jctirs 
dans  une  ciarte  entiere  pour  ré- 
fbudre  filialcment  ce  que  nous 
aurons  d  faire  ;  fi  le  Marquis 
de  CaJIePRodrigo  nous  y  feconde , 
comme  nous  T efpcrons  &  latten - 
dons  de  fa  prudence  &  de  I  inte - 
rét  viffble  de  fon  Maitre  qui  íy 
oblige .  fe  parle  du  projet  de 
K  k  i  raí  té 
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of  the  alternative,  and  con- 
ccrted  betwecn  the  faid  Mi- 
niílers  of  our  Mafters  at  Paris, 
and  the  Commiíhoners  of  the 
King  of  France,  wbereof,  I 
am  fure,  you  have  received  a 
copy  from  Sir  John  Trevor. 
I  think  this  projeet  gives  us  a 
certain  wav  of  obtaining  the 
peace,  orelfeawar,  wherein 
all  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Chriftendom  will  fupport  us, 
or  at  leaft  commend  ourcon- 
du¿t  and  proceeding.  And  í 
think  we  muid  proeeed  in  it 
after  this  manner  :  I  fuppofe 
before-hand  that  you  and  our 
.Deputies  with  you*  wii]  not 
be  at  much  pains  to  difpofe 
the  Marquis  to  fend  immedi- 
ately  a  power  to  Monfieur 
Beuningen  and  Sir  John  Tre¬ 
vor,  to  lign  in  his  (the  Mar¬ 
quisas)  ñame,  and  from  the 
King  his  MaíTer,  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  France’s 
CommiíTioners,  agreeable  to 
the  projeet  above- mentioned, 
which  I  -find  entirely  coiifor- 
mable  to  our  agreement  and 
iecret  anieles,  as  Monfieur 
Beuningen  tells  us,  that  he 
and  Sir  John  Trevor  made  the 
fame  judgment  oí  ir,  Unlefs 
his  Fxcellency  would  rather 
f]gn  the  faid  treaty  himfeJf, 
and  receive  the  exchange  of  it 
figned  by  the  King  t>f  h  ranee, 
In  which  cafe  I  think  there 
ni  a  y  he  only  vvrit  on  the  top 
of  the  projeet,  c  A  treaty  of 
4  pea  ce  between  the  King?  of 

4  Spain 


traite  drejfe  fur  le  pie  de  Taíter* 
mtive  íd  concerté  entre  lefdits 
Minifres  de  nos  Madres  d 
Parts  id  les  Commiff aires  du 
Roi  de  trance,  dort  je  ?n  ajfure 
que  vous  aurez  repú  copie  de  la 
parí  de  Monfieur  Prever,  II  me 
jemble  que  ce  projet  nous  donne  ert 
mam  un  mojen  ajfuré  pour  avoir 
la  paix ,  ou  une  guerre  dans  la  - 
quclle  tous  les  Princes  id  Etats 
de  la  Ckrétienté  nous  appuyeront , 
ou  au  moins  loueront  notre  pro¬ 
cede  id  notre  eonduite,  Et  voici 
comme  quoi,  a  man  avis,  nous  y 
pourrions  proceder,  jíe  préfup ± 
pofe  que  vous  id  Meffieurs  nos 
Deputés  qui  fe  trouvent  aupres 
de  vous,  n  auront  pas  beaucoup 
de  peine  d  clifpofe r  Monfieur  le 
Alar  qui  s  di  envoy  er  incontinent 
un  pouvoir  d  Alejfieurs  van 
Beuningen  id  Trevor,  pour  Jig- 
ner  en  fon  nom,  id  de  la  parí  du 
Roi  jon  Madre ,  le  traite  avec 
les  Commijj aires  du  Roi  de 
P ranee,  conformement  au  projet 
fufdit  que  je  tro  uve  entlerement 
conforme  a  notre  convention  id  d 
nos  articles  fecrets  \  ainfi  que  le 
Sieur  van  Beuningen  mus  man¬ 
de  aujfi,  que  lui  id  Monfieur 
Trevor  en  o  ni  rendu  ce  me  me 


jugement.  Si  ce  n  eft  que  fon 
Excdlence  aime  rnieux  de  figner 
hii-méme  ledit  traite ,  id  tf  en 
recevoir  un  en  échange  figné  de 
la  párt  du  Roi  de  Idance,  au 
quel  cas  il  me  femóle  que  ton 
rP  auroit  qud  mettre  deffus  le 
trojel ,  7  r alie  de  paix  entre  les 
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*  *  Spain  and  France,  to  pre- 

*  vene  difputing  upon  the 

terms  of  the  preface  and, 

beneath,to  add  the  date»  This 
being  done,  the  aforefaidMi- 
nifters  at  París  muíf,  in  m y 
opinión,  ofFer  the  Kíng  of 
France  to  íign  in  the  King  of 
Spain’s  ñame,  or  (in  cafe  his 
Excellency  thinks  fit  to  fign 
himfelí)  to  exchange  the  trea- 
ty  figned  ;  on  condition  that 
France  wiil  confent  to  a  rea- 
fonable  time  to  procure  the 
ratifícation  from  the  Queeíi 
of  Spain  ;  and,  above  all,  the 
continuance  of  the  cefiation  of 
arms  during  the  time  agreed. 
I  fee  that,  for  granting  this 
term  a  little  more  to  the  hu- 
mour  of  France,  you  will  be 
more  liberal  and  complaifant 
than  í  :  for,  whereas  you  are 
fatisfied  with  the  term  till  the 
1 5  th  of  May  airead  y  propoíed 
by  Monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  I 
think  reafon  and  deccncy 
íhould  oblige  to  take  till  the 
end  of  May.  And,  if  the 
King  of  France  refufes  either 
to  fign  on  his  fide*  or  to  grant 
the  faid  term  with  the  ceíía- 
tion  of  arms,  I  fhould  not  ílick 
to  declare  immediately  for 
Spain,  and  a¿f  by  fea  and  land 
in  conformity  to  our  third  fe- 
parate  article. 

And  fince  it  cannot  enter 
into  a  reafonable  .man’s  mind, 

*  And  in  the  other  inílrument,  of 
France  and  Spain, 

that 


j Roi 5  *  d7  Efp  a gne  &  de  Flanee ; 
pour  ne  difputer  pas Jur  les  ter¬ 
mes  de  la  preface  ;  td  au  has 
d7 ajoúter  la  date .  Cela  ctantfait , 
il  faudra ,  d  mon  jagc?nent ,  que 
lefdits  Minijlres  a  Faris  offrent 
au  Roi  de  France  ele  ftgner ,  au 
nom  du  Roi  d7  Efpagne,  ou  bien 
F echan ger  le  traite  figne ,  fe  fon 
Ex cellen ce  ait  trouve  bon  de  fig- 
ner  lui  rncme  ;  moyennant  que  la 
France  accorde  un  terme  raijon- 
nable  pour  procurer  la  ratification 
de  la  Reine  di  Efpagnc ,  &  Jur 
tout  la  continuation  déla  ccfjation 
d7  armes  pendant  ce  terme  un  peu 
au  gre  de  la  France ,  vous  feríeos 
plus  liberal  ou  complaifant  que 
moi ;  car  au  lieu  que  vous  vous 
cont  enter  icos  du  terme  de  i  zme 
de  Adai  ci  devant  propofe  par 
Monfieur  de  Ruvigny ,  il  me 
f emble  que  la  r  ai  fon  Úf  la  bien - 
feance  ncits  obligcroicnt  bien  de 
prendre  jufques  au  dernier  jour 
de  Adai :  fi  le  Roi  de  France 
vient  d  refufer  ou  la  fgnature 
de  fon  cote,  ou  le  terme  avec  la 
ccfjation  d' armes*  je  ne  hefiterois 
point  d  nous  declaren  d’abord  fans 
marchander ,  pour  l7 Efpagnc,  & 
agir  par  mer  &  par  ierre  en 
confoi  mitc  du  ync  de  nos  articles 
feparés . 


F.t  comrne  il  ne  peut  tomber 
dans  l'efprit  ddun  bótame  raifon~ 

*  Et  en  l’autre  inftrutnent,  de  Erante 
Se  d’Eípigne. 
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that  the  Queen  of  Spain  can  be  able ,  que  la  Reine  AEfpagnw 
fo  blind  as  not  lo  ratify  the  pourroit  etre  fi  aveugle  que  de 
faid  tteaty,by  which  a  *  whole  ne  ratifier  poní  le  dit  traite  que 
Píovince  ís  reílored,  and  a  mi-  luí  fait  rendre  une  *  Province 
ñor  Kingdeiivered  from  being  enture ,  &  qui  delivre  un  Roi 
encoged  in  a  fecond  warwith  mineur  di un  fecond  accablement 
us  and  Spain  ;  Iíhouldnotbe  de  V Angleterre  IA  de  cet  Etat ; 
hard  at  granting  the  King  of  je  ne  ferois  nullement chiche  a  ac- 
France  whaiever  he  can  de-  cor  de  r  au  Reí  de  France  tout  ce 


jnand  with  any  appearance  of 
ieafon,in  a  cafe  that  will  never 
arrivej  chiefly,  becaufe  many 
Princes  of  Germany  will  then 
declare  on  our  fide,  who  might 
elfe  (blinded  by  the  appearan- 
ces  of  reafon  in  Monfieur  de 
Lionne\  letter  of  the  r9th 
paft)  abandon  us  entirely. 
The  King  of  Sweden,  or  bis 
Minifter  at  London,  do,  I 
think,  ílretch  the  cord  too  far, 
and  he  will  break  it  if  he  does 
not  yield  a  little.  However  we 
have  laft  Wednefday  fentfuch 
erders  to  our  AnibaíTador?, 
that  I  doubt  not  a  good  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  negctiation. 

For  the  other  points  ofyour 
ktter,  I  muft  refer  myfeíf  to 
what  you  can  learn  from  our 
Deputies  and  his  Excellency, 
by  advices  from  the  Am baila¬ 
dor  Don  Eftevan  de  Gamar- 
ra,  therefore,  Iíhall  conclude, 
remaining,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

*  The  County  of  Burgsndy. 


quil  pourroit  demander  avec 
quelque  apparence  de  r  ai  fon,  dañe 
un  cas  qui  nícherra  pas .  Prin - 
cipalement  parce  que  plufieurs 
Princes  d'  Adema gne  alors  fe  de¬ 
claren  cfnt  de  notre  partí,  qui  fans 
cela y  aveuglés  par  les  apparences 
du  raifonnement  compris  dans  la 
lettre  de  Monfieur  de  Lionne  dw 
1 9 me  du  inois  pafisc ,  mus  aban- 
donneroient  entierement.  Le  Ror 
de  Suede ,  ou  fon  Minifire  d 
Londres ,  me  Jeinble  trop  tendré  la 
cor  de  ;  &  il  la  rompra  s’il  neje' 
met  un  peu  i  la  raifon :  nean- 
moins  nous  avons  encore  F endredi 
pafsé  envoyé  tels  ordres  d  nos 
Ambafiadeurs  que  je  ne  doute 
Aun  bon  Jueces  de  alie  negocia* 
tim . 

hiant  aux  autres  points»  de 
votre  lettre,  je  fuis  oblige  de  me 
remettre  a  ce  que  vous  pourrez 
entendre  de  nos  Deputcs  &  de 
fon  Excel/ence  par  les  avis ■  de 
’C  Ambafjadenr  Don  Efievan  de 
G amarra .  C'ejl  pourqmi  en  fi¬ 
ní  jfiant  je  demeurerai  comme  je 
fuis  veritablement-y  Monfimr y 
votre ,  &c. 

*  Comtí  de  Bourgogne. 
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JF¡ rom  the  Elector  ofMentz . 

Aíentz,  April 
My  Lord ,  12,  1668. 

Aving  heard  of  your  Ex- 
cellency’s  arrival  at  Aix 
3aChapelle,to  affift  in  hisMa- 
jefty  of  Great  Britairfs  ñame 
at  a  negotiation  of  peace  be- 
tween  the  two  Crowns,  I 
could  not  forbear  expreffing 
my  joy,  and  the  conftdence  í 
have  that  the  intervention  and 
authority  of  fo  great  a  King 
will  give  much  weight  to  the 
affair,  and  very  much  facilítate 
the  peace  ;  which  employing 
all  my  thoughts  at  prefent,  I 
have  difpatched  to  the  faid 
town  of  Aix  the  Barón  of 
Schonborn  my  nephew,  with 
orders  to  render  all  offices 
frorn  me  to  your  Excellency, 
and  to  contribute  all  he  can 
towards  a  peace  fo  neceíTary 
to  the  repofe  of  all  Chriften- 
dom*  In  the  mean  time  I  de- 
íire  your  Excellency  to  be  af- 
fured,  that,  as  I  (hall  always 
reckon  it  an  honour  to  ferve 
the  King  your  Mafter,  fo  I 
(hall  never  let  pafs  any  occa- 
ííon  of  fhewing  in  particular 
that  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Ex- 
c^llency’s  moft  humble  and 
aíFe&ionate  fervant. 


De  l’Eleóieur  deMayence* 

A  Mayence,  12 
Monfieur,  Avril,  1668. 
Tünt  fu  Varrivee  de  votre 
Excellence  a  Aix  la  Cha - 
pelle  pour  y  affifler  au  nom  de  Ja 
Majejlc  de  la  Grande  Br ¿tagne 
a  la  negociation  de  la  paix  entre 
les  deux  Cour orines ;  je  n  al  pu 
ni  empecí) er  de  luí  temoigner  ma 
joye,  id  la  confíame  que  f  ai  que 
l intervention  id  V autor ité  d’un 
Roy  ji  pwffant  donnera  un  poids 
tres  grand  a  V  affair  e ,  &  /adh¬ 
iera  de  heaucoup  la  concilt aitón 
id  le  retabliffement  de  cette paix: 
laquelle  faifant  aujourdthui  toas 
mes  foins ,  f  ai  depeche  d  la  díte 
vi  lie  A  Ai  x  le  Barón  de  Schon¬ 
born  mon  neveu  avec  crdre  d  of  - 
frir  id  de  rendre  a  votre  Excel¬ 
lence,  de  ma  part ,  tous  les  offices, 
id  de  contribuer  de  fon  poffiible 
pour  par  venir  a  la  jln  que  don 
defl  propofee ,  pour  obtenir  une 
paix  fi  neceffiaire  au  repos  de 
touie  la  Chr ¿tiente.  Cependant  je 
prie  votre  Excellence  Aetre  af- 
fur¿e  que  commeje  ferai  toujours 
gloirc  de  fervir  le  Roi  fon  Alai - 
trc  ;  de  me  me  je  ne  perdrai  ja¬ 
máis  Voccafion  ou  je  pourrai  te¬ 
moigner  en  mon  particuher  que 
je  fuis,  Aíonfteur ,  de  votre  Ex¬ 
cellence  le  tres  humble  id  tres 
affettionné  ferviteur. 
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From  Monfieur  de  Wilt.  De  Moníieur  de  Witt. 


Hague ,  March  1 6, 

SIR9  ■  1668. 

A  Fter  having  writ  to  you  on 
the  4th,  I  find  myfelf 
honoured  by  two  of  yours  of 
the  gth  and  i4th  inftant. 
The  Marquis  of  Caftel-Ro- 
drigo’s  manner  of  tranfadíing 
does  infinitely  difpleafe  us  ; 
and  we  believe  we  have  eníer- 
ed  enough  into  his  defigns, 
to  concíude,  that  his  aim  is  to 
delay  the  figning  of  the  pro- 
jeót,  and  the  fending  of  the 
powers,  til  1  the  French  begin 
to  be  in  moiion  :  and  in  the 
mean  while  to  fign  or  fend  the 
power  defired,  and  fummon  us 
by  virtue  of  a  former  promife 
to  oppofe  our  arms  againft 
thofe  of  France,  which  will 
then  begin  toenter  intoaclion, 
and  by  that  means  fet  us  into 
an  open  war  by  ad vanee. 

However,  to  give  the  faid 
Marquis  theampleft  aífurance, 
and  to  convince  him  he  is  in 
the  wrong,  we  were  willing 
entirely  to  agree  to  your  ad- 
vice,  and  to  authorife  our  De- 
puties  to  pafs  a  promife  with 
you  in  due  form  by  writing, 
inferting  in  it  the  fame  words 
of  our  third  feparate  article. 
And  1  think  you  have  very 
judicioufly  confidered,  that  the 
condition  of  the  promife  ought 
to  be,  notonly  the  figning  of 
the  projecf  and  powers  ;  but, 
i f  after  the  figning,  &c.  France 
refufes  either  to  confent  to  it, 

of 


A  la  Raye,  ¿6 
Moníieur,  Mars,  1668. 
/¡Fres  que  je  vous  ai  ecrit  le 
Acme  je  me  trouve  honoré  de 
vos  deux  depeches  du  qme  &  1 4772^ 
de  ce  mois.  La  maniere  di  agir 
de  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de  Ca - 
f  el -Rodrigo  nous  deplaít  infini - 
ment ;  &  nous  croyons  penetrer 
afses  fes  vifées^pour  conclurre  que 
Jon  but  ef  de  delayer  Jignature 
du  projet  £sf  V envoi  du  pouvoir 
jufques  a  ce  que  les  Franyois  com - 
mencent  a  je  remuer  ;  úf  de  fg - 
ner  en  me  me  tems  ou  dlenvoyer  le 
pouvoir  defire ,  Lf  de  nous  Jommer 
en  vertu  cd une  promejfe  pr enla¬ 
bie  di oppofer  nos  armes  contre 
celles  de  France  qui  commenceront 
alors  dlentrer  en  adiion ,  &  par 
ainfi  nous  mettre  en  guerre  ou- 
verte  par  provifon , 


Neanmoins  pour  donnerau  dii 
Marquis  une  ajfurance  plus 
ampie ,  &  pour  achever  de  le 
mettre  dans  le  tort ,  nous  avons 
bien  voulu  nous  conformer  enti - 
erement  a  votre  avis>  &  autor  i- 
fer  nos  Deputes  a  paffer  avec 
vous  la  promejfe  en  bonne  & 
dúé  forme  par  ecrit ;  y  inferant 
les  mimes  paroles  tro  fieme  de  nos 
articles  fepares  ;  C5  je  juge  que 
vous  avez  tres  judicieufement 
confdere  que  la  condition  de  la 
promejfe  doit  eire  non  fenlemeni 
la  fignature  du  projet  &  des 
pouvoirs  ;  mais  fi  apres  la  Jig¬ 
nature .  &c  o  L  Franco  re  fu  fe  cd¿ 
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or  to  continué  the  fufpenfion 
of  arms,  we  believe  we  have 
great  caufe  to  complain  of  the 
Marquís,  that  notwithílanding 
the  folemn  pro  mi  fe  made  by 
the  States-General,  and  deli- 
vered  to  Don  Eílevan  de  Ga- 
mara  in  their  refolution  of  the 
5th  of  this  month,  he  has  de- 
layed  to  fign  and  difpatch  the 
povver  ;  fo  ihat,  if  this  had 
been  done  at  firíf,  we  had 
been  already  out  of  al!  doubt ; 
for  either  the  concluiion  of  it 
would  have  been  puríued  at 
París  with  the  lufpeníion  of 
arms  :  or,  in  cale  of  refufal, 
England  and  this  State  would 
already  a£t  in  earneíl,  and 
with  a  good  confcience,  for 
Spain. ' 

And  I  defire  you  to  let  his 
Excellency  fee  as  plainly  as 
poíTible,  that,  if  now  after  the 
fDning  and  fending  the  povver 
to  Paris,  and  hefore  the  Kmg 
ofFrance  can  be  informed  ot 
it,  hefhall  receiveanydifgrace, 
it  is  himfeif  he  ought  to  im¬ 
pute  it  to  ;  for  England  and 
this  State  will  not  put  intohis 
hands  the  power  of  involving 
them  in  an  open  war  with 
France,  unfeafonably,  and  a- 
gainíf  their  intention  clearly 
expreíled  in  the  agreement  of 
the25th  inífant;  vvhich  would 
have  happened  if  we  had  left 
him  the  liberty  to  delay  the 
figning  or  fending  his  power, 
ti  11  he  had  provoked  the 
French  to  move  ;  or,  it  then, 
hgning  or  fending  the  power, 
Fe  had  the  right  of  employing 

our 


ót y  confentir ,  ou  de  continuer  la 
fufpenfion  d' armes  \  nous  croyons 
avoir  gr and fujet  de  mus  plañí  • 
dre  du  Sieur  Marquis  en  ce  que 
nonobjlant  la  promeffe  folennelle, 
faite  par  les  Etats  Géneraux , 
&  delivrée  a  Don  EJlevan  de 
G amarra  dans  leur  refolution  au 
<q?nc  de  ce  mois ,  il  a  delaye  de  fig  - 
ner  la  de  depechcr  le  pouvoir ; 
dt autant  que  ji  cela  eut  éte  fait 
d'abord ,  nous  nous  trouverions 
d'já  bors  de  teute  obfeunté  ;  car 
ou  la  conclujion  en  auroit  ctéfui - 
vie  h  Paris ,  avec  la  fufpenfion 
de  armes ;  ou,  en  cas  de  re  fus, 
l’Jng  let  erre  &  cet  Fiat  agiroit 
deja  de  bon  casur  lóf  en  oonne 
corfience  pour  /’  Efpagne. 

Et  je  vdus  fupplie  de  faire 
voir  a  fon  Excellence  le  plus  vi- 
vement  qu  il  fe  pourra  faire,  que 
fi  a  ceite  heure  apres  la  fign ature 
ou  Penvoi  du  pouvoir  vers  Paris , 
ÍSf  avant  qu  on  en  puijje  avoir 
averti  le  Roi  de  France ,  il  re - 
poive  quelque  difgrace  ;  que  ce 
Jera  a  joi-mcme  a  qut  il  le  devra 
imputer  :  car  V  Anglet erre  Iff 
cet  Etai  ne  peuvsni  pas  lui  don - 
ner  en  main  un  inoyen  affurc 
pour  les  enveloper  mal  d  propos 
IE  contre  leur  intention  claire- 
ment  exprimee  dans  la  conven - 
tion  du  2  eme  de  ce  mois  dans 
une  guerre  ouverte  avec  la 
France  ;  ce  qui  fe  feroit  fi  on  lui 
laijjfoit  la  faculté  de  del  ayer  Jig- 
na  ture  ou  Venvoi  de  fon  pouvoir 
jufques  a  ce  quil  auroit  provoqué 
les  Eran  cois  de  fe  remuér  ;  ou 
qualors  fignant  ou  envoyant  le 
K  k  4  pouvoir 
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our  troops  againíl  thofe  of 
France,  before  the  King  of 
France  could  have  had  intelli- 

/  1 v  1 

gence  of  the  faid  figning  or 
fending  of  the  faid  power,  and 
by  confequence  before  the  faid 
King  could  have  finifhed  the 
treaty,  and  conúnued  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms. 

I  hope,  and  amafíiired,  that 
¡after  this  pace,  which  is  the 
Jaft  the  States  are  ca pable  of 
mnking  in  this  conjunélure, 
the  Marquis  will  not  delay  a 
moment  the  figning  and  fend¬ 
ing  of  the  Peace  to  París  ¿  but 
if,  contrary  to  all  appea ranee, 
he  ihould  be  capable  of  doing 
fo,  I  defire  you  to  let  him 
know,  that  neither  England 
ñor  the  States  can  aííift  one 
who  manifeílly  refufes,  and 
confequently  that  he  will  be 
abandoned  on  all  fides  ;  and 
alfo  that  we  íhall  find  ourfelves 
under  a  neceílity  to  reduce 
him,  by  more  eíFeífual  means, 
to  accept  really  and  efFedfual- 
ly,  by  figning  of  the  treaty,the 
alternative  he  has  already  ac- 
cepted  by  a  leparate  writing. 
And  I  even  apprehend  that, 
by  the  delays  already  paífed, 
the  afFair  is  rcduced  to  a  point 
not  to  be  redreífed  ;  as  in  truth 
we  fhall  find  ourfelves  embar- 
raífed  enough,  if  the  King  of 
France  be  already  gone  from 
Faris  to  bis  army,  before  the 
proie¿l:  figned,  or  the  power 
be  arrived  there.  I  cannot  tell 
by  what  politíc  bis  Excellency 
defires  bis  condufl  fnould  be 

decneri 
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pouvoir  il  eut  le  droit  eje  faire 
agir  nos  troupes  contre  celles  de 
France  avant  que  le  Roí  de 
France  eut  pú  avoir  nouvelle  de 
ladite  fignature  ou  dedenvoi  du - 
dit  pouvoir ,  id  par  confequent 
avant  qu’il  eut  pü  faire  acbever 
le  traite  id  coniinuer  la  fifpen* 
fion  d' armes. 

J'eJpere  id  je  me  iiens  affuré 
qu'aprés  ce  pas  qui  ejl  le  dernier 
que  les  Etats  font  capable s  de 
faire  en  cette  conjondlure ,  Man - 
fieur  le  Marquis  ne  delay  era  plus 
un  moment  la  fign ature  id  V en  - 
voi  d* un  pouvoir  v¿rs  París  $ 
tnais,  fi ,  contre  touie  a pp  aren  ce 9 
il  füt  capable  de  le  faire,  je  vous 
fupplie  de  lui  faire  voir  comme 
il  jaut  que  ni  /’  Angleterre  ni  les 
Etats  ne  peuvent  pas  ajfjler  un 
refufant  manifefe\  que  par  con- 
fequent  il  fera  abandonné  de  tous 
cotes,  id  qu  auffi  nous  noys  trou~ 
verons  necejftes  de  íe  reduire par 
des  moyens  plus  ejf  caces  a  accep - 
ter  reellement  id  en  effet ,  par  la 
fignature  du  traite ,  /’ alternative 
qii  il  a  deja  accepté  par  un  écrit 
fépar'e.  Et  j'  apprehend  meme 
que  par  les  d'elais  deja  pafses , 
C a jf aire  ne  foit  reáuite  a  un  point 
pour  ne  pouvoir  pas  etre  redref- 
fee :  comme  en  verité  nous  nous 
trouverions  bien  embar aj se  s,  file 
Roi  de  France  füt  deja  partí 
de  París  vers  fon  armée ,  avant 
que  le  projet  fign'e  ou  le  pouvoir 
y  fút  arnvé.  Je  ne  f ai  pas  par 
quede  politique  Jon  Excellence 
trouve  bon  de  faire  décrier  fa 
conduite  par  tout  le  monde ,  id  de 
per  iré  le  país  de  fon  gouverne- 

ment  °$ 
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ment ;  car  de  ncus  croire  fi  mal 
apifes  quelle  nous  pourroit  en- 
gager  dans  une  guerre  contre  la 
France ,  lors  qu  elle  de  fon  cote 
veut  tout  cíe  bqn  conclurre  la  paixy 
dejl  que  je  ne  puís  pos  prefup- 
pofer :  &  fi  elle  juge  que  la 
France  reculfra  opi  refujera  la 
fufpenftony  pourquoi  elle  ne  Vait 
pos  voidu  faire  paroítre  publi - 
quement  devant  tout  le  monde  par 
une  promptefignature  de  fon  cotéy 
c ejl  ce  que  je  ne  puis  pos  com- 
prendre. 


«áecríed  by  all  men,  or  that  his 
government  íhould  be  loíl ; 
for,  to  think  us  ío  ill  advifed, 
that  he  can  engage  us  in  a 
war  againft  France*  wl?en 
they  on  their  íide  are  earneü: 
for  concluding  a  peace,  is 
what  I  cannot  fuppofe  ;  ancj, 
if  he  thinks  France  will  draw 
back,  or  refufe  the  fufpenfion, 
then  why  he  would  not  let  it 
appear  publicly  to  the  world 
by  a  ready  hgning  on  his  fide  ; 
this  ís  what  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. 

In  the  mean  time  Monfieur 
Coibert  at  Aix  has  loudly 
made  appear  the  eaíinefs,  and 
oven  the  complaifance,  of  his 
Mafter,  by  the  proteftation  he 
has  publicly  rpade,  that  he 
has  order  to  ñgn  the  alterna- 
tive,  without  excepting  a- 
gainft  the  preamble  of  the 
Marquis’s  power  upon  the  de- 
of  a  faculty  to  fubfíitute, 
or  upon  any  other  ;  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Barón  de 
Bergeyck  is  not  authorifed  to 
do  any  thing  at  all :  and  I  af- 
fure  you,  the  pofitive  advices 
we  receive  of  it,  make  every 
body’s  head  turn  :  therefore  I 
defire  you  fo  much  the  more 
to  endeavour  -effeéiually  that 
the  Marquis  íhould  finiíh  the 
affair  without  any  more  delay ; 
for,  if  this  laft  compliance  of 
the  State  does  not  fatisfy  him, 
I  confefs  to  you  I  (hall  think 
no  farther,  but  of  fome  effec- 
tual  means  to  reduce  him  to 
reafon,  and  of  fomc  expe- 

dients 


Cependant  JMonJieur  Coibert 
d  Aix  a  fait  paroítre  hautement 
la  facilité ,  voire  la  complaifancey 
du  Roi  fon  Maítrey  par  La  pro¬ 
te  flation  qu  il  fait  publiquementy 
qu’il  a  ordre  de  figner  V alterna- 
tive ,  fans  faire  exception  fur  le 
préamble  du  pouvoir  du  Mar - 
qutsy  fur  le  défaut  de  la  faculté 
de  fubjlituér ,  au  autres  3  la  ou 
au  contraire  Monfieur  le  Barón 
de  Bergeyck  ne  fe  trouve  autorifé 
a  ríen .  Et  je  vous  affure  que 
les  avis  pojitifs  que  nous  en  re - 
cevonsy  font  tourner  la  tete  a  un 
chacun :  c  efl  pourquoi je  vous fup - 
plie  dé autant  plus  de  teñir  la  rnain 
ejfcacement  a  ce  que  Monfieur  le 
Marquis  acheve  Vaffaire  fans 
plus  de  delai :  car  fi  cette  derni- 
ere  complaifance  des  Etats  ne  lui 
fatisfait  pas ,  je  vous  avoue  que 
je  ne  fongerai  plus  qu’aux  moyens 
ejfcaces  pour  le  reduire  ala  ral - 
fon ,  ÍA  aux  expedí ens ,  par  lef- 
quels  le  Roi  de  la  Grande  B re¬ 
ta  gne  &  leurs  Hautes  Puiffan - 
ccs  fe  puifjent  entendre  avec  la 

France « 
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dients  by  which  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  their 
High  Mightinefles  may  take 
mea  fu  res  with  F  ranee  for  pre- 
ventins;  the  miferies  of  the 
neighbourhood  ;  in  which  I 
hope  you  aflift  with  as  much 
application,  according  to  the 
intent  of  our  ageeement,  as  I . 
believe  you  will  by  all  means 
endeavour  to  p^event  a  cafe  fo 
defperate,  and  fo  deflrucdive  to 
Spain  :  and  for  me  i  íhall  re- 
main  ever  with  much  paííion, 
Sir,  your,  &q. 


France ,  ponr  prevenir  les  mal - 
heurs  de  fon  voiftnage :  en  quoi 
fefpere  que  vous  cooperez  avec 
autant  dyapplication  felón  ly in¬ 
te  nti  o  n  de  notre  conveniion>  que 
je  me  tiens  afjitré  que  vous  ta - 
cherez  par  toute  forte  de  moyens 
de  prevenir  ce  cas,  de  fefpere  & 
ruineux  pour  VEfpagne*  Et  moi , 
je  demsurerai  a  jamáis  avec  beau - 
coup  de  pafjion ,  Monfieur ,  votre 
tres  humble  ferviteur . 


From  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Llague ,  April 

S  I  Ry  27,  l668. 

O  U  ought  to  be  well  fa- 

O 

tisñed  with  vour  Whole 

j 

conduft,  íince  the  fuccefs  fo 
well  anfwcrs  your  good  in- 
tention,  and  that  vour  work 
has  fo  excellent  an  agreement 
with  the  foundations  you  had 
laid.  All  Chriftendom  owes 
you  the  glory  of  having  firfl 
difpofed  the  King  of  Great 
Britain’s  mind  to  fo  feridf  an 
aliiance  between  his  Majefty 
and  this  State,  for  the  univer- 
fai  good  and  peace  of  Europe. 
It  is  upon  this  principie  you 
have  continued  to  labour  with 
fo  much  application,  and  ío 
fuccefsfully  with  the  Marquis 
of  Caífel-Rodrigo,  that  ií:  is 
chiefly  to  you  we  are  obhged 
for  the  good  difpofition  he  is 
in  at  prefent,  and  for  the  en- 
joyment  of  fo  great  an  adven¬ 
íale  to,  Chriftendom  as  reful ts 

O  %  # 

from  it.  I  fpeak  of  it  as  a 

thipg 


A  la  Haye,  27 
Monfieur,  Avril,  1668. 
0  U  S  devez  etre  bien  fa- 
tisfait  de  toute  votre  con - 
duite ,  puifque  le  fucccs  repond  ft 
parfaitement  d  votre  bonne  in - 
tention ,  &  que  votre  ouvrage  a 
un  fi  excellent  rapport  aux  fon - 
demens  que  vous  en  aviez  jettés. 
Toute  la  Chrétienté  vous  doii 
la  gloire  ePavoir  donne  la  pre- 
miere  difpofition  dans  refprit 
du  Roi  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  d 
une  ji  etroite  U  ai  fon  entre  f a  Ma¬ 
je  Jle  &  cet  Etat  pour  le  bien  & 
le  repos  univerfel  de  P  Europe* 
Sur  ce  principe  vous  avez  conti¬ 
nué  de  travailler  avec  tañí  ¿P ap¬ 
plication  fi  heureufement  c<  ti¬ 
pies  de  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de 
Ca fiel- Rodrigo ,  que  c  efi  á  vous 
principalement  a  qui  Pon  ejl  ob- 
lige  de  la  bonne  difpofition  en  la- 
quelle  il  fe  trouve  prefent ement^ 
&  de  la  jouiffance  cP  un  fe  granel 
avantage  pour  la  Chreticnt  e  qui 
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thing  we  pollefs  already,  be- 
caufe  I  fee  nothins;  that  can 
hinder  us  from  it ;  it  being 
likely  that  the  Barón  de  Ber- 
geyck  has  already  executed 
the  power  we  have  fent  him  3 
and  that  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
in  order  to  del  i  ver  Flanders 
from  its  troublefome  gueíls, 
will  no  longer  defer  to  ratify 
the  treatv.  Forthe  reíl,  I  a- 

y  m  ' 

greeextremely  with  your  fen- 
timents,  and  am  of  your  opi¬ 
nión,  fome  exchangeof  places 
íhould  be  negotiated  imme- 
diately  after  the  figning  of  the 
treaty. 

I  writ  about  it  before  to 
Monfieur  Beverning,  fo  that 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  have 
been  entertained  with  it  al- 
ready.  I  confefs  alfo  with  you, 
that  this  negotiation  will  be 
more  conveniently  managed 
afterwards  at  París  than  any 
where elle,  at  leaíf,  if  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Caflel -Rodrigo  can 
refolve  to  have  confidence  e- 
noughin  the  K.  of  G.Britain's 
Minifters  and  thofe  of  this 
State,  to  refer  them  to  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  of  an  affair  of  this 
nature:  though,  if  he  coníi- 
ders  it  well,  he  will  find  that 
we  both  have  the  fame  inter¬ 
di:  in  it.  You  have  nothing 
elfe  but  to  go  on  your  own 
\va y  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  agreement  o  January  the 
2gd,  to  fupport  the  peace 
made,  by  a  guaranty  of  all 
who  are  interefted  in  it,  either 
in  general  or  particular  3  nc- 

yer 


en  rcfulte.  Jen  parle  comme 
(Pune  chofe  que  nous  pofjedons 
deja j  parceque  je  ne  voi  ríen  qul 
nous  en  puiffe  frujlrer ,  y  ayant 
de  I apparence  que  des  a  prefent 
le  Barón  de  Bergeyck  aura  ex - 
ecuíé  le  pouvoir  que  nous  luí  a- 
vons  porte 3  &  que  la  Cour  de 
Madrid ,  pour  dellvrer  les  País - 
Bas  de  hmportunité  de  Jes  ¡sotes , 
ne  voudrapas  dijferer  de  ratifier 
le  traite.  Au  rcjle ,  je  donne 
fort  dans  vos  fentimens ,  &  filis 
A  avis  que  Pon fajfe  negocier  queB 
que  échange  de  places  incontinerit 
apres  la  Jignature  du  traite . 

J’en  ai  écrit  ci-devant  d 
Monfieur  Beverning ,  de  forte 
que  je  ne  doute  point  que  vous  ne 
vous  en  foyez  deja  entretenus . 
J’avoue  auffi  avec  vous  que  cctte 
negociation  fe  f era  plus  comino de- 
ment  dans  la  fuite  a  París  qii 
ailleurs  ;  au  moins  fi  Monfieur 
le  Manquis  de  Cafl el- Rodrigo 
peut  refoudre  a  prendre  affez  de 
confiance  aux  Miniflres  du  Roi 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  de  cet 
Etat ,  pour  s  en  rapporter  d  eux 
de  la  negociation  Auné  affair e  de 
cctte  nature  ;  quoique  s  il  le  con - 
fidere  bien ,  il  tr ouvera  que  nous 
y  avons  les  uns  &  les  nutres  pref- 
que  le  me  me  ínter  et.  Vous  n  a- 
vez  que  continucr  votre  route fur 
le  fondement  de  la  convention  du 
23  Janvier ,  pour  foutenir  la 
paix  faite  par  une  guarantie  de 
tous  les  intercfsés  en  general  & 
en  particulier  3  &  ne  point  era- 
indre  que  ceux  qui  travailleront 
au  nom  ele  cet  Etat  avec  vous , 
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ver  fearing  that  thofe  who  fliall 
negotiate  jointly  with  you  in 
the  ñame  of  this  State,  will 
diforder  the  harmony  that  has 
appeared  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  negotiatioix.  What 
they  can  do,  is  as  well  from 
their  own  inclination,  as  in 
purftiance  of  their  orders.  For 
me,  I  íhall  ever  fecond  your 
zcal  with  joy,  and  fnall  take 
all  occafions  to  íhew  with  how 
much  paííion  and  íincerity  I 
am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


deconcertent  cette  belle  harmonie 
que  Pon  a  vüe  en  tente  la  fuite 
de  cette  negó ciat ion,  íls  le  fe- 
ront  non  feulement  en  execution 
des  ordres  qiiils  en  ont ,  mais 
aujfi  par  inclination .  Pour  moi9 
ce  fera  toujours  avec  joye  que  je 
feconderai  votre  %eley  id  que  je 
rencontrerai  les  occafions  oú  je 
vcus  puijje  donner  des  preuves  de 
paJTion  íd  fmeerité  avec  laquelle 
la  je  J'uis ,  Monfeeur ,  votre  tres 
bumble  ferviteur . 


From  my  Lord  Arlington. 

SIR,  "Whitehall,  May  8,  1668. 

1F  I  had  written  to  you  laft  poft  (as  I  fhould  have 
done  if  there  had  been  time  for  it)  you  would 
have  heard  me  complain  much  of  the  pain  I  was  in 
not  to  hear  from  you  in  fifteen  days  in  fo  delicate  a 
conjunóture  of  affairs,  which  was  occafioned  by  con- 
trary  winds.  In  the  mean  time  we  were  a  little  eafed 
by  Sir  John  Trevor’s  aífurance  to  us  of  the  peace 
having  been  figned  on  the  2d,  N.  S.  which  has  been 
fince  amply  confirmed  by  two  of  yours  brought  toge- 
ther,  of  the  ad  and  8th,  N.  S.  fo  that  now  I  can 
with  foundation  give  you  the  parabién  of  this  great 
v/ork,  which  you  may  without  vanity  cali  your  own, 
wh ate  ver  padrinoes  you  have  had  to  aíTift  you  in  it : 
and  with  more  fatisfa&ion,  confidering  what  efeapes 
you  made  between  the  Marquis’s  irrefolutions,  the 
Barón  de  Bergeyck’s  pun&ilios,  and  Monfieur  Col-  - 
bert’s  empertement.  God  be  thanked,  the  great  bu- 
íinefs  and  you  are  fo  well  delivered  from  thefe  acci  - 
dents ;  after  which  I  hope  this  will  find  you  fafely 
arrived  at  Bruffels,  and  keeping  yourfelf  ftill  in  the 

lame  figure  of  cquipage  to  wear  the  better  the  cha- 
'  -  radter 
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rafter  of  his  Majefty’s  Ambaflador  at  the  Plague-, 
towards  which  í  vvill  fend  you  with  all  fpeed  his  final 
refolution  and  infiruftions.  In  the  mean  time  you 
will  receive,  by  the  inclofed,  his  mind  to  the  Marquis, 
recommending  to  his  Excelíence  the  making  good 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  what  we  and 
the  Dutch  Ambafíadors  have  promifed  to  the  Count 
de  Dona,  as  you  will  fee  by  this  inclofed  ad,  which 
we  gave  him  at  the  exchange  of  our  treaty,  engaging 
him  in  the  triple  alliance-,  the  performance  of  which 
the  Dutch  Ambafíadors  and  I  have  already  befpoken 
of  the  Count  de  Molina  within  fix  weeks  time,  when 
we  hope  the  ratification  will  be  come  from  Stock- 
holm  ;  and,  the  faid  Ambaflador  obferving  already 
that  the  Count  de  Molina  calis  to  the  Dutch  Am¬ 
baffadors  and  us  for  a  ratificación,  he  admoniíhes  us 
to  delay  it  til!  the  conditions  be  performed  with  him. 
This,  I  fay,  is  offered,  but  not  concluded  by  us  to  be 
ib  obferved. 

His  Majefty  had  refolved  the  Parliament  fhould 
adjourn  on  Monday  laft,  but,  an  nnhappy  difference 
falling  out  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  upon 
a  great  point  of  their  privileges,  their  fitting  hath 
been  fpun  on  to  this  day,  though  not  without  hopes 
of  our  finally  rifing  to-morrow.  Our  long  talked  of 
mifcarriages  have  this  week  been  finiílied  with  a  very 
unhappy  one  in  the  Queen?  after  twenty  days  going, 
and  raifing  the  deje&ed  hopes  of  the  whole  nation, 
wffiich  even  this  misfortune  hath  lome  what  revived. 
I  leave  it  to  Ambaflador  Patrick  to  entertain  you  up¬ 
on  this  fubjeft,  who  cannot  fail  of  long  letters  by 
this  poft.  I  am,  with  all  truth  and  affeftion,  Sir, 
your  very  h unible  fervant. 

P.  S.  You  never  fent  us  any  copy  of  the  promife 
of  guaranty  you  figned  to  the  Marquis ;  though  you 
did  the  original  of  that  he  gave  you  in  exchange  of  it, 

with 
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with  relation  to  the  King  our  Mafter.  When  the 
Count  de  Molina  hath  prefied  me  apart  from  the 
Dutch  AmbaíTadors  for  his  Majefty’s  ratification,  I 
have  tc!d  him  he  ought  to  have  ready  his  ratification 
írom  Madrid  to  exchange  with  ours  ;  which  it  will 
not  be  arnifs  for  you  to  take  notice  of  likewife  to  the 
Marquisa  when  he  ílaall  give  you  occafion  for  it. 

From  the  Ele  For  of  Mentz . 


Mcntz ,  May 
My  Lord,  14,  1 668. 

H  E  honour  of  a  general 
joy,  upon  the  peace  con- 
cluded  and  figned  between  the 
Crowns,  being  equallydueto 
the  vigorous  interpoiition  of 
his  Majefty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  v/ife  conduct  of 
your  Excellency  in  an  affair  of 
iuch  inmortalice  to  Chriíren- 

A 

dom  ;  I  delire  to  rejoice  with 
you  upon  the  happy  fuccefs  of 
it.  I  hope  the  ratification  of 
this  treatv  will  be  exchano-ed 

j  O 

in  due  time  on  both  fides  ; 
and  fhall  not  fail,  on  my  part, 
of  contributing  all  I  can  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  to  fecond  his  Ma- 
jeíly’sintentionsjaíTuringyour 
Excellency  in  the  mean  time, 
that  the  obligations  v/ill  never 
be  forgot,  which  an  infinite 
number  of  good  Chriílians 
owe  you  for  your  diligence  in 
accompliíhing  the  peace  :  and 
íhat,  for  my  particular,  I  fhall 
eheriíh  all  occafions  of  fhevv- 
ing  your  Excellency  the  fince- 


much 


De  Mayence,  14 
Monfieur,  Mai,  1668. 
’ Honneur  d’une  joye  genérale 
fur  la  paix  conclue  &  fig- 
nee  entre  les  Coüronnes ,  fe  devant 
également  a  la  vigoureufe  Ínter - 
poftion  de  fa  Majejle  de  la 
Grande  Brétagne ,  &  a  la  fage 
maniere  dont  votre  Excellence  a 
fu  conduíre  une  affair e  de  telle 
impórtame  d  toute  la  Chretiente ; 
f  ai  bien  voulu  me  conjoúír  avec 
elle  de  Vheureux  fücces  qni  Va 
fnivi .  fefpere  que  la  ratification 
de  ce  traüe  fiera  echangee  a  fon 
ierme  de  parí  &  d' cutre  ;  fíf  ne 
manquera  i  de  contribuer  de  ma 
part  tout  ce  que  je  pourrai  a  la 
confervation  du  repos  public ,  & 
pour  feccnder  les  intentions  de  fa 
Majejle  ;  affürant  cepcndant  rob- 
ire  Excellence  qu  on  ri  oublicra 
jamais  les  obligations  que  lui  doi - 
vent  une  infinité  de  bons  Chre - 
tiens  pour  les  foins  qu  elle  a  ap~ 
portes  a  la  conciliation  de  cctte 
paix  ;  &  que  pour  mon  particu- 
lier  je  cherirai  les  occafions  par 
lef quedes  je  lui  pourrai  temoigne r 
la  fimerite  de  mon  affieRion ,  & 
combien  je  defire  lui  finiré  con - 
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ffiilch  I  defire  to  let  you  know 
that  I  am  your  Excellency’s 
moft  humble  and  moft  affec- 
tionate  fervant. 


noítre  que  je  fuis ,  Monfieur ,  de 
votre  Excellence  tres  humble  Cf 
tres  ajfeélionné  ferviteur . 


From  the  Duke  de  Roanez. . 


From  the  Camp  of  Ruyjbrouk , 

8  /  iv,  May  29,  1668. 
H  E  Count  of  Rembouro; 
has  informed  me  this 
morning  (being  the  2yth  in- 
idant)  at  eleven  o’clock,  from 
the  Marquis  of  Caílel-Rodri- 
go,  ofthe  arrival  of  the  ratifi- 
cation  3  to  which  I  fent  an- 
fwer,  that  í  doubted  not  of 
what  he  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me,  but  that  I  had  no 
news  of  it  from  the  King.  Be 
pleafed  that  I  repeat  the  fame 
thing  to  you,  to  tell  you  that 
í  wonder  extremely  how  any 
one  can  complain  that  I  have 
attacked  their  troops  out  of 
the-city ;  fince  thefe  a¿fs  of 
hoíHiities  are  always  allowed 
till  the  publication  of  the 
peace  3  for  it  is  but  yeiferday 
that  one  of  their  parties  at¬ 
tacked  ours,  whereof  I  fent 
you  the  prifoners  back  to 
Braine  le  Chateau;  and  the 
fame  day  thofe  of  Braine  le 
Chateau  took  iooco  Francs 
from  the  equipage  of  one  of 
our  captains.  Thoy  rnight 
better  inform  you,  how  I  fend 
your  prifoners  back,  without 
fuffering  them  to  be  difmount- 
ed  or  plundered  3  that  I  allow 
no  pillage  that  comes  to  my 
kno  wledge,  and  that  they  have 

dif- 


Au  Camp  deRuyfbrouk, 
Monfieur,  29  Mai,  1668; 

7¡/f  Onfieur  le  Compte  de  Re?n- 
bourg  ma  fait  favoir  ce 
ntatin  27  d  onze  heures ,  de  la 
part  de  Monfieur  le  Marquis  de 
Caf  el- Rodrigo y  Varrivée  de  la 
railficatlon  :  a  qui  f  ai  fait  ré- 
ponfo,  que  je  nc  doutois  pas  de 
ce  qu  il  me  f alfolí  fhonneur  de 
rnécrire\  mals  que  je  ?fen  avois 
aucune  nouvelle  du  cute  du  Rol. 
Trouvcz  bon  que  je  vous  repeté 
la  me  me  chofe  3  Cf  que  je  vous 
di  fe  que  je  fuis  extremement  eton~ 
ne  que  fon  fe  puifjé  plaindre  de 
ce  que  f  ai  fait  attaquer  leurs 
troupes  hors  de  la  ville  :  pulfque 
ces  fortes  df adíes  dfhojülit'e  Jont 
per  mis  jufqu  d  la  publication  de 
la  paix ,  C5  que  mane  hier  un  ae 
leurs  parties  aitaqua  les  nutres, 
dont  je  r  envoy  ai  les  prifonniers  a 
Braine  le  Chateau  3  Cf  le  me - 
me  jour ,  ceux  du  me  me  Braine 
le  Chateau  prirent  prls  de  dix 
mide  Francs  cf  equipage  a  un  de¬ 
nos  capit canes,  lis  pourroient 

encore  mieux  vous  informer  com- 
me  je  renvoi  leurs  prifonniers , 
fans  permitiré  qifon  les  demente 
Cf  qu  on  les  dépcmlle  3  que  je  ne 
foujfre  point  de  pillage  qui  vi - 
enne  a  ma  connoi [Janee  3  Cf  qiiils 
ont  demonté  Cf  dípouille  jufqu 
a  nos  dome f! iones.  P our  ce  que 
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difmountéd  and  ftripped  even 
my  ovvn  domeftics.  For  what 
the  Marquis  of  Caftel-Rodri- 
go  has  affured  you,  that  his 
troops  on  the  2yth  at  noon, 
and  the  28ch  or  29th  at  night* 
adled  only  in  the  defenfive  :  if 
there  be  any  action  for  the  fu- 
ture,  whereof  I  fee  no  appear- 
ance,  thenl  (hall  know  by  the 
íílue,  whether  they  have  yet 
a&cci  defenfively  or  cffenfive- 
]y.  This  is  all  I  can  anfwer 
yoiL  upon  what  is  paíl,  or  to 
come,  In  expe&ation  of  the 
King’s  orders  for  publiíbing 
the  peace  at  the  camp,  as  it 
has  been  this  day  publiíhed  at 
Bruffels,  you  will  do  mejuftice 
to  believe  that  no  one  is  more 
than  I*  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fervant. 


Monfieur  le  MarquU  de  CafleV 
Rodrigo  vous  á  ajjuré  que  fes 
troupes  le  27  me  apres  mi  di ,  & 
la  nuit  du  2%me  ou  2()me ,  n  a- 
voient  agi  qu'eH  fe  d'efendant ; 
c  eji  une  verité  dcnt  je  tombe 
c!  accord :  fi  a .  F avenir  il  y  a 
quelque  affion,  d  quoi  je  ne  voi 
point  d'apparence ,  alors  je  fau~ 
raí  par  Fifue  s’ils  ont  encore  agi 
en  Je  défendant  ou  en  attaquanto 
V oila  ce  queje  vous  puis  repondré 
pour  ce  qui  eji  paje ,  &  ce  qui 
peut  arriver ,  en  attendant  les 
ordres  du  Roi  pour  f aire  publier 
la  paix  au  camp  comme  Fon  Va 
publiée  aujourdlhui  á  Bruxelles  y 
vous  me  jerez  jujice  de  croirú 
qu'il  nejt  perfonne  qui  foit  plus 
Monfieur ,  votre  tres  humble  fer - 
viteur . 


From  Monfieur  de  IVitL 


Fíague,  July  6, 

SIR,  m  1668. 

ICould  not  receivc  more  a- 
greeable  news  than  what 

Íou  tell  me  of  your  return 
ither  with  the  charadler  of 
AmbaíTador.  I  am  fure  you 
will  not  doubt  the  truth  of 
what  I  fay,  when  you  refleft 
on  the  fatisfañíon  I  ought  to 
have,  and  have  already,  in  the 
generofíty  and  fincerity  I  have 
obferved  in  all  your  procecd- 
ings.  You  have  reafon,  Sir, 
to  fay,  that  it  is  impoííible  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  íhould 
not  defign  to  live  in  a  perfe¿l 
good  intelligence  with  this 

State^ 


A  la  Haye,  6  jürllv 
Monfieur,  1668- 

JE  ne  pouvois  pas  recevoir 
Un  avis  plus  agreable  que 
celui  que  vous  me  donnez  de  vbtre 
prochain  r'etour  avec  la  qualité 
d’  Ambaffadeur  :  je  m  a  fure  que 
vous  ne  douterez  point  de  la 
verité  de  ce  que  je  viens  de  dire  ; 
qüand  vous  voudrez  faire  re¬ 
flexión  fur  la  fatisfaóhon  que  je 
dois  avoir,  &  ai  en  effei,  de  la 
genero  fié  &  fíncente  que  j’ai 
remarqué  en  tout  votre  precede . 
Vous  avez  raifon  de  dire ,  Mon¬ 
fieur,  quil  ne  fe  peut ,  que  Fin- 
iention  du  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Rrétagne  ne  foit  de  vivre  dani 
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State,  when  he  fends  us  a  per- 
fon  who  ought  to  be  fo  dear 
to  us  upon  fo  many  confidera- 
tions,  honoured  with  a  cha- 
ra&er  that  íhews  the  eftcem 
and  friendíhip  he  has  for  this 
State :  we  {hall  endeavour  the 
continuanceof  both,  bydoing 
all  his  Majefty  can  expedt 
from  his  moft  faithlul  allies  ; 
and  by  the  fame  means  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  give  his  Majefty 
the  marks  of  that  profound 
refpe£t  I  have  for  his  perfon, 
and  the  proofs  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments  I  have  for  your  merit. 
And  as  you  and  I  defire  no- 
thing  on  both  ñdes,  but  to 
preferve  eternally  thegoodin- 
telligence  you  have  helped  to 
ftrengthen  with  fo  much  fue- 
cefs  ;  I  cannot  doubt,  but  we 
may  eafily  avoid  whatever  is 
capable  of  changing  it.  PerT 
mit  me,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  you 
fhall  ñnd  me  always  difpofed 
to  give  all  facility  to  what¬ 
ever  can  eftabliíh  thecommon 
intereft  of  either  State  ;  and, 
as  I  know  I  fhall  always  find 
the  fame  difpofition  in  you, 
I  cannot  but  rejoice  when  1 
confider,  that  I  íhall  have  to 
negocíate  withaMinifterwho 
polfefles  all  the  qualities  that 
can  make  him  fucceed  in 
whatever  he  undertakes* 


This  is  all  I  am  permitted 
to  fay,  by  an  affli&ion  lately 
come  upon  me,  having  loft  a 
Vol.L  vvife 


une  parfaitement  bonne  intelli- 
gence  avec  cet  Etat ,  puifque  il 
nous  envoye  uneperjonne  qui  mus 
doit  étre  c¡)ere  par  tant  de  con - 
fiderations ,  revétue  ¿P  un  ch anac¬ 
iere  qui  inarque  Pejlime  íff  P a- 
mitie  quil  apeur  cct  Etat.  Nous 
tacherons  dé en  meriter  la  conti - 
nuation  en  faifant  tout  ce  que  Ja 
Majejlé  pourra  defircr  cíes  fes 
plus  fideles  ediles  ;  &  par  le 
meme  moyen  tacherai  de  luí  don- 
ner  des  ?narques  duprofond  re- 
fpedi  que  Jai  pour  la  perfonne 
de  fa  Majejlé ,  &  des  preuves 
des  fentimens  que  Jai  de  votre 
merite.  Et  comme  de  part  & 
cPautre ,  nous  ne  defirons  ríen , 
ni  vous  ni  moi ,  que  de  conferver 
éternellement  la  bonne  intelligence 
que  vous  avez  aidé  d  ajfermir 
avec  tant  de  Jueces ;  je  ne  puis 
pas  douter  que  nous  rPévitions 
fans  peine  tout  ce  qui  pourroit 
étre  capable  de  Palterer,  Per - 
mettez  moi ,  Monfieur ,  que  je 
vous  dife  encore ,  que  vous  me 
trouverez  toujours  difpofé  a  don - 
ner  une  derniere  facilité  a  tout 
ce  qui  pourra  établir  Pinterét 
commun  de  Pun  de  Pautre 
Etat ;  comme  je  Jai  que  je 
trouverai  toujours  la  rncme  dif- 
pofetion  en  vous ,  il  ne  fe  peut 
que  je  ne  ?ne  rejouijfe  quand  je 
confulere  que  J aur ai  ci  negocier 
avec  un  Minijlre  qui  pojfede 
toutes  les  qualitcs  qui  le  peuvent 
faire  réüjfir  en  tout  ce  qu9il  en - 
trepr  enara. 

Cejl  tout  ce  que  me  permet  de 
dire  prefenternent  P afjli ilion  qui 
irPefl  fnrvenue ,  venant  de  perdre 
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wife  who  was  indeed  the  true 
half  of  me  ;  whereof  I  make 
no  difficulty  bv  this  occafion 
to  inform  you,  who  have  liad 
the  goodnefs  to  tell  me,  that 
yon  take  part  in  myconcerns; 
as  on  my  íide  I  fliall  ever  do 
in  all  your  interefts,  with  that 
aftecfion  and  fincerity  where- 
with  I  am  and  íhall  remain  all 
my  life,  Sir,  your  moít  hum- 
ble  fervant. 


une  femme  qui  faifoit  en  effet 
lavéritable  moitié  de  moi-méme  \ 
dont  je  ne  fais  point  de  dificulté 
de  faire  part  par  cette  occafion^ 
d  celui  qui  a  eu  la  bonté  de  me 
temoigner  qu  il  enprendbeaucoup 
de  part  a  ce  qui  me  touche ;  comme 
de  moneóte  f  en  prendr  ai  toujours 
a  tous  vos  interéts  avec  toute 
Vajfettion  &  fimeerité  avec  la - 
quelle  je  fuis  &  demeurerai  toute 
ma  vie,  Monfieur ,  vbtre  tres 
humble  ferviteur • 


From  Monfieur  de  Witt . 


Hague ,  July 
S  /iv,  27,  1668. 

N  your  obliging  letter  of 
the  3d  inftant,  I  find  fo 
many  marks  of  aftedlion  and 
tendernefs  for  me,  that  1  can- 
not  defer  to  return  you  my 
moíl  humble  thanks,  and  to 
tell  you,  that  of  all  the  con* 
folations  given  me  in  my  af- 
flidfion,  there  is  none  has  been 
more  effedlual  than  what  I  re- 
ceived  from  you.  I  there  find, 
it  is  the  heart  that  fpeaks,  and 
that  you  truly  take  part  in  my 
aífiidlion,  whereof  1  fee  you 
know  the  greatnefs,  becaufe 
you  fo  well  know  the  inefti- 
mahlelofslhave  fuffered.  And 
I  daré  to  fay,  that,  if  any  re- 
medy  be  capable  of  clofingthe 
wound,  it  ill  doubtlefs  be 
what  your  gentiehealing  hand 
has  applied  to  it.  I  confefs  it 
is  fomewhat  fenfible,  becaufe 
it  fearches  the  wound,  but  it 
afterwards  applies  a  balm  that 

cafes 


A  3a  Haye,  27 
Monfieur,  Juill.  1668. 
E  trouve  dans  Vobligeante 
lettre  que  vous  rriavez  faii 
rhonneur  de  mécrire  du  3 me  de 
ce  moisy  filile  de  lieuy  tant  ae 
marques  d’ajfeffion  de  ten - 
drejje  pour  moi%  que  je  ne  puis 
pas  dijfierer  de  vous  dire  que  de 
toutes  les  confolations  que  V on  me 
donne  en  mon  afñióiion ,  il  ny  en 

•  •  '  >•  ;  /r* 

a  point  qui  ait  ete  plus  ejpcace 
que  celle  que  je  viens  de  recevoir 
de  vous :  j  y  reconnois  que  c  efi  le 
cceur  qui  parle ,  &  que  vous 
preñez  véritablement  part  ci  mon 
afiidlion  ;  dont  je  voi  que  vous 
Javez  la  grandeur  puifque  vous 
favez  celle  de  laperte  inefiimable 
que  jai  faite :  j’ofe  dire  que 
sil  y  aun  remede  capable  de  fier - 
merlaplaye ,  defi  fans  doute  celui 
qui  y  applique  lamain  benigne  <3* 
falutaire  que  vous  me  prétez  : 
elle  fe  fiait  fentir ,  je  Pavoné^ 
parce  qu  elle  fonde  la  playe,  mais 
elle  y  applique  enfuite  un  baurns 
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eaies  and  leíTens  the  pain.  I 
receive  it  as  lought,  and  Oiall 
endeavour  to  profit  by  all  your 
confolations,  by  combating 
my  weaknefs  with  theftrength 
of  your  reafons,  which  are 
didtated  toyou  notonly  by  that 
Chriítian  phílofophy  whereof 
you  make  profeífion,  but  by 
that  fincere  friendíhip  where- 
with  you  are  pleafed  to  honour 
me.  I  moíl  humbly  intreat 
you  to  be  perfuaded  that  I  per- 
fedtly  return  your  kindnefs, 
and  am  impatient  for  an  occa- 
íion  to  give  you  proofs  of  it, 
which  as  I  hope  I  íhall  find 
when  we  have  the  happinefs 
-to  enjoy  you,  fo  I  defire  with 
paífion  to  fee  you  here,  to  let 
youjudge  of  the  intention  of 
this  State  to  preferve  faithful- 
ly  the  alliance  that  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  has  pleafed 
to  make  with  it,  but  more  par- 
ticularly  to  let  you  judge  of 
the  inclination  I  have  to  con¬ 
tribute  thereto  all  in  my  fmall 
power  ;  and  to  remain  as  long 
as  I  live,  Sir,  your,  Scc. 


qui  la  doucit  &  qui  en  fioulage  la 
douleur .  Je  le  rcfoi  comme  je 
chis ,  &  tdcherai  de  fiaire  mon 
profit  de  toutes  vos  confolations , 
en  cornbatant  une  foiblejje  avec 
la  forcé  de  vos  raijons ,  que  vous 
di  ¿ríe  non  fieulement  la  pbilofophie 
Chretienne ,  dont  vous  faites 
profefiion ,  inais  aufji  la  tris  fin - 
cere  amitié ,  dont  il  vous  plait 
?u  honor er.  fe  Vous  jupplie  tris 
humhle?ncnt  d’etre  perfuadé  que 
f  y  reponds  parfiaitement ,  que  je 
fiuis  dans  Vimpatience  de  vous  en 
pouvoir  donner  des  preuves  ;  & 
que  comme  f  efipere  que  j* en  trou- 
verai  les  occafions ,  lorfiquc  nous 
aurons  P avantage  de  vous  pojfie - 
der,  je  defiire  avec  pajjion  de 
vous  voir  ici ,  pour  vous  fiaire 
juge  de  P intention  de  PEtat  a 
ent reteñir  fidellemcnt  P alliance 
qu  il  a  plú  au  Roi  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  fiaire  avec  lui ;  mais 
bien  plus  partí  culi erement  de 
P  inclination  que  jai  ay  contri - 
buér  tcut  ce  qui  eft  de  mon  petit 
pouvoir ,  &  d  demeurer  tant  que 
je  vivrai ,  Monjieur ,  votre  tris 
ajfiedlionne  &  tris  humble  fier - 
viteur . 


From  the  Lord  Keeper  Br  id  ganan . 

SIR,  July  26,  1666, 

IReceived  yours  yeílerday  morning  after  you  wcrc 
gane  henee  *,  and  am  afraid  the  letter  which  I  fent 
you  from  Mr.  Williamfon,  might  come  unfeafonably 
to  difeompofe  you  :  it  not  being  fo  intended  by  me; 
ñor  I  believe  the  mefíage  from  the  King  to  be  other- 
wife  in  tended  than  out  of  kindnefs  and  rcfpcCl  toyou 
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to  bailen  you  away  ;  that  you  might  know  how  itn- 
portant  he  held  your  negociations  might  be  for  his 
fervice  at  this  critical  time.  And  therefore  I  ihould 
be  glad  that  you  would  take  thisbythe  right  handle. 

1  had  a  letter  this  night  from  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  ; 
who  writes,  that  they  in  the  treafury  have  a  great 
delire  to  accommodate  you  :  and  though  it  be  not  in 
the  privy  feal,  that  you  fhall  have  three  months  ad- 
vance  bcfides  the  1000I.  yet  they  will  be  careful  that 
you  receive  the  money  as  it  is  due.  The  draught  of 
the  inftruótions  are  fent  away  to  my  Lord  Arlington, 
and  expcdled  back  on  Tuefday  night,  and  the  foreign 
committee  appointed  to  ñt  on  Wednefday  to  difpatch 
them.  Really,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
intention  in  preffingyour  departure  for  Holland,  but 
juít  and  honourable  towards  you,  and  with  refpe¿t  to 
the  greatnefs  of  the  employment  and  the  urgency  of 
the  King’s  affairs  at  this  time  to  have  you  at  the 
Hague :  and  (if  you  will  take  my  opinión)  I  would 
not  have  you  take  other  meafures  of  it,  even  for  your 
own  fake.  In  the  mean  time,  while  you  do  ftay, 
you  may  prefs  on  the  bufinefs  of  your  account,  tho* 
I  fhould  not  advife  you  to  retard  your  journey  upan 
that  fcore.  It  may  be  as  well  prefíed  on  by  your 
Lady  if  íhe  do  not  accompany  you,  or  elle  by  your 
folicitors  (among  whom  I  will  be  one)  who,  if  any 
obílruélions  be,  may  write  to  you  to  remove  them  : 
but  you  will  find  the  Vice-Chamberlain  dilatory,  and 
thcn  your  ftay  at  laft  upon  this  new  bufinefs  (for  fo 
I  may  cali  it)  may  beget  a  mifconftruótion.  You 
will  pardon  the  freedom  1  take  in  imparting  rny  own 
though ts  to  you  in  this  cafe. 

I  wifh  you  and  my  Lady  (to  whom  I  recommend 
my  humble  fervice)  a  happy  journey  and  all  other 
felicities,  as  I  wiíli  to  myfelf,  who  am  ever  your 
íaithful  and  very  affeólionate  fervant. 

f'he  End  of  the  Firjl  Volumen» 
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